This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


^S>cc  //2., 


Ibarvart)  CoUeae  library? 


FROM 


Ttvc^   CSvOA.  T\  .  00/v\^cyMt/ 


^ 


1 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PAt»ERS 


RfcLATINrt  T<» 


FOREIGN   AFFAIRS, 


ACtUlMPANYINO  THK 


ANNUAL  MESSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


SKCOND  8E8HI<)\  THIKTY-NINTH  CONGKKSS. 


PART    III 


WASHINGTON: 

a  O  V  K  K  K  M  K  N  T    VHl'STlSCr     O  K  K  I  C  K . 

•  1867. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


Digitized  by 


Coogle 


PAPERS 


RELATING  TO 


FOKEIGN  AFFAIKS. 


MEXICO. 


No. 

Ttmn  whom  and  to 
whom. 

Date. 

Subject 

Page. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Seward 
to  Mr.  Campbell. 

Mr.   Campbell    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Campbell. 

......do...... .... 

do 

Mr.    Campbell  to 
Mr.  Seward. 
Do 

1866. 

May    21 

• 

May    23 

May    25 

Oct      2 
Oct    25 

Nov.     2 

Nov.      3 
Nov.     5 
Nov.     9 
Nov.     9 

Nov.    10 

Nov.    19 

Nov.    21 
Nov.    23 

Nov.    23 

Notified  of  bis  appointment  as  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary. 
Acceptance  of  the  appointment ............. 

1 
1 

1 
8 

Enclosing  credentials  and  instmctions 

Forced  loans  at  Monterey 

2 
2 

3 

Withdrawal  of  French  expedition  from  Mex- 
ico.   Instmctions. 

Delay  in  his  departure;   the  causes.    Ap- 
pointment of  a  secretary. 

rTeleorram.)    His  denarture.........^.... 

4 
7 
7 

Do 

(Telegram.)   Same  subject.......... 

8 

Do 

rTeleflrram. )    Samesubiect...... ...... 

8 

1 

2 

Mr.  Sewaid  to  Mr. 

CampbeU. 
Mr.  numb  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.    CampbeU   to 

Mr.  Seward. 

(Telegram.)    Same  subject  The  Susquehan- 
na at  his  disposal. 

Has  received  his  commission  and  instructions 
and  reported  to  Mr.  CampbeU,  as  secretary. 

His  departure  from  New  York  with  General 
Sherman,  in  the  Susquehanna^  and  arrival 
at  Havana. 

Interview  with  Gfeneral  Macruder . . .... 

8 
8 
9 

9 

3 

4 

...«•.  mO  ....  ••*••• 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
CampbeU. 

Measures  adopted  for  obtaining  accurate  in- 
formation on  Mexico. 

Withdrawal  of  the  French  expedition  from 
Mexico. 

11 
12 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


II 


USX   OF  DOCUMENTS. 
MEXICO— Continued. 


From  whom  and  to 

No. 

whom. 

Date. 

Subject 

Pafire. 

1866. 

4 

Mr.    CampbeU   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Dec 

1 

His  arrival  at  Havana.    Mexican  news.   His 
intended  movements  with  a  view  to  reach 
President  Juarez. 

12 

5 

■  •«*••  uo .«•«•• «■«« 

Dec. 

1 

Maximilian  decides  to  remain  in  Mexico. 
Proclamation  of  December  1,  1866. 

14 

v^^ 

Mr.  Sewaid  to  Mr. 
CampbeU. 

BfEXICAN      LEGA- 

Dec. 

6 

Withdrawal  of  the  French  expedition  from 
Mexico. 

14 

TION. 

1865. 

Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr. 

Dec. 

7 

Summary  of  the  situation  m  Mexico  from  the 

15 

Seward. 

Franco-American  Messager 

Do 

Dec. 

8 

The  Drefiidential  nuAstion  in  Mexico ......... 

17 
29 

. 

Do 

Dec. 

18 

Condition  of  aflairs  in  northern  Mexico.    The 

situation  in  that  republic 

Do 

Dec 

28 

The  order  of  General  McDowelL    Exporta- 
tion of  arms,  dtc,  to  Mexico. 

45 

Letter  from  Presi- 

Dec. 

28 

His  views  of  the  situation.     His  hopes  of 

45 

dent  Juarez. 

ultimate  triumph. 

Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr. 

Dec 

29 

Betum  of  the  government  to  Chihuahua. 

46 

Sewaid. 

The  situati<m  in  Mexico.    Treatment  of 
Senor  Escobar  by  the  French. 

Do 

Dec 

!¥) 

49 

1866. 

Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr. 

Jan. 

6 

Same  subject ; 

53 

Hunter. 

Do 

Jan. 

14 

The  situation  in  New  Leon  and  Tamaulipas. . 
Departure  of  the  government  from  Chihua- 
hua and  its  arrival  at  £1  Paso. 

57 
59 

Do 

Jan. 

21 

Do 

Jan. 

29 

The  order  of  General  McDowell.    Exporta- 
tion of  arms,  d^c,  to  Mexico. 

61 

Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr. 

Jan. 

31 

The  capture  of  Bagdad  by  United  States 

62 

Seward. 

troops. 

Do 

Feb. 
Feb. 

5 
7 

Desertion  of  General  Don  Manuel  Buiz 

Import  duties  levied  twice  upon  tlnited  States 

63 
66 

^ 

-Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

/ 

Bomero. 

citizens  at  Acapulco. 

/ 

Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr. 

Feb. 

10 

Siege  of  Matamoras  and  occupation  and  aban- 

67 

Seward. 

donment  of  Monterey. 

Do 

Feb. 

18 

United  States  troops  passing  over  Mexican 
territory  by  permission  of  the  government 

76 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


LIST  OF  DOCUBfENTS. 

MEXICO— Contiiraed. 


m 


Ko. 

From  whom  and  to 
whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Page. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 

Do 

186e 
Feb. 

Feb. 

Feb. 
Feb. 

Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
AprU 
April 
April 
April 

April 

18 

23 

24 
24 

1 
2 
3 
9 
9 
10 
13 

13 

14 
14 

16 
18 

20 

24 
24 

25 

30 

30 

31 

2 

8 

6 

14 

15 

Term  of  the  presidencj  of  Don  Bemto  Juarez. 

Approval  of  same  by  the  various  States  of 

Mexico. 
Reports  on  the  present  condition  of  Mexican 

affairs,  &c. 
The  situation  in  southern  Mexico  ........... 

78 

80 
91 

Do 

Import  duties  levied  twice  upon  United  States 

citizens  at  Aci^ulco. 
Hie  situation  in  Mexico - 

91 

/ 

Do 

92 

Do 

Term  of  office  of  President  Juarez.... 

•     95 

Do 

The  situation  in  centrietl  Mexico. . ........... 

97 

Do 

Policy  of  France  towards  Mexico ........... 

96 

Do 

The  situation  in  eastern  Mexico. . ........... 

99 

Do 

Term  of  office  of  President  Juarez 

104 

Do 

Policy  of  France  towards  Mexico.    Debate 

in  the  French  Chambers. 
United  States  troops  passing  over  Mexican 

territory  by  permission  of  the  government. 
Capture  of  Bagdad  by  United  States  troops. 
The  situation  in  eastern  Mexico.     Letters 

from  General  Diaz. 
Term  of  office  of  President  Juarez ...... 

106 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Romero. 

Do 

109 
110 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 

110 
111 

Do 

Affairs  in  Mexico  during  October,  November, 

and  December,  1865.   >/" 
Debate  in  French  Chaftobers  on  the  Mexican 

question.          ^^■ 
Shioment  of  aniM  to  Maximilian ............ 

117 

Do 

125 

Do 

130 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Romno. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Do 

Same  subiect^kl .............  .............. 

130 

Same  subieot ..•.••••.....  ................ 

131 

Caoture  and  occupation  of  Bacrdad 

183 

Do 

Same  subject...  y. 

Same  subject  ..^ .- 

133 

Do 

135 

Do 

Re-enforcements  sent  to  Mexico. . ........... 

138 

Do 

Affairs  in  the  State  of  Sonora. 

139 

Do 

Affairs  in  Coahuila  and  Dnraniro ........... 

)4l 

Do 

The  resistance  of  the  liberals  to  the  rule  of 
Maximilian.      ITie  Yturbide  compromise 
with  Maximilian. 

Arbitrary  conduct  of  the  Frenchd*tY^£mz 

143 

Do..... 

ol^ 

IV 


LIST  OF  DOCUMENTS. 
MEXICO— Continaed. 


From  whom  and  to 

No. 

whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Page. 

1866 

. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

AptU 

18 

Shipment  o^  ^Tmm  to  Maximilian  .....^....^.t 

147 

Bomero. 

^^'■^j^*»*^^**^   ^r*    *•»•••■*    ^^1^    mm^i^m^^ ■■■■■■  ■  «■■  ■  •  •••••   ••«»«• 

Do 

April 

22 

Capture  and  occupation  of  Bagdad,  and  also 
of  merchandise. 

147 

Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr. 

April 

24 

The  situation  in  central  Mexico 

148 

Seward. 

Mr 

Do 

April 
April 
May 
May 

25 

Battle  and  yictory  of  Santa  Isabel. 

.  149 

Do 

26 

^^^w^r^-mm^*    ^mm^-^m      w  a^^w^^*   v     '^^a    Wk^^^mm^mm    ^tM^^mmf^^mm  «*»»^«    ••«• 

Occunation  of  Chihuahua. ................. 

*i5i 

^^^    Do 

3 

^^  ^#^^%*  jr%ww%r^^    ^i/*      ^^■■■■■***^*»<»^*»  •••••    ••«•«•    ■«•••• 

Duties  twice  levied  at  Acanulco. ............ 

153 

V 

Gen.  Santa  Anna 

21 

Bequesting  an  interview.    Tenders  his  ser- 

153 

to  Mr.  Seward. 

vices  in  behalf  of  Mexico,  and  asks  the  aid 

of  the  United  States. 

Mr.    Maznera    to 

May 

26 

Bequest  to  present  a  letter  from  General 

154 

Mr.  F.  W.  Sew- 

Santa Anna  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ard. 

Memorandum 

May 

26 

The  Secretary  declines  the  interview.    Mr. 
Chew,  chief  clerk,  delivers  the  message  of 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Mazuera. 

154 

Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr. 

May 

26 

Communicates  a  letter  to  him  from  General 

155 

Seward. 

Santa  Anna. 

Do 

May 

28 

Conduct  of  the  French  forces  in  eastern  and 
northern  Mexico.             f 

155 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

June 

2 

Seizure  of  goods  at  Bagdad.    Beport  of  Gen- 

158 

Bomero. 

eral  WeitzeL 

Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr. 

June 

4 

Same  subject  .•...••......>............•... 

159 

Seward. 

Do 

June 

10 

li^tary  operations  of  the  eastern  army 

The  presidential  question  in  Mexico. ........ 

160 

Do 

June 

13 

163 

Do 

June 

14 

Intentions  of  the  French  government  relative 
to  Mexico. 

170 

Do' 

June 

14 

Military  operations  in  Sinaloa,  Sonora,  and 
Jalisoo. 

170 

Do 

June 

19 

Pay  of  Maximilian's  troops.    Proclamation.. 
Bequesting  the  reception  of  Captain  Eyting 

175 

Gen.  Santa  Anna 

June 

26 

176 

to  Mr.  Seward. 

as  his  envoy,  charged  with  important  busi- 

Mr. Bomero  to  Mr. 

July 

4 

ness. 
Be-enforcements  to  Mexico  from  France 

176 

Seward. 

Do 

July 
July 

6 

Militarv onerations in  Sonora. .............. 

176 

Do 

8 

Debate  in  the  French  Chambers  on  the  indem- 

177 

nity  due  France  by  M,^<^.,  ^OOglc 

LIST  OF  DOCUMENTS. 
MEXICO— Continued. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Page. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Somero. 

Mr.  Homero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Qen.  Santa  Anna 

to  Mr.  Seward. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Gen. 

Santa  Anna. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Do 


Do. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward 
to  Mr.  Romero. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
F.W.Seward. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Seward 
to  Mr.  Romero. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

.    F.  W.  Seward. 


1866. 
Jnly 


10 


July  13 

July  21 

July  21 

July  24 

July  31 
Aug.  1 
Aug.     3 

Aug.     6 

Aug.     8 

Aug.  9 

Aug.  10 

Aug.  12 

Aug.  15 

Aug.  16 

Aug.  22 

Aug.  26 

Aug.  27 

Sept.  20 

Sept.  20 

Sept  21 

Sept.  21 


The  intervention  in  Mexico.  Opinions  of 
French  and  Belgian  soldiers  thereon. 

Military  operations  of  the  eastern  army .. 

The  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French 

Convention  between  France  and  Mexico 

Enlistment  of  French  soldiers  in  the  army  of 
Maximilian. 

Re-enforcements  to  Mexico  from  France 

Military  operations  of  the  army  of  the  north.. 

Southern  plan  of  colonization  in  Mexico,  in- 
stigated by  French  agents. 

Seat  of  government  of  President  Juarez  is 
removed  from  El  Paso  to  Chihuahua. 

The  capture  of  Bagdad  and  pillage  of  that 
town.  Disposition  of  the  arms  captured 
there. 

Withdrawal  of  the  French  expedition  from 
Mexico.    Policy  of  France. 

Tenders  his  services  in  behalf  of  Mexico,  and 
requests  the  aid  of  the  United  States. 

Same  subject 


Condition  of  affairs  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  government  of  Maximilian. 
Declines  to  grant  an  interview  to  the  general. 

Operations  of  the  divisions  of  the  centre  and 
south. 

The  situation  at  Parral,  Chihuahua.  Con- 
duct of  the  French. 

The  situation  of  affairs  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 
Circular  of  Maximilian  to  French  agents 
in  Mexico. 

Relative  to  the  reported  capture  and  shooting 
of  a  son  of  the  Marquis  de  Montholon. 

Same  subject 


Relative  to  the  reported  capture  and  shooting 

of  a  son  of  the  Marquis  de  Montholon. 
Same  subject ^^^  ...-       — 

Digitized  by  LjOO^  ?lC 


178 

182 
186 

189  d(f- 

192 
192 


216 
217 

218 
221 
"222 
235 
247 
247 
248 
251 

255 
255 
256 
256 


VI 


LIST   OP   DOCUMENTS. 

MEXICO— Continiied. 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject 

Page. 

1866. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Sept 

21 

The  condition  of  affairs  in  central  Mexico 

265 

F.  W.  Seward. 

Do 

Sept 

23 

Mexico. 

257 

Mr.BomeiotoMr. 

Sept 

24 

Treatment  of  prisoners  of  war;    their  ex- 

267 

Seward. 

Do 

Sept 

29 

changre  by  the  liberal  government. 
General  Santa  Anna  tenders  his  services  to 

262 

X^*/»*^**»«»       Ki^W&kW      AJbAAa#%V       m^&AViVlS  O       SAAV       O^^A    V  A^/%^SV      1^/ 

the  liberal  government  and  they  are  de- 
clined. 

Do 

Sept 

30 

Convention  concluded  July  30. 1866,  between 
Napoleon  and  Maximilian  relative  to  finan- 

276 

Do 

Oct 
Oct 

Oct 
Oct 

5 
6 

8 
10 

Onerations  of  the  armv  of  Uie  centre. ........ 

892 

Do 

Operations  of  the  9  rmy  of  the  east.    Occupa- 
tion of  Tlacotalpam. 
Duties  twice  levied  at  Acapulco  ............ 

294 

Do 

397 

J^ 

Do 

Documents  intercepted  showing  the  relations 
between  Napoleon  and  Maximilian.    Com- 

298 

/^ 

ments. 

Do 

Oct. 
Oct 

12 
12 

The  situation  in  Mexico 

302 

/ 

•Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Duties  twice  levied  at  Acapulco 

307 

Bomero. 

Do 

Oct 

20 

Forced  loans  levied  at  Matamoras  upon  Mr. 
J.  B.  Gauche. 

308 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Oct 

21 

Operations  of  the  army  of  the  east 

309 

Seward. 

Do 

Oct 

22 

^  J.  B.  Gauche. 

312 

Do 

Oct 
Not. 

31 
1 

Departure  of  General  Ortega  for  Mexico ;  his 
claim  to  the  presidency.    Juarez  the  con- 
stitutional president 

Extension  of  the  presidential  term.   Approval 
of  the  decrees  of  November  8,  1865. 

312 

Do 

376 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 

Nov. 

5 

Opinion  in  France  on  the  Mexican  question. 
The  press  of  Paris. 

379 

V 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Courtney. 
Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Nov. 
Nov. 

8 
9 

Making  inquiries  as  to  Antonio  Lopez  de 

Santa  Anna,  jr. 
The  infirmity  of  the  Princess  Carlotta.  Letter 

from  Sefior  Leon  to  Maximilian. 

384 
385 

Mr.    Courtney   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nov. 

14 

Replies  to  the  inquiries  made  respecting  An- 
tonio Lopez  de  Santa  Aima,  jr. OqIc 

388 

LIST  OP  DOCUMENTS. 

MEXICO— Continued. 


vn 


No. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Gen.  Sheridan   to 
Gt>neral  Grant. 

Do 

Mr.  Stanton  to  Gen. 

Sieridan. 
Gen.  Sheridan  to 
Gen.  Grant. 


Date. 


1866. 

Nov.  16 

Not  16 

Not.  20 

Nov.  20 

Nov.  21 

Nov.  22 


Nov.  25 

Nov.  27 

Nov.  27 

Nov.  30 

Nov.  30 

Deo.  1 


Subject 


No  truth  in  the  reported  shooting  of  the  son 

of  the  Marquis  de  Montholon. 
fiefusal  of  the  liberal  government  to  accept 

the  services  of  General  Sfmta  Anna. 

Operations  of  the  army  of  the  east 

The  causes  which  prevented  Maximilian  from 

embarking  at  Vera  Cruz. 
Exteusion  of  the  presidential  term  of  Don 

Benito  Juarez. 
Public  opinion  in  Europe  on  the  necessity  of 

the  empire  in  Mexico,  given  by  Don  Martin 

de  Castillo. 

Operations  of  the  army  of  the  west 

Operations  of  the  army  of  the  north 

(Telegram.)    Occupation  of  Matamoras  by 

General  Sedgwick. 

(Telegram.)    Same  subject 

(Telegram.)    Samesubjeot 

(Telegram.)    Same  subject 


Page. 


YENEZUELA. 


183 

tS4 

UO 

136 

137 

113 


143 


Ifi 


Mr.  Culver  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Culver. 
Mr.  Culver  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
......do...... .... 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Culver. 

Mr.  Culver  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

. . . • • QO .... ■..*•* 


1865. 

July 

14 

July 

22 

Oct. 

2 

Oct. 

27 

Nov. 

13 

Nov. 

30 

1866. 

Jan. 

25 

Feb. 

27 

Convention  for  the  settlement  of  daima  of 
United  States  citizens. 

Same  subject^.' 

Same  subject 

Same  subject : 

Same  subject 

Same  subject 


Attack  on  the  steamer  Apure  by  an  armed        431    ^-- 
body  of  insurgeiitB.    Several  citizens  of  the 
United  States  killed.    Action  of  Mr.  Culver. 

Convention  for  the  settlement  of  claims  of        436 
United  States  citizens. 
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389 
390 


y 


400 
410 
422 

423 
423 

423 


424 

425 
427 

428 

430 
430 


vin 
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No. 


From  whom  audio 
whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


,115 


^^46 


118 

151 

152 


lb,  Seward  to  Mr. 
Colyer. 

Mr.  Colrer  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Culver. 
Mr.  Culyer  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

......  do. .••••••.. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr. 
Seward.  . 


...... uO .... •■•..( 


.do. 


>..... QO ....  ...... 


'..... QO ....  ...... 


>•.... QO .... ■•*.. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Wilson. 


1866. 
March  i 


March  10 

AprU  16 
AprU  25 

May     3 

Oct      6 

Oct     11 

Oct  23 

Nov.  3 

Nov.  7 

Nov.  8 

Nov.    19 


Attack  on  the  steamer  Apnre  by  an  armed 
body  of  insurgents.  Several  citizens  of  the 
United  States  killed.    Instractions. 

Convention  for  the  settlement  of  claims  of 

'  United  States  citizens.  Message  of  Presi- 
dent Gasman. 

Same  subject    Instructions  thereon 


Same  subject  The  convention  concluded 
and  signed.  Meeting  of  the  Venezuelan 
Congress. 

General  Falcon  enters  npon  the  presidency. 
General  Gusman  retires  therefrom.  A  new 
cabinet  appointed. 

Hjs  arrival  at  Caracas.  Communicates  with 
the  minister  for  foreign  affiftirs  and  informs 
him  of  his  appointment  as  minister  of  the 
United  States. 

His  reception  by  the  President  of  Yenezuela 
as  United  States  minister.  Remarks  on 
the  occasion.  His  visit  to  the  diplomatic 
corps,  4bc. 

Relative  to  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of 
the  convention  for  settlement  of  claims  of 
United  States  citizens. 

Celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
*'  the  liberator,"  Simon  Bolivar.  Mr.  Wil- 
son's address. 

Arrival  of  the  Yenezuelan  war  steamer  Boli- 
var at  Laguayra  from  London,  ^er  sub- 
sequent departure  for  parts  unknown. 

Revolutionary  movement  in  Venezuela, 
headed  by  General  Pulgar.  The  city  of 
Maracaibo  threatened.  Action  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  con- 
vention for  the  settlement  of  claims  of 
United  States  citizens.    Instructions. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIST   OF   DOCUMENTS, 
UNITBD  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA. 


IX 


No. 


From  whom  and  to 
I  whom. 


190 

193 

194 

196 

197 
19d 

199 

211 

212 

213 
214 
217 


218 


Mr.  Barton  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

•  ••«••  QO«  •••  ■••••« 

.....do 


.....do. 

.....do 

.....do...... .. 

. ... •  do...... .. 

. . . . «  uO ......  .. 

. . . . .  do ...... .. 

. . . . .  uO  ...... •• 


do 


1865. 

Aug.  11 

Aug.  13 

Oct.  13 

Nov.  2 

Nov.  3 

Nov.  4 

Nov.  5 

Dec.  24 

1866. 

Jan.  2 

Jan.  11 

Jan.  18 

Jan.  20 

Feb.  6 


Feb. 


Subject. 


Apprehended  invasion  of  the  State  of  Pan- 


The  free  transit  of  the  isthmus  of  Panama. 
Visit  of  General  Sickles  to  Bogota. 

Condolences  on  the  death  of  President  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

Attack  upon  the  steamer  Antioquia.  Pro- 
ceedings of  Mr.  Burton  thereon. 

Revolutionary  condition  oT  Colombia 

Funeral  obsequies  of  the  late  A.  R.  McKee, 
United  States  consul  at  Panama.  Alleged 
violation  of  the  sovereignty  of  Colombia. 

Protection  of  the  neu^lity  of  the  isthmus  of 
Panama  by  the  United  States  claimed  by 
Colombia.    Disturbances  on  the  isthmus. 

Relations  of  Chili,  Colombia,  and  Venezuela. 
The  missions  from  Chili  and  Venezuela, 
and  their  objects. 


The  killing  of  George  Holmes  at  Aspinwall, 
by  a  sentry  on  board  the  United  States 
steamer  James  Adger. 
Conduct  of  United  States  soldiers  while  cross-        474 
log  the  isthmus  of  Panama. 

Attack  upon  the  steamer  Antioquia 478 

Same  subject  Confiscation  of  the  Antioquia.  480 
Meeting  of  the  Colombian  Congress.  Elec-  507 
tion  of  General  Mosquera  as  President. 
Message  of  Pi'BsicIent  Mnrillo;  its  points 
reviewed.  Rip:ht8  of  foreigners  in  Colom- 
bia. The  protection  of  the  isthmus  of  Pana- 
ma. The  righ  ts  of  the  United  States  under 
the  treaty  of  1846.  Mission  of  General 
Sickles  to  Bogota.  Canal  across  the  isth- 
mus of  Darieu.  British  influence  in  Colom- 
bia. The  projected  separation  of  the  State 
of  Panama  from  the  republic. 
Proceedings  consequent  upon  the  death  of  51^ 
the  late  A.  R.  McKee,  United  States  con- 
sul at  Panama.  Alleged  violation  of  the 
sovereignty  of  Colombia,  on  the  isthmus.     ^(jTp 


Page. 


451 
452 
453 
454 

456 

458 

461 

468 

468 
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No. 

219 

.  82] 

222 


.^ 


223 

137 

138 
139 


2d2 


235 


241 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.  Barton  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

......  do .^.. ...... 


do. 


Mr.  Seward 
Barton. 

do.... 

do..-. 


to  Mr. 


Mr.  Barton 
Seward. 


do. 


to  Mr. 


do.^.... 


Date. 

1866. 
Feb.    14 

Feb.  *23 

Feb.    28 

Mar.      2 

April  27 

April  30 
April  30 


Maj      4 


May    30 


Jane     5 


Subject. 


Resalts  of  the  census  of  the  United  Slates  of 
Colombia. 

Celebration  of  the  birth-day  of  Washington  at 
Bogota.    Proceedings  of  Congress  thereon. 

Communicates  circular  of  Department  of  State 
of  December  18,  1865,  to  the  Colombian 
government,  relative  to  the  abolishing  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States.  How  received. 

Alleged  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of  Co- 
lombia, on  the  isthmus  of  Panama.  Tran- 
sit of  United  States  troops.  Treaty  of 
1846.    Action  of  Colombian  Congress. 

The  seizure  of  the  steamer  Antioquia  on  the 
river  Magdalena.  The  case  considered  at 
at  length. 

Alleged  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of  Co- 
lombia, on  the  isthmus  of  Panama. 

Proceedings  consequent  upon  the  death  of  the 
late  A.  R.  McKee,  United  States  consul  at 
Panama.  Alleged  violation  of  the  sover- 
eignly of  Colombia,  on  the  isthmus.  Con- 
struction of  the  treaty  of  1846. 

Messages  of  Presidents  Murillo  and  Qarrido. 
Fiuancinl  situation.  Canal  across  the  isth- 
mus of  Daiien,  under  the  auspices  of  a 
British  company.  The  treaty  of  1846  and 
the  Panama  Railroad  Company.  Relaiions 
of  Colombia  towards  Spain. 

Inauguration  of  J.  M.  Rojas  Garrido  as  Presi- 
dent, General  Mosquera  being  absent,  and 
the  term  of  President  Murillo  having  ex- 
pired. The  situation  of  Colombia,  political 
and  ficiancial.  The  Mosquera  loans.  Al- 
leged sale  of  the  Panama  railroad  to  a  British 
company.  Relations  of  Colombia  with 
SpaiD. 

Mldsion  of  Scnor  Freyre  as  minister  from  Peni 
to  Colombia.  Hi)  reception.  Mission  of 
Senor  Mata,  the  miuister  of  Chili  in  Colom- 
bia, to  Veui^zuela.  Relations  of  Veneiaela 
and  Spain.  ^,y,  ..ed  by  CjOOQIC 
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XI 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.  Barton  to  Mr. 

Senrard. 
......do..... 


.do. 


......  do ...... ... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do. 

do 


.do. 


do. 

do. 


do 

.....do 


IM    Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 
Barton. 


Date. 


1866. 

June  6 

June  7 

June  8 

June  9 

June  28 

June  29 

June  30 

Julj  1 

July  2 

July  3 

July  4 

July  ') 

July  6 


July  7 
Aug.  28 
Aug.    31 


Subject. 


Effect  of  the  solution  of  the  Mexican  question        536 

in  Colombia. 
The  admiuistration  of  Mosquera.    Civil  war        ^^ 

anticipated  in  Colombia. 
The  views  of  Mosquera   respecting^   Qreat        g^y 

Britain.    Proposed  sale  of  the  Pan ama  rail- 
road.   Canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien. 
Discovery  of  coal  mines  on  the  Kio  Hacha,        537 

Colombia. 
Regulations  for  the  transportation  of  United        539^ 

States  troops  across  the  isthmus. 
Civil  ri£fhts  of  foreigners  in  Colombia.    Re-        539> 

peal  of  the  law  of  April  19,  1865. 
Contract  of  the  Chiriqui  Improvement  Com-        541 

pany  for  an  isthmian  route  with  Colombia, 

approved. 
The  Mosquera  loan  in  England.    Proposed        543 

sale  of  the  Panama  railroad  to  British  cap- 
italists. 
Purchase  of  three  steamers  in  London  by        550 

General  Mosquera  for  Colombia.- 
The  proposed  interoceanic  canal  across  the        551 

isthmus  of  Darien.    The  law  relative  to 

the  same. 
Adjournment  of  the  Colombian  Congress.        555 

Rejection  of  the  contract  for  the  sale  of  the 

Panama  railroad. 
Celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  at  Bogota.        550 

Action  of  Congress. 
Funeral   obsequies  of  A.  R.  McKee,   late        558 

United  States  consul  at  Panama.    Alleged 

violation  of  the  sovereignty  of  Colombia. 

Relations    of    President    Mosquera   with 

Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 
Financial  condition  of  Colombia.     The  ex-        565 

ecutive  authorized  to  issue  treasury  notes. 
Honors  to  the  memory  of  General  Cass  in        566 

Colombia. 
The  right  of  transit  of  the  United  States  over        567 

the  isthmus  of  Darien,  ^^  j 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


xn 
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From  whom  and  to 

1 

No. 

whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Page. 

1866. 

270 

Mr.  Burton  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Sept.   10 

Relations  of  the  States  to  the  general  govern- 
ment in  Colombia.    Troops  ordered  to  Pan- 
ama b  J  President  Mosquera.    His  proposed 
objects. 

567 

y«71 

.'.....do 

Sept   11 

The  landing  of  United  States  marines  at  Pan- 

563 

X 

ama,  and  its  result^. 

273 

. . . 4 . .  do ...... .... 

Sept.    13 

The  guarantee  of  the  isthmus.    Transit  of 
British  mail. 

570 

275 

do 

Sept.    15 

Apprehended  revolution  on  the  isthmus 

572 

155 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Burton. 

Sept.   27 

Rights  of  foreigners  in  Colombia.    The  treaty 
of '1846  and  its  obligations. 

573 

277 

Mr.  Burton  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Oct.       3 

Apprehended  revolution  on  the  isthmus  of 
Panauia,  and  its  object. 

574 

156 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Oct.       9 

Same  subject ......................... .... 

574 

Burton. 

280 

Mr.  Burton  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Nov.     2 

Political  condition  of  Colombia.    Adminis- 
tration of  General  Mosquera. 

282 

^^ 

Mr.  Sewaid  to  Mr. 
Burton. 

Nov.      8 

The  landing   of  United   States  marines  at 
Panama. 

282 

159 

do..# 

Nov.      9 

Apprehended  ravolution  on  the  isthmus  of 
Panama,  and  its  objects. 

583 

^ 

do 

Nov.    12 

Tonnage  dues  in  Colombian  ports.     Con- 

584 

struction  of  the  treaty  of  1846. 

164 

do 

Nov.    13 

Apprehended  revolution  on  the  isthmus  of 
Panama. 

584 

281 

Mr.  Burton  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Nov.    is 

Submarine  cable  from  the  isthmus  to   the 
island  of  Cuba, 

584 

283 

do 

Nov.    18 

Position  of  Colombia  relative  to  the  war  of 
the  allied  powers  against  Paraguay. 

585 

284 

do 

COLOMBIAN  LEGA- 
TION. 

Nov.    19 
1865. 

Decree  of  Mosquera  relative  to  prizes  of  the 
allied  republics ;  they  are  admitted  to  the 
ports  of  Colombia. 

597 

General  Salgar  to 

Dec.    22 

The  presentation  of  his  credentials  as  minis- 

592 

Mr.  Seward. 

ter  from  Colombia. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Gen- 

Dec.   26 

Same  subject 

593 

eral  Sal^r. 

1866. 

Do 

Dec.    26 

Same  subject ^.^ 

593 
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No. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Date. 

18G6. 

Mar. 

16 

Mar. 

19 

April 

5 

Oct 

16 

Oct 

27 

Not. 

23 

Nov. 

26 

Subject 


XIII 

Page. 

594 

595 
595 
596 

597 
597 
598 


General  Salgar  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Gen- 
eral Salgar. 

Senor  Pinzon  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

General  Salgar  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Gen- 
eral Salgar. 
Do 

General  Salgar  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


(Memorandam.)  Proposals  submitted  for  an 
interoceanic  ship  canal  actoss  the  isthmus 
of  Darien. 

Same  subject 


Informing  him  that  Senor  Garrido  is  acting 

as  president  of  Colombia. 
The  killing  of  George  Holmes  by  a  seaman 

belonging  to  the  United  States  steamer 

James  Adger,  at  Aspinwall.    The  delivery 

of  the  seaman  demanded. 
Same  subject 

The  proposed  interoceanic  ship  canal  across 

the  isthmus  of  Darien. 
Same  subject 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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COEEESPOI^DENCE. 


MEXICO. 


Mr,  F.  TV.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  21,  1866. 
Sib  :  The  Presideut  haying  nominated  yon,  and  the  Senate  confirmed  your 
appobtment,  a»  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  the  republic  of  Mexico,  I  transmit  herewith  your  commission  in  that 
character. 

If  you  accept  the  commission  you  will  be  pleased  to  execute  the  enclosed 
oath  as  required  by  law,  and  return  the  same  to  thfs  department.     As  it  is  desir- 
able that  you  should  proceed  to  your  mission  without  any  delay  that  can  be     t/^ 
avoided,  the  department  would  like  to  be  informed  when  it  will  be  convenient 
for  you  to  start. 

lou  will  also  inform  the  department  of  the  State  in  which  you  were  bom, 
and  of  that  of  your  residence  when  appointed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Esq.,  Waahingtont  D.  C. 


Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  May  23,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  communication  from  F.  W, 
Seward,  esq.,  Acting  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  my  commission  as  envoy 
extiaordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  the  republic 
of  Mexico,  and  to  inform  the  Department  of  State  that  I  accept  the  same.  I 
eadoAe  herewith  the  oath  sent  me,  duly  executed,  Sc^. 

I  was  bom  in  the  State  of  Ohio  on  the  9th  day  of  August,  1811,  and  have 
always  resided  in  that  State.  My  present  residence  is  in  the  city  of  Hamilton , 
Ohio. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  proceed  to  my  mission  on  the  first  of  July  next,  and  sooner 
if  the  department  detire  it. 

■    I  am,  sir,  very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 
Hon.  William  H.  Skwaro, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  r^  \ 
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2  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell. 
[Extract] 

No.  l.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  25,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  CQnjinission  of  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States  near  the  government  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  having 

been  accepted  by  you  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  I  transmit  herewith 

your  printed  personal  instructions  in  that  character,  a  sealed  letter  accrediting 

you  to  his  Excellency  Don  Benito  Juarez,  the  President  of  the  United  Mexican 

States,  the  usual  office* copy  of  the  same,  and  a  special  passport  for  yourself 

and  suite. 

•  ••••••• 

Tou  will  please  inform  the  department  of  the  date  of  your  departure  from 
your  residence,  of  that  of  your  arrival  at  the  seat  of  the  government  of  the 
republic  of  Mexico,  and  of  your  entrance  upon  your  duties  there. 

The  department  entertains  the  confidence  that  your  intelligent  and  zealous 
attention  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  now  confided  to  your  care,  will 
be  eminently  conducive  to  the  harmony  and  friendly  relations  existing  between 
the  governments  of  the  two  countries. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Esq^,  Sfc.,  Spc„ 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  CampheU. 

No.  2. 1  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  2,  1866. 
Sir:  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  communication  received  at  this  depart- 
ment  from  Monterey,  Mexico,  signed  by  Mr.  Joseph  Ulrich,  lately  appointed 
consul  of  the  United  States  to  that  city,  in  which  is  contained  a  petition  of  sev- 
eral citizens  of  the  United  States,  merchants  of  Monterey,  setting  forth  that  the 
liberal  authorities  of  Monterey  had  lately  subjected  them  and  other  American 
citizens  to  forced  loans,  against  which  they  ask  the  protection  of  this  govern- 
ment Mr.  Ulrich  also  states  that  several  citizens  of  the  United  States  are 
held  to  service  in  the  Mexican  army  against  their  inclination,  whose  respective 
terms  of  service  have  expired. 

These  causes  will  necessitate  your  early  presence  at  your  post ;  and  you  are 
therefore  instructed  to  proceed  to  Mexico  at  ae  early  an  hour  as  convenient, 
where  you  will  at  once  lend  your  attention  to  the  proper  investigation  of  the 
complaints  contained  in  the  enclosed  documents. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Esq.,  ipc.,  Sfc.,  Spc., 

Hamilton,  Ohio, 


Mr,  Ulrick  to  Mr.  Seward.  ^ 

Monterey,  Mexico,  August  28,  1866. 
Sm :  Enclosed  is  a  statement  of  (prievances  from  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  resident  here.    The  reason  for  its  not  being  more  generally  signed  is,  that  some  de- 
clined putting  their  names  to  it  for  fear  of  being  compromised  with  the  authorities  ;  others 
were  not  asked  to  sign  it,  as  it  was  feared  by  those  who  cHd,  they  would  not  be  prudent 
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enough  to  keep  the  matter  to  themselTes,  and  jet  all  BuSer  in  common  with  the  signers  to 
the  document,  and  all  wish  redress  This  letter  is  written  to  explain  the  lack  of  more  signa- 
tures, and,  also,  to  show  you  how  piecarious  our  condition  is  when  so  much  precaution  is 
oeeessary  in  secoring  our  rights,  and  that  jou  maj  see  how  necessary  it  is  for  our  interest 
that  no  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  document. 

I  would  here  nrge  on  the  department  the  necessity  of  having  a  consul  here  commissioned. 
As  matters  stand  I  cannot  act,  and  there  are  now  several  cases  requiring  the  attention  of  the 
government.  Eight  Americans — three  white  and  five  colored  men — are  held  to  service  in 
the  army ;  their  time  is  expired,  as  they  say,  and  they  are  held  contrary  to  all  law  and  justice; 
•and  in  the  absence  of  my  commission  as  consul  I  am,  of  course,  unable  to  aid  them. 

Hoping  these  matters  will  receive  your  attention,  I  am  yours,  respectfully, 

^  JOSEPH  ULRICH. 

Hon.  William  H.  Srward, 

Secretary  of  StaU,  United  States, 

Petition  of  American  citizens. 

But :  We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  States  resident  and  doing  business  in 
the  city  of  Monterey,  Mexico,  take  this  means  of  calling  the  attention  of  our  government  to 
oar  situation  as  regards  **  forced  loans,"  (preatamos,)  now  being  levied  on  us  by  the  liberal 
authorities,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  for  their  officials  and  soldiers,  contrary  to  the 
ftipnlations  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  countries,  without  any  regular  system  of  taxation, 
and  merely  subject,  as  to  amount  and  frequency,  to  the  will  of  the  chief  who  may  temporarily 
be  in  power.  That  these  *•'' prtstamos"  are,  in  almost  every  case,  levied  upon  merchants 
alone,  and  thus  fall  inevitably  on  American  residents,  they,  mostly,  being  in  commercial 
business. 

That  Americans,  in  common  with  all  foreigners,  suffer  severely,  as,  in  everv  case,  dis- 
dnctionfi  are  made  between  the  amounts  required  from  the  native  or  foreign  merchants  in  the 
Mvor  of  the  formec^  We  would  also  represent  that  on  a  recent  occasion,  since  the  departure 
of  the  French  from  Matamoras,  a  loan  was  ordered  from  the  commerce  of  that  city,  which 
afterwards  was  made  exceptional  as  to  Americans,  owing  to  the  pressure  brought  to  bear 
from  the  American  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  furnishes  conclusive  evidence  that  where 
these  people  can  be  operated  on  by  a  direct  application  of  the  power  of  our  government,  they 
will  respect  our  rights  and  their  treaty  obligations.  In  view  of  this  and  the  fact  of  our  dis- 
tance from  any  body  of  the  United  States  forces,  we  respectfully  ask  that  some  steps  be 
taken  by  our  government  to  save  us  from  utter  ruin,  in  the  shape  of  a  constant  drain  of  our 
means,  especially  now,  when  we  have  every  reason  to  look  for  constant  changes  among  the 
kadei?  here,  each  one  of  whom,  as  usual,  on  entering  upon  his  career,  considers  the  mercan- 
tile portion  of  the  community  as  the  only  proper  subjects  for  his  exactions.  During  the  French 
occupancy,  under  a  despotic  tyranny  which  regarded,  the  rights  of  no  one,  unrecognized  as  it 
was  by  our  government,  we  had  nothing  to  hope  for,  and  submitted,  but  now,  with  the  advent 
of  the  liberus,  we  are  led  to  think  that  we  can  have  at  least  the  protection  of  our  own  govern- 
ment, having  nothing  to  hope  from  any  consideration  these  people  will  have  for  their  treaty 
obligations,  or  gratitude  for  services  or  sympathy  received  from  the  United  States,  unless 
fiyrced  to  do  so,  as  in  the  instance  recited  above.  So,  we  ask  you  to  demand  for  us  rights 
refused  us  as  individuals ;  to  do  this,  not  by  correspondence  merely,  as  that  will  be  ot  no 
avail,  but  by  sending  a  special  agent,  a  man  of  character  and  firmness,  who  can  settle  the 
matter  at  once  and  forever,  and  thus  furnish  a  precedent  here  in  Monterey  which  may  be 
followed  over  the  whole  republic.  The  party  sent  must  come  with  full  powers  to  enforce  his 
wishes,  aa,  otherwise,  his  visit  will  be  useless.  These  people  will  not  listen  to  consuls  or 
agents  resident  here,  as  they  are  well  aware  how  little  attention  is  paid  to  reports  from  such 
officials  ;  but  a  special  agent  on  the  subject  of  ^^ prestamoSf^'  (and  all  the  better  if  his  name 
is  identified  with  our  army,)  will  command  their  attention.  We  ask  this,  as  we  know  it  to  be 
the  only  means  of  redressing  these  constant  outrages,  and  we  hope  our  ^vernment  will 
think  the  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  receive  attention,  involving,  as  it  does,  the  ruin 
of  American  citizens  who  are  compelled  by  their  business  position  to  remain  in  this  couniry, 
where  their  property  is  thus  insecure,  merely  from  the  neglect  on  the  part  of  their  p^ovevnment 
heretofore  to  protect  them.  The  absolute  necessity  of  this  protection  will  be  evident,  when 
we  inform  you  that  the  penalty  attached  Co  a  refusal  to  pay  promptly  these  ^^prestamos  "  is 
eonfiscation  of  property,  imprisonment,  or  banishment  from  the  country.  We  have,  there- 
fore, no  alternative,  in  the  absence  of  a  thorough  understanding  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, in  relation  to  the  matter,  but  to  yield  to  their  exactions,  or  to  subject  ourselves  to 
the  penaliiee  above  named. 

D.  D.  BRAMARD. 

CHARLES  RUSSELL. 

R.  DRESEL. 

JOSEPH  ULRICH. 

JAMES  N.  LANGSTROTH. 

M.  W.  STARR,  Jr. 
Hon.  WiluamH.  Seward,  (^r^r^r^]r> 

Seereiar^  tf  State  of  the  United  States.  Digitized  by^^(JOglL 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  CampbelL 

No.  3.J  Departmrnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  October  25,  1866. 

Sir  :  You  are  aware  that  a  friendly  and  explicit  arrangement  exists  between 
this  government  and  the  Emperor  of  France  to  the  effect  that  he  will  withdraw 
his  expeditionary  military  forces  from  Mexico  in  three  parts,  the  first  of  whicl^ 
shall  leave  Mexico  in  November  next,  the  second  in  March  next,  and  the  third 
in  November,  1867,  and  that  upon  the  evacuation  being  thus  completed,  the 
French  government  will  immediately  come  upon  the  ground  of  non-intervention 
in  regard  to  Mexico  which  is  held  bv  the  United  States. 

Doubts  have  been  entertained  and  expressed  in  some  quarters  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  French  government  will  faithfully  execute  this  agreement. 
No  such  doubts  have  heen  entertained  by  the  President,  who  has  had  repeated 
and  even  recent  assurances  that  the  complete  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French 
will  be  consummated  at  the  peiiods  mentioned,  or  earlier  if  compatible  with 
climatical,  military,  and  other  conditions. 

There  are  grounds  for  supposing  that  two  incidental  questions  have  already 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  French  government,  namely : 

First.  WJiether  it  should  not  advise  the  departure  of  the  Prince  Maximilian 
for  Austria,  to  be  made  before  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  expedition. 

Second.  Whether  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  climatical,  military,  and 
other  conditions  before  mentioned  to  withdraw  the  whole  expeditionary  force  at 
once  instead  of  retiring  in  three  parts,  and  at  different  periods. 

No  formal  communication,  however,  upon  this  subject  has  been  made  by  the 
French  Emperor  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  When  the  subject 
has  been  incidentally  mentioned,  this  department,  by  direction  of  the  President, 
has  replied  that  the  United  States  await  the  execution  of  the  agreement  for  evacua- 
tion by  the  French  government  at  least  according  to  its  letter,  while  they  would 
be  gratified  if  that  agreement  could  be  executed  with  greater  promptness  and 
despatch  than  are  stipulated. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  President  expects  that  within  the  next  month 
(November)  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the  French  expeditionary  forces  will  retire 
from  Mexico,  and  thinks  it  not  improbable  that  the  whole  expeditionary  force 
may  be  withdrawn  at  or  about  the  same  time.  Such  an  event  cannot  fail  to  pro- 
duce a  crisis  of  great  political  interest  in  the  republic  of  Mexico.  It  is  import- 
ant that  you  be  either  within  the  territories  of  that  republic,  or  in  some  other 
place  near  at  hand,  so  as  to  assume  the  exercise  of  your  functions  as  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

What  may  be  the  proceedings  of  the  Prince  Maximilian  in  the  event  of  a  par- 
tial or  complete  evacuation  of  Mexico,  of  course,  cannot  now  be  certainly  fore- 
seen. What  may  be  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Juarez,  the  President  of  the  i*epub- 
lic  of  Mexico,  in  the  same  event,  cannot  now  be  definitely  anticipated. 

We  are  aware  of  the  existence  of  several  political  parties  in  Mexico  other  than 
those  at  the  head  of  which  are  President  Juarez  and  Prince  Maximilian,  who 
entertain  conflicting  views  concernhig  thejnost  expedient  and  proper  mode  of 
restoring  peace,  order,  and  civil  government  in  that  republic.  We  do  not  know 
what  may  be  the  proceedings  of  those  parties  in  the  event  of  the  French  evacua- 
tion. 

Finally,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  foresee  what  may  be  the  proceedings  of  the 
Mexican  people  in  case  of  the  happening  of  the  events  before  alluded  to.  For 
these  reasons  it  is  impossible  to  give  you  specific  directions  for  the  conduct  of 
your  proceedings  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  trust  which  the  government  of  the 
United  States  has  confided  to  you.  Much  must  be  left  to  your  discretion,  which 
is  to  be  exercised  according  to  the  view  you  may  tak^  of  political  movements  as 
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thej  Bball  disclose  themselves  in  the  fatare.  There  are,  however,  some  principles 
whieb,  as  we  think,  may  be  safely  laid  down  in  regard  to  the  policy  which  the 
government  of  the  United  States  will  expect  you  to  pursue.  The  first  of  these 
is,  that  as  a  representative  of  the  United  States  you  are  accredited  to  the  repub- 
lican government  of  Mexico,  of  which  Mr.  Juarez  is  President.  Your  commu- 
nications as  such  representative  will  be  made  to  him  whersoever  he  may  be,  and 
in  no  event  will  you  officially  recognize  either  the  Prince  Maximilian,  who 
claims  to  be  emperor,  or  any  other  person,  chief,  or  combination,  as  exercising 
tbe  executive  authority  in  Mexico,  without  having  first  reported  to  this  depart- 
ment and  received  instructions  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  Assuming  that  the  French  military  and  naval  commanders  shall  be 
engaged  in  good  faith  in  executing  the  agreement  before  mentioned  for  the  evacua- 
tion of  Mexico,  the  spirit  of  the  engagement  on  our  part  in  relation  to  that  event 
will  forbid  the  United  States  and  their  representative  from  obstructing  or  em- 
barrassing the  departure  of  the  French.  ' 

Thirdly.  What  the  government  of  the  United  States  desires  in  regard  to  the 
future  of  Mexico  is  not  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  the  ag- 
grandizement of  the  United  States  by  purchases  of  land  or  dominion,  but,  on 
tbe  other  hand,  they  desire  to  see  the  people  of  Mexico  relieved  from  all  foreign 
military  intervention,  to  the  end  that  they  may  resume  the  conduct  of  their  own 
affiurs  under  the  existing  republican  government,  or  such  other  ii-ame  of  govern- 
ment as,  being  left  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  liberty,  they  shall  determine  to 
adopt  in  the  exercise  of  their  own  free  will,  by  their  own  free  act,  without  dicta- 
tion from  any  foreign  country,  and,  of  course,  without  dictation  from  the  United 
States. 

It  results  as  a  consequence  from  these  principles  that  you  will  enter  into  no 
stipulation  with  the  French  commanders,  or  with  the  Prince  Maximilian,  or  with 
any  other  party,  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to  counteract  or  oppose  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Juarez,  or  to  hinder  or  delay  the  restoration  of  the 
authority  of  the  republic.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  possibly  happen  that  the 
President  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  may  desire  the  good  offices  of  the  United 
States,  or  even  some  effective  proceedings  on  our  part,  to  favor  and  advance  the 
pacification  of  a  country  so  long  distracted  by  foreign  invasion,  combined  with 
ciril  war,  and  thus  gain  time  for  the  re-establishment  of  national  authority  upon 
principles  consistent  with  a  republican  and  domestic  system  of  government ;  it  is 
possible,  moreover,  that  some  disposition  might  be  made  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States,  without  interfering  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Mexico, 
or  violating  the  laws  of  neutrality,  which*  would  be  useful  in  favoring  the  restora- 
tion of  law,  order,  and  republican  government  in  that  country. 

Yon  are  authorized  to  confer  upon  this  subject  with  the  republican  government 
of  Mexico,  and  its  agents,  and  also  to  confer  informally,  if  you  find  it  necessary, 
vith  any  other  parties  or  agents,  should  such  an  exceptional  conference  become 
absolutely  necessary,  but  not  otherwise.  You  will  by  these  means  obtain  inform- 
ation which  will  be  important  to  this  government,  and  such  information  you 
will  convey  to  this  department,  with  your  suggestions  and  advice  as  to  any 
proceedings  on  our  part  which  can  be  adopted  in  conformity  with  the  principles 
1  have  before  laid  down. 

You  will  be  content  with  thus  referring  any  important  propositions  on  the 
subject  of  reorganization  and  restoration  of  the  republican  government  in  Mexico 
aa  may  arise,  to  this  department  for  the  information  of  the  President. 

The  General  of  the  United  States  possesses  already  discretionary  authority 
M  to  the  location  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  vicinity  of  Mexico. 
His  military  experience  will  enable  him  to  advise  you  concerning  such  questions 
u  may  arise  during  the  transition  stage  of  Mexico  from  a  military  siege  by  a 
foreign  enemy  to  a  condition  of  practical  self-government.  At  the  same  time 
it  wiU  be  in  his  power,  being  near  the  scene  of  action,  to  issue  any  orders jrhich^ 
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may  be  expedient  or  necessary  for  maintaining  the  obligations  resting  upon  tbe 
United  States  in  regard  to  proceedings  upon  the  borders  of  Mexico.  For  these 
reasons  be  has  been  req^uested  and  instructed  by  the  Pi-esident  to  proceed  with 
you  to  your  destination,  and  act  with  you  as  an  adviser  recognized  by  this 
department  in  regard  to  the  matters  which  have  herein  been  discussed.  After 
conferring  with  him  you  are  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  or  to 
such  other  place  in  Mexico  as  may  be  the  residence  of  President  Juarez  ;  or  in 
^onr  discretion  you  will  proceed  to  any  other  place  in  Mexico,  not  held  or  occu- 
pied at  the  time  of  your  arrival  by  enemies  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  or  you 
will  stop  at  any  place  in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere,  near  the  frontier  or 
coast  of  Mexico,  and  await  there  a  time  to  enter  any  portion  of  Mexico  which 
shall  hereafter  be  in  the  occupation  of  the  republican  government  of  Mexico. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ^.,  Sfc. 


The  President  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  Z).  C,  October  26, 1866. 
Sir  :  Recent  advices  indicate  an  early  evacnation  of  Mexico  by  the  French  expeditionary 
forces,  and  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  our  minister  to  Mexico  shoold  place  himself  in 
commnnication  with  that  republic. 

In  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  his  mission,  and  as  evidence  of  the  earnest  desire  felt  by 
the  United  States  for  the  proper  adjustment  of  the  questions  involved,  I  deem  it  of  great 
importance  that  General  Grant  should,  by  his  presence  and  advice,  co-operate  with  our 
minister. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  ask  that  you  will  request  General  Grant  to  proceed  to  some  point  on 
our  Mexican  frontier,  most  suitable  and  convenient  for  communication  with  our  minister ; 
or  (if  General  Grant  deems  it  best)  to  accompany  him  to  his  destination  in  Mexico,  and  to 
give  him  the  aid  of  his  advice  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent  for  tbe  General's  information. 

General  Grant  will  make  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  such  matters  as,  in  his  disoretion 
ought  to  be  communicated  to  the  department. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


The  President  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  Z).  C,  October  30,  1866. 
Sir:  General  Ulysses  8.  Grant  having  found  it  inconvenient  to  assume  the  duties  specified 
in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  26tb  instant,  you  will  please  relieve  him  from  the  same,  and 
assign  them,  in  all  respects,  to  William  T.  Sherman,  Lieutenant  General  of  the  army  of  the 
Uni'ed  States.     By  way  of  guiding  General  Sherman  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  you 
will  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  your  special  orders  to  General  Grant,  made  iu  compliance 
with  my  letter  of  the  26th  mstant,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  esq.,  therein  mentioned.    The  Lieutenant  General  will  pro- 
ceed to  the  execution  of  his  duties  without  delay. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Mr,  Campbell  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Hamilton,  Ohio,  November  2,  1866. 

Bbab  Sib  :  After  the  bitch  in  r^ard  to  Mexican  matters  occasioned  by  the 
qneetion  raised  by  General  Grant,  I  called  at  the  department  several  times,  and 
waa  informed  that  yon  were  not  in — absent  on  account  of  the  illness  of  your 
much  loved  daughter.  Of  course  I  did  not  feel  like  obtruding  myself  on  you 
under  such  circumstances. 

When  I  lefl;  home  to  go  to  Washington,  I  parted  with  my  family  in  much 
distress,  because  of  the  dangerous  illness  of  Mrs.  Oampbeirs  mother,  a  very 
aged  woman,  and  a  member  of  my  little  family.  On  Sunday  I  received  inform- 
ation calling  me  home,  and  had  my  trunk  packed  before  receiving  a  verbal 
communication  from  you  by  Mr.  Gutman.  Since  arriving  here  I  have  been 
confined,  myself,  by  a  severe  attack,  the  result  of  exposure  in  travelling  and 
overtasking  my  physical  energies  in  the  late  political  struggle.  This  much  I 
write  by  way  of  explanation. 

I  am  informed  by  General  Sherman,  now  on  his  way  to  St.  Louis,  that  he  has 
been  substituted  for  General  Grant  in  the  matter  of  the  Mexican  mission,  and 
that  in  a  i^w  days  he  will  join  me  to  proceed  to  New  York.  Of  course,  I  must 
go  by  Washington  to  receive  my  final  instructions. 

1  have  not  yet  had  my  secretary  of  legation  appointed,  and  one  principal 
ohject  of  this  letter  is  to  ask,  or  at  least  recommend,  that  Edward  L.  Plumb, 
eeq^  of  New  York,  be  appointed. 

He  has  been  strongly  recommended  to  me  by  many  gentlemen  of  high  character 
md  influence ;  among  others,  Mr.  Hunter,  of  your  department,  spoke  of  him  as 
a  man  eminently  qualified.  From  jny  intercourse  with  him  I  am  satisfied  he  is 
t  gentleman.  He  speaks  and  writes  the  French  and  Spanish  languages  well, 
and  seems  thoroughly  informed  in  regard  to  Mexican  matters.  I  am  satisfied 
that  he  would  fill  the  position  with  satisfaction  to  the  government.  If,  therefore, 
there  he  no  serious  objection  to  him,  I  hope  the  appointment  will  be  conferred 
on  him.  It  is  proper  to  say,  too,  that  I  have  written  to  the  President  on  the 
eahject 

Mr.  Pluml)  is  now  in  Washington^  and  if  he  is  to  be  the  secretary,  he  might 
be  informed  of  the  fact  in  advance  of  my  arrival,  thereby  avoiding  any  unnecessary 
delay  on  that  account. 

I  expect  Lieutenant  General  Sherman  to  join  me  so  soon  as  he  can  ti^Q  to  St. 
Louis,  arrange  his  matters,  and  return  to  GincinnatL     I  shall  be  in  readiness  by 
the  time  he  makes  his  trip,  and  will  proceed  at  once  to  Washington. 
In  haste,  very  truly  yours,  &»., 


Hon.  William  H  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D,  C, 


LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 


Mr,  Campbell  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Office  U.  8.  Military  Telegraph, 

War  Departmentt  November  3,  1866. 

TFrom  Hamilton,  Ohio,  November  3, 1866.] 

To  the  Secretary  of  State : 

I  will  start  with  General  Sherman  on  his  return  here  from  St.  Louis.     Shall 
I  proceed  directly  to  New  York,  or  report  myself  first  to  you  at  Washinpjton  ? 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL.  ^ 
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Mr.  Campbell  to  the  President* 

[Telegpram.] 

TJnitbo  States  Military  Tblegbaph,  War  Dbpabtmbnt. 

Hamilton,  Ohio,  November  5,  1866. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  Secretary  of  State : 

I  shall  start  for  New  York  with  General  Sherman*  unless  directed  to  go  by 
Washington  to-day. 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 


jUr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Telegram.] 

Officb  TJ.  8.  Military  Tblboraph,  War  Departmbnt. 

[From  New  York,  November  9, 1866.] 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sbwaro,  Secretary  of  State : 

Arriyed  with  General  Sherman  last  eyening ;  haye  receiyed  instmctions  sent 
here  by  mail,  and  by  Plumb.  I  find  in  them  no  instructions  as  to  how  I  am  to 
proceed  to  Mexico,  nor  any  orders  placing  any  yessel  at  my  disposal. 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL, 

Metropolitan  Hotel. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell. 
[By  military  telegraph.  ] 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  November  9,  1866. 
Lbwis  D.  Campbbll, 

Minister  to  Mexico,  Metropolitan  Hotel,  New  York  : 
Your  telegram  of  this  morning  has  been  receiyed.  The  United  States  steamer 
Susquehanna,  Commodore  James  Alden,  has  been  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nayy  to  take  you,  (General  Sherman,  and  your  respectiye  suites,  and  also 
Mr.  Plumb,  to  any  place  in  or  near  Mexico  which  you  may  designate.  The 
yessel  is  ready  and  at  your  immediate  disposal. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD 


Mr.  Plnmb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Nbw  York,  November  10,  1866. 
.  Sir  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  personal  instruc- 
tions of  the  7th  instant,  accompanied  by  my  commission  and  passport  as  secre- 
tary of  legation  to  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

The  Hon.  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  minister  to  Mexico,  and  Lieutenant  General 
Sherman  arriyed  in  this  city  late  on  the  8th  instant.  I  reported  that  night  to 
the  minister,  and,  as  at  present  adyised,  our  departure  for  Mexico  on  board  the 
steamer  Susquehanna  will  take  place  at  2  p.  m.  to-day. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obedient  seryant, 

E,  L.  PLUMB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaro, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.       Digitized  bydoOQlC 
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Mr,  Campbell  to  Mr,  S^Qrd. 

No.  1.]  United  States  Steamship  SusauBHANNA, 

Havana,  November  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  'the  honor  to  advise  you  that  I  left  my  home  in  Ohio  on  the 
Ith  instant  for  New  York,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  General  Sherman,  and 
arrived  there  late  in  the  night  of  the  8th.  The  next  morning  I  received  through 
die  post  office  your  printed  instructions  of  the  25th  ultimo ;  also  a  daplicate 
copy  of  the  same  hy  the  hands  of  Mr.  Plumh,  the  secretary  of  legation.  In  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  received  your  telegram  informing  me  that  the  United 
States  steamer  Susquehanna  had  been  ordered  to  take  Lieutenant  Greneral  Sher- 
man and  myself,  with  our  suites  and  the  secretary  of  legation,  to  Mexico. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  shortly  before  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  Oommo- 
dore  Alden  called  on  me  and  communicated  the  same  information. 

We  embarked  on  the  Susquehanna  on  the  10th,  and  arrived  here  on  the  18th. 
Not  having  touched  at  any  point  since  we  left  New  York,  we  have  been  sub- 
jected to  no  delay,  except  for  an  hour  or  two  o£P  Gape  Hatteras  on  the  13th  in- 
stant, where,  during  a  gale,  Gommodore  Alden,  finding  the  steamship  King 
Fisher  from  Baltimore,  lx>und  for  Charleston,  in  a  sinking  condition  ana  aban- 
doned, saved  the  lives  of  twenty-three  persons  of  her  crew  who  were  in  immi- 
nent peril,  under  circumstances  of  great  difficulty — a  humane  achievement  most 
gratifying  to  us,  and  highly  creditable  to  the  commodore  and  officers  of  this  ship. 

Should  I  Bucceed  in  obtaining  information  of  any  interest  here  in  regard  to 
Mexican  affairs,  I  will  make  it  the  subject  of  another  communication  before 
leaving  this  port. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Campbell  to  Mr.  Setoard, 

r  Confidential.] 

No.  2.]  United  States  Steambb  Susquehanna, 

Havana,  November  21,  1866. 

Although  the  facts  I  am  about  to  relate  may,  in  themselves,  be  of  little  import- 
ance, in  connection  with  other  information  they  may  have  a  tendency  to 
tbrow  some  further  Hght  upon  the  present  situation  of  affairs  in  Mexico.  I 
therefore  deem  it  proper  to  communicate  them. 

The  day  after  my  arrival  in  this  port  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Miner,  our  con- 
nl  general  here,  that  an  interview  with  me  was  desired  by  General  Magruder, 
late  of  the  so-called  confederate  army,  who,  after  a  residence  of  many  months  in 
Mexico,  had  arrived  here  on  the  17th  instant,  directly  from  the  city  of  Mexico 
md  Vera  Cruz.  Mr.  Miner  also  stated  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  Gen- 
eral Hagmder  might  be  able  to  conmiunicate  to  me  some  information  of  value. 

I  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  call  upon  General  Magruder  in  any  capacity,  or 
to  seek  any  information  from  him,  yet  believed  that  if  any  information  was 
▼okintarily  tendered  it  became  my  duty  to  receive  it,  from  whatever  quarter  it 
iDight  come.  On  yesterday,  casually  meeting  General  Magruder  at  the  United 
BtiUes  consulate,  he  requested  an  interview  with  me,  which  I  granted,  and  a 
kogthy  conversation  at  once  took  place,  relating  mainly  to  the  situation  of 
•ffiuTB  in  Mexico.  The  Substance  of  the  information  imparted  by  him  is  as 
ibllnws : 

He  left  the  city  of  Mexico  about  the  first  of  November,  prior  to  which  date^ 
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Maximilian  had  already  left^tfe  city  and  proceeded  to  Orizaba.  It  was  tlie  gen- 
eral understanding  that  be  bad  abdicated,  or  at  least  had  in  some  measare 
tamed  over  the  government  to  Marshal  Bazaine.  Being  about  to  leave  the  city 
of  Mexico  for  Washington,  leaving  his  family  behind  in  Mexico,  General 
Magruder  called  on  Marshal  Bazaine  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  true  situa- 
tion of  affairs,  for  the  purpose  of  such  provisional  arrangements  for  them  and 
their  safety  as  might  be  necessary. 

During  the  interview,  General  Magruder  said  to  Marshal  Bazaine,  "  I  pre- 
sume, in  the  event  of  the  abdication  of  Maximilian,  your  excellency  will  be  the 
government  V  To  which  he  replied,  "  If  such  should  be  the  case,  I  shall  only 
occupy  the  position  for  transient  purposes." 

The  following  day  General  Magruder  left  the  city  of  Mexico  for  Vera  Cruz, 
Maximilian  then  being  at  Orizaba.  He  observed,  on  the  road  down,  that  the 
French  were  strongly  fortifying  various  points,  and  especially  at  Puebla,  Orizaba, 
and  the  passes  below,  but  he  was  impressed  with  thebelief  that  these  works  were 
rather  debigned  for  the  safe  withdrawal  of  the  French  troops  than  for  the  contin- 
ued occupation  of  the  country  by  them.  On  his  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz  he  learned, 
from  reliable  authority,  that  Maximilian  was  about  to  take  his  departure,  but 
had  temporarily  delayed  doing  so  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  in  that  city  of 
Miramon  and  Marquez,  the  old  leaders  of  the  reactionary  party. 

On  the  13th  instant  General  Magruder  was  informed  by  the  second  captain 
of  the  Austrian  frigate  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz  that  that  vessel 
was  to  ta]^e  out  Maximilian,  and  that  their  departure  had  only  been  delayed  in 
consequence  of  the  afrival  of  Miramon  and  Marquezrbut  that  Maximilian  would 
certainly  leave  within  ten  days,  which  would  be  prior  to  the  23d  instant. 

General  Magruder  further  informed  me  that,  at  the  close  of  his  interview 
with  Marshal  Bazaine,  when  he  was  about  to  bid  him  adieu,  the  marshal  said  to 
him,  "  You  are  about  to  visit  the  United  States,  general  ?"  Reply  •.  "  Yes." 
"You  will  see  the  Presidents  Reply:  "  I  probably  shall."  "If  you  do," 
said  Marshal  Bazaine,  "  deliver  him  this  verbal  message  from  me  : 

"The  moral  influence  wielded  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  baa 
destroyed  this  empire.  Upon  it,  therefore,  rests  the  obligation  to  see  that  some 
government  be  established  and  sustained  here  that  shall  secure  the  protection 
of  life  and  proper,  and  the  tranquillity  of  this  people.  This,  in  my  judgment, 
can  only  be  done  by  furnishing  physical  aid.  The  interests  of  foreigners  in 
this  country  cannot  be  left  without  some  protection.  Of  non-combatants  engaged 
in  peaceful  pursuits,  the  larger  proportionof  whom  ai"e  French  subjects,  there  are 
at  least  thirty  thousand ;  there  should  be  an  armed  force,  properly  distributed  in 
the  country,  temporarily  at  least,  to  assist  the  government  that  may  be  estab- 
lished in  preserving  order  and  enforcing  its  decrees.  Ten  or  fifteen  thousand 
United  States  troops,  properly  distributed  in  the  northern  States,  and  a  similar 
number  of  French  troops  in  the  southern  States,  co-operating  with  each  other, 
could  accomplish  this." 

I  cannot  say  that  I  have  given  the  precise  words  of  General  Magruder,  as 
the  conversation  was  somewhat  desultory,  but  I  have  given  the  substance,  so 
far  as  relates  to  material  point^s.  I  inquired  particularly  of  General  Magruder 
whether  he  understood  from  Marshal  Bazaine  that  the  French  government  would 
desire  to  furnish  any  portion  of  the  French  troops,  or  only  in  the  contingency 
that  the  United  States  should  decline  to  do  so.  General  Magruder  replied 
promptly  that  his  understanding  was,  that  the  French  government  would  expect 
to  provide  a  portion  of  the  troops  only  in  the  event  that  the  United  States 
desired  it,  or  declined  furnishing  the  necessary  forces. 

I  then  inquired  whether  he  communicated  these  facts  to  me  for  my  own  inform- 
ation merely,  or  whether  I  had  his  authority  to  communicate  the  ^  same  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.    His  reply  was  to  this  effect :  **  When  I  left  Mexico  I 
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expected  to  proceed  at  once  to  Washington,  and  communicate  these  facta  to  the 
government  in  person,  but,  on  arriving  here,  I  learn  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  John  Van  Buren,  one  of  my  attorneys,  and  other  causes,  I  may  be 
delayed  for  some  time  in  this  city.  Regarding  this  information  as  of  importance, 
I  have  sought  this  interview  with  you,  as  tne  envoy  of  the  United  States  to 
Mexico,  believing  that,  by  communicating  it  to  you,  I  am  accomplishing,  practi- 
cally, as  nearly  as  circumstances  will  permit,  the  promise  I  made  to  Marshal 
Bazaine  to  deliver  his  verbal  message  to  the  Presideiil.  You  are,  therefore,  at 
full  Hberty  to  make  such  use  of  it  as  you  may  deem  proper." 

The  foregoing,  so  far  as  my  recollection  serves  me,  embraces  all  the  essential 
points  of  the  interview  which  I  thought  it  proper  to  accord  to  G-eneral  Magruder, 
in  compliance  with  his  request  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Miner.  From  his 
manner,  and  the  general  tenor  of  his  conversation,  the  impression  was  left  upon 
my  mind  that  he  was  sincere,  and  that  he  desired  in  good  faith  to  serve  the 
interests  of  the  government  in  communicating  what  he  did. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  3.J  UiMTED  States  Stbamer  Susquehanna, 

Havana,  November  23,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  baste  of  my  departure  from  New  York  rendered  it  impossible  for 
me  to  confer,  as  it  seemed  necessary  I  should,  with  our  consuls  to  Vera  Cruz 
and  the  city  of  Mexico,  with  reference  to  the  arrangement  of  some  plan  by 
which  they  could  prom:)tly  and  reliably  communicate  to  me  such  information  as 
it  win  be  necessary  for  me  to  have  on  arriving  upon  the  coast  of  Mexico,  as  to 
the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  interior. 

On  reaching  here,  and  finding  that  the  steamer  Manhattan,  upon  which  these 
gentlemen  had  embarked  at  New  York,  had  not  yet  arrived  at  this  port,  I  thought 
it  proper  and  desirable  to  delay  here  at  least  until  their  arrival,  in  order  to  con- 
fer more  fully  with  them. 

The  Manhattan  reached  here  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  and  on  the  20th  I 
had  a  full  conversation  with  both  Mr.  Lane  and  Mr.  Otterbourg,  and  arranged  a 
Bystem  by  which  they  will  collect  and  transmit  to  me  such  information  as  may 
tend  to  expedite  my  efforts  to  communicate  speedily  ¥rith  President  Juarez.  On 
the  morning  of  the  2l8t  these  gentlemen  proceeded  to  their  destination  and  will 
probably  reach  Vera  Cruz  on  the  25th  instant. 

The  sieamer  on  which  they  go  will  carry  to  Vera  Cruz  the  first  information 
of  the  departure  of  the  mission  from  the  United  States,  and  the  lapse  of  a  few 
days  will  therefore  enable  its  effect  to  be  felt  and  information  to  be  collected 
prior  to  our  arrival,  and  abo  to  enable  Mr.  Otterbourg  to  reach  the  city  of 
Mexico  and  communicate  with  me  from  there. 

From  information  already  communicated  to  you  in  my  despatch  of  the  21st, 
and  as  derived  from  other  sources,  it  appears  probable  that  Maximilian  will  have 
left  the  country  on  or  about  the  23d  instant.  On  the  22d,  also,  a  steamer  will 
Ittve  Vera  Cruz  for  this  port,  reaching  here  about  the  27th,  and  thus  bringing 
information  to  a  very  late  date.  I  have  therefore  thought  that  a  delay  here  of 
a  few  days  might  be  of  advantage  in  throwing  light  upon  the  proper  course  to 
^  pursued,  and  also,  perhaps,  in  enabling  action  to  be  taken  (ju  arriving  at 
Vtta  Cruz  without  unnecessary  delay,  which  otherwise  might  be  experienced  in 
^ting  information  from  Mr.  Otterbourg  after  his  arrival  at  his  post.    This  course 
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seemg  to  me  the  more  necessary  for  the  reason  that  under  the  discretion  thrown 
npon  me  by  your  instructions  I  desire  to  act  with  great  caution  in  every  step 
that  I  may  take.  As  at  present  advised,  the  so-caUed  imperial  authorities  still 
hold  possession  of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Your  instructions  do  not  authorize  me  to  proceed  to  any  place  in  Mexico 
"held  or  occupied  at  the  time  of  your  (my)  arrival  by  enemies  of  the  republic  of 
Mexico."  . 

My  present  impression  is  that  at  the  proper  time  we  will  decide  to  sail  for 
Vera  Cruz,  but  to  anchor  at  Green  island  or  Sacrificios,  outside  the  harbor 

E roper,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  from  our  consul,  Mr.  Lane,  any  information 
e  may  have  to  communicate  or  uiat  may  be  received  through  him  from  Mr. 
Otterbourg,  or  from  other  sources.  This  may  also  aflFord  an  opportunity  to  confer 
with  "  the  republican  government  and  its  agents,"  if  there  be  such  there,  and 
also  to  "confer  informally  with  any  other  parties  or  agents,"  should  it  become 
necessary  to  do  so. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 


No.  4. J  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtoriy  November  23,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  give  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch*  which  has  just  been  received  from  Mr. 
Bigelow,  from  which  you  will  learn,  as  we  have  learned  with  surprise,  that  the 
French  government  has  postponed  its  stipulated  withdrawal  of  the  detachment 
from  Mexico  in  November,  with  the  purpose,  as  is  avowed,  of  withdrawing  the 
whole  of  the  forces  at  once  some  time  next  spring.  I  give  you  also  a  copy  of 
my  reply*  thereto,  announcing  that  this  resolution  of  the  French  government  is 
unsatisfactory  to  the  President.  The  same  paper  will  inform  you  that  the 
President  does  not  think  it  necessary  or  advisable  to  modify  your  instructions. 
We  are  not  without  confidence  in  anticipating  a  satisfactory  resolution  upon  the 
subject  f  Jom  France. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^r.,  Sfv. 


Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  4  J  United  States  Steamer  Susquehanna,  at  anchor 

OFP  Verde  Island,  outside  Port  of  Vera  Cruz, 

December  1,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  anchorage  on  the  29th  ul- 
timo, having  left  Havana  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25  th. 

Mr.  Lane,  our  consul  at  this  port,  was  on  board  with  me  here  during  the  day, 
yesterday.  From  him,  and  from  other  sources,  I  have  gained  the  following  in- 
formation as  to  the  state  of  affairs  at  this  point,  and,  so  fiir  as  is  known  here,  with 
regard  to  the  interior. 

*  For  enclosure  see  Mr.  Bicfelow's  despatch  No.  384,  and  the  department's  reply  thereto. 
No.  550.  "^      r^^^U  ' 
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MaximiliaD  is  still  at  Orizaba.  His  ministersi  it  is  stated,  are  now  there  with 
him.  He  has  not  been  in  the  city  of  Mexico  since  his  departure  from  that 
pUce  the  last  of  October.  It  is  generally  understood  that  the  functions  of  gov- 
ernment in  the  city  of  Mexico  are  in  the  hands  of  Marshal  Bazaine. 

At  Orizaba,  and  at  this  port,  the  civil  power  appears,  however,  still  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  so-called  Maximilian  authorities.  Between  these  and  the  French 
there  is  evidently  some  disagreement,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  custom-house  of  this  port. 

No  French  troops,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  were  embarked  at  this  port  during 
the  month  of  November,  nor  for  some  time  previous.  There  are  but  one  or  two 
transport  vessels  now  here,  and  nothing  transpiring  that  is  obvious  here  that 
indicates  any  preparation  for  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  any  part  of  the 
French  forces.  It  is  said  that  they  are  being  withdrawn  from  the  interior,-  and 
concentrated  on  the  line  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  this  port.  From  a  French 
aotrrce,  I  learn  that  the  number  of  their  troops  now  in  this  country  is  twenty- 
eight  thousand. 

It  is  reported  that  Miram^^n  and  Marquez  are  with  Maximilian  at  Orizaba, 
and  that  the  government  may  be  turned  over  to  them  as  the  representatives  of 
the  reactionary  party. 

I  am  unable  to  obtain  here  any  definite  information  as  to  the  movements  of 
President  Juarez,  but  it  seems  to  be  the  general  impression  that  he  is  now  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  city  of  San  Luis  Potosi.  The  French  forces  have 
been  withdrawn  from  that  point,  and  there  remained  in  that  vicinity  but  a 
9mall  Maximilian  force,  which,  it  is  believed,  can  interpose  but  little  obstacle  to 
the  occupation  of  that  place  by  the  forces  of  President  Juarez. 

The  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz  being  in  full  and  complete  possession  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  I  did  not  deem  it  proper,  acting  under  your  in- 
Btmctions,  to  land  here. 

The  French  expeditionary  forces  having  been  concentrated  on  the  line  from 
.  the  city  to  Mexico,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  route  is  the  very  last  that  I  should 
adopt  in  seeking  to  establbh  communication  with  President  Juarez.  I  should 
not  feel  authorized  to  accept,  even  if  tendered  to  me,  the  good  offices  of  those 
who  are  and  have  been  for  years  in  the  attitude  of  enemies  of  the  republic,  in 
seeking  to  reach  its  President. 

1  expect  to  receive  positive  information  from  our  consul  at  Tampico,  Mr. 
Chase,  as  to  the  situation  at  that  point,  by  the  English  steamer,  which  will  be 
due  from  that  port  to-morrow.  From  all  the  information  I  can  gather  here,  that 
port  and  the  line  thence  to  San  Luis  Potosi  are  in  the  undisturbed  possession 
of  the  liberals. 

From  my  present  information,  therefore,  it  appears  that  there  is  no  other 
pomt  on  the  coast  from  whence  I  can  more  speedily  open  conmiunication  with 
President  Juarez  than  Tampico,  and  unless  some  important  fact  is  developed 
here  within  a  delay  of  a  few  days,  changing  the  aspect  of  affairs,  I  shall  pro- 
c^  at  once  to  that  port  and  make  an  effort  to  i^ch  the  government  of  the 
lepablic  at  San  Luis  Potosi,  or  some  other  point  in  the  interior  in  that  direction. 

My  anxiety  to  open  communication  with  President  Juarez  as  speedily  as  pos- 
nble  is  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  the  condition  of  affairs  may  be  such  as  may 
veqaire  some  action  on  the  part  of  Congness  during  its  short  session,  and  early 
and  reliable  information,  therefore,  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  important  by  the 
Apartment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  5.]  United  States  Steamer  Susquehanna, 

hla  Verde,  off  Vera  Cruz,  Deamher  1,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  had  just  finished  my  despatch  Na  3  to  yoa,  of  this  date,  when  a  boat 
came  off  to  our  consul,  Mr.  Lieine,  who  is  still  on  board,  bringing  the  enclosed 
proclamation  published  this  morning  in  Vera  Cruz,  which  I  have  only  time  to 
send  you  without  translation  by  this  mail. 

From  its  tenor  it  appears  that  Maximilian  has  decided  to  remain  in  the  country. 
A  note  from  the  officer  of  the  consulate  to  Mr.  Lane  states  that  Maximilian 
left  Orizaba,  it  is  supposed  for  the  city  of  Mexico,  last  night. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


[Translation.] 


Long  live  the  empire  ! — Long  live  the  emperor ! 


Vera  Cruzans  :  One  of  the  most  gratefal  events  for  good  Mexicans  has  jnst  occurred 
to  the  nation.  His  majesty  the  emperor,  who  has  made  so  manj  sacrifices  for  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  oor  dear  conntrj,  has  given  the  best  proof  of  the  interest  he  takes  in  it. 

When  overwhelmed  b^  the  natural  feelings  which  were  still  contending  and  still  are  so  in 
his  mind  in  conseqaence  of  the  ill-health  of  his  august  and  noble  spouse,  our  beloved  sov- 
ereigpQ,  he  thought  for  a  moment  that  he  ought  temporarily  to  abandon  the  country,  to  de- 
vote himself  to  fulfilling  the  sacred  duty  of  offering  to  his  worthy  consort  the  care  she  so 
much  needs  in  the  delicate  condition  in  which  she  is,  the  emperor  sacrifices  himself  for  us, 
postpones  his  duties  as  a  man  to  those  which  his  honor  points  out  to  him  to  be  controllinfr, 
•and,  in  these  critical  moments,  that  the  country  may  pass  safely  through,  he  solemnly  de- 
clares that  he  will  continue  at  the  hehn,  and  will  contest  without  intermission  until  the  last 
drop  of  his  blood  be  shed  in  defence  of  the  nation. 

Vera  Cruzans !  Let  us  rejoice  ;  let  us  give  thanks  to  Providence  for  having  saved  the  in- 
tegrity of  our  territory,  and  with  full  outpouring  of  our  hearts  let  us  hail  the  day  of  the  re- 
surrection of  our  nationality  on  the  eve  of  its  disappearing. 

Vera  Cruz,  December  1,  1866. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Campbell. 

No.  7.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  6,  1866. 
SiE  :  I  transmit  for  your* information  a  copy  of  a  telegram*  of  the  Sd  instant 
from  Mr.  Bigelow,  at  Paris,  giving  tiie  substance  of  a  note  to  him  from  the 
French  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  regard  to  the  military  occupation  of  Mexico. 
From  this  it  appears  that  the  French  troops  will  be  withdrawn  altogether  from 
Mexico  in  March  next.  It  does  not  %eem  necessary  to  modify  the  instructions 
heretofore  sent  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Esq.,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 

*  For  enclosure  see  correspondence  with  France. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  MEXICAN  LEGATION. 

Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Traiislaiion.] 

Washington,  December  7,  1865. 
My  Dear  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  an  extract  from  the 
Messager  Franco- American,  of  the  4th  instant,  a  French  paper  published  in 
New  lork,  which  contains  a  letter  from  ita  correspondent  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
dated  17th  November  last,  giving  a  summary  of  the  situation.  The  circum- 
stance that  this  correspondent  views  the  occurrences  in  my  country  from  a  French 
point  of  view,  and  that  even  thus  it  appeal's  that  the  situation  is  untenable, 
induces  me  to  send  you  the  letter  and  call  your  especial  attention  to  it.  I  will 
send  an  English  translation  of  it  in  a  few  days  for  the  use  of  your  department. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc,,  Sfc.f  Sfc, 


[From  the  New  York  Messager  Franco-American  of  December  4,  1865.] 

[Translation.] 

(Special  correspondence  of  the  Messager.) 

Mexico,  November  17,  1865. 

If  we  may  rely  on  a  letter  addressed  by  the  emperor  Maximilian  to  his  minister  of  state— 
of  which  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy — we  mav  consider  the  administrative,  judicial,  and  finan- 
cial organization  of  the  empire  as  now  perfected.  Nothing  more  remains  but  to  carrj  into 
etkct  Ae  measures  elaborated  for  the  purpose  by  the  government,  and  to  await  their  results, 
which  **  cannot  bnt  be  excellent,"  according  to  the  imperialist  jonrnals.  We  are  informed, 
for  instance,  that  the  question  of  the  civil  list  is  settled;  that  the  administration  of  justice  is 
entirely  remodelled ;  that  the  financial  system  is  definitely  established.  Nevertheless,  the 
kws  relative  to  these  important  questions  are  yet  unpublished.  This  official  journal  daily 
I  publishes  decrees  relative  to  the  etiquette  of  the  court,  to  the  rank  of  the  various  function- 
aries, to  the  duties  of  the  ministers  towards  the  sovereign,  but  hitherto  wo  know  nothing 
whatever  of  subjects  of  general  interest.  Let  us  hope  that  the  work  of  perfection  will  be 
soon  completed,  for  people  are  waiting  with  some  impatience  for  the  publication  of  the  new 
decrees.  They  are  eager  to  learn  in  what  way  Maximilian  has  cut  the  thousand  Gordian 
knots  that  thus  far  have  never  ceased  to  fetter  the  progress  of  his  administration. 

If  the  work  of  the  civil  organization  of  the  empire  is  complete  in  the  eyes  of  Maximilian, 
I  doubt  whether  that  of  the  pacification  is  equally  so.  In  fact,  so  far  as  military  affairs  are 
eoocemed,  the  situation  is  tne  same  that  it  has  been  for  the  last  six  months.  On  every  side 
the  Juarists  show  themselves  with  their  usual  boldness.  It  is  in  vain  that  the  imperialist 
toMiers  multiply  themselves  bv  their  prodigies  of  activity ;  they  cannot  at  once  occupy  all 
parts  of  a  territory  so  vast  as  that  of  Mexico.  Their  duhr  is  limited  by  necessity  to  bear  the 
flag  of  the  empire  into  each  district  in  succession.  After  they  have  planted  it  there,  they 
eao  do  no  more  than  leave  it  there,  under  the  guard  of  the  inhabitants  themselves ;  and  I 
need  not  tell  you  whether  they  guard  it  well  or  ill.  Generally  the  few  individuals  of  the 
clerical  and  reactionary  party,  who  have  received  with  acclamation  the  imperaiists  on  their 
aniraU  are  compelled  to  quit  the  coimtry,  after  the  departure  of  the  troops,  in  order  to  escape 
from  popalar  vengeance.  Thence  ensue  deceptions  and  sufferings  innumerable.  Thus,  I 
kam  in  a  letter  from  Mazatlan,  (Sinaloo,)  under  date  of  the  31  st  October: 

"  General  Aymard  has  started  for  Durango,  with  2,200  men  and  1,200  baggage  mules.  This 
departure  has  caused  a  real  consternation  here  among  the  imperialists.  M  a  first  conse- 
quence. La  Noria,  that  interesting  town,  whose  influential  inhabitants  and  clergy  have  given 
80  many  proofo  of  devotedness  to  the  new  order  of  things,  has  been  abandon^,  as  well  by 
the  batftanon  of  chasseurs  d  pied  who  composed  its  garrison,  as  by  all  such  persons  as  com- 
promised themselves  by  favoring  the  empire.  The  chief  men  of  property,  rather  than  remain 
expoeed  to  uncertainty,  have  followed  the  camp  of  General  Aymard  in  the  capacity  of  mule- 
teen." 

Letters  from  Monterey,  under  date  of  October  20,  contain  the  same  language.  This  citv 
waj  evacuated  by  General  Jeanningros,  who  took  up  his  route  of  march  towards  Saltillo.  A 
Mexican  garrison,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Tinajero.  replaced  the  French  garrison. 
The  partuana  of  the  empire  showed  themselves  very  much  disturbed  and  almost  desperate 
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at  this  change,  of  tbe  consequenoes  of  which  the^  appeared  to  have  a  most  livelj  apprehen- 
sion. Many  among  them  have  converted  all  their  possessions  into  monej  at  any  pride,  not 
wishing  to  remain  in  a  city  which  **  the  red  pantaloons  have  ceased  to  protect."  I  under- 
stand this  sentiment,  which  is  a  remarkable  testimony  of  the  confidence  inspired  by  tbe 
fVench  bayonets.  Bat  should  we  not  ask  how  it  is  that,  after  seventeen  months'  existence 
which  the  actual  order  of  things  now  counts,  the  adhesion  of  such  or  such  a  region  of  tbe 
empire  is  considered  by  the  imperialists  as  inseparable  from  the  presence  of  French  uniforms  ! 

The  military  authorities  have  had  recourse,  as  I  lately  wrote  to  you,  to  the  disarming  em 
m<u9e  of  certahi  districts,  in  order  to  compel  their  submission.  But  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
the  fears  inspired  by  the  hostile  dispositions  of  the  people  in  general,  permit  me  to  cite  to 
you  some  articles  of  an  order  of  Marsnal  Bazaine,  dated  October^ : 

**  Article  1.  In  all  districts  subject  to  the  empire  there  will  be  a  certain  number  of 
licensed  armorers,  or,  in  default  of  them,  of  merchants  designated  by  the  military  authorities 
of  the  post,  to  whom  shall  be  granted  the  right  of  keeping  guns,  caps,  and  powder. 

'*  Art.  2.  These  merchants  shall  keep  a  register,  in  which  shall  be  inscribed  all  receipts 
of  arms  and  disbursements  of  the  same  from  tne  store,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  surveillance 
which  should  be  kept  over  sales. 

**Art.  3.  They  must  not  sell  any  arms,  unless  the  purchaser  is  provided  with  a  permit  to 
that  effect.  In  this  case,  they  will  insert  in  their  register  the  name,  the  profession,  and  tha 
residence  of  the  purchaser,  as  also  the  date  of  sale.  Permits  will  be  given  from  the  office 
of  the  sub-prefect,  and  will  be  available  only  after  being  countersigned  by  the  commander  of 
the  post. 

**Art.  6.  The  pan-covers  must  always  be  separated  from  the  arms,  as  also  the  barrels,  and 
deposited  in  a  place  known  only  to  the  armorer  and  the  commandant  of  the  post. 

^*Art.  7.  Neither  arms  nor  caps  are  to  be  sold  as  articles  of  trade.    Guns,  mnskete,  and 

{>ercus8ion  carbines,  or  such  to  which  bayonets  can  be  attached,  are  not  to  be  permitted  to 
eave  the  armorer's  house  without  special  authorization. 

"Art.  12.  The  country  not  being  yet  completely  pacified,  permits  to  carry  arms  given  bv 
the  civil  prefects  and  municipal  magistrates  will  not  be  valid  unless  countersigned  by  the  mili- 
tary authorities,  who  will  take  note  of  them." 

Summary  executions  of  J uarists,. captured  in  arms,  continue  on  every  side.  I  spare  you 
the  details  of  them.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  tbe  hour  of  retaliation  is  nigh,  and  that  the 
republican  authorities  will  shoot  and  hang  in  their  turn.  We  pity  the  unfortunate  soldiers, 
wno  cannot  help  it,  and  who  will  be  tbe  first  victims  of  the  imperial  proclamation, 

Tbe  announcement  of  another  victory,  gained  by  General  Mendez  over  the  forces  of  Ronda, 
in  Michoacan,  does  not  seem'  to  be  confirmed.  According  to  all  appearances,  they  have 
given  to  a  partial  engagement  the  proportions  of  a  general  battle.  All  the  circumstances 
induce  us  to  believe,  no wever,  that  Ronda  and  Riva  Palacios  have  succeeded  in  reaching 
Zitacuaro,  in  spite  of  the  pursuit  of  which  they  were  the  object.  If  such  be  the  case,  mili- 
tary operations  in  Michoacan  must  come  to  a  pause ;  for  Mendez,  with  his  soldiers,  exhausted 
by  twenty  days  of  forced  marching,  cannot  be  in  a  condition  to  follow  the  liberals  and  attack 
them  in  their  mountains.  * 

This  is  nearly  all  that  I  will  say  to  you  in  reference  to  military  affairs ;  for  I  would  tire  your 
readers  by  detailing  to  them  the  account  of  the  battles  that  are  fought  almost  every  day  in 
different  parts  of  the  couutry.  Moreover,  I  have  some  facts  of  great  importance  wherewith 
to  entertain  you.  And,  in  the  first  place,  have  they  mentioned  in  the  New  York  papers  the 
resignation  in  a  body  of  the  officers  of  the  Belgian  legion  ?  No  sheet  in  Mexico  has  breathed 
a  word  of  it,  although  the  fact  is  authentic.  I  have  learned  it  by  a  letter  from  Morelia, 
'  which  gives  me  the  following  details : 

**  You  know  that,  after  the  departure  of  Colonel  De  Portier,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Van  der 
Smissen  was  invested  with  the  military  government  of  the  province  of  Morelia.  The  bril- 
liant victory  of  the  Loma,  on  the  16th  of  July,  it  would  seem,  should  have  confirmed  M. 
Van  der  Smissen  in  this  command.  It  was  the  very  contrary  that  took  place.  M.  Van  der 
Smissen  has  been  superseded  by  the  Mexican  Colonel  Mendez,  who  up  to  that  time  had  served 
under  the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  Belgian  corps,  especially  in  the  affair  of  the  16th 
of  July. 

*'This  measure,  it  may  easily  be  conceived,  occasioned  the  most  serious  discontent  in  the 
Belgian  corps,  and  its  immediate  result  was  the  resignation  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Van  der 
Smissen,  followed  by  that  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Belgian  corps." 

The  resolution  of  the  Belgian  officers  seems  to  have  occasioned  great  embarrassment  to 
the  imperial  government.  This  latter  hesitated  and  deliberated  long  enou$rh,  and  finally  re- 
fused to  accept  the  tendered  resignations.  It  is  believed  that  it  is  the  intention  to  send  the 
Belgian  corps  as  far  away  from  the  capital  as  possible,  under  pretext  of  pacifying  one  or 
other  of  the  departments  of  the  north. 

There  is  another  serious  fact,  the  narrative  of  which  I  borrowed  from  the  FerrO'Carril  of 
Orizaba,  and  which  requires  no  comment     It  is  this : 

"The  rumor  has  been  current  for  some  days  past  that  the  individual  named  G.  Finck, 
resident  for  about  thirty  years  at  Potrero,  where  he  possesses  a  beautiful  coffee  plantation, 
has  been  shot  at  Paso  del  Macho,  having  been  convicted  of  complicity  with  the  bands  of 
robbers  who  infest  the  roads  below  Orizaba.    This  man  Finck  exercised  at  Potrero  the  func* 

tions  of  Prussian  consular  agent.  ^ .,,  ...^  ^v  ^^ w  ^^ 

^         ^  o 
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"Further  inquiries,  made  in  the  best  infonned  qnarters,  inform  ns  that  the  accused  is 
esnfined  in  die  fortress  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  where  his  trial  is  to  take  place  before  the 
eoQZt-martial  sitting  at  Vera  Cmz,  conformably  to  a  decree  of  the  3d  October  just  passed. 
GrsTe  charges  are  brought  against  him— at  least  if  we  may  indge  from  the  current  rumors/* 

The  foar  of  a  complication  with  Prussia,  I  must  acknowledge,  causes  very  little  thoueht 
outfflde  of  official  circles ;  but  less  IndiffBreuce  is  manifested  in  regard  to  a  new  affront  offeredby 
the  imperialist  authorities  to  the  press.  The  Exhalacion  of  Quadalajara  has  been  the  object 
of  a  summary  and  unusual  measure.  Without  the  reception  of  any  preliminary  warning 
whaterer,  it  was  peremptorily  enjoined  to  cease  its  publication  by  an  order  from  the  office  of 
the  piefidct.  The  occasion  for  this  act  of  ri^or,  entirely  beyond  me  limits  of  legal  authority, 
WIS  an  article  published  by  that  journal  in  its  issue  of  the  25th  of  October,  and  containing 
politacal  reflections  on  the  course  of  the  imperial  policy.  I  have  read  this  article,  and  while 
nmarking  in  it  some  passages  calculated  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  authorities,  I  must 
confess  t&t  I  cannot  understand  the  reason  of  the  exceptional  severity  which  it  has  provoked. 
Enen  admitting  it  overleaped  the  limits  which  the  government  has  thought  proper  to  appoint 
for  discusmon,  the  law  of  the  10th  of  April  has  provided  for  the  case,  and  appointed  regular 
penalties,  lb  which  the  authorities  might  have  restricted  themselves  without  inconvenience. 
The  condition  in  which  the  press  is  placed  is  already  hard  enough,  not  to  aggravate  it  an^ 
fimher.  Are  ihey  right,  then,  who  affirm  that  the  empire  is  nothing  but  the  triumph  of  arbi- 
tnurrpower? 

what  shaU  I  tell  you  of  interest  in  the  way  of  court  news  ?  The  whole  may  be  briefly 
rammed  up  tiius :  The  empress  departed  on  the  6th  for  Yucatan,  and  her  absence  has  left  a 
neat  vend  at  the  palace  of  Chapultepec    She  waa  to  reach  Vera  Cruz  on  the  13th  or  14th. 

NOPAL. 


[Translation.] 

Alcazar  op  Chapulti;pec,  November  1,  1866. 

My  Dear  Minister  op  State  ;  After  assiduous  labor  and  a  mature  examination  of  long 
days'  duration  we  have  at  last  ended,  and  I  send  you  with  this  letter  all  the  decrees,  laws, 
au.  by-laws  concerning  the  provisory  organic  statute  promulgated  by  us  the  first  day  of  the 
first  anniversary  of  our  reign.  The  political,  judiciary,  and  administrative  organization  of  our 
eoQutry  Is  thus  almost  completed. 

In  the  administration  of  justice,  the  particular  object  of  our  solicitude,  some  important 
work  will  be  found  wanting.  The  difficulties  attending  upon  such  a  subject,  and  the  lament- 
able state  in  which  we  have  found  this  branch  of  our  institutions,  are  the  cause  of  this  defi- 
deney.  The  administration  of  finances  is  also  to  be  completed.  Finally,  the  regulation 
i^on  professional  instruction  we,  however,  adjourned  until  we  select  the  competent  men  who 
are  to  participate  in  its  application  and  development. 

My  desire  was  to  get  tnrough  the  organization  two  months  after  the  promulgation  of  the 
itetate.  This  being  impossime,  I  have  postponed  to  a  later  date  the  glorious  anniversary  of 
oar  independence.  But  your  colleagues  ana  youself  having  rapresented  to  me  that  it  was 
inpossible  to  finish  in  so  brief  a  time  a  work  of  such  importance,  I  have  been  compelled  to 
pot  it  off  until  to-day. 

Many  a  month  has  elapsed.  This  time  will  not,  however,  be  lost  if,  as  I  hope  and  recom- 
Bwod,  my  cabinet  executes  and  causes  the  law  and  regulations  we  issue  to-day  to  be  executed. 

I  acknowledge  myself  that  numerous  modifications  are  to  be  made  in  the  way  we  publish 
to^y.  Experience  and  study  will  cause  us  to  reach  possible  perfection.  With  these  views 
we  have  prescribed  to  all  authorities  to  send  us  in  the  course  of  the  year  the  observations 
iOg^ested  by  practice. 

Tou  will  see  that  the  president  of  the  council  of  state  appoints  three  commissions  to  study 
caiefunr  the  rules  of  administrative  right  adopted  by  the  most  advanced  nations,  their  finan- 
gU  and  judiciary  system,  in  order  to  ^apt  these  rules  to  what  has  been  established  among 
Qi,  and  to  calculate  what  innovations  it  is  proper  for  us  to  adopt,  in  order  to  perfect  the  dis- 
positions of  the  statute. 

We  have,  at  last,  reached  the  end  of  the  period  of  legislative  elaboration  in  which  you 
bare  been  exclusiyely  engaged  as  well  as  your  colleagues.  From  this  day  will  begin  in  its 
fiifaiess  the  period  of  government  based  upon  this  orgamzation. 

MAXIMILIAN. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Setoard. 
[Translation.] 
Mexican  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washingion,  December  8,  1865. 
Hr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  of  traQsmitting  to  jou,  for  the  informa- 
tkm  of  ttie  government  of  die  United  States,  the  copy  of  a  note  dated  9th  No- 
VoL  iii 2  ^  y,u^.^  ^y  ^ w  X 
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vember  last,  at  El  Paso  del  Norte,  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  enclosing 
two  decrees,  issued  the  previous  day  by  the  President  of  that  republic,  and  the 
circular  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  accompanying  them,  of  which  docu- 
ments I  also  send  a  copy. 

The  constitution  of  the  Mexican  republic  provides  that  the  presidential  term 
shall  be  four  years.  The  fourth  year  of  the  term  of  the  present  President  ended 
on  the  30th  day  of  November  last. 

President  Juarez's  recognized  and  proverbial  respect  for  laws  made  many 
friends  of  Mexican  independence  fear  that  when  that  day  arrived  he  would  de- 
clare his  presidency  at  an  end,  and  deliver  the  supreme  power  of  the  republic 
to  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  who  performs  the  duties  of  vice- 
president  in  that  republic,  as  the  French  invasion  had  prevented  the  election  of 
a  new  president ;  while  the  enemies  of  Mexico  wanted  him  to  do  it,  thhiking  it 
would  contribute  gieatly  to  their  success ;  at  least,  because  it  would  rid  them  of 
one  of  the  strongest  defenders  of  the  independence  of  Mexico. 

But  the  President  did  not  wish  to  destroy  the  government  of  Mexico  by  con- 
forming to  a  provision  not  comprehended  in  the  present  case.  For  a  long  time 
he  had  been  receiving  invitations  from  many  of  the  most  eminent  patriots  to  act 
as  he  has  done.  In  making  this  declaration  the  government  only  expressed  the 
national  will,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  acquiescence  of  the  Mexican  people  will 
confirm  this  resolution,  made  for  the  sole  purpose  of  effecting  a  more  perfect 
defence  of  national  independence.  The  powers  of  President  Juarez  to  issue 
such  a  declaration  are  amply  sufficient,  as  you  will  perceive  in  the  decrees  of  the 
Mexican  congress,  of  which  I  transmit  you  copies. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurdnces  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


No.  1. 

Mr.  Lerdo  to  Mr.  Romero, 

[Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OP  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND  GOVERNMENT,  AMERICAN  SECTION— NO.  391. 

Paso  del  Norte,  November  9,  1865. 
I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  official  paper  of  to-day,  containing  two  decreeB  issued  by  the 
citizen  President  of  the  republic  yesteraay,  through  this  department,  together  with  a  circular 
explaining  them. 

One  of  the  decrees  relates  to  the  prolongation  of  the  functions  of  the  citizen  President  of 
the  republic  while  the  \mx  prevents  a  constitutional  election ;  and  the  other  refers  to  the 
responsibilities  of  the  citizen  General  Jesns  G.  Ortes^,  for  having  abandoned  the  office  of 
president  of  the  court  of  justice,  and  for  the  offence  of  deserting  the  flag  of  his  country  daring 
war,  and  remaining  abroad  without  leave  of  absence  or  commission  from  the  government. 
The  object  of  these  decrees  is  explained  in  the  circular. 
I  protest  my  attentive  consideration. 

LEEDO  BE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  Washington,  D,  C. 
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No.  2. 

[TraDslation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  tbe  following 
decree: 

Benito  Joarez.  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inhabitants 
of  tbe  same,  maketh  known : 

In  accordance  with  the  ample  faculties  conferred  upon  me  by  the  national  congress,  by  its 
decrees  of  December  11,  18(31,  May  3,  1862,  and  October  27,  1862,  and  May  27,  1863,  and 
in  consideration — 

L  That  in  articles  78,  79,  80,  and  82  of  the  federal  constitution,  the  only  ones  which  treat 
of  the  period  of  the  functions  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  of  the  mode  of  supplying 
hifl  place,  tfad  case  only  was  anticipated  of  the  possibility  of  holding  a  new  election  for  rres- 
•  ideot;  and  the  actual  fact  of  none  being  held,  without  any  provision  for  the  case  of  a  war. 
like  the  present  one,  in  which,  while  the  enemy  occupies  a  great  part  of  the  national  terri- 
tory, it  18  impossible  that  general  elections  should  be  held  at  the  ordinary  stated  times  as- 
signed for  them ; 

t.  That  in  those  articles  of  the  constitution,  in  order  to  supply  a  vacancy  of  the  place  of 
Prefident  of  the  republic,  provision  is  made  for  intrusting  the  executive  power  to  the  pres- 
ident of  Uie  supreme  court  of  justice,  but  only  temporanlv,  in  this  one  case  that  was  an- 
ticipated, that  a  new  election  might  as  soon  as  possible  be  held ; 

3.  That  as  it  is  impossible  now  to  have  an  election,  on  account  of  the  war,  the  fact  that 
the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  should  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  government 
for  in  indefinite  period  would  imply  a  prolongation  and  extension  of  his  powers  oeyond  the 
hteralpiieecriptions  of  the  constitution ; 

4.  Toat,  by  the  supreme  law  of  the  necessity  of  the  preservation  of  the  government,  the 
coDtmuance,  in  the  present  case,  of  the  powers  of  the  President,  and  of  his  substitute,  is  the 
BOft  conformable  to  the  constitution ;  because,  in 'order  to  avoid  the  danger  of  leaving  the 
goTemment  without  a  head,  it  was  established  that  there  should  be  two  functionaries,  of 
whom  one  could  supply  the  place  of  the  other ;  and  because,  conformably  to  tbe  votes  of 
the  people,  the  President  of  the  republic  was  elected  primarily  and  directly  to  exercise  tbe 
fmciions  of  government,  while  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  was  elected  pnmarily 
tod  directly  to  exercise  judicial  functions,  the  executive  power  being  intrusted  to  him  only 
lecondarily  and  provisionally,  in  case  of  absolute  necessity ; 

5.  And  considering  that,  as  the  present  case  has  not  been  provided  for  in  tbe  constitution, 
the  light  of  declaring  what  is  most  conformable  to  its  spirit  and  prescriptions  belongs  exclu- 
sirely  to  the  legislative  authority,  which,  by  the  law  of  the  11th  of  December,  1861,  con- 
finued  by  other  repeated  votes  of  confidence  of  the  national  congress,  was  delegated  to  the 
Prendent  of  the  republic,  in  order  that,  without  being  subject  to  ordinary  constitutional 
nikt,  he  might  be  invested  with  plenary  power  to  make  whatever  regulations  he  might  judge 
conrenient  under  the  present  circumstances,  without  other  restrictions  than  those  of  saving 
the  independence  and  the  integrity  of  the  national  territory,  tbe  form  of  government  estab- 
liftbed  by  the  constitution,  and  the  principles  and  laws  of  reform — 

I  have  thought  proper  to  decree  as  follows : 

Art.  1.  In  the  present  state  of  war,  the  functions  of  the  President  of  the  republic  ought 
to  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  continued  for  the  time  that  may  be  necessary  beyond  the  ordinary 
oonstitutional  period,  until  the  government  can  be  transferred  to  the  new  President  that  may 
he  elected,  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  war  may  permit  an  election  to  be  constitutionally 

Art.  2.  Similarly,  the  powers  of  the  person  who  holds  the  position  of  president  of  the 
nptODe  court  of  justice  should  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  continued  for  the  time  necessarv 
bejoBd  tbe  ordinary  period,  in  order  that,  in  case  the  President  of  the  republic  should  fail, 
he  may  be  able  to  take  his  place. 

Wherefore  it  is  ordered  that  the  decree  be  printed,  published,  drcolated,  and  have  due 
toh  given  to  it 

GiTea  at  Pafo  del  Norte,  on  the  eighth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
■xty-five. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

BOASTIAlf  Lerdo  Tejada, 

Mimister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  of  Government. 

I  eonuDunicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  information,  and  that  it  may  have  due  effect. 
Independence  and  liberty!    Paso  del  Norte,  November  8,  1865. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
The  GovEEVoa  of  the  StaU  of . 
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No.  3. 
[TranBlatioiL] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND  OP  GOVERNMENT. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  addifess  to  me  the  following 
decree: 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  same,  makeUi  known : 

In  accordance  with  the  ample  faculties  conferred  on  roe  by  the  national  congress,  by  the 
decrees  of  December  11, 1861,  May  3,  and  October  27,  1862,  and  May  27,  1863,  and  in  con- 
sideration— 

1.  That  General  Jesns  G.  Ortega,  in  July  of  the  year  1863,  preferred  to  nndertake  the 
duties  of  g^Temor  of  the  State  of  Zacatecas,  resigning  at  the  same  time  the  position  of  con- 
stitutional president  of  Uie  supreme  court  of  justice ; 

2.  That  on  this  account,  following  the  examples  of  congress,  which,  on  occasion  of  a 
vacancy  in  tiie  office  of  constitutional  president  ot  the  court,  had  once  provisionally  appointed 
a  president  of  the  court,  the  government  resolved  at  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  under  date  of 
November  30,  1864,  and  declared,  as  far  as  was  necessary,  that  General  Ortega  continued  to 
hold  the  position  of  president  of  the  court  of  justice ; 

3.  That  the  purpose  literally  expressed  in  that  resolution  was  to  avoid  the  danger  of  leaving 
the  government  without  a  head,  by  giving  to  General  Ortega  a  certain  and  recognized  title, 
in  order,  if  the  presidency  of  the  republic  became  vacant,  he  might  forthwith  succeed  to  the 
position ;  • 

4.  That,  as  it  'wm  not  in  opposition  to  this  purpose,  inasmuch  as  it  could  be  attended  to 
in  any  part  of  the  republic,  tne  government,  on  the  30th  day  of  December,  1864,  granted  to 
General  Ortega  the  permission  which  he  asked  on  the  28th,  to  be  allowed  to  go  and  sustain 
bv  arms  the  cause  of  independence  in  the  interior  of  the  republic,  with  the  understanding 
directly  expressed  in  the  permit,  in  accordance  with  his  own  solicitations,  that  he  might  be 
allowed  to  go  directly  through  Mexican  territory,  or  else  pass  without  delay  through  foreign 
•oil; 

5.  That  General  Ortega  subsequently  set  out,  and,  in  place  of  merely  passing  throngb, 
according  to  the  express  tenor  of  nis  permit,  has  remained  permanently,  up  to  this  time,  in 
a  foreign  country,  without  license  or  commission,  thus  abandoning  the  position  of  president 
of  the  supreme  court,  under  the  present  serious  circumstances  of  the  war,  when  the  danger 
and  inconveniences  might  have  been  and  may  be  greater  of  a  want  of  a  head  for  the  gov- 
ernment, which,  in  expectation  of  his  action,*  had  not  made  any  haste  to  appoint  a  president 
of  the  court,  who,  in  case  of  a  failure  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  might  take  his  place ; 

6.  That,  in  addition  to  this  responsibility  for  official  delinquency  in  the  position  of  presi- 
dent of  the  supreme  court,  he  appears,  also,  to  be  responsiole  for  another  delinquency  in 
failing  to  obey  g^"^'^^  orders,  inasmuch  as,  holding  a  position  as  general,  he  has  proceeded 
voluntarilv  to  take  up  his  residence  abroad  during  the  war,  thereby  abandoning  the  cause  of 
the  repubuc,  of  its  fla?,  and  of  the  army ; 

7.  That,  conformably  to  article  103  of  the  constitution,  the  president  of  the  court  is  re- 
sponsible, during  his  period  of  office,  as  well  for  the  official  delinquencies,  faults,  and  omis- 
sions in  the  said  position,  as  for  common  delinquencies ; 

8.  And  in  consideration,  also,  that  the  government  can  and  ought  to  declare  this  respon- 
sibility, in  virtue  of  the  power  and  ample  faculties  delegated  to  it  by  cougress,  not  nullifying, 
but  in  necessarv  cases  justiy  applying,  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  in  reference  to  the 
responsibility  of  public  functionanes— 

I  have  decreed  as  follows : 

Art.  1.  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega,  for  having  proceeded  to  take  up  his  residence  in 
a  foreign  country  during  the  war  actually  being  waged,  without  license  or  commission  from 
the  government,  appears  responsible  for  official  delinquency  on  account  of  the  voluntary 
abandonment  of  the  charge  of  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice ;  and,  whenever  he 
presents  himself  in  the  territory  of  the  republic,  the  government  will  make  proper  arrange- 
ments for  instituting  judicial  proceedings  to  pass  judgment  on  his  culpability,  as  it  shaUoe 
made  to  appear. 

Art.  2.  In  virtue  of  the  ample  faculties  delegated  to  it  by  congress,  and  applying  article 
104  of  the  constitution,  the  government  declares  that  there  are  grounds  for  proceeding  against 
Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega;  and  that  whenever  he  presents  himself  in  the  territory  <?  the  re- 
public, proner  steps  will  be  taken  to  obtain  judgment  on  the  offence  involved  in  the  fact, 
that,  wmle  nolding  the  position  of  general  in  the  army,  he  proceeded  to  reside  permanently 
and  of  his  own  free  accord  in  a  foreign  country  during  the  war,  without  authority  from  the 
government,  and  to  the  abandonment  of  the  army,  of  its  flag,  and  of  the  cause  of  tfaie  republic. 

Art.  3.  Conformably  to  practice  of  congress  on  other  occasions,  the  govemoient,  in  the 
use  of  its  ample  faculties,  will  appoint  a  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  in  order 
that  he  may  be  able  to  succeed  to  the  position  of  President  of  the  republic,  in  case  it  should 
become  vacant  before  the  government  can  be  turned  over  to  a  new  president  to  be  constitu- 
tionally elected,  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  war  will  allow,     y.-v  v.  ^y  ^^ ^  .^ 
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Wbcnfore,  it  is  ordered  thst  tbis  decree  be  printed,  published,  drcakted,  and  have  due 
fitiyi  given  to  it. 

GiTen  at  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  eig^hth  day  of  NoTember,  in  the  year  one  thoosand  eight 
hudied  and  oxtj-fiYe. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

fiBBAVriAK  LOtBO  DB  TSJADA, 

Mimitter  of  Foreign  Relations  and  of  CUtvemmenU 

I  oommmiicate  the  same  to  yon  for  your  knowledge,  and  that  it  may  have  due  effect 
Independence  and  liberty!    Paso  del  Norte,  November  8,  1865. 

LEBDO  BE  TEJADA. 
The  GoYERKOE  qf  the  8taU  of . 


No.  4. 


r^pom  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Paso  del 
Norte,  November  9,  1865.—Translation.  ] 

DEPARTMEHT  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND   GOVERNMENT,  OFFICE  OF  GOVERNMENT- 
SECTION  FIRST. 

CIRCULAB. 

J  tend  you  two  decrees  issued  to-day  by  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic,  relative  to 
die  continuation  of  his  office,  and  the  manner  of  filling,  if  he  should  fail  while  the  war  pre- 
Tnts  a  new  constitutional  election. 

Snoe  tiie  30th  of  November,  1864,  when  the  government  decided,  in  Chihuahua,  that  th6 
prwdential  term  of  four  years  did  not  expire  at  that  time,  but  one  year  after,  and  the  opin- 
lOBB  of  many  public  functionaries  were  adduced  in  that  resolution  to  show  that  the  powers 
tad  aathoriff  of  the  President  should  be  prolonged  to  an  indefinite  period  beyond  the  ordi- 
Bsiy  term  as  long  as  the  extraordinary  situation  caused  by  the  war  should*  render  it  impossi- 
Us  to  hold  a  new  election ;  the  government  gave  notice  that  the  question  should  not  be 
taken  up  at  that  time,  but  wait  till  circumstances  should  render  it  necessary  to  be  decided. 

As  that  time  has  now  come,  and  the  decree  of  this  day  has  decided  it,  with  sufficient  reasons, 
I  w31  only  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  articles  of  the  federal  constitution,  to  which  the  de- 
ereerefeiB,  and  they  are  as  follows : 

'*  ART.  78.  The  President  shall  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber, and  shall  remain  in  office  four  years. 

"Art.  79.  During  the  temporary  or  absolute  default  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  be- 
fim  Uie  newly  elect^  is  presented,  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  shall  exer- 
cite  duit  power. 

"Art.  80.  If  the  default  of  the  President  be  absolute,  a  new  election  shall  take  place,  in 
eonformi^  with  article  76,  and  the  newly  elected  shall  exercise  his  functions  till  the  last  day 
of  NovemDer  of  the  fourth  year  following  his  election. 

^  Art.  8^  If^  for  any  reason,  the  election  of  President  is  not  held  and  published  by  the 

fait^of  December,  when  he  is  to  be  replaced,  or  the  elected  is  not  ready  to  enter  upon  the 

of  his  duties,  the  former  shall  nevertheless  cease,  and  the  supreme  executive  power 

temporarily  in  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice." 

-  .,     -  ^^_ 

not 


onlv 

iaa  refera  only  to  cases'  where  the  election  has  already  been  held,  or  coald  have' been  held, 

md  ofderi  it  to  be  done  immediately. 

la  &et,  it  is  seen  by  article  79  that  the  president  of  the  court  shall  exercise  the  power  in 
MnK  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  before  the  newly  elected  presents  himself ;  that  in 
Mtide  8D  a  new  election  is  ordered ;  and  in  article  82,  in  more  precise  terms,  it  is  repeated 
te  the  president  of  the  court  shall  only  be  charged  provisionally  with  the  executive  power, 
aad  ihalt  only  hold  it  until  a  new  election  can  take  place. 

AD  the  articles  having  this  meaning,  it  is  natural  and  necessary  to  attribute  the  same  sig- 
■ifieatien  to  the  precept  contained  in  82,  when  it  is  established  that,  at  the  end  of  the  orm- 
Miy  term,  if  for  any  reason  the  election  fbr  a  new  President  had  not  been  held  and  published, 
ft*  fermer  should  yield,  and  the  president  of  the  court  assume  the  executive  power  tempo- 
^Ay.  This  precept  supposes,  as  all  the  other  articles  do,  the  possibilitv  of  holding  an  eleo- 
w,  and  wished  to  provide  for  the  case  when  no  election  had  been  held,  although  it  could 
Bnv^seeo  done. 

WUheut  attempting  to  make  all  the  articles  mean  the  same,  the  signification  of  82  is  plain 
•■•Jgh  to  show  tnat  it  was  to  apply  only  when  an  election  was  possible ;  for,  in  case  no 
ytwR  was  held  and  publishea,  its  precepts  could  not  be  applied,  nor  to  the  case  whwe 
■■•  had  been  no  election  or  publication,  or  an  election  without  publication.      GooqIp 
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The  idea  alladinf:  to  the  posf  ibilitj  of  an  immediate  election  is  plainer  in  artiele  82,  where 
it  says  the  executive  shall  oe  confided  to  the  president  of  the  court,  who  shall  hold  it  tempo* 
rarilj.  These  two  words  were  used,  though  either  one  of  them  would  have  been  enough, 
to  signify  that  the  case  was  not  thought  of  where  the  president  of  the  court  should  hold  iha 
power  long  or  for  an  indefinite  period,  but  that  he  should  resign  it,  or  only  hold  it  till  the 

fublication  of  a  new  election  already  held  should  be  made,  or  a  new  one  be  immediately  held. 
t  cannot  be  supposed  that  a  temporary  office  would  be  held  for  an  indefinite  period ;  nor  that 
the  supreme  executive  power  would  be  intrusted  to  an  officer  already  elected  to  another  office 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  and  the  period  of  which  had  almost  expired. 

It  would  be  clearly  wrong  to  give  that  meaning  to  an  article  of  the  constitution,  when  it 
would  violate  other  articles  of  the  same  constitt;Ltion.  This  would  be  the  case  if  article  82  were 
so  interpreted,  even  if  an  election  were  not  possible ;  because  other  articles  would  be  infringed, 
intrusting  the  supreme  power  to  the  president  of  the  court,  to  hold  it  temporarily,  till  the  new 
President  elect  should  present  himself,  or  till  a  new  election  could  immediately  take  place. 

It  is  evident  that  the  meaning  of  article  82  is  to  prevent  a  President  of  the  republic  from 
abusing  his  power  and  authority  by  hindering  the  newly  elected  from  taking  nis  seat,  or 
stopping  an  election  when  it  oould  have  been  held.  It  could  not  possibly  be  applied  to  a 
case  of  this  kind,  where  no  act  of  the  President,  but  war,  prevented  an  election  from  being 
held.  As  there  is  no  cause  for  supposing  abuse  of  power  in  this  c€kse,  it  is  wrong  tol>elieve 
that  the  constitution  intended  to  destroy  the  power  it  created,  or  to  take  it  from  one  who  de- 
served it  most  through  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  give  it  to  another  who  was  to  assume 
it  only  under  the  most  urgent  circumstances  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 

It  is  not  strange  or  new  that  certain  precepts  of  tbe  constitution  intended  to  apply  in  times 
of  peace  should  be  found  inapplicable  in  times  of  war.  The  only  article  of  the  constitution 
that  looks  to  this  case  is  12b,  which  says :  when  a  rebellion  or  war  interrupts  the  execution 
of  its  precepts,  **  the  observance  of  them  shall  be  restored  as  soon  as  the  people  regain  their 
liberty."  For  this  reason  it  is  not  strange  that  the  articles  of  the  constitution  in  reference  to 
the  duration  of  the  functions  of  the  President  and  of  tbe  mode  of  filling  his  place  are  not  now 
applicable.  In  these  articles  a  principle  was  laid  down,  and  then  the  rules  necessary  to  cany 
H  out.  In  article  76  the  term  of  four  years  was  established  as  a  principle  for  the  duration  of 
presidential  power ;  and  in  articles  79,  80,  and  82,  rules  for  the  renovation  or  substitution  of 
the  presidency,  by  default  or  at  an  end,  were  laid  down.  In  cases  where  this  principle  is 
inevitably  suspended,  by  war  for  instance,  the  constitutional  regulations  cannot  be  carried 
out  or  enforced  till  peace  is  declared. 

In  a  case  like  the  present,  when  war  is  waging,  the  supreme  necessity  of  preserving  the 
government  makes  it  just  and  necessary  to  continue  the  functions  of  him  who  is  the  chi^ 
executive.  If  war  makes  it  impossible  to  elect  a  President  of  the  republic  while  the  pre^dent 
of  the  court  is  holding  the  office  temporarily,  it  is  certainly  right  to  prolong  the  office  of  the 
President  to  any  period  required,  but  only  in  case  of  absolute  necessity. 

As  it  is  now  unpossible  to  hold  an  election,  the  president  of  the  court  would  have  tobe  pat 
into  power,  and  serve  for  the  remaining  time  of  his  six  years,  if  it  were  not  necessary  for  him 
to  continue  in  power  beyond  that  time,  and  thus  violate  the  constitution.  lie  can  exercise 
the  supreme  power  but  for  a  short  time,  only  till  an  election  can  be  held ;  and  if  that  cannot 
be  done,  he  would  have  to  hold  over,  even  beyond  the  term  of  his  office  as  supreme  judge, 
contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitutional  regulations. 

So  the  impossibility  of  holding  an  election  al  the  present  time,  on  account  of  war,  makes 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  prolong  the  presidential  powers,  either  in  the  person  of  the  Preai- 
dent  himself^  or  in  tbe  supreme  judge.    If  this  prolongation  is  inevitable,  whv  not  continue 


it  with  the  President  elect,  the  choice  of  the  people,  and  not  with  a  iudge,  who  was  to  hold 
it  for  a  limited  time,  till  a  successor  could  be  elected?  Undoubtedly  it  would  be  more  proper 
and  conformable  to  the  constitution  to  prolong  both  offices,  according  to  the  will  of  the  people ; 
and  as  the  constitution  in  time  of  peace  wanted  both  the  offices  to  be  filled  at  the  same  time, 
so  that  the  government  should  never  want  a  head,  would  it  not  be  more  proper  to  keep  them 
filled  in  time  of  war,  when  there  is  greater  danger  from  anarchy?  On  the  other  hand,  if 
there  was  any  doubt  about  this  being  the  most  conformable  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  con- 
stitution, the  legislative  power  only  could  solve  it ;  and  as  tbe  citizen  President  of  the  repub- 
lic now  holds  that  power,  delegated  to  him  by  congress,  with  unlimited  extent,  to  do  as  he 
pleased  in  war,  without  other  restriction  than  that  of  saving  the  independence  and  integrity 
of  the  territory,  the  form  of  government  established  by  the  constitution,  and  the  principles 
and  laws  of  reform. 

As  this  question  of  prolonging  the  power  of  the  President  is  settled,  we  must  attend  to  the 
case  of  default  or  substitution.  For  this  reason  it  was  necessary  to  issue  the  other  decree  to- 
day, in  relation  to  the  fact  that  General  Jesus  G.  Ortega  remains  in  a  foreign  conatry,  with- 
out leave  or  commission,  has  given  up  his  place  as  president  of  the  court,  and  resigned  his 
rank  in  the  army.  He  acted  in  the  same  manner  once  before  at  San  I^uis  Potosi,  giving  up 
his  place  as  constitutional  president  of  the  court  of  justice  and  assuming  that  of  constitutionid 
governor  of  the  Sute  of  Zacatecas,  without  any  authority  or  license.  In  the  resolution  made 
by  the  government  at  Chihuahua,  November  30, 1864,  it  was  explained  why  it  was  presumed 
he  bad  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  court.  Article  118  of  the  constitution  prohibits  the 
holding  of  two  elective  offices  at  the  same  time,  but  permits  the  elected  to  choose  which  ho 
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prefers.  Although  the  article  refers  to  offices  of  the  ^neral  goyemment,  it  mast  here  applj 
to  State  offices  a6o.  Notwithstanding  this,  it  was  determined  in  Chihuahua  that  General 
Ortega  should  retain  his  office  of  president  of  the  court,  for  the  national  interest,  so  that,  in 
de£MiU  of  the  President,  the  judge  could  take  his  place.  He  was  not  called  constitutional 
pesident  of  the  court,  Qor  could  the  government  give  him  that  title,  for  he  had  resigned  it 
TB  Sao  Luis  Potosi,  and  could  only  regain  it  by  a  popular  election ;  but  the  government, 
using  the  full  power  conferred  upon  it,  declared  that  General  Ortega  was  vested  with  the 
chareeter  of  the  president  of  the  court.  In  this  the  government  only  followed  a  precedent  of 
eoDgress,  that  had  appointed  on  one  occasion  a  president  of  the  court,  when  a  constitutional 
pfBodent  of  the  court  was  wanting. 

In  the  copy  annexed  to  this  circular  are  shown  the  terms  on  which  a  license  was  granted 
to  General  Ortega,  a  few  days  after,  to  join  the  cause  of  independence  as  an  officer  in 
tlie  interior  of  the  republic.  Against  the  express  terms  of  this  license,  instead  of  going 
wtfere  he  was  needed,  he  left  the  country  and  went  abroad,  being  guiUy  of  two  oflfences — 
one  for  giving  up  the  presidency  of  the  court,  and  the  other  for  deserting  his  flag  in  time  of 
war,  hel>6ing  a  general. 

In  regard  to  the  responsibility  of  public  functionaries  for  dereliction  of  duties  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  offices,  article  105  of  tne  constitution  says  that  congress,  as  a  criminal  court, 
•haU  decide  the  guilt  and  impose  the  penal^  upon  all  such  offenders.  The  responsibility  in 
ordinary  offences,  not  military,  is  considered  in  article  104,  where  it  says  congress  shall  de- 
cide the  jurisdiction,  relieve  tne  man  of  his  office,  and  consign  him  to  the  civil  courts. 

Among  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  government  by  the  decree  of  the  27th  of  October, 
1863,  there  was  the  prohibition  to  violate  title  IV  of  the  constitution,  which  treats  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  public  functionaries.  The  object  of  this  restriction  was  that  they  should  not 
te  prosecuted  fcy  undue  or  arbitrary  means,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  ; 
bat  this  did  not  mean  that  they  should  not  be  prosecuted  at  all,  only  that  the  usual  proceed- 
ing should  be  resorted  to  to  enforce  responsibility.  The  government  has  made  use  of  this 
power  delegated  to  it  by  congress,  in  punishing  the  treason  of  Santiago  Vidaurri,  and  in  other 
Beeeesary  cases ;  for  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  guilty  officers  would  remain  unpunished  for 
poUtici^  derelictions  or  common  offences,  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  independence,  and  in 
time  of  war. 

For  the  serious  reasons  in  the  decree  of  to-day  the  government  has  decided  that  it  was  just 
md  necessary  to  declare  his  responsibility.  For  giving  up  the  place  of  president  of  the  court, 
it  has  been  declared  that  he  shall  present  himself,  as  soon  as  he  returns  to  the  republic,  and 
nndergo  his  trial  for  that  offence.  For  the  crime  of  deserting  his  flag  in  time  oi  war,  it  is 
^10  declared  that  he  is  subject  to  trial.  Under  the  circumstances  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  government  to  notice  General  Ortega's  responsibility.  He  has  not  only  remained  out 
of  the  reoublic  when  it  was  his  greatest  duty  to  remain  in  it,  to  remedy  the  inconveniences 
of  a  heaoleas  government  in  case  of  the  Presidei^'s  default,  but  he  has  also  gone  without 
permission,  and  remains  away,  not  deigning  to  say  when  he  expects  to  return.  His  conduct 
vtm  hindeied  the  proper  course  of  government  by  his  absence,  and  for  this  reason  it  has  been 
fMmd  neeessary  to  give  this  just  attention  to  his  responsibility. 

The  one  who  has  had  charge  of  the  government  for  several  years  during  the  war,  so  far 
from  any  pleaaore  or  interest  in  his  charge,  it  is  irksome  and  dangerous,  and  the  only  motive 
the  President  has  in  issuing  this  decree  is  his  firm  and  constant  determination  to  do  his  duty 
to  his  eoantry  and  to  the  people  who  elected  turn  to  the  last. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Paso  del  Norte,  November  8,  1865. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

The  QoYERNOR  of  the  Suue  of . 


No.  5. 
[Translation.] 

OCPASTMENT  OP  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND  GOVERNMENT,  OFFICE  OP  JUSTICE,  INTERIOR, 
AND  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION— SECTION  FIRST. 

On  the  28th  instant  General  Jesus  Qonzalez  Ortega,  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  jus- 
tice, directed  the  following  communication  to  this  department: 
"  As  the  snprtoie  court  of  justice,  of  which  I  am  the  president,  is  not  in  session  in  this 

3,  nor  can  it  meet  on  account  of  the  war  and  other  circumstances  now  disturbing  the  re- 
lie,  and  desiring  on  my  part  to  do  my  duty  as  a  Mexican  soldier,  as  I  have  always  done 
ibeo  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  France,  I  beg  you  to  remit  this  communication  to  the 
citiaai  President  oF  the  republic,  that  he  may  grant  me,  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of 
janiia,  the  corresponding  license,  by  the  power  with  which  ne  is  invested,  to  repair  to  the  in- 
Mar«l  the  rapnblic,  or  elsewhere  within  Mexican  coasts,  to  continue  to  defend  with  arms 
ft*  independeiice  of  Mexico.  ^         , ,    f" 
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**  As  the  inUrior  States  are  occnpied  by  the  inyaders,  I  may  haTe  to  pass  some  sea  or  for- 
eign territoxy  to  realize  my  desires,  and  I  hope  you  will  inform  the  citizen  President  of  this/* 

In  reply  to  the  above,  the  following  communication  was  addressed  to-day  by  this  depart- 
ment to  the  said  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice : 

*  *  In  Tiew  of  your  request  for  leave  of  absence,  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice, 
to  go  to  points  not  occupied  by  the  enemy,  in  order  to  continue  to  detend  the  indep^obdence 
of  Mexico  with  arms,  the  citizen  President,  in  ministerial  council,  has  determined  to  gnjit  yoa 
leave  for  an  inde6nite  time,  till  you  may  choose  to  return  to  the  seat  of  government,  or  till 
the  government  calls  vou  or  gives  you  some  commission ;  you  may  in  the  mean  time  go  di- 
rectly by  sea  or  over  foreign  territory  to  points  of  the  Mexican  republic  not  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  to  continue  to  defend  the  national  independence  with  whatever  forces  you  can  raise, 
on  condition  that  you  will  act  in  concert  with  the  governor  and  military  commander  of  the 
respective  State,  in  your  military  operations,  or  with  other  chiefe  of  republican  forces,  in  re- 
pelling the  enemy^  always  by  command  of  the  political  or  military  authorities  firom'the 
supreme  government,  or  its  delegates  properly  auth<»rized  for  the  purpose. 

'*  1  send  you  this  by  supreme  command,  in  answer  to  your  despatch  of  the  28th  instant.*' 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  it  to  vou  for  your  information  and  corresponding  action. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform !    Ohihuahuck,  December  30,  1864. 

IGLESIA8. 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  Foreign  ReloHouM  and  Governmeni,  Present. 

Paso  del  Norte,  November  8, 1866. 
A  true  copy : 

JUAN  VALDES.  Firet  Officer. 
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Decrees  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Mtxican  States  investing  President  Juarez  with  extrmor^ 

dinary  po%oers. 

No.  1.— 1.  Law  of  nth  December,  1861. 

2.  Speech  of  president  of  congress. 

3.  Explanatory  article,  secret  session. 

4.  Law  of  7th  Junes  1861,  referred  to  in  above. 

5.  Articles  of  constitution,  authorizing  extraordinary  powers. 
No.  2  -6.  Law  of  May  3,  1862.  » 

No.  3.-7.  Law  of  October  27, 1862. 
No.  4.-8.  Law  of  May  27,  1863. 


No.  7. 

1.— Law  of  December  11, 1861. 

[Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  GOVERNMENT— SECTION  FIRST. 

The  citizen  constitutional  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the 
following  decree : 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  same,  ipaketh  known  that  the  congress  of  the  Union  has  thought  proper  to  decree  the 
following : 

Article  1.  The  law  of  the  7th  of  June  of  the  present  year,  which  suspended  certain  of 
the  guarantees  stipulated  in  the  constitution,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  in  force,  and  the  pro- 
visions of  the  same  are  hereby  extended  so  as  to  include  the  suspension  also  of  the  guarantees 
contained  in  articles  11  and  27  in  their  first  part. 

Article  2.  The  executive  ia  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  such  steps 
and  adopt  such  measures  as  in  his  judgment  may  be  necessary,  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances, without  other  restriction  than  that  of  ssTing  the  independence  and  integrity  of  the 
national  territory,  the  form  of  government  established  by  the  constitution,  and  the  princi- 
ples and  laws  of  reform.  • 

Article  3.  This  suspension  of  guarantees  and  the  authorization  conceded  to  the  executive 
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bj  the  piwent  law  shall  continne  until  thirty  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  congress,  to 
inioiD  acoonnt  shall  he  given  of  the  use  that  maj  have  been  made  of  these  powers. 
D^M  in  the  hall  of  sesaions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union  in  Mexico,  December  11,  1861. 

VICENTE  RIVA  PALACIO. 

President  of  Congress, 
JuAK  N.  Guzman,  Secretar^^. 
M.  IL  OvANDO,  Secrttary, 

Wberefore  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  pnblished,  circulated,  and  observed. 
Kstional  Palace  of  Mexico,  December  11, 1861. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
The  Citizen  Francisco  J.  Yillalobos, 

CkUf  Clerk  in  charge  of  Department  of  Government, 

And  I  comnmnicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  intelligence  and  the  consequent  ends, 
liberty  and  reform!    Mexico,  December  11, 1861. 


The  CUizeii  Governor  qf  the  Federal  District, 


FRANCISCO  J.  VILLALOBOS. 


No.  8. 


Eztnetfrom  M«  sneeeh  qf  the  President  of  Congress^  at  the  dose  of  the  sessions  of  that  hodv, 
SMthelZthof  December,  1861,  after  coitferring  the  foregoing  extraordinary  powers  on  the 


[Translation.] 

"By  a  decree  congress,  before  closing  its  sessions,  has  Authorized  the  executive  in  the  most 
ifflple  manner  to  dictate  all  measures  that  he  may  deem  necessary,  under  the  present  circum- 
itenoes,  to  confiront  the  situation,  saving  only  the  national  independence  and  mtegrity  of  ter- 
ritory, and  the  principles  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  reform.  Bv  this,  the  gpreatest  proof 
of  eonfidenoe  that  a  legislative  assembly  of  the  country  has  ever  given  to  the  deposittury  of 
tbe  executive  ix>wer,  congress  confides  to  this  power  the  salvation  of  the  republic,  oecause  it 
is  convinced  tliat  in  moments  so  supreme  energy  and  efficiency  depend  almost  always  upon 
pmty  of  action ;  and  this  idea  is  found  also  in  our  fundamental  code  in  the  fact  which  antW- 
ins  congress  to  concede  to  the  executive  extraordinary  powers. 

**  Incalculable  is  the  weight  which  will  rest  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  executive ;  terrible  is 
the  responsibility  which,  from  this  day  forward,  he  is  ahout  to  assume  upon  himself  alone ; 
bat  also  immense  are  the  resources  wmch  are  placed  at  his  control,  and  unlimited  the  facul- 
ties which  have  been  given  to  him. 

"Tbe  sole  consideration  of  the  necessity  of  saving  the  country  decided  congpress  to  take  this 
itep.  Upon  ^e  executive  it  now  depends,  and  upon  no  other,  to  save  the  republic  or  precip- 
itsta  it  in  the  abyss. 

"  The  national  assemblv  suspends  to-day  its  legislative  labors ;  but  it  will  remain  always  on 
tte  watch  as  the  sentinel  of  the  public  liberties,  and  ready  to  return  to  meet  again  at  the 
Bemeiit  when  its  presence  shall  be  in  any  marmer  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  country. 

"  It  wiU  then  receive  from  the  executive  an  account  of  this  power,  which  to-day  it  delivers 
into  his  hands  with  so  blind  a  confidence. 

'*If  the  foreign  question  is  not  settled  pacifically ;  if  a  scene  of  war  is  to  be  spread  out  over 
oar  eountiy,  we  will  enter  into  the  combat ;  and  the  justice  of  our  cause  and  the  love  of  our 
eooatry  will  present,  more  or  less  near,  but  always  true  and  beautiful,  a  future  for  Mexico. 

"God  guard  the  repubUo!** 


No.  9. 


txfUmsJtorg  article  adopted  in  secret  session  of  Congress  on  the  13th  December,  as  appears  by 
proceedings  afterwards  published  by  order  of  Congress, 

[Translation.] 

Account  was  ^ven  to  a  communication  from  the  department  of  foreign  relations,  accom- 
peoying  an  initiative,  that  it  might  be  declared  precisely  whether  in  the  faculties  conceded  to 
the  executive  by  the  law  of  the  11th  instant  was  that  of  concluding  treaties  with  foreign 
govemments  ana  placing  them  in  force. 

It  was  ordered  to  be  passed  to  the  comnuttee  which  had  abready  reported  on  the  subject. 

The  rules  were  dispensed  with,  and  the  following  article  was  aoopted  by  a  vote  of  60 
•piBSt4l,Ti2: 

AftnctE  1.  In  consequence,  and  resulting  from  the  discussion  and  adoption  of  article  2  of 
fte  law  of  Ae  1 1th  instant,  tbe  government  is  authorized  to  conclude  treaties  and  con  volitions, 
■od  to  place  the  same  in  course  of  execution,  without  the  necessity  of  the  approbation  of 
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No.  10* 
Law  of  Congress  of  7th  June,  1861,  referred  to  in  article  1  of  the  preceding  decree. 

[Transladon.] 

DEPARTMENT  OP  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND  OP  GOVERNMENT. 

His  excellency  the  President  ad  intei^im  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me 
the  following  decree: 

The  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  ad  interim  of  the  United  Mexican 
States,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  maketh  known,  that  the  sovereign  congress  of  the 
union  has  thought  proper  to  decree  the  following: 

Article  1.  The  first  part  of  article  5.  section  first,  title  1,  of  the  constitution  shall  remain 
in  these  terms :  In  case  of  national  public  interest,  every  individual  may  be  obliged  to  lend 
personal  service,  a  just  remuneration  always  being  rendered. 

Art.  2.  The  guarantee  conceded  by  article  7,  of  the  same  title  and  section,  is  hereby  sus- 
penjjed.  The  liberty  of  the  press  shall  be  subject  for  the  present  to  the  law  of  the  28th  De- 
cember, 18.55,  in  so  far  as  it  is  not  opposed  to  the  laws  of  reform;  but  with  respect  to  writ- 
ings which,  directly  or  indirectly,  attack  the  national  independence  and  institutions,  public 
order,  or  the  prestige  of  the  public  authorities,  the  government  may  anticipate  judicial  sen- 
tence, imposing  upon  the  authors  of  such  publications  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars,  which  shall  be  exacted  firom  Uie  owner  of  the  press  in  case  the  author  is  unknown 
or  has  not  the  means  to  satisfy  it.  The  government  may,  in  place  of  a  pecuniary  fine,  impose 
that  of  imprisonment  or  confinement  for  six  months.  The  governors  of  the  States  can  impose 
similar  penalties ;  but  in  case  of  confinement,  they  shall  give  account  to  the  general  govern- 
ment, that  it  may  designate  the  place,  the  offender  remaining'meanwhile  properly  secured. 
The  members  of  the  congress  of  the  union  shall  be  subject,  the  same  as  other  citizens,  to 
the  prescriptions  of  this  article. 

Art.  3.  For  the  exercise  of  the  guarantee  conceded  by  article  9  in  political  affairs  the 
permission  of  the  authorities  shall  be  required. 

Art.  4.  The  governors  of  the  States  and  of  the  federal  district,  and  the  political  chiefs  of 
the  territories,  snail  immediately  issue  regulations  with  regard  to  the  carrying  of  arms,  and 
shall  designate  what  are  prohibited,  and  the  requisites  for  the  use  of  those  permitted,  under 
the  understanding  that  in  no  case  shall  this  be  made  the  pretext  for  the  imposition  of  any 
pecuniary  charge.    In  this  sense  the  guarantee  conceded  by  article  10  shall  remain  restricted. 

Art.  5.  The  guarantees  referred  in  the  first  part  }f  article  13,  that  conceded  in  the  second 
part  of  article  18,  and  in  the  first  and  second  part  of  arti^e  19,  are  hereby  suspended. 

^  Art.  6.  The  first  part  of  article  16  is  restricted  in  these  terms :  No  one  may  be  molested  in 
his  person,  house,  or  possessions,  except  by  virtue  of  the  order  of  a  competent  authority. 

Ajkt.  7.  The  guarantee  conceded  in  article  21,  with  respect  to  political  offences,  is  hereby 
suspended.  The  general  government  alone,  in  case  of  political  offences,  can  impose  correc- 
tional penalties,  not  exceeding  one  year  of  seclusion,  confinement,  or  banishment.  These 
penalties  shall  only  be  applied  in  cases  where  the  offenders  shall  not  have  been  submitted  to 
the  judicial  authority. 

Art.  8.  From  the  moment  of  taking  part,  with  arms  in  hand,  in  favor  of  whatever  politi- 
cal opinion,  the  offence  ceases  to  be  mere^  political,  and  becomes  merged  in  those  of  criminal 
law. 

Art.  9.  The  second  part  of  article  26  is  hereby  limited  in  these  terms :  In  time  of  war, 
the  military  authorities  may  exact  transportation,  quarters,  and  personal  service,  in  the  terms 
directed  by  the  ordinances  of  war. 

Art.  10.  The  suspension  of  these  guarantees  shall  continue  for  tha  term  of  six  months. 

Art.  11.  The  law  of  the  6th  of  December,  1856,  with  reference  to  conspirators,  is  hereby 
declared  to  have  been  and  to  be  in  force. 

Dated  in  the  hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  in  Mexico,  the  7th  of  Jane, 
1861 

FRANCISCO  DE  P.  CENDEJAS. 

Vice  President  of  Congress. 

£.  EOBLES  Gil,  Secretary, 

G.  Valle,  Secretary. 

Wherefore,  and  with  the  accord  of  the  coundl  of  ministers,  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  pub- 
lished, circulated,  and  observed. 
Dated  in  the  National  Palace  of  Mexico,  June  7,  1861. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
The  Citizen  Leon  Guzman, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  and  of  Government. 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  intelligence  and  the  consequent  ends. 
God  and  liberty !    Mexico,  June  7,  1861. 

^         GUZMAN. 
The  Citizen  Governor  of  the  Federal  District.  Digitized  by  LjOOQIl 
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'  No.  11. 

[Tranfll&tion.] 

The  articles  of  the  constitution  relating  to  the  suspension  of  guarantees  and  the  grant  of 
extraordinaiy  powers  by  congress  to  the  executive  are  as  follows:  (See  constitution  in  full 
in  diplomatic  correspondence  on  Mexican  affairs  for  1861,  page  140.) 

TITLE  I. — SECTION  FIRST. 

Article  29.  In  case  of  invasion,  grave  disturbance  of  the  public  peace,  or  whatever  cause 
whidi  may  put  society  in  great  jjeril  or  conflict,  solely  the  President  of  the  republic,  in  con- 
eureoee  with  the  council  of  ministers  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  congress  of  the  Union, 
and  in  the  recess  of  this,  of  the  permanent  deputation,  may  suspend  the  guarantees  established 
bv  this  constitution,  with  exception  of  those  that  assure  the  life  of  man ;  but  such  suspension 
uall  be  only  for  a  limited  time,  by  means  of  general  provisions,  and  of  such  a  character  as 
not  to  favor  a  determined  individual  purpose.  If  the  suspension  take  place  during  the  session 
«f  eongress,  this  shall  grant  such  authorization  as  thev  shall  deem  necessary  to  enable  the 
ezeeative  to  confront  the  circumstances.  If  it  shall  take  place  during  recess,  the  permanent 
deputation  shall,  without  delay,  convoke  the  congress  for  its  advice  and  action. 

TITLE  lU.— SECTION  FIRST — PARAGRAPH  THIRD. 

Article  72.  Congress  has  the  power — 

•  »#  \  %  »•  «  •  « 

Tkirtieth,  Of  making  all  laws  which  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  render  effective  the 
oregoing  powers,  ana  all  others  conceded  by  the  constitution  to  the  powers  of  the  Union. 

title  vni. 

Article  128.  This  constitution  shall  not  lose  its  force  and  vigor,  even  if  its  observance 
beinterrapted  by  any  rebellion.  In  case  that  bv  means  of  such  an  event  a  government  shall  have 
been  established  contrary  to  the  principles  which  it  sanctions,  immediately  upon  the  people 
neoovering  their  liberty  its  observance  shall  be  re-established,  and,  according  to  its  provisions 
snd  the  laws  which  have  been  passed  in  virtue  of  it,  shall  be  judged  as  well  those  who  have 
figued  in  the  government  emanating  from  the  rebellion  as  those  who  have  co-operated  with  it. 


No.  12. 

2.— Law  op  May  3,  1862. 

[Translation.] 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
tte  same  maketh  known,  that  the  congress  of.  the  Union  has  thought  proper  to  decree  the 
following: 

Article  1.  The  suspension  of  guarantees  established  by  the  law  of  the  11th  of  December, 
1861,  it  hereby  continued. 

Article  2.  The  Executive  is  again  authorized  in  the  terms  prescribed  in  the  said  law, 
with  the  limitations  therein  established ;  and,  besides  that,  of  not  intervening  in  matters  of  a 
jodieka]  order  commenced,  or  that  may  be  pursued,  between  private  individuals. 

Article  3.  The  suspension  of  guarantees,  and  the  authorization  to  the  Executive  spoken 
of  m  this  law,  shall  continue  until  the  meeting  of  congress,  on  the  16th  of  September  next; 
•od  if  then  its  meeting  shall  be  impossible,  by  reason  of  the  foreign  war,  or  from  the  elections 
not  having  taken  pla^,  they  shall  continue  until  the  next  first  meeting  of  congress  shall 
ti^e  place. 

Article  4.  In  case  that  the  regular  elections  of  members  of  congress  cannot  take  place  in 
certain  of  the  districts  on  the  days  prescribed  by  law,  the  government  will  take  care  to  des- 
ifoate  otker  periods  in  order  that  the  meeting  of  congress  may  take  place  at  the  earliest  pos- 
nble  moment. 

Article  5.  The  Executive  will  give  an  account  of  the  use  that  he  may  make  of  the  fete- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


28  DIPLOBfATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

nlties  and  powers  conceded  to  him  by  this  law  within  the  first  fifteen  days  after  the  meeting^ 
of  the  national  coni^ress. 
Dated  in  the  hail  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  Mexico,  May  3, 1862. 

J08£  LINARES, 

President  of  Congress. 
Remioio  Ibanez,  Secretary. 
M.  M.  Ofamdo,  Seeretarif. 

'Wherefore,  I  order  that  it  he  printed,  circulated,  and  that  due  compliance  be  g^ven  to  it 
National  Palace  of  Mexico,  May  3,  1862. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 
The  Citizen  Makuel  Doblado, 

Niaister  of  Foreign  Relations  and  of  Government. 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  knowledge,  and  the  consequent  ends. 
God  and  liberty !    Mexico,  May  3,  1862. 

DOBLADO. 
The  Citizen  Goyernor  of  the  Federal  District. 


No.  13. 

3.— Law  of  Octobeb  27, 1862. 

[Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  transmit  to  me  the  following  decree : 

The  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  in- 
habitMits  of  the  same  maketh  known,  that  the  congress  of  the  Union  has  thought  proper  to 
decree  the  following : 

Article  1.  The  dispositions  contained  in  articles  1  and  2,  of  the  law  of  May  3  last,  are 
declared  in  full  force. 

Article  2.  The  suspension  of  guarantees  and  the  authorizations  conceded  to  the  Exe- 
cutive by  the  present  law  will  last  six  months,  provided  that  peace  with  France  is  not  re-es-  • 
tablished  before  the  end  of  that  period.    If  the  war  should  last  more  than  six  months,  said 
suspension  and  authorization  will  last  until  thirty  days  afUr  the  reassembling  of  congress. 

Article  3.  The  Executive  will  give  an  account  of  what  use  he  has  tnade  of  these  lacul- 
ties  within  fifteen  days  after  the  authorizations  have  ceased. 

Article  4.  It  is  declared  that  the  Executive  has  no  faculty  to  interfere  nor  decide  in  civil 
aCBeurs  between  private  persons,  nor  in  criminal  cases,  in  whicn  offence  of  private  rights  only 
is  involve 

Articlb  5.  In  the  powers  granted  by  this  decree  is  not  included  that  of  oontravening  in 
any  way  the  provisions  of  title  4^  of  the  constitution. 

Given  in  the  hall  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  Union,  in  Mexico,  October  27, 1862. 

JOS&  GONZALEZ  ECHEVABRIA, 

President  qf  Oongress. 

Fmx  BoKBRO,  Secretary. 

Joaquin  M.  Alcaldb,  Secretary, 

Wherefore,  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  and  carried  into  effect. 
National  Palace  of  Mexico,  October  27,  1862. 

BENITO  JUABEZ. 
The  Citizen  Juan  Antonio  de  la  Fuxntb, 

Minister  qf  Foreign  delations  and  <]f  Oovemmeni. 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  your  information  and  the  consequent  ends. 
Liberty  and  reform !     Mexico,  October  27,  1862. 

FUENTE. 
The  Citizen  Governor  <f  the  Federal  District  * 

*  Regarding  the  responaibUity  of  pnblio  ftoottonarioi. 
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No.  14. 

4.— L4W  or  Mat  27,  1863. 

[IVaDfilation.] 

DIPABXMBVT  Of  lOBKGN  BSLATIONB  AJID  OF  GOyWni»T. 

The  dtiien  Flreddeiit  of  the  republio  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  following 
decree : 

BeoHo  Joares,  constitational  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  same  maketh  known,  that  the  congress  of  the  Union  has  been  pleased  to  decree  the 
foUowing  : 

ABtiGU  1.  The  suspension  of  individoal  goarantees  ordained  by  the  law  of  the  27th 
October,  1862,  and  the  concession  of  powers  which  by  the  said  law  was  made  to  the  exeeu- 
tire,  is  hereby  extended  until  thirty  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  in  ordinary 
session,  or  before,  if  the  war  with  France  is  terminated,  continuing  also  in  force  the  con- 
ditions and  restrictions  imposed  upon  the  fixecutive  by  the  aforesaid  law. 

Abiiole  2.  In  what  relates  to  treaties,  agreements  or  diplomatic  conventions  that  the 
government  may  conclude,  it  is  understood  that  no  intenrention  of  any  kind  shall  be  ad- 
mitted. 

Dated  in  the  hall  of  sessions  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union,  in  Mexico,  May  27,  1863. 

8.  LERDO  DB  TEJADA, 

Pretidmt  ^  Oongrtu, 

Fraikjiboo  Busmcnn,  Seerdary, 

M.  M.  Otamdo,  JSecrdmy, 

Wherefore,  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  and  observed. 
Kaliona]  Palace  of  Mexico,  May  27,  1863. 

BENITO  JUABEZ. 
The  Cittaen  Juah  Antonio  di  la  Fuintb, 

ifimtfar  if  Foreign  Rdatioru  and  <f  Ooomimmi. 

And  I  communicate  the  same  to  you  for  the  consequent  ends, 
liberty  and  reform  !    Mexicoi  May  28,  1863. 

FUESTE. 
The  Citixen  Goyibnob  </  iht  Federal  DittrieL 


No.  16. 

[Translation.] 

Congress  closed  its  session  on  the  Slst  of  May,  1863,  and  on  the  10th  of  June  the  city 
of  Mexico  was  occupied  by  the  French  forces. 

Since  thai  time  no  session  of  Congress  has  been  held,  nor  has  it  been  possible  for  any 
elections  to  take  place.  President  Juarez  has,  therefore,  continued  in  the  exercise  of  the 
extnoidinary  powers  conferred  upon  him  by  the  law  of  27th  May,  1863,  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  same  and  by  virtue  of  article  128  of  the  constitution,  on  the  eighth  day  of  Noyem- 
bee  last,  before  the  normal  expiration  of  his  term,  which  would  haye  closed  on  the  30th 
November  of  the  past  year,  he  issued  a  decree  extending  the  term  of  his  oflKce,  in  compli- 
inoe  with  the  adyice  and  wishes  of  nearly  all  the  liberal  leaders,  until  the  expulsion  of  the 
invaders  shall  permit  an  election  to  be  held. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward* 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

WoMhingtony  December  18,  1865. 
Mr.  Sbcbrtart  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  70a,  for  the  information  of 
^  goremment  of  the  United  States,  some  docaments,  translated  into  English, 
teoendy  come  into  mj  possession,  showing  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  north- 
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western  frontier  of  tbe  Mexican  republic.  At  the  same  time  I  enclose  you  two 
very  significapt  documents,  both  from  French  sources,  clearly  showing  what  ia 
going  on  in  the  part  of  Mexico  occupied  by  the  French. 

The  first  of  these  documents  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Heym,  sergeant-major  and 
secretary  of  the  Belgian  l^on  in  Mexico,  to  his  parents  in  Lievre,  telling  them 
simply  and  truthfully  what  the  legion  has  done  in  Mexico,  the  excesses  it  has 
committed,  and  the  way  the  usurped  authority  it  represents  is  treated  by  the 
nation.  The  whole  letter  was  published  in  an  Antwerp  paper,  called  Le  Pre* 
curseur. 

The  second  of  the  documents  mentioned  is  an  extract  from  No.  102  of  La 
Idea  Liberal,  of  the  29th  of  November  last,  a  paper  published  in  Puebla,  and 
was  brought  to  this  country  by  the  last  steamer  from  Vera  Cruz.  This  extract 
is  the  report  of  two  Mexicans,  denying  the  official  assertion  of  the  usurper's 
agents  that  the  amnesty  offered  in  his  bloody  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  last, 
of  which  I  sent  a  copy  in  English  to  your  department  with  my  note  of  the 
25th  of  the  same  month,  had  been  willingly  accepted  by  them.  The  French 
and  their  agents  have  recently  tried  to  make  believe  that  a  large  number  of 
Mexicans,  still  defending  the  independence  of  their  country,  have  accepted  this 
amnesty;  but  the  representations  of  the  two  citizens  referred  to,  Silvester 
Aranda  and  Zeferino  Macias,  demonstrate  very  plainly  what  credit  these  assur- 
ances deserve. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4r.,  ^.,  ifc. 


M.  EOMERO. 


#. 


No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

Mariano  Etcdbtdo^  general  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  commanding  the  divition  qf  the  north,  io  ihs 
inhabitants  qf  tke  State  qf  Tammdipaa  : 

CinziNB  OF  Tam AULiPAS  :  As  a  soldier  of  the  republic  and  of  ^e  national  independence 
I  have  had  to  traverse  the  territory  of  this  ever-patriotic  State  with  the  forces  I  have  the 
honor  to  command,  in  order  to  combat  OQr  common  enemy,  intrenched  io  Matamoras. 
The  line  of  conduct  pursaod  by  the  t)rave8  who  have  accompanied  me  through  all  these 
populations  is  the  best  guarantee  of  that  which  they  will  pursue  Id  the  future. 

I  know  your  patriotism,  generous  Tamaulipans.  I  have  not  passed  through  a  single  city 
or  rancho  where  I  have  not  received  signal  proofs  of  adhesion  to  the  national  caase,  and 
therefore  doubt  not  that  you  will  listen  to  the  voice  of  your  country,  calling  upon  you 
through  me  in  these  supreme  moments. 

Sons  of  Tamaulipas !  Grasp  your  ever-feared  and  victorious  rifles  and  join  the  hundreds 
of  your  fellow-citizens  who  already  form  our  ranks,  thus  showing  to  the  world  that  yon  are 
worthy  of  the  freedom  which  you  have  always  enjoyed.  A  small  effort  and  the  heroic 
city  will  be  free. 

Sons  of  Matamoras !  No  one  in  the  world  will  believe  that  there  is  among  you  a  single 
one  capable  of  betraying  the  republic.  You  are  oppressed — that  is  all.  I  come  as  a  friend 
to  help  yon  shake  off  the  yoke  of  the  so-called  empire,  because  we  are  all  interested  in 
the  liberation  of  this  port.  I  offer  you  all  the  guarantees  which  you  can  desire.  The  sub-  • 
ordination  and  strict  discipline  of  my  comttiand  inspires  roe  with  the  necessary  confidence 
to  assure  you  that  all  property  and  persons  w'ill  be  religiously  respected. 

Those  only  need  fear  who  shall  obstinately  try  to  oppose  the  passage  of  my  forces,  for  on  - 
them  will  DeQI  the  avenging  sword  of  an  indignant  republic. 

Mexicans,  who  are  sacrilegiously  armed  against  your  country,  open  your  eyes !  What 
are  you  going  to  do  ?  Against  whom  do  you  intend  to  fire  off  the  guns  you  have  shoul  - 
dered  ?  Against  ns  ?  What  do  yon  defend  against  us  ?  Reflect  well.  For  nearly  four 
years  the  sons  of  Mexico  have  fought  against  a  foreign  foe  who  desires  to  impose  upon  us 
the  yoke  of  a  foreign  monarch — a  foe  which  outrages,  humiliates,  and  despises  us,  and 
tramples  under  foot  the  sovereignty,  dignity,  and  the  independence  of  our  country.     We 

.,..ed  by  Google 


DIPLOMATIC   COBEESPONDENCE.  31 

are  fighting  and  alwayt  will  fight  against  this  army  of  osnrpatora.  Meditate  well,  70a  citi- 
Beo8  who  are  arming  against  U4.  Think  of  our  particular  Hituation.  You  are  Mexicans  ; 
we  also  are  such.  Why  are  we  about  to  fight  against  each  other  ?  You  have  placed  your- 
Belres  by  some  strange  fatality  by  the  side  of  these  foreign  enemies,  and  yet  in  your  bosom 
beats  a  Mexican  heart.  Your  conscience,  then,  must  tell  you,  when  firing  your  shots  upon 
OS,  that  you  are  firing  upon  your  country,  because  we  contend  for  its  honor,  its  liberty,  and 
its  iDdep«;ndence.  Unite  with  us,  Mexicans,  follow  the  natural  impulses  of  your  heart, 
and  together  we  will  save  the  republic  from  the  domination  of  foreigners,  fighting  without 
rest  the  forces  of  the  French  monarch. 

Mexicans  all  I  the  standard  of  independence  and  the  republic  calls  you  !  Come  cluster 
under  its  folds,  and,  fighting  as  ought  to  fight  free  and  generous  men,  demonstrate  to  the 
woHd  that  if  we  Mexicans  have  always  been  unfortunate,  we  are  not  degraded  enough  to 
accq)t  slavery  at  the  hands  of  a  foreign  monarch,  great  and  powerful  though  he  may  be. 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 

HlADQUABTERS  AT  Sa^TTA  RoSALIA,  Octc^  19,  1865. 


No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

Eteobedo,  general  of  the  Mexican  repubUe,  commanding  dhition  of  the  norths  to  hit  eubordinotet: 

CoHPASiom  :  In  marching  against  the  city  of  Matamoras  I  must  tell  jou  that  I  have 
faith  in  our  triumph,  because  I  reckon  with  your  bravery  and  discipline. 

Soldiers  of  the  republic  !  You  know  that  your  mission  is  to  fight  for  the  independence  of 
our  country,  to  give  its  inhabitants  all  classes  of  guarantees,  and  such  as  are  compatible 
wth  the  circnmstances  of  the  war  which  we  are  obliged  to  sustain.  A  throne  has  been 
'  nittd  by  foreign  bayonets  in  our  capital ;  and  this  throne,  self-degraded,  weak,  and  impo- 
tent, and  a  truly  humiliating  representation  6f  sovereign  nationality,  must  fall,  to  enable 
oor  ooootry  to  recover  its  proper  dignity  and  existence. 

It  appears  incredible,  but  there  exist  Mexicans  who  lend  it  their  support,  and  such  are 
tiiose  whom  yon  will  have  to  encounter  in  Matamoras.  They  are  mis'ed-  But  they  cannot 
ponbly  feel  the  firm  conviction  of  being  in  the  right,  because  the  country  speaks  to  their 
heart  as  the  sentiments  of  maternity  speak  to  that  of  the  child.  Their  cause  is  bad,  while 
jom  has  the  sympathy  of  the  world  ;  and  the  greater  the  privations,  sufferings,  and  diffi- 
calties  yon  have  to  confront  in  its  defence,  so  much  more  glorious  is  it  to  uphold  it  Con- 
tiDQS  as  yoQ  have  commenced.  In  this  State,  wherever  you  have  passed,  you  have  by  your 
good  conduct  conquered  friends,  strong  and  brave  on  the  field  of  battle  in  defence  of  lib- 
eity,  who  have  united,  and  continue  to  unite  with  you,  and  reflect  splendor  on  the  arms  of 
tike  republic. 

Fear  nothing !  Soon  will  the  national  flag  wave  majestically  over  this  entire  frontier, 
i^ecanae  you  sastain  it  with  an  arm  that  knows  not  how  to  give  way  before  foreign  oppres- 
BOO,  bnt  knows  how  to  fall  terribly  upon  those  who  try  to  defile  it,  and  also  punish  those 
*ho  udertake  to  cover  their  Uunsgressions  under  its  folds,  who  outrage  peaceful  inhabit- 
•nts.  or  deprive  them  of  the  free  use  of  their  property. 

Forwaid,  companions  1  There  are  yet  thousands  of  Mexican  hearts  in  the  heroic  Mata- 
iDons  whcse  wishes  are  propitious  to  you.  It  is  there  you  will  receive  the  congratulations 
of  hiffl  who  .with  pride  calls  himself  your  general  and  friend. 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 

HiADQUAixiBfl  AT  Samta  BosALiA,  Oetober  19,  1865. 


No.  3. 
[Translation.] 

■BXIOAM  BKPUBUO,  DIYISION  OF  THl  NOBTH,  OIMBILAL-IN-OHIBF. 

OonkAL:  Nearly  four  years  of  a  bloody  contest  to  repel  the  form  of  government  which 
^  French  invasion  is  trying  to  establish  are  sufficient  to  convince  you  that  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  give  our  country  peace  under  the  imperial  government  which  has  been  established 
in  tone  of  our  principal  cities.  We  M»xicans  who  are  fighting  it  are  using  our  rights, 
became  we  want  for  our  country  true  independence  and  sovereignty,  and  not  the  simulated 
CM  rtpreiented  by  the  Austrian  Archduke  Maximilian.     Using  this  sacred  right,  I  am 
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abont  militarily  to  oocopy  this  place,  (Matamoras.)  But,  oonsideriDg  tl\at  thorn  who  form 
its  garrison  are  also  Mexicans,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  Invite  yon  to  listen  to  the  yoice  of 
yonr  country  calling  upon  yon  to  oease  your  oo-operation  in  its  abasement  and  proetration 
by  the  rule  of  a  foreign  monarch. 

I  know  that  this  proceeding  is  foreign  to  the  usages  established  in  this  war,  during  which 
time  no  Invitation  of  this  nature  has  been  extended  on  the  part  of  the  imperialists ;  but 
I  fulfil  my  duty  in  order  that  the  responsibility  may  fall  upon  others.  God  and  history 
will  judge  the  Mexicans  who  in  this  war  have  defended  causes  so  opposite. 

Do  me  the  favor,  general,  to  answer  this  communication  witbin  two  hours,  and  accept 
the  assurance  of  my  consideration, 

Independence  and  liberty !    Camp  in  sight  of  Matamoras,  October  23,  1865. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 

General  Thomas  Mbjia, 

Oommandmg  Oarrimn  m  Mdianwrat, 


No.  4. 

[Translation.  J 

IMPERIAL  MEXICAN  ARMY,  DIVISION— MEJU,  GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

General  :  I  have  received  by  your  two  parlamentarios  (bearers  of  a  flag  of  truce)  yoor 
letter  dated  to-day,  which,  in  summary,  contains  an  invitation  for  me  to  surrender  this  place 
to  the  forces  under  your  command. 

Although  I  could  not  reckon  upon  the  elements  which  now  are  more  than  sufficient  to 
defend  it,  yet,  as  a  soldier,  it  would  be  my  duty  to  die,  after  having  exhausted  all  my  means 
of  resistance,  and  my  obligations  as  a  Mexican  to  sacrifice  myself  and  soldiers  for  a  cause 
upon  which  depends,  according  to  my  sincere  convictions,  the  salvation  of  mv  conntry. 
But  I  hold  in  my  hands  resources  sufficient  to  defend  it,  and  hope  to  defend  myself  with  com- 
plete success.  You  can  commence  your  operations  as  soon  as  jou  think  convenient.  The 
responsibility  will  fall  upon  him  who  shall  have  provoked  the  occurrences. 

Accept,  general,  the  assurance  of  my  consideration. 

THOMAS  MEJIA, 
Commander'in-chief  of  the  Line  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Before  Matamoras, 


No.  5. 


The  following  communication  was  addressed  to  General  Steele  by  General  Escobedo  on 
the  day  of  its  date,  and  before  the  former  had  turned  over  his  command  to  General  Weitsel: 

[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBUC,  DIVISION  OP  THE  NORTH— GENERAL-IN-CHIEP. 

Santa  Rosalia,  October  20,  1865. 
General:  As  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  direct  an  official  communication  to^the  consul  of  the 
United  States  accredited  to  my  government  in  the  port  of  Matamoras,  I  have  the  honor,  gen- 
eral, to  write  to  inform  you  that,  within  a  few  days,  I  shall  commence  military  operattons 
against  that  place,  occupied  to-day  by  forces  hostile  to  the  legitimate  government  of  my 
countij.  All  the  pacific  inhabitants,  without  distinction  of  nationality,  will  be  protected  in 
their  persons  and  property  as  far  as  the  exigencies  of  the  war  will  permit ;  and  1  can  assure 
you,  ^neral,  that  if,  unfortunately,  any  disorders  should  be  committed,  they  will  be 
severely  punished.  I  beg,  general,  that  you  will  transmit  a  copy  of  this  official  note  to  the 
consul  ofyour  nation,  recommending  to  nim  (if  I  may  so  far  tax  your  kindness)  that  he  will 
give  the  greatest  publicity  to  its  contents  among  strangers  and  natives. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAEIANO  ESCOBEIX). 
Major  General  F.  Steele, 

Commanding  American  Forces  on  the  Rio  Orande. 
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No.  6. 
ITranslation.] 

Brownsville,  Texas,  October  30, 1865. 

At  ui  early  hour  yesterday  momiue,  in  company  with  several  officers  of  the  United 
States  army,  I  mounted  my  norse  and  started  for  a  visit  to  the  liberal  encampment,  now 
establisbed  around  the  city  of  Matamoras.  Although  the  ** communication"  is  perfectly  open 
between  this  place  and  £8Cobedo's  headquarters,  and  parties  are  constantly  passing  upon 
business  or  pleasure,  yet  there  is  a  semblance,  or  rather  affectation,  of  mystery  about  it 
wbicb,  if  adding  little  to  the  zest  of  the  journey,  rendered  it  pleasing  to  have  one  of  '*  the 
initiated ''  with  us  to  point  out  the  roads,  parley  with  the  guards,  and  afford  us  the  benefit 
»f  Jds  experience  in  swimming  our  horses  across  the  Rio  Grande— as  this,  among  other  plea> 
stot  experences,  was  involved  in  the  trip. 

The  rain  of  the  past  few  days  had  rendered  the  roads  through  the  chaparral  very  wet  and 
Bsddy,  and  in  many  places  were  deep  mud-holes,  through  which  our  horses  made  their  way 
with  considerable  effort  The  sky  was  clear  as  we  started,  and  the  sun  beat  down  with  a 
warmth  which  would  do  credit  to  a  midsummer  day  in  your  northern  climes.  The  foliage 
on  either  hand  presented  every  shade  of  green,  with  not  a  single  tinge  of  autumn  visible. 
The  leaves,  very  small,  and  of  various  andexquisite  shapes,  were  interspersed  with  beautiful 
flowers,  while  from  every  branch  and  twig  innumerable  birds  were  flitting. 

After  riding  at  a  furious  rate  for  three  or  four  miles,  we  turned  off  from  the  main  road  and 
entered  a  by-path,  which  soon  brought  us  to  a  collection  of  huts  near  the  bank  of  the  rivor, 
and  occupied  by  two  or  three  Mexican  families.  The  women,  dressed  in  a  style  which,  if 
aot  altogether  primitive,  was  certainly  approaching  it,  were  squatted  around  a  small  wood 
fire,  brouing  be^f  bones,  while  their  numerous  progeny  ran  about  in  happy  ignorance  that 
the  conventionalities  of  any  life  rendered  imperative  the  use  of  clothing.  Ihese  children 
often  have  the  Moorish  type  of  features,  and  frequently  during  youth  are  very  beautiful. 

CROSSING  THE  RIVER. 
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Upon  reaching  the  river  bank  we  found  one  small  boat,  constructed  much  like  a  canoe,  in 
which  were  placed  our  equipments,  the  horses,  held  by  a  long  and  strong  lariat,  swimming 
after.  Once  over,  and  our  horses  resaddled,  we  again  started  through  the  chaparral,  the 
roads  upon  the  Mexican  side  being  somewhat  of  an  improvement  upon  the  other.  After 
ndiog  a  mile  or  more  we  met  a  short,  venerable  looking  Mexican,  with  fuU  gray  whiskers, 
nding  upon  a  spirited-looking  mustang.    This  gentlemen  turned  out  to  be 

SENOR  MANUEL  I.  GOMEZ; 

GeBeril  Escobedo's  private  secretary.  As  I  aflerwards  learned,  he  formerly  resided  in  the 
eity  of  Mexico,  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  possessed  of  an  immense  fortune.  Upon 
the  occupation  of  the  country  by  the  French,  he  abandoned  his  home  and  property,  attacned 
bimtelf  to  the  liberal  cause,  and,  from  a  spirit  of  pure  patriotism,  has  devoted  all  his  ener- 
gies to  the  re-establishment  of  his  country's  independence.  He  greeted  us  with  much 
eoortesy,  and  directed  his  orderly  to  return  with  us  and  show  us  the  best  road  to  head- 
qnartera. 

A  farther  ride  of  three  miles  brought  ua^  to  the  headquarters  of  the  liberal  commander-in- 
duef.  They  were  established  at  a  rancho  about  one  league  from  the  city,  which  was  for  the 
aost  part  plainly  visible,  as  it  is  surrounded  by  an  extensive  plain.  The  attacking  force  is 
alone  covered  by  the  chaparral,  which  grows  to  a  height  of  from  eight  to  twelve  feet.  In 
j^IandDg  over  this  plain,  upon  which  were  encamped  between  three  and  four  thousand  men, 
Dot  a  single  evidence  of  life  was  discernible,  so  effectually  is  everything  concealed  by  the 
trees  and  underbrush.  The  building  occupied  by  the  general  consists  of  a  low  brick  struc- 
tore,  having  but  one  room  and  two  or  three  hacals — houses  built  of  cane  and  plastered  with 
mod—all  in  an  extremely  filthy  condition.  The  yard  and  grounds  about  the  place  were 
oremin  by  horses,  mules,  and  cattle,  in  addition  to  which  a  number  of  the  lafttor  had  been 
ikttghtered  near  by  and  the  refuse  left  on  the  ground,  all  causing  a  conglomeration  of  filth 
ad  stench  which  I  have  seldom  seen  paralleled.  As  we  rode  into  the  enclosure  we  were 
greeted  by  a  number  of  staff  officers,  and  requested  to  dismount.  A  glass  of  whiskey  was 
immediately  presented  us,  after  which  we  were  ushered  into  the  house  or  cabin  and  intre- 
dneed  to 

GENERAL  MARIANO  ESCOBEDOl 

This  officer,  as  stated  in  a  previous  despatch,  has  been  recently  appointed  to  the  civil  and 
military  command  of  the  States  in  northern  Mexico,  and  of  the  troops  therein  stationed,  by 
President  Jnarez.  Though  thus  clad  by  an  authority  which  the  liberal  chiefs  everywhere 
pretend  to  lecugnise,  he  was  for  some  time  unable  to  reconcile  and  reorganize  the  conflicting 
elements  composing  the  liberal  army.  He  has,  however,  finally  succeeded  in  doing  this,  and 
the  pment  investment  of  Matamoras  is  the  result. 
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While  compelled,  from  the  pecniiarities  of  his  position^  to  peiform  certara  acts  and  make 
use  of  means  which  would  not  be  considered  strictly  legitimate,  he  neyerthelesss  stands  Terj 
high  with  his  conntrjmen,  and  is,  I  think,  jostly  considered  to  be  honest,  sincerely  patriooe, 
and  of  considerable  ability.  Before  starting  for  Mataraoras  he  convened  the  Various  liberal 
commanders,  some  of  whom  were  stationed  at  quite  a  distance  from  his  headquarters,  and 
acting  for  the  most  part  on  their  own  responsibility,  and  after  a  long  and  serious  consnlta- 
tion,  partly  by  the  authority  of  his  position,  and  partly  by  persuasion,  he  induced  them  to 
abandon  their  jealousies  and  differences  and  unite  under  him  for  an  attack  upon  the  city. 
Before  separating  these  men  embraced  each  other  and  pledged  themselves  to  united  eflforta 
against  the  common  foe.  Having  concentrated  his  ^rces  at  Camargo  on  the  14th,  he 
reached  Matamoras  on  the  20th,  and  forthwith  commenced  the  investment  of  the  place. 

General  Hinojosa  was  given  the  command  of  the  right  wing,  Canales  the  centre,  and  the 
renowned  Cortina  the  left.  I  may  remark  in  this  connection  that  up  to  this  thne  these  offi- 
cers had  worked  admirably  together,  and  the  utmost  harmony  and  good  feeling  prevailed. 

As  we  entered  the  general  arose  and  came  forward  to  meet  us,  extending  bis  hand  and 
greeting  us  with  the  impre3$ement  peculiar  to  the  Spanish  race.  At  his  suggestion  the  paxtj 
seated  themselves  about  a  rough  table,  on  each  side  of  which  benches  were  placed.  Tkiese, 
with  three  camp  beds,  in  as  many  comers,  comprised  all  the  furniture  in  the  room.  As  tbm 
general  does  not  speak  £nglish,  the  conversation  was  carried  on  in  Spanish,  and  was  moatlT 
of  a  personal  character.  He  is  about  five  feet  ten  inches  in  bight,  with  small,  keen,  black 
eyes,  spare  in  habit,  and  somewhat  stooping.  This  latter  defect  is  more  observable  when  on 
horseback.  His  forehead  is  high  and  narrow,  his  mouth  large,  well  formed,  and  indicative 
of  great  energy.  In  manner  he  is  quiet,  unassuming,  reticent.  This  latter  quality  be  is 
said  to  possess  to  an  eminent  degree.  He  keeps  his  own  counsel  remarkably  well,  the  mosi 
prominent  members  of  his  staff  knowing  nothing  of  his  plans  or  purposes.  I  gather  from  his 
remarks  that  he  was  confident  of  success,  though  nothing  was  said  directly  upon  the  subject. 
He  intimated  that  he  could  have  been  in  possession  ere  tnis  by  a  great  sacrifice  of  life  and  a 
destruction  of  a  portion  of  the  city,  which  he  was  anxious  to  avoid.  I  thought  that  he  fan- 
cied he  had  "everything  his  own  way,"  and  that  he  could  afford  to  wait. 

His  staff  for  the  most  part  spoke  English  fluently,  and  seemed  gentlemen  of  education. 
His  engineer  officer.  Colonel  Piscardo  Villanueva,  was  educated  in  Europe,  and  possesses 
great  aoilities  in  this  branch  of  the  service.  While  we  were  seated  at  the  table  he  presented 
nie  general  with  a  sketch  of  the  works  about  the  city,  which  I  saw  at  a  glance  was  correct. 
Colonel  Charles,  chief  of  staff,  is  an  accomplished  and  indefatigable  officer,  and  performs  the 
varied  and  laborious  duties  of  his  position  admirably.  Those  duties  will  be  the  better  appre- 
ciated when  it  is  considered  that  the  liberal  army  has  no  quartermaster  or  commissary  depart- 
ment, and  that  the  providing  for  the  troops  is  necessarily  under  the  immediate  eye  ot  the 
general. 

After  remaining  in  conversation  for  a  time  we  clambered  to  the  top  of  the  most  elevated 
buildings,  where  we  obtained  an  excellent  view  of  the  city  and  that  portion  of  the  fortifica- 
tions nearest  us.  As  before  stated,  the  dense  chaparral  concealed  the  troops  from  view.  In 
the  occasional  open  spaces  visible  animals  were  seen  quietly  grazing,  and  not  the  slightest 
evidence  was  observable  that  **  grim-visaged  war  "  was  here  holding  bis  accustomed  revel  of 
blood.  After  partaking  of  a  lunch  prepared  in  the  Mexican  style,  it  was  thought  desirable  to 
return,  and  as  our  horses  were  brought  up  the  general  announced  his  intention  of  accompany- 
ing us  for  a  distance,  and  of  showing  us 

THE  Lines. 

Mounting,  we  started  off,  followed  by  as  motley  a  crowd  as  ever  the  imagination  of  the 
great  dramatist  conceived,  moving  toward  the  city.  We  soon  came  upon  an  encampment  of 
reserves,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  a  bivouac,  as  there  was  no  sign  of  a  tent  or  other  covering 
visible.  While  the  general  was  in  conversation  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops, 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  both  officers  and  men.  The  only  distinguishing^  mark 
between  the  two  was  asash  worn  around  the  waist,  its  color  denoting  rank  among  the  subalterns. 
Theoretically  the  Mexicans  have  the  shoulder-straps,  with  stars  of  various  sizes,  leaves,  &c, 
designating  marks,  but  in  active  service  they  are  ueldom  seen.  While  every  variety  of  drees 
was  observable,  the  predominating  one  was  composed  of  jackets  and  pantaloons  of  dark  gray, 
the  cap  similar  to  our  forage  cap.  As  will  be  naturally  supposed,  these  were  extremefy 
shabby,  although,  on  the  whole,  tney  certainly  appeared  better  than  any  similar  number  of 
rebels  I  saw  during  the  latter  part  of  our  war.  1  thought  the  men  looked  young,  though, 
upon  calling  the  attention  of  Colonel  Charles  to  this  fact,  he  stated  that  they  were  mostly 
old  soldiers.  Judging  from  the  expression  of  their  faces,  they  seemed  in  most  excellent 
spirits  >  not  enthusiastic  but  quiet,  good-humored,  and  satisfied.  They  gathered  in  groups, 
and  suspended  their  conversation  to  look  at  the  p;eneral.  Numbers  waved  their  hats,  and  now 
and  then  a  suppressed  viva  was  heard,  but  nothing  more ;  not  much  life,  or  energy,  or  expect- 
ation, but  rather  what  seemed  to  me  a  childlike  contentment. 

Riding  forward,  we  soon  came  upon  the  third  line  of  works,  which  consists  of  a  lonr  pit  or 
ditch,  the  dirt  thrown  from  which  constitutes  a  breastwork.  The  other  lines  were  similar,  as 
I  was  informed,  though  we  did  not  visit  them.    Several  pieces  of  artillery  were  pointed  out 
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to  me  in  position  in  the  chaiykTral.    Tliey  were  mostlj  tmall,  though  an  occasional  rifled  gun 
of  considerable  calibre  was  seen. 

Am  oar  ooorse  carried  ns  towards  the  left,  we  moved  in  that  direction,  onr  eyes  for  the  most 
part  tamed  toward  the  fortifications,  from  which  an  occasional  gnn  was  heard,  falling,  how- 
erer,  hi  short  of  ns.  Observing  a  group  of  horsemen  at  a  little  distance  in  the  wood,  the 
general  tamed  hilT  horse  in  that  direction.  On  observing  us  the  party  advanced  to  meet  us, 
tod  an  officer  by  nty  side  in  a  low  tone  said,  "  Cortina." 


No.  7. 
[Translation.] 

Brownstille,  Texas,  November  3,  1865. 
He  condition  of  affairs  has  not  materially  changed  since  the  date  of  mv  last  despatch. 
A  constant  skirmishing  has  been  kept  up  outside  of  Matamoras,  and  the  liberals  have  dropped 
an  oeoasional  shell  into  the  city,  but  no  material  damage  has  been  done. 

RE-ENFORCEMENTS  EXPECTED. 

I  was  yesterday  informed  by  a  staff  officer  of  General  Escobedo  that  the  liberal  ch^ef  was 
awuting  re-enforcements,  which  were  confidently  expected  last  evening.  He  earnestly  de- 
nied the  romors  which  have  been  prevalent  for  the  past  few  davs  that  the  liberal  force  was 
about  to  be  withdrawn,  and  was  enthusiastic  in  his  assurances  that  the  city  would  be  event- 
QdUr  taken. 

Tbe  hospitals  established  for  the  care  of  the  liberal  wounded  are  now  in  full  operation,  and  ' 
erery  attention  is  paid  to  their  wants.    The  Mexicans  on  this  side  of  the  river  are  all  repub- 
liesB  la  sentiment,  and  are  contributing  supplies  and  delicacies  for  their  use. 

RUMORS. 

Tliere  have  been  mmors  df  the  arrival  of  French  troops  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  for  the 
past  diiee  days,  and  some  of  the  Matamoras  journals  have  been  loud  in  their  assurances  of 
what  wonld  be  accomplished  when  they  reached  the  city.  A  gentleman  who  reached  here 
last  evening  from  Bagpdad  states  that  no  such  troops  had  arrived,  and  no  transports  were  in 
ii|ht  The  liberals,  who  are  usually  well-informed,  laugh  at  the  idea  of  the  imperialists  re- 
wring  re-enforceHients  from  Vera  Cruz  or  elsewhere. 

A  forced  loan  of  two  or  three  thousand  dollars  has  been  levied  on  all  persons  engaged  im 
Vvmnes  in  Bagda^].  It  is  alleged  that  the  money  is  levied  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
tieeps,  who.  it  appears,  are  not  disposed  to  fight  ior  **  the  empire  "  without  pay,  and  it  was 
apprdiended  that,  unless  it  was  forthcoming,  a  revolt  would  take  place. 

As  protection  from  forced  loans  is  one  among  the  stronp^est  arguments  used  by  the  sup- 
porters of  Maximilian,  it  is  presumed  the  money  will  be  paid  with  but  a  poor  grace. 

FROM  THE  INTERIOR. 

A  despatch  from  Colonel  Trevino  to  General  Escobedo  says  that  a  portion  of  his  command* 
onder  Captain  D.  Jacinto  Fragoso,  recently  encountered  a  force  of  the  Franco-traitors  a^ 
Villa  de Garcia,  on  the  road  between  Ceralvo  and  Monterey,  and  routed  them,  killing  a  num- 
ber and  capturing  five  prisoners.  The  fight  was  a  hand-to-hand  contest  in  the  streets  of  the 
rilkige. 

T&  same  party  surprised  a  force  of  the  imperialists  at  Mesilla,  and  captured  their  arms 
aid  horses. 

Colonel  Trevino  holds  the  road  between  Monterey  and  Matamoras,  and  has  sufficient  force 
to  pievent  re-enforcements  marching  from  the  former  to  the  relief  of  the  latter,  even  though 
thej  conld  be  spared  for  that  purpose. 


No.  8. 
[Translation.] 

Brownsville,  November  14, 1865. 
lU  liberal  forces,  which,  since  their  withdrawal  from  the  immediate  front  of  Matamoras, 
J»«ve  heen  encamped  some  six  or  eight  miles  up  the  river,  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  liberal 
wpply  of  ammunition,  and,  as  they  say,  will  resume  their  old  position  before  the  city  as  soon 
M  the  etate  of  the  weather — which  is  now  very,  bad — will  permit.  Yesterday,  owing  to  the 
cotttom  of  the  ground,  their  encampment  was  moved  to  a  point  nearer  the  river,  and  Esco- 
M>  now  has  his  headquarters  opposite  ranch  Cortina,  the  residence  of  the  famous  border 
<4i«f  of  that  name.  ^  , 
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THE  AMMUNITION.  , 

It  is  gravely  stated  that  while  the  commander  of  the  French  fleet  off  the  Rio  Grande  was 
engaged  in  writing  important  letters  to  the  officer  commanding  the  United  States  forces  here — 
copies  of  which  I  forward  you — the  liberals  succeeded  in  running  a  vessel  loaded  with  arms 
and  ammunition  from  the  north  past  his  fleet,  and  landed  them  on  the  Mexican  coast  below 
Bagdad.  This  is,  however,  considered  a  canard  by  the  better  informed  ;  and  it  is  intimated 
that  the  vigilance  of  the  detectives  engaged  in  efforts  to  preserve  the  neutrality  laws  has  beeni 
evaded,  and  the  supply  referred  to  crossed  over  from  this  side. 


No.  9. 
[Translation.] 

Brownsville,  November  15,  1865. 
At  about  eight  o^clock  last  evening  what  seemed  to  be  a  sharp  skirmishing,  with  an  occa- 
sional sound  of  artillery,  was  heard  below  this  city,  and  It  was  supposed  the  liberals  had 
passed  around  Matamoras,  and  were  attacking  it  from  the  south  side.  It  was  known  that 
General  Mejia  had,  during  the  day,  kept  a  force  at  work  cutting  down  the  chaparral  outside 
of  the  /orts,  and  that  no  enemy  was  in  sight.  The  sound  of  the  guns,  therefore,  caused  much 
wonderment,  and  many  absurd  rumors  were  rife. 

THE  MYSTERY  EXPLAINED. 

This  morning  the  mystery  was  explained,  and  in  a  manner  which  has  caused  much  merri- 
ment, and  poured  a  flood  of  ridicule  upon  the  imperialists. 

It  seems  that  a  wood  boat  or  barge,  used  in  biinging  wood  from  up  the  river  for  the  use  of 
the  government  transports,  had  come  down  loaded  during  the  day,  and  had  been  tied  to  the 
bank  near  the  town.  The  current  being  very  strong,  her  fastenings  were  broken,  and  she 
floated  down  the  stream.  The  three  men  upon  her,  having  no  boat,  were  compelled  to  let 
her  take  her  course.  When  opposite  Matamoras  she  was  hailed  by  the  gunboat  Antonio, 
lying  at  that  point.  The  answer  was  not  heard  or  not  understood,  and.  fearing  she  was  somd 
dialx>lical  invention  of  the  liberals,  the  Antonio  opened  fire  upon  her,  in  which  the  land  forces 
and  guns  soon  after  joined.  The  captain  called  out  her  true  character  at  the  top  of  hia  voice, 
but  to  no  purpose,  and  onward  past  the  forts  at  the  lower  end  of  the  city  moved  the  fearful 
craft,  until  brought  up  bv  a  sharp  bend  in  the  riter,  when  the  demoralized  but  uninjured 
crew  succeeded  in  tying  her  to  the  bank.  A  bullet  passed  through  the  captain's  hat,  but  no 
other  injury  was  done.  That  officer,  who  is  an  absurd-looking  Mexican,  with  liberal  tenden- 
cies, hopes  that  the  Juarez  government  will  bear  in  mind  the  precedent  established  by  tt^e 
United  btates  in  heaping  such  liberal  rewards  upon  Admiral  Fan-agut  for  his  success  in  pass- 
ing forts. 

MONTEREY. 

General  Escobedo  recently  received  a  communication  from  Colonel  Trevino,  commanding 
the  liberal  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Monterey,  in  which  that  officer  confirmed  the  evacuation 
of  that  city  by  the  French,  with  the  further  information  that  the  place  was  held  by  five  hun- 
dred native  troops  (imperialists.)  He  also  stated  that  events  had  transpired  there  which  ren- 
dered the  presence  of  the  commanding  general  of  great  importance^details  of  which  he  did 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  commit  to  paper.  Upon  the  reception  of  the  communication  General 
Escobedo  immediately  started  for  Colonel  Trevino's  headquarters.  He  will  be  absent  four  or 
^re  days.  It  is  shrewdly  surmised  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  imperial  troops  in 
Monterey,  who  once  belonged  to  the  liberal  party,  is  desirous  of  a  personal  interview  with 
the  general,  and  tha^t  such  interview  will  result  in  a  compromise  which  will  avoid  all  blood- 
shed over  the  possession  of  that  city. 


Nd.  10. 
[Translation.] 

Brownsville,  Texas,  November  30,  1865. 
Advices  from  the  interior  have  been  received  here  which  confirm  the  oft-repeated  statements 
of  the  anarchy  and  confusion  which  exist  throughout  Mexico  under  the  beneficent  rule  of 
the  emperor  Maximilian.  The  interests,  and,  indeed,  the  life  and  property  of  the  people, 
under  the  sway  of  the  officers  commanding  the  foreign  legions,  are  treated  as  things  of  no 
moment,  and  forced  loans  of  money  and  other  valuables  are  constantly  levied  and  collected 
at  the  point. of  the  bayonet— imprisonment  and  death  bein^  oft  times  the  penalty  of  non-pay- 
ment.   Maximilian  has  .recently  come  to  the  sage  conclusion  that  he  has  not  troops  enough 
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toliold  the  country,  and  has*  therefore  commeDced  a  series  of  concentrations  at  some  of  the 
more  important  points.  In  accordance  with  this  programme  the  French  troops  were  with- 
drsfrn  m>in  Monterey  and  inarched  to  Saltillo,  where  it  was  fi^yen  oat  they  were  to  remain. 
This  place  has  a  popnlation  of  fifteen  thousand.  Before  his  departure  Colonel  Jeanningro^ 
commanding-  the  French  troops,  caused  fifty  thousand  rations  to  he  sold  at  auction  in  the 
pnhlie  square,  where  they  hrought  small  prices.  For  this  and  other  reasons  it  is  supposed 
the  troops  are  to  be  withdrawn  some  distance  in  the  interior. 

At  the  latest  advices  they  had  reached  Saltillo,  where  the  people  had  already  been  robbed 
of  large  sums  by  forced  loans. 

The  troops  were  quartered  in  the  city,  and  a  large  number  of  families  had  been  turned 
from  their  houses  to  make  room  for  tha  French  officers  and  men. 

ETerywhere  the  people  are  treated  uke  dog^,  and  the  most  atrocious  outrages  perpetrated 
on  both  men  and  women. 

The  French  troops  are  of  small  stature  and  poorly  armed,  but  are  seemingly  very  active. 
Thtej  carry  much  heavier  loads  on  the  march  tnan  our  soldiers  and  straggle  fearfully.  They 
are  miserable  horsemen,  officers  as  well  as  soldiers,  and  in  their  operations  against  the 
momited  troops  of  the  liberals  never  leave  the  broad  road,  as,  should  they  enter  the  chaparral 
thev  might  fall  from  their  horses,  the  result  of  which  would  be  certain  death  from  the  sword 
or  danfor  of  the  Mexican,  who  moves  with  astonishing  celerity  through  the  tangled  under- 

MAPS  OP  THE  COUNTRY. 

Engineers  in  the  French  service  are  engaged  in  making  maps  of  the  country  and  studying 
its  condition  with  reference  to  the  roads,  water,  and  supplies. 

DESERTERS. 

Large  mimbers  of  foreign  troops  have  deserted,  and  others  lose  no  opportunity  to  do  so. 
Of  the  eight  thousand  Austrian  troops  which  originally  came  to  the  country  two  thousand 
have  died  off  or  deserted.  It  is  thought  by  the  well  informed  that  there  are  not  now  more 
than  fifteen  thousand  foreign  troops  in  the  country.  As  has  been  stated,  there  were  originally 
eighteen  thousand  French  troops,  and  fourteen  thousand  Austrians,  Hungarians,  Poles, 
I^Tptians,  &c.  These  were  the  numbers  on  paper.  It  can  be  safely  calculated  that  one- 
dmd  lees  was  the  actual  number  present,  and  that  by  disease,  desertion,  and  the  weapons  of 
the  hberals  it  has  been  decreased  to  the  present  estimate  can  be  easily  believed. 

THE  SENTIMENTS  OP  THE  PEOPLE. 

In  many  places  the  people  have  anxiouslv  longed  for  the  arrival  of  the  imperial  troops, 
hoping  to  be  preserved  from  the  exactions  of  the  Uberals;  but  in  every  case  these  illusions 
have  been  dispelled  by  their  presence,  and  the  universal  cry  is,  * 'Anything  but  these  foreign 
xobben  and  cut-throats." 


No.  11. 


[Translation.] 

Brownsville,  Texas,  December  7,  1865. 
Information  of  the  defeat  of  the  liberals  in  and  about  Monterey  has  reached  here.    As 
Dsoal,  the  accounts  of  the  respective  parties  widely  differ,  and  it  is  difficult  to  g^t  at  the  real 
troth  of  the  affair. 

PORCED  LOANS. 

Before  leaving  iif  onterey  the  French  commander  had  made  forced  loans,  in  violation  of  the 
decree  of  Maximilian,  and  on  November  8  the  Mexican  imperial  commander  made  another 
aaeosment  on  the  merchants  for  money,  men,  and  horses  to  defend  the  city  against  the 
Eherals.  Some  Americans  and  others  protested  against  this,  but  were  informed  that  they 
most  comply  with  the  demand  or  go  to  jail. 

Dralts  on  the  city  of  Mexico  for  previous  loans  had  been  dishonored. 

THE  FRENCH  ADMINISTRATION 

of  affairs  about  Monterey  had  been  very  tyrannical,  and  the  people  everywhere  wera  more 
jftiMfigfifil  with  the  empire  than  they  had  previously  been  with  the  republic.  Many  com- 
plasnlB  were  made  of  outrages  committed  on  citizens  by  the  French  officers,  particularly  by 
AimricaDa  and  other  foreigners.  Instances  of  public  flogging  of  citizens  by  Jeanningros 
hintelf  x^&e  related  by  reliable  parties. 

Tie  officers,  with  their  orderlies  and  servants,  were  quartered  with  the  wealthy  families, 
Qiiiig  tbdr  rooms,  furniture,  and  provisions  at  pleasure.  The  troops  were  quartered  in 
hooMt,  hma  moet  of  which  the  fieimilios  had  been  ejected.  ^^  ^^^T^ 
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On  the  march  from  Monterej  to  Saltillo  women  and  children  were  turned  from  their  houses 
in  cold  weather  that  the  soldiers  might  occupy  them. 

All  property  seized  for  public  use  is  paid  lor  at  such  prices  as  the  commanding  officer  may 
allow,  or  not  at  all. 

The  people  are  constantly  contrasting  the  course  of  the  French  with  that  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  ]847f  much  to  the  credit  of  the  latter. 

The  roads  through  the  country  travelled  are  natural,  and  for  the  most  part  good.  A 
scarcity  of  water  is,  however,  a  serious  difficulty  in  the  way  of  travel  or  of  military  opera- 
tions. Much  of  this  might  be  overcome  by  digging  common  or  artesian  wells.  Generally 
speaking,  good  water  can  be  obtained  at  a  depth  of  from  thirty  to  sixty  feet  in  limestone  rock, 
and  large  tracts  of  land,  now  useless,  might  be  cultivated  by  the  aid  of  irrigation  therefronL 
In  case  of  military  operations  within  the  states  mentioned,  all  supplies  except  fresh  meat 
must  necessarily  be  from  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande.  A  railrofi^l  from  the  river  to  Monterey 
would  be  advisable  in  such  case.  To  build  such  a  road  very  little  heavy  grading  would  be 
required.  The  greatest  difficulty  would  be  in  procuring  ties,  there  being  little  timber  grow- 
ing near  except  palmetto,  which  is  too  soft  for  such  purpose.  Difficulties  in  procuring  water 
and  grass  would  prevent  any  extended  cavalry  operations. 


"No.  12. 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  mPERIAL  ARMY,  DIVISION  OF  MEJIA — GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

Matamoras,  November  9,  1865. 

General  :  I  forward  yon  enclosed  copy  of  a  communication,  dated  yesterday,  sent  to  me 
by  D.  de  la  Bedolliero,  lieutenant  in  the  French  marines,  and  acting  commander  of  the 
armed  gunboat  Antonia.  You  can,  by  said  communication,  officiallv  take  cogpiizance  oi 
the  following  occurrences,  which  include  so  many  flagrant  violations  of  the  neutrality  which 
the  United  States  have  obligated  themselves  to  keep  in  Mexican  affiurs : 

First,  That  the  Mexican  steamboat  Antonia,  coming  up  the  river  with  French  troops  on 
board,  was  attacked  from  the  Texas  shore  without  any  provocation  whatever.  Nor  was  this 
insult  to  the  French  and  Mexican  flags,  which  were  both  floating  on  the  boat,  in  any  way 
punished. 

Second,  That  the  besiegers  of  Matamoras  detached  from  their  lines  to  attack,  from  Mexico, 
the  said  steamboat,  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  under  arms,  without  any  opposition  being  made 
by  the  American  authorities,  officers  or  soldiers,  from  whom,  on  the  contrary,  they  received 
a  hearty  welcome. 

Third.  That  the  same  bandits  were  in  direct  communication  with  the  American  steamboat 
Tampico  during  the  action.  The  relation  of  M.  de  la  Bedolliero  is  confirmed  by  the  unequivo- 
cal marks  left  on  the  Antonia  by  the  projectiles  sent  from  the  Texas  shore. 

Besides  this,  occurrences  of  the  same  character  have  taken  place  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Matamoras  during  the  stay  of  the  enem^.  According  to  the  daily  reports  of  the  steamers 
Paisano  and  Eugenia,  a  great  number  of"^  persons,  among  whom  could  be  distinguished  the 
uniform  of  the  United  States  and  that  peculiar  to  Cortina's  robbers,  occupy  themselves  in 
insulting  and  even  throwing  stones  from  the  city  of  Brownsville  at  the  troops  which  man 
said  boats,  and  this  in  the  presence  of  the  American  officers  and  guards  stationed  on  the 
bank  of  the  river. 

Such  outrages,  which  cannot  naturally  be  expldned,  have  been  noted,  and  relation  of  them 
will  be  transmitted  to  the  Mexican  government,  and  to  his  excellency  Marshal  Bassaine,  in 
order  that  they  may  decide  upon  Uie  real  character  of  such  actions.  Accept,  general,  the 
assurance  of  my  consideration. . 

THS.  MEJIA, 
Commanding  line  of  the  Rio  Oramde, 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  communication  referred  to  in  the  foregoing: 

No.  13. 
[Translation.  ] 

MEXICAN  IMPERIAL  ARMT,  DIVISION  OF  MEJIA— GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

Matamoras,  November  8,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  coming  up  the  river  Rio  Grande  with  the 
Mexican  steamboat  Antonia,  I  was  attacked  by  the  liberals  posted  near  Ranchito,  on  the 
Mexican  side  of  the  river.  After  the  engagement  I  saw  two  horsemen  crossing  the  river 
behind  us.  They  landed  on  the  Texas  shore,  and  a  few  minutes  afterwards  three  shots  were 
fired  at  us  from  that  side,  almost  immediately  followed  by  three  more^  and  yetjuiother — 
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ttttgetiwr  serea  shots.  I  had  a  great  deal  of  troable  to  restrain  mj  men  and  keep  them 
firom  Bnng  into  the  Aooerioan  shore  I  ^ve  the  order  not  to  fire  on  the  Texas  side  under 
m;  circumstances  whatever,  and  was  strictly  obeyed. 

The  two  horsemen  who  had  fired  upon  us  were  g^alloping  along  the  bank  in  the  direction 
of  Bfownsville,  and  I  am  convinced  that  they  were  the  same  who  fired  upon  us  daring  the 
last  affiur,  which  took  place  about  four  miles  from  Matamoras. 

When  we  arrived  in  front  of  the  American  camp,  these  two  horsemen  were  prancing  up 
and  dovrn,  exchanging  salutations  and  shaking  hands  with  the  American  officers.  Several 
Bien,  wearing  the  same  uniform,  and  who  had  no  doubt  crossed  the  river  after  the  engage* 
Bent,  had  rejoined  these  two,  and  seemed  to  be  equal! v  well  received  by  the  Americans. 

Daring  the  morning  we  were  continually  annoyed  bv  horsemen,  who  were  firing  at  us 
vnder  cover  of  ranches  and  chaparral.  Arriving  at  a  place  called,  I  believe,  Lamparena, 
we  saw  the  American  steamboat  Tampico  tied  up  to  the  Mexican  shore  and  loaded  with 
troops.  The  liberaU  continued  to  fire  upon  us  until  we  were  hid  from  their  sight  by  the 
Tampico. 

In  passing  they  communicated  with  said  steamboat,  and  again  commenced  their  fire  upon 
OS,  when  we  could  not  answer  them  without  hitting  the  Tampico  \  and  when  a  short  tmie 
afterwards  the  superioritv  of  our  fire  obliged  them  to  fiy,  they  went  back  to  the  Tampico 
again,  commanicated  with  her,  and  then  fuUowed  us.  I  presume  they  went  to  the  Ameri- 
cans to  ask  either  for  ammunition  or  information  as  to  our  armament 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  these  facts  known  to  you. 
I  am,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

D.  DE  LA  BEDOLLIERE, 
Ensign f  Commanding  Sitamboat  Antonia, 

Literal  and  certified  copy:  ANSELMO  HUBIA. 


No.  14. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Brownsville,  Texas,  November  13,  lti65. 

Obvekal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  tha 
9th  instant,  and  to  say  in  reply  that  you,  as  a  soldier,  must  certainly  be  aware  that  it  would 
require  all  the  cavalry  of  Europe  and  America  combioed  so  to  picket  this  river  as  to  prevent 
lii^le  individoals  from  committing  such  outrages  as  Lientenaut  de  la  Bedolliero  complains 
af^  and  that  it  wonld  not  be  just  in  you  to  hold  me  or  my  government  responsible  for  the  acts 
of  lueh  indiTidnals.  All  that  I  can  do  is  to  try  my  utmost  to  arrest  the  guiltv  parties,  aud 
£spo8e  of  thein  according  to  instructions ;  and  this  I  commenced  to  do  before  I  received 
joQr  letter,  and  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  occurrence. 

The  soldiers  on  the  Tampico  were  sick  and  disabled  men  who  were  mustered  out,  and  were 
on  their  way  to  their  homes.  What  crime  there  could  have  been  in  communicating  with  the 
liberals  I  cannot  possibly  understand.  These  sick  and  disabled  soldiers  had  no  ammunition, 
aad  they  certainly  could  give  them  very  little  information. 

T^  met  that  there  were  bullet-marks  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  Antonia  does  not  prove 
at  all  that  the  shots  were  fired  from  the  American  side,  because,  as  you  must  know,  the  Rio 
Oimnde  is  so  crooked  and  has  so  many  sharp  turns  that  a  boat  could  be  riddled  on  her  star- 
hoard  side  and  still  every  shot  be  fired  from  the  Mexican  shore.  You  complain  that  my 
offioert  and  men  affiliate  with  the  liberals  and  welcome  them.  This  is  not  strange.  The 
Hberals  claim  that  they  fight  for  their  freedom.  Their  cause,  then,  is  one  that  has  awakened 
the  wamtest  sympathies  in  every  American  breast  It  would  be  as  impossible  for  me  to  pre- 
tmt  this,  even  if  I  felt  so  disposed,  as  it  would  be  to  stop  the  motion  ot  the  earth.  But  1  do 
not  feel  so  disposed.  During  our  late  war  the  officers  and  men  of  French  and  English  men- 
of-war  lying  in  ports  in  our  military  possession  affiliated  continually  and  exclusively  with 
our  enemies,  (as  at  New  Orleans  and  Norfolk,)  and  yet  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to 
eommnnicate  with  them  on  the  subject.  They  were  permitted  to  choose  their  own  associates. 
I  have  only  heard  of  a  single  instance  when  a  mob  of  Mexicans  threw  stones  at  your  gun- 
boats, and  this  mob  was  promptly  dispersed  by  my  guards. 

I  have  never  heard  of  a  single  soldier  making  insulting  remarks,  but  have  heard  that 
Mexicans  frequently  make  them.  It  wonld  be  impossible  for  me  to  stop  this,  because  I 
bave  not  the  forc«»  to  spare  for  pickets,  though  I  felt  disposed  to  do  it ;  but  I  do  not  feel  so 

^spoaed,  because  ever  since  my  arrival  here  you  have  allowed  a  sheet,  published  in  Mata- 

■nras  and  printed  in  the  English  and  Spanish  languages,  daily  to  vilify  and  insult  the 

fovenmient,  the  people,  and  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  and  tins,  too,  after  your  attention 

and  that  of  Sedor  Robles  had  been  called  to  it. 
To«,  raieral,  have  no  riffht  to  complain  of  my  conduct  during  the  recent  siege.    I  per- 

iBxttod  ue  women  and  children  to  come  here  from  Matamoras,  meat  to  go  over  to  your  citizens 

who  rtoained,  pass  for  the  cows  of  the  same,  and  wood  to  enable  them  to  cook  their  meals. 

HoxDiiiity  required  this.    In  return  I  gave  the  wounded  liberals  who  were  helpless  and 
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desUtate  shelter,  medicinee  and  food.    I  inTariablf  did  this  for  my  woanded  enemSes.    Ftr 
whom  have  I  done  the  most  In  this  matter?    Is  it  not  aboat  an  equal  thinsr  t 

AgBin,  you  promised  to  release  American  citizens,  after  my  demand  was  made,  frombeine 
pressed  into  military  service  under  you,  contrary  to  the  treaty  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States,  and  yet  yesterday  I  heard  of  three  that  were  still  held.  I  believe  this  to  be  entirely 
the  fault  of  your  subordinate  officers,  and  do  not  blame  you  for  it 

A|?ain,  you  have  converted  an  American  steamer  into  a  gunboat  and  hoisted  the  Mexieaa 
flafi:  on  her,  without  first  buying  her  and  chan^ng  her  nationality,  according  to  law ;  and 
against  this  I  hereby  protest,  and  if  not  remedied,  will  at  once  lay  the  matter  before  my 
superior  officers. 

As  Monsieur  Clone,  commander  of  the  naval  division  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  has  also  ad- 
dressed me  on  some  of  the  above  subjects,  I  should  be  pleased  if  you  would  send  him  a  copy 
of  this  letter,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  correspond  with  two  oifferent  commanders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  

G.  WEITZEL, 
Mt^0r  Otneral  Commanding, 
General  ToMAS  Mejia, 

Commanding  line  of  the  Rio  Grande, 


No.  16. 


The  following  is  the  correspondence  between  the  American  commander  and  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  French  fleet : 

Fint  LeUer. 

[Translation.] 

Naval  Division  of  the  Mexican  Gulf,  on  board 

THE  Frigate  Magellan,  off  the  Rio  Grande, 

November  6,  1865. 

General:  I  have  been  exactly  informed  as  to  the  events  taking  place  in  the  surround- 
ings of  Matamoras — that  is  to  say,  that  I  am  perfectly  cognizant  of  the  assistance  which 
the  so-called  liberals  have  received  and  still  receive  from  Texas,  and  more  especially  from 
Brownsville. 

The  mess  stores  and  munitions  of  war  are  furnished  by  persons  under  your  command. 
Escobedo's  pieces  are  worked  by  gunners  from  your  army  who  are  not  mustered  out  of 
service. 

The  wounded  are  received  in  the  Brownsville  hospital. 

The  officers  of  Fscobedo  and  Cortinia  daily  go  to  that  city  (armed)  to  take'  their  meals  or 
to  rest  during  the  leisure  hours  which  the  siege  of  Matamoras  leaves  them.  In  a  word, 
Brownsville  seems  to  be  the  headquarters  of  the  Juarists.  And  it  is  undoubted  that  neither 
Escobedo  nor  Cortina  could  undertake  anything  if  they  did  not  have  these  continually  re- 
newed resources  from  Texas  to  sustain  them. 

I  will  take  the  liberty  to  recall  to  your  memory  how  very  different  to  what  is  passing  here 
has  been  the  conduct  of  France  during  the  recent  war  which  has  just  torn  the  American 
Union.  France  remained  loyally  neutral.  If  it  had  been  otherwise — if  we  bad  done  the 
one-hundredth  part  of  what  is  being  done  in  Brownsville  or  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande — 
the  American  people  would  have  loudly  protested,  and  they  would  have  been  right. 

The  international  laws  adopted  by  all  civilized  nations  are  obligatory  upon  all.  As  they 
bound  us  in  honor  to  remain  neutral,  so  do  they  bind  you  also ;  you  cannot  pretend  to  be  ex- 
empt from  rules  upon  which  you  have  leaned  under  pretext  that  they  are  now  useless. 

Afler  having  presented  to  you,  general,  the  preceding  observations,  I  close  my  letter  by 
protesting  in  the  most  formal  manner  against  the  flagrant  violation  of  neutrality  on  this 
frontier,  and  particulariy  in  Brownsville. 

Accept,  general,  the  assurance  of  my  highest  esteem  and  most  perfect  consideration. 

G.  CLOUE, 
Commanding  the  Naval  Division  of  the  Mexican  Gulf 

The  General  Commanding  the  Forces  of  the  United  States 

on  the  Rio  Grande. 


No.  16. 

General  H'eitzel*i  response. 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

BroumsvUUy  Texas,  November  10,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  and  return  it  herewith,  as  I 
cannot  receive  a  document  so  disrespectful  to  me  and  to  the  government  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  ^y.^.v.  ^,  ^_^ ^^^ 
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H  j<m  lunre  any  complaints  to  make,  they  will  he  duly  submitted  to  higher  aathoritj,  if 
said  compUunts  are  in  proper  tone  and  conched  in  proper  Language. 

I  am,  air,  very  respe^uUy,  your  obedient  servant,  

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Konsienr  G.  Clous, 

Commander  of  the  Naval  Divisum,  €hUf  of  Mexico, 


No.  17. 

Second  letter, 

[Translation.] 

Off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  Frigate  Magellan, 

November  9,  1865. 

General  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  some  shot  were  fired  from  the  American 
sde  at  a  detachment  of  French  marines  gomg  up  the  river  on  the  steamboat  Antonfo. 

According  to  my  positive  orders,  the  officer  commanding  the'  detachment  recommended  to 
his  men  not  to  answer  any  act  of  hostility  whatever  coming  from  the  American  side.  This 
order  was  executed,  and  will  continue  to  be,  whatever  happens,  because  we  understand  our 
dutj  as  belligerents,  and  are  determined  not  to  swerve  from  it.  Aco^rding  to  intemationid 
laws,  the  armed  Mexicans  who  cross  your  frontier  should  be  arrested  and  disarmed.  With 
itronger  reason  do  these  laws  require  that  you  should  not  tolerate  any  acts  of  hostility  coming 
from  your  side.  It  is  failing  in  respect  to  the  United  States  to  come  upon  their  temtory  and 
from  there  fire  upon  our  troops  without  danger. 

I  am  confident,  general,  that  the  acts  of  hostility  committed  against  the  Antonio  were  com- 
mitted without  your  knowledge,  and  I  am  certain  that  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  hav^  called 
joor  attention  to  such  deplorable  occurrences  in  order  that  they  be  not  renewed.         » 

You  are  probably  unaware  that  the  assailants  of  the  Antonio  communicated  with  your 
troops  descending  the  river  on  the  steamboat  Tampico,  and,  besides,  that  these  same  assail* 
ants  erosaed  over  to  Texas  in  sight  of  the  Antonio,  and  were  seen  fraternizing  with  the  United 
States  soldiers. 

I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  upon  my  arrival  in  regard  to  the  grave  occurrences  which 
are  taking  place  on  the  frontier,  and  would  be  happy  to  learn  that  you  have  received  my 
fetter. 

Aco^t,  genera],  the  assurance  of  the  sentiments  of  high  esteem  and*  consideration  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  CLOUE, 
Commanding  the  Naval  Division  of  the  Mexican  Gulf, 

The  General  Commanding  the  Forces  of  the  United  States 

on  the  Line  of  the  Rio  Grande^  BrovmsvUle, 


No.  18. 


'  Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

BrotonsvUle,  .Texae^  November  12,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  9th  in 
stant. 

Several  days  ago  I  received  one  from  General  Mejia  on  the  same  subject ;  but  before  I  had 
received  either  I  nad  commenced  to  investigate  the  affair,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  I  will  reply 
to  General  Mejia,  as  he  signs  himself  and  is  understood  to  be,  commander  of  the  line  of  the 
Sio  Grande  on  the  other  side,  and  because  I  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  disposition  to  cor- 
xespond  with  two  different  commanders  on  the  same  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Monsieur  G.  Cloue, 

Commander  of  the  Naval  Division  of  the  Mexican  Guff, 
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No.  19. 

[Qen^ral  Orders  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  District  op  the  Rio  Guanoe, 

BroumsvUU,  Texas,  November  18,  1865. 
The  Mexican  aathoritie«  having  officially  notified  the  commanding  general  that  the  Ranch- 
ero  has  been  ordered  to  cease  publishing  any  articles  insulting  to  our  government,  people, 
and  army,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  command  shall  not  allow 
any  person  on  this  bank  to  insult  anv  person  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Weitzd :  

D.  D.  WHEELER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL 

No.  20. 

(hneral  Mejia  to  General  tVeitzel, 

[Translation.] 

Imperial  Mexicah  Army, 

Matamoroi,  December  1,  1865. 

General:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  October  24, 1  will  state  that  I  have  taken 
the  necessary  information  in  regard  to  the  detention  of  the  individuals  whom  you  ask  me  to 
set  at  liberty. 

In  none  of  the  edifi^  which  serve  as  prisons  in  this  city  of  Matamoras  can  there  be  found 
the  persons  of  James  HcElrath,  Bartley  Quinn,  or  James  Smith ;  but-under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court-martial  are  detained  Richard  Crawford,  or  Cranford,  Carter  Smith,  and  Joeeph 
'jBjng,  American  soldiers,  who  deserted  from  your  command  on  the  16th  of  September  last, 
and  were  taken  prisoners  in  the  neighborhood  of  Matamoras  on  the  next  day,  tne  17th,  in  a 
Bkirmish  which  took  place  between  a  few  of  my  soldiers  and  one  of  Cortina's  band. 

It  is,  therefore,  impossible  for  me  to  set  them  at  liberty. 

It  is  true  that  a  few  men  of  color,  of  American  origin,  were  employed  on  the  public  works 
or  fortfbcations ;  but  this  labor  was  freely  given,  and  they  were  paid  one  dollar  each  daily. 

You  see  that  neither  the  laws  nor  the  treaties  have  been  violated. 

It  is  also  certain  that  during  the  last  operations  in  this  city  several  negroes  and  former 
United  States  soldiers  were  arrested,  but  thev  were  afterwards  liberated.  Still,  the  presence 
of  individuals  of  this  class  in  the  enemy*s  lines,  the  projectiles  of  American  manufacture 
which  were  thrown  over  Matamoras,  and  the  passing  of  Escobedo^s  artillery  indiscriminately 
to  and  from  Texas  on  United  States  transports,  justify,  in  the  eyes  of  my  government,  sach 
measures  of  security. 

Accept,  general,  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration. 

TOMAS  MEJIA, 
General  Commanding,  t^,' 

Major  General  Weitzel, 

Commanding  Western  District  of  Texas, 


No.  21. 

General  WeilztVs  reply. 

Headquarters  District  op  the  Rio  Grande, 

BrownsvUle,  Texas,  November  27,  1865. 
(General  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  Mf^or  General  P.  H.  Sheridan,  command- 
ing military  division  of  the  gulf,  transmitted  through  Major  General  H.  G.  Wright^  com- 
manding  department  of  Texas,  I  hereby  notify  you  that  if  any  such  outrages  on  American 
citizens  as  I  complained  of  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  24th  of  October  last  are  permitted  within 
your  lines,  no  excuse  for  such  conduct  will  be  accepted ;  that  you  will  not  oe  permitted  to 
commit  acts  against  the  United  States  which  are  no  accidents,  and  that  the  government  wUl 
not  accept  your  personal  apologies  for  your  bad  faith. 

I  am  further  ordered  to  say  to  you  that  hereafter,  when  any  garrison  under  your  command 
is  in  a  state  of  siege,  no  supplies  of  any  kind  will  be  permitted  to  be  sent  to  such  garrison 
from  this  side.  General  Sheridan  considering  that  it  would  be  less  a  violation  of  neutrality 
against  the  legitimate  authority  in  Mexico  to  send  powder  to  such  garrison. 

I  am  further  ordered  to  stop  all  intercourse  with  any  garrison  during  the  progress  of  a  siege, 
except  that  which  humanity  shall  dictate. 

I  am,  shr,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Migor  General  Tomas  Mejia,  C^r\r\n\ 

Commanding  line  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Digitized  by  V^OOgLL 
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No.  22. 

The  fbre^ing  commnnicaiion  was  retained  by  Qeneral  Mejia,  with  a  verbal  message,  to 
which  General  Weitsel  retorned  the  following: 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Brotontville,  Texas,  December  4,  1865. 

QEtTBRAL, :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  1st 
Instant,  in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  24th  of  October  last. 

The  three  men  that  cannot  now  be  found  in  your  prisons  have  long  ago  been  released.  If 
the  three  men  of  the  twenty-third  United  States  colored  troops  were  captured  in  the  lines  of 
^onr  enemies  in  arms  against  you,  I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  of  course.  But  for  human- 
ity's sake,  I  ask  that,  on  their  trial,  your  court  may  take  into  consideration  their  ignorance, 
their  ignorance  of  your  language,  and  the  fact  that  officers  and  others  from  the  other  side  in- 
duced these  men  to  do  what  they  did  under  promise  of  large  sums  of  money.  But  three 
pieces  of  artillery  have  crossed  and  recrossed  this  river,  and  that  only  once,  and  then  not  on 
Unted  States  transports.  But  one  of>iny  officers,  who  saw  the  whole  performance,  says  the 
rant  were  dismounted,  the  carriages  taken  apart,  and  the  different  parts  carried  over  in  skiffs. 
These  were  brought  over  to  be  repaired,  and  returned  as  soon  as  they  were  repaired. 

As  I  understand  you,  however,  you  do  not  complain  of  this,  nor  of  projectiles  of  American 
manafiictare  being  thrown  over  Matamoras ;  but  you  merely  mention  them  as  &cts  which 
jistified  great  precautionary  -measures  on  your  part. 

I  have  also  received  my  communication  of  the  27th  ultimo,  returned  to  me.  I  must  con- 
sider it  unanswered,  as  I  can  receive  no  verbal  reply  to  a  communication  written  by  direction 
of  soch  high  authority  as  it  was. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

G.  WEITZEL, 


Major  General  Tomas  Mejia, 

Commanding  lime  of  ike  Rio  Grande. 


Major  General  Commanding, 


Ko.23. 


[Translation.  ] 

We  extract,  says  the  Pr^cursenr  of  Antwerp,  the  following  interesting  information  from  a 
letter  of  Mr.  Heym,  sergeant-major  and  secretary  of  the  Bielgian  legion,  to  his  parents  in 
Uerre: 

Dear  Parents  :  I  informed  you  in  my  last  letter  that  I  was  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Ziran 
daro ;  but,  before  telling  of  my  unfortunate  situation,  I  will  give  a  brief  retrospective  glance 
at  my  sojourn  in  Mexico. 

Mexico  may  seem  a  fine  country  to  a  pleasure  traveller,  for  wild,  picturesque,  and  mag- 
nifieent  views  are  extended  on  every  side ;  but  it  is  certainly  a  most  detestable  country  to  a 
loldier  on  a  campaign,  and  such  a  campaign  as  ours — a  mountain  war.  We  poor  little  Bel- 
gian soldiers,  used  to  all  possible  comforts,  have  been  greatly  astonished  at  our  new  mode  of 
life  since  our  arrival.  We  have  been  in  the  field  since  our  landing,  garrisoned  only  a  few 
days  at  a  time.  My  longest  stay  was  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  where  I  remained  one  month. 
Except  the  time  when  I  was  a  prisoner,  I  have  been  constantly  going,  traversing  hundreds 
of  leegues,  wading  in  sand  above  my  ankles  one  day,  almost  up  to  my  kness  in  mud,  climb- 
ing steep  mountains,  2,000  metres  above  the  level  of  the  sea ;  now  lodging  under  a  tent  upon 
the  cold  gpround,  at  another  time  sleeping  among  the  ruins  of  an  old  convent  or  an  older 
ehnreh,  where  mosquitoes,  ants,  fleas,  d^c,  disputed  my  bed.  There  are  no  paved  roads ; 
the  country  is  almost  a  desert,  especially  in  the  regions  of  the  tierra  calientey  which  com- 
pels us,  when  we  have  an  excursion  into  the  mountains,  to  take  ten  days'  provisions  in  our 
kmmsaeks,  travelling  ten,  twelve,  and  fourteen  leagues  a  day.  This  may  seem  exaggerated, 
but  1  assure  you  it  is  the  truth.  Besides,  in  order  to  give  a  proof  of  it,  I  am  going  to  relate 
what  happened,  for  want  of  precautions,  during  our  march  irom  Mexico  to  Morelia,  the  cap- 
ital of  Michoacan.  Arrived  at  a  place  named  La  Florida,  where  we  bivouacked,  they  in- 
formed the  colonel  during  the  night  that  a  band  of  guerillas  were  at  San  Felipe,  three  leagues 
from  oar  bivouac  At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  four  companies  of  the  main  corps,  under 
the  eommand  of  a  colonel,  started,  taking  only  one  day's  rations,  thinking  to  join  the  main 
bodj  that  day.  At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  reached  the  spot,  the  enemy  had  just  left. 
We  started  in  pursuit,  and  marched  until  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  without  overtaking  them. 
During  the  night  the  colonel  received  orders  to  march  on  Zitacuaro,  a  small  town  the  dissi- 
dents had  seized.  We  had  no  provisions,  but  the  order  was  positive  and  we  had  to  start; 
all  we  could  get  was  one  ration  of  bread  each.  We  then  started  and  travelled  fourteen  con- 
secutive hours,  from  six  o'clocle  in  the  morning  until  seven  at  night,  on  this  one  ration  of 
bread ;  but  as  there  was  a  squadron  of  Mexican  cavalry  with  us,  we  made  them  kill  beevea> 
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and  we  ate  the  meat  broiled  on  coals,  without  salt  or  bread.  It  was  onlj  the  fourth  daj, 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  arrived  at  Zitacnaro,  where  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  eating  a  bit  of  bread,  which  we  had  not  tasted  for  three  dajs.  To  our  ^reat  displeastire, 
these  beg^fi^arlj  Chinacos,  as  they  are  called  here,  had  run  awaj.  The  city  was  almost  en- 
tirely abandoned.  We  remiuned  there  six  days,  during^  which  we  made  several  excursions, 
pillaging  two  villages  and  a  mill.  This  is  wnat  is  called  making  a  raid.  Each  takes  for 
nimself ;  it  is  who  shall  get  the  most ;  there  were  only  the  cattle  to  divide.  We  took  in  this 
way  six  hundred  head  ot  cattle.  These  episodes  happen  very  frequently.  This  will  give 
you  some  idea  of  our  mode  of  life. 

When  we  made  our  entry  into  Mexico,  after  passing  in  review  before  the  emperor,  the  em- 
press, and  Marshal  Bazaiiie,  we  defiled  before  the  palace,  admired  by  everybody,  and  were 
quartered  at  Chepultepec,  the  imperial  residence,  (like  Laeken  in  Belgium,)  Tacubaya  and 
Molino  del  Rey,  three  pretty  places,  about  three  and  a  half  leagues  from  Mexico.  The  sub- 
ordinate French  officers  of  the  capital  gave  us  a  magnificent  dinner  that  day ;  only  French- 
men know  how  to  do  such  things ;  they  are  the  perfection  of  gallantry  and  p<>liteness.  Wher- 
ever we  go  we  meet  Frenchmen,  and  they  always  receive  us  magnificently.  We  are  looked 
upon  by  them  as  count^men,  and  are  on  the  best  of  terms,  when  we  go  on  expeditions  to- 
gether. Our  colonel,  Mr.  Van  der  Smissen,  is  very  fond  of  the  French,  and  has  evidently 
not  forgotten  his  stay  among  them  in  Algeria.  But  it  is  not  so  with  the  Austrians ;  they 
can  never  forget  Solterino  and  Magenta ;  and  in  their  fist-fights  they  tear  off  each  other's 
medals,  given  to  them  by  their  governments  for  the  Italian  campaign.  An  example  for  dis- 
sension was  set  by  the  Austrian  commander,  who,  on  his  arrival  at  Puebla.  positively  re- 
fused an  invitation  to  dinner  given  to  him  by  the  commander  of  that  city;  but  things  are 
improving  now. 

No.  24. 
[From  the  Idea  Liberal,  of  Paebla,  November  29,  1865. — ^Translation.] 

It  having  been  reported  by  the  commander  of  the  third  territorial  division  that  Silvestre 
Aranda  and  Zeferino  Macias,  among  others,  had  accepted  the  amnesty  granted  by  the  decree 
of  the  3d  of  October,  Mr.  Macias  wrote  upon  a  sheet  of  paper  the  following  declaration : 

**  I  have  seen,  with  some  surprise,  a  communication  from  the  commander  of  the  third  terri- 
torial division,  directed  to  the  war  department  and  published  in  the  paper  called  the  Peiaxo 
Verde,  No.  261,  of  the  4th  instant.  It  is  asserted  in  this  that  I  had  petitioned  for  a  pardon, 
according  to  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  October,  of  this  year ;  but  as  this  is  entirely  false,  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  show  it,  for  my  dignitv  and  my  military  reputation. 

**  More  than  a  year  ag^  I  was  beaten  in  the  battle  of  Matehuala,  and  since  then  I  have 
lived  quietly  in  this  city.  Colonel  Garnier,  commander  of  Guanajuato,  and  the  commander 
of  this  place,  are  conscious  pf  this  fact,  as  I  went  to  see  them  and  informed  them  of  my 
intention.  They  both  received  me  cordially,  and,  so  far  from  imposing  the  least  conditions 
upon  me,  they  offered  me  every  guarantee  of  personal  protection.  Some  time  passed,  and 
on  the  8th  of  May  Mr.  Nauroi,  commander  of  the  place,  gave  me  a  safe-conduct  from  Mar- 
shal Bazaine  without  my  solicitation,  which  they  had  given  me  without  his  authority.  Since 
then  I  have  lived  without  molestation,  attentive  to  my  business. 

'*  These  are  the  facts  ;  this  is  the  truth.  It  is,  therefore,  with  pain  I  have  seen  mv  name 
printed  in  an  official  paper,  stating  that  I  had  been  pardoned  by  the  decree  mentioned: 

"  Therefore  I  deem  it  my  imperative  duty  to  refute  these  assertions ;  to  let  my  conntrj 
know,  as  all  the  citizens  of  this  place  do,  that  for  more  than  a  year  I  have  lived  in  the  midst 
of  m^  family,  attending  to  my  private  business.  I  am  very  sorry  that  a  man  like  me,  who 
has  lived  entirely  secluded  from  public  life,  has  been  injured  in  reputation  when  facts  prbve 
the  contrary  of  the  assertion. 

**  I  now  ask  the  commander  of  the  third  territorial  military  division  to  correct  the  errors  men- 
tioned, and  justify  ray  corrections. 

*' ZEFERINO  MACIAS. 

"Leon,  November  14, 1865." 

After  assuring  that  he  had  not  asked  a  pardon,  Mr.  Aranda  says : 

**Iwas  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  M^joma,  the  21st  of  September  of 
last  year,  and,  with  two  of  my  aids  and  the  surgeon.  Dr.  Encisco,  I  cam'e  to  this  city,  where 
I  have  remained  since  the  8th  of  May.  I  was  then  set  at  liberty  by  order  of  Marshal  Bazaine, 
without  any  solicitation  from  myself;  and  Mr.  Nauroi,  who  gave  me  the  pass,  exacted  no 
conditions  whatever  from  me. 

*'  Sick  and  prostrate  from  my  wound,  I  have  remained  since  then  with  my  family,  devoted 
entirely  to  my  private  business.  Now,  if  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  alludes  to  armed 
men,  1  certainly  cannot  be  included  among  the  number,  and  it  affects  me  in  no  particular ; 
hence  my  astonishment  that  the  commander  of  the  third  territorial  military  division  has  made 
a  report  so  entirely  false  to  the  honorable  secretary  of  war. 

**  It  is  unpleasant  to  enter  into  the  details  of  such  a  disagreeable  subject;  I  only  desire 
that  the  officials  may  let  me  alone,  and  disturb  me  on  no  account ;  but  1  cannot  avoid,  on 
this  occasion,  the  duty  of  correcting  the  mistakes  injurious  to  pyJ^Qj^otJ* 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  45 

Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washingfon,  December  28,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  which  yon  were 
pleased  to  address  io  me  under  date  of  the  24th  instant,  transmitting  the  opinion- 
of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  order  No.  17, 
iaauedat  San  Francisco,  by  General  McDowell,  on  the  11th  of  October  last, 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  arms  and  articles  contraband  of  war  over  the 
Bdnthem  frontier  lines  of  California  and  Arizona;  and  to  which  subject  I  alladed 
in  the  notes  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  department  on  the  14th 
and  18di  of  November  last  past. 

I  have  ^een  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  has  given  it  as  his  opinion  that,  "  if  the  order  of  General  McDowell  was 
fatended  to  prevent  the  trade  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  by  the  frontier," 
▼hich  was  the  cause  of  my  remonstrance  against  it,  and  the  only  point  the 
leroeation  of  which  I  solicited,  "  such  order  is  not  in  conformity  with  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  bearing  upon  the  subject." 

This  opinion  seems  to  me  to  be  just  and  well  founded,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that,  upon  receiving  it,  General  McDowell  will  revoke  his  order  referred  to, 
should  he  not  previously  have  done  so  under  the  instructions  communicated  to 
him  by  the  Lieutenant  General  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  Ulysses  S. 
Grant,  who,  I  understand,  revoked  it  the  moment  he  heard  of  it.  I  this  day 
send  a  copy  thereof  to  my  government,  and  also  of  the  note  with  which  you 
transmitted  it  to  me. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assur- 
ances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^t;. 


Letter  from  President  Juarez, 

El  Paso,  December  28,  1865. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  12th  of  October,  in  which 
you  acknowledge  receipt  of  mine  of  17th  of  August.  You  will  soon  receive, 
if  it  is  not  already  in  your  hands,  the  one  I  sent  you  in  November,  announcing 
the  withdrawal  of  the  French  from  Chihuahua  and  other  points  on  this  frontier, 
and  my  departure  for  the  capital  of  this  State,  where  I  arrived  on  the  20th  of 
that  month.  A  few  days  afterwards,  however,  and  without  our  being  able,  up 
to  the  present  time,  to  learn  the  object  of  so  many  marches  and  counter-marches, 
the  enemy  again  commenced  a  new  expedition  to  reoccupy  Chihuahua,  which 
took  place  on  the  11th.  On  the  9th  I  lefk  there,  and  on  the  18th  arrived  here 
without  incident.  By  these  movements  the  enemy  has  in  no  way  improved  his 
aitiution ;  he  is  only  consuming  his  last  resources  and  demoralizing  nis  forces. 
With  the  attitude  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  lately  assumed, 
Maximilian  has  now  not  the  slightest  probability  of  cementing  his  so-called 
tiuone.     He  must  see  very  clearly  that  even  should  he  arrive  at  the  com- 

£te  conquest  of  the  country,  occupying  with  his  forces,  even  to  the  utmost 
its  of  the  republic,  and  destroying  the  national  government,  which,  how- 
wrer,  will  never  take  place,  the  United  States  will  never  permit  him  to  <5on- 
■oMate  his  power,  and  his  sacrifices  and  his  victories  will  have  counted  for 
.  This  certain  result  is  already  in  the  conviction  of  all.  It  has  aug- 
the  increasing  discouragement  of  our  opponents,  and  has  reanimated 
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the  public  epirit  on  onr  side  to  sacli  an  extent  that,  in  my  judgment,  withont 
the  necessity  of  the  United  States  taking  any  direct  part  in  our  war,  we  shall 
ourselves  alone  be  able  to  obtain  the  definitiye  triumph  of  the  cause  of  the  na- 
tional independence.  Such  is  my  desire,  and  to  such  result  all  my  efforts  are 
directed.  Although  Napoleon,  from  his  pride  and  the  habitual  depreciation 
with  which  he  has  treated  us,  may  not  be  ready  to  propose  terms,  yet  the  time 
is  soon  Cuming  when  he  will  be  glad  to  accept  those  we  proposed  before  the  war. 
For  ourselves,  we  will  neither  propose  nor  accept  anything,  absolutely  nothing, 
which,  in  the  slightest  degree,  can  imply  any  recognition  of  the  intervention,  or 
that  may  be  contrary  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  country.  Have  but  a 
little  patience,  and  the  time  will  soon  come  when  you  can  return  to  our  coantry, 
free  at  last  from  all  it^  oppressors. 
Truly,  your  friend, 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Wiishingiony  December  29,  1865. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  the  copy  of  a  communi- 
cation I  received  to-day  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  or  foreign  affairs  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  dated  in  the  city  of  Chihuahua  the  Slst  of  November 
last,  informing  me  of  the  return  of  the  constitutional  government  of  Mexico  to 
that  city. 

I  also  send  you  a  supplement  to  No.  121  of  the  official  paper  of  that  govern- 
ment, published  the  same  day  with  the  circular  of  the  minister  of  relations  to 
the  state  governors,  informing  them  of  the  restoration  of  the  federal  government 
in  Chihuahua,  and  an  article  describing  the  enthusiastic  demonstrations  with 
which  President  Juarez  was  received  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  city. 

Recent  events  in  Chihuahua  give  the  best  proof  of  the  instability  of  the  edi- 
fice the  Fiench  are  trying  to  erect  in  Mexico.  On  the  last  of  August  a  consid- 
erable French  army  approached  the  city,  and  the  national  government  waa 
compelled  to  abandon  it;  the  invading  army  took  possession  of,  but  could  not 
hold  it,  and  soon  afterwards  left;  constitutional  order  was  established  the  same 
day,  without  the  aid  of  any  armed  Mexican  force,  in  the  place  or  near  it;  the 
chief  of  the  nation  soon  returned,  and  was  received  •  with  the  greatest  demon- 
strations of  joy,  as  the  true  representative  of  national  independence,  a  blessinj^ 
they  now  appreciated  the  more  as  it  was  so  near  being  lost. 

I  must  also  remit  to  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  from  Chihuahua,  the 
27th  of  October,  by  the  Mexican  citize*h  Jesus  Escobar  y  Armendariz,  who  waa 
formerly  attached  to  this  legation,  and  was  a  victim  of  French  persecution  on 
account  of  his  patriotism  in  Chihuahua,  the  16th  of  September  last,  the  anni- 
versary of  Mexican  independence,  and  to  whom  I  referred  in  my  note  of  the 
12th  of  November  last  to  your  department. 

The  simple  account  Mr.  Escobar  y  Armendariz  gives  of  the  sufferings  he 
endured  by  reason  of  his  love  for  his  country,  and  his  resolute  determination 
not  to  submit  to  the  absurd  pretensions  of  the  invading  tyrant,  show  the  exaet 
feelings  of  the  Mexican  people  in  regard  to  French  intervention,  and  that  like 
him,  there  are  many  other  citizens  whose  sufferings  are  not  known  to  us. 

I  profit  by  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  EOMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  !^c,t  ifc.,  ifc. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

DEPART3f£NT  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND  GOVERNMENT,  BUREAU  OP  RELATIONS— SEC- 
TION FOR  AMERICA— No.  393. 

Chihuahua,  November  21,  1865. 
As  jou  will  see  hj  the  circular  issned  jesterdav  from  this  department,  and  inserted  in  the 
printed  paper  accompanying  this  note,  the  President  of  the  republic  left  Paso  del  Norte  the 
13th  of  this  month,  and  reached  this  citj  yesterday,  where  he  has  determined  to  fix  the  resi- 
dence of  the  national  goyemment  for  the  present. 

¥on  will  also  see  in  the  same  paper  an  account  of  the  public  demonstrations  on  the  recep- 
tion of  the  President,  which  famishes  a  new  proof  of  the  patriotic  sentiments  of  the  generality 
of  Mexicans  against  French  intervention. 

I  protest  to  you  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Matias  Romero, 

Envoif  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  R^Mic, 


No.  2. 


[Supplement  to  No.  121  of  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexi 
can  republic,  Chihuahua,  r^ovember  21,  1865. — Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OP  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND  GOVERNMENT. 

[Circular.] 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  left  El  Paso  del  Norte  the  13th  of  this  month,  and 
uriT^  in  this  city  to-day,  where  he  has  determined  to  locate  the  national  government  for 
tbepresent. 

Tae  foreign  invader  remained  but  a  few  days  at  a  time  at  any  place  in  the  very  patriotic 
State  of  Chihuahua,  and  soon  withdrew,  without  leaving  a  single  officer  to  organize  a  gov- 
ernment. He  has  thus  been  obliged  to  confess  his  inability  to  extend  his  dominion  over  the 
State  and  keep  it ;  and  that  if,  unfortunately,  he  found  a  few  ungrateful  children  in  Mexico, 
he  found  the  great  majority  rejected  the  foreign  yoke,  that  has  only  been  imposed  where 
bijonets  conld  penetrattf.  The  temporary  plan  of  intervention  will  soon  disappear  from 
evCTT  TOTt  of  the  territory. 

Toe  rresident  of  the  republic  has  returned  to  this  capital  amid  the  greatest' patriotic  demon- 
strations of  its  citizens :  and  he  will  continue  to  do  his  duty,  as  he  always  has  done,  in  ad- 
TtfSlty  as  in  prosperity,  sustaining  the  cause  of  indepei^lence  and  the  institutions  of  the 
Rpablic 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Chihuahua,  November  20,  1865. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Citizen  Governor  of  the  State  of . 


No.  3. 


[Translation.  ] 
Reception  of  the  President  of  the  republic  in  the  city  of  Chihuahua, 

Tke  retnm  of  the  President  of  the  republic  to  the  capital  of  this  State,  where  he  arrived 
yisterday  morning,  has  given  a  new  impulse  to  the  well-known  patriotic  sentiments  of  the 
inhabilants  of  this  city. 

The  governor  of  the  State,  the  city  council,  and  a  large  number  of  distinguished  citizens 
went  oat  as  far  as  Nombre  de  Dios  to  receive  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation. 

Tlds  procession  met  that  from  £1  Paso,  with  the  supreme  government.  The  President's 
eariage,  containing  himself  and  Governor  Luis  Terraza,  took  the  lead. 

Crowds  of  people  afoot,  on  horses,  and  in  carriages,  joined  the  procession  all  along  the 
iwd  and  went  as  far  as  the  northern  limit  of  the  city.  There  were  many  ladies  in  carriages. 
Oa  the  way  from  the  citv  boundary  to  the  national  palace  streamers  of  national  colors  were 
taedon  slaf&  at  intervals.  The  national  guard,  composed  of  merchants  and  artisans,  formed 
a  fqure  and  received  the  chief  magi8trate  of  the  nation  with  great  honor.  The  doors  and 
wiadows  of  the  houses  were  decorated  with  curtains.  The  houses,  the  streets,  the  roofs,  the 
■qnues,  the  church  of  San  Francisco,  and  the  college  were  crowded  with  people,  who  gave 
QBoqaivocal  evidence  of  the  pleasure  they  took  in  a  celebration  which  seemed  a  solemn  vin- 
dicatioQ  of  oatraired  national  rights.    The  ringing  of  bells,  the  bursting  of  rockets,  and 
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other  demonstrationa  of  political  enthusiafim  completed  the  heaotifol  picture  we  are  atteznpt- 
io^^to  delineate. 

The  entiy  to  the  national  palace  presented  a  still  more  imposing  sight,  as  beantifal  as  im- 
Qsnal.  The  principal  ladies  of  the  city,  numhering  more  than  finj,  elegantlj  dr^sed,  were 
arrange  in  two  rows,  waiting  for  tae  President  of  the  republic  Venerable  matrons  and 
joung  beanties  contriiiated  their  homage  of  exqaisite  delicacy  to  the  representatives  of 
patriotic  nationality,  which  it  was  almost  impossible  to  behold  with  dry  eyes. 

When  the  patriots  and  ladies  had  assembled  in  the  principal  hall,  young  Julio  Jaurrieta 
read,  a  feeling  and  sympathetic  poem  to  the  President,  cougmtulating  him  on  his  constaiicj 
and  abnegation.  The  interpreter  for  the  ladies'  congratulations  had  the  special  recommend- 
ation to  be  one  of  those  deserving  young  men  who  provoked  the  anger  of  the  French  and 
suffered  their  insults  for  having  celebrated  the  16th  of  September  last  with  expressions  of 
dislike  to  foreign  rule. 

President  Juarez,  deeply  moved,  expressed  his  thanks  for  these  attentions,  and  praised 
the  ladies  of  Chihuahua,  saying  no  nation  could  perish  whose  inhabitants  had  mothers,  sis- 
ters, and  daughters,  such  models  of  virtue  and  patriotism. 

Before  the  ladies  withdrew,  the  President  of  tne  republic  requested  them  to  join  him  in  a 
toast,  in  which  he  wished  again  to  express  his  gratitude  for  the  attentions  of  the  fair  sex,  ex- 
amples worthy  of  imitationl)y  those  who  ought  alwavs  to  respect  the  supreme  authority. 

The  poor  of  the  city,  in  their  turn,  came  to  greet  the  President,  who  was  much  pleased  at 
this  demonstration  of  esteem. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  a  sumptuous  table  was  spread  by  the  governor  and  military  com- 
mander of  the  State,  to  welcome  the  President's  return  to  the  city.  It  was  attended  by  the 
refugees  accompanying  the  President  and  the  notabilities  of  the  city. 

This  banquet,  elegantly  arranged  and  served,  was  prepared  by  the  first  ladies  of  the  city, 
who  wanted  to  offer  this  additional  testimony  of  their  esteem  for  their  worthy  President. 

At  table  many  toasts  were  drunk  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  to  the  ministers  of  re- 
lations and  government  of  justice  and  the  treasury,  to  the  State  governor.  General  Ignacio 
Mejia,  Judge  Laureano  Mufioz  and  many  others. 

Most  of  tne  toasts  were  in  honor  of  Chihuahua,  for  her  noble  conduct  in  opposing  the  in- 
vasion -and  French  intervention,  not  only  with  arms,  but  morally,  refusing  to  act  with  them 
in  any  way,  so  tl^at  they  had  to  retire  without  organizing  a  government,  and  followed  by  a 
few  vile  traitors.  The  other  toasts  were  to  the  happy  return  of  the  President  of  the  r^ab- 
lic  to  the  city ;  for  the  prompt  conclusion  of  the  difficulties ;  to  the  memory  of  Generals 
Meoqui  and  Ojinaga ;  to  the  men  who  celebrated  the  16th  of  September ;  to  their  distin- 
guished companion  and  patriot  Jesus  Escobar  y  Armendariz,  the  victim  of  French  foiy ; 
for  the  punishment  of  the  unfortunate  Ojinaga's  assassins ;  and  for  brave  citizens  every- 
where who  are  disposed  to  sustain  the  glorious  work  of  preserving  national  independence^ 

The  dinner  closed  about  dark,  and  the  greatest  cordiality  and  animation  reigned  through 
the  entire  repast.    At  night  the  whole  city  was  illuminated. 

The  20th  of  November,  1865,  will  be  a  memorable  day  in  the  history  of  Mexico,  on  ac- 
count of  this  celebration,  showing  the  good  will  and  enthusiasm,  the  exquisite  delicacy  of 
the  capital  of  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  after  letting  the  invaders  know  that  brute  force  is  not 
enough  to  subject  national  will,  in  receiving  the  President  of  the  republic,  whose  athority, 
*  without  coercion,  rests  solely  upon  the  love  of  the  people,  a  love  which  he  will  always  try  to 
win  and  to  merit,  with  the  firm  determination  to  consecrate  all  his  cares  and  labors  to  the 
post  that  has  b^n  conferred  upon  him,  and  to  defend  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of 
the  nation. 


No.  4. 

Mr,  Escobar  to  Mr,  Romero. 

[Translation.] 

In  prison  for  the  love  of  my  country, 

Chihuahua,  October  27,  1865. 

Much  Esteemed  Friend:  On  the  16th  of  September  a  mass  was  said  at  the  tomb  of 
Hidalgo,  attended  by  the  greater  part  of  the  citizens  of  Chihuahua.  The  ladies  clad  in 
moummg,  a  flag  at  half-mast,  and  black  crape  in  token  of  a  nation's  mourning,  and  that  of 
the  State  for  the  death  of  the  young  governor,  Ojuraga,  were  the  sole  adornments  of  the  altar ; 
tears  and  flowers  were  the  offerings  to  Hidalgo. 

This  was  worth  more  than  a  victory  to  the  national  cause,  although  I  was  the  victim.  I 
was  dining  with  twenty  of  my  friends,  on  the  evening  of  the  16th,  celebrating,  in  our  way, 
the  anniversary  of  independence,  when  the  police  fell  upon  us,  with  orders  to  arrest  me — me 
only«-as  the  leader  of  the  movement ;  but  my  friends  would  not  leave  me,  but  all  agreed  to 
go  to  prison  with  me.  Then  the  judge  came,  seized  our  flag,  the  prime  offence,  and  sent  us 
to  jail,  where  we  remained  eight  days,  when  all  were  set  at  liberty  but  me,  who  had  to  pay 
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«  fine  of  one  tKoDsand  dollars.  GeDeral  Biinconrt  sentenced  me  to  one  nionth*s  close  con- 
finement at  bard  labor,  and  conld  not  be  indaced  to  release  me,  thongh  the  merchants  liber- 
allj  offered  large  same  of  money  to  procure  my  discbaifi^.  So  I  had  to  sweep  the  streets 
for  a  month ;  at  first  the  square,  and  then  the  street  where  the  general  lived.  Ladies  came 
ont  to  give  me  flowers,  and  I  was  having  a  good  time  in  the  streets  where  I  had  to  work, 
when,  to  stop  it,  an  order  was  issued,  commandinf^  any  lady  to  be  taken  to  prison  who  of- 


fered roe  flowers,  or  any  other  attention;  and  the  time  was  discounted,  and  I  had  to  begin 
asala  every  time  I  admitted  such  attentions.  So  these  attentions  were  postponed  till  I 
wmI^  be  liberated ;  but,  alas,  who  conld  tell  when  that  would  be  7    When  my  term  of 


ewiice  was  oot,  instead  of  being  set  at  liberty,  I  received  an  order  of  banishment,  because 
(and  the  judge  read  the  despatch  to  me)  /  hmd  opemltf  rtfmted  to  submit  to  tAe  empire.  In  fact, 
I  kad  told  tl^  ffentyral  frankly  I  could  not  adhere  to  a  government  so  <^posed  to  my  princi- 
ples, particularly  when  he  had  said  he  would  respect  opposing  opinions,  and  not  prosecute 
tlieae  who  eotertained  them;  and  he  positively  promised,  after  confessing  that  I  was  subject 
to  DO  penalty  for  what  I  had  said,  that  I  should  not  be  molested  provid^  I  kept  the  peace. 
This  waa  neoeasary,  as  I  had,  to  be  tried  by  court-martial  on  the  1st  of  this  month  it  I  did 
■at  present  myselt  The  £Mt  is,  I  am  yet  in  prison,  waiting  for  my  order  to  depart,  without 
knewini^  wh^  I  am  to  go ;  but  most  nrobaoly  with  the  general  and  his  troops,  who  have 
begun  to  ev«ett«te  to-day,  and  will  ail  be  gone  by  the  day  after  to-morrow.  Mazatlan  has 
also  been  evacuated ;  the  object  seems  to  be  to  concentrate  the  forces  against  the  tirm  resist- 
ance of  tlie  native  patriots.  All  the  government  officials  of  the  empire  leave  with  the 
Frencli,  as  they  would  not  be  safe  a  single  day  without  them.  Thev  have  a  great  dislike  to 
me,  and  who  knows  what  is  to  become  of  me  in  their  hands  7  My  friends  think  me  in  great 
danger,  but  I  can  remain  calm  and  firm,  and  will  not  hesitate  an  instant,  as  I  consider  it 
ny  My  duty  to  resist.  If  ihey  release  me,  I  will  instantly  quit  them.  I  greet  you  with 
my  friends.     I  have  time  for  no  more ;  it  is  scarcely  prudent  to  do  this. 

Adien,  mj  good  friend ;  and  may  our  country  remain  independent. 

J.  ESCOBAR  Y  ARMENDARIZ. 

Mr.  Matias  Romero. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Setaard. 

[Translation.] 

Mbxican  Lbqation  in  thb  United  States  op  Ambrica, 

Washington,  December  30,  1865. 
Mr.  Sbcbbtary  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  send  you,  for  tbe  information  of  the  • 
United  States  government,  the  documents  expressed  in  the  accompanying  index, . 
drawing  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  oriental  line  of  the  Mexican  republic,  includ- 
ing the  States  of  Vera  Orua,  Tlaxcala,  Puebla,  Oaxaca,  Tabasco,  and  Chiapas. 
In  these  documents  you  will  find  despatches  from  General  Garcia,  chief  of 
the  said  line  ;  from  the  governor  of  the  State  of  (jhiapas ;  and  a  very  important 
report  of  General  Baranda,  commissioner  of  General  Garcia. 

I  accept  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  dislinguiisned  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO.' 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ^. 


hdsx  sf  docmments  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  JVushingtoUy  mth  tkeinote  of  this  date^  to  • 
the  Department  of  StaU  of  the  United  States, 

Ko.  1.  September  28, 1865. — ^The  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of  Chiapas  commani^ 
catci  to  Mr.  Romero  the  good  feeling  and  enthusiasm  of  the  people  of  Chiapas  for  the  cause 
of  national  independence. 

Ka  2.  September  29,  1865. — ^From  the  same  to  the  same  on  the  same  subject 

Ko.  3.  November  3,  1865.— Colonel  Figneroa*8  official  report  to  Qeneral  €kurcia  of  his 
•ctioD  with  the  enem  j  on  the  12th  of  October  last,  and  the  occupation  of  Teotitlan  del  Camino, 
astfereauh. 

Ko.  4.  November  11,  1865.— General  Carcia  reports  to  President  Juarez  the  state  of  affiftirs  * 
OB  the  Bne  of  his  command. 

Ko.  5.  December  30,  1865. — Beport  of  Qeneral  Baranda,  commissioner  of  General  GareU|. 
ia  the  atate  of  affidrs  on  the  eastern  line,  to  the  Mexican  legation  at  Washington. 
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No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

COKSnninOMAL  00VERNMEKT--CHUPA8. 

HoKORABLE  SiR  *.  I  take  great  pleasure  In  congratulating  700,  in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  this  State,  under  i^y  command,  on  the  brilliant  sucooss  jou  have  achieved,  bj  remaininfr 
in  jour  position  as  minister  near  the  government  of  that  rreat  nation,  for  the  good  of 
Mexico,  in  whose  favor  that  gigantic  people  has  alwajs  felt  the  greatest  sjmpathj,  and 
especiallv  now,  when  a  foreign  enemv  is  enaeavoring  to  conquer  the  countrj. 

May  these  wishes  be  the  sincere  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  patriotism  that  animate 
these  people  for  the  good  of  a  cause  which  is  not  theirs  ezclasivelj,  but  a  vindication  of 
entire  humanitj,  and  at  the  same  time  of  attachment  to  vour  person.  The  people  of  this 
niagnanimous  but  unfortunate  republic  promise  themselves  much  from  the  enlightenment 
and  highly  patriotic  sentiments  you  have  shown  in  favor  of  the  country  that  gave  you  birth, 
and,  in  this  belief,  they  raise  their  vows  to  Heaven  for  your  preservation,  and  unite  their 
efforts  with  yours  in  endeavors  to  recover  our  rirhts,  so  unjostly  usurped. 
Accept,  Mr.  Minister,  the  protestation  of  my  distingniahed  consideration  and  eetoem. 
Our  country  and  liberty !    TuxUa  Gutierrez,  September  28,  1866. 

J.  PANTALEON  DOBilNGUEZ. 
Ciitisen  Matias  Bomero, 

Env9$  Eztraordinarif  and  Himiter  Plenipotetitiarf  ef  ihe 

Qovtmment  of  the  Mexican  Repmhlie  nsar  tk»  Oovtmment 

of  the  L'nited  StaUi  0/  North  America,  in  WaMngtom, 


No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

Primdte  correspondence  of  the  governor  of  Chiapa$, 

T(j:tTLA  Gutierrez,  SepUmber  29, 1865* 

Much  Scspected  asd  Esteemed  Sir  :  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  addrese  you,  for  the 
ipurpose  of  informing  you  of  the  situation  of  the  States  constituting  the  new  eastern  coali' 
tiou,  that  you  may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  great  progress  they  have  made  in  defence 
of  l^e  national  cause,  so  iniquitously  opposed,  without  right  or  reason,  by  the  swomenemlea 
of  «11  i^ogvess  and  advancement.  . 

After  the  deplorable  loss  of  Oaxaca  and  the  capture  of  the  worthy  general-in-chief  of  the 
old  eastern  line,  the  States  forming  it  were  reduced  to  political  entities,  isolated  and  inde- 
pendent, and  weakened  in  power  for  want  of  a  central  union;  which  had  ceased  to  exist  in 
consequence  of  those  recent  events.    But  this  state  of  things  was  soon  changed. 

The  States  of  Chiapas  and  Tabasco  bad  already  agpreed  with  the  coast  towns  south  of  Vera 
Cruz,  through  their  respective  governors,  upon  the  necessity  of  renewing  the  bonds  of  nuiou 
between  them,  to  insure  greater  strength  and  respectability.  As  soon  as  they  had  been  dis- 
mem'bered,  they  accredited  their  respective  commissioners,  who  met  in  the  capital  of  Tabasco, 
and  proceeded,  according  to  instructions,  to  appoint  a  new  chief  to  fill  the  vacancy.  General 
Alejandro  Garcia,  who  was  chief  of  the  southern  coast,  was  the  person  selected.  In  this 
manner  these  States  gained  greater  strength  to  resist  the  advancea  of  the  enemy,  and  silence 
his  boasts  and  threats. 

Public  opinion  is  now  firm  and  uniform  in  all  of  them,  and  the  people  are  disposed  to  con- 
tinue the  struggle  without  hesitation  and  with  a  true  faith  in  the  rature. 

The  last  news  from  Oaxaca  is  of  the  greatest  importance ;  an  uninterrupted  series  of  vie* 
tones  has  been  achieved,  promfsinff  a  speedy  return  of  the  republican  forces  to  that  capital. 
They  are  now  cruising  in  various  directions,  disturbing  and  checking  the  imperial  govern- 
ment everywhere. 

The  people  of  the  Zongolica  highlands  have  arisen,  and,  following  their  example,  many 
towns  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Huasteca  have  done  the  same.  The  town  of  Juchitan  continuea 
here  the  old  constitutional  government  firmly  and  uncompromisiuffly,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
it  will  soon  help  Tehuantepec,  where  I  have  sent  forces  from  this  place  for  tbat  purpose. 

There  is  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  in  Jomita  that  came  from  Yucatan,  but  it  is  cert^n 
it  cannot  withstand  the  considerable  force  sent  against  it  from  this  State  and  the  State  of 
Tabasco. 

Peace  and  nuhlic  tranquillity  have  become  proverbial  in  the  towns  under  my  command, 
and  they  are  likely  to  continue ;  but  if  they  should  be  disturbed,  contrary  to  my  belief,  I 
assure  you  the  normal  condition  will  soon  be  restored,  or  I  shall  pay  the  last  tribute  I  owe 
to  my  country.  ^  r 
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Such  is  onr  actual  sitoation,  and  I  hope  it  will  improYe  daily,  if  fickle  fortune  does  not 
tarn  against  110. 

Please  accept  the  expressions  of  o<msideration  and  esteem  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
snbscribe  mjself  jonr  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  PANTALEON  DOMINGUEZ. 

Senor  Don  Matias  Romero,  WasMngton. 


No.  3. 
[Transladon.] 

[From  the  Boletin  Oficial,  toL  1,  No.  18.— Tlaootalpam,  November  16,  1665.] 

NORTHERN  LINE.— HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  COLONEL  IN  COBOIAND. 

On  the  13tb  of  last  month  I  made  a  feint  to  attack  the  town  of  Oiizaba.  On  hearing  of 
OBT  approach  the  troops  put  themselves  on  the  defensive  within  the  walls.  At  a  league  and 
a  bail  from  the  town  1  made  a  countermarch  in  the  difection  of  Tehuacan.  The  ganison  of 
Teotidan  had  left  that  place  and  assembled  in  Tehuacan,  to  defend  it,  as  they  h^  done  at 
Oriiaba,  and  oar  cavalry  immediately  occupied  the  deserted  place. 

The  enemy,  vexed  at  my  deliberate  march  tbrouffb  the  valley  of  Tehuacan,  at  a  league 
lad  a  quarter  from  the  town,  sent  out  one  hundred  and  fift^  Hungarian  horse,  who,  after 
many  eflbrta,  managed  to  surprise  us,  and  succeeded  in  cutting  off  eighty  infantry  recmits 
who  happened  to  be  servhig  as  a  rear  guard  that  day.  A  few  arms  were  lost,  but  thoM  that 
Rmained  on  the  battle-field  were  gathered  up,  when  we  struck  our  tents.  The  enemy's 
cavalry  fled  in  all  haste  as  soon  as  they  got  sight  of  our  advance  guard.  Our  cavalry,  num- 
bering one  hundred  and  seventy,  are  station^  five  leagues  from  Tehuacan,  and  keep  the 
csemy  in  constant  alarm. 

I  congratalate  you  on  the  reoccupation  of  Teotitlan  del  Camino,  which  cuts  the  enemy  off 
fipom  all  hope  of  communication,  by  direct  route,  with  the  pass ;  and  all  the  people  around 
Ukid  are  opposed  to  them.    I  beg  you  to  make  this  known  to  the  President  or  the  republic. 

Independence  and  the  republic !    Ixcatlan,  November  3,  1865. 

LUIS  P.  FIGUEROA. 

General  Alejandro  Garcia, 

Ckirf  of  tJke  Emstem  Line^  Tlaeotdlpam, 


No.  4. 
Qtntal  Ale/andro  Cfareia, 
'  [Translation.— Extract.] 

TlacotalPam,  Nopemhet^Ut  1865. 
My  YbrtDbar  Friend:         •  *  •  •  *  * 

Cobnel  Figueroa  made  a  raid  through  Zongolica,  Oriaava,  and  Tehuacan,  iiear  the  end  of 
Ittt  month,  and  on  the  29th  the  Austrians  cut  off  his  rear^guard,  causing  him  some  harm  ; 
but  he  recovered  very  soon,  returned  to  the  charge  with  uie  rest  of  his  forces,  and  routed 
Uf  tdverearies,  taking  Teotitlan,  whence  he  sent  his  cavalry  advance  five  learuos  from 
Tehuacan,  without  being  attacked  by  anv  one  as  yet  I  am  now  trying  to  send  him  some 
■rtiUeiT,  as  he  informs  me  he  has  lost  all  he  had. 

I  wiU  dwell  upon  this  feat  of  Figueroa,  because  the  enemy's  newspapers  say  he  was  com- 
pletely routed;  and  if  any  of  them  reach  you,  you  may  know  what  to  believe. 

Siaee  my  last  letter  I  have  had  no  news  from  the  northern  part  of  the  State  ;  but  I  am 
Mt  lurprised  at  it,  for  the  principal  roads  are  held  by  the  enemy  *,  and  I  have  full  confidence 
n  the  vaUvr  and  military  skill  of  General  Alatorre,  who  I  have  no  doubt  will  keep  things  in 
good  order  in  that  quarter. 

Tabasco  and  Chiapas  preserve  the  same  hostile  attitude  and  undisturbed  tranquillity, 
^t&migh  the  enemy's  newspapers  say  the  imperialists  are  preparing  an  invasion  of  the 
«nner  of  those  States. 

Another  invasion  of  this  part  of  Vera  Cms  is  also  threatened ;  but  as  the  invaders  need 
*P  their  disposable  forces  along  the  coast,  they  can  do  nothing  here  till  the  re-enforcements 
HSj  lave  been  expecting  so  long  from  France  shall  reach  Vera  Cms. 
1  wish  you,  as  always,  the  best  health,  and  sign  myself  your  true  friend, 

ALEJO.  GARCIA. 
Cltiien  Bbnito  Juarez, 

PruideiU  of  lAs  Mexican  Repuhlu,  ViUa  dd  Paso. 
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No.  5. 
[Translation.— -Extract  ] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC. — ^MILITARY  LINE  OF  THE  EASTERN  STATES.— COMMISSIONER  OF  THE 

G£K£EAL-IN*CHlEr. 

Citizen  Minister  :  I  am  commissioned  bj  the  general-in^chief  of  the  eastern  line  of  the 
republic  to  inform  70a,  and  through  you  the  supreme  national  government,  of  the  imminent 
danger  these  States  are  in  of  being  invaded  bj  the  enemv,  and  probablj  conquered,  though 
their  inhabitants  are  determined  to  defend  themselves'  at  all  risks,  if  yon  cannot  contrive 
some  remedy  to  prevent  it. 

»  #  #  #  #  #  »♦  • 

As  might  be  expected  at  this  season,  my  journey  has  been  tedious^  and  this  is  the  first 

communication  of  the  genei 
to  the  supreme  eovemmeut. 

After  the  loss  of  Oazaca,  in  February  last,  and  the  capture  of  Qeneral  Porfirio  Diaa,  in 
command  of  that  line,  the  eastern  States  would  have  been  left  in  the  most  dangerous  con- 
fusion if  the  good  sense  of  the  gOTernors  of  Vera  Cruz,  Tabasco,  and  Chiapas  had  not 
prompted  them  to  contrive  means  to  prevent  the  serious  consequences  of  existing  anarchy 
(for  there  is  no  constitutional  provision  in  the  emergency  where  the  only  representative  of 
the  supreme  government  is  wanting)  by  estabiishinff  a  central  authority  and  forming  a  com- 
pact of  common  defence,  which  began  to  exercise  ^ir  powerful  influence,  thus  dispersing 
the  gloom  caused  by  the  reverses  at  Oaxaca.  The  choice  made  by  the  supreme  government 
of  a  chief,  to  fill  the  place  of  General  Diaz,  in  conformity  with  that  made  by  the  States,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants,  increased  the  confidence  the  people  have  always  had  in  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  republic,  and  order  was  immediately  restored  without  the  slightest 
disturbance. 

Before  and  after  this  supreme  decree  the  reconstruction  of  the  eastern,  line  has  been  con- 
tinued ;  and  if  it  is  not  now  complete,  the  enemy  has  been  led  in  quiet  possession  of  but 
very  few  places. 

The  State  of  Vera  Cms  has  regained  its  northern  half,  and  has  organized  its  forces  with 
the  same  discipline  and  order  as  those  on  the  southern  coast,  under  General  Garcia,  and  has 
succeeded  in  repelling  the  enemy  at  every  invasion ;  and,  moreover,  has  recovered  the  terri- 
tory on  the  Perote  road  almost  to  the  gates  of  Jalapa. 

The  important  canton  of  Zongolica,  the  advance  guard,  in  the  vicinity  of  Orizava,  drove 
out  the  Austrian  garrison  that  was  oppressing  it,  and  annexed  itself  to  the  State  to  which  it 
had  always  belonged,  (Vera  Cruz,)  after  a  hard  contest,  with  the  garrison  of  Orizava,  that 
could  not  see  with  indifference  a  troop  of  the  loyal  defenders  of  their  country  at  such  a  short 
distance  from  them. 

The  possession  of  Zongolica  is  most  important,  as  it  completes  the  northern  line,  running 
parallel  wit)i  the  road  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Orizava,  where  a  very  active  war  is  waging.    , 

The  Alvafado  bar  is  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  held  by  two  French  war  steamers  ;  and 
though  it  is  ^nly  ei^ht  leagues  from  the  city  of  Tlacotalpam,  the  State  authorities  have  never 
ceased  to  hold  their  headquarters  in  that  place.  It  has  been  visited  occasionally  by  the 
steamers  from.AIvarado,  but  the  system  of  defence  adopted  does  not  give  theene-joy  a  chance 
to  display  their  superior  war  vessels  and  artillery  with  impunity,  as  they  usually  ao. 

Ten  months  have  passed  since  the  enemy  abandoned  the  Coatzacoalcos  bar,  because  they 
could  not  blockade  it,  beinj^  very  dangerous  by  sea,  and  quite  accessible  by  land  to  the  con- 
stitutional forces.  They  will  not  soon  forget  the  warning  they  got  at  this  place.  The  reet 
of  the  State  is  subject  to  the  governor  and  military  commander,  and  they  have  given  the  beet 
proofs  of  their  patriotism  and  determination  to  defend  the  country. 

The  State  of  Tabasco,,  having  driven  the  enemy  out  with  great  courage,  at  the  bMjinning 
of  this  year,  is  now  resting  from  the  efforts  of  that  desperate  struggle.  It  has  not  failed  to 
collect  new  means  of  defence ;  fiesh  forces  are  drilled  every  day,  and  their  enthusiasm  and  ie«o- 
lution  continue  to  increase.  The  enemy  have  respected  this  imposing  attitude.  A  place 
near  Campeche  and  the  town  of  Frontera,  at  the  Grijalva  bar,  (where  there  are  two  war  steam- 
ers,) are  the  only  points  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  he  is  there  constantly  molested  by 
our  forces. 

The  State. of  .Chiapas,  aAer  driving  out  some  traitor  bands  that  were  desolating  the  land, 
and  who  souffhl  shelter  in  th#  neighboring  republic  of  Guatemala  whenever  they  were  pressed, 
(formerly  this^rivile^  was  denied  them,)  has  been  troubled  by  no  other  invasion. 

This  State  is  also  distinguished  for  the  bravery  of  its  sons,  worthy  defenders  of  the  holy 
national  cause,  who  did  not  cease  to  battle  till  they  had  ejected  the  last  invader  from  the  soil. 
Now  it  is  free  from  the  scourge,  but  will  always  be  ready  to  oppose  the  invaders  whenever 
they  appear. 

The  campaign  in  Oaxaca  was  carried  on  as  long  as  possible,  considering  the  scarcity  of 
means  and  the  destruction  of  all  its  resources  and  means  of  defence  during  the  former  cam- 
paign.   One  force  of  about  a  thousand  men,  that  routed  the  enemy  several  times,  and  went 
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at  &r  M  the  State  of  Pnebla,  now  hold  the  moantains  aad  harass  the  enemy  incessantly. 
Thb  will  be  the  base  of  future  operations  for  the  complete  recoTory  of  the  State. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  get  possession  of  Paebla  and  Tlazcala,  though  there  are  patriots 
is  both  States  who  never  lay  down  their  arms  an  instant,  and  the  constitutional  governor  of 
the  last  is  in  the  field  with  a  considftrable  force.  Early  last  year  the  enemy  had  possession 
of  most  df  the  three  States  mentionerl ;  but  they  were  so  often  routed,  they  have  discovered 
what  s  determined  people  can  do  when  forced  to  defend  their  independence ;  and  the  few 
times  tbey  have  returned,  they  have  been  so  badly  whippy,  they  now  consider  fighting  in 
the  "hot  country,"  as  they  call  it,  yety  dangerous.  Owing  to  this  justly  inspired  terror, 
tkete  States  have  been  suffered  to  enjoy  peace  for  some  time ;  and  the  people,  without  neg- 
le4^^  their  holv  cause,  have  been  able  to  hold  their  State  and  general  elections  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  law,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  war. 

The  general-in-chit»f  of  the  line,  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  step,  has  kept  the  judicial 
utkorities  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  duties,  even  in  a  state  of  ri^rous  sieg^.  This  guar- 
sntee,  and  all  others  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  within  the  lines,  induces  them,  without  ex- 
cepdoD,  to  adhere  to  the  cause,  and  contribute  all  their  strength  to  its  defence. 

The  admtration  and  respect  that  is  professed  for  citizen  Benito  Juarez  in  all  the  eastern 
States,  on  account  of  his  constancy  and  decision  in  sustaining  the  national  cause,  will  cause 
ins  remainiDg  in  his  thorny  post  to  be  considered  as  the  best  guarantee  for  the  triumph  of  the 
Mexkan  cause,  and  will  dispel  the  fears  that  began  to  arise  when  it  was  thought  be  would 
go  oot  of  power. 

From  this  slight  sketch  yon  will  see  the  spirit  that  animateis  the  good  sons  of  the  eastern 
Ststes,  who  have  never  c^tsed  for  a  moment  to  resist  the  odious  French  intervention  and  the 
soiled  empire  that  has  sprung  from  it.  No  more  sacrifices  could  be  asked  of  them  ;  they 
btve  fought  with  courage  and  determination,  and  almost  without  means. 

I  ha^e  the  honor  of  protestingto  vou  the  assurance  of  my  respect  and  esteem. 
Independence  and  liberty !     Washington,  December  30,  1865. 

P.  DE  BARANDA. 
Citoen  Matias  Romebo, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotenliary 

of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  Washington, 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr*  Hunter, 

[Translation.] 

Mbxican  Legation-  in  the  United  States, 

Washington,  January  6,  1866. 
Mr.  Sbcbrtary  ad  interim  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  expressed 
io  the  following  index,  brought  from  Mexico  by  the  last  Vera  Cruz  steamer, 
which  show  the  state  of  things  m  the  eastern  part  of  that  republic  in  the  middle 
of  December  18t35. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  Hunter,  4^.,  4^.,  i^. 


^ift  «f  i/oewment9  semt  hy  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  State  Department  of  the 
United  States  with  the  noU  of  this  daU. 

Xo.  1.  Deeember  3*  1@65. — ^Letter  of  a  merchant  in  Jalapato  his  correspondent  in  Mexico, 
siting  a  detailed  account  of  the  battle  of  Tlapacojam. 

No.  2.  December  7,  1865. — Several  letters  from  Vera  Cruz,  with  notices  of  the  arrivals  of 
^^nnt)i  r&-enforoements  and  monitions  of  wiir. 

^0. 3.  December  14,  1865. — Letter  from  General  Tapia  to  Mr.  Romero,  informing  him  that^ 
he  has  beeo  exchanged  by  the  French  and  returns  to  tne  national  army. 

^0.  A.  December  15,  1865. — Letter  from  a  Mexican  citizen  in  Puebla,  who  sends  the  pre- 
ceding, and  fpves  some  account  of  General  Tapia's  sufferings. 

No.  5.  Deeember  17,  1865.— Letter  from  a  commercial  house  on  the  financial  situation  of 
llie  ngniper.  ^  i 
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No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

JaLAPA,  December  3,  1865. 

My  Esteemed  Friend,  Don  Felipe  :  •  *  •      .      *  ♦ 

I  did  not  write  to  you  to  tell  yon  about  tbe  figbt  in  the  sierra,  because  I  did  not  know  the 
particulars  ;  but  now  I  can  tell  vou  something  about  it.  We  lOst  over  50  arrobos  of  tobacco 
ou  the  way  to  Tezuitlan  On  the  '^2d  the  republicans  repulsed  the  imperialists,  but  the  latter 
soon  returned  with  2,000  men  and  eight  rined  cannons  to  attack  600  with  three  mountain 
pieces.  The  latter  fought  like  heroes  till  their  ammunition  was  exhausted ;  tbeir  loss  was 
40  killed  and  as  many  wounded ;  three  oflficers  killed,  one  of  them  Colonel  Manuel  Ferrer,  and 
two  wounded,  one  ot  whom  was  Major  Vicente  Acunai  a  very  brave  officer.  They  retired 
in  good  order,  and  the  imperialists  entered  the  town,  sacked  it,  and  burned  a  portion  of  it. 
The  Spanish  subjects  have  laid  their  claims  before  their  consul,  and  so  have  those  of  Actopam  ; 
but  the  rest  of  us  have  to  lose  and  say  nothing. 

Ferrer  commanded  a  redoubt  with  sixteen  soldiers  and  one  officer.  When  their  ammunition 
was  exhausted  the  commandaot  ordered  them  to  retire,  as  a  column  was  marching  upon  them. 
Ferrer  took  a  gun,  with  a  few  cartridges,  and  used  them  against  the  enemy.  He  then  mounted 
the  ruins  of  the  redoubt,  drew  his  revolver  and  made  good  use  of  its  five  loads.  The  enemy 
being  now  verv  near  him,  he  threw  his  revolver  away,  crossed  his  arms,  and  waited  for  the 
final  shot  that  killed  him.  The  Austrians  stripped  him  of  everything — a  man  who  bad  acted 
with  so  much  valor — and  their  leader  offered  a  handsome  present  for  the  dead  man*8  sword. 

The  republicans  lost  one  of  tneir  three  cannons,  and  the  imperial  loss  was  considerable. 
The  church  of  Tlapacoyam  is  filled  with  their  wounded,  and  there  are  many  in  the  houses 
at  Tezuitlan  and  Perote.  They  buried  Ferrer  with  the  honors  of  his  rank,  and  two  Austrian 
officers,  one  of  whom,  it  is  said,  was  a  prince.  The  republicans  withdrew  to  Istacuaco  or 
Maria  Latorre,  where  it  seems  thev  are  fortifying  themselves. 

These  particulars  are  furnished  by  merchants  from  Tlapacoyam  and  Tezuitlan  recently 
arrived  at  this  place. 


No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

Vera  Cruz,  December  7,  1865. 

Lauding  of  another  re-eitforcement  of  French  soldiers. 

Yesterday,  immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  American  steamer  Manhattan,  one 
thousand  two  hundred  French  soldiers,  who  had  arrived  on  the  previous  day,  in  the  transport 
Amazone,  direct  from  abroad,  were  landed  at  Vera  Cruz.  To^ay  this  force  was  sent  uito 
the  field. 

Preparations  for  the  protection  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Preparations  are  going  on  for  the  protection  of  Vera  Cniz,  especially  on  the  land  side. 
The  earthworks  thrown  up  by  the  liberals  some  time  since  are  being  repaired  and  strengtti- 
ened.  This  is  **odd,"  in  one  sense.  French  engineers  have  been  boasting  that  Mexican 
pnerals  and  engineers  were  of  no  account ;  btlt  now  it  seems  they  can  find  no  plan  which 
IS  better  for  the  defence  of  this  place  than  the  one  recognized  by  the  Mexicans,  and  so  the 
French  and  other  foreign  engineers  hero  have  adupted  it. 

Vera  Cruz,  December  9,  1866. 

Sign{/icant  preparations  continued  for  an  extensive  voar. 

On  close  observation,  and  after  careful  consideration  of  the  very  significant  preparations 
goiug  on  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  city,  and  at  other  points  within  the  control  of  the  im- 
perial commander  of  this  department,  it  does  seem  as  though  the  French  did  not  intend  to 
withdraw,  but,  on  the  contranr,  were  making  every  preparation  to  meet  the  United  States 
in  arms  at  an  early  date.  This  is  not  the  mere  opinion  of  a  **  newspaper  correspondent," 
but  it  is  the  belief  of  "solid  men,'*  who  stand  high  in  society  and  reason  with  sound  and 
accurate  judgment. 

Mysterious  proceedings  at  Vera  Cruz, 

The  fortifications  (especially  the  earthworks)  around  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  are  daily  being 
strengthened.  The  best  of  guns  are  being  mounted,  and  the  work  is  generally  performod 
at  night,  and  an  attempt  made  to  do  it  in  secrecy.  ^  r 
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More  important  military  tratuaetions. 

Ob  die  6Ui  Instant  the  French  hark  Minos,  from  Port  de  France,  Martiuiqne,  arrived  off 
Vera  Cmz,  kiaded  with  mnni^ons  of  war,  while  on  the  3d  instant  a  long  train  was  sent  to 
the  city  of  Mexico,  loaded  prineipalij  with  cases  of  arms.  There  were  several  pieces  of  ar- 
tilteiy  with  the  train* 

Almost  daily  we  hear  and  read  of  "  important  imperial  victories,**  in  which  the  imperial- 
ists  attacked  stronglj  fortified  towns,  and  carried  the  fortifications,  only  after  a  lon|f  and 
hotlj  contested  battle.  The  results  are  as  follows,  on  an  average :  captured  from  the  enemy, 
foar  of  his  horses  and  two  men ;  killed  two  men  and  four  wounded.  Loss  on  the  imperial 
side,  one  kilkd,  three  wounded,  and  sixty  missing. 

Ybra  Cruz,  December  11,  1865. 

Tl^  French  aecumnlating  ammunition. 

An  day  to-day  the  French  have  been  landing  munitions  of  war,  and  conveyiog  the  same 
from  the  mole  to  the  storehouses. 

The  Germans  in  Mexico 

who  voced  for  intervention  are  now  very  sorry  for  having  done  so,  as  trade  was  never  so 
doll  here  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  On  the  occasion  of  the  late  visit  of  the  empress  to 
V<>Ta  Cms  it  was  the  Germans  who  contributed  most  to  make  **  the  reception  '*  as  great  an 
sfiiur  as  possible,  the  royal  party  having  remarked  the  hitherto  cold  behavior  of  the  residents 
of  Vera  Cxvz. 

The  fortifications  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  condition  of  Vera  Cmz,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  is  becoming  very  interesting  to 
tbe  government  of  the  United  States,  as  the  liVench  are  changing  the  guns  upon  the  fortifi- 
cstioos,  and  putting  heavy  and  new  ones  in  the  places  occupied  until  recently  by  light  and 
old  pieces. 

Vera  Cruz.  December  Vi—midnight. 
The  French  are  now  landing  munitions  of  war  very  fast,  and  in  large  quantities.    For  the 
last  two  days  they  have  been  working  night  and  day  at  this. 

Siill  theff  come. 

The  last  arrival  of  French  troops  was  on  Monday  afternoon,  when  twelve  French  officers 
tad  two  hundred  and  forty-one  French  soldiers  of  the  foreign  legion,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  employ^  of  the  wagon-train  corps,  were  landed. 

A  bearer  of  despatches  is  hero,  on  his  way  to  Washington,  charged,  it  is  reported,  with 
the  deiiveiy  of  communications  of  great  importance  to  the  United  States  government. 


No.  3. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mexico,  December  14,  1865. 

Uucu  Esteemed  Fellow^ttizek  and  Friend  :  The  respects  you  sent  me  by  Colonel 
,  of  Pnebla,  have  been  received,  and  it  is  with  much  pleasure  I  return  the  compli- 
ment 

I  am  also  gratified  to  inform  you  that  I  was  exchanged  in  Michoacan,  on  the  10th  instant, 
•ad  have  been  at  full  liberty  ever  since.  I  am  now  on  the  march,  with  a  safe  conduct,  to 
njoio  the  republican  forces.  At  last,  af^er  sixteen  months  of  the  most  horrid  and  cruel  im- 
pnionment,  and  forgotten  by  the  world,  I  have  come  out  uninjured,  and  go  to  fulfil  my  duty 
towards  my  country. 

I  beg  of  yon  to  make  this  kn(»wn  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  accept  for  yourself 
the  esteem  and  attentive  consideration  of  your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

SANTIAGO  TAPIA. 

Citixen  Matias  Bomero. 


No.  4. 

[Translation.] 

PUEBLA,  Deeember  15,  1665. 
Ve»t  Dear  aot)  Respected  Sir:         *  •  *  *  * 

^fr.  Riva  Palacio  D.  Vicente,  who  had  left  the  country,  as  the  papers  said,  because  he  was 
oeserted  by  his  men,  has  just  eiffected  an  exchange  of  the  Tacambaro  prisoners  for  some 
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Mexicans,  and  among  them  are  Geneml  Santiago 'Ti^ia  and  General  Juan  Eamires,  wfco 
were  here. 

The  former  had  been  sixteen  months  in  prison,  and  condncCed  himself  with  jjeat  magna- 
nimity. When  released.  General  Thnn  aslied  him  where  be  wanted  to  go.  Tapia  replied, 
'*  A  republican  general  always  joins  his  own  party  to  fight  for  his  oonnkry.*' 

Althongh  Tapia*s  family  is  living  in  Matamoras  in  great  distress,  the  good  Tepnblican 

feneral  did  not  think  to  yisit  it,  bnt  left  on  the  J  1th  instant  to  find  Riva  Palacio,  and  offer 
im  his  services.  Poor,  miserably  poor,  he  managed  to  reach  Mexico,  whence  he  wrote  to 
me  on  the  14  th,  saying  be  intended  to  remain  there  to  raise  means,  and  mentioned  the  con- 
dition of  his  family  to  me,  and  I  recommend  them  to  yon,  that  you  may  get  the  govemmenl 
to  send  them  some  assistance  to  Matamoraa. 


No.  5. 

EzlrtLctfrom  a  letter  wriiUn  hy  a  commercial  kotue  in  the  dfy  0/  Mezicp. 

[Translation.] 

Mexico  City,  Duember  17,  1865. 

The  three  loans  put  upon  the  market  since  the  establishment  of  the  empire  have  bnidened 
the  nation  with  a  new  debt  of  nearly  eighty  millions  of  dollars.  Of  this  sum  onl^  a  small 
part,  amounting  to  about  ei^ht  millions  of  dollars,  has  been  really  used  for  the  public  service. 

The  rest  has  disappeared  m  the  amount  withheld  for  interest  in  advance  on  the  loans,  the 
difierence  between  tblB  nominal  value  of  the  loans  and  the  price  at  which  the  bonds  were 
sold,  commissions  to  various  bankers  and  others,  expenses  of  operations  on  the  Bourse,  pay- 
ment of  the  French  armv,  return  of  sums  advanced  for  the  support  of  the  Mexican  forces, 
subvention  to  the  line  of  steamers  from  St.  Nazaire,  payments  on  account  of  the  civil  list  of 
the  emperor,  presents  to  various  favorites,  and  remittances  to  Miramiur. 

In  consquence,  the  finance  commission  in  Paris  has  at  the  disposition  of  Maximilian  only 
a  small  balance,  which  will  be  barely  sufficient  to  cover  expenses  during  the  month  of  Jan 
nary. 


Mexico,  DecemUr  17,  J865. 

Although  not  in  round  numbers,  on  account  of  the  danger  of  introsting  the  exact  fignrev 
to  a  letter,  I  propose  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  the  late  loans,  their  distribu- 
tion, and  the  sums  that  remain  to  be'  disposed  of,  reserving  for  some  perfectly  safe  opportu- 
nity the  transmission  to  you  of  the  exact  balances  and  the  total  amount  of  tbs  foreign  debfc 
since  the  creation  of  the  empire. 

The  acquisition  of  these  important  documents  will  reveal  to  the  world  the  infamy  that  has 
been  perpetrated  in  seeking  to  load  Mexico  with  enormous  sums  that  have  only  served  to 
pay  the  war  expenses  of  Fi  ance,  and  to  enrich  our  sovereign  and  other  high  personages  con- 
nected with  the  present  order  of  affairs. 

Perhaps  in  this  letter  I  may  be  able  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  revista  which  is  periodi- 
cally sent  to  the  United  States,  and  in  that  you  will  fiud  turther  details  of  the  financial  sit- 
uation of  the  empire,  but,  as  it  may  not  be  possible,  I  give  you  here  some  idea  of  it. 

Total  product  of  the  loans,  360,000,000  francs.     Of  this— 

The  French  army  has  received $12,500,000 

Bankers*  commissions 5,000,000 

Invested  in  the  French  rentes  for  the  conversion  of  the  first  loan 4, 000, 000 

Interest  on  the  English  debt 6,000,000 

Difference  between  100  fraocs  and  63  francs,  which  was  the  selliog  price 26,500,000 

Heserved  for  interest  in  advance  on  both  loans,  (discount  less  than  &i  francs,) 

commissions,  brokerages,  and  other  expenses 7, 500, 000 

Eeceived  in  Mexico 8,000,000 

69,500,000 
Balance  remaining  to  the  government 2,500,000 

Total 72,000,000 

Equal  to  360,000,000  francs. 

From  the  above  sum  that  remains,  there  has  to  be  paid  on  the  15th  February,  the  stipu- 
lated time,  the  last  payment  that  remains  to  be  made  on  account  of  the  famous  claim  of 
Jecker,  which  was  settled  at  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  which  three  millions  have  already 
been  paid.    The  remaining  sum  of  |500,000  has  already  been  drawn  for  to  cover  advancea 
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made  bj  die  French  to  the  Mexican  army  in  October  and  November,  and  two  hundred  thoa- 
sand  dollars  on  account  of  six  hundred  thousand  due  to  Maximilian  for  salary  up  to  the  end 
of  Dpcember. 

The  conyention  of  Miramar,  as  it  was  si^ed  on  the  10th  April,  1864,  has  been  fully  and 
duly  carried  out,  there  having  been  paid  monthly  to  the  expeditionary  army  $471,000,  which 
is  the  sum  monthly  accruing,  and  which  has  been  paid  up  to  the  30th  November  of  this 
year.  In  this  way  it  is  eafly  to  see  how  it  is  that  only  the  sum  of  $600,000  has  remained  to 
come  to  Mexico.  ^ 

From  the  estimate  of  expenses  for  December,  January,  and  February,  1865  and  1866,  an 
idea  can  be  formed  of  the  sum  expended  by  the  government  of  Maxiuiilian.  It  amounts  to 
$10,000,000.  The  income  from  national  revenues  is  estimated  at  $3,500,000.  The  balance 
of  the  loans  is  $2,500,000,  thus  leaving  a  deficiency  of  $4,000,000.  But  if,  as  I  believe,  the 
two  millions  to  Jecker  shall  not  be  paid,  and  which  are  included  in  the  above  ten  millions  of 
expenses,  nor  the  subvention  to  the  railroad,  or  the  $60,000  which  are  remitted  monthly  to 
Yucatan,  nor  the  $15,000  monthly  which  sre  remitted  to  New  York  for  the  press  and  other 
puiposes,  as  well  as  various  other  sums  which  are  not  vitally  indispensable,  I  believe  that 
without  other  sources  of  supply  the  existence  of  the  government  may  be  prolonged  until  the 
end  of  February.  From  that  time  forward,  neither  by  the  greatest  extortions,  nor  by  dupli- 
eating  the  exactions  of  to-day,  can  its  existence  be  prolonged  for  six  months  more. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

WiuhingUm,  January  14,  1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  Bend  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Mexican  citizen  Mannel  Saavedra,  wliich  I  received  ^m  Brownsville,  dated  in 
that  dty  the  8th  of  December  last,  and  the  documents  to  which  it  refers,  ^ving 
aa  account  of  the  latest  events  that  have  taken  place  in  the  States  of  New  Leon 
and  Tamaulipas,  of  the  Mexican  republic,  by  virtue  of  the  French  invasion. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seavant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  Hunter,  ^.^  4^.,  i^. 


No.  1. 
[Translation.— Extract  ] 

Brownsville,  December  8,  1865. 

MccH  Esteemed  Friend:  Since  mj  last  of  the  10th  instant,  we  have  received  the  par- 
ticalan  of  all  that  baa  happened  in  Monterey.  I  enclose  Gleneral  Escobedo's  report  to  the 
peocnl  government,  bj  which  you  will  see  we  g^ve  the  traitors  two  severe  blows,  held  the 
public  sqoare  for  some  time,  fooght  the  French  well,  but  were  at  last  compelled  to  retire  in 
good  onter,  without  loss. 

la  less  than  a  month,  we  have  taken  two  fortified  towns,  and  had  many  battles. 

Etcobedo  behaved  bravely,  and  his  poor  soldiers  are  heroes  in  valor  and  fortitude.  I  saw 
tWm  in  front  of  Matamoras,  in  a  fearfnl  storm,  without  shelter,  almost  without  clothing, 
*ith  a  few  bad  provisions,  panting  enthusiastically  for  the  assault  on  Matamoras  ;  and  I  have 
•Im  seen  them  beniunbed  with  cold,  wet  to  the  skin,  take  off  their  shirts  to  cover  their  g^n- 
Ms,  do  tbdr  dnty  fearlessly,  and  when  Escobedo  asked  them,  What  do  you  want,  boys  7 
"Tkey  replied,  "  Nothing,  general,  but  to  take  Matamoras  ! " 

8eeh  soldiers  are  worthy  pf  the  cause  we  are  defending,  and  their  behavior  is  the  best 
n^dotee  of  a  speedy  and  certain  triumph. 

^•oobedo  is  now  in  Camarg^  with  bis  forces.  He  left  some  at  Matamoras,  upon  which 
pl«oe  he  is  preparing  a  firesh  attack. 

'    %      ^  0  »  #  »  » 

I  remi^D,  your  very  attentive  and  humble  servant, 

MAN.  SAAVEDRA. 
Sesor  Don  Matias  Romero.  ^  , 
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No.  2. 

Otneral  E$eobedo*i  QficUl  Report. 

[TranslatioiL] 

Bepubuc  of  Mexico,  Army  op  the  North* 

CamargOf  December  1,  1865. 

On  the  22d  of  the  past  month  I  marched  from  Caderejta  with  a  portion  of  the  army  of  the 
north,  composed  of  the  first  and  second  brigades  of  Naeva  Leon  and  two  companies  of  moanted 
rifles  of  Coabuila,  and  camped  ^hat  night  in  the  town  of  Gaadalnpe,  three  miles  east  of  the 
city  of  Monterey.  From  daylight  of  the  following  day  part  of  the  force  of  traitors  (imperialists) 
which  garrisoned  said  city  began  skirmishing  with  my  advance  posts,^  and  the  presumpdon 
wa)  that  they  woald  attack  my  camp,  kno wine  that  the  force  under  M%jor  Ruperto  Martinez, 
of  three  hundred  men,  had  failed  to  join  me.  I  immediately  reconnoitred  and  prepared  to 
receive  their  attack.  The  enemy,  after  shelling  our  lines  severely,  detached  tnree  strong 
columns,  preceded  by  a  line  of  skirmishers,  and  attacked  our  troops  with  the  greatest  decision. 
The  battle  soon  became  general ;  the  enemy,  astonished  by  the  determined  resistance  he  met, 
wavered,  and  at  this  moment  a  charge  of  our  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Trevino,  on  his  rear 
and  flanks,  and  the  advance  of  the  rest  of  the  line,  disconcerted  him,  and  he  was  soon  utterly 
routed ;  most  of  his  force  was  dispersed,  and  the  rest  found  refuge  in  the  fortifications  of  the 
city.  The  enemy  lost  many  killed,  all  his  wounded  remaining  in  our  hands,  many  prisoners, 
and  a  great  number  of  arms.  On  the  following  day  the  force  of  Martinez  joined  me,  and  I 
decided  on  attacking  the  place  as  follows:  Three  columns  of  attack  were  formed,  the  two 
first  of  infantry,  under  Colonel  Naranjo  and  Major  Martinez,  and  the  third  of  cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Lostenes  Rocha.  These  columns  form^  the  line  of  attack,  the  whole  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Trevino,  and  were  to  be  directed  against  the  forts  of  Muralla  and  Carlotta, 
and  after  forcing  th^se,  to  continue  the  attack  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  plaza.  Another 
line,  composed  of  t^o  columns,  one  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Garcia  and  the  uther  under 
Major  Leal,  and  under  my  personal  command,  was  to  make  a  feint  and  attack  the  forts  of 
Cuesta  and  Puebla.  The  attack  took  place  in  the  above  order,  with  so  much  energy  that 
the  forts  were  soon  in  our  possession.  One  part  of  their  garrison  was  sabred  by  the  cavalry, 
who  took  many  prisoners,  and  the  balance,  by  an  inglorious  flight,  shut  themselves  up  in  the 
citadel  and  fort  of  the  bishop,  leaving  us  in  possession  of  the  city.  The  enemy  haa  many 
killed  and  wounded,  and  leit  in  onr  Bands  mote  than  two  hundred  prisoners,  all  armed.  On 
our  side  we  lament  the  loss  of  six  officers  and  thirteen  soldiers. 

Shortly  afler  this,  and  when  my  soldiers  were  trying  to  get'some  rest  from  the  fatigues  of 
the  two  days*  fighting,  I  was  informed  that  a  French  column,  coming  from  Saltillo,  was  ad- 
vanciug  to  aid  the  traitors,  (native  imperialists ;}  and  in  fact  shortly  afterwards,  undercover 
of  the  darkness  preceding  daylight,  and  guided  by  a  column  of  traitors,  they  penetrated  to 
the  centre  of  the  city,  where  they  began  a  vigorous  attack  on  our  troops.  Witn  a  small  por- 
tion of  our  infantry  I  was  able  to  detain  them  while  our  attack  was  being  organized.  This 
was  soon  effected  Major  I.  Trevino  attacked  them  with  the  squadron  otthe  Rio  Grande  by 
one  flank,  and  with  the  infantry  in  front  we  soon  made  them  retreat.  At  this  moment  Colonel 
Rocha  charged,  sabre  in  hand,  on  their  columns,  and  completely  repulsed  the  French  and 
the  traitors,  following  and  sabring  them  beyond  the  city.  The  French  left  nineteen  dead  and 
the  traitors  twenty-eight.  They  carried  off  their  wounded.  We  took  some  traitors  prisoners, 
many  guns,  lances,  and  some  horses. 

As  all  my  officers  and  men  behaved  well,  I  make  no  special  mention  of  any  in  particular. 
They  have  all  fulfilled  their  duties  as  soldiers  and  patriots. 

I  have  sent  out  reconnoitring  parties  towards  Saltillo  and  Marin,  as  I  am  informed  that  from 
the  last  place  a  French  column  is  advancing,  commanded  by  Jeannlngros  in  person ;  and  firooi 
Panas  another  is  also  advancing  of  the  same  troops. 

Independence  and  liberty  i 


The  Minister  op  War,  op  the  Navy, 

of  the  Mexican  Republic^  Chihuahua, 


MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 


No.  3. 
FTranslation.— Extract  1 

Tampico,  December  7,  1865. 

•  ••  •••  ••  « 

The  French  authorities  at  this  place  have  a  supervisor  in  constant  attendance  at  the  custom* 
hou^e,  who  carefully  and  minutely  examines  every  package  landed  or  embarked,  and  if  any 
objectionable  name  is  discovered  upon  any  of  the  packages  ^ey  are  immediately  seized. 
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Of  late  the  so-called  imperial  forces  have  made  some  important  moyements  afirainst  this 
State,  and  thej  are  now  in  the  occupancy  of  Tancasneqni,  Victoria,  and  Altainira,  all  of 
which  places  were  abandoned  b/  the  liberal  forces  before  the  enemy  arrived ;  consequently 
they  have  obtained  no  great  advantage. 

The  almost  expiring  embers  of  commerce  seem  now  to  be  somewhat  rekindled  by  the  as- 
surance from  the  French  commandant  that  the  roads  are  open  hence  to  San  Luis  Potosi,  and 
this  morning  a  steamer  left  here  with  two  launches  in  tow,  loaded  with  the  merchandise 
brought  back  from  Tancasneqni  several  weeks  ago.  It  id  now  to  be  again  landed  at  Tan- 
casnequi.  and  from  thence  to  be  conveyed  to  San  Luis  Potosi  by  mules,  at  the  rate  of  thirty 
dollars  per  mule  load,  to  which  must  be  added  the  expenses  of  steam  freight  and  military 
escort.  If  the  owners  obtain  first  cost  and  expenses  they  may  consider  themselves  fortunate 
in  the  extreme. 

But  in  order  that  you  may  clearly  understand  the  position  of  commercial  affairs  here,  I 
must  inform  you  that  when,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  September  last,  the  French 
forces  were  compelled  to  abandon  Tancasneqni,  two  or  three  hundred  packages  of  iron  and 
steel  were,  by  force  of  circumstances,  left  tliere,  and,  upon  the  recent  reoccupation  of  that 
place  by  the  French  forces,  they  found  several  of  the  packages  still  lying  there,  which  they 
at  once  shipped  on  board  their  steamer  and  launches  and  landed  here  in  Tampico ;  and  when 
the  foreign  merchants  discovered  their  own  familiar  marks  and  numbers  upon  the  said  pack- 
ages they  forthwith  repaired  to  the  military  chief  to  claim  their  iron  and  steel  goods ;  but 
tbey  were  coolly  informed  that  as  they  were  found  in  the  abandoned  camp  of  the  enemy,  the 
foil  value  thereof  must  be  awarded  to  the  troops  under  his  command,  the  officers  of  course 
coming  in  for  the  lion's  share. 

The  imperial  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  last  has  been  enforced  in  this  place  in  all  its  parts 
and  with  all  the  cruel  rigor  therein  prescribed.  But  I  will  not  enlarge  upon  the  modus  operandi 
of  the  executions  which  have  taken  place  in  the  most  respectable  and  conspicuous  parts  of 
that  dty,  but  merely  state  that  several  defenceless  Mexicans  have  lost  their  lives  under  the 
authority  of  that  ban  {>ut  forth  by  a  Christian  prince  in  this  enlightened  age.  I  now 
anxiously  await  the  receipt  of  the  message  which  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  sup- 
pose, issued  to  the  world  on  the  4th  instujit,  which  I  presume  will  give  us  soipe  insight  as  to 

what  will  be  the  action  of  our  republic  in  relation  to  Mexico. 

«  «  #•  •  •  •  «  • 

Bon.  Matias  Romero,  ifc,  fVasMingUm  C^y,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Translation.]  * 

MBXiCAiir  Lbgation  in  thh  Ui^itbd  States  op  Af^BUick, 

Washington,  January  21,  1866. 

Mr.  Acrnro  Sbcretary  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  yon,  for  the 
mformation  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  copy  of  a  note  of  Mr. 
Lerdo  de  Tcjada,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated 
£1  Paso,  19th  December,  1865,  and  numbered  407,  with  the  circalar  addressed 
to  the  State  governors,  informing  them  that  the  President  of  the  republic  left 
the  city  of  Chihuahua,  on  the  9th  of  May,  on  account  of  a  large  French  force 
marching  against  it,  and  arrived  at  £1  Paso  del  Norte  on  the  Idth,  where  the 
national  government  of  Mexico  is  at  present  established. 

A  copy  of  the  circular  is  also  enclosed. 

I  think  proper  to  call  your  attention  to  the  assurances  in  the  circular  that 
Vthe  President  of  the  republic  will  always  firmly  maintain  his  resolution  to 
BOBiain  the  cause  of  the  independence  and  institutions  of  Mexico,  under  all  the 
Tieissituded  of  war,  which  are  now  decreasing,  and  the  enemy's  resources  will 
soon  be  exhausted  by  the  constant  struggle  of  the  Mexican  people,  who  are 
hoood  to  triumph  at  no  very  distant  period." 

1  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  Hui^teb,  ifc.,  ifc,,  Sfc.  r^^^^T^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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No.  1. 
[Trmnslation.] 

DEPARTMENT    OP    FOREIGN    RELATIONS   AND   GOVERNMENT,    OFFICE    OF  RELATIONS^ 
SECTION  OP  AMERICA— No.  407. 

Paso  del  Norte,  Ckikmakma,  Deuwktr  19, 1865. 
I  enclose  to  you  with  this  note  a  copy  of  the  circular  issued  hy  this  department,  giving 
notice  that  the  President  of  the  republic  left  Chihuahua  the  9th  of  this  mouth,  and  arrived 
in  this  city  yesterday,  where  the  seat  of  the  national  government  is  established  for  the  time 
being. 
I  assure  you  of  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  FTaghingtonj  D.  C. 


No.  2. 
[Translation.! 

DEPARTMENT  OF   FOREIGN    RELATIONS  AND  GOVERNMENT,  OFFICE   OP   GOVERNMENT — 

SECTION  FIRST. 

The  cHisBCTi  President  of  the  republic  left  the  city  of  Chihuahua  the  9th,  and  arrived  here 
yesterday,  where  he  has  determined  to  fix  the  seat  of  tfa^  national  government,  for  the  time 
being. 

It  IS  unnecessary  to  repeat  that  the  citisen  President  of  the  republic  will  always  firmly 
maintain  his  resolution  to  sustain  the  cause  of  the  independence  and  institutions  of  the  re- 
public, under  all  the  vicissitudes  of  war,  wl^ch  are  now  decreasing,  and  the  enemv's  re- 
sources will  soon  be  exhausted  by  the  constant  struggle  of  the  Mexican  people,  who  are 
bound  to  triumph  at  no  very  distant  period. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Paso  del  Norte,  December  19,  1865. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

The  Citizen  GOVERNOR  of  the  StaU  of . 

A  true  copy : 

JUAN  VALDES,  First  Officer, 
Paso  del  Norte,  Deumber  19,  1865. 


No.  3. 


[Translation.  J 

Paso  del  Norte,  Mexico,  Deeemhor2^  1865. 

In  my  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo  I  announced  the  departure  of  President  Juarez,  with  his 
cabinet  and  government,  from  the  city  of  Chihuahua  for  this  place,  and  also  stated  that  the 
probable  date  of  his  arrival  would  be  the  16th  or  17th.  In  consequence,  however,  i>f  a  very 
cold  spell  of  weather — the  coldest  that  has  been  experienced  here  for  years — he  was  unable 
to  reach  this  point  until  last  Monday,  December  IH. 

During  the  previous  week  we  had  been  celebrating  our  annual  fiesta  in  honor  of  *'Onr 
Lady  of  Guadalupe'* — the  recognized  patroness  of  this  place — and,  as  usual,  thiv  had  brought 
an  immense  concourse  of  people  from  the  neighboring  country.  Their  conduct  and  enthu- 
siasm must  have  proved  cheering,  and  given  hope-inspiring  evidence  to  the  President  of 
their  deep  earnestness  and  sympathy  in  nis  fortunes.  When  it  became  known  that  the  re- 
publican President  was  nearing  the  city  a  large  body  of  horsemen,  includhig  all  the  principal 
men  of  the  place,  preceded  by  a  band  of  music,  sallied  out  to  meet  and  escort  him  to  the 
residence  assigned  for  his  use.  An  immense  crowd  of  persons,  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  lined 
the  principal  street  and  plaza  from  an  earlv  hour  in  the  day,  anxiously  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  the  cavalcade.  It  was  not  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  however,  that  the  procession  arrived. 
The  mounted  deputation  of  citizens  came  first ;  after  them  came  the  President  in  his  carriage, 
accompanied  bv  the  secretary  of  state  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury ;  then  followed  a 
company  of  infantry  as  a  bodv  guard,  and  afier  them  the  remaining  part  of  the  cortege,  con- 
sisting of  a  large  number  of  carriages  and  ambulances,  containing,  besides  government 
officials,  many  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Chihuahua,  who  voluntarily  perferred  following 
the  fortunes  ol  the  President  to  living  under  French  domination  at  home^ 

.,  _.,  ^oogle 
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.  The  most  enthusiastic  expressJoos  of  joy  and  welcome  greeted  the  President  as  he  slowly 
rode  through  the  dense  crowd  of  citizens  who  filled  the  streets  through  which  he  passea. 
Vitas  npoD  vivas  burst  from  a  thousand  tongues ;  the  bells  of  the  cathedral  rang  out  their 
merriest  chimes ;  deafening  volleys  of  small-arms  rent  the  air,  while  peal  after  peal  of  heavj 
artillery  shook  the  loftiest  peaks  of  the  Sierra  Madre.  It  was  a  gratifying  eviaence  that  the 
popular  heart  beats  right;  that  although  a  few  of  the  principal  men  may  hare  united  their 
fortunes  with  the  imperial  dynasty,  sdll  the  sturdy  yeomanry,  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
country,  are  as  ready  and  willing  as  at  any  previous  time  to  strike  in  defence  of  the  insti- 
tutions of  their  choice  and  adopnon. 

A  column  of  about  five  hundred  infantry,  under  Gleneral  Terrasaz,  who  has  been  the  gov- 
ernor of  this  State  for  a  number  of  years,  left  Chihuahua  a  day  or  two  atler  the  President, 
and  are  now  in  the  town  of  Carrizal.  They  will  remain  there  a  few  days  and  then  come  on 
to  this  place,  where,  it  is  thought,  their  number  will  be  increased  to  a  thousand  men.  With 
this  force  it  is  intended  to  move  on  the  capital  of  the  State  to  drive  the  invader  out  of  it. 
General  Terrasax  has  also  moved  the  entire  State  government  to  the  town  of  Carrizal,  in- 
cluding the  archives  and  all  movable  property ;  and,  for  the  present,  that  town  will  be  the 
State  capital. 

The  last  mail  brought  the  cheering  news  that  President  Johnson  had  at  last  appointed, 
after  such  a  long  interregnum,  a  new  minister  to  represent  the  United  States  in  this  country ; 
and  the  news  was  none  the  less  welcome  when  it  was  known  that  that  gallant  soldier  and 
ehxpent  orator.  General  John  A.  Logan,  was  the  man.  The  news  was  carried  to  President 
Joares  by  a  special  courier,  and  met  him  on  his  way  to  this  place.  The  very  intelligence 
has  given  new  life  and  energy  to  things  here  already,  and  the  most  happy  results  are  an- 
ticipated from  it. 

The  military  commandant  here  is  Colonel  Carlos  Norriega,  who  was  one  of  the  prisoners 
eaptored  at  the  taking  of  Puebla  and  sent  to  France,  with  General  Mejia  and  niany  more. 
He  was  released  some  months  ago,  as  well  as  the  latter  officer,  who  is  also  here.  They  ar- 
rived a  short  time  ago  by  the  overland  mail  from  St.  Louis.  Colonel  Norriega  speaks  £nglish 
qsita  fluently,  is  a  most  efficient  officer,  and  much  liked. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

[Translation.] 

Mbxica.^  Lboation  in  thb  Unitbd  States  op  Ambbica, 

Washington,  January  29,  1866. 

Mr.  Acting  Sbcbbtaby:  Referring  to  1117  notes  of  the  14th  and  18th  of  No- 
Tember  and  the  28th  of  December  last,  to  your  department,  concerning  the  order 
bsaed  by  General  McDowell  on  the  11th  of  October  previoae,  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  arms  over  the  southwestern  border  of  the  United  States.  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  copy  of  a  note  on  this  same  subject,  which  I 
leceived  yesterday  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  dated  at  £1  Paso  del  Norte,  the  23d  of  December  last, 
with  a  copy  annexed,  expressing  the  views  of  the  Mexican  government  on  the 
Mune  subject. 

Although  the  discussion  caused  by  that  order  has  been  satisfactorily  settled 
by  the  revocation  of  the  same,  I  think  proper  to  send  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  these  documents  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  opinions  of  ray  government  known  on  that  subject. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  considera- 
tioii. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  Hdnteb,  ^r ,  4^?.,  4<^. 


No.  1. 

[Translation.] 

XttPABTMEirr  OF  FOREiON  RELATIOKS  AND  GOVCRNMBMT— AMERICAN  SECTION— Ko.  413. 

Paso  del  Norte,  December  23,  1866. 
I  send  yon  the  copy  of  a  note  which  I  address  to-day  to  the  consul  of  the  republic  in  San 
^"nuidico,  Upper  CaUfomia,  in  relation  to  the  order  of  the  IJth  of  October  previous,  pub- 
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lished  in  tbe  pa])eT8  of  that  citj.  Issued  hj  Oeneral  I.  McDowell,  commander  of  the  depart- 
ment of  California,  prohibitinff  the  passaffe  of  armed  forces,  and  arms  and  munitions,' to  either 
of  the  betliffereuts.  over  the  Arizona  border,  or  through  Lovrer  California,  in  Mexico. 

For  fear  that  you  maj  not  haye  received  the  consurs  communications  on  the  subject,  I 
send  jon  this  copy  to  use  as  you  please,  to  the  g^reatest  advantage. 
Accept  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  Matia»  Romero, 

Envog  Extraordinary  and  Minister  PUnipotentiatp 

of  the  Mexican  RepuUie  in  Washington. 


No.  2. 

fTranslation.] 

DEPARTMENT    OP    FOREIGN   RELATIONS    AND   GOVERNMENT   OFFICE    OF    RELATIONS — 
AMERICAN  SECTION— No.  67. 

Paso  del  Norte,  December  23, 1865. 
ProhiHUon  to  export  arms  from  the  United  Stales  across  the  Arixoiui.  and  southern  Cali* 

fornia  border  into  Mexico, 

I  have  received  the  duplicate  of  your  note  of  the  20th  October  last,  with  the  eight  enclosed 
copies,  relating  to  the  order  issued  by  General  I.  McDowell,  commander  of  the  department 
of  California,  on  the  11th  of  October,  forbidding  to  send  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  over 
the  Arizona  and  California  border,  to  eith^  of  the  belligerents  in  Mexico. 

You  have  sent  me  copies  of  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  between  you  and  General 
McDowell,  who  said  he  thought  he  was  not  authorized  to  revoke  or  modify  that  order. 

It  seems  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  on  neutrality  prohibit  the  organization  of  armed 
expedition^  within  their  borders  for  other  countries,  but  do  not  forbid  the  free  trade  in  arms 
and  ammunition,  or  anv  other  articles  called  contraband  of  war. 

It  seems,  also,  that  tbe  order  of  President  Johnson  repealing  the  laws  that  prohibited  the 
export  of  arms  and  ammunition  was  issued  on  account  of  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States, 
and  not  because  it  was  considered  as  a  duty  of  neutrality,  for  tbe  laws  do  not  oppose  the  free 
trade  in  articles  of  war.  If  this  is  so,  Geueral  McDowelFs  order  would  conform  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  the  prohibition  of  the  passage  of  armed  forces  over  the  border 
was  concerned ;  but  it  would  not  agree  with  President  Johnson's  order,  which  does  not  pro- 
hibit the  crossing  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

Moreover,  neutrality  would  also  comprehend  arms  and  ammunition,  militarv  transports, 
the  repair  of  vessels  and  naval  transports  of  war,  or  any  other  articles  or  goods  to  bo  used 
as  means  of  making  war. 

The  application  of  these  principles  of  neutrality  in  the  United  States,  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  arms  and  ammunition  not  needed  by  the  French,  but  much  needed  by  the  repnb- 
licans  in  Mexico,  has  been  very  iniurious  to  the  republican  cause  in  Mexico ;  but  these  same 
principles  of  neutrality  have  not  "been  applied  to  war  transports  and  repair  of  all  kinds  of 
vessels  in  the  United  States,  needed  by  the  Fi^ench,  but  not  wanted  by  the  republicans  of 
Mexico. 

The  citizen  President  is  pleased  with  your  conduct  in  this  affair,  and  I  have  only  made 
these  observations  that  you  may  communicate  them  privately  and  confidentially  to  Ueneral 
McDowell,  if  you  think  proper  under  tbe  circumstances ;  but  as  yon  have  communicated  the 
affair  to  the  citizen  minister  plenipotentiary  in  Washington,  he  will  settle  it  in  the  most  proper 
manner  with  that  government. 

I  assure  you  of  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Citizen  Jos6  M.  GoDor, 

Consul  of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  San  Francisco^  Vpper  California, 

A  true  copy : 

JUAN  VALDES,  First  Officer. 


Mr  Romero  to  Mr  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

MfiXiCAN  LkQATION  IN  THB  UnITBD  StATES  OF  AMRRICA, 

WaskingtoHf  January  31,  1866. 
Mr.  Sbcrbtary  :  The  newepapere  of  this  country  allude  to  the  captuie  of 
Boca  del  Rio»  a  town  generally  known  in  the  United  States^  hj  the  name  of 
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'*B^dad,"  by  a  force  which,  it  seems,  came  from  Glarksyille,  a  town  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  in  United  States  territ(Jry.  Althongh  the  ac- 
counts published  up  to  this  time  are  contradictory,  incomplete,  and  inaccurate, 
jet  it  seems  that  the  force  that  occupied  Boca  del  Rio  did  it  with  the  best  feel- 
ings towards  the  government  of  Mexico,  thinking  perhaps  to  render  a  service 
by  taking  from  the  enemy  one  of  the  points  held  by  the  invaders. 

Fur  this  reason,  as  well  as  my  dislike  to  cause  unnecessary  trouble  to  the  United 
States,  I  refrain  for  the  present  from  expression  of  opinion  on  this  subject,  till  I 
can  receive  authentic  details  of  what  has  taken  place  on  the  frontier,  and  instruc- 
tions from  my  government.  Nevertheless,  as  I  desire  to  inform  the  government 
of  Mexico  of  what  has  happened  on  the  Rio  Bravo,  I  take  the  liberty  of  request- 
ing jon  to  give  me  the  information  received  at  the  department  under  your 
cturg^,  if  there  is  no  impropriety  in  the  request. 

I  am  happy  to  have  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  as- 
sunuices  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4v.,  4r.,  ifc. 


M.  ROMERO. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

MEXICAN  Lbgation  in  the  Uvitbd  States  op  America. 

Washington,  February  5,  1866. 

Mr.  Sbcrbtary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
tfce  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  SeBor  Lerdo  de 
Tejada,  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  government  of  Mexico,  addressed 
to  me  under  date  of  January  4th  last  past,  (No.  1,)  transmitting  to  me  a  copy  of 
the  second  number  of  the  official  organ  of  the  Mexican  government  published 
oa  the  same  day  at  Paso  del  Norte,  containing  several  official  documents  relative 
to  the  desertion  of  General  Don  Manuel  Ruiz,  who  protested,  on  the  30th  of 
November  last,  against  the  decree  of  the  Mexican  government  of  the  8th  of 
So?ember,  which  declared  the  term  of  the  constitutional  President  of  Mexico  to 
be  extended  until  a  new  election  can  be  held  in  that  republic.  1  enclose  you  a 
copy  of  that  paper. 

I  lake  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  communication  which  Sefior 
1^0  de  Tejada,  the  minister  for  foreign  aflairs  and  government  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  addressed  to  the  minister  of  justice  on  the  7th  of  December  following, 
in  rehoioa  to  the  protest  referred  to. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assur* 
ance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^-»  4^-t  4^* 


No.  1. 

[Translation.  J 

DBPARTMEKT   OP   FORBI6N    AFFAMS   AND   OOVERNMENT-'DEPARTMEKT  OF  AFFAmS— 

BUBEAU  OF   AMERICA. 

Paso  del  Norte,  January  4, 1866. 
I  tvoamit  lo  you  a  copy  of  the  second  number  of  the  **  official  orj^an  of  the  government," 
dAted  this  day,  ia  which  has  been  copied  the  protest  of  Don  Manuel  Ruiz,  written  at  Hidaltiro 
del  PaiTBl  on  the  30th  November  last,  (which  protest  is  found  in  a  newspaper  taken  from  the 
^oemj,)  m  relation  to  the  prolongation  of  the  mnctions  of  the  President  of  the  republic. 
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Yoa  will  also  find  in  the  official  paper  the  commiiaication  which  thia  department  addros'ied 
to  that  of  justice  respecting  the  suDJect. 

I  communicate  this  to  you  that  yoa  may  he  informed  ^f  the  groundless  protest  of  Don 
Manuel  Koiz  and  of  his  personal  conduct. 
I  renew  to  yon  my  very  distuuraished  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJAPA. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envojf  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  tkt  Mexican  Republic,  H'ashingUmf  D.  C. 


No.  2. 


[From  the  official  paper  of  the  constitntional  fforemmeiit  of  the  Mexican  repuhlic,  Paso  del 
Norte,  January  4,  1856. — Translation.] 

D.  MANUEL  RUIZ. 

We  extract  what  follows  from  No.  1  of  the  Nneya  Era,  23d  December  last,  an  official 
paper  published  by  the  enemy  in  the  city  of  Chihuahua : 

NetBifirom  Rio  Florida, — Protat  of  Mannel  Ruiz. 

Expeditionary  corps  of  Mexico ;  2d  division  of  infantry ;  chief  of  staff.    Chief  of  the  State 
squadron,  Mi^or  fiillot,  ia  command  of  the  French  forces  at  Rio  Florido. 

Rio  Florido,  Deeemher  1,  186&. 

Dear  Sir  :  Senor  Don  Benito  Juarez  havini^  prorogued  the  constitutional  term  of  office, 
and  I  no  longer  reeoffniaing  his  character  as  President  of  the  republic,  which  position  he 
formally  held  by  law,  have  resolved  to  take  no  longer  any  active  part  in  public  affairs,  and 
to  return  to  private  life,  there  to  resume  my  profession  as  a  lawyer,  and  earn  my  daily  bread. 
Having  that  object  in  view,  I  wrote  to  Parral  yesterday  the  letter  I  now  enclose  for  your 
irusal,  and  immediately  approached  your  lines  to  appear  before  yon,  for  the  purpose  of  maJcing 
nown  my  resolution.  I  believe  mvself  justly  included  amonff  those  who  are  benefited  by 
the  decree  of  amnesty  of  the  3d  ultimo,  on  account  of  my  resignation  from  office  and  my 
voluntary  surrender  to  you.  The  text  of  this  decree  having  been  communicated  to  me  yester- 
day privately,  by  a  friend,  with  entire  confidence,  I  now  appear  before  you,  aa  the  represent- 
ative of  power  nearest  at  hand,  and  trust  that  I  am  deserving  of  all  respect  and  justice. 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

MANUEL  RUIZ. 

P.  S. — As  it  is  impossible  to  print  the  enclosed  communication  in  this  locality,  I  would  be 
much  indebted  to  you  if  you  would  forward  it  to  any  part  of  the  country  where  publicity  may 
be  given  to  my  letter,  its  publication  being  in  accordance  with  my  earnest  wisn. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

MANUEL  RUIZ. 

A  tme  copy : 

By  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff; 

LEVAL. 
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No.  3. 

ProUst  of  Don  Manuel  Rui%. 

[Translation.] 

sncTH  constitutional  bonistry  of  the  sin>REME  cocTRT  OP  national  ^stice. 

This  day  brings  to  a  close  the  usual  constitutional  term  of  office  of  the  acting  President  of 
the  republic,  as  set  forth  by  article  80  of  the  federal  constitution. 

From  to-morrow  the  supreme  executive  power  of  the  nation  con  only  be  legally  exerdsed 
by  the  acting  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  or  by  the  constitutional  minister  who, 
as  acting  President,  legally  assumes  his  duties,  and  for  cause.  By  this  statement  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  prorogation  of  the  con'stitutional  term  of  office  which  the  acting  President  has 
taken  upon  himselfto  accord  by  his  decree  of  the  8th  instant  does  not  bestow  npon  him  the 
right  of  continuing  in  the  exercise  of  the  supreme  national  power,  inasmuch  as*  such  proceed- 
iiu^  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  sense  of  the  constitution,  as  well  as  prejudicial  to  the  honor- 
able discharge  of  the  functions  invested  in  him  by  the  decree  of  October  27, 18G2. 
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The  general  constitution,  b  j  article  83,  decrees  in  the  most  explicit  manner  that  at  the  dos 
of  the  ordinarj  term  of  office  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  whatever  obstacle  may  arise 
prerenting  the  election  of  a  successor,  or  the  instalment  of  the  President  elect,  the  supreme 
power  shall  invariably  be  intrusted  to  the  hands  of  the  president  of  the  supreme  coui*t.  The 
law  of  October  27,  cited  above,  does  not  in  any  emergency  authorize  the  executive  to  pro- 
rogne  the  national  term  of  office,  nor  deprive  the  rightful  depositary  of  the  supreme  power  of 
his  privii^es,  nor  appoint  a  successor  to  whom  can  be  passed  the  rights  ana  liberties  of  the 
nation.  On  the  contrarr,  by  that  decree  he  is  commanded  to  preserve  inviolate  the  form  of 
eoverament  laid  down  by  the  constitution,  and  forbidden  to  take  such  measures  as  would 
Ksd  to  the  violation  of  chapter  four  of  the  constitution  relative  to  the  rights  and  duties  of 
public  officiala.  It  being  evident  that  the  orders  contained  within  the  several  decrees  of  the 
&th  instant  violate  the  general  constitution  and  secondary  laws,  men  of  honor  and  conscien- 
tioQS  citizens,  those  who  would  deserve  from  the  nation  a  vote  of  high  confidence,  those  who 
have  placed  faith  in  the  principles  that  have  been  so  dearly  bought,  those  who  trust  in  the 
salvation  of  the  country  by  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  laws,  and  who  would  not  behold  their 
detrest  hopes  shattered  by  one  blow,  must  see  that  it  is  their  imperative  duty  not  only  to  pro- 
test against  the  usuipation  of  the  national  power,  whatever  may  be  the  emergency  referred  to 
as  a  pretext  for  such  illegal  action,  but  must  abstain  from  taking  any  part  in  public  affairs 
natil  the  supremacy  of  the  law  be  asserted  and  order  re-established. 

For  these  reasons,  from  this  ministry,  I,  acting  as  constitutional  minister  of  the  supreme 
ooait  of  justice,  and  protesting  by  a  solemn  protest  against  the  flagrant  vioUtion  of  the 
fimdamentad  and  secondary  laws  of  the  divers  decrees  of  the  8th  instant,  do  hereby  announce 
my  retirement  to  private  life,  and  my  intention  to  support  my  family  by  my  personal  exer- 
tiooe,  taking  to  my  home  a  tranquil  conscience  that  tells  me  that  I  have  acted  justly  and 
done  my  whole  doty. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  yon  will  present  this  epistle  to  the  acting  President  of  the  republic,  inform- 
ing him  that  my  determination  does  not  in  the  least  affect  the  sentiments  of  peculiar  esteem 
that  I  have  ever  professed  to  entertain  for  him. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform !    Hidalgo  del  Parral,  November  30,  1865. 

MANUEL  RUIZ, 
Acting  MinUUr  of  Justice  of  the  Constitutiondl  Government  of  the  Republic. 


No.  4. 

[Translation.] 

The  preceding  protest  of  Mr.  Ruiz  was  received  at  the  depiu'tment  of  justice,  and  sent  to 
&e  government,  as  the  following  communications  will  show : 

DRPAETBfEKT  OF  JUSTICE,  INTERIOR  AND  PCTBLIC  INSTRUCTION— SECTION  FIRST. 

For  subsequent  action,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  original  of  the  note  of  General 
Hannel  Ruiz,  of  the  30th  November  last,  to  this  department,  in  which  he  protests,  as  minister 
of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  against  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November  last. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform !    Chihuahua,  December  6,  1865. 

IGLESIAS: 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 


No.  5. 
%  [Translation.] 

D0AKTMENT  OF   FOREIGN  RELATIONS   AND   GOVERNMENT,   OFFICE  OF   OOYERNHENT— 

SECTION  FIRST. 

With  yoBSs  of  yesterday  I  received  the  protest  of  Manuel  Ruiz,  sent  to  you  from  Hidalgo 
^  Parndthe  30th  of  November  last,  relating  to  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November,  issued  by 
tlus  department,  prolonging  the  term  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  according  to  the  con- 
■titation,  so  long  as  the  war  preventiH  a  new  constitutional  election,  and  to  the  responsibility 
of  General  Jeans  G.  Orte^  who  was  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice. 

As  Mr.  Ruiz  annotfncea,  in  his  nrotest,  his  submission  to  the  invader,  it  was  impossible  to 
send  lum  a  reply.  And  a  reply  to  nim  was  unnecessary,  as  his  protest  contains  no  argument 
^[Wttt  the  circular  and  the  published  decrees,  but  only  consists  of  general  terms,  without 
us  least  reason.  It  is  evident  from  his  protest  that  he  did  not  even  consult  the  text  of  the 
Ibw  of  October  27t  1862,  which  he  pretends  to  quote,  for  it  was  in  the  law  of  11th  of  December, 
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1861,  that  were  to  be  found  the  terms  to  which  he  referred,  in  which  the  national  Conffren 
grants  extraordinary  powers  to  the  President. 

Mr.  Raiz  was  certainly  selfish,  and  wanted  to  assume  the  powers  t>f  constitutional  magis- 
trate himself;  but  without  the  least  reason. 

Articles  79  and  82  of  the  constitution,  the  only  ones  relating  to  the  supplying  the  Presi- 
dent's place,  indicate  the  president  of  the  court  of  justice,  and  no  other  magistrate,  as 
capable  of  filling  the  plaoe  accidentally.  The  constituent  congress  at  the  same  time  formed 
the  constitution  and  the  organic  law  of  elections,  the  3d  of  February,  1857,  where,  in  articles 
43,  45,  48,  and  52,  it  is  decreed  that  at  the  general  elections  deputies  to  the  national  congress 
shall  be  elected  on  the  first  dav,  a  President  of  the  republic  and  president  of  the  supreme  oonrt 
of  justice  the  second  day,  and  magistrates  to  the  number  of  ten,  with  four  supernumeraries 
for  the  same  court,  on  tne  third  day.  In  this  manner  the  organic  electoral  law,  according  to 
the  constitution,  united  the  election  of  president  of  the  republic  smd  president  of  the  court, 
so  the  people  could  choose  at  the  same  time  two  ofiicers,  one  of  which  was  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  other  in  case  of  accident ;  and  "putting  off  the  election  of  magistrates,  who  were  onlj 
to  occupy  positions  as  judges,  till  the  next  day. 

So,  then,  the  constitution  established  by  this  electoral  law  that  there  should  only  be  one 
▼ice-president  of  the  republic,  and  not  fifteen  aspirants  to  that  place.  It  is  well  known  that 
when  a  motion  was  maoe  in  congress  to  allow  magistrates  to  supply  the  place  of  President  of 
the  republic,  in  case  of  the^  default  of  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  the  propo- 
sition was  unanimously  rejected.  Thus  the  matter  was  settled,  bevond  a  doubt ;  and  for 
that  reason  the  government,  in  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November,  did  not  think  it  worthy 
of  mention. 

Besides  the  want  of  foundation  of  the  protest,  we  must  consider  the  conduct  of  him  who 
made  it.  If  Mr.  Ruiz  had  really  believcKl  it  wrong  to  prolong  the  duties  of  President,  he 
could  have  protested  against  it,  and  not  considered  it  his  duty  to  go  and  submit  voluntarily  to 
the  enemv  for  that  reason.  He  could  not  allege  fear  of  persecution  as  long  as  he  remained  in 
places  subject  to  the  government  of  the  republic,  for  his  high  offices  as  ma^trate  and  gen- 
eral protected  him ;  and  he  well  knew  that  the  government  always  permitted  the  most  llhenl 
opinions,  provided  they  were  not  inimical  to  the  country.  As  an  instance  of  this,  the  gov 
omment  permitted  Mr.  Ruiz  to  declaim  against  the  decrees  long  after  they  were  promulgated, 
and  wherever  he  went. 

When  the  seat  of  government  was  moved  in  August  last  from  this  city  to  Paso  del  Norte, 
Mr.  Ruiz  said,  at  the  beginning  of  September,  that  he  waM  determined  to  return  to  this  city, 
and  thence  to  the  city  of  Mexico  to  join  his  family.  This  was  well  known,  for  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  tell  it  to  everybody  attached  to  the  government.  He  even  fixed  the  day  of  his 
departure,  and  continued  to  put  it  off,  sometimes  on  account  of  the  solitary  roads,  till  he 
heard  that  this  city  was  to  be  evacuated.  He  then  pretended  to  delay  his  departture  on  ac- 
count of  health  and  for  want  of  means,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  government  at  £1  Paso 
did  not  permit  it  to  pay  its  officers  their  usual  salary. 

All  wno  accompanied  the  government  well  know  that  Mr.  Ruiz  intended  to  join  the  enemy 
as  early  as  the  first  of  September,  two  months  before  the  issue  of  the  decrees  mentioned,  and 
no  one  doubts  but  that  he  used  the  protest  as  an  excuse  for  his  deserdon  of  the  national 
cause.  It  was  also  well  known  in  San  Luis,  Saltillo,  and  Monterey  that  he  was  hunting 
excuses  to  oppose  the  government,  encouraged  those  who  did  censure  it,  and  was  ready  to 
accept  any  pretext  for  his  conduct,  and  go  over  to  the  enemy. 

.  The  government  made  no  attempt  to  prevent  him,  because  it  never  wished  to  force  any  one 
to  adhere  to  it,  but  left  it  to  the  free  will  of  those  who  would  stand  by  it  yoluntarily  in  times 
of  trouble. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Chihuahua,  December  7,  1865. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
The  Citizen  Minister  of  Justice,  FomentOy  and  Public  Instruction, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  7,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  December  1, 
1865,  with  which  you  transmit  to  me  a  copy  of  the  despatch  No,  365,  of  Oc- 
tober 28,  ultimo,  addressed  to  you  by  Seiior  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  the  minister  for 
foreign  a&irs  of  the  Mexican  republic,  in  relation  to  the  import  duties  collected 
la  December,  1864,  of  certain  American  citizens  at  the  port  of  Acapulco,  by  or- 
der of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Guerrero,  Don  Diego  Alvarez. 

In  reply  thereto,  I  have  to  state,  that  the  erroneous  impression  entertained 
by  Sefior  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  that  this  government  was  satisfied  with  the  explana- 
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tions  of  the  governor  of  Gnerrero,  (commtinicated  to  this  department  with  your 
note  of  Maj  2G,  1865,)  has  donhtleSsS  been  sin^  corrected  by  your  communica- 
tion to  that  minister  of  my  note  of  November  J,  1865,  in  which  I  expressed  the 
confident  erpectation  that  the  duties  exacted  nnd^  the  circumstances  set  forth 
m  my  previous  correspondence  upon  this  subject  would  in'  due  season  be  re- 
feaded  by  the  constitutional  authorities  of  the  port  of  Acapulco. 

I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  to  me,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  final  deter- 
mination at  which  the  Mexican  government  shall  have  arrived  on  a  consideration 
of  all  the  facts  of  the  case ;  for  you  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  governor  of  Guer- 
rero himself  states  that  he  was  restrained,  by  the  peculiar  condition  of  puhlic 
a£Burs,  from  revealing  **  the  principal  one  of  the  grounds"  on  which  he  collected 
Baid  duties,  and  of  which,  it  is  presumed,  he  must  by  this  time  have  fully  in- 
formed his  government. 

Governor  Alvarez  intimates  that  it  was  a  mild  way  of  punishing  certain 
American  residents  for  aiding  the  French  by  bringing  supplies  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  Acapulco— %  sea,  it  is  inferred.  It  docs  not  appear,  however,  that 
there  was  any  hlockade  on  the  approach  to  that  port  by  water,  though  he  in- 
timates that  supplies  by  land  were  shut  out. 

Upon  a  reconsideration  of  the  points  of  this  case,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
tbia  government  cannot  accept  an  exceptional  administration  of  the  revenue 
law8  of  Mexico  by  General  Alvarez  as  a  proper  mode  of  punishing  supposed 
offences  for  which  its  citizens,  domiciled  in  Acapulco,  do  not  appear  l6  have 
been  subjected  to  any  kind  of  trial  or  even  to  an  open  accusation. 

The  United  States  having  already  expressed  its  dissatisfaction,  and  asked  for 
restitution  to  the  parties  interested,  entertain  the  hope  that  the  executive  of 
Mexico  will  cause  the  same  to  be  refunded  to  them  so  soon  as  may  he  compati- 
ble with  the  puhlic  interests  and  condition  of  that  republic. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  reproduce  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  M  ATI  AS  Bom  erg,  Sfc„  S(c,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  Amebica, 

Washington,  February  10,  1866. 

Mr.  Secbbtary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  y6u,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  the  ''  official  paper  of  the  con- 
BtitQtional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,"  vol.  ii,  No.  3,  published  in  the 
city  of  £1  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  11th  of  January  last,  in  which  the  o$cial  de- 
spatches of  General  Escohedo,  commanding  officer  of  the  northern  army  corps,  to 
the  minister  of  war  and  marine,  of  the  14th  and  25th  of  November,  1865,  were 
inserted,  communicating  what  happened  during  the  siege  of  Matamoras,  at  the 
end  of  October  last,  and  the  occupation  and  abandonment  of  Monterey  by  the 
imce&  under  his  command,  on  the  22d,  23d  and  24th  of  November  last. 

I  also  enclose  fragments  of  two  letters  I  have  received  from  reliable  persons 
residing  in  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz,  dated  the  14th  and  20th  of  January  last. 
They  both  contain  important  particulars  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico. 

I  profit  by  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  dtc,  Sfc.,  Sfc.  ^  j 
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No.  1. 

#  [Translation.  J 

MINISTRY  OF  WAR  AKD  MARINE— MEXICAN    REPUBUC—COBPS  OF    THE  ARMY  OF  TBI 
NORTH— GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

The  paper  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon,  relating  to  the  operations  that  took  place 
daring  the  siege  of  Matamoras,  will  inform  the  citizen  President  ot  all  that  occurred  durinff 
those  days,  and  therefore,  in  this  communication,  I  will  merely  say  that  I  am  yer>'  well 
pleased  with  the  excellent  behavior  of  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  citizens  composing  the  troops 
under  my  command.  All  of  them  did  their  doty ,^  and  their  sufferings  irom  frequent  rains  sod 
cold  winds  in  the  marshes  around  Matamoras  make  them  worthy  of  public  esteem,  and  of 
the  gratitude  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Camp  on  the  plain  of  Realito,  November  14,  1865. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 

Citizen  Minister  of  War  of  the  Mexican  republic^  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


I 


No.  2. 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBUC— CORPS  OF  THE  ARMY  OP  THE  NORTH— GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

After  the  capture  of  Catorce,  by  a  part  of  my  forces,  and  the  complete  rout  of  the  traitor 
Tinaje^  and  nis  brigade  at  Paso  de  las  Cabras,  as  I  have  already  informed  you  in  official 
despatches,  I  determined  to  collect  all  the  material  of  war  on  the  frontier  to  carry  on  ibb 
campaign  in  that  quarter.  For  that  purpose  I  posted  the  Vega  brigade  at  Linares  and 
vicinity;  the  1st  cavalry  at  Cerralvo  and  adjoining  points;  the  2d  atVillaldama:  the  Ut 
and  2d  infantry  at  Punteagudo  and  Agua  Legnas ;  and  I  went  in  person  to  the  northern 
towns,  to  gather  the  troops  that  had  organized  during  my  expedition  into  the  interior,  and  to 
collect  artillery  and  provisions  for  the  main  body  of  the  army.  On  my  return,  I  fixed  my 
headquarters  between  Matamoras  and  Monterey,  as  the  principal  points  held  by  the  enemy, 
and  better  to  determine  upon  which  of  the  two  I  should  begin  operations. 

I  invited  General  Cortina  and  Colonel  Canales  to  join  me  with  their  troops,  in  the  cam- 
paign I  was  preparing.  The  former  offered  his  services  in  the  cause  of  national  independence, 
m  any  part  of  the  republic  where  they  might  be  needed ;  the  latter  promised  only  to  aid  me 
against  Matamoras.  The  last  circumstance,  and  the  great  importance  of  the  place,  induced 
me  to  begin  operations  there ;  and  I  accordingly  issued  orders  to  concentrate,  which  was 
"jromptly  done  by  the  brigades,  with  the  exception  of  the  1st  cavalry  of  New  Leon,  which  I 
left  to  watch  Monterey,  and  that  of  Colonel  Cfanales,  which  delayed  for  some  unaccountable 
reasons. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  the  main  body  of  the  northern  army,  with  the  exceptions  above 
mentioned,  moved  in  sight  of  Matamoras,  and  encamped  at  the  Alvino  Pena  ranch,  only  a 
cannon-shot  distance  from  the  place. 

October  23,  1865. — A  reconnoissauce  was  made  around  the  town,  with  some  unimportant 
skirmishes.  In  the  afternoon  the  camp  was  prepared  for  moving  wherever  jt  should  be 
ordered.  Colonel  Sostenes  Rocha,  major  general  m  the  regular  army,  was  sent  from  head- 
quarters, with  his  aids  and  an  escort,  to  g^ve  notice  of  the  attack  on  the  place.  During  the 
jught  other  reconnoissancea  were  made,  some  trenches  were  dug,  and  a  few  batteries  were 
planted. 

October  24.— The  first  parallel  was  made  at  six  hundred  yards  from  the  town.  Esplanades 
for  the  batteries  were  begun,  and  the  troops  took  position  in  the  following  order:  The  right 
wing,  consisting  of  200  men  of  the  San  Luis  brig^e,  under  Oeneral  Vega,  was  stationed  at 
the  Ouintero  house.  The  left,  under  General  Cortina,  his  brigade  stre^igthened  with  a 
squaaron  of  the  Bio  Grande,  and  100  infantry  of  the  1st  brigade.  The  centre,  under  Colonel 
Naranjo,  with  his  brigade  and  one  of  infantry.  All  this  line  under  command  of  General 
£spino8a,  quartermaster  of  the  army  corps. 

Another  column,  under  General  Hinojosa,  composed  of  the  Coahuila  brigade,  fifty  infantiy 
and  fifty  cavalry  of  Tamaulipas  volunteers,  cut  off  the  road  from  Bagdad.  The  reserve, 
formed  of  the  2a  infantry  brigade,  and  a  column  of  cavalry,  with  the  Supremos  Poderes 
Yalle  de  Mexico,  and  sharpshooters  of  the  Naranjo  brigade,  were  stationed  in  order.  The 
artillery,  the  baggage,  the  supplies,  hospitals,  and  trains  were  arranged  last. 

Orders  were  given  for  the  attack  General  Hinojosa  and  Cortina  were  to  begin  the  attack 
with  their  columns  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  while  the  centre  was  to  Qiake  a  feint  in 
front  for  diversion. 

October  25. — A  hard  north  wind  and  rain  began  at  2  a.  m.  and  continued  till  5.  The 
columns  in  position  near  the  enemy*s  forts  fell  back,  afler  the  hour  for  attack  had  passed, 
because  no  signal  had  been  given  on  account  of  bad  weather.    However,  they  opened  fire  at 
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balf  past  fonr,  and  the  oolamns,  on  hearim^  die  si^^l,  began  the  attack  with  great  vigor 
General  Hinoiosa  took  the  fort  they  attacked,  and  entered  the  city,  going  as  far  as  Independ- 
ence square,  drying  the  enemy  before  them  ;  but  the  latter  being  re-enforced  by  troops  from 
the  other  forts,  and  aided  by  the  steamer  La  Antonia,  shelling  us  in  the  rear,  qtoyb  us  back 
tkywly,  till  we  had  reached  oar  first  position  in  good  order.  General  Hinojosa  and  Colonel 
Adolto  Garza  were  both  wounded. 

At  tbn  moment  the  left  attacked  with  the  same  spirit ;  General  Cortina  silenced  one  fort 
and  captured  another ;  but  the  enemy's  reserye,  now  free,  hastened  to  the  attack,  and  drove 
him  ba^k.    He  retreated  in  good  order  to  his  first  position. 

Although  preparations  were  made  for  a  simultaneous  attack,  the  rain  interrupted  it,  and 
the  result  was  partial.  Nevertheless,  the  troops  fought  bravely,  and  caused  great  slaughter 
in  the  enemy's  ranks,  but  the  result  was  not  decisive. 

The  enemy  having  succeeded  in  repulsing  us,  ordered  out  the  cavalry  three  successive 
timce  upon  our  centre,  and  was  driven  back  to  the  centre  of  the  town  in  great  disorder,  though 
eootinuing  to  cannonade  us  with  little  effect.  On  the  evening  of  this  day  the  Canales  brigMe 
urived,  and  was  placed  in  the  reserve.  The  firing  between  our  line  and  the  enemy's  con- 
tinned  the  whole  day. 

A  road  was  made  for  the  artilleiy  up  to  the  intrenchments,  the  esplanades  were  completed, 
and  ammunition  was  got  ready.    The  north  wind  then  brought  on  an  unceasing  rain. 

(ktoier  26. — The  rain  did  not  cease,  the  trenches  were  completely  Inundated,  and  the  troops 
had  to  hale  them  out  The  plaza  continued  to  cannonade  our  lines  at  intervals,  and  very 
fieebly.  Orders  were  given  in  the  afternoon  to  open  the  artillery  upon  the  plaza ;  the  can- 
nonade began  at  half  past  five,  and  stopped  at  dark.  The  enemy  answered  feeblj.  The 
north  wind  calmed,  but  the  rain  continued. 

OetoUr  27. — Moi^  rain.  A  shop  is  fixed  up  for  mounting  artillery.  The  sharpshooting 
ef  the  line  is  brisk,  corresponding  to  that  of  the  enemy.  The  Garza  section  comes  up  with 
•ne  hundred  men,  and  is  stationed  on  the  right  wing,  at  the  Quintero  house,  to  relieve  Gen- 
«ml  Vega's  two  hundred,  who  go  to  re-enforce  the  reserves.  The  enemy  makes  a  cavalry 
attack  on  the  centre  and  left  of  our  line,  but  is  promptly  driven  back. 

October  2d. — The  enemy  makes  a  sally  upon  our  right  with  two  hundred  horse,  and  a  bat- 
talion firom  the  fort  sustains  them,  while  a  brisk  cannonade  continues,  in  order  to  support  the 
attack  which  has  begun.  After  a  short  contest  they  are  driven  back  to  the  plaza.  We  did  not 
Bake  use  of  our  reserves.    The  fire  of  the  riflemen  continues. 

October  29. — The  riflemen  continue.  The  enemy  attempts  to  shut  in  their  position  bv  making 
trenches  from  fort  to  fort,  constantly  molested  by  our  battery.  Our  left  battery  is  not  disturbed; 
it  begins  upon  the  plaza,  cross-firing  wiih  the  centre  battery.  Though  cannon  cartridges  are 
Bade  rapidly  thev  begin  to  fail.    The  riflemen  continue  their  firing  all  day. 

October  30. — ^The  centre  prepares  an  advance  and  flank  movement  to  join  the  left.  Fresh  es- 
planades are  formed  and  new  batteries  constructed.    The  rain  continues  with  force. 

October  31. — Sallies  from  the  town  are  driven  back.  Firing  continues.  The  batteries 
OB  both  sides  are  almost  silent,  ours  for  want  of  ammunition.  The  rain  continues  una- 
bated. 

Nottwtber  I, — Continued  rain.    Riflemen  keep  up  slow  firing. 

NoMmber  2.— Bad  weather.     Continuous  fire.    A  few  sallies  from  the  town,   without 

DMOlt. 

November  3. — Bitter  weather.    Ammunition  very  scarce. 

Nooember  4. — Good  weather.    Firing  of  the  riflemen  continues. 

November  5. — Canales's  brigade  is  ordered  to  move  towards  Bagdad  at  night  to  cut  off 
Replies  and  communications  of  the  enemy.  The  line  is  told  to  save  its  ammunition  as 
it  becomes  quite  scarce. 

No€ew%ber  6. — The  flank  movement  is  discontinued  and  the  works  finished. 

November  7. — The  headquarters  are  moved  with  the  line.  The  enemy  attack  our  centre 
•t  uigbt  with  infantry,  but  are  driven  back  in  disorder  to  the  town.  Orders  are  issued 
fcr  tw  army  to  fall  back  one  league  and  a  half  from  town,  to  a  place  called  La  Marcelina. 
Information  is  received  at  headquarters  that  a  steamer  is  coming  up  the  river  with  an  aid 
flf  French  marines  for  the  place.  Colonel  Canales  is  commanded  to  stop  that  boat  by  an 
tttick  from  shore.  The  steamer  is  attacked  the  same  day,  some  of  its  crew  are  wounded, 
but  it  manages  to  get  up  the  river.  Colonel  Trevifio  informs  us  the  French  have  left  Mon- 
ytnj  for  SaTdllo.  He  is  ordered  to  get  nearer  to  the  town,  watch  the  enemy,  and  see  what 
^Bvction  he  has  taken.  Colonel  Canales  reports  that  he  cannot  continue  his  march  to  Bag- 
iod  on  account  of  the  rains  that  have  inundated  the  whole  country.  A  battery  that  was 
•iicred  arrives. 

November  8. — The  camp  is  struck  and  forces  b€^in  to  move.    The  enemy  observing  it,   • 
•ttsck  us,  but  is  repulsed.    Tents  pitched  in  the  Marcelina  plain. 

November  9, — ^Encamped  in  the  same  place.  Abundant  rains.  The  enemy  mnkes  a  sally ; 
i  fioe  of  battle  is  formed  to  receive  hliu ;  but  not  venturing,  he  returns  to  the  town,  after 
destrojiog  and  burning  several  ranches  in  the  vicinity. 

November  ]0. — In  search  of  dryer  ground  the  camp  is  moved  to  the  plain  of  Real! to. 

November  11  amd  12. — Nothing  new.  < 

Novewtber  ISi. — News  is  received  confirming  the  movements  of  the  French  at  Monterey ; 
piztof  them  remain  in  Saltillo,  and  the  rest  of  the  column,  800  men,  march  towards  Monflipva.^ 
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November  14.— Order  is  issued  for  the  armj  to  go  into  quarters,  leaving  tbe  cayaliy  to 
watch  the  enemy.  I  go  to  Monterey  to  direct  the  operations  in  Ae  attack  on  that  pJAoe. 
I  take  the  Naranjo  brigade  with  me.  I  will  give  you  dae  notice  of  my  march  to  Monte- 
rey ;  and  now  conclude  by  calling  the  attention  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  remiblie 
to  the  preceding  report.  It  shows  that  the  extreme  weather  our  smdiers  had  to  snffer  m 
their  peculiar  situation,  and  the  want  of  ammunition,  incidents  over  whidi  we  have  no 
control,  prevented  our  gallant  soldiers  from  taking  Matamoras.  If  its  garrison  had  accepted 
the  many  challenges  we  offered  them,  and  haa  come  out  into  the  open  plain  to  give  ns 
battle,  the  result  would  have  been  very  different. 

At  the  camp  in  the  plain  of  Realito,  November  14,  1865. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 


No.  3. 

[Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OP  STATE,  OFFICE  OP  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  PIRST. 

The  citizen  President  has  been  pleased  to  see  the  report  of  operations  against  Matamoras 
in  your  note  of  the  14th  of  November,  which  I  am  now  answering.  The  valor  and  determin- 
ation oi^the  troops  that  fought  under  your  orders;  their  sufferings  from  bad  weather  and 
want  of  provisions ;  the  good  conduct  of  the  chiefs  and  officers  m  the  various  fights  that 
took  place  at  that  time,  and  your  own  prudence,  have  deserved  the  President's  esteem,  and 
have  proved,  although  the  final  design  was  not  accomplished,  that  they  are  worthy  of  the 
cause  they  defend,  and  that  the  countrv  can  trust  to  their  valor  for  safety  and  final  triumph. 
I  communicate  this  to  you,  by  order  of  the  President,  for  your  satisfaction,  and  the  gratifica- 
tion of  all  those  who  fought  under  you  at  the  siege  of  Matamoras. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Paso  del  Norte,  January  9,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Chief  of  the  Army  Corps  of  the  Norths  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  4. 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— CORPS  OP  THE  ARMY  OP  THE  NORTH— GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

On  the  22d  instant  I  set  out  from  Cadereita  Jimenez  with  a  part  of  the  corps  of  the  army 
of  the  north,  composed  bf  the  first  and  second  New  Leon  bngades  and  two  squadrons  of 
Coahuila  rifles,  passing  the  night  at  Gaudalupe,  one  league  Brom  the  town  of  Monterey. 
At  daybreak  a  traitor  force  garrisoning  the  place  opened  fire  on  my  advance  guard,  and,  as 
was  anticipated,  attacked^  my  camp,  for  thej  knew  Colonel  Ruperto  Martinez  with  three 
hundred  men  had  not  yet  joined  me ;  and  I  gave  orders  for  defence.  After  cannonading  our 
advance,  the  enemy  detached  three  strong  colurans,  protected  by  sharpshooters,  and  attacked 
our  troops  with  the  peatest  determination.  The  fight  soon  became  general.  The  enemy, 
vexed  by  our  tenacious  resistance,  hesitated  a  moment,  when  a  charge  of  cavalry  under 
Colonel  Trevifio  on  their  flank  and  rear,  and  the  ardor  of  our  men  in  front,  disconcerted  him, 
and  caused  a  complete  rout,  and  he  sought  safety  by  a  retreat  to  the  town.  In  this  first  ac- 
tion the  enemy  left  his  dead  and  wound^  in  our  hands,  with  many  prisoners  and  a  quantity 
of  side-arms  and  guns. 

Martinez's  force  having  joined  me  the  next  day,  I  decided  to  attack  the  town,  mad  gave 
orders  to  that  effect.  Three  columns  for  attack  were  arranged :  the  two  first  of  infantry, 
under  Colonel  Francisco  Naranjo  an)}  Commander  Ruperto  Martinez,  and  the  cavalry  undar 
the  gallant  Colonel  Sostenes  Rocha,  the  whole  commanded  by  the  brave  Colonel  Geronimo 
Trevino.  They  were  to  attack  the  small  forts  of  Muralla  and  Carlota,  and  having  carried 
them,  to  assault  the  northern  part  of  the  town.  Another  line  of  three  columns — one  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Antonio  Garcia,  •and  the  other  under  Commander  Joaquin  Garza  Leal, 
and  commanded  personally  by  me — was  to  divert  the  enemy  by  attacking  the  forts  of  Cueata 
and  Pueblo.  With  these  orders,  the  attack  began.  All  our  troops  displayed  such  energy 
that  the  forts  were  soon  taken,  with  many  prisoners,  some  escaping  to  the  citadel  and  oth&n 
to  Fort  Obispo,  giving  up  the  plaza  with  slight  resistance.  The  enemy  lost  manv  dead  and 
wounded,  and  we  took  more  than  two  hundred  prisoners,  the  most  of  them  armed. 

On  our  side,  we  only  lost  six  officers  and  seven  men  among  the  dead  and  wounded.  In 
this  stage  of  affairs,  when  my  tired  soldiers  were  preparing  for  repose,  I  was  informed  that  a 
French  column  firom  Saltillo  was  advancing  to  help  the  traitors.  In  fact,  soon  after  this  in- 
Digitized  by  ^ —  ^  ^  J.  ..^ 
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formatioii,  the  Frencli,  under  the  darkness  of  tbe  night,  and  ^ded  bj  a  eolnmn  of  tridtora, 
stealthily  entered  the  town,  advanced  to  the  centre,  and  be&ran  a  general  attack  upon  our 
troops.  I  resisted  them  with  a  small  company  of  infantry  till  ray  troops  could  form.  This 
wai  soon  aoccHoplished.  Commander  Isidro  Treyino,  with  the  Rio  Grande  squadron  on  the 
ftuik«  and  my  infantry  in  firont,  drove  them  back,  and  Colonel  Rocha,  profiting  by  the  event, 
charged  with  his  eolnmn,  and  we  succeeded  completely  in  driving  the  French  and  traitors 
before  ns  till  they  were  out  of  the  town.  They  left  27  dead,  carrying  off  many  wounded. 
We  took  a  few  traitor  prisoners,  many  lances  and  guns,  and  several  horses. 

I  could  recommend  many  chiefs,  officers,  and  even  soldiers,  to  your  notice  for  their  heroic 
deeds,  but  I  will  only  jiay  that  all  did  their  duty ;  and  with  men  of  that  kind,  we  will  soon^ 
we  the  independence  and  liberty  of  our  dear  country  redeemed. 

I  have  sent  out  scouts  towairds  SaltiUo  and  Marin  to  watch  the  French  in  that  direction. 
I  hear  that  Jeanningros  himself  is  in  command  of  them.    I  will  act  as  circumstances  reoulre. 

Have  the  kindness,  Mr.  Minister,  to  cong^tulate  the  President  upon  these  victories  of  our 
fivoes,  gained  on  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  ii^tant,  against  the  enemies  of  a  republic  of  which 
you  are  the  worthy  representative. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Monterey,  November  25,  1865. 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 

The  MixiSTER  OF  War  and  Marine 

Hjf  the  Mexican  Republic,  Chihuahua, 


No.  5. 
[Translation.  ] 

DEP^kRTMENT  OP  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  FIRST. 

In  vour  communication  of  the  25th  of  November  last,  from  Monterey,  you  inform  the 
Presiaent  of  the  republic  of  the  feats  of  arms  at  the  capture  of  that  place  on  the  23d  and 
i4th  of  the  tome  month,  and  of  driving  back  a  French  force  that  tried  to  recover  it  on  the 
25th.  The  President  appreciates,  in  all  its  merit,  this  courag^us  undertaking,  and  is  pleased 
with  the  courage  displayed  by  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  men  whog^ned  this  national  tnumph. 
He  therefore  commands  me  to  congratulate  you  and  your  brave  men,  in  the  country's  name, 
and  thank  them  for  their  g^ood  services. 

Independence  and  liberty  t    Paso  del  Norte,  Januaxy  9,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Chief  of  the  Army  Corpe  of  the  North,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  6. 
[Translation.] 

HCXICAK  republic— ARMY  CORPS  OP  THE  NORTH— GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

As  the  reports  were  many  and  frequent,  not  only  from  my  scouts,  but  from  individuals, 
te  ^  Fnnich  were  coming  in  force  to  aid  those  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  Obispado  and 
C^odadela,  and  knowing  that  a  large  force  of  French  had  already  reached  San  Francisco, 
oolj  one  lei^e  and  a  half  from  the  town,  I  prepared  to  evacuate  it.  Orders  were  given  to 
iMve  it  half  past  two  in  the  afternoon.  These  were  obeyed  with  promptness  and  order,  in 
i^t  of  the  forts  Obispo  and  Cuidadela,  and  their  garrisons  did  not  venture  to  interrupt  us. 
I  divided  my  force  into  two  columns :  the  first  and  best  went  in  ^e  direction  of  Cadereita, 
MvwttheeoemT;  the  other,  composed  of  firesh  recruits,  took  the  right,  on  the  slopes  of 
8«ddie  hill,  and  Joined  the  first  at  Cadereita. 

When  #e  had  gone  about  four  leagues,  the  French  cavalry,  aided  by  some  infantry,  at- 
^Kked  ear  rearguard ;  but  after  a  small  skirmish,  they  were  driven  off,  leaving  one  dead 
*>4  CMrjing  off  several  wounded.  We  had  three  wounded  and  eight  missing. 
Jw  rear  guards  of  both  C4>lunms  only  participated  in  these  encounters,  and  afterwtirds 
i^^wmI  their  eotnmns.  The  enemy  enterea  Monterey  that  night ;  my  troops  rested  for  the 
■(fit  in  the  vidnity  of  Cadereita. 

To-morrow  I  will  continue  my  march  to  China,  to  bo  nearer  the  troops  I  left  in  front  of 
ymwiis  and  those  I  sent  to  Camargo,  for  that  place  has  also  been  re-enforced  by  foreign 

.naMe  assure  the  President  of 'the  republic  that  the  troops  of  this  army  corps  will  fight 
^'ithoQt  rest  for  the  cause  of  a  national  independence  till  it  is  attained  in  this  quarter,  and 
^  then  follow  the  enemy  to  any  nart  of  the  territory  they  may  occupy, 
liberty  and  independence !    Cadereita,  November  25,  1865. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 
T'w  firatvTART  OF  State  akd  War  Office,  ^  i 

(wherever  it  may  be.)  Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 
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No.  7. 
fTranslatlon.] 

BBPARTMENT  OP  STATE  AND  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE — SECTION  FIRST. 

I  have  informed  the  President  of  the  republic  of  your  communication  of  the  25th  of  No- 
vember last,  dated  in  Cadereita  Jimenez,  after  your  evacuation  of  Monterey. 

The  reasons  you  give  for  that  act,  and  your  subsequent  action  in  regard  to  the  enemy,  are 
approved  by  the  President,  who  trusts  to  your  prudence  to  increase  and  preserve  the  forces 
under  your  command. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Paso  del  Norte,  January  9,  1866. 

MEJIA. 
General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Chief  of  the  Northern  Army  Corps.,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  8. 

[Translation.] 

In  the  New  Era  of  the  30th  December  last.  No.  2,  a  paper  published  by  the  enemy  in 
Chihuahua,  we  find  the  following  report,  taken  from  a  San  Luis  paper.  We  insert  H  to 
show  that  even  the  enemy  confesses  the  facts  about  Monterey  ;  but  be  adds  that  Qeneral 
Escobedo  was  subsequently  routed,  which  is  entirely  false,  as  his  communications  show  : 

KZPEDITIONABT  00BP8  OF  MEXICO — COMIIAKDAKCT  OF  THB  M0BTHBA8T->THB  GUtBEAL  OOMKANDIKa. 

San  Luis  Potosi,  November  29,  1860. 

Mb.  Prkfict  :  I  have  just  received  from  Monterey  the  notice  that  the  dissidents  attacked 
that  city  on  the  22d  instant,  wit  i  a  force  of  one  thousand  men.  On  the  24th  they  got 
possession  of  the  greater  part  of  the  city,  while  the  imperial  troops  remained  in  the  cita- 
del. Aid  having  arrived  from  Saltillo  ou  the  morning  of  the  26th,  and  General  Jeannin- 
gros  having  returned  hastily  from  Monclova,  the  enemy  retreated  precipitately,  but  was 
overtaken  at  Lerna  river  and  completely  rooted,  with  great  loss.  We  had  but  one  man 
killed  and  ten  wounded  on  our  side,  two  of  which  are  officers. 

Receive,  Mr.  Prefect,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration.  General  com- 
manding the  northeast, 

F.  DOUAY. 

No.  9. 

[Translation.] 

Proted  qf  the  merchanU  and  retidenU  of  the  city  qf  Matafnorat  agaifuft  the  aets  </  the  ffovemmaU  qf  • 
the  United  States  €tnd  its  rqoreietUatwes, 

We,  the  undersigned,  merchants  and  residents  of  Matamoras,  Mexico,  having  been  for 
over  eight  months  the  patient  neutral  spectators  of  many  disgraceful  occurrences  on  this 
frontier,  and  having  sufiered  with  resignation  all  the  hardships  and  losses  thereby  produced, 
and  finding  our  guarantees  violated,  and  most  vital  inter^ts  every  day  more  endangered 
by  the  most  serious  and  arbitrary  outside  influence  beyond  the  hope  of  amelioration,  con- 
sider it  our  duty,  as  the  representatives  of  laige  commercial  interests,  and  as  friends  and 
snpporters  of  order,  law,  and  justice,  publicly  to  denounce  the  acts  of  certain  United  Statee 
oflScials  on  this  frontier,  and  to  protest  solemnly  against  the  United  States  government  and 
its  officers,  by  adopting  and  publishing  the  following  resolutions,  viz : 

First.  That  we  have  frequently  read  with  disgust  in  certain  America  news^pers  the 
grossest  misrepresentations  of  the  political  state  of  aflkirs  on  this  frontier,  obviously  made 
with  the  evil  intent  to  mislead  the  sound  judgment  of  the  American  people,  and  to  preju- 
dice them  against  the  present  defaeto  government  of  Mexico,  in  favor  of  a  Juarez  party, 
which  at  present  has  no  more  foothold  or  basis  of  operation  on  this  frontier  than  that  af- 
forded by  the  United  States  military  and  civil  authorities  on  the  Texas  side  of  the  Rio 
Grande. 

Second.  That  it  is  against  the  morality  and  dignity  of  the  people  and  govemment  of 
the  United  States  that  in  Brownsville  and  along  the  frontier  almost  daily  ofifences  against 
the  professed  neutrality  of  the  United  States  are  committed  and  suffered  under  the  eyee  of 
the  United  States  authorities  ;  and  that  their  repeated  assurances  in  regard  to  their  nea- 
trality  in  Mexican  affairs  are  plainly  contradicted  by  the  encouragement  and  aid  they  more 
or  less  openly  and  covertly  lend  to  the  Mexican  paitisans,  whose  headquarters  are  in  Browns- 
ville, in  their  armed  invasions  and  raids  from  the  territory  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico. 
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Third.  That  the  con  tin  nance  of  the  armed  opposition*  to  the  imperial  government  of 
Mexico  on  thig  northern  frontier ;  the  insecurity  of  the  roads  leading  to  the  interior ;  the 
intermption  of  all  trade ;  the  depreciation  and  destruction  of  all  kind  of  merchandise, 
Taloesaod  property  ;  the  perpe^ratton  of  every  species  of  crime ;  the  devastation  and  pil- 
kge  of  all  the  smaller  towns,  villages  and  farms  in  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  and 
CDQsequent  ruin  of  innumerable  people—that  all  these  calamities  are  the  lamentable  results 
of  that  underhand  and  immoral  policy  enacted  by  some  representatives  of  the  United  Btates 
government  on  this  frontier. 

Fourth.  That  the  latest  offence  against  the  peace  and  the  happiness  of  the  people  of 
Mexico,  the  surprise  and  pillage  of  the  town  of  Bagdad  by  United  States  negro  troops,  under 
the  command  of  their  regular  oflScers,  daring  the  night  of  the  4th  to  the  6th  of  January  ; 
the  carrying  off  of  the  plunder  publicly  to  the  Texas  side  of  the  river,  and  the  delivery  of  that 
important  town  to  the  so-called  liberals,  who  came  from  the  neutral  soil  of  the  United 
States  in  the  track  of  the  United  States  Invading  forces,  we  can  only  designate  as  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  the  criminal  neglect  of  the  United  States  authorities  on  this  frontier,  if  not 
of  their  connivance  in  an  act  of  vandalism  without  parallel  in  modern  history,  which,  as  a 
shameful  disregard  of  international  law  and  obligation,  will  remain  a  disgrace  to  the  na- 
tioDal  and  military  honor  of  the  United  States,  and  a  stain  of  infamy  to  those  of  their 
officers  Implicated  lu  this  filibustering  enterprise,  which  is  not  even  mitigated  by  du^in- 
?estigation  and  the  condign  punishment  of  the  criminals. 

fifth.  That  we  apprehend  that  unless  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  take  im- 
mediate and  efficient  steps  to  check  the  arbitraiy  Interference  of  its  cheers  in  Mexican  af- 
6in,  and  prevent  these  offences  against  neutrality,  as  before  mentioned,  as  well  as  the 
armed  invasion  of  filibustering  bands  from  United  States  territory  into  Mexico,  entire  ruin 
and  destruction  will  be  brought  upon  the  whole  population  of  this  frontier,  and  upon  the 
commercial  community  of  Matamoras  in  particular  ;  and  we  therefore  protest  solemnly  and 
loudly  before  the  whole  world,  and  in  the  name  of  civilization  and  public  morality,  against 
the  United  States  of  America  for  the  faithlessness  of  their  officers  and  authorities,  in  har- 
boring, aiding,  and  abetting  organized  bands  of  filibusters  in  their  armed  invasion  into  Mex- 
ko  for  the  destruction  of  public  peace,  order,  and  security  in  this  country,  and  for  all  the 
losses  and  injuries  thereby  done  and  caused,  and  yet  to  be  caused,  to  the  people  of  this  fron- 
tier in  general,  and  to  us  merchants  and  residents  in  particular,  in  our  properties  and  bodies, 
we  charge  the  government  of  the  United  States  as  directly  responsible. 

Sixth.  That  whilst  we  acknowledge  with  admiration  and  gratitude  the  indefiitigable  zeal 
of  his  excellency  General  Mejia,  under  the  most  critical  drcumstanoes  and  notwithstanding 
many  provocations,  in  maintaining  poice  and  harmony  in  the  daily  intercourse  of  the 
people  of  both  nations  on  this  frontier,  and  order  and  security  in  this  department  under 
his  immediate  command  and  protection,  we  consider  the  personal  and  commercial  in- 
terest at  stake  in  Blatamoras  still  sufficiently  large  to  merit  the  serious  consideration  and 
prompt  action  of  the  imperial  government  for  more  ample  protection  and  relief,  as  a  oon- 
tioiumce  of  the  present  deplorable  state  of  affairs  cannot  fail  to  bring  upon  us  complete 
nhk,  as  well  as  blame  and  responsibility  on  the  government. 

Seventh.  That  these  resolutions  be  printed  and  submitted,  through  our  consuls  and  1e- 
SalioDS,  to  our  respective  governments,  and  communicated  to  his  excellency  General  Mejia, 
to  Oeoeral  Weitzel,  commanding  United  States  forces  at  Brownsville,  and  published  in  the 
principal  newspapers  in  the  United  States,  Mexico,  and  Europe. 
So  resolved  and  subscribed  at  Matamoras,  Mexico,  on  the  16th  day  of  January,  1866. 
Santiago  Ilurria,  Joe^  San  Roman,  Paul  Zum,  Simon  Oelaya,  Drcege  Oetling  &  Co.,Froo. 
Itnrria,  P.  J.  Garcia  y  Ho.,  Charies  Oulmell,  I.  Soils,  Miguel  J.  Quin,  Vtr.  Pretet  &  Co., 
Bale  Jt  Co.,0.  Talamon,  Dessommes  &  Co.,  Henry  Graham,  and  120  other  names. 

consul's  OXBTinCATB. 

We,  the  undersigned,  vice-consuls  of  Spain,  Prussia,  Prance,  anS  England,  hereby  certify 
ihat  we  have  compared  the  preceding  document  with  the  original,  and  find  it  to  be  a  true 
ind  oonect  copy  of  the  same.  We  further  certify  that,  from  ihe  best  information  we  have 
l)eeQ  able  to  obtain,  and  from  the  solemn  protests  and  declarations  made  before  us  by  sev- 
cnl  of  our  ooontrymen,  sufferers  by  the  outrages  at  Bagdad,  it  is  our  belief  that  the  con- 
tents of  the  foregoing  resolutions  ar^  in  every  respect  just  and  true. 
Matamwas,  January  23,  1866. 

El  Viee-coMul  de  Eipana^ 

DIMA8  DE  TORRES  VELASQUEZ. 
Le  Vke-contul  de  Prance, 

C.  U.  FROSSARD. 
For  Viee-eontul  qf  Pnutia, 

LUIS  SCHUHMACHER. 
CHA8.  BAGNALL,  .Z^.,rx^]c> 

Her  BriUmnic  jrq;«<y'*tM6tf^  l^ 
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.  No.  10. 

Hbadquabtkbs  District  or  Rio  Qeakdb, 

January  25,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  forward  to  you,  indorsed,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  docamentn  that  I  have 
eyer  seen.  I  would  have  retoroed  It  at  once  had  I  not  perceived  that  its  effect  is  clearly  to 
produce  a  false  impression  in  foreign  countries,  and  because  it  is  signed  by  names  that  have 
always  been  considered  here  eminently  respectable.  It  is  only  a  few  da3n5  since  that  I  sent 
to  Qeneral  Sheridan,  upon  his  order,  a  history  of  violations  of  neutrality  that  were  com- 
mitted on  the  other  side  of  the  river  during  our  recent  war.  I  sent  snffident  proof  to  con- 
vince any  one,  and  I  can  bring  an  enormous  quantity  more  if  required,  that  nearly  all  of 
the  firms,  if  not  all  of  them,  whose  names  are  affixed  to  the  enclosed  document,  supplied 
the  rebels  with  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing,  and  everything  else  that  was  contraband 
and  not  contraband  of  war.  I  sent  proof  that  the  American  steamer  Ike  Davis  was  cap- 
tured by  a  band  organised  in  Bagdad  and  run  into  Indianola  and  theie  sold.  That  one  of 
the  parties  who  committed  this  outrage  openly  boasted  of  it  in  the  streets  of  Matamoras. 

I  sent  proof  that  the  American  schooner  Florence  Bearce  was  burnt  by  parties  that  left 
Bagdad,  although  at  the  time  she  was  reported  to  be  lying  in  Mexican  waters. 

I  ynt  proof  that  upon  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  death  of  our  lamented  President 
mocl  graves  were  dug  and  mock  funerals  held  in  the  streets  of  Matamoras  and  Bagdad. 

I  sent  other  proof  showing  that  some  particular  firms,  whose  names  are  attached  to  the  en- 
dosed  document,  committed  particular  violations  of  neutrality.  I  would  have  sent  much 
more.  I  hear  more  every  day,  and  by  a  capture  only  yesterday  of  rebel  records  I  can  increase 
this  proof  to  an  enormous  extent.  But  I  sent  only  as  much  as  I  did  because  I  became  dis- 
gusted with  the  duplicity,  deceitful ness,  and  rascality  which  the  investigations  develop.  I 
have  seen  with  my  own  eyes  storehouses  that  were  nearly  filled  with  shoes  and  blankets  in- 
tended for  the  rebels,  and  owned  by  some  of  the  signers  of  this  wonderful  document.  It 
is  notorious  that  some  of  the  vice-consuls,  if  not  all  of  them,  whose  seal  is  attached  to  the 
enclosed  paper  were  engaged  in  contraband  trade  with  the  rebels.  Tet,  notwithstanding 
all  these  things  were  transpiring,  did  ever  any  of  these  gentlemen  sign  a  protest  against 
these  outrages  f  There  is  no  record  of  any.  Having  suffered  severe  losses  by  the  sudden 
collapse  of  the  rebellion,  and  through  their  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  rebel  cause, 
and  knowing  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  here  were  a  part  of  the  army  that  produced  that 
collapse,  they  turn  upon  us  now  with  bitter  invective,  and  vent  their  spleen  because,  for- 
sooth, we  will  not  permit  ourselves  to  be  used  by  them  as  police  officers,  or  detectives,  to 
Bmperor  Louis  Napoleon,  or  Maximilian  either.  I  do  not  understand  this  to  be  the  object 
fbr  which  I  or  my  comrades  are  placed  here,  and  therefore  do  not,  nor  permit  my  command 
to  act  as  such.  The  sixth  resolution  presented  by  these  mercants  explains  the  secret  of 
the  troubles  they  complain  of.  They  have  not  sufficient  troops  to  preserve  the  communi- 
cations  for  trade,  or  even  to  guard  the  smaller  towns,  and  instead  of  distinctly  laying  the 
blame  at  the  feet  of  the  power  which  they  profess  so  much  to  admire,  they  turn  upon  us. 

Their  first  resolution  merits  my  remarks  only  so  far  as  it  implies  that  all  the  power  which 
the  liberal  forces  on  the  frontier  nave  springs  mrectly  from  us.  For  months  before  we  came 
here  their  trade  communicatious  were  insecure.  All  over  Mexico  to-day,  I  am  told,  all  the 
communications  are  either  cut  off  or  are  hazardous,  and  by  forces  acting  under  President 
Juarez,  whose  power  these  ^ntlemen  pretend  so  much  to  despise.  I  know  that  our  arrival 
and  presence  here  have  g^ven  the  liberals  much  moral  support,  and  some  of  my  officers  or 
men  may  haie,  unknown  to  me,  given  material  aid.  But  for  these  things  I  cannot  be  held 
responsible.  I  cannot  control  the  private  feeling  of  my  officers  and  men;  neither  can  my 
govemmenl  be  held  responsible  for  this.  But,  didnot  the  advent  of  the  French  and  Austrians 
give  the  rebels  equally  as  much  moral  support  7  I  have  already  forwarded  enough  evidence 
to  show  these  same  merchants  gave  them  as  much  material  support  as  the  rebel  cotton  would 
buy.  The  second  resolution  is  an  untruth  from  beginning  to  end,  excepting  so  much  as 
says  that  I  have  given,  id  the  name  of  my  government,  repeated  assurances  that  I  desired 
to  observe  strict  neutrality,  and  had  so  order^  my  command  to  do.  The  third  resolution  is 
answered  in  my  reply  to  the  second.  The  fourth  resolution  is  untrue  in  manv  respects.  I 
have  arrested  all  of  those  that  were  engaged  in  the  pillage  and  capture  of  Bagdad,  who  have 
thus  far  been  identified.  I  have  a  commission  now  in  session  to  investigate  tne  whole  affUr, 
and  have,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability,  and  in  accordance  with  law.  taken  evenr 
step  that  I  could  to  remedy  every  evil  complainea  of  inthis  resolution,  as  my  official  reoor£i 
show.  No  one  deplores  this  outrage  more  than  I  do.  No  one  condemns  it  more  than  I  do, 
and  my  action  has  been  accordingly.  But  should  not  an  equal  amount  of  blame  of  thla 
outrage  be  thrown  upon  that  power  which  guards  so  important  a  point  as  Bagdad  with  so 
insignificant  a  force,  that  a  small  band  of  filibusters  can  capture  and  pillage  it  7  Or  do 
these  gentlemen  think  it  my  duty  to  g^rd  their  towns  and  goods  7  I  have  disavowed  the 
capture  and  pillage  of  Bagdad.  It  was  not  known  to  me  until  12  o'clock  on  Friday,  the 
5th  instant.  I  know  that  my  govetnment  will  disavow  it.  I  placed  the  town  in  the  hands 
of  no  one.    I  found  it  on  Son&j,  the  7th  instant,  in  possession  of  a  part  of  the  same  gar- 
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risoD  wbich  held  it  the  Sunday  previotis.  Thej  were  all  newlj-eonverted  **  liberals,"  under 
well-known  liberal  commanderB.  If  this  garrison  had  not  proved  false  to  its  colorSi  I  would 
hare  found  it  in  imperial  possession.  Am  I  responsible  because  the  garrison  deserted  and 
proTed  false  7  Why,  no  longer  ago  than  yesterday  the  garrison  consisted  entirely  of  newly- 
eoDTerted  liberals.  All  tbe  measures  in  the  fifth  resolution  that  are  by  these  merchants  con- 
mdered  necessair  to  be  t^en  by  us  have  been  taken.  The  sixth  resolution  tells  the  whole 
story.  They  admit  there  that  the  imperialists  haye  not  given  them  sufficient  protection ;  yet 
Aej  blame  us  for  the  eyils  resulting  therefrom.  The  seventh  resolution  shows  that  the  insertion 
of  this  whole  document  is  to  create  an  erroneous  impression  abroad.  The  whole  document 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  fabrication  of  some  blatant  stay-at-home  ex-rebel  or  disappointed  cot- 
|Cko  speculator.  I  belieye  that  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  signed  it  did  not  read  it,  as  I  can 
Ecaret^y  believe  that  some  whose  names  are  affixed  would  sign  such  a  document  As  it  is  to 
be  so  widely  distributed,  I  have  given  every  facility  to  have  this  published. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Major  Qtmeral  Commandi»g, 
Brevet  Colonel  C.  H.  Whijtleset, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  Texas. 


No.  11. 
[franslatioa.] 

Tampico,  January  14, 1866. 

Since  my  last,  the  city  of  Victoria,  the  capital  of  thisState,  has  been  reoc<iupied  by  the 
Hbtral  forces  under  General  Mendez,  who,  as  we  are  told%y  the  French,  has  augmented  his 
force  with  two  or  three  hundred  negroes  from  Texas,  which  is,  however,  quite  doubtful. 

Stirring  events  are  now  of  frequent  occurrence  in  this  State,  and  i^e  liberals  are  moving  with 
Duch  energy.  The  forces  under  Mendez  have  recently  captured  two  hundred  and  fifty  freight 
moles  near  Tancasneqvd,  with  a  large  quantity  of  merchandise.  This  is  another  severe  check 
imon  the  commerce  between  this  port  and  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  fully  exposes  the  impotency 
or  the  so-called  imperial  power  to  control  this  country  or  to  secure  any  real  or  stable  hold 
open  it.  But  the  end  of  tnis  imperial  farce  is  fast  approaching,  and  little  Maximilian  will 
letom  to  his  great  and  good  friend  with  his  brutal  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  last  as  a  testi- 
BMnial  of  his  disgrace,  and  to  follow  him  with  the  memory  of  the  assassinations  that  have 
taken  place  under  it  of  thousands  of  defenceless  Mexicans,  whose  only  crime  was  that  they 
loved  their  native  land. 

Dnpin  has  returned  to  Vera  Cruz,  with  the  brevet  of  brigadier  general,  and  has  taken  oom- 
■ano  of  the  contra-guerillas  in  that  State.  It  is  impossible  to  know  what  will  be  tbe  result 
of  bis  operations ;  but  if  the  liberals  are  now  as  determined  near  Vera  Cruz  and  Tabasco  as 
tbej  hare  been  elsewhere,  he  may,  from  their  numbers,  meet  with  that  retributive  justice  at 
thor  hands  which  his  infamous  crimes  and  assassinations,  and  the  ravages  he  has  committed 
in  this  State,  demand.  Yesterday  one  hundred  and  fifty  French  troops  arrived  here  from 
Vcfi  Cms.  They  are  to  be  sent  to  Tancasnequi  The  attempt  to  open  communication  with 
security  to  the  interior  is,  however,  a  failure. 

lb.  M.  BOMERO,  Washington. 


No.  12. 
[Translation.] 

Vera  Cruz,  January  20,  1866. 
Among  the  merchants  of  this  place,  as  elsewhere,  there  are  persons  of  different  political 
opimoos ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  French  houses,  all  are  open  in  their  expressions 
•ftiost  Maximilian  and  his  miserably  managed  government.  The  multitude  of  vessels-of- 
war  and  commerce  which  enter  and  arrive  at  this  port,  and  the  cars  which  pass  through  the 
ci^,  and  which  are  constantly  arriving  and  departing,  make  so  much  stir  that  you  might 
mk  Vera  Cruz  a  place  of  reid  commercial  importance.  But  all  this  is  delusive.  Nearly  all 
^  eflfocts  that  arrive  are  for  the  French  army,  and  are  a  drain  upon  the  country  instead  of 
jMfaig  it  benefit.  These  effects  pay  no  duty,  and  the  French  merchants  connected  with  the 
tnnj,  uuder  die  guise  of  this  privilege,  are  doing  the  most  scandalous  contraband  trade  that 
Us  ever  been  seen  in  this  or  any  other  country.  For  the  discharge  of  vessels  that  do  not 
wy  the  French  flag  there  are  a  thousand  difficulties  placed  in  the  way.  The  wharf  is  very 
^Bited  in  its  capacity,  and  is  not  over  three  hundred  feet  in  length  by  thirty  in  width.  Of 
this  neariy  all  is  monopolized  by  the  French  for  the  discharge  of  their  effscta.  The  ordinary 
^^i^eree  has  scarcely  any  space  at  all. 

f^y^^  ^here  are  many  vessels  discharging,  this  ridiculous  mole  or  wharf  is  quite  insufficient 
w  ordinary  purposes ;  so  you  can  imagine  what  are  the  inconveniences  to  the  regular  trade^ 
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at  the  present  time.  The  same  can  be  said  with  reg^d  to  the  transportation  hence  to  the 
interior.  ETerything  is  monopolized  by  the  military  and  the  French,  and  the  charge  bj  the 
railroad  for  the  twenty  leagues  hence  to  Paso  del  Macho  is  so  great  that  the  merchants  hare 
petitioned  for  the  wagons  to  be  allowed  to  come  down  to  Vera  Cruz,  as  formerly ;  but  this 
nas  been  peremptorily  refused  by  the  military  authorities. 

With  regard  to  Maximilian  and  his  court,  we  have  constantly  the  most  ridiculous  accounts. 
All  seems  the  veriest  farce.  Carlotta  asked  of  General  Bazaine  the  little  sum  of  |500,000  for 
her  journey  to  Yucatan,  which  she  procured;  but  the  modest  request  of  Maximilian  for  a 
single  million  of  dollars  to  expend  on  the  repairs  of  some  castle  he  nas  recently  purchased  in 
Europe  was  refused.  How  thin  the  veil  that  covers  all  these  proceedings.  Do  they  think 
the  people  do  not  know  where  the  money  comes  from  that  is  distributed  with  so  lavish  a  hand 
on  tneee  journeys,  all  under  the  guise  of  the  personal  charity  of  these  Austrians,  who  are 
fattening  on  the  toil  and  blood  of  poor  Mexico  ?  In  the  palace  at  the  city  of  Mexico  there  are 
now  no  longer  any  public  offices.  You  know  the  immense  size  of  that  edifice,  yet  all  is 
wanted  for  the  court  and  its  hangers-on.  Consequently  the  various  ministries,  with  uieir  sub- 
ordinate offices,  have  all  had  to  oe  removed  to  other  buildings,  which  have  been  purchased  or 
hired  for  that  purpose,  many  of  them  at  scandalous  rates,  of  French  subjects,  who  purchased 
them  at  the  sale  of  the  church  property.  Such  is  the  economy  of  this  **  highly  civilized" 
government  that  was  to  do  so  much  for  **  barbarous  "  Mexico.  The  annual  estimate  of  expen- 
ditures passed  by  the  last  congress,  in  1862  or  1863,  was,  for  the  entire  expense  of  the  na- 
tional government,  a  little  over  eight  million  dollars.  The  expenses  of  this  Austrian-French 
government  are  over  fift^  million  dollars  per  anfeium.  The  salarr  of  Maximilian  is  one  mil- 
Bon  dollars ;  that  of  Benito  Juarez  thirty  thousand  dollars.  And  yet  it  is  urged  that  Mexico 
is  to  be  benefited  by  all  this.  Is  there  more  security  now  than  before  1  Is  there  more  legit- 
imate conunerce,  more  prosperity,  more  tranquillity,  after  this  four  years  of  war  and  blood- 
shed! 

I  have  been  reliably  informed  tA  latterly  more  than  eight  thousand  packages  of  ordnance 
stores  have  been  transported  from  this  place  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  Frencn  have  worked 
at  this  with  such  activity  t^iat  there  are  now  six  great  depots  of  such  supplies  in  the  city  of 
Mexico,  without  counting  those  at  Puebla  and  the  immense  supplies  of  such  material  which 
already  existed  at  Mexico  and  in  the  interior.  For  what  are  these  preparations  T  The  United 
States  government  should  be  well  informed  of  all  that  goes  on  here,  and  there  cannot  be  too 
close  a  watch  kept  upon  all  preparations  of  this  nature. 

The  guerillas  are  again  upon  the  railroad,  and  yesterday  the  train  coming  in  from  Paso 
del  Mancho  was  attacked  by  them  with  loss  of  several  lives.  The  road  is  principally  guarded 
by  the  Egyptian  negroes.  Among  so  many  classes  of  foreign  soldiers  as  are  here  great  con- 
fusion and  clashing  exist.  The  Austrians  and  the  Belgians  may  be  said  to  amount  to  no 
thing ;  the  only  force  that  is  at  all  to  be  dreaded  is  the  French ;  their  troops  are  always  kept 
well  in  hand  and  are  efficient. 

Mr.  M.  Romero   WathingUm, 


Mn  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  February  18, 1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  copy  of  a  communi- 
cation I  have  received  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  relations 
of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  18th  of  January  last,  in  Paso  del  Norte, 
marked  No.  14,  and  annexed  documents,  from  which  it  appears  that  Captain 
D.  H.  Brothertpn,  of  the  United  States  army,  commanding  at  Fort  Bliss,  Texas, 
asked  permission  of  the  President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  in  the  name  of  Col- 
onel Edward  E.  Willis,  commander  of  an  expedition  against  the  Apache  Indians, 
and  General  James  H.  Carleton,  commander  of  the  district  of  New  Mexico,  to 
pass  with  his  troops  into  Mexican  territory,  in  case  of  necessity,  in  pursuit  of 
the  hostile  Indians. 

It  appears  from  the  same  documents  that  the  President  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public granted  the  permission. 

In  communicating  these  facts  to  you  as  a  new  proof  of  the  sentiments  of 
friendship  that  animate  the  Mexican  government  towards  the  United  States,  it 
is  pleasant  to  accept  the  opportunity  tnat  offers  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary, the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  EOMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^.  ^.^^^^^^  by Go^^.^ 
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No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

DCFARTMENT   OP   FOREIGN   RELATIONS    AND    GOVERNMENT— OFFICE    OF    RELATIONS- 
AMERICAN  SECTION— No.  14. 

Paso  del  Norte,  January  18, 1866. 
I  tend  yon  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  communication  addressed  to  me  yesterday  by 
Captein  D.  EL  Brotberton,  commander  at  Fort  Bliss,  Texas,  stating^  tbat  Colonel  Edward 
B.  Willis,  commander  of  an  expedition  against  tbe  Apacbe  Indians,  at  Fort  Sdden,  New 
Mexico,  bad  directed  him,  by  order  of  the  commander  of  the  district.  General  James  H. 
Garleton,  to  reqnest  permission  from  tbe  President  of  tbe  Mexican  republic  to  pass  with  his 
troops  into  Mexico,  across  tbe  division  line,  in  case  of  necessity,  in  pursuit  of  the  hostile 


I  also  enclose  you  copies  of  tbe  communications  sent  to-day  to  Colonel  Willis  and  Cap- 
tain Brotlierton,  informing  them  tbat  tbe  President  had  granted  the  permission. 

I  communicate  this  to  you  for  your  information,  and  mat  you  may  make  it  known  to  the 
Da>vtment  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
Accept  the  protests  of  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  Washington,  D.  C,  • 


No.  2. 
MINISTERIO  DE  RELACIONES  ESTERIORES  Y  GOBERNAaON. 

Headquarters  Fort  Bliss,  Texas, 
•  January  17,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  state  that  I  have  received  a  communication  from  Colonel  Edward 
B.  Willis,  first  New  Mexican  infantry.  United  States  volunteers,  commandinsr  expedition 
i^nst  Apache  Indians,  at  Fort  Selden,  New  Mexico,  in  which,  by  direction  or  the  district 
commander.  General  James  H  Carleton,  United  States  army,  he  requests  me  to  obtain  from 
bis  Excellency  President  Juarez  permission  to  pass  over  tbe  line  into  Mexico  with  his  troops, 
in  case  it  sll^nld  become  necessarv,  when  in  pursuit  of  hostile  Indians  who  commit  depre- 
dations alike  on  the  people  of  botn  countries. 

If  this  application  should  meet  with  the  approval  of  his  Excellency  the  President,  will  you  be 
kind  enough  to  forward  me  tbe  authority  asked  for  at  as  early  a  moment  as  practicable  ? 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  BROTHERTON, 
Capt,  Fifth  Infantry  U.  S.  A.,  Com'dg  Reg*t  and  FoH, 
Hon.  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tbjada, 

iftjitsler  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  of  Oovemment, 

Republic  of  Mexico,  Paso  del  Norte,  Mexico. 

Es  copia : 

JUAN  VALDEZ. 
Paso  del  Norte,  Enero  18  de  1866. 


No.  3. 
[Translation.] 

ttXICAS    REPUBLIC— SEAL   OF    THE  DEPARTMENT   OF    FOREIGN  RELATIONS    AND   GOV- 
ERNMENT. ^ 

Paso  del  Norte,  January  18,  1866. 

Sot:  Captain  D.  H.  Brotberton,  of  the  fifth  United  States  infantry,  commander  of  Fort 
B^  Texas,  informed  me  in  his  communication  yesterday  that  you,  as  commander  of  the 
cxps^tion  against  the  Apache  Indians,  at  Fort  Selden,  New  Mexico,  and  by  order  of  the 
ttnmander  of  tbe  district,  General  James  H.  Carleton,  of  the  United  States  army,  had  asked 
pcnnission  of  the  President  of^be  Mexican  republic  to  pass  over  the  boundary  line  with 
7oar  troops  mto  Mexican  territory,  in  case  of  necessity,  to  pursue  the  hostile  Indians. 

The  government  of  the  Mexican  republic  does  not  doubt  tbat  Qeneral  Carleton  ordered 
70Q  to  ask  this  permission,  as  he  has  command  of  the  campaign  against  the  Apaches ;  and 
tf  hs  waited  for  instructions  from  Washington  upon  the  subject,  tbe  great  distance  might 

~ea  delay  injurious  to  military  operations ;  therefore,  the  government  of  Mexico  finds  no 

_,..„„, — ogle 
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inconyenience  in  fi^nting  the  permission,  in  oonsideration  of  the  friendly  relations  existing 
between  the  two  republics,  ana  knowing  it  is  a  campai^  against  hostile  Indians  that  are 
committing  depredations  to  the  injunr  ot  both  coontries. 

For  these  reasons  the  President  of  the  Mexican  republic  has  charged  me  to  saj  to  70U  in 
this  communication  that  you  may  have  the  permission  to  pass  the  boundary  line  into  Mexican 
territory  with  your  troops,  in  case  it  may  be  necessary  to  pursue  the  Apache  Indians  in  the 
expedition  you  command  against  them. 

Tour  most  respectful  and  obedient  serrant, 

a  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Edward  B.  Willis, 

First  U.  8,  VoL  Inf.  in  New  Mexico^  Commander  of  the 

Expedition  against  the  Apache  Jadtans,  Fort  Selden^  NewJIexico. 


No.  4. 
[Translation.] 

BfEXICAN  REPUBLIC— SEAL  OP  THE    DEPARTMENT    OP    FOREIGN    RELATIONS   AND    GOV- 
ERNMENT. 

Paso  del  Norte,  January  18,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  receiyed  your  communication  of  yesterday,  informing  me  that  Colonel  Edward  B. 
Willis,  of  the  first  United  States  yolunteer  infantry  of  New  Mexico,  commanding  the  exne- 
dition  against  the  Apache  Indians  at  Fort  Selden,  New  Mexico,  had  directed  you,  by  order 
of  the  commander  of  the  district.  General  James  H.  Oarleton,  of  the  United  States  army,  to 
request  permission  of  the  President  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  allow  you  to  pass  the  bound' 
ary  line  with  your  troops  into  Mexican  territory,  if  necessary,  in  pursuit  of  those  hostile 
Indians. 

The  President  of  the  republic  has  no  objection  to  grant  the  permission,  and  so  expresses 
himself  in  the  annexed  eommunication  to  Colonel  Willis,  which  I  send  unsealed,  that  yon 
may  see  its  contents.  t 

Your  most  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

S.  LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Captain  D.  H.  Brotherton, 

Fifth  Reg't  U.  8.  Inf,  Commander  at  Fort  Bliss,  Texas, 

True  copies :  - 

JUAN  VALDEZ,  first  Officer, 
Paso  del  Norte,  January  18,  1866. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  February  18,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  governors  of  the 
States  of  the  Mexican  republic  have  already  begun  to  express  their  approbation, 
in  the  name  of  the  States  they  represent,  of  the  decree  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment on  the  8th  of  November,  1865,  prolonging  the  constitutional  term  of  the 
President  of  the  republic  till  the  condition  of  the  war  will  allow  a  new  election. 
In  this  way  the  decree  is  receiving  the  popular  sanction,  in  spite  of  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  enemies  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

Reserving  to  myself  the  privilege  of  sending  you  hereafter,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  all  documents  that  I  may  hereafter 
receive  in  relation  to  that  sanction,  I  now  send  you  No.  3  of  the  official  paper 
of  the  Mexican  government,  published  at  Paso  del  Norte,  the  11th  of  Januaiy 
last,  where  you  will  find  three  communications  from  the  governor  and  military 
commandant  of  the  State  of  Goahuila,  explicitly  ratifying  the  dispositions  of 
the  decree  referred  to.  * 

I  profit  by  this  occasion  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMEBO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Ac,  Ar.,  Sec,  r^^^^T^ 

•  Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 
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No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

Department  op  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 

Office  of  the  Governor  and  Military  Commander 

of  the  State  of  Coahuila  de  Zaragoza. 
As  Uiis  government  and  command  have  received  the  supreme  decree  of  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  prolonging  the  fanctions  of  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  for  the  specified 
time,  donng  the  present  state  of  the  war,  and  those  of  the  powers  of  the  person  wno  may 
be  president  of  the  court  of  justice  for  the  time  necessary  to  the  object  of  its  prolongation, 
ind  sees  that  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  and  to  the  interests  of  the 
re{niblic,  a^preeable  to  the  national  will,  and  particularly  to  this  State,  it  therefore  decrees 
tint  it  be  fulfilled,  and  for  that  purpose  has  published  it  this  day  to  the  authorities  and 
iotees  under  its  command,  and  will  endeavor  to  give  it  the  greatest  publicity  in  the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  this  to  you  for  your  information  and  tnat  of  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  nation, 
^dependence  and  liberty !    Rosas,  December  8,  1865. 

A.  S.  VIESCA. 
Eduardo  Muzquiz,  Acting  Seerttary. 

The  Citizen  Minister  qf  Foreign  Relationg  and  Government,  Chihwdma. 


No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

Office  of  the  Governor  and  Military  Commandant  op  the 

State  of  Coabuila  de  Zaragoza. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  yon  may  bring  it  to  the  Jtnowledge  of  the  citizen 
President,  that  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November  last  has  this  day  been  oraered  to  be  circu- 
lated in  the  State,  in  which  decree  the  supreme  government  declares  citizen  Jesus  Gonzales 
Ortega  responsible  for  having  voluntarily  resigned  the  office  of  president  of  the  court  of 
justice,  ana  gone  to  reside  in  a  foreign  land,  without  a  license  from  the  supreme  government ; 
and  he  is  also  declared  resnonsible  for  the  crime  of  abandoning  the  flag  and  cause  of  his 
coontry  while  a  general  in  the  army ;  and,  in  conformity  with  laws  of  congress  and  his  full 
powers,  he  has  appointed  a  president  of  the  supreme  court,  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Rosas,  December  8,  1865. 

A,  S.  VIESCA, 
Edctardo  Muzquiz,  Acting  Secretary, 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  Relations  and  Government^  Chihuahua. 


No.  3. 

[Translation.] 

Office  of  the  Governor  and  Military  Commandant  of  the 

State  op  Coahuila  de  Zaragoza. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  supreme  circular  of  your  department  ordering  the 
iopriionmeni  of  generals,  chiefs,  and  officers  who  come  from  abroad  without  a  license  from 
^  sopreme  government  to  leave  the  country  during  the  war,  and  those  who  have  a  permit 
^  go  through  another  country  and  remain  in  it  more  than  four  months,  unless  they  have 
^^  oompelled  to  it  by  being  carried  off  by  the  enemy,  and  return  faithfhl  to  the  cause  of 
^  npubiic,  determined  to  continue  their  services  to  it,  has  this  day  been  ordered  to  be  pro- 
Bunted  in  this  State,  for  its  due  fulfilment. 
Pasae  make  this  known  to  the  citizen  President 
lA^ndence  and  liberty !    Rosas,  December  8,  1865. 

/  .  »  ^  g  VIESCA 

BmiARDo  Muzquiz,  Acting  Secretary. 

^Citizen  Minister  of  RelaHons  and  Government,  Chihuahua 
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Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[TranBladon.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  February  23,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  Continuing  the  transmission  to  your  department  of  docu- 
ments coming  into  my  hands  that  may  give  a  just  idea  of  events  now  occurring 
in  Mexico,  I  have  the  honor  to  enchase  the  documents  mentioned  in  the  accom- 
panying index,  showing  recent  transactions  on  the  eastern  military  line  of  the 
Mexican  republic. 

Nos.  1  and  2  show  what  the  Mexican  patriots  are  doing  on  the  eastern  line, 
comprising  the  States  of  Vera  Cruz,  Puebla,  Tlaxcala,  Oaxaca,  Tabasco,  and 
Chiapas,  for  the  independence  and  institutions  of  the  republic — efforts  that 
would  be  attended  with  better  success  if  they  had  arms  and  ammunition,  very  dif- 
ficult to  procure  in  their  actual  position. 

No.  3  contains  the  most  important  part  of  the  republican  general  Don  Ig- 
nacio  Alatorre's  official  report  on  his  aefence  of  the  town  of  Tlapacoyam,  where 
his  forces  conducted  themselves  with  the  greatest  courage. 

Nos.  4  and  5  contain  the  correspondence  between  Lieutenant  Colonel  Zach, 
of  the  so-called  imperialiorces  in  the  north,  and  G-eneral  Alatorre,  in  regard  to  ex- 
change of  prisoners.  That  correspondence  shows  the  necessity  in  which  the 
invaders  of  Mexico  are  placed  to  acknowledge  the  absurdity  of  the  usurper 
Maximilian's  decree  of  the  3d  of  October,  where  the  republican  forces  are  denied 
the  rights  of  belligerents ;  for  though  that  decree  is  used  to  shoot  the  defenders 
of  independence  at  certain  times,  on  other  occasions  the  invaders  or  their  ad- 
herents, prompted  by  interest,  exchange  prisoners  formally,  and  thus  confess 
that  the  national  forces  are  not  composed  of  highway  robbers. 

No.  6  gives  the  official  report  of  General  Lazaro  Munoz  on  his  inctory  at  £s- 
pinal.  State  of  Vera  Cruz. 

No.  7  is  the  report  of  Colonel  Luis  P.  Figueroa  on  bis  occupation  of  the  city 
of  Villa  Alta,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 

No.  8  contains  the  terms  of  capitulation  at  Papantla,  (State  of  Vera  Cruz,) 
where  General  Alatorre  retired  after  his  defence  of  Tlapacoyam,  and  which  was 
given  up  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Zach  and  his  Austrian  soldiers.  It  will  also  be 
seen  in  this  treaty  that  belligerent  rights  are  necessarily  granted  to  the  repub- 
lican forces.  The  cause  of  General  Alatorre's  surrender  is  explained  in  Gen- 
eral Garcia's  letter  to  President  Juarez,  marked  No.  2 

No.  9  is  Don  Mariano  Ramos's  account  of  the  cruel  treatment  to  which  he 
was  subjected  while  he  was  prisoner  at  Tezuitlan,  of  which  district  he  was 
political  chief  under  the  constitutional  government.  This  account,  the  original 
of  which  is  in  my  possession,  exhibits  the  conduct  of  the  enemies  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  even  towards  the  most  respectable  citizens  who  have  the  misfortune  to 
fall  into  their  hands.  * 

No.  10  is  a  very  interesting  account  General  Porfirio  Diaz  gives,  in  a  private 
letter,  of  all  his  movements,  after  his  escape  from  the  Puebla  prison,  on  the  20th 
of  September  last.  This  biief  narrative  is  another  proof  of  the  courage  and 
bravery  of  this  patiiot  general ;  and  it  shows  the  determination  of  the  people  of 
the  Mexican  republic  to  resist  the  empire  as  long  as  they  have  arms  and  other 
means  to  carry  on  the  war. 

Nos.  11  and  12,  containing  the  official  reports  of  the  French  agent,  Luciano 
Prieto,  to  the  usurper,  show  that  Colonel  Figueroa  attacked  the  city  of  Tehuan- 
tepee,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  on  the  7th  of  January  last,  with  a  force  of  two 
thonsf(nd  men.  This  information,  coming  from  a  French  source,  cannot  be 
doubted,  and  proves  that  the  contest  in  Mexico,  so  far  from  being  at  an  end,  as 
the  French  would  have  us  believe,  is  hardly  begun,  and  that  the  Mezicaa  people 
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eontinae  to  straggle  for  their  independence  and  their  inetitations  through  the 
whole  territory  of  the  republic. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  oecasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assilrances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc.y  Sfc.,  ifc. 


List  rf  the  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  Department  of  State 
of  the  United  States  mth  the  note  of  this  date,  in  relation  to  events  on  the  eastern  military 
iuu  of  the,  Mexican  republic. 

No.  1.  January  17,  1865. — Greneral  Garcif^to  Mr.  Romero :  Account  of  the  condition  of 
things,  and  a  letter  for  President  Jaarez. 

No.  2.  January  17,  186^. — General  Garcia  to  President  Juarez :  Information  of  recent 
'  erents  on  the  eastern  line. 

No.  3.  General  Garcia  to  General  Alatorre  :  Official  report  of  the  defence  of  Tlapacojam, 
south  of  Vera  Cruz. 

No.  4.  November 27,  1865. — ^Lieutenant Colonel  Zach  to  General  Alatorre:  Proposal  to 
exchange  Austrian  prisoners  for  Mexican  prisoners. 

No.  5.  November  29,  1865. — General  Alatorre  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Zach:  Answer  to 
the  above,  accepting  the  exchange. 

Ko.  6.  November  30,  1865.— General  Munoz  to  General  Garcia :  Official  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Espinal. 

Ho.  7.  December  21,  1865.— Colonel  Figueroa  to  Colonel  Gareia:  Official  report  of  the 
occupation  of  Villa  Alta,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 

No.  8.  January  15,  1866. — Terms  of  the  surrender  of  Papantla. 

No.  9.  January  13,  1866. — Prefect  M.  i^mos  to  Genered  Garcia:  Cruel  treatment  of 
prisoners  by  the  French.  . 

No.  10.  January  14,  1866. — G^eral  Diaz :  Reports  what  happened  after  his  escape  from 
prison.  « 

No.  11.  Don  Luciano  Prieto:  Official  report  of  the  attack  of  Tehnantepec,  by  Colonel 
Figueroa,  with  2,000  men. 

No.  12.  January  11,  1866. — Report  on  the  same  subject. 


No.  1. 

I  Translation. — Extract.  ] 

TlacotalPAM,  January  17,  1866. 
Much-esteemed  Friend  :  Your  favor  of  the  25th  November  was  received  after  long 
delay. 

The  letter  you  sent  me  for  Colonel  Mendez,  governor  of  Tabasco,  was  forwarded  to  him 
by  the  first  opportunity.  « 

oo  e  ^o  o  ©  o 

General  Diaz  wrote  to  me  on  the  22d  November,  from  Tlapa,  that  he  was  going  to  begin 
aerioos  operations  against  Oaxaca.  Colonel  Figueroa  marched  from  Ixcatlan  to  joiu  him, 
but,  as  jou  will  see  from  my  letter  to  President  Juarez,  he  is  now  within  the  limits  of  Guer- 
rero and  Michoacan,  and  I  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  Figueroa.  1  heard  to-day  that 
he  was  in  Tehnantepec,  but  the  report  needs  confirmation. 

I  have  no  time  to  write  more,  but  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  the  President,  which  I  enclose 
to  joo. 

Your  true  Mend, 

ALEJANDRO  GARCU. 
BeoorDon  Matias  Romero, 

£*9oy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  Washington, 


No.  2. 

[Tran8lation.~£x(zact.  ] 

TLACOTALPAM,  January  17,  1666. 
If  ccB-BESPBCTTED  Friend  :  #  •  #  « 

The  eitnatiou  is  much  as  I  predicted,  and  as  I  told  you  in  my  previous  letters.    In  No.  25 
«f  the  official  buUotin  enclosed  you  will  see  that  General  Alatorre  has  been  repulsed  at 
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TIapacojan,  after  a  stoat  resUtance,  in  which  the  soldiers  proved  themselyes  heroes,  becaoat 
he  iiad  not  arms  and  ammunition  enoug^h  for  his  troops.  I  sent  hmi  S2,i)00  in  drafts,  as  he 
could  make  use  of  them  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  empowered  him  to  draw  two  thou- 
sand more  from  the  State  fund ;  but  I  fear  the  means  reached  him  too  late,  or  that  it  is  the 
same  there  as  here — there  is  no  powder  to  be  had,  and  no  other  munitions  of  war  to  be  pur- 
chased, and  for  that  reason  General  Alatorre  may  have  to  give  up  for  want  of  them,  in  spite 
of  his  well-known  courage  and  patriotism. 

Colonel  Figueroa  asked  me  to  aid  him  in  the  campaign  against  Oaxaca  from  the  east,  while 
General  Porfirio  Diaz  was  to  attack  from  the  west ;  but,  with  all  I  can  do,  1  cannot  get  enough 
provisions  for  both  of  us  in  such  an  undertaking.  I  sent  him  a^l  I  had,  and  |1,000  in  silver, 
with  which  he  set  out.  God  grant  that  he  may  not  meet  the  fate  of  General  Alatorre,  and  for 
the  same  reasons.  I  have  not  heard  from  him  since  his  arrival  at  Villa  Alta,  on  the  21st 
December.  General  Diaz,  they  say,  is  in  Guerrero  or  Michoacan ;  and  if  that  is  so,  Figueroa 
must  be  alone  in  the  vicinity  of  Oaxaca.  A  few  days  ago  I  heard  he  was  in  Tlacolulan  with 
bis  force,  and  to-day  the  chief  of  Tuxtepec  writes  me  that  he  has  taken  Tehuantepec ;  but 
this  last  needs  couHrmation,  for  X  shoula  have  heard  it  from  Juchltan  or  Acay  ucam. 
o  o  o  o  o         •  o  e 

For  all  this,  and  notwithstanding  the  candor  in  which  I  write  to  you,  to  convince  you  of 
the  danger  of  our  situation  and  ask  your  aid,  do  not  think  we  are  discouraged,  or  tlmt  our 
nationality  is  in  greater  peril  than  before.  Our  courage  has  secured  us  a  position,  and  has 
made  the  enemy  dread  us ;  so  we  will  keep  up  our  spirits  and  retain  our  independence  to  the 
last. 

o  o  o  o  o  o  o 

There  is  no  more  news  in  the  part  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  which  I  occupy  than  what  I 
have  already  told  you  about  General  Alatorre.  We  are  daily  threatened  with  an  invaaioa 
by  the  enemy,  but  it  does  jiot  come,  nor  do  I  think  it  will  very  soon,  for  they  cannot  ^paro 
the  forces  from  Orizava,  Cordova  or  Vera  Cruz. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  Tabasco  and  Chiapas,  and  I  can  say  very  little  to  you  about  the 

State  of  Puebla,  for  the  governor  is  on  his  way  to  Tezuitlan,  almost  cut  off  from  this  line. 

#  «  «  »  «  «  ■ 

Some  Amei'ican  officers  recently  came  to  me  and  offered  to  enlist  volunteers  among  their 
countrymeji  in  this  State,  to  fight  for  Mexican  independence,  but  I  could  not  accept  their 
services  for  want  of  arms. 

With,  the  hope  that  you  will  not  disregard  my  request,  and  will  continue  to  write  to  me, 
1  remain  your  true  friend,  &c.,  &c., 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 
Scnor  Don  Benito  Juarez, 

President  of  the  Mexican  Republic^  Paso  del  Norte, 

(or  wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  3. 

[Translation.— From  the  Official  Bulletin,  No.  25,  Tlacotalpam,  January  4,  1866.] 
Report  0^  General  Ignacio  Alatorrfon  the  defence  of  llapaeoyan. 

The  great  length  of  the  report  of  the  citizen  general-in-chief  of  the  northern  coast  to  head- 
quarters prevents  us  from  giving  it  entire,  but  we  will  copy  the  most  important  paragraphs, 
that  oar  readers  may  hear  of  the  brilliant  actions  that  have  taken  place  in  a  portion  of  our 
State,  and  of  the  patriotism,  valur  and  enthusiasm  of  those  of  the  northern  coast  who  follow 
the  republican  banner,  guided  by  the  loyal  and  valiant  General  Ignacio  Alatorre. 

This  leader  speaks  thus: 

'* After  the  brilliant  feat  of  arras  executed  at  Tlapacoyan  by  my  aid.  General  Manuel 
Andrade,  last  September,  only  a  few  encounters  worth  mentioning  have  taken  place  with  the 
rebellious  Indians  of  Misantla,  which  resulted  in  their  being  dispersed  and  driven  from  their 
mountains  to  the  city  of  Jalapa,  with  their  so-called  General  Calderon. 

**The  most  noted  action  in  the  lowlands  was  the  occupation  of  Huatusco  by  Captain 
Manuel  Marrero,  who,  with  two  companies  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  took  that  place  after  two 
hours'  fighting,  killing  many  of  the  enemy,  taking  thirty  prisoners,  sixty  guns,  provisions, 
four  cornets,  a  war  chest  and  other  valuables. 

*' While  this  was  going  on  in  that  quarter,  Colonel  Honorato  Dominguez  was  raising 
forces  in  Actopsm  and  Coatepec. 

''  General  Lara  died  on  the  2d,  and  on  the  13th  Greneral  Mendez  arrived  and  told  me  of 
General  Lucan's  victories  in  the  State  of  Puebla.  * 

'*0n  the  12th  I  received  the  appointment  with  which  I  have  been  honored,  and  I  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  organize  all  the  forces  into  a  north  division,  divided  into  four  expedition- 
ary columns,  and  givinp^  the  second  command  to  General  Andrade.  General  Juan  N.  Mendec 
was  put  over  the  first,  in  Papantla;  General  Andrade  over  the  second,  in  Tlapacoyan;  Liea- 
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tenant  Colonel  Femandee  over  the  third,  inMisantla;  and  Colonel  Honorato  Domingaes 
OTer  Ae  fourth,  on  the  road  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Jalapa." 

The  attack  which  he  repelled  at  Tlapacoyan  is  thus  deacribed  by  the  deserving  general : 

"On  the  I5ih  the  enemy  took  possession  of  Dos  Cerros,  with  all  the  military  apparatus  of 
» large  army  on  a  grand  campaign.  They  numbered  over  2,U00  men,  of  the  best  Austrian 
regiments,  with  eight  pieces  of  rifled  artillery  and  an  immense  train  of  supplies,  on  more 
than  one  hundred  mules.  My  forces  consisted  of  200  soldiers  and  250  national  guards,  with 
two  pieces  of  mountain  artillery.  There  were  four  of  the  enemy  to  one  of  my  men.  I  did 
not  tDiok  they  would  attack  my  small  number  with  their  entire  force.  I  knew  that  I  must 
get  the  worst  in  the  fi|2^ht,  bat  I  was  determined  to  accept  it,  on  account  of  the  enthuMasm 
of  my  men,  and  to  show  the  enemy  what  they  had  to  expect.  I  ordered,  therefore,  the  se- 
lected positions  to  be  taken.  On  occupying  Dos  Cerros  the  enemy  used  a  cannon  and  kept 
up  s  continued  fire  of  musketry  against  my  cavalry  scouts,  who  were  not  injured.  During 
the  night  I  learned  that  the  enemy  consisted  of  more  than  two  thousand  men,  and  had  ten 
pieces  of  artillery. 

•'On  the  16ih,  at  8o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  strong  column  of  infantry  and  cavalry  moved  upon 
Tomata  Point,  defended  by  Colonel  Gonzales,  who  withdrew  to  the  town  with  his  forty  men. 
At  five  in  the  afternoon  I  examined  the  lines  of  defence,  and  found  the  soldiers  resolved  to 
fight  till  death.  I  placed  Commander  Vicente  Acuna  over  the  Texcol,  Paulina  Machorro 
over  the  small  fort  of  Izapa,  and  left  Colonel  Gonzales  for  the  reserve.  The  rest  of  my  forces, 
consisting  of  eighty  men,  under  Colonel  Miguel  Perez,  formed  the  general  reserve. 

"Daring  the  night  there  was  some  shooting  in  front. 

'*0n  the  17th,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  five  hundred  of  the  enemy,  with  two  pieces  of 
rifled  cannon,  swept  down  upon  the  flanks  of  my  position,  coming  almost  to  the  trenches  of 
bapa  on  my  left.  The  trenches  were  occupied  by  fifty  of  my  men,  who  kept  the  enemv  at 
bay  for  a  while,  and  finally  dispersed  them  with  their  unerring,  shots,  leaving  the  plain 
corrred  with  dead  bodies.  The  enemy  did  not  stop  till  they  had  reached  a  distant  part  of 
the  road,  where  they  reformed  under  shelter  of  artillery. 

"While  this  was  taking  place  on  the  left,  the  rest  of  the  enemy  came  down  from  the 
Gentile  heights  on  the  right  and  planted  a  battery  of  six  pieces  in  a  prominent  place,  and 
cpened  fire  upon  the  town  and  the  forta  of  Texcol,  Arenal,  and  Zapote.  While  at  a  distance 
the?  gave  us  some  trouble,  but  when  they  came  nearer  they  were  closely  attacked  and 
readily  dispersed.  This  was  continued  all  day  till  5  o'clock  In  the  evening,  when  the  enemy 
retired  from  our  reach,  part  to  Gentile  hill  and  the  rest  to  Point  Tomata. 

**I  then  prepared  tc  attack  Tomata  with  two  hundred  men.  General  Andradewas  to  lead 
one  hundred  and  I  the  other.  He  lefr  Izapa  and  marched  parallel  to  Tomata,  while  I  t4)ok 
ibe  other  hundred  diagonally  from  Texcol  to  the  same  point.  I  found  two  very  deep  ravines 
intuy  way,  which  stopped  my  progress,  but  General  Audrade  continued  to  advance  till  he 
attacked  the  five  hundred  of  the  enemy  with  their  artillery.  The  assault  was  terrible,  but 
imfortanately  we  had  to  retreat  with  a  slight  loss.  I  then  joined  Andrade,  and  we  continued 
to  the  town,  the  enemy  not  daring  to  follow  us.  Our  loss  during  the  day  consisted  in  the 
<^h  of  two  brave  captains,  Amaro  and  Cervantes,  one  sergeant,  one  corporal,  and  two 
soldiers;  Commander  Granada  and  Captain  Torres  were  wounded,  and  ten  soldiers  of  different 
companies  We  also  lost  six  horses  in  a  charge  that  Captain  Torres  inade  against  some  of 
the  enemy's  infantry. 

"The  town  auffipred  much  from  the  artill^y  that  day,  several  houses  being  burnt  or  de- 
stroyed, and  a  part  of  the  principal  churclAonsiderably  injured.  The  body  of  an  Austrian 
officer  was  brought  in,  one  wounded  soldier,  three  prisoners,  and  five'carbines. 

**The  morning  of  the  18th  was  rainy.  I  sent  out  thirty  men  with  officers  Luyando  and 
Agoirre,  to  observe  the  enenoy's  position  at  Dos  Cerros,  and  a  squad  of  cavalry  explorers  to 
reconnoitre  their  position  at  Tomata.  It  was  ten  o'clock  at  night  and  the  infantry  had  not 
retvned.  It  caused  me  some  uneasiness  for  those  brave  men.  The  scouts  I  sent  to  Naranjal 
broogbt  back  a  prisoner,  two  carbines  and  some  bloody  clo  hing  showing  tUe  enemy  had 
saffci^  in  their  retieat  in  that  direction.  Luyando  and  Aguirre  returned  at  midnight  with 
thnr  thirty  in&ntry,  having  been  to  Dos  Cerros  and  £y tepegeo,  where  they  found  no  enemy, 
they  having  probably  retreated  to  Cuantosca  and  Huitamalco,  to  get  out  of  the  rain.  On 
that  day  I  had  our  wounded  carried  to  the  Jobo  hacienda,  six  miles  from  town. 

**  At  six  in  the  morning  of  the  20th  my  cavalry  scouts  attacked  Tomata.  At  eleven  the 
CDony  sent  oat  some  infantry  and  apiece  of  artillery  and  attacked  Izapa,  but  soon  retreated. 
General  Ortega  sent  me  word  that  three  hundred  Austrians,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
««!«  coming  from  Huitamalco  to  occupy  Tomata.  The  rest  of  the  day  and  night  passed 
q^metly. 

At  six  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  enemy  began  to  move  with  their  entire  force,  and  at 
■even  their  artillery  was  in  position.  They  opened  a  terrible  fire  upon  Texcol  and  Izapa  at 
Uial  early  hour. 

^  Two  companies  of  skirmishers  that  I  had  ordered  to  the  Izapa  and  Penascal  heights  were 
^^felodged  by  a  larBe  body  of  Austrians.  At  eight  o'clock  two  columns  of  eight  hundred 
■MO  took  pueidon  in  front  of  Texcol  and  Izapa,  and  opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  the  latter. 
The  bfrnve  soldiers  sustaining  the  republican  banner  there  waited  till  the  enemy  had  come 
within  forty  paces  of  them,  when  they  broke  fire  with  such  terrible  effect  the  enemy  fell 
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back,  leaving  the  field  covered  with  their  dead  and  woonded.  The  enemv  now  increased 
their  artillery  to  eieht  pieces,  and  soon  levelled  the  Texcol  fort,  leaving  its  brave  defenders 
of  one  hundred  and  fiflj  men  exposed  to  a  storm  of  projectiles.  The  colamn  that  had  been 
repulsed  from  Izapa  now  joined  the  rest  of  the  enemv's  forces,  and  came  down  upon  Texcol. 
Here  <iiey  were  warmly  received,  and  soon  retreated.  The  main  column  returned  to  the 
charge,  retreated,  hesitated,  and  then  attacked  us  again.  My  soldiers  fought  in  an  open  8e« 
o£  fire,  and  the  hail  of  musketry  and  artillery  made  sad  havoc  among  them.  The  enemy 
finally  succeeded  in  taking  Texcol.  Many  of  its  brave  defenders  were  killed  ;  among  them 
was  Colonel  Manuel  Antonio  Ferrer,  the  bravest  of  the  brave,  who  fought  with  sword  and 
pistol  till  he  fell. 

Once  in  possession  of  the  key  of  all  my  positions,  the  enemy  dashed  on  the  Arenal, 
Zapote,  and  the  church,  scattering  our  soldiers  in  every  direction.  I  felt  that  the  numerical 
superiority  of  our  opponents  would  give  them  the  victory ;  so  all  that  I  could  do  was  to 
nardi  back  to  the  {uaza  and  retreat  orderly  with  mv  remaining  forces.  I  gathered  up  the 
wounded,  collected  what  ammunition  remuned,  and  marched  with  one  hundred  and  twenty 
ven  that  evening  to  Ixcacoaco,  less  than  five  leagues  from  Tlapacoyam.  I  left  Captain 
Aguirre  with  forty  men  to  collect  th&  scattering  and  bring  up  the  rear. 
^mj  losses  at  Tlapacoyan  were  one  colonel,  five  officers,  twenty-five  men,  and  one  horse 
among  the  killed.  The  wounded  were  three  chiefs,  two  officers,  twenty-eight  soldiers,  and 
foar  horses.  One  hundred  and  twelve  soldiers  were  missing.  Two  officers  and  eight  of  my 
soldiers  were  made  prisoners  ;  five  of  the  soldiers  were  badly  wounded.  I  also  lost  a  moun- 
tain howitzer,  with  its  caisson  and  ammunition. 

**  After  their  victory  the  enemy  did  not  venture  to  send  a  single  soldier  in  pursuit  of  ns, 
which  plainly  shows  how  much  they  had  suffered.  Report  says  their  loss  was  great ;  I 
reckon  it  at  three  hundred  men." 

Mr.  Alatorre  recommends  no  one,  for  he  says  they  were  all  heroes,  each  rivalling  the  other 
in  bravery.  He  mentions  Lieutenant  Juan  Mejia,  who  being  surrounded  by  uie  enemy, 
charged  them  boldly,  and  sacrificed  himself  before  he  would  give  un  his  sword.  He  says 
the  coolness  of  Commanders  AcuiSa,  Granada,  and  Machorro  merits  tne  greatest  praise. 

Oeneral  Alatorre  mentions  the  burial  of  Colonel  Ferrer  by  the  Austrians ;  his  body  was 
borne  bv  four  captains,  and  his  funeral  was  attended  by  all  the  officers. 

This  battle  was  a  great  calamity  to  our  forces,  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  a  triumph. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  greater  than  our  whole  force.  This  will  teach  them  what  kind 
of  men  they  have  to  deal  with,  and  what  they  may  expect  while  defending  the  unpopular 
and  hateful  cause  of  the  empire.  With  many  victories  like  this,  theencmy  will  soon  disap- 
pear from  our  soil,  and  foreign  armies  will  no  longer  be  found  in  America. 

We  lament  the  loss  of  Colonel  Ferrer,  for  it  is  great.  His  sociability,  his  good  humor, 
bis  elegant  education,  and  his  bravery,  made  him  beloved  and  esteemed  by  everybody.  He 
was  a  firm  friend  and  a  worthy  leader.  We  must  do  him  the  justice  to  make  known  his 
food  qualities,  that  his  family  may  be  proud  to  have  had  among  their  number  such  a  man  as 
Colonel  Manuel  Antonio  Ferrer. 

Tho  geueral-in-chie^  Ignaeio  Alatorre,  in  the  defence  of  Tlapacoyan,  has  given  another 
proof  of  his  ability  as  a  general,  and  of  his  cool  courage  as  a  soldier.  We  congratulate 
Dim  on  the  defeat  that  has  been  regarded  by  us  as  a  triumph,  owing  to  his  skill,  activity, 
seal,  and  well  known  courage.  We  have  witnessed  the  pleasure  that  General  Alatorre^s 
courageous  conduct  in  this  afiair  gave  to  the  geueral-in-chief  of  the  eastern  line,  who  has 
d%ne  him  justice  in  extolling  his  merit.  # 


No.  4. 
[Translation.  ] 

Correspondence  between  General  Alatorre  and   Lieutenant  Colonel  Zach^  eommander'tn-ckirf 
of  the  imperial  Jorces  in  the  Sierra  aei  Norte j  No,  1810, 

Tezuitlan,  November^,  J 865. 

General  :^I  received  your  note  of  the  25th  instant,  in  regard  to  exchange  of  prisoners, 
to-day.     It  was  directed  to  the  commander  at  Tlapacoyan. 

From  the  reputation  you  enjoy  everywhere,  I  would  not  have  believed  for  a  moment  that 
you  would  have  ordered  the  fifty  Austrian  prisoners  to  be  shot,  as  reprisals. 

I  have  ordered  the  prisoners  of  Tlapacoyan  to  be  well  treated.  As  to  reciprocal  exchange, 
I  propose  to  you  to  exchange  the  fifty  Austrian  prisoners  of  war,  now  at  Mizantla,  for  tiie 
prisoners  of  war  that  fell  into  my  hands  on  the  22d  instant.  This  proposal  may  seem  strange 
to  you,  but  I  would  accept  a  similar  proposal. 

If  you  choose  to  accept  my  proposal,  please  inform  the  commander  at  Tlapacoyan,  who 
will  ut  once  receive  orders  to  set  the  Tlapacoyan  prisoners  at  liberty. 
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I  ayail  mjaelf  of  this  occasion,  general,  to  say  to  yon  that  I  sincerely  wish  yon  to  ac- 
knowledre  the  empire.    Yon  love  your  country,  and  could  be  much  more,  useful  to  it  in  sus- 
taining the  new  goyemment  than  in  fighting  hopelessly,  as  you  are  now  doing. 
This  last  battle  does  honor  to  your  military  skill,  but  it  ruins  your  country. 
Aoc^t  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  ZACH, 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  fmperial  Forces  in  the  Sierra  del  Norte. 
General  J.  R.  Alatorre,  Jicaltepec, 


No.  5. 
TTranslation.  ] 

JiCALTEPEC,  November  29,  1865. 

In  answer  to  yours  of  the  27th  I  inform  you  that  the  commander  at  Tlapacoyan  sent  two 
Aostrian  officers  to  the  Joho  hacienda  to  agree  upon  ^e  terms  of  exchange  with  one  of  my 
officers.  The  terms  arranged  by  them  was  twenty-five  men  for  a  captain,  ten  for  a  lieuten- 
ant, and  the  soldiers  man  for  man.  This  I  hope  is  settled,  as  it  was  arranged  by  an  Aus- 
trian who  knew  his  business  and  complied  with  the  customary  fornu^ties.  £f  you  have  any 
obwetions  to  the  terms,  please  let  me  know. 

In  reference  to  the  latter  sentences  of  your  letter,  you  will  excuse  me  from  making  any 
answer  to  them.     My  public  conduct  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  answer  for  you. 

I  repeat  the  assurances,  &c 

J.  R.  ALATORRE. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Zach. 


No.  6. 

[Translation.] 

Report  of  General  Muhox  on  the  victory  at  Espinal, 

MEZICAK  REPUBLIC—BnUTART  AND  POLITICAL  COMMANDANCY  OF  THE  NORTHERN  UNI. 

After  the  events  I  communicated  to  headquarters,  saying  that  an  invasion  was  apprehended 
noDQ  this  line  from  the  traitors  of  Zacapoastla,  I  did  all  I  could  to  prepare  for  defence.  I 
^Bced  200  men  In  Espinal,  ei&^ht  leagues  south  of  this  canton,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Joan  N.  Mendez,  chief  of  the  first  expeditionary  column  of  this  northern  division. 

The  enemy,  to  the  number  of  400  traitors,  appeared  yesterday  before  Espinal,  and  began 
the  attack.  They  were  immediately  routed,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  official  report  of  Colonel 
Kendez,  which  reads  as  follows : 

'*At  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  23d  instant  I  heard  that  the  enemy  had  occupied  the 
hacienda  of  San  Pedro  with  ^1)0  men,  and  were  marching  on  this  place.  So  the  captain  of 
the  fourth  company  of  the  first  Papantla  battalion  immediately  set  out  to  tc^e  possession  of 
Naranjo  Pass,  according  to  orders.  I  set  out  to  re-enforce  him  with  the  other  companies  in 
El  EiDcon,  and  to  defend  the  river ;  but  when  I  reached  there,  I  found  the  captain  had  already 
done  10,  as  the  enemy  had  crossed  and  taken  possession  of  the  place  where  he  had  intended 
to  camp.  Informed  of  this,  I  advanced  towards  the  enemy's  camp,  with  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Jose  Maria  Zamarti,  to  examine  their  position  and  discover  the  best  point  of  attack,  since  we 
had  lost  the  best  positions  on  the  river.  We  came  to  Santa  Catarina  creek  without  meeting 
the  MMsiny.  I  stationed  two  bands  of  fifteen  men  each  at  this  place,  undef  Lieutenant  Man- 
ul  Fajardo  and  Sergeant  Antonio  Mata,  and  ordered  them  to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy  as 
they  passed.  As  I  was  certain  that  I  could  find  no  better  place  to  meet  the  enemy  than  the 
eemelery,  I  retiimed  there,  and  ordered  a  slight  intrenchment  to  be  thrown  up.  I  thus  pre- 
paid! for  defences  and  waited  for  daylight  and  the  enemv. 

"At  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  enemv  came  up  to  the  bands  I  had  stationed  on  the  road- 
wks,  and  a  few  shots  were  exchanged.  They  came  on  till  they  got  in  our  front.  They  con- 
ikted  of  400  men,  and  came  shouting  for  the  empire.  Thev  opened  fire,  and  came  rushing 
Qpon  as  in  double-quick  time ;  but  our  firmness  and  steady  hre  stopped  them,  and  they  turned 
oar  right  flank«  Their  attack  there  met  with  no  more  success  than  in  front ;  so  they  tried 
our  len  flank.  Perceiving  their  intention,  I  gave  orders  for  the  second  reserve  to  march 
•ciQn  to  that  side ;  this  was  bravely  accomplished.  Disappointed  in  their  expectations,  the 
CBBioy  began  a  shameful  retreat.  I  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Colonel  Zamarti  to  pursue  them 
with  a  company  of  fifty  men.  He  followed  them  for  two  hours,  till  they  crossed  the  river, 
when  it  was  useless  to  go  any  furrier.    He  returned  to  Naranjo  Pass  with  four  prisoners.      ^ 
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**  Wldle  tbis  was  going  on  I  ordered  tbe  dead  and  wounded  the  enemy  had  left  to  betaken 
care  of!  There  were  seven  dead  and  two  wounded.  Two  Austrian  officers  were  killed,  and 
one  native  officer.  Five  guns  were  picked  up,  some  loose  ammunition,  and  one  of  tbe  oom- 
mander's  horses.    I  had  no  doubt  but  many  more  could  be  found  in  the  mountains. 

'*  We  lost  not  a  single  man  on  our  side ;  only  one  resident  of  the  place  fell  a  victim  to  the 
enemy's  balls. 

"All  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  men  behaved  bravely.  It  would  be  wrong  to  make  distinc- 
tions among  them,  for  they  all  did  honor  to  their  country.  Yet,  as  the  fortunate  result  of  the 
action  was  mainly  due  tu  the  bravery  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Zamarti,  I  must  make  honorable 
mention  of  that  distinguished  name. 

**  I  congratulate  you  upon  this  glorious  triumph,  and  do  not  doubt  that  the  valiant  patriots 
I  have  the  honor  to  command  will  conquer  new  laurels  in  defence  of  our  dear  country." 

I  am  pleased  to  communicate  the  above  to  headq^uarters,  and  rejoice  over  a  day  that  has 
brought  honor  to  the  brave  republicans  who  are  de tending  the  sacred  cause  of  the  nation  in 
this  canton. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Papantla,  30th  November,  1865. 

LAZARO  MUKOZ. 

Qeneral  Alejandro  Garcia, 

Chief  of  the  Eastern  Lines t'  Tlacotalpan, 

Tlacotalpan,  December  30,  1865. 
A  certified  copy: 

JOSE  A.  RUIZ,  Secretarff. 


•     No.  7. 
[Translation.] 
Colonel  Figueroa*8  report, 
state  op  oaxaca—northern  line— colonel-in-chiep. 

At  6  o'clock  this  evening  I  occupied  this  town,  after  driving  the  enemy  from  their  formid- 
able positions  of  Puente  de  Piedra,  Pueute  de  TempiCscalapa,  and  Cuesta  del  Limon— all 
strong  places,  regularly  fortified. 

I  shall  take  possession  of  Chuapam  to-morrow.  There  is  not  a  single  soldier  there  now ; 
those  that  were  left  there  have  deserted. 

The  traitor  chief  had  the  arms  taken  away ;  ten,  however,  remained  on  the  ground. 

Independence  and  tbe  republic !     Villa-Alta,  21st  December,  1865. 

LUIS  P.  FIGUEBOA. 

The  General-in-chieP  of  the  Eastern  Line,  Tlacotalpan, 


No.  8. 

[Translation.] 

Terms  upon  which  the  military  qitestion  of  Papantla  was  arranged,  between  the  commander  of 
the  Austrian  troops^  Major  Sachonowsky^  on  the  one  part,  and  Mr.  Lazaro' Mufloz,  political 
chief  of  the  line  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  General  Ignacio  R.  Alatorre^  chi^  cf  the 
forces  of  the  same  line,  on  the  other  part, 

1.  The  republican  forces  shall  be  disbanded,  and  the  sums  necessary  to  carry  them  home 
shall  be  advanced  to  the  soldiers  on  account  of  the  empire.  These  same  forces  shall  take 
care  of  the  garrison  of  the  place,  till  a  force  composed  entirely  of  Austrians  shall  replace 
them,  which  shall  be  on  the  day  after  the  ratification  of  these  terms  by  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  imperial  column,  Major  Sacbonowsky,  who  will  sign  them.  Previous  to  that  day 
an  officer  will  come  to  receive  the  munitions  of  war  remaining  in  the  place,  the  artillery,  and 
the  spare  guns.    The  generals,  chiefs,  and  officers  shall  retain  their  arms. 

2.  The  generals,  chiefs,  and  officers  in  the  place  who  do  not  spontaneously  volunteer  to 
adhere  to  the  empire  shall  have  full  liberty  to  go  where  they  please,  with  the  necessary  securi- 
ties, and  without  being  molested  in  an^  manner.  As  many  of  them  cannot  sot  out  very  soon 
because  their  families  are  not  here,  or  for  other  reasons,  a  month  shall  be  allowed  them  to 
leave  in.  This  month  shall  begin  on  the  day  that  the  place  is  occupied  by  the  Austrian  troops. 
All  of  the  generals,  chiefs,  and  officers  shall  have  passports  granted  them  as  soon  as  they  re- 
quest it,  giving  them  due  protection.  A  list  of  all  the  generals,  chiefs,  and  officers  who  do 
not  submit  to  the  empire  shall  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  Mr.  3achonowsky. 
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3.  The  wounded  and  sick  of  the  republican  forces,  now  in  the  hoapital  of  Papantla,  shall 
be  attended  and  taken  care  of,  and  soall  receive  the  paj  correspondiog  to  their  rank  ;  this 
naj  flball  be  on  account  e4  the  empire.  When  they  have  recovered,  thej  shall  ha^e  full 
ub^tj  to  go  where  they  please,  and  passports  shall  be  given  them,  with  all  the  uecessary 
goacantees,  and  money  shall  be  given  them,  on  account  of  the  empire,  to  take  them  to  their 
places  of  residence. 

A.  The  debts  contracted  by  the  republican  forces  in  the  cantons  of  Hapacoyan  and  Mizan- 
tla  shall  be  recogniised  and  paid.  Those  who  have  been  political  and  military  chiefs  of  those 
cantiHia,  Mr.  Miguel  Perez  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Francisco  Andicochea,  shall  arrang^e  this 
business,  and  shall  certify  the  debta,  which  shall  not  exceed  eight  thousan<l  dollars;  and  the 
dsbt  shall  be  subject  to  liquidation  by  the  imperial  commissary  in  his  name. 

5.  The  decision  of  the  political  question  shall  be  made  separately  and  alone  with  Lazaro 
MuDOB,  ailer  these  terms  are  ratified,  and  the  imperial  commissary  and  the  commissioner  who 
eomes  in  his  name. 

6.  Six  copies  of  these  terms  shall  be  made  out  and  signed  by  the  proper  persons ;  three 
shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  general-in-chief  of  the  republican  forces,  the  other  three  in 
the  hands  of  the  commander  of  the  Austrian  forces. 

8ACHONOW8KY. 
ALATORRE. 
Papantla,  Januanf  15,  1866. 


No.  9. 
[Translation.] 

Prison  of  the  Conception  Convent  in  Puebla, 

January  13,  1866. 
Mt  Much  Esteemed  Friend  :  I  will  proceed  to  inform  you  of  my  situation.  I  had  the 
niifortune  to  be  taken  prisoner  at  Zopiloapam,  on  the  18th  of  last  month.  Five  months 
ago  I  was  political  chief  and  military  commander  of  the  district  ot  Texiutlan,  for  the  repub- 
Bean  government,  and  in  that  capacitv  I  labored  incessantly,  with  the  few  loyal  left  in  the 
district,  for  the  triumph  of  the  national  cause. 

After  our  last  defeat  at  Tlapacoyan,  Ixcamaco,  and  Zanjamala,  the  governor,  Don  Fer- 
nando Ortega,  endeavored  to  fall  back  to  Papantla,  and  charged  me  with  the  collection  of  a 
loan  he  had  imposed  upon  the  estates  in  my  district.  The  discharge  of  this  duty  was  very 
dangerous,  as  the  enemv  in  large  bodies  occupied  Hueytamala  and  Mecapalco,  and  made 
freqaent  excursions  to  toe  other  estates  in  the  lowlands,  but  my  duty  and  the  need  of  money 
for  the  troops  made  me  brave  every  danger. 

At  first  I  executed  my  commisaion  entirely  alone,  without  much  difficulty ;  I  had  to  devise 
many  ways  and  suffer  much  mortification  on  account  of  the  avarice  and  obstinacy  of  three  or 
foor  proprietors,  who  tried  to  get  off  from  paying  small  sums.  They  even  put  themselves 
aader  the  protectiou  of  the  Austrian  commander  at  Mecapalco  ;  they  gave  a  description  of 
me,  and  mentioned  places  where  I  might  be  found  ;  they  furnished  men  and  mules  to  hunt 
me,  until  I  was  canght  at  last. 

As  my  vigilance  and  precaution  had  disappointed  the  enemy  up  to  this  time,  they  deter- 
mined to  disguise  themselves  as  lowland  muleteers,  besmearing  their  bodies  and  faces  with 
iaxt,  like  the  laborers  in  that  country. 

I  was  at  Zopiloapan,  the  estate  of  my  fnend,  Rafael  Avila ;  we  had  just  breakfasted  and 
had  gone  out  to  look  at  the  ro^  where  mule-gangs  were  passing  now  and  then  loaded  with 
sanr.  flour,  mats,  and  other  fDods,  on  the  way  to  Papantla.  Presently  a  drove  of  eight 
mues  came  up ;  one  man  was  on  the  front  mule,  and  tmree  or  four  followed  on  foot,  clad  in 
ooarie  cotton  and  palm  hats.  When  they  got  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  the  farm,  they  halted 
to  water  their  beasts  at  a  rivulet  that  ran  near.  About  five  hundred  yards  behind  them 
tbee  other  muleteers,  without  mules,  made  their  appearance.  This  cifcumstance  attracted 
■y  attention,  and  I  remarked  to  my  companion  that  there  seemed  many  drivers  for  so  few 
males.  My  horse  was  saddled  and  I  was  going  to  mount,  when  Mr.  Avila  said,  *'  Don't  be 
afiaid  ;  there  is  my  son  just  coming  from  the  field  behind  the  last  men  ;  if  they  had  been 
«emifts  they  would  have  taken  him  and  his  horses."  This  reasoning  seemed  correct,  and  we 
looked  at  the  passing  muleteers.  When  they  got  close  up  to  us,  all  seven  darted  upon  us 
Bke  lighthing.  drawing  their  knives  and  revolvers,  and  proclaimed  us  their  prisoners.  We 
found,  too  late,  that  all  the  men  were  Austrians  except  the  one  mounted  in  front,  whom  I 
Toeegnixed  as  a  man  fiom  Mecapalco.  The  mule  loads  were  fictitious  ;  the  rolls  of  matting 
contained  ammunition  and  the  rifles  of  those  who  had  apprehended  us. 

la  less  than  five  minutes  thirty  infantry  and  ten  cavalry,  all  Austrians,  came  dashing  upon 
vs.  Tbey  surrounded  the  house,  broke  it  open,  and  took  whatever  they  wanted.  Saddles 
Aod  harness,  provisions  and  clothing,  carpenters*  tools,  everything  was  taken,  just  as  if  the 
^wwe  had  been  a  strong  citadel  defended  by  a  powerful  enemy.  I  immediately  told  them 
who  I  was,  and  assured  them  that  the  owner  of  the  place  had  taken  no  part  with  me.    They 
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woald  not  listen  to  me,  but  secured  ns,  Don  Rai«el,  his  son,  and  me,  in  a  room,  and  tied  a 
stable  boy  and  an  old  cook ;  all  others  on  the  place  managed  to  escape.  Every  cabin  was 
searched,  and  everything  that  could  be  of  any  use  was  taken.  A  double  sentry  was  placed 
over  us,  and  the  officers  themselves  stood  watch  over  us  during  the  night.  They  shoi  a 
bullock  and  built  large  fires  out  of  the  fencing  to  cookit,  and  eat  everything  they  could  laj 
their  hands  on.  The  next  day  they  took  us  five  prisoners,  like  malefactors,  to  Mecapalco, 
each  horse  led  by  a  dragoon  and  a  foot  soldier.  Of  course  thev  took  my  papers,  my  sword, 
the  only  arm  I  had  with  me,  and  my  knapsack  of  provisions,  hanging  on  a  nail.  We  wera 
locked  up  at  Mecapalco  in  the  same  manner,  a  soldier  all  the  time  on  guard  before  ma. 
The  officer  who  haa  charge  of  me  at  Mecapalco  accused  me  of  having  said  to  a  servant,  at 
the  Mirador  farm,  that  Don  Fernando  Ortega  would  soon  come  and  release  me.  *'  That  m 
not  so,"  I  replied,  **for  all  I  did  was  to  wnte  to  the  owner  of  that  ranch,  and  to  the  owners 
of  Coaxocota,  Canoas,  and  of  this  place,  who  tried  to  avoid  the  payment  of  their  taxes ;  I 
said  I  could  patiently  bear  my  present  misfortune,  but  some  day  the  defenders  of  the  national 
cause  would  revenge  me."  The  papers  that  were  taken  from  me  will  show  what  I  am  ; 
that,  as  a  faithful  servant  of  the  republican  government,  I  have  obeyed  commands  and  tha 
inspirations  of  patriotism  in  defence  of  the  national  cause ;  but  there  is  not  a  single  docu- 
ment or  declaration  of  any  kind  among  them  to  prove  me  a  buidit  or  an  assassin.  I  am 
ready  to  suffer  the  full  rigor  of  the  law,  but  I  am  not  willing  that  Mr.  Avila  and  the  others 
who  were  taken  with  me  should  suffer,  because  they  are  innocent. 

This  declaration  did  no  good  ;  we  wero  carried  to  Texuitlan,  where  I  repeated  what  I  had 
said  to  Major  Zenowiski.  I  don't  know  for  what  reason,  but  the  next  day  after  our  arrival 
Mr.  Avila,  his  son,  and  servant  were  set  at  liberty,  after  the  farm-house  had  been  sacked  uid 
abandoned. 

I  was  to  have  been  sent  to  the  fortress  of  Perote  the  next  day,  but  the  tears  of  my  femily 
induced  the  authorities  to  let  me  remain  one  more  day  to  have  my  clothes  washed.  All  the 
clothes  I  had  were  what  I  wore,  for  I  had  lost  all  the  rest  in  my  visits  to  Zacapoastla,  Tetela, 
Alcuacatlan,  and  other  places  in  the  mountains  and  lowlands. 

On  the  23d  I  was  put  on  a  miserable  horse  and  escorted  by  Don  Ermenegildo  Carrillo,  one 
sergeant,  and  two  Austrian  dragroons.  The  four  good  horses  of  Mr.  Avila,  my  own,  and 
everything  we  had  was  declared  booty. 

From  the  23d  to  the  29th  of  December  I  was  confined  in  a  dark,  dirty  prison ;  was  not 
permitted  to  see  anv  one,  nor  even  to  write  to  my  family.  I  requested  to  be  brought  to  this 
place  that  I  might  have  the  comfort  of  seeing  my  chilAen,  Albert,  and  General  Ramirez,  who 
bad  been  six  months  in  prison. 

On  the  30th  and  3l8t  the  journey  from  Perote  to  this  city  was  continued,  my  horse  being 
fastened  to  that  of  a  lancer.  One  officer,  twelve  Mexican  cavalry,  and  two  Austrian  officers, 
one  sergeant,  and  two  soldiers,  escorting  an  unfortunate  man  like  a  criminal,  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  people  along  the  road,  and  it  gave  me  great  mortification,  because  they 
could  not  know  who  I  was,  or  the  cause  of  the  outrage.  My  arrival  was  in  the  night,  aa 
fortune  would  have  it. 

At  eight  o'clock  I  was  before  the  door  of  Mr.  Thun's  house,  in  Old  Post  Office  street,  with 
my  guards.  Au  orderly  was  coming  out  as  the  Austrian  lieutenant  went  in.  He  brought 
back  a  written  paper,  and  I  was  taken  by  the  guards  to  the  hospital,  and  from  there  to  Uiis 
convent. 

At  my  request  they  took  me  to  the  jail  where  my  son  was  confined,  with  fifly  of  our  nnfor- 
tunate  companions.  Generals  Tapia  and  Ramirez  had  been  exchanged  ;  so,  of  course,  we 
did  not  see  tbem.  I  embraced  my  son  Albert,  after  fourteen  months'  separation.  When  he 
was  wounded  by  a  shot  at  Tezuitlau  I  was  in  Zacapoastla ;  and  for  some  days  I  thought  he 
was  dead,  for  his  wound  was  very  serious.  When  he  began  to  recover  he  was  taken  at 
Couxtoca,  where  he  happened  to  be  with  two  of  his  sisters  and  Ramirez,  who  bad  just  mar- 
ried one  of  them.  They  were  at  the  wedding  fBast;  and  le  intended  to  settle  down  and 
go  into  some  business  to  support  our  distressed  family.  Vain  resolutions !  They  were 
denounced,  captured,  and  led  to  prison,  no  attention  being  paid  to  their  excuses  or  requests. 

The  consolation  of  being  with  my  son  did  not  hist  long.  An  adjutant  came  to  the  prison 
the  next  day,  the  fitst  instant,  with  an  order  signed  by  Mr.  Thun,  that  I  should  be  separated 
from  my  sou,  and  not  aUowed  to  communicate  with  any  one.  And  here  I  have  been  to  this 
day,  in  a  room,  having  a  sien  written  over  the  door  with  charcoal — *'  El  Gabinete  Negro" — 
The  Dark  Closet — often  without  light  at  night,  and  during  the  first  days  needing  everything 
to  make  my  situation  tolerable.  Slowly  1  obtained  a  few  comforts,  and  I  have  lately  man- 
aged to  write,  secretly,  to  several  friends,  informing  them  of  my  misfortune. 

The  barbarous  decree  ot  the  3d  October  weighs  upon  my  heart,  and  though  it  haa  not  yet 
been  carried  out,  a  fatality,  a  revenge,  or  some  other  incident  might  cause  the  completion  of 
my  sacrifice,  and  perhaps  it  would  remain  unknown  for  some  days  to  the  world,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  republicans. 

I  am  the  only  chief  here  who  has  been  captured  since  the  decree.  The  officers  and  soldiers 
who  were  taken  prisoners  at  Tlapacoyan  and  Izcuacaro  have  been  exchanged  for  fifty  Aus- 
triaus  who  weie  in  our  hands.  I  have  no  hope  of  exchange ;  the  last  have  been  surrendered, 
aud  I  am  still  in  Perote,  perhaps  forgotten. 

The  rigor  and  care  with  which  I  am  guarded,  the  imprudence  of  oar  leaders,  and  the  crimes 
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of  some  porverae  men  wlio  exist,  might  csnse  the  death  of  some  Austrian  chief  ontsi^  of  ^e 
battle^eld,  and  then  I  wonld  be  the  certain  victim  of  reprisal. 

I  am  not  afraid  of  death,  and  I  can  bear  it ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  be  bnried  in  the  sad  ob- 
scority  that  has  always  attended  me  by  nature  or  by  circumstance,  and  I  wish  my  posthu- 
moos  reputation  to  be  beneficial  to  my  children. 

I  hare  strutted  t«n  years  fbr  the  supreme  principles  of  democracy,  with  my  Yoice,  my 
pen,  and  my  sword.  Though  my  efforts  have  been  09  a  small  scale,  they  were  as  great  as 
my  senins  and  my  means  would  allow,  and  my  sacrifices  haye  been  many. 

I  net  a  beloyed  mother  from  grief  at  my  joining  the  revolution.  I  spent  a  fortune  of  fiva 
tboosMid  dollars  in  raising  a  squadron  of  cavalry  that  served  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  during 
the  revohition  of  Ayutla,  and  afterwards  in  the  campaigns  and  sieges  of  this  city  and  dis- 
trict of  Tepeaca.  And  the  rest  of  my  property  was  lost  at  the  sacking  of  Acatzinco,  where 
the  last  walls  of  my  house  were  delBtroyed. 

Cahunny  throws  her  poison  at  the  unfortunate  who  cannot  defend  themselves,  and  this 
eril  is  the  one  I  most  dread,  for  it  is  hard,  when  I  am  doing  my  best  for  my  country,  to  hear 
it  nid  I  am  not  doing  my  dutv — that  I  have  turned  traitor  and  been  pardoned.  These  are 
Uk  slanders  that  kill  or  injure  the  honor  of  a  citizen. 

These  are  the  treasons  that  induce  me  to  write  to  you,  begging  you  as  a  good  Mexican,  who 
voald  care  for  the  reputation  of  a  man  in  adversity,  now  that  your  pure  and  disinterested 
patriotism  has  placed  you,  pen  in  hand,  against  the  empire,  that  you  will  consecrate  a  few 
ones  to  me  at  present,  if  possible  without  compromising  you  in  any  manner. 

Yonr  estimaoie  paper  has  a  large  circulation,  and  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  me  to  let 
fflj  fellow-citizens  know  that  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  that  I  am  ready  to  seal  with  my 
blood  the  political  creed  I  adopted  in  my  childhood,  and  have  never  once  changed. 
Your  true  and  affectionate  friend, 

MARIANO  E.  RAMOS. 

Mr.  Rafael  J.  Garcia, 

Editor  of  La  Idea  Liberal,  present. 


I^No.  10. 
[Translation. — ^Extract.] 

State  op  Oaxaca,  Santa  Lucia,  Monte  Yerde, 

District  of  Tlaxiaeo,  January  14,  1866. 
»  ♦  #•  »  #  «  • 

I  am  going  to  tell  of  what  happened  to  me  after  my  escape  up  to  the  present  time,  and  if 
70a  have  reM  what  I  wrote  before,  this  will  be  a  tedious  repetition. 

I  made  my  escape  on  the  20th  of  September,  at  midnight.  On  the  22d  and  23d  I  had  two 
ikinnishes  with  the  traitors  who  pursued  me ;  the  first  was  with  twenty  cavalry  at  Tehui- 
cinfo,  the' second  with  forty  at  Piastla.  The  rest  of  the  month  was  taken  up  m  going  to 
Tapla,  where  I  took  a  small  force  of  the  national  guards  and  returned  to  meet  Visoso,  who 
*M  still  ?rithin  the  limits  of  Puebla  with  Guerrero,  and  had  been  one  of  my  most  vigorous 
penecutors.  I  overtook  him  at  Tulcin^ ;  a  fight  took  place,  the  enemy  retreated  iand  left 
erembhig,  mone^,  arms,  and  ammunition,  in  my  hands,  besides  forty  dead  upon  the  ground. 

After  this,  placing  all  my  booty  in  the  hands  of  GJeneral  Alvarez,  I  went  to  Providencia  to 
we  a  conference  with  him.  I  was  well  received  in  all  the  towns,  and  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  south.  The  governor  was  disposed  to  give  me  what  he  had,  that  is,  arms  and  ammu- 
n«iim,  but  no  money,  because  hfe  had  none.  I  could  get  any  number  of  troops  from  the 
woth,  on  condition  that  I  supported  them  from  the  time  they  enlisted.  While  at  Tixtla,  on 
oj  nrtura  from  Providencia,  I  heard  that  a  column  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  seven  hun- 
«ved  men  of  all  arms,  traitors  and  Austrians,  had  occupied  Tlapa,  while  about  two  thousand 
rreach  and  traitors  threatened  El  Paso  del  Mescala,  firom  I^ala.  I  took  three  hundred  in- 
»»try  from  Chilapa,  with  a  few  mountaineers,  and  marched  upon  Tlapa.  The  enemy  re- 
^jj^ted,  leaving  Visoso  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  watch  us.  1  had  to  discharge 
y  2***  ^^^^  Tlapa,  because  I  could  not  maintain  them.  I  gave  Visoso  positive  information 
<«  una,  when  I  was  sick  in  Tlapa  and  he  twenty-one  leagues  distant  at  Comillipa,  and  he 
^»»  Tery  much  emboldened  by  this.  On  the  3d  of  October  I  ordered  the  military  commander 
w  mwch  the  nadonal  guard  into  the  square ;  he  did  not  know  whv  it  was  done.  AUgt  the 
*JJ"ing  parade  I  started  out,  and  on  the  4th,  soon  after  sunrise,  I  had  given  Visoso  a  good 
J^ppiiw.  He  left  eighty-one  dead,  three  officers  amon?  them,  twenty-four  prisoners,  arms, 
^W9w,  ^  I  obtained  some  re-enforcements  there,  with  Bernardino's  cavalry,  which  made 
»e  one  hundred  cavalry  and  as  many  infantry.  I  returned  to  Tlapa,  and  went  from  there 
»  wlacayoapam,  which  I  reached  on  the  13th,  the  traitor  garrison  having  escaped  before 
°7  trriyal.  I  organized  the  authorities  and  the  national  guard,  and  then  went  to  do  the 
^^  at  Tlaxiaco ;  but  I  had  hardly  been  three  days  in  the  place  when  a  column  of  Austrians 
*■«  bitton  of  seven  hundred  men  made  their  appearance.    I  was  compelled  to  evacuate  the  p 
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Elace ;  bo,  on  the  ^^,  I  left  Tlaziaco  and  retreated  only  as  liMt  as  the  enemy  pursned  me, 
nt  so  slowly  that  I  only  went  seventeen  leagfues  in  one  week,  while  the  enemy  came  nine. 
The  Austi^an  column  returned  to  Oaxaca,  where  it  was  jieeded,  and  left  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men  to  watch  me,  while  three  hundred  were  stationed  in  Tiaxiaco.  I  prepared  to  attack 
those  that  were  watching  me,  but  hearing  of  my  intention  they  retreated  to  Tiaxiaco.  I  now 
got  the  aid  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  infantry,  and  approached  Tiaxiaco.  The  enemy  cuse 
out  to  meet  me,  and  were  bea*en  in  ^wo  different  encounters,  after  which  they  retreated  to 
the  town.  I  took  four  horses,  fourteen  lance:),  five  guns,  four  prisoners,  one  bugle,  six  mus- 
kets, and  scattered  thirty  of  their  men.  I  cannot  exactly  tell  the  number  of  killed  and 
wounded ;  they  say  they  had  but  one  killed  and  five  wounded.  I  had  one  lieutenant  killed; 
I  was  two  days  in  possession  of  part  of  the  town,  within  pistol-shot  of  the  enemy,  and  ther 
did  not  dare  to  attack  me ;  but  as  they  were  expecting  reinforcements,  and  I  had  no  sack 
expectations,  I  had  to  go  to  the  towns  where  I  could  get  proviAions  for  fifty  horsemeu  and 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  infantry.  I  had  to  discharge  one  hundred  and  fiirty  men,  becauM 
I  could  not  feed  them  without  trespassing  upon  the  inhabitants.  While  I  was  threatening 
Tiaxiaco,  Silacayoapam  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  and  reoccupied  by  the  political  chief 
with  his  national  guards. 

Although  five  hundred  re-enforcements  have  arrived  for  the  enemy  in  Tiaxiaco,  and  one 
hundred  of  them  are  Austrians,  they  have  not  ventured  to  attack  me. 

This  is  all  I  have  done  up  to  this  time.  I  will  inform  you  of  my  future  movements  as  they 
take  place.  I  have  ordered  the  poll-tax  to  be  reduced  to  one  real,  and  have  given  back  the 
excise  to  the  State,  as  it  was  in  (864.  I  have  not  been  able  to  pass  to  the  northern  part  of 
this  State.  I  sent  my  orders  everywhere,  but  have^received  favorable  answers  only  from 
Figueroa  and  Juchitan.  This  is  a  good  time  to  effect  much  and  to  extend  the  east^n  Ime 
much  more  than  it  was  in  1864,  but  I  have  no  means  and  can  do  nothing. 
Your  true  friend, 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
C.  Maitas  Romero,  Sfc,  Washington. 


No.  11.^ 


[Translation.. 

Tehuantepcc,  January  7,  1866. 
I  take  gic^at  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  at  7  o*clock  this  morning  the  dissidents  of 
Juchitan,  assembled  by  Figueroa,  made  their  appearance  in  the  suburb  of  San  Bias  to  the 
number  of  two  thousand  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  the  ititention  of  attacking  Tehuantepec. 
They  divided  their  troops  into  three  columns,  one  on  the  hill,  and  began  the  attack. 
Two  of  the  columns  assaulted  our  fortifications  on  the  north  and  south.  They  were  bravely 
defended  I  then  sent  a  reserved  section,  protected  by  artillery,  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the 
hill.  With  an  impetuosity  worthy  of  all  praise  it  drove  them  in  disorder,  and  took  possession 
of  the  heights. 

Those  that  had  attacked  north  and  south  could  not  stand  the  warm  reception  our  g^arrison 
g^ve  them,  and  they  soon  retreated  in  confusion. 

^  I  cannot  at  present  say  what  was  the  enemy*s  loss,  but  I  am  told  it  is  over  one  hundred 
killed,  and  Masimiano  Vera  is  among  the  number.  We  took  one  hundred  guns,  six  chests 
of  ammunition,  and  some  horses.  On  our  side,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  loss  was  seven 
killed,  among  them  one  officer,  and  thirty  wounded,  some  of  them  seriously. 

LUCIANO  PRIETO, 
•  Tht  PolUical  Prefect  Otneral 


No.  12, 
[Translation.— Extract.  ] 

Prefectura  Politico  op  the  Department  op  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec, 

•  January  11,  1866. 

Your  Excellency  :  I  have  the  honor  of  communicating  to  you  that  on  the  7th  instant* 
at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  liberals  from  Juchitan,  re-enforced  by  others  from  the  moun" 
tains,  the  latter  qf  whom  came  down  on  the  4th,  and  all  of  whom  were  under  the  orders  o^ 
Figueroa,  attacked  this  place,  being  over  two  thousand  strong  and  divided  into  three  col" 
umns.  One  column  moved  directly  against  the  fort  on  the  hill,  and  the  other  two  column^ 
moved  from  the  north  and  south,  so  as  to  fiank  the  fort  and  gam  possession  of  the  breast* 
works.  Being  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  possession  of  the  aforesaid  hill  would  be  of  grea' 
advantage  to  the  enemy,  I  detached  a  column  to  drive  them  back.  This  column  was  suc- 
cessful in  attaining  the  desired  result,  as  the  fire  which  it  opened  on  Che  enemy  was  so  severe 
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thftt  he  could  not  stand  it,  and  therefore  broke  in  all  directions.  At  the  same  time  I  ordered 
a  general  fi^  alone  the  whole  line  of  the  breastworks,  which  checked  the  columns  advancing' 
^iB  the  north  and  sonth.  Finally  these  columns  had  to  retire,  after  suffering  considerable 
less. 

In  this  enfiragement,  which  lasted  little  over  one  hour,  and  which  redounds  much  to  the 
credit  of  Tehnantepec,  the  enemy  lost  one  hundred  and  eighteen  killed,  and  among  the  num- 
ber Figoeroa. 

•  »  •  #  ♦  ♦ 

LUCIANO  PBIETO, 
Politieal  Prrfeet  and  Gtneral  Commamdimg, 
The  Minister  of  Intbrnal  Affairs. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation, 
Washington,  February  24,  1866. 
Mr.  Romero  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  has  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  him  for  his  information  a  copy  of  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  he 
bts  just  received  from  General  Alvarez,  commander-in-chief  of  the  soathem 
division  of  the  national  army  of  Mexico,  dated  the  20th  of  January  last,  from 
Lt  ProviBencia,  in  which  an  account  is  given  of  two  victories  obtained  by  the 
forces  of  said  division  over  the  invaders  who  occupy  Acapulco. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


^Translation.] 

La  Providencia,  January  20,  1866. 
Ky  Esteemed  Friend  :  *  *■  *  *  #  * 

*'  Hereabouts  nothing  has  occurred  of  importance  beyond  the  occupation  of  Acapulco  by 
tW  invaders.  The  enemy  is  still  shut  up  in  that  city,  and  has  suffered  two  .'defeats  at  the 
bands  of  our  forces,  on  the  3d  and  4th  instant,  which  have  greatly  demoralized  them  ;  sev- 
enl  of  them  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back  upon  the  fortress 
of  San  Diego.    This  is  equivalent,  as  you  know,  to  leaving  us  masters  of  the  city.    The 

cUatate,  besides,. is  decimating  them.** 

»  •  »•  #  ♦  #  »  * 

JUAN  ALVAKEZ. 
Ss&v  Matias  Romero, 

Mexican  Minister,  New  York. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washingtm,  February  24,  1866. 
Mr^  Secretary  :  In  a  note  which  I  addressed  from  New  York  to  your  de- 
partment on  the  6th  of  Novemher,  1865,  I  mentioned  that  I  had  sent  your 
note  of  the  3d  of  that  month,  relating  to  duties  collected  from  American  citizens 
l>y  Oeneral  Alvarez  in  Acapulco,  to  my  go%'emment.  I  now  send  you  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  dated  at  El  Paso  del  Norte,  the  22d  of  January,  and  numbered  22, 
in  which  I  am  informed  that  your  note  had  been  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  his  decision,  as  the  affair  belongs  to  that  branch  of  the  government. 
1  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  express  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration.  ' 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4pc.i  4pp.i  ifc.  r^^^^T^ 
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[Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT    OF    FOREIGN    RELATIONS    AND    OOYERNMENT,   OFFICE    OF    RELATIONS— 
AMERICAN  SECTION- DUTIES  COLLECTED  IN  ACAPULCO. 

No.  23.]  Paso  del  Nortb,  JMiMry  22,  186a. 

I  have  reeeived  the  dnplicate  of  your  note,  No.  554,  of  the  6th  of  November  last,  contahi* 
ing  a  copy  of  Mr.  Seward^s  to  you,  on  the  3d  of  November,  in  relation  to  daties  collected  bf 
the  governor  and  roilitarf  commander  of  the  State  of  Gnenero  from  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  said  they  had  paid  them  once  to  the  French  when  they  first  occupied  that  port 

I  have  also  received  the  original  note,  No.  629,  Ist  of  December  following,  in  which  yon 
inform  me  that  you  had  sent  my  note  of  the  2dth  October  previous,  on  that  subject,  to  tho 
Department  of  State. 

Notwithstanding  the  particular  reasons  the  governor  of  Guerrero  informed  you  he  had  for 
collecting  those  dues,  stating  that  he  was  forced  to  do  so  in  punishment  of  the  course  of  the 

Sersons  from  whom  the  duties  were  collected,  and  assuring  that  in  the  future  no  cnstom-honse 
uties  should  be  collected  twice,  Mr.  Seward  said  he  hoped  the  money  would  be  returned  to 
those  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  authorities  of  the  port  of  Acapulco. 

As  this  buHiness  belongs  to  the  treasury  department,  I  have  sent  copies  of  3pnr  note.  No. 
554,  and  Mr.  Seward^s  to  that  department,  to  decide  die  case  according  to  the  evidence  of 
the  enclosed  documents. 
Accept  the  protests  of  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
.  Citizen  Matias  Robiero, 

Envoy  Exiraordinarif  and  Minister  PlenipcUntiary 

of  the  Mexican  RepMic  in  WaekingUm,  * 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.]^ 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  Ignited  States  op  America, 

Washington,  March  1,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  To  give  a  slight  i^ea  of  the  events  which  characterize  the 
present  contest  of  the  Mexican  republic  against  its  invaders,  I  have  the  honoc 
to  enclose  with  this  note  three  docaments  that  have  been  delivered  to  me  by  a 
special  commisdoner.  They  relate  to  events  that  happened  in  December  last, 
in  Hnaateca  and  Sierra,  States  of  Mexico  and  Tamaulipas. 

The  first  of  these  documents  is  a  manifest  of  Colonel  Joaquin  Martinez, 
military  commander  of  the  second  district  of  the  State  of  Mexico,  and  chief  of 
the  division  of  the  same,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  republic.  You  will 
see  from  it  the  immense  sacrifices  the  patriots  of  that  part  of  the  country  have 
been  making  for  a  long  time  to  maintain  the  straggle  in  defence  of  the  inde- 
pendence and  institutions  of  Mexico ;  and  you  will  also  see  that  the  people 
have  endured  alt  sorts  of  sufferings,  have  abandoned  their  fields  and  bheir  in- 
terests, stopping  at  nothing,  to  resist  the  foreign  enemy  and  its  partisans.  In 
many  encounters  they  had  to  fight  with  little  ammunition ;  yet,  thanks  to  their 
courage,  they  have  often  obtained  signal  advantages  over  their  enemies,  who 
had  all  the  elements  of  war  in  abundance.  This  unequal  situation  could  not 
be  continued  long ;  and  it  was  for  want  of  ammunition  that  Oolonel  Martinet 
found  himself  obliged  to  surrender  with  the  forces  under  his  command,  and  to 
sign  the  treaty  made  with  Don  Vicente  Rosas,  chief  of  the  intervention  forces, 
on  the  9th  of  December  last. 

The  second  document  is  a  circular  from  Colonel  Martinez,  addressed  to  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  republican  forces,  explaining  his  conduct  in  the  same 
terms  used  to  the  President. 

The  third  document  is  the  treaty  signed  by  Colonel  Martinez  with  the  inter- 
ventionist chief,  Bosas,  on  the  date  mentioned.  In  its  articles  it  is  to  be  seen 
that,  notwithstanding  the  so-called  decree  of  the  usurper  of  the  3d  of  October 
last,  not  only  have  they  been  obliged  to  accord  belligerent  rights  to  these  forces 
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of  the  republic,  bat  also  to  render  justice  to  the  valor  and  merit  of  Colonel  Mar- 
tinez and  the  subordinate  officers  of  his  command,  by  permitting  them  to  retire 
to  their  homes  without  giving  any  pledge  not  to  take  up  arms  again  in  defence 
of  the  republic. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  the  people  of  the  district  who  had  been  fighting 
against  the  so-called  empire  were  allowed  to  retain  the  arms  they  had  used  on 
that  occasion. 

These  circumstances  led  ColoneL  Martinez  to  state  in  his  communication  to 
the  President  that,  if  he  could  count  upon  a  supply  of  ammunition,  these  same 
people,  led  by  the  officers  who  had  thus  submitted  without  compromising  them- 
selves for  the  future,  would  again  rise ;  and,  provided  as  they  ai'e  with  arms, 
would  renew  the  struggle  against  the  invader,  and- would  gain  greater  advantages 
than  ever  in  favor  of  the  national  cause. 

Before  concluding,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  the  fact  that  the  recent  capitulations  or  surrenders  of  the 
national  fordbs  in  Mexico  were  caused  by  want  of  resources  in  general,  and 
especially  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  the  other  elements  of  warfare. 

Such  was  the  cause  of  the  capitulation  of  the  forces  at  Huasteca,  referred  to 
in  the  annexed  documents,  of  the  evacuation  of  Tlapacoyan,  and  of  the  sur- 
render of  Papantla,  mentioned  in  my  note  of  the  23d  of  February  last  to  your 
department. 

Other  similar  occurrences  have  happened,  and  it  is  feared  more  may  occur  in 
fature  from  like  causes. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc» 


No.  1. 
[Truulation.] 
CiHitm  CaustUutiamal  President  of  the  Mexican  RepMic  : 

It  Citizen  Colonel  Joaquin  Martinez,  by  the  vote  of  the  people  and  armed  force  military 
cominaiider  of  the  second  district  of  the  State  of  Mexico,  and  chief  of  that  division  in  the 
repttbliean  army,  appear  before  you,  as  in  daty  bound,  and  with  dae  respect,  through  the 
conmiMioners  for  that  purpose,  Captain  Sisto  Lopez  and  Lieutenant  Francisco  Plaza,  and 
dselare  that — 

Since  the  evacuation  of  the  capital  by  the  ffovemment  of  the  republic,  I  have  used  all 
Mns  and  made  every  sacrifice  to  provide  for  Uie  defence  of  my  country,  and  make  war  on 
its  niemies  in  this  important  section  of  the  republic,  which  I  have  governed  since  April  last, 
when  Don  Ignacio  Ugalde  gave  up  Hnejatla  by  virtue  of  a  wicked  treaty  conclnded  with 
tli«  enemy. 

Knee  tnat  t^me,  citizen  President,  I  have  worked  incessantly  to  annoy  the  enemy ;  and  if 
mw  cAorts  have  not  corresponded  to  my  hopes,  it  is  because  I  have  acteii  alone  without  help. 
Mj  division,  formed  of  the  forces  of  the  second  district,  amounts  to  two  thousand  men,  well 
•nned.  The  positions  they  hold  cannot  be  taken,  though  there  is  not  more  than  one  round 
of  eutridree  per  man  in  this  division. 

When  the  enemy  thought  seriously  of  taking  Sierra  and  Huasteca  in  September  last,  my 
■tation  was  drettdful,  because  I  could  not  tUnk  of  opposing  such  a  storm  as  threatened 
■e ;  yet,  ai  a  i^reat  sacrifice,  I  procured  some  ammunition,  and  on  the  29th  of  October,  with 
the  hope  of  defeating  the  enemy*s  plans  and  obtaining  the  necessary  elements  of  war,  I  at- 
tiekea  Hnatla  and  took  it,  after  a  stout  resistance  from  the  enemy. 

This  combat  eained  great  glory  for  the  arms  of  the  republi<^;  but  I  did  not  get  the  muni* 
tMU  I  expected,  finding  only  two  boxes  of  provisions,  which  drcumstance  made  our  situa* 
ti«i  worse. 

The  enemy,  seemg  their  plans  frustrated  by  this  defeat,  formed  others,  and  sent  over 
MOO  Ben  upon  us  at  Sierra.    The  representatives  of  the  towns  remaining  faithful  to  our 
*i  Knov  .       


nown  to  me  that  the  inhabitants  desired  peace,  so  I  was  forced  to  sign  the 

^^  of  the  9th  of  December,  a  certified  copy  of  which  will  be  presented  to  the  Chief 
'l^Kutrate  by  my  commissioners,  who  will  in&rm  you  of  all  the  causes  that  compelled  me 
to  take  the  step,  and  of  the  sentiments  of  the  peoj^le.  ^  j 
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Toa  will  see  from  the  copy  of  ihe  agreements,  citiKen  President,  that  I  was  only  wiuting 
for  a  more  favorable  occasion  to  utilize  the  services  of  the  loyal  people  to  better  advantaf^ 
without  any  regard  to  myself,  for  I  wanted  no  guarantee  ;  and  it  I  did  not  present  myself 
to  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic,  and  submit  myself  to  its  judgment,  it  was  be- 
cause my  absence  would  cause  immense  injury  by  the  loss  of  arms,  and  the  complete  dis- 
persion of  the  forces  under  my  command ;  for  the  enemy  would  leave  nothing  undone  to 
gain  the  sympathies  of  the  people,  using  gold,  cunning,  and  flattery  to  gain  their  ends. 

From  what  I  have  said,  tne  citizen  President  will  see  how  necessary  it  is  to  deign  to  no- 
tice these  people,  and  furnish  them  with  munitions  of  war,  for  the  want  of  which  they  were 
compelled  to  capitulate.  I  am  certain  that,  with  sf^fficient  provisions,  some  pecuniary  re- 
sources, and  the  aid  of  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  men,  three  or  four  thousand  men  more 
could  be  recruited  in  a  short  space  of  time,  and  all  that  we  have  lost  be  recovered.  More- 
over, we  could  get  nearer  the  capital  and  open  the  communications  with  Vera  Cruz,  Ta- 
basco, Guerrero,  Michoacan,  ana  Tamaulipas,  and  thus  the  general  government  could  get 
information  from  those  distant  States,  and  learn  how  to  direct  its  operations.  This  is  my 
humble  opinion,  and  what  I  think  ought  to  be  done. 

I  am  sure  the  government  will  take  my  arguments  into  consideration,  and  will  soon  give 
effective  aid  to  toe  loyal  servants  of  the  country,  who  have  never  lost  faith  in  its  cause,  and 
are  still  disposed  to  fight  for  the  maintenance  of  their  republican  institutions  and  the  auto- 
nomy of  the  nation.  • 

Independence  and  the  republic .'    Headquarters,  in  Tlamiltepec,  December  31,  1865. 

JOAQUIN  MARTINEZ. 


No.  2. 
[  Circular,  —Translation.  ] 

REPUBLICAN  ARMY,  DIVISION  OP   THE  SECOND  DISTRICT  OP  THE  STATE  OF  MEXICO— 

COLONEL-IN-CHIEP. 

I  enclose  to  you,  for  your  information,  a  certified  copy  of  the  treaty  or  agreement  made 
on  the  9th  instant  by  the  commissioners  of  these  headquarters  and  those  -of  the  chief  of 
operations  in  the  Sierra  and  Huasteca.  This  document  secures  peace  to  the  people  and 
honor  to  our  arms ;  for  it  allows  officers  and  men  to  retain  their  arms,  and  the  former  to  go 
whero  they  please,  and  engage  in  any  service.  • 

I  have  no  intention  to  declare  that  I  have  don%  a  good  act ;  but  I  must  say  I  have  done 
honor  to  our  arms  in  a  struggle  in  which  the  people  have  shed  their  blood  profusely,  and 
sacrificed  their  domestic  interests  with  singular  unselfishness. 

Although  my  duty  as  governor  and  a  public  man  prompted  me  to  continue  the  contest, 
another  internal  voice  counselled  me  not  to  make  vain  sacrifices.  In  looking  at  the  people 
on  the  line  who  were  faithful  to  our  institutions,  I  saw  suffering  depicted  in  their  counte- 
nances, and  misery  was  visible  in  the  faces  of  all  the  inhabitants.  The  mother  prayed  for 
her  son  ;  the  old  man,  decrepit  with  age,  expressed  his  longing  for  peace  in  his  fiice ;  the 
wife  asked  for  her  husband,  who  was  on  guard,  or  in  some  other  urgent  service,  and  could 
Bot  provide  for  his  family  at  home.  In  looking  through  the  ranks  ot  the  division  I  saw  joy 
depicted  in  every  countenance,  a  laurel  crown  of  victory,  glory,  and  content  on  every  brow ; 
but  on  examining  the  munitions  their  scarcity  was  astonishing — there  was  scarcely  a  ration 
apiece  for  our  men,  and  we  hardly  knew  where  to  find  food  for  the  next  day.  As  a  contrast 
to  this,  honorable  terms  were  offered.    I  accepted  them,  and  my  conscience  is  quiet 

Large  forces  were  now  approaching  our  lines ;  the  liberals  prepare  to  meet  them  ;  a  con- 
flict taS^es  place,  and  the  enemy  are  vanquished  at  Huatla.  Here  we  obtain  a  few  supplies. 
But  the  storm  returns  with  greater  violence :  the  public  authorities  of  the  circumjacent 
towns  hear  it,  and  beg  me  to  move  away  from  them,  to  quit  a  country  already  impoverished 
by  war,  and  the  people  in  almost  a  starving  condition.  A  conference  takes  place  on  the  30th 
of  November ;  a  council  of  war  is  held  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  December  at  Acapa ;  the 
terms  are  arranged  and  the  treaty  is  signed. 

If  our  provisions  had  not  ^ven  out,  if  our  ammunition  had  not  failed,  we  would  have 
shown  the  world  that  we  coula  die  like  the  Spartans  at  ThermopylsB ;  but  our  position  was 
desperate,  and  reason  and  common  sense  tola  me  it  was  wrong  to  make  more  useless  sacri- 
fices. 

This  is  a  faithful  account  of  my  acts  :  history  will  judge  of  them,  and  the  public,  that 
sees  and  observes  everything,  jvill  declare  that  I  have  done  my  duty. 

Therefore  I  hope  the  forces  under  your  command  will  see  things  as  they  are,  and  not 
attribute  any  blame  to  me,  and  I  promise  to  do  what  I  can  to  quell  any  disturbances  that  may 
arise. 

That  the  work  mav  be  resumed  with  more  vigor,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  the  forces  a 
little  rest.  During  tnis  interval,  I  advise  all  and  every  armed  citizen  to  observe  the  greatest 
circumspection ;  and  let  there  be  subordination,  discipline,  and  respect  to  morality.  Let  the 
world  see  that  the  defenders  of  independence  are  good  citizens,  compelled  to  war  by  duty. 
Let  the  world  know  that  there  are  yet  worthy  imitators  of  Escamilla  and  Rizo. 

_,..„„, — ogle 
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DMUh  18  oerteinlT  preferable  to  Bubjuf^ioQ ;  bat  at  present  the  common  mother  of  Mezi- 
canfl,  the  laad  of  Uioal^o  and  Morelos,  requires  our  preservation,  that  our  services  maj  be 
made  use  of  at  another  time. 

I  tell  yon  of  all  this  that  jon  may  know  what  has  taken  place,  and  that  it  was  done  by  a 
eooncil  of  war.  No  single  person  is  responsible :  I  gave  my  reasons,  and  will  accomplish 
what  I  promised,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  majority. 

Independence  and  the  republic !    Moluugo,  December,  1865. 

JOAQUIN  MARTINEZ. 

A  eertified  copy :  * 

A.  TORRES,  Secretary, 


No.  3. 

[Translation.  ] 

Treaty  of  the  9th  of  December,  1865. 

In  the  town  of  Nonvaleo,  on  the  9th  of  December,  1865,  assembled  Don  Juan  OrtiE  Mon- 
■sterio,  military  commander  of  Zacualtipan,  and  Don  Jesus  Ruiz,  chief  of  the  garrison,  com- 
misdooed  by  the  general-in*chief  of  the  first  territorial  division,  Don  Vicente  Rosm  ;  and 
Don  Jos^  Felix  Lubian,  and  Don  Jesus  Martinez,  commissioned  by  Colonel  Joaquin  Mar- 
tinei,  chief  of  the  forces  and  militia  of  tiierra  and  Huasteca,  according  to  an  agreement 
msde  in  the  conference  of  the  30th  of  the  previous  month,  to  settle  the  terms  of  a  treaty  to 
put  in  end  to  the  war  in  these  districts,  who  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles,  to  wit : 

Article  1.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Sierra  and  Huasteca,  acknowledging  the 
authority  of  C.  Colonel  Joaquin  Martinez,  lay  down  their  arms  and  submit  to  the  govern' 
Bent  established  in  Mexico. 

Art.  2.  In  consequence  of  the  preceding  article,  Colonel  Joaquin  Martinez  and  all  his 
Bobordinates,  as  well  as  the  civil  authorities,  shall  have  passports  to  return  to  the  bosom  of 
their  limilies ;  and  they  shall  not  be  molested  on  account  of  political  opinions,  nor  for  acts 
tber  have  been  obliged  to  commit  in  defendiug  the  cause  they  had  embraced. 

AftT.  3.  The  people  shall  retain  their  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  implements  of  war, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  organize  a  civil  guard,  in  conformity  to  a  relative  decree. 

AlT.  4.  The  authorities  of  Sierra  and  Huasteca  shall  be  chosen  from  among  those  who 
fmku  principles  of  independence,  liberty,  and  reform,  so  there  may  be  no  connict  with  the 
poGttcal  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants,  no  exercise  of  revenge,  persecution,  nor  other  excesses 
80  common  after  struggles  like  that  which  has  lust  taken  place. 

This  present  agreement  shall  be  signed  by  the  commissioners  of  both  parties,  and  be  rati- 
fied by  Sefiors  ^sas,  Landa,  and  Martinez,  to  be  observed  and  consequent  peace  established. 

JOSfi  FELIX  LUBIAN. 
JESUS  MARTINEZ. 
JUAN  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
JESUS  RUIZ. 

Using  the  power  vested  in  me,  I  ratify  and  approve  this  treaty. 

VICENTE  ROSAS, 
Commanding  General  of  the  First  Territorial  Dvmion. 

Cokmel-in-chief  of  the  forces  of  Sierra  and  Huasteca,  with  due  power,  I  ratify  and  i^- 
pnnre  this  treaty. 

JOAQUIN  MARTINEZ. 
I  eertify  to  this  copy : 

A.  TORRES. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mbxican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  AmbrigAi 

WashingtoTif  Mqrch  2,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  of  tranBmitting  to  you,  for  the  informal 

tion  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy,  for  that  purpose,  of  a  letter 

I  roeeired  to-day  from  Colonel  Don  Gregorio  Mendez,  goVemor  and  military 

eomnumder  of  the  State  of  Tabasco,  in  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  in  the  city 
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of  San  Juan  Bautista,  the  2d  of  February  last,  in  which  he  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  the  decrees  issued  by  the  government  of  Mexico  on  the  8th  of  No- 
Tember  last,  prolonging  the  functions  of  the  constitutional  President  of  the  re 

Eublic ;  states  they  were  very  well  received  in  his  State,  and  notifies  me  they  will 
e  solemnly  published  the  next  day.  I  also  enclose  to  you,  for  the  same  purpose, 
the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  same  date  from  the  same  Colonel  Mendez  to  the  con- 
stitutional President  of  Mexico,  containing  a  similar  manifestation. 

I  accept  with  pleasure  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  as- 
surances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  (gc. 


No.  1. 
[Translation. — Extract.] 

San  Juan  Bautista, 

Tabasco,  February  2,  1866. 

My  most  DiSTiNauiSHED  Friend:  I  profit  by  the  opportunity  that  presents  to-day  to 
answer  three  letters  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receivinjr  irom  you.    *    *     * 

I  received  the  third  yesterday,  containing  an  extract  from  an  official  paper  of  the  publi- 
cation of  the  supreme  decrees  prolonging  the  presidential  term,  and  the  trial  of  Greneral 
Ortega.    •    »    * 

The  decrees,  which  I  have  already  seen,  were  very  well  received  in  this  State,  and  I  will 
order  them  to  be  solemnly  published  to-morrow.    ♦    *     • 

.  Have  the  goodness  to  remember  my  request  to  be  kept  informed  of  everything  of  interest 
to  our  cause  and  to  the  President,  to  whom  I  enclose  you  a  letter. 
Your  true  friend, 

G.  MENDEZ. 
The  Minister  Don  Matias  Romero,  Washington. 


No.  2. 
[Translation. — Extract.  ] 

San  Juan  Bautista,  February  2,  1866. 

Most  Distinguished  and  Respected  Sir  :  I  have  before  me  your  two  very  acceptable 
favors  of  the  27th  of  October  and  9th  of  November  last.    •    *     • 

Your  determination  in  rep^ard  to  General  Diaz,  who  is  now  fig^hting  in  Oaxaca,  shall  be 
duly  respected  by  me  and  my  subalterns.  That  general  is  truly  worthy  of  his  former  posi- 
tion by  his  effectiveness,  his  valor,  his  honesty,  and  his  energy,  particularly  as  his  disap- 
pearance depended  upon  causes  over  which  he  had  no  control. 

I  shall  take  ereat  pleasure  in  having  the  decrees  sent  me  by  Mr.  Romero  published  to- 
morrow ;  they  nave  my  entire  approval  and  that  of  the  State.  No  person  more  worthy,  or 
with  greater  hopes  of  the  nation,  could  have  been  trusted  with  the  supreme  command  than 
yourself,  and  at  a  time  when  a  change  might  have  caused  a  want  of  confidence,  to  say  the 
least.  The  trial  of  Mr.  Ortega  is  an  act  that  gives  power  to  the  government  from  its  prin- 
ciple of  morality,  as  it  impresses  upon  our  society  and  its  great  men  the  necessity  of  attend- 
ing to  their  duties,  and  teaches  them  the  great  impropriety  of  derelictions,  which 'they  often 
commit,  thinking  to  be  shielded  by  the  elevation  of  their  positions. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  this  State  and  Chiapas  are  quiet,  and  have  maintained 
their  inaependence.  The  people  are  struggling  bravely  in  Oaxaca,  and  it  is  very  probable 
that  the  republican  banner  will  wave  from  the  walls  of  the  capital  in  a  short  time.  Fignera, 
at  the  heaa  of  five  hundred  infantry  and  one  hundred  cavalry,  joined  a  section  of  Chiapas 
troops  on  the  6th  of  January,  advanced  to  Juchitan,  where  he  collected  a  total  of  1,300 
men,  and  attacked  Tehuantepec  on  the  J  7th.  He  carried  the  enemy's  intreuchmeuts,  but 
had  to  fall  back  from  two  well-armed  forts,  where  the  traitors  had  concentrated,  that  opened 
upon  him.  His  loss  was  very  slight.  By  express  order  from  General  Diaz  he  then  marched 
to  Sierra.    «    *    * 

I  conclude  with  an  affectionate  greeting,  wishing  you  peace  and  prosperity,  and  subscrib- 
ing  myself  your  obedient  servant,  &c.,  &c., 

G.  MENDEZ. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  Don  Benito  Juarez,  Chihuukua, 
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Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translatioii.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Wathingtont  March  3,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  the  information 
of  die  government  of  the  United  States,  the. copy  of  a  report  addressed  to  me 
from  New  York,  the  28th  of  February  last,  by  a  Mexican  citizen,  Jesus  Maria 
Gnerra,  commissioner  from  headquart.ers  of  the  central  army  near  the  federal 
government  of  Mexico,  relating  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  the  States 
composing  the  central  military  line  in  the  Mexican  republic. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
ti  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,.^,  ^c,  Sfc. 


M.  ROMERO. 


[TranslatioiL] 

ARMT  op  THE  centre  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  MEXICO— -COMMISSARY  GENERAL. 

Charged  with  a  commission  from  headquarters  near  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic, 
I  am  transientlj  in  this  city,  -and  before  continuing  mv  journey  I  believe  it  my  duty  to  give 
jon  a  report  of  the  situation  of  the  main  army  and  of  the  States  that  form  its  line.  To  do 
ibis  I  most  briefly  refer  to  some  of  the  principal  events  of  1865. 

The  condition  of  the  army  of  the  centre  and  Michoacan  was  lamentable  at  the  beginning 
'  of  the  year.  All  of  the  State  was  occupied  bv  the  invaders,  except  the  town  of  Huetauio, 
ind  the  whole  army  consisted  of  one  thousand  men,  under  Qeneral  Riva  Palacio,  when  he 
was  inaugurated  ^vemor,  and  one  hundred  that  served  as  an  escort  to  the  citizen  General- 
in-chief  Jos^  Mana  Arteaga.  After  Huetamo  was  taken  there  was  nothing  left  to  us  but  a 
small  territory,  with  not  a  town  in  it ;  we  had  no  resources,  and  the  unhealthy  climate  was 
destroying  our  little  force.     Such  was  the  situation. 

When  the  French  evacuated  that  town,  Greneral  Riva  Palacio  went  to  Zitacuaro,  surpris- 
ing the  i^rrison,  and  destroying  the  traitors  he  found  there.  He  took  two  hundred  prisoners, 
a  ouantity  of  arms,  and  everything  the  enemy  had. 

With  unceasing  energy  the  reorganization  of  the  army  began.  On  the  11th  of  April  the 
town  of  Tacambaro,  held  by  Bel^ans,  was  attacked.  The  enemy  surrendered  after  fighting 
six  hours,  and  the  republicans  gamed  a  complete  victory. 

We  next  attacked  the  town  of  Uruapam  on  the  Ibth  of  June,  and  captured  it  afler  a  fight 
of  twenty-four  hours.  It  was  strongly  fortified.  On  account  of  this  the  invaders  and  trai- 
tors were  obliged  to  evacuate  Ajrio  and  Taretan,  and  legal  governments  were  soon  estab- 
liBhed  in  those  places. 

The  army  returned  to  Tacambaro  on  the  16th  of  July,  and  was  completely  routed  by  a 
strong  column  of  Belgians  and  traitors.  All  was  lost  except  eighty  men,  who  retired  in 
good  order. 

The  confidence  of  those  who  are  fighting  in  a  just  cause,  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  and 
the  efforts  of  General  Riva  Palacio,  soon  caused  the  army  to  be  reorganized,  and  it  was  re- 
viewed in  Uruapam  on  the  4th  of  October,  consisting  of  over  three  thousand  men  completely 
armed  and  equipped. 

The  amfy  waa  then  divided,  in  order  to  operate  in  different  sections,  and  on  the  13th  of 
the  same  month  the  disastrous  event  of  Santa  Anta  Amatlan  occurred.    A  portion  of  the  ' 
amy  waa  completely  lost,  and  eight  days  afterwards  the  illustrious  General-in-chief  Jos^ 
Mana  Arteaga,  General  Carlos  SaUizar,  and  Colonels  Villagomez,  Diaz  Qonzales,  and  Perez 
Milieoa,  were  assassinated  in  accordance  with  the  barbarous  decree  of  the  3d  of  October. 

The  enemy  then  returned  to  Patzcuaro  and  Morelia,  because  they  could  hold  no  more 
places  than  they  already  had. 

AAer  the  death  of  General  Arteaga.  General  Riva  Palacio  was  elected  general-in  chief  by 
the  officers  of  the  army.     By  the  month  of  December  it  numbered  near  five  thousand  men. 

Citizen  Gttieral  Regules  was  named  chief  of  the  first  division,  and  with  it  he  traversed 
the  State  from  Tacambaro  to  Uruapam  and  Zitacuaro.  In  that  transit  he  routed  the  traitors 
at  Augangueo,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  threatened  the  towns  of  Zoluca  and  Timaltepec. 

Sudi  was  the  condition  of  the  armv  of  the  centre  and  Michoacan  in  December  last  when 
I  left  Zitacuaro,  and  by  it  you  may  judge  of  the  advantages  gained  in  one  year  of  constant 
struggle, 
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In  February,  1865,  the  State  govemmexit  could  not  hold  a  single  town — ^they  were  all  oc- 
cupied— and  now  they  have  an  extensive  line,  the  enemy  being  reduced  to  Morelia,  Patz- 
cuaro,  Moravatio,  and  Zamora. 

At  that  time  the  army  consisted  of  little  more  than  one  thousand  men ;  now  it  has  over 
five  thousand,  well  organized,  in  Michoacan  and  in  the  first  district  of  the  State  of  Mexico. 

We  have  not  done  so  well  in  the  States  of  Jalisco,  Guanajuato,  and  Queretaro ;  the  goT- 
emor  of  the  second  was  in  prison,  and  the  governor  of  Queretaro  was  assassinated  by  tbe 
French.  These  events  have  caused  some  confusion,  of  course,  yet  new  efforts  are  making 
in  those  States  to  sustain  the  national  cause.  Honored  leaders  have  been  authorized  to  or- 
ganize forces,  and  they  must  be  already  active  in  the  south  of  Jalisco  and  Guanajuato, 
where  they  will  rapidly  increase,  as  General  Canto  has  been  set  at  liberty  by  exchange  of 
prisoners  between  General  Biva  Palacio  and  Marshal  Bazaine,  and  will  revive  tbe  patriotism 
in  that  section. 

This  slight  sketch  will  convince  you  that  when  the  central  army  has  given  liberty  to  all 
the  towns  in  Michoacan,  the  army  will  enlarge,  the  enthusiasm  of  its  men  will  increase,  and 
they  are  already  disposed  to  make  any  sacrifice  for  national  honor. 

It  is  vain  for  the  imperial  press  to  say  that  State,  and  others  of  the  line,  are  at  peace ;  it 
is  useless  to  pretend  they  are  satisfied  with  intervention ;  and  it  is  wrong  to  say  only  lawless 
bands  are  letc— it  is  all  untrue.  The  fact  is,  battle  still  follows  battle,  and  the  invaders  and 
traitors  are  only  masters  of  the  towns  they  hold  in  subjection  by  force  of  arms.  The  people 
have  struggled  gloriously  in  defence  of  liberty,  and  the  courage  of  the  brave  sons  of  Zita- 
cuaro,  who  preferred  misery  to  subjection  to  imperial  power,  is  proof  to  the  w.orld  that  they 
hate  intervention,  and  are  worthy  of  independence. 

The  forces  that  are  now  contending  are  not  predatory  bands,  for  those  never  attack  and 
capture  fortified  places,  but  belong  to  the  army  of  the  centre,  regularly  organized,  and  ac- 
knowledged as  belligerents  by  Marshal  Bazaine  in  his  exchange  treaty  with  General  Riva 
Palacio  on  the  5th  of  December. 

It  is  superfluous  for  me  to  make  any  remarks  on  the  facts  given  in  this  report,  all  of  which 
are  exact  and  true.  I  am  sure  you  will  give  them  the  consideration  they  deserve ;  and  you 
may  be  certain  that  the  army  of  the  centre,  and  the  people  within  its  lines,  will  continue 
faithful  and  constant  in  this  unfortunate  crisis  of  their  country. 

These  advantages,  gained  by  the  courage  and  patriotism  of  the  Mexican  people,  are  coun- 
teracted, to  a  certain  extent,  by  the  absolute  want  of  means  in  the  central  line.  The  ma- 
rine custom-houses  are  in  the  power  of  the  invader,  and  the  people  are  tired  of  supporting 
the  national  army,  so  exhausting  to  their  resources.  The  soldier  seldom  receives  his  pay, 
and  only  the  most  fervent  patriotism  can  keep  the  army  together.  The  want  of  provisions 
causes  a  consequent  want  of  all  the  elements  of  war.  We  have  no  means  of  transport,  no 
commissary  department ;  there  is  a  scarcity  of  ammunition  ;  even  guns  are  scarce,  of  dif- 
ferent calibres,  and  many  are  old  ones  that  have  been  repaired  and  almost  useless. 

On  the  contrary,  our  enemies  have  all  the  elements  of  war  that  the  French  treasuiy  can 
furnish  them,  and  if  the  present  situation  continues  much  longer  we  may  have  to  lament 
greater  disasters  in  future. 

I  have  the  honor,  citizen  minister,  to  offer  you  the  assurances  of  my  attentive  consideration. 

JESUS  MA.  GUERRA. 

Citizen  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  in  Washington, 

New  York,  February  28,  1666. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

"Washington,  March  9,  1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  remit  to  you  copy,  bo  far  a»  touches  the 
matter,  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  to-day  from  Paris,  dated  19th  of  Feb- 
ruary last  past,  ill  which  important  advices  are  given  to  me  respecting  the  policy 
which  the  French  government  proposes  to  follow  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico.  The 
person  who  writes  the  letter  is  worthy  in  all  respects  of  confidence,  and  the 
sources  from  which  his  knowledge  is  derived  are  also  authentic. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  EOMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  8fc.,  Sfc, 
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[TranslatioD.— Extract.  ] 

Paris,  February  19,  1866. 

Esteemed  Friend  :  Still  in  bed  and  without  strenfl^h,  I  nevertheless  take  up  the  pen  to 
eommamcate  to  jou  some  information  I  have  derived  from  a  person  connected  with  a  high 
faDctionarj  of  the  empire.  He  assures  me  that  at  the  last  two  conferences  of  the  council  of 
ministers  it  was  resolved  to  try  a  middle  course  on  fhe  Mexican  question,  which  gives  those 
miiiisten  disquiet  who  have  been  for  the  simple  withdrawal  of  the  army.  It  seems  that  this 
middle  course  consists  in  forming  in  Mexico  a  Franco* Mexican  party,  which  is  to  hoist  as  a 
D«w  standard  the  departure  of  Maximilian,  and  the  re-establisnment  of  the  republic  with 
Basune  as  president  ad  interim.  Thus  it  is  thought  to  tie  the  hands  and  stop  the  mouths  of 
the  United  States.  Absurd  as  this  project  may  appear,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  fully  of  its 
existence.  The  news  comes  borne  out  by  various  antecedents — the  invincible  repugnance 
wliich  Napoleon  feels  to  withdraw  his  forces,  without  concealing  that  he  was  mistaken,  that 
Baziine  is  working  for  himself  in  Mexico,  and  the  project  bein^  the  theme  of  all  the  French 
employes  and  functionaries,  who  for  some  time  have  been  informing  Napoleon  that  the  French 
annj  is  looked  on  favorably  by  the  Mexicans,  and  that  what  they  dislike  is  the  monarchy 
ind  the  incompetency  of  Maximilian.     So  I  have  read  for  some  time  in  the  private  letters 

from  the  Abb^ .    I  am  assured  that  this  was  the  idea  that  Barr6s  tried  to  inculcate  in 

the  interviews  which  he  had  with  Napoleon ;  and  of  myself  many  times  questions  have  be^n 
asked  in  this  sense.  By  the  last  packet  a  chief  of  staff  and  an  employ^  of  the  finance 
depirtment  have  gone  out,  and  perhaps  they  go  to  modify,  in  accordance  with  this  idea,  the 
instractioDs  of  Saulard,  for  the  packet  was  even  delayed  to  wait  for  them.        *         »         « 

It  is  stated  that  the  minister  of  that  republic  here  is  condescending  to  this  government 
eren  to  weakness;     He  is  flattered  and  praised  incessantly  with  real  recklessness.    *    «    * 
Tour  friend, 

8e2or  H.  Bomero,  Washington, 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mbxicax  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  March  9,  1866. 
Mr.  Sbcrbtary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  contained  in  the  an- 
nexed index,  received  by  the  last  steamer  from  Vera  Cruz,  showing  the  state  of 
afeira  in  the  military  eastern  line  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

I  accept  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
iQost  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  S[c.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


h^  «f  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  Legation  in  Washington  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
ihi  United  States  J  tcith  the  note  of  the  9th  of  March,  concerning  events  on  the  military  eastern 
imeftht  Mexican  republic, 

Ko.  1.  February  14,  1866. — (General  Garcia  to  Mr.  Bomero :  Remission  of  several  pack- 
*p««  for  the  federal  government  of  Mexico. 

Jio.2.  February  J  4,  1866. — General  Garcia  to  President  Juarez:  Report  of  the  state  of 
*feir«  on  the  eastern  line. 

So.  3.  February  9,  1866. — General  Garcia  to  General  Mejia:  OflScial  despatch  of  General 
Alatorre,  relating  to  the  loss  of  the  coast  north  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  condition  of  the  south 
«?*»t,  for  want  of  means. 

No.  4.  February  14, 1866. — General  Garcia  to  General  Mejia :  Official  despatch  of  Colonel 
Don  Lois  Figueroa,  conceminjr  the  battle  of  Tehuantepec,  on  the  7th  of  January,  '[S^Q. 

No  6.  JiQuary  20,  1866. — General  Diaz :  Report  of  his  last  movements  in  the  State  of 
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No.  1. 
[Translation.— Extract.  ] 

Tlacotalpam,  February  14, 1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  jonr  two  estimable  letters  of  the  3d  and  20th  of  Janoarj  last,  and 
will  now  answer  them.     *    *     » 

You  will  also  see  what  I  saj  to  Mr.  Juarez  and  the  department  of  ^vemment  in  regaid 
to  the  presidentisd  question.  I  am  sure  all  the  people  of  that  line  will  vote  for  him  to  con- 
'tinue  in  the  prnsidency  of  the  republic  till  a  new  election  can  take  place,  and  as  the  acts 
have  not  yet  been  printed,  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy,  in  case  yon  should  need  it  in  your  di- 
plomatic relations  with  that  government ;  and  should  you  want  the  printed  proceedings  be- 
fore I  receive  them,  you  can  make  use  of  my  official  despatch  to  the  department,  as  it  is  an 
exact  expression  of  the  truth  and  a  certain  announcement  of  the  result  this  affair  is  going  to 
have. 

I  have  no  time  for  more,  but  referring  you  to  my  official  communications,  I  remain  your 
affectionate  friend, 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA 

Minister  Don  Matias  Romero,  Washington. 


No.  2. 
[Translation. — Extract.] 

Tlacotalpam,  February  14, 1866. 

Tour  Excellency  :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  estimable  favor  yesterday,  dated 
in  Chihuahua  on  the  1st  of  December  last,  which  I  now  have  the  pleasure  to  answer.  *  *  * 

With  your  usual  good  judgment  you  advise  me  to  attack  Orizava,  Cordova,  Jalapa,  and 
Vera  Cruz,  while  General  Diaz  is  operating  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca.  That  has  been  my  in- 
tention for  some  time,  but  I  could  not  accomplish  it,  because,  as  I  told  you  several  times 
since  last  May,  there  are  no  arms  here,  and  we  do  not  know  where  to  get  them ;  cense 
quently  my  forces  cannot  be  increased  by  a  single  man,  for  I  would  not  have  a  gun  to  giTe 
him.  I  have  been  able  to  procure  small  quantities  of  powder  and  lead  at 'exorbitant  prices, 
but  I  cannot  get  arms,  for  none  are  manufactured  in  this  section,  and  the  enemy  prevents 
their  import  by  sea  from  other  countries  by  means  of  their  navy.  Neither  you  nor  Mr. 
Romero  have  been  able  to  send  me  any,  though  I  have  repeatedly  asked  for  them  since  I 
was  appointed  general-in-chief  of  the  eastern  line  in  May  last. 

For  these  and  other  reasons,  I  repeat  that  I  wish  to  give  up  the  command  of  this  line  to 
General  Diaz,  if  I  could  communicate  with  bin,  for  I  had  rather  continue  to  fight  for  na- 
tional independence  with  less  renponsibility  and  fewer  serious  inconveniences. 

You  will  see  from  my  despatches  to  the  war  department,  that  General  Alatorre  has  at  last 
given  up  the  northern  coast  of  this  State,  for  want  of  means  to  curry  on  his  heroic  defence  of 
that  portion  of  the  country ;  and  that  General  Figueroa  was  defeated  on  the  7th  instant  at 
Tehuantepec,  after  attempting  a  coalition  with  General  Diaz  near  Oaxaca,  which  could  not 
be  effected. 

I  had  anticipated  General  Alatorre's  misfortune,  and  even  told  you  of  it,  for  he  had  not 
enough  arms  and  ammunition  to  resist,  and  I  had  none  to  send  him.  I  sent  him  $2,000,  at  a 
considerable  sacrifice,  to  purchase  a  few  necessary  articles,  but  as  the  sum  was  small,  and 
arms  could  not  be  procured,  he  suffered  an  inevitable  disaster.  I  have  just  now  learned 
officially  that  the  Austrians,  violating  the  capitulation  of  Papantla,  have  sent  General  Alatorre 
a  prisoner  to  Mexico,  and  did  not  grant  him  passports  to  go  where  he  pleased,  as  Uiey  did  the 
other  chiefs  and  officers.  Colonel  Figueroa^s  forces,  all  we  have  on  the  road  between  here 
and  Oaxaca,  were  in  a  very  bad  condition  after  the  defeat  at  Tehuantepec,  and  I  have  con- 
tinued to  aid  them  up  to  this  time  with  ammunition  and  money,  as  far  as  my  means  would 
allow,  and  I  am  going  to  send  them  clothes,  for  they  were  nearly  naked  when  they  returned 
from  Tehuantepec. 

i  Here  its  uuiuiug  particular  in  the  State  of  Tabasco.  The  governor  of  Chiapas  is  sending 
armed  forces  and  ammunition  to  aid  Juchitan. 

It  is  again  reported  that  a  hostile  expedition  is  to  invade  this  part  of  the  State  from  Vera 
Cruz.  It  may  be  true  this  time,  as  it  is  announced  that  the  column  under  Count  Thun,  who 
concluded  the  treaty  with  Alatorre,  and  has  now  nothing  to  do,  will  turn  its  attention  to  the 
southern  coast. 

I  learn  through  the  papers  that  you  are  at  Paso  del  Norte. 

I  wish  you  well,  and  desire  that  you  continue  your  estimable  correspondence  with  yonr 
friend  and  servant, 

ALEJANDRO  GARCU. 

President  Don  Benito  Juarez,  Paso  del  Norte,  ^  - 
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No.  3. 

[  Traoslation.  ] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— HBADQ1TARTERS  OF  THE  EASTERN  LINE,  NO.  3. 

Citizen  Minister  :  With  a  letter  I  addressed  to  the  constitutional  president  of  therepub- 
Kc,  tbroneh  the  citizen  minister  of  the  republic  in  Washington,  I  sent  No.  25  of  the  official 
bulletin  of  headquarters  of  the  eastern  line,  containing  an  extract  from  the  long  despatch  on 
the  defeat  at  Tlapacoyan,  bj  Gleneral  Ignacio  R.  Alatorre,  chief  of  the  northern  forces  in  the 
State  of  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  30th  of  November  last. 

I  presume  the  supreme  goyemment  hoard  of  that  disaster  bj  the  despatch.  The  mishap 
was  caused  by  the  want  of  arms  and  ammunition ;  and  from  what  I  wrote  at  that  time  the 
President  will  learn  of  a  still  greater  disaster  in  that  quarter,  the  principal  cause  of  which 
was  a  want  of  those  same  elements  of  war. 

Mj  prophecy  was  unfortunately  fulfilled.  Greneral  Alatorre  sent  me  the  following  report 
from  Fapantla,  dated  the  8th  of  January  last : 

*'  I  will  ^ye  you  an  account  of  the  latest  military  eyents  that  have  taken  place  on  this 
line,  and  t^r  final  results.  As  some  of  the  chiefs  and  officers  who  fought  under  me  may 
happen  in  your  part  of  the  country,  they  can  give  you  a  verbal  account  of  the  particulars  of 
the  eveDts  to  which  I  now  refer  in  a  very  general  mantaer. 

**  After  the  defence  of  Tlapacoyan,  (a  report  of  which  I  sent  you  with  the  account  of  Gen- 
eral Mendez's  victory  in  Espinal,)  I  left  nine^  men  in  Ixcacoaco,  five  leagues  from  Tlapa- 
coyan, under  General  Andrade.  The  rest  of  the  Zamora  battalion  that  had  taken  part  in  the 
defence  mentioned  marched  to  Mizantla,  and  joined  the  main  body. 

*"  I  permitted  the  national  guards  of  Pital,  Jicaltepec,  and  Nautla,  with  the  exception  of 
eighty  men,  the  garrison  of  Ixcacoaco,  to  disband  and  go  home  temporarily,  to  provide  them- 
tAres  with  clothmg,  which  they  absolutely  needed.  After  the  events  of  Tlapacoyan  I  called 
together  the  chiefs  to  deliberate  upon  the  best  steps  to  take  in  case  the  enemy  continued  their 
ineanrions  on  the  line.  We  decided  the  best  thing  to  be  done  was  to  concentrate  all  tlie 
forces  at  one  point,  and  gather  all  the  resources  we  could,  to  make  the  best  defence  possible 
under  the  circumstances.  The  place  chosen  unanimously  for  concentration  was  this  town. 
"The  heroic  defence  of  Tlapacoyan  by  my  forces  a  short  time  previous  awed  the  enemy, 
aaid  kept  them  at  bay.  They  did  not  dare  to  attack  me  till  they  were  prepared  for  a  regular 
campaign  against  this  town  of  Papantla  and  the  places  I  held.  The  advanced  force  of  Ixca- 
coaco was  Maten  on  the  17th  of  December  last  by  400  men  from  Tlapacoyan.  Notwith- 
standing the  numerical  inequality,  they  prepared  for  the  combat,  resomog  at  Iclast  to  make 
inch  a  resistance  as  to  cause  some  damage  to  the  enemy ;  but  a  column  of  the  latter,  taking 
a  circultoas  road  that  had  been  stopped  up  by  an  abatis,  as  was  supposed,  came  out  in  the 
rear  of  the  small  republican  force,  which  had  to  disperse  to  save  themselves  from  useless 
destruction.  The  picket  of  the  Llave  battalion,  in  the  centre  of  the  village  of  Ixcacoaco, 
was  sorprised  by  tne  enemy  and  scattered,  losing  the  safe  of  the  second  column  and  all  the 
money  it  contained,  3,000  gun-cartridges,  and  a  row  arms.  Besides  this,  they  lost  one  officer 
kiDed,  sereral  soldiers  wounded,  and  twelve  prisoners.  Although  the  enemy *s  force  that 
came  up  in  our  rear  spent  four  hours  in  opening  the  road  we  had  stopped  by  felling  trees, 
we  hflfl  no  notice  of  their  coming  from  the  pickets  we  had  sent  to  watcn  them.  I  mention 
this  to  show  the  selfishness  and  indifference  tnat  prevails  in  those  towns,  and  which  has  caused 
me  much  harm. 

**  Almost  at  the  same  time  with  these  events  at  Ixcacoaco,  news  came  to  me  from  Zacapo- 
astla  that  great  preparations  were  making  for  a  descent  on  Papantla.  Now  was  the  time 
ibr  the  concentration  of  the  troops  to  save  them  from  being  cut  up  in  detail.  In  the  mean 
time,  to  stop  the  advance  of  the  Austrians  that  threatened  to  come  out  from  Ixcacoaco,  I 
gathered  the  men  I  had  disbanded  in  that  section,  ordered  out  the  national  guards  of  Pital, 
Jicaltepec,  and  Nautla,  had  them  armed,  and  assembled  them  in  Maria  de  la  Torre,  a  place 
I  bad  already  ordered  to  be  fortified. 

"  When  about  to  give  orders  for  the  third  coluotn  of  the  division  to  leave  Mizantla,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  leave  that  place,  whose  inhabitants  had  given  me 
80  much  assistance,  to  the  ravages  of  the  mutinous  Indians,  from  which  it  had  previously 
nfiered.  The  place  must  be  protected  firom  the  savages ;  and  this  was  hard,  because  the 
earrison  must  be  withdrawn.  After  much  reflection  and  consultation  with  m^  officers,  I 
oetennined  to  leave  Mizantla  to  the  care  of  the  Austrian  forces,  who  would  certainly  protect 
it  from  the  Indians.  Now,  the  time  occupied  in  thi<«  arrangement  would  give  me  leisure  to 
move  to  Papantla,  which  I  could  not  do  if  the  enemy  resolved  to  oppose  me  vigorously.  I 
addressed  Major  Schonowsky,  the  commander  of  the  imperial  forces  in  the  Sierra,  and  told 
him  why  I  was  obliged  to  put  Mizantla  under  his  protection.  An  eight-days'  armistice  was 
agreed  upon,  during  which  time  I  had  all  of  my  forces  and  supplies  moved  to  Papantla,  only 
leaving  a  few  troops  to  hold  the  pass  to  Maria  de  la  Torre.  Mizantla  was,  therefore,  occu- 
pied by  a  column  of  Austrians  on  the  26th  of  December,  the  same  day  the  troops  I  had  left 
to  guvd  it  came  out  On  the  ^th  I  went  to  Papantla.  The  rest  of  the  troops  I  had  left  to 
guard  the  road  came  in  on  the  31st.  As  soon  as  the  armistice  expired,  which  was  on  the  28th 
at  six  in  the  evening,  the  enemy  moved  towards  us.  r^  ^^^T^ 
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"All  of  onr  troops,  iDcludine  ihe  first  colnmn  under  Qeneral  Mendes,  who  bad  rem^n^d 
in  the  neighborbood  since  bis  victory  at  Espinal,  amounted  to  4T7  men,  with  t(iree  pieces  of 
urtillerj  and  very  little  ammunition.  I  detailed  all  my  plans  of  operation  to  Colonel  Honorato 
Domingues,  of  the  fourth  colnmn,  and  gave  him  instructions  to  act  according  k)  emergency. 
From  my  first  arrival  at  the  place,  I  feared  my  campaign  would  soon  be  at  an  end. 

*'  This  apathy  of  the  inhabitants  had  often  before  given  me  much  uneasiness.  The  politi- 
cal chief  of  the  line  announced  to  me  at  once  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain  supplies 
for  the  support  of  my  forces  ;  and  he  told  me  frankly  that  what  was  given  to  me  the  first 
day  was  all  I  could  get,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  that  was  obtained.  Huasteca  had 
submitted  to  the  empire  a  few  days  before  my  arrival ;  Martinez  had  gpven  up  everything. 
Had  I  anticipated  that  I  would  not  have  returned  to  the  place. 

•'I  assembled  General  Mufioz,  the  political  chief  of  the  line.  General  Ortega,  (governor  of 
Puebla,  who  had  taken  refuge  here  because  his  State  was  entirely  invaded, )  and  Generals 
Andrade  and  Mendez,  to  consider  what  was  to  be  done  in  this  critical  situation.  We  resolyed 
that  an  armistice  should  be  obtained  at  all  hazard,  to  give  us  timc^  to  reorganize.  To  efiiect 
this  a  commissioner  was  sent  to  Mr.  Esteva,  informing  him  that  it  would  be  acceptable  if  the 
licentiate  Galicia  could  come  and  make  honorable  arrangements  to  pre\:eut  the  effusion  of 
blood  in  this  town.  Information  of  this  step  was  given  to  the  Austrian  commander,  request- 
ing him  to  suspend  operations  on  the  place.  The  object  we  had  in  view  was  to  give  up  Pa- 
pantla  to  the  enemy,  for  it  could  be  of  no  use  to  us,  and  then  have  time  to  move  to  some 
other  more  desirable  locality,  where  we  could  carry  on  the  war  to  a  better  advantage. 

"When  our  commissioner  delivered  the  note  to  Mr.  Schonowsky  in  Texuitlan,  he  con- 
sented to  the  armistice,  but  insisted  that  his  troops  should  bold  the  river,  and  advanced  his 
columns  accordingly  to  different  points.  I  had  sent  General  Mendez  with  my  firat  division 
on  a  foraging  expedition  in  the  district  of  Texuitlan,  but  be  had  to  iall  back  to  avoid  a  col- 
lision witn  the  enemy,  which  would  break  the  armistice  we  so  much  needed. 

"The  enemy  were  not  satisfied  with  occupying  a  few  points  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  On  the  1st  they  crossed  over  to  this  side,  and  we  could  not  prevent  them,  for  our  force 
was  not  large  enough  to  defend  all  the  fbrrds. 

"On  the  10th  they  established  themselves  in  San  Pablo,  four  leagues  northeast  of  this 
place,  and  at  the  hacienda  del  Rincon,  six  leagues  southeast.  They  numbered  1,500  men, 
with  eleven  pieces  of  rifled  mountain  artillery  and  plenty  of  ammunition. 

"On  the  same  day  General  Mendez's  column  was  re-enforced  by  one  hundred  men  under 
Colonel  Lorenzo  Fernandez,  of  the  Zamora  battalion,  and  stationed  itself  at  Agua  Dulce  to 
watch  the  enemy  at  Rincon  hacienda. 

**0n  the  11th  the  enemy  advanced  upon  Agua  Dulce.  Our  troops  waited  for  them,  and 
the  battle  began  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  hundred  men  of  the  Zamora  bat- 
talion, with  some  slight  assistance,  under  the  command  of  their  gallant  colonel,  formed  a 
line  of  battle  in  the  open  field,  and  met  the  imperialists  with  such  determination  that  tbey 
fled  in  great  disorder,  followed  by  our  men  for  a  league  They  left  two  pieces  of  artilleiy 
and  fourteen  boxes  of  ammunition  on  the  field,  and  most  of  their  men  and  mules  fled  to  the 
woods.  The  Zamora  Actives  then  returned  to  their  former  position  and  formed  a  line  of 
battle.  The  ground  was  level.  They  had  hardly  formed  when  eighty  or  one  hundred  Aus- 
trians  suddenly  attacked  them  with  great  fury.  After  a  few  rounds  our  soldiers  charged 
bayonets,  but  could  not  resist  the  impetuosity  of  the  hussars.  The  enemy  had  turned  their 
left  wing,  and  despite  the  gallant  efforts  of  the  brave  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fernandez  and  bis 
worthy  officers,  one  of  whom  was  killed  in  battle,  the  victory  escaped  us. 

"Unfortunately  General  Mendez's  column,  composed  of  the  national  guards  imperfectly 
organized,  could  give  no  assistance  to  Fernandezes  men,  and  the  enemy  recovered  wnat  they 
had  lost  in  the  beginning  of  the  fight,  with  the  exception  of  one  piece  of  artillery  and  the 
prisoners  that  bad  been  sent  to  this  town.  A  part  of  the  national  guard,  under  Colonel 
Miguel  Perea,  stationed  at  Tesolutla,  was  also  surprised  and  routed  Uie  same  day  by  the 
enemy's  column  from  San  Pablo. 

"  After  those  unfortunate  events,  that  cost  us  three  officers  killed  and  four  wounded,  thirty- 
six  soldiers  killed,  nine  wounded  ;  one  colonel  and  eleven  soldiers  prisoners,  and  the  disper- 
sion of  all  of  our  forces  that  had  taken  part  in  the  combat,  our  situation  was  much  worse,  as 
might  be  expected. 

"  Soon  after  the  battle  of  Agua  Dulce,  the  commissioner  we  bcul  sent  to  the  Austrian  com- 
mander to  protest  against  the  advance  of  bis  troops  during  a  negotiation,  returned,  bringing 
a  letter  agreeing  to  an  armistice  till  Mr.  Galicia  and  General  Thun  should  arrive  with  forces 
to  garrison  San  Pablo  and  Agua  Dulce.  He  told  the  commissioner  be  was  sonry  the  battle 
baa  occurred ;  he  had  ordered  his  troops  to  take  possession  of  Agua  Dulce,  but  he  thought 
it  was  not  occupied.  In  the  letter  be  proposed  a  conference  between  General  MuQoz  and 
himself  at  Rincon,  to  arrange  the  positions  of  the  two  armies  till  Messrs.  Thun  and  Galicia 
should  arrive.  The  consultation  took  place,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  enemy  should  oc- 
cupy Rincon  and  San  Pablo,  but  Agua  Dulce  should  be  neutral  ground.  This  took  place  on 
the  night  of  the  1 1  th  and  we  returned  the  next  day. 

"  On  the  13th  Mr.  Munos  received  a  letter  from  Don  Ignacio  Toledano  in  Rincon,  stating 
that  he  was  Galicia's  commissioner,  and  had  come  to  attend  to  the  business.  Haste  was 
u:  gcd  in  this  letter,  as  the  Austriaus  were  anxious  to  break  the  armistice.    This  was  true ; 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  103 

the  commander  in  San  Pablo  had  opposed  the  armistice,  and  was  determined  to  advance, 
having  already  made  a  demonstration  to  that  effect  against  positive  orders. 

"Ajtt  Anstriau  captain,  who  came  on  the  13th  to  arrange  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and 
sm&ll-arms  for  the  piece  of  artillery  we  had  taken,  showed  by  his  manner  and  vague  answers 
thai  they  did  not  intend  to  observe  the  armistice,  and  I  thought  we  had  better  retire.  Mr. 
Toledano  was  written  for.  He  could  not  come ;  so,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  we  had  to 
go  back  to  the  enemy's  camp,  whence  we  returned  with  Major  Schonowsky,  commander  of 
flie  Austrian  forces,  and  two  of  his  officers,  to  this  place  to  conclude  the  agreement. 

**  After  some  discussion,  where  we  were  the  weak  against  the  strong,  the  terms  which  I 
enclose  you  were  agreed  upon.  They  were  literally  complied  with  ;  the  greater  part  of  the 
troops  have  lef^  and  I  with  the  officers  will  soon  quit.  The  Austrians  came  in  on  the  J  6th, 
laving  a  garriaon,  and  then  going  to  Texuitlan  or  Zacapoastla  on  the  ]  8th.  As  is  stated  in 
the  caption  of  the  terms  of  treaty,  onlv  militarv  affairs  are  treated  of.  Everything  in  rela- 
tioQ  to  the  canton  of  Papantla  was  settled  on  other  bases  formed  two  months  ago  by  the  im- 
perial commissioners.  I  presume  Mr.  Munos,  who  had  charge  of  the  arrangement,  will  give 
jou  the  particulars. 

"Thos.  general,  has  the  campaign  of  the  northern  line  ended.  I  regret  it;  but  I  and  my 
comptuiions  in  arms  have  fought  confidently,  and  have  suffered^all  sorts  of  hardships  and' 
privations,  until  circumstances  rendered  it  impossible  to  continue  the  struggle  longer.  My 
troable  is  great ;  but  I  could  not  change  the  decrees  of  fate,  that  have  brought  me  to  this 
extremity  after  nine  months  of  terrible  contest.  My  trouble  is  great ;  but  my  conscience 
aod  that  of  my  subalterns  are  calm,  because  we  know  our  duty  has  been  accomplished,  and 
tor  honor  has  come  out  of  the  trial  untarnished." 

I  regret  being  obliged  to  send  you  this,  with  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  mentioned,  for  the 
information  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  republic 

I  tried  in  vain  to  furnish  General  Alatorre  witn  arms  and  ammunition  to  defend  the  north- 
ern coast  of  this  State.  I  wrote  to  the  President  several  times  since  last  May,  to  send  me 
arsis,  as  none  could  be  had  in  this  part  of  the  country,  except  at  a  very  high  price,  and  not 
many  of  anv  kind  remained.  As  the  enemy  have  possession  of  all  the  seaports,  they  have 
Toy  carefally  excluded  all  articles  contraband  of  war. 

General  Alatorre  also  did  all  he  could  to  keep  up  the  defence  of  that  line ;  and  although  I 
KQt  him  an  order  for  $2,000  which  he  collected  in  Tecal tepee,  it  was  of  little  use,  for  he 
ht^ed  arms  and  ammunition  which  could  not  be  obtained  ;  so  that,  with  all  his  bravery  and 
patriotism,  he  could  not  longer  resist  the  lai|^  number  of  Austrians  that  came  down  upon 
him,  amply  provided  with  every  necessary  of  war. 

That  important  part  of  our  territory,  then,  must  remain  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  not  for 
the  want  of  inclination  of  the  good  Mexicans  to  defend  it,  but  for  want  of  the  means  of  re- 
sistance. 

Thus  the  enemy,  victorious  at  Papantla,  with  nothing  to  attract  their  attention  elsewhere, 
may  realize  their  original  design  to  invade  the  rest  oT  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  where  the 
purest  republican  sentiments  and  the  most  tried  patriotism  have  prevailed.  If  that  should  be 
the  case,  it  is  my  duty  to  repeat  it  here,  so  that  you  may  inform  the  President,  we  have  no 
means  in  the  line  and  cannot  procure  any,  though  I  have  applied  to  the  governor  of  the  State, 
to  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  to  our  minister  in  Washington,  to  whom  I  sent  a  special 
c<mimiasioner  for  that  purpose,  who  has  not  yet  returned. 

My  situation  for  these  reasons  is  very  precarious,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  the  supreme 
(TOTemment  of  it ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  insinuate  that  we  are  in  despair,  or  intend  to  shrink 
from  the  performance  of  our  duties.  You  may  be  sure,  Mr.  Minister,  we  will  all  do  our  duty, 
bat  I  must  repeat,  we  can  do  nothing  without  arms.  This  I  said  to  the  President  in  my  de- 
§fMUch  of  the  UOth  of  November  last :  '*  Let  the  enemy  come  upon  us  in  all  their  strength ;  I 
will  die  like  a  good  Mexican  in  defence  of  my  beloved  country,  and  that  is  all  they  can  ask 
of  me ;  bnt  if  this  portion  of  the  republic  is  lost  for  want  of  resources,  I  am  not  responsible 
for  it," 

With  such  intentions,  I  protest  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  respect. 

Independence  and  liberty  !    Tiacotalpam,  February  9,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

The  Citixen  Minister  of  War  and  Marine, 

Paso  del  NorU^  (or  wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  4. 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— headquarters  OP  THE  EASTERN  LINE. 

On  the  27th  of  January  last,  citizen  Colonel  Luis  P.  Figneroa  wrote  me  from  Seyaltepec, 
as  follows : 

*' A»  a  result  of  my  expedition  against  the  enemy  in  this  State^  I  send  you  a  report  of  mv 
assault,  capture,  and  abandonment  of  Tehuantepec.    At  8  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  5th 
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I  surprised  the  enemy,  catting^  off  the  rear  guard  at  Misteqoilla,  and  coantermarching  to 
Comitancillo. 

**  At  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  set  out  for  Tehuantepec,  Tv-here  I  arrived  at 
half  past  7.  I  immediately  arranged  the  attack  with  my  two  oolamns,  under  Ramirez,  Zar- 
agoza,  Sarmiento,  the  Zaragoza  battalion  under  Colonel  Cosme  Damian,  Gomez,  and  Com- 
mander Cristoforo  Canseco.  The  signal  of  attack  beint;  g^ven,  fire  was  opened  upon  the 
enemy,  and  they  were  soon  driven  by  our  valiant  forces  from  their  strongholds  of  San  'Bias 
Hill,  the  convent  of  Santo  Domingo,  and  their  intrenchments.  Victory  was  smiling  upon 
us,  with  the  prospect  of  possessing  a  fortified  town,  defended  by  1,500  men  and  two  pieces 
of  rifled  cannon,  when  the  auxiliaries  from  Jnohitan,  who  were  ordered  to  bold  the  San  Bias 
Hill,  rushed  into  the  town  to  participate  in  the  general  fight,  where  they  were  desperately 
cut  to  pieces  and  were  compelled  to  retreat. 

**  I  did  my  best  to  keep  tne  forces  together  and  retain  possession  of  the  place ;  but  all  my 
efforts  were  vain,  and  I  saw  my  defeat  would  be  complete  if  I  did  not  witndraw  my  forces ; 
so  I  fell  back  with  considerable  loss  of  dead  and  wounded,  lamenting  the  death  of  the  in- 
trepid sauadron  commander,  Pedro  Sanchez.  I  am  generally  opposed  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  those  who  do  their  dutv  merely ;  but  on  this  occasion  I  must  commend  everv  man  I 
have,  from  the  soldier  to  that  highest  officer,  and  I  am  compelled  to  specify  the  battalion 
conmianders  citizens  Jesus  Ramirez,  Ramon  Sarmiento,  and  Felipe  Zaragoza,  and  squadron 
commander  LoroDzo  Guzman,  in  my  recommendation,  to  your  particular  attention. 

^*  In  short,  every  man  did  his  duty ;  and  I  beg  you,  in  your  report  of  this  feat  of  arms  to 
the  superior  authorities,  that  you  recommend  all  my  subordinates." 

I  communicate  this  for  your  information,  calling  your  attention  to  the  recommendation  of 
Colonel  Fieueroa  to  some  of  his  chiefs. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Tlacotalpam,  February  14,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCU. 

The  Citizen  Ministkr  op  War, 

Paso  del  Norttf  (or  wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  5. 
[Translation.— Extract.  ] 

YosoNDUA,  State  op  Oaxaca, 

January  28,  1866. 
Very  Dear  Friend  :  ••••••* 

On  the  6th  of  this  month,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  out  the  Austrian  garrison  from  Sila- 
cayoapam.  I  threatened  Tlaxiaco,  succeeded  in  my  plan,  and  took  possession  of  the  former 
place.  I  intended  by  this  same  movement  to  attract  an  Austno-traitor  column,  which  was 
marching  to  attack  Figueroa. 

On  ni^ng  my  appearance  before  Tlaxiaco,  its  garrison,  superior  in  number  to  my  forces, 
under  Ramirez  de  Acevedo,  came  out  to  meet  me.  My  cavalry  (the  same  that  Ramos  had 
at  Oaxaca  in  1860)  drove  them  back  three  times.  We  could  not  follow  them  on  account  of 
the  deadly  fire  from  the  tower  and  high  building^  in  the  vicinity.  I  remained  two  days 
within  gunshot  of  Tlaxiaco,  and  the  enemy  did  not  venture  out  to  attack  me  a  fourth  time. 

Havine  heard  that  their  re-enforcements  were  approaching,  I  withdrew  four  or  five  leagues, 
and  marcoed  through  several  towns  of  the  district,  hoping  the  enemy  would  come  out  to  g^ve 
me  battle ;  but  I  was  mistaken — the  aid  came  and  began  to  fortify,  while  I  had  possession 
of  all  the  towns  except  Tlaxiaco.  Silacayoapam  is  still  in  our  power,  held  by  one  of  mj 
commanders,  who  also  holds  Huajuapam  and  the  neighboring  places. 

I  have  several  plans  on  hand  that  I  cannot  mention  to  you  till  they  are  carried  out,  either 
with  success  or  failure.  They  are  grand  schemes,  but  I  must  have  money  to  carry  them 
out ;  I  dare  not  attack  them  in  my  present  condition. 

The  district  of  luquila  is  quiet  with  the  garrison  I  have  there. 

I  hope  you  will  assist  one  who  is  working  with  all  his  might  for  the  cause  of  independence, 
and  has  a  sincere  friendship  for  you. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 

Citizen  Matia8  Romero, 

Minister  of  the  Republic  at  Washington, 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[TransUtion.] 
Mexican  Lsgatio.n  in  thb  Unitbd  States  of  Ambbica, 

Washington,  March  10,  18G6. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  copy  of  a  note  of  General 
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Alejandro  Gkircia,  second  in  command  of  the  eastern  line,  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  afikirs  and  government  of  the  Mexican  repablic,  containing  the  circular 
to  the  governors  and  military  commanders  of  the  States  composing  that  line, 
showing  his  favorable  opinion  of  the  legality  and  expediency  of  the  two  decrees 
issoed  by  the  President  on  the  8th  of  November  last,  one  prolonging  the  presi- 
dentiid  term  till  a  new  popular  election  can  take  place,  and  the  other  ordering 
the  trial  of  Greneral  Gt)nzales  Ortega,  for  reason  mentioned  in  the  decree. 

In  this  circular  General  Garcia  not  only  expresses  his  own  opinion,  but  that 
of  the  governors  and  commanders  on  the  eastern  line,  comprising  the  States  of 
Vera  Cruz,  Puebla,  Tlaxcala,  Oaxaca,  Tabasco,  and  Chiapas,  and  requested 
them  to  take  the  vote  of  their  people  on  the  subject  of  the  decrees  before  men- 
tioned. 

The  general  says  he  has  already  received  many  acts  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  adhering  unanimously  to  the  President  and  completely  approving  his 
decrees,  and  he  has  no  doubt  but  the  same  sentiment  prevails  among  the  rest 
of  the  people  who  have  not  called  meetings  and  passed  resolutions.  He  adds 
that  the  documents  are  very  voluminous,  and  he  will  send  them  to  the  depart- 
ment as  soon  as  they  are  published. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

•  M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


[TraD8lation.J 

MEXICAN  REPUBUC— HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  EASTERN  LINE,  NO.  2. 

CmzEN  Minister  :  On  the  1st  instant  I  addressed  the  following  circular  to  the  gov- 
enum  and  military  commanders  of  the  States  on  the  eastern  line : 

[Circular.] 

A  ^ve  question  has  arisen  in  the  countnr,  and  has  even  extended  heyond  it. 

Citizen  Benito  Juarez,  as  constitutional  rresident  of  the  repablic,  on  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  prolonged  his  powers  as  sach,  as  yon  will  see  from  tne  decree  printed  in  No.  29  of 
the  official  ballon  of  these  headquarters,  of  the  present  date,  which  I  send  to  yon. 

It  is  assured  that  General  Jesus  Gonzales  Orte^  protested  against  that  decree  in  the 
United  States,  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  which  title  is  denied  fo  him  by 
citizen  Juarez,  for  reasons  you  will  see  in  the  decree  of  the  same  date  published  in  the  offi- 
cial bulletin. 

The  exceptional  condition  in  which  the  nation  has  been  placed  by  this  foreign  war  has 
pferented,  and  still  prevents,  the  exercise  of  the  chief  act  of  sovereignty,  namely,  the  voting 
of  the  free  Mexican  citizens  for  the  choice  of  a  supreme  constitutional  magistrate  to  direct 
its  destinies ;  and  although  these  headquarters  have  formed  their  opinion  in  the  case  in  favor 
of  the  existing  order,  because  it  admits  the  rights  of  citizen  Benito  Juarez  to  hold  his  posi- 
tion by  former  election,  which  has  always  been  the  regulating  rule  for  authorities  in  our 
geoeral  leeislation,  yet  we  desire  to  know  the  general  opinion  of  the  eastern  line  in  a  matter 
of  so  much  importance,  and  direct  you  to  find  out  the  sentiments  of  all  the  Mexicans  in 

our  district  upon  the  subject  in  the  mast  convenient  manner,  and  let  us  know  if  they  agree 

opinion  with  these  headquarters,  for  my  information  and  consequent  action. 

I  oave  the  honor  to  transmit  you  this  for  the  information  of  the  supreme  government,  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  that,  jud^ng  from  the  unanimous  vote  of  a  g^eat  portion  of  the  people 
that  have  sent  theur  acts  to  these  headquarters,  and  by  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  line 
voder  my  command,  I  can  assure  you  the  people*s  will  is  that  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  now 
President,  shall  retain  the  supreme  magistracy  of  the  republic  till  the  present  war  permits  a 
eoBstitntional  election  of  a  proper  person  to  succeed  him  in  office. 

The  letters  already  received  on  that  subject  are  too  voluminous  to  be  sent  with  this  de- 
^ttch.  For  that  reason,  and  because  I  expect  many  others  which  I  intend  to  have  printed, 
ido  not  send  them  How,  as  I  desire ;  but  I  will  send  them  by  the  first  opportunity,  aAer 
tbey  are  printed,  for  the  information  of  the  supreme  government.  I  will  also  send  them  to 
the  dtizen  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  in  Washington  for  his  most  convenient 
dkporition. 

Indepettdence  and  liberty !    Tlacotalpam,  February  14,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 


^ 


The  MororrRR  op  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 

Pa$o  del  Norte,  (or  wherever  he  may  be.)    d  by 
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Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  March  13,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  English  transla- 
tion of  a  speech  delivered  in  the  French  senate  by  General  Forey,  on  the  debate 
of  the  reply  to  the  Emperor's  discourse,  on  the  10th  of  February  last,  in  relation 
to.  Mexican  affairs,  and  also  M.  Rouher,  the  minister  of  state's,  subsequent  reply. 

You  will  likewise  find  a  printed  letter,  published  in  London  by  tiie  Mexican 
General  Don  Francisco  Paz,  ex-prisoner  of  the  French  army,  in  reply  to 
calumnies  uttered  by  General  Forey  in  his  speech  against  the  Mexican  army, 
and  particularly  against  the  chiefs  and  officers  who  were  sent  to  France  as 
prisoners  of  war. 

General  Forey 's  remarks  upon  the  necessity  of  continuing  French  interven- 
tion in  Mexico  have  a  meaning  obvious  to  everybody,  as  they  are  mere  echoes 
of  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of  his  Emperor.  This  opinion  is  strengthened 
when  we  see  that  the  object  of  the  project  of  an  answer  presented  in  both 
houses  was  to  put  off  indefinitely  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  forces  &om 
Mexico. 

After  this,  not  much  confidence  can  be  put  in  M.  Rouher's  words,  which 
in  themselves  cannot  be  taken  as  a  promise  of  a  speedy  withdrawal. 

As  to  General  Paz*B  letter,  it  clearly  demonstrates  by  itself  that  the  sena- 
tor's assertions  against  the  Mexican  officers  are  as  groundless  as  many  other 
statements  made  in  his  speech,  in  which  he  repeats  the  same  arguments  which 
have  been  very  often  refuted,  and  the  calumnies  proved  to  be  unfounded. 

I  accept  this  favored  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  ^.,  ifc. 


No.  1. 

Marshal  Forty's  speech  in  the  French  Senate. 

[From  the  Paris  Constitntionnel,  February  12. — ^Translation.] 

Messieurs  :  Last  year  yon  permitted  me  to  say  a  conple  of  words  concerning  Mexico. 
I  will  not  trespass  lonprer  on  your  time  this  year.  I  will,  perhaps,  say  a  few  words  more 
than  then.  You  know  the  interest  which  this  Mexican  question  has  for  me,  who  commanded 
the  expeditionary  corps  charged  with  the  duty  of  obtaining  reparation  for  the  outrages  of 
which  our  compatriots  had  been  the  victims.  Let  it  not  bo  thought  that  the  government 
which  we  overturned  maintained  itself  in  Mexico  by  popular  sympathy.  No.  It  main- 
tained itself  only  by  the  fear  which  it  inspired ;  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  the  presence 
of  our  flag  was  sufficient  to  overthrow  it ;  that  flag  which,  in  the  beautiful  language  of  the 
Emperor,  everywhere  represents  the  cause  of  the  people  and  of  civilization.  Once  delivered 
from  the  rule  of  Juarez,  the  Mexican  people,  free  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise,  decided 
for  Maximilian.  I  have  no  pretension  of  here  discussing  the  letter  written  by  Mr.  Seward 
to  M.  de  Montholon  on  the  6th  of  December,  1865 ;  but  let  me  say  that  the  popular  suffrage 
was  by  no  means  exercised  under  stress  of  force  or  under  the  pressure  of  our  arms.  No.  A 
thousand  times,  No !  It  was  the  people  themselves  who.  fatigued  with  a  sanguinary  anar- 
chy, proclaimed  that  the  empire  was  more  in  harmony  w^ith  their  wishes  and  their  needs. 
One  must  have  a  very  slight  knowledge  of  Mexico  to  believe  that  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment was  desired  by  the  population  there.  For  a  long  time  power  had  been  successively 
confiscated  by  the  more  audacious,  if  not  by  the  more  honest.  It  cannot  be  repeated  too 
often :  No,  tne  French  army  did  not  go  to  Mexico  to  overturn  a  government  to  which  the 
Mexican  people  had  accorded,  as  is  pretended  by  the  letter  I  have  mentioned,  their  sym- 
pathy ana  submission.  No.  We  went  to  Mexico  to  obtain  reparation  for  spoliations,'  for 
outrages  of  which  our  fellow-countrymen  had  been  the  victims  on  the  part  of  the  Juarez 
government ;  and  the  Mexican  nation  seized  that  occasion  to  throw  off  an  oppressive  yoke  by 
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overtnrning  the  presidential  choir  wherein  so  many  tyrants  had  sat,  and  erecting  a  mon- 
ftrcfaical  throne,  where  there  came  to  sit  a  wise  and  enlightened  prince,  who  has  already  given 
Mexico  usefal  and  liberal  institutions,  which  will  lead  to  the  efficient  prosperity  of  the  country. 
I  come  to  ihfi  question  of  the  return  of  our  troops.    At  what  time  ought  they  to  come  back  ? 
MfDiy  whom  I  belieye  sincere,  but  who  do  not  seem  to  me  to  be  sufficiently  sensitive  as  to 
oar  natiooal  honor,  would  wish  that  return  immediate.     As  to  myself,  I  would  wish  our 
troops  to  come  back,  if  not  inlmediately,  at  least  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  still  it  must  be 
looked  to  when  this  will  be  possible.    I  foresee  the  objection  that  will  be  made.    Ton  pre- 
tend, it  will  be  said,  that  the  emperor  Maximilian  has  been  spontaneously,  unanimously  pro- 
dauned.  and  consequently  he  has  no  further  need  of  the  support  of  our  arms  to  keep  him  on 
his  throne.    My  answer  will  beeasy ;  and  although  at  first  it  may  appear  paradoxical,  it  will 
at  bottom  prove  perfectly  right.    Yes.    The  government  of  Maximilian  is  the  expression  of 
the  popular  wish.     I  affirm  it ;  and  those  who  know  Mexico,  who  have  visited  it,  will  affirm 
it  with  me,  if  they  are  sincere.    Tet  that  government  has  need  of  our  support,  and  I  will 
explsin  myself.     All  those  who  have  taken  any  interest  in  the  subject  know  that  since  the 
declaration  of  independence  an  innumerable  number  of  governments  have  succeeded  each 
other  in  Mexico,  and  as  there  was  no  sufficiently  strong  central  power,  all  of  them  found 
their  authority  disregarded.    Anarchy  has  never  ceased  to  reign  in  that  unhappy  country. 
There  is  nothing  astonishing  in  the  fact  that  that  anarchy  led  to  the  formation  of  troops  of 
bandits  who  lived  in  this,  disorder,  instead  of  seeking  in  labor  the  means  of  subsistence,  and 
preferred  to  rob  travellers,  pillage  plantations,  and  oppress  and  exact  tribute  from  peaceful, 
Uffiid  communities,  who  knew  not  how  to  defend  themselves.    It  must  be  said  that  fear  is 
the  rrand  misfortune  of  Mexico.     It  is  this  which  has  rendered  its  people  incapable  of  defend- 
iof^  themselves  and  of  resisting  their  oppressors.    I  have  seen  in  Mexico  villages,  towns,  and 
cities,  whose  inhabitants,  although  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  able  to  make  a 
resistance,  suffered  themselves  to  be  robbed  and  their  houses  to  be  burned  bv  bands  of 
frnerillas,  and  yet  it  was  a  matter  which  concerned  their  fortunes  and  the  lives  of  themselves, 
tbeir  wives,  and  their  children.*    It  is  thus  that  hundreds  of  communities,  a  thousand  times 
more  powerful  than  their  assailants,  permit  themselves  to  be  disarmed,  plundered,  and  murdered 
without  resistance.     Are  they  more  to  pity  than  to  blame  ?     I  will  not  say.     Yet  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  tendency  of  anarchy  is  to  cause  honest  men  to  yield  too  easily.    We 
do  not  ncM  to  go  so  far  to  find  examples  of  this  weakness  in  our  own  history.     [Applause.  ] 
We  must  allow  these  people  time  to  regenerate  their  moral  character  by  contact  with  our 
soldiers,  so  that  they  may  acquire  a  sense  of  order,  honesty,  and  the  courage  which  animates 
them,  and  which  all  are  bound  to  respect.     [Hear,  hear.  J    When  the  Emperor  undertook 
the  Mexican  expedition  he  was  impelled  by  a  grand  idea,  which  he  explained  in  his  memor- 
able leiter  to  the  officer  in  command  at  its  outset.     When  I  see  the  impatience  with  which 
the  sojourn  of  our  troops  in  Mexico  is  regarded  in  France,  I  ask  myself  whether  this  grand 
idea  of  the  Emperor's  has  been  well  understood  by  the  country,  and  whether  the  people  should 
not  have  encouraged  it  as  they  encoura^d  a  former  undertaking  led  by  the  Emperor  him- 
self—the Italian  campaign.    The  object  is  the  same.    In  the  one  case  a  great  nation  was  to 
be  restored  to  the  independence  wrested  from  it  by  foreign  hands.    In  the  present  case  it  is 
wight  to  restore  to  another  people  their  independence,  endangered  us  it  was  by  anarchy.     I 
isk  permission  to  dwell  upon  this  word  independence.    It  has  been  said  that  the  insurgents 
ve  ngfating  for  the  independence  of  their  country.     But  by  whom  has  this  independence  beeu 
compromised  if  not  by  the  partisans  of  Juarez,  who  has  been  led  to  despuil  foreigners  and  to 
pinnder  the  public  money,  which  should  have  been  applied  to  the  necessities  of  the  Mexican 
liaiion,  in  order  to  enritA  his  hired  assassins  ?    The  army  of  Juarez,  fighting  for  the  inde- 
P^^uce  of  Mexico,  forsooth !     Those  who  talk  thus  do  not  think  it,  or  eUe>tnev  are  utterly 
igDorant  of  the  true  state  of  affairs.     What  was  this  army  of  Juarez?     With  the  exception 
of  a  few  officers  who  had  been  specially  educated,  who  had  progressed  through  the  various 
P*d«— such,  for  instance,  as  General  Mendoza,  the  real  defender  of  Pnebla,  whom  the 
emperor  Maximilian  had  the  good  sense  to  appoint  prefect  of  Mexico— with  these  rare  excep- 
Jwn*,  I  say,  all  of  Juarez's  generals,  far  from  possessing  any  military  talent,  were  briefless 
wristers,  many  of  them  devoid  of  all  sense  of  honor,  such  as  Gonzales  Ortega,  or  ex-leaders 
of  bands,  such  as  Rosas,  Carvajal,  and  Porfirio  Diaz.     With  regard  to  subaltern  offiisers,  you 
P^7  jodfreof  them  by  the  specimens  which  have  been  sent  to  France.    It  suffices  to  see  them 
w  the  di^rent  towns  where  they  are  quartered  in  order  to  estimate  their  worth.    They  are, 
*«»st  irithoQt  exception,  miserable  wretches,  decidedly  inferior  to  their  soldiers.     These 
■^^rs,  as  you  know,  are  not  Mexicans  by  any  means.    The  Mexicans  are  all  generals  or 
colenels.    They  are  poor  enslaved  Indians  who  shouted  for  the  emperor  Maximilian  from  the 
moiDeot  that  they  were  freed.     You  are  aware  how  they  were  enlisted.    They  were  torn  vio- 
^*^  from  tbeir  families  and  dragged  off  with  a  rope  about  their  necks.    This  is  what  they 
^^^  a  national  army.    These  poor  fellows  became  soldiers  because  they  couldn't  help 
^"•"fj^^es,  and  at  the  first  opportunity  to  desert  took  advantage  of  it.    At  Puebla  they 
2^^  ^A^e  deserted  em  masse  had  they  not  been  incessantly  watched  by  their  officers,  who 
"*'*d  them  to  fight  by  shutting  them  up  in  churches  and  convents  without  leaving  them 
*Q7  oatlet.    It  was  the  same  at  Oajaca.     Let  no  one,  therefore,  say  that  the  army  of  Juarez 
*M  a  nttioiial  army.    The  truth  is,  there  is  no  national  spirit  in  Mexico.    Either  it  never 
**i*^  or  anarchy  has  destroyed  it  if  it  ever  did  exist,  and  it  cannot  be  revived  save  under 


108  DIPLOMATIC   COEEESPONBENCE. 

the  sbelUr  of  oar  flag^.  In  my  opinion  it  tooyld  he  highly  dangerou$  to  recall  our  troops  im- 
mediately. The  Emperor  has  declared  that  we  went  to  Mexico  in  order  to  protect  French 
interests  and  to  defend  onr  fellow-countrymen.  Therefore,  if  oar  annj  is  recalled  from 
Mexico,  all  the  Frenchmen  in  the  coantry  will  be  obli^^d  to  return  witb  it.  Otherwise  thej 
will  become  victims  to  mucb  greater  outrage  tban  they  have  already  experienced.  And  as 
we  have  the  interests  of  our  fellow-countrymen  to  defend,  there  are  others  whom  we  should 
protect  also.  Is  it  not  our  duty  to  protect  the  people  who  received  us  with  open  arms,  who 
compromised  themselves  for  us,  ana  who  shouted  vivas  for  Maximilian  ?  Is  our  honor  not  at 
stake  in  this  7  It  maybe  objected  that  they  shouted  for  Maximilian,  and  therefore  they 
ought  to  take  the  consequences.  But  we  must  reflect  that  they  have  not  yet  sufficient  con- 
fidence in  their  own  strength ;  that  they  have  been  demoralized  by  officials  who  ground  them 
down  and  made  capital  of  them.  They  must  be  allowed  time  to  gain  strength  and  courage. 
We  must  continue  to  lend  them  our  support  and  aid  them  to  sustain  the  power  they  have 
chosen.  France  cannot  wish  to  incur  tne  reproach  of  having  mlMunderstood  the  grand  idea 
of  the  Emperor.  France  cannot  wish  to  abandon  these  unfortunate  people  to  the  fury  of 
their  former  oppressors.  At  the  first  news  of  our  withdrawal  the  fomenters  of  discord  will 
rise  again.  Tee  bandits  who  are  now  dispersed  will  rally  under  the  flag  of  Juarez,  and  the 
Mexicans  themselves  will  feel  the  vengeance  of  these  barbarous  hordes  who  have  already 
given  evidence  of  their  atrocity.  This  is  so  true  that  even  now,  as  soon  as  a  town  \9 
evacuated  by  our  troops,  it  is  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,  so  greatly  do  they  dread  the  crael 
reprisals  of  the  partisans  of  Juarez.  What  do  we  see  in  Mexico  ?  The  emperor  Maximilian 
is  zealously  laboring  to  regenerate  that  unfortunate  country.  He  is  reorganizing  the  army 
and  the  departments  of  justice,  finance,  and  public  education ;  in  fact,  all  the  vital  forces  of 
society.  He  is  advised  by  men  in  whom  our  Emperor  has  confidence,  and  the  Mexicans  have 
before  their  eyes  a  model  of  courage  and  discipline  in  our  army.  It  does  not  befit  me  to  treat 
of  the  relations  existing  between  France  and  the  United  States,  but  let  me  be  permitted  to 
state  that  I  have  too  much  esteem  for  the  great  American  republic  to  believe  that  it  would 
prefer  a  republic  of  plunderers  and  bandits  m  Mexico,  instead  of  a  monarchy  of  honest  men 
based  upon  the  principles  of  civilizaUon.  [Applause  from  a  portion  of  the  house.]  What 
is  necessary  now  to  be  done  to  complete  the  task  of  improving  the  moral  and  material 
character  of  the  people  which  we  have  undertaken  in  Mexico  ?  The  senate  will  be  surprised, 
but  I  have  to  state  my  opinion,  which,  moreover,  is  an  entirely  individual  one.  It  may  be- 
come necessary  to  send  fresh  troops  to  Mexico.  [Sensation.  J  At  least  those  which  are  there 
must  be  kept  there.  And  it  may  also  become  necessary  to  make  further  pecuniary  sacrifices. 
[Further  sensation.]  It  has  been  said  that  France  is  rich  enough  to  pay  for  her  glory. 
Will  it  not  then  be  glorious  for  us  not  to  leave  incomplete  the  task  we  have  undertaken  in  ■ 
that  distant  country?  Money  is,  certainly,  of  importance.  But  should  we  allow  a  money 
consideration  to  jeopard  the  success  of  this  undertaking,  based,  as  it  is,  upon  a  grand  idea 
of  the  Emperor?  No,  messieurs,  it  should  not  be  allowed ;  and  this  is  why  France  has  ap- 
plauded the  words  uttered  by  the  sovereign,  and  yrhy  she  will  participate  in  the  sentiments 
which  your  address  so  proudly  interprets.     [Cries  of'^ "  Very  good,"  **  Hear,  hear,"] 

M.  KoUHBR,  secretary  of  state,  said : 

Messieurs :  The  senate  understands  that  Ida  not  mean  to  reply  to  the  honorable  marshaVs 
speech.  He  has  taken  care  to  indicate  that  the  opinion  he  expressed  is  a  personal  one.  The 
opinion  of  the  government  is  not  modified  by  the  words  you  have  just  listened  to,  and  it  is 
completely  formulated  in  the  discourse  of  the  Throne  and  in  the  project  of  reply  (projet 
d'adresse)  which  you  are  now  called  to  vote.     [Very  good.] 


No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

Marshal  Forty  and  the  officers  of  the  Meziean  army, 

3  Golden  Square,  London,  February  24,  18(36. 
To  the  Editor  of  tfie  Morning  Advertiser : 

Sir  :  I  feel  assured  that  you  will  do  mo  the  favor  of  publishing  the  following  in  your  widely 
circulated  paper. 

You  will  thereby  greatly  oblige,  sir,  yours,  &c., 

FRANCISCO  PAZ, 
Mexican  General  of  Artillery^  ez- Prisoner  of  the  French  Army. 


In  the  sitting  of  the  French  senate  of  the  10th  instant  Marshal  Forey  delivered  a  speech 
full  of  insults  and  calnmnies  against  the  generals  and  officers  of  the  Mexican  army,  to  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  belong.  ^^  ^ 
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I  would  have  coDtradicted  him  at  once  had  I  not  been  in  France,  where  there  is  no  liberty 
of  the  press,  and  where  the  respective  positions  of  the  marshal  and  myself  were  so  different. 
I  therefore  oome  to  this  free  country  for  the  sole  purpose  of  defendinsp  that  army  which  has 
ibnght,  and  is  still  fighting,  with  so  much  courage  and  patriotism  for  the  independence  of  its 
country,  and  which  is  not  yet  vanquished,  after  a  four  years'  struggle  and  the  innumerable 
conflicts  that  have  taken  p. ace. 

Can  Uie  bravery  and  discipline  of  the  republican  Mexican  army  be  put  in  question  when 
the  French  press  itself  and  the  bulletins  of  the  French  generals  assert  that  their  enemies 
never  rive  wav  until  they  have  left  half  of  their  number  on  the  gpround  ? 

As  toe  marshal  neither  points  out  any  facts  nor  produces  any  proofs,  but  merely  insults  us 
most  gratuitously,  (which  is  rather  unworthy  of  tne  high  position  he  occupies,)  I  will  not 
follow  bim  in  his  course,  but  simply  confine  myself  to  declare  to  him  that  his  malevolent 
attacks  cannot  reach  those  he  supposes  to  be  conquered,  and  dares  to  call  vile  and  cowards. 
That  army  which  he  holds  so  low  has  taught  him  what  use  it  made  of  victory  when  it  had 
the  advantage  over  the  French  and  their  auxiliaries.  Instead  of  shooting  and  incarcerating 
their  prisoners,  they  gave  them  their  liberty  without  any  conditions,  and  even  assisted  them 
in  spite  of  their  own  privations.  Instead  of  dragging  the  wounded  before  courts-martial, 
thence  to  be  shot,  the^  took  care  of  them  in  their  hospitals  in  preference  to  their  own  men ; 
and,  instead  of  insulting  the  vanquished,  they  returned  them  their  decorations,  and  tried  by 
evei^  means  in  their  power  to  alleviate  their  position. 

The  marshal  further  insinuates  that  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  transported  to  France  has 
been  very  bad.  He  certainlv  has  not  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the  reports  of  the  eenerals 
and  commanders  of  the  gendarmerv  in  all  the  towns  where  we  have  been  confined,  which 
reports  exist  at  the  War  Office.  The  justice  done  to  us  in  those  documents  singularly  con- 
trasts with  the  calumnies  he  proffers.  A  great  number  of  those  prisoners  have  shown  how 
they  understand  patriotism  and  military  honor  in  acting  in  a  manner  of  which  history  has 
bat  rare  examples.  Threatened  by  the  French  government  to  be  deprived  of  all  resources  if 
they  did  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  government  imposed  on  our  country  by  the 
bmte  force  of  arms,  they  preferred  the  chance  ot  starving  rather  than  submit  to  that  act  of 
dishonor.  They  started  from  the  different  places  of  residence  assigned  to  them  within  the 
tventy-fouT  hours  allowed,  quitted  the  French  soil,  where  such  a  heavy  despotism  prevails, 
and  went  to  Spain  in  search  of  the  means  o(  earning  their  bread.  Many  worked  as  common 
laborers  at  the  fortifications  of  San  Sebastian. 

History  will  relate  with  impartiality  the  respective  conduct  of  the  French  and  Mexican 
armies.  It  will  record  the  heroic  defence  of  Fuebla,  an  open  town,  fortified  in  a  hurry,  and 
only  compelled  to  succumb  after  sixty -three  days  of  a  regular  siege,  conducted  with  forces 
four  times  superior  to  the  besieged — its  garrison  having  exhausted  all  their  food  and  ammu- 
nition, destroyed  their  arms,  and  asked  for  no  conditions.  Was  it  a  triumph  for  the  French 
arms  T  Will  it  not  be  asked  if  the  military  and  political  capacities  of  General  Forey  shown 
in  Mexico  did  not  rather  tend  to  bring  him  before  a  court-martial  than  to  receive  the  staff  of 
a  marshal  of  France? 

The  senate  has  shown  its  subserviency  in  echoing  last  year  the  absurd  and  ridiculous 
Tumors  which  the  marshal  originated  against  the  honorable  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  as  likewise 
allowing  him  to  utter  the  insults  he  has  addres^ied  to  the  whole  Mexican  nation. 

FRANCISCO  PAZ, 
Generml  of  AtiilUry,  ex-Prisontr  of  the  French  Army, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  13,  1866. 
Sir  :  T  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  with  ita  tour  eacloeures,  which  have  reference  to  the  permission  granted 
bv  President  Juarez  to  the  oflicers  of  the  United  States  army  commanding  in 
'fexas  and  New  Mexico  to  pass  their  forces  through  Mexican  territory  in  pur- 
enit  of  hostile  Indians. 

Tou  will  oblige  me  by  making  known  to  your  goTemment  the  appreciation 
vhich  is  entertained  by  the  United  States  for  this  friendly  manifestation  on  the 
part  of  the  very  worthy  executive  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seflor  Matias  Bombro,  Sfc.,  Sfr.,  Sfc, 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero, 

Depaktmrnt  op  State, 

'     Washington,  March  14,  ISGG. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  Slst 
of  January  last,  requesting  information  respecting  the  reported  capture  of  the 
town  of  Bagdad,  on  the  Rio  Bravo. 

In  reply,  I  htfve  to  state  that  no  official  Information  upon  the  subject  has 
been  received  at  this  department. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Matias  Romero,  ^t?..  ^.,  Spc. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Wa^hingtofit  March  14,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  copies  of  two  letters  received  to-day 
from  Greneral  Porfirio  Diaz,  commanding  the  eastern  military  division  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  dated  at  Atoyaquillo,  State  of  Oaxaca,  the  2d  of  February 
last — one  of  which  is  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  the  other 
to  me — reporting  his  late  movements  against  the  enemy,  and  the  precarious  con- 
dition in  which  he  finds  himself  for  want  of  means. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^v.,  ^.,  S^. 


No.l. 

[Translation. — Extract.  ] 

Atoyaql'illo,  State  of  Oaxaca, 

February  2,  J  866. 

Very  Dear  Friend  :  I  received  your  estimable  favor  of  tbe  18th  of  December  to-day, 
and  with  it  the  communicatioDS  to  which  jou  allude ;  the  others  you  mention  have  not  reached 
me  yet. 

I  enclose  you  an  open  letter  to  the  President ;  it  and  the  one  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Godoy,  of 
which  vou  must  have  a  copy,  contain  the  chronicle  of  my  movements  up  to  this  time  ;  you 
can  Tf^usT  to  them. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  have  to  speak  to  me  in  such  a  positive  way  in  regard  to  means ;  it  de- 
prives me  of  hope  for  the  future.  Tou  say  the  loan  ''  has  not  realized  our  hopes ;"  so  I  must 
say  my  hopes  are  gone,  too.  As  I  am  in  want  of  money,  also,  I  can  do  nothing.  You  may 
be  sure  a  very  small  sum  now  would  be  worth  more  than  millions  hereafter;  for  my  men  are 
discouraged  for  want  of  pay,  and  those  who  come  to  me  I  am  obliged  to  send  away,  because 
I  cannot  arm  them  and  support  them. 

Tehuantepec  was  attacked  by  Figueroa  and  the  Juchitecs,  and  I  attacked  Tlaxiaco  on  the 
6th  of  January :  these  are  the  only  two  battles  this  year.  There  was  a  rising  in  Miahuatlan 
on  the  24th,  aud  the  rout  of  traitors  at  Silacayoapam  on  thorSSth.  Now  a  serious  expedition 
is  coming  against  me,  and  it  is  to  be  seen  how  I  am  to  meet  it.  The  annexed  letter  will  give 
you  an  idea  of  my  situation,  and  show  you  the  scanty  means  I  have  to  resist  the  Austrians 
and  traitors  that  are  coming  down  upon  me. 

I  remain  your  affectionate  and  sincere  friend, 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
The  Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envojf  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  Washington.         GoOqIc 
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No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

Atoyaqcillo,  State  of  Oaxaca, 

February  2, 1866. 

Mqch  Esteemed  akd  Respected  Sir  :  Yonra  of  the  10th  of  November  last  only  reached 
me  tOHJaj,  and  with  it  the  copy  ot  your  order  restoring  me  to  my  former  command.  It  is 
anthentieated  by  our  minister  in  Washington,  and  I  will  make  known  its  contents  to  the  offi- 
cers commanding  in  different  parts  of  the  line. 

Ton  may  imagine  how  much  I  neod  resources,  and  the  great  food  I  eoald  do  if  I  had 
thsm ;  bat,  if  your  situation  in  that  particular  is  as  bad  as  mine,  Task  no  help,  only  I  must 
let  YOU  know  that  I  need  it,  and  will  do  what  I  can  with  my  ragged  men  and  their  old 
mnskets. 

I  send  a  report  of  my  operations,  from  my  liberation  to  the  first  of  the  year,  to  Mr.  Godoy, 
and  as  he  may  have  transmitted  a  copy  to  you,  I  will  only  relate  what  occurred  in  January. 

An  attack  on  Tehuantepec  arousea  Jucmtan  from  its  apathy,  if  it  did  no  other  good ;  aod 
after  what  has  happened,  it  will  not  soon  submit  to  the  empire  again.  My  agents  in  Mi- 
hoatlan  and  Ejutfa  aroused  themselves  on  the  24th  of  January,  and  sent  me  uie  Austrian 
traitor  officials  of  the  former  place  as  prisoners. 

I  had  an  encounter  on  the  6th  with  the  enemy,  in  the  suburbs  of  Tlaxiaco,  and  obtained  a 
few  arms  and  horses.  They  lost  four  killed,  eight  wounded,  four  prisoners  and  many  missing. 
I  threatened  Nocchistlan,  too.  My  object  was  to  bring  the  greater  part  of  the  forces  from 
Oaxaca  to  Mixteca.  In  this  I  succeeded.  I  then  marched  to  Miahnatlan,  leaving  a  small 
force  here,  under  Leiva,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  going  to  Oaxaca  firom  Mixteca. 

On  the  28th  of  January  a  party  of  traitors  attacked  Silacayoapam,  and  was  repulsed  by 
oar  national  guards,  leaving  their  leader  dead  upon  the  field.  Some  arms  were  obtained  by 
this  victory. 

I  might  now  take  advantage  of  the  people's  exasperation,  but  I  have  no  means  to  arm  and 
n^port  them,  and  that  injures  my  influence  and  disheartens  the  people.  You  most  not  he- 
me that  the  forces  I  have  are  well  armed ;  many  of  them  only  nave  lances,  for  that  is  the 
weapon  most  easily  and  cheaply  made. 

1  Dave  seen  the  decree  prolonging  the  presidential  term,  and  bringing  General  Gonaales 
Ortega  to  trial.  The  news  was  weU  received  here ;  only  Ruiz  and  our  enemies,  who  hoped 
for  a  domestic  disturbance,  murmured,  when  they  thus  saw  their  expectations  disappointed. 
Oar  friends  in  Oaxaca  were  more  enthusiastic  in  regard  to  this  matter  than  when  they  ex- 
pressed their  adhesion  for  us  on  another  occasion. 

Continue  to  write  to  me. 

Ever  at  your  command,  with  sincere  esteem, 

POEFIRIO  DIAZ. 

Citixen  President  Licentiate  Benito  Juarez. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seivard. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  March  16, 1866 
Mr.  Sbobbtaby  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
tbc  government  of  the  United  States,  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  to-day  from 
General  Garcia,  second  in  command  of  the  eastern  line  of  the  Mexican  repnhlic, 
dated  in  Tlacotalpam,  the  26th  of  Fehruary  last,  with  an  enclosed  printed  copy 
of  some  manifests  passed  b^  the  towns  within  the  limits  of  the  said  line,  approv- 
mg  the  prolongation  of  the  term  of  the  President  of  the  republic.  I  enclose  you 
the  printed  copy  of  said  manifests,  and  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Garcia 
to  the  President  of  Mexico,  of  the  same  date  and  on  the  same  eubject. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO.     . 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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|fo.  1. 

[Translation.] 

Tlacotalpam,  Fehruary  26.  1866. 
Much  Estekmed  Friend  :  I  have  received  your  very  welcome  duplicate  letter  of  the 
12th  of  December  last,  containing  one  from  President  Juarez  and  documents,  to  be  published 
here  in  relation  to  our  affairs. 

Our  situation  is  about  the  same  as  it  was  when  I  Tirote  you  last ;  we  still  suffiar  for  want 
of  arms  and  war  materials.     I  enclose  you  the  printed  manifests  of  my  towns,  approving  of 
Senor  Juarezes  continuance  in  power  as  President. 
Your  devoted  friend. 


Senor  Don  Matias  Romero,  Washington. 


ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 


No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

Tlacotalpam,  Fehruanf  26, 1866. 

Very  Dear  Sir  and  Much  Respected  Friend:  I  yesterday  received  through  Mr. 
Romero  your  welcome  letter  of  the  10th  of  November  last,  relative  to  your  decree  profonjHuDg 
the  period  of  your  functions  as  president  of  the  republic,  and  appointment  of  General  Dias 
as  geueral-in- chief  in  command  of  the  eastern  line,  and  my  appointment  as  second  in  com 
mand. 

I  informed  you,  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  that  on  the  Ist,  before  I  received  your 
official  decree,  and  other  documents  prolong^g  your  term,  I  had  sent  out  a  circular  to  all 
the  authorities  within  the  lines  to  ascertain  the  will  of  the  people. 

I  have  received  assurances  from  every  quarter  acknowleuging  your  right  to  continue  in 
the  presidency  of  the  republic  till  another  constitutional  election  can  be  held. 

I  am  now  receiving  the  manifestoes,  and  am  publishing  them  in  the  official  bulletin,  of 
which  I  send  you  copies.  I  also  send  some  to  Mr.  Romero,  for  any  good  use  he  may  make 
of  them  in  the  United  States,  and  I  will  continue  to  do  so  by  every  opportunity.  When 
complete,  I  will  despatch  them  to  the  department  of  government  for  due  consideration. 

I  repeat  what  I  said  to  you  in  my  last ;  that  is,  though  I  cannot  send  you  the  acts  now, 
you  may  rest  assured  that  all  the  eastern  line  will  vote  in  the  same  way. 

Nothing  new  has  occurred  since  my  letter  of  the  14th. 

I  think  General  Diaz  is  in  Tlajiaco,  though  I  am  not  sure  of  it,  for,  in  spite  of  all  my 
efforts,  I  have  not  been  able  to  communicate  with  him. 

In  the  hope  that  you  will  continue  to  favor  me  with  your  welcome  letters,  I  remain  your 
friend  and  servant, 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

Senor  Don  Benito  Juarez, 

President  of  the  Mexican  Republic 


No.  3. 
[Translation.] 

Manifestoes  of  towns  mentioned^  declaring  their  will  on  the  question  of  the  presidenqf  of  the 

republic, 

[Circular.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— headquarters  OF  T^B  EASTERN  LINE 

A  serious  question  has  arisen  in  the  country  and  spread  abroad. 

On  the  8th  of  November  last,  as  you  will  see  in  the  official  bulletin  No.  29,  of  these  head- 
quarters, which  I  send  you,  citieen  Benito  Juarez  prolonged  his  office  as  constitutional  Presi- 
dent of  the  republic. 

We  are  informed  from  other  sources  that  citizen  General  Jesus  Gonzales  Ortega,  while  in  the 
United  States,  protested  against  the  decree,  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice, 
which  citizen  Juarez  denied  him,  for  reasons  you  will  see  in  another  decree  of  the  8th  of 
November,  also  printed  in  the  bulletin. 
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The  peculiar  circamstsnces  of  the  nation,  cansed  by  the  present  forel^  war,  have  pre- 
vented, and  continued  to  prevent,  the  exercise  of  its  principal  act  of  sovereignty,  the  elec- 
tion of  a  chief  magistrate,  by  the  free  votes  of  Mexican  citizens,  according  to  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  although  we  have  formed  an  opinion  on  the  subject  in  favor  of  the  decree,  believ- 
ing that  citizen  Benito  Juarez  has  by  law  and  usage  the  right  to  continue  as  President  of 
the  republic,  yet  we  wish  to  have  the  general  opinion  in  the  eastern  line  on  a  subject  of  so 
much  importance.  We  therefore  instruct  vou  to  take  the  votes  of  all  Mexicans  within  your 
jurisdiction,  in  the  manner  you  may  think  most  proper,  and  report  to  me  if  it  accords  with 
our  opinion  or  not,  for  my  information  and  subsequent  action. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Tiacotalpam,  February  1,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 


The  Citizen  Goyernor  and  Militaky  Commandbr  of  ikt  State  of . 

Tlacotalpam,  February  3,  1866. 
A  true  copy: 

J.  A.  RUIZ,  Secretary. 


No.  4. 


[Translation.] 
Maniftato  ^  the  city  of  Tlaeei'ilpam, 

1, 1Iaroo8  Maria  Castellanos,  national  notary  public  and  secretary  of  the  honorable  coun- 
dl  of  this  dty,  certify  and  attest  that  between  p^es  115  and  117  of  the  council  register 
is  recorded  an  act  the  tenor  of  which  is  as  follows  : 

"In  the  city  uf  Tlacotalpam,  on  the  11th  of  February,  18§6,  the  heroic  council  con- 
vened in  public  extraordinary  session,  with  presence  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  clti- 
Ku  Miguel  Arechavaleta,  president  of  the  council,  who  called  the  meeting  to  order  and 
itiCed  its  obgect,  namely,  to  publish  a  communication  received  from  the  military  com- 
mander of  the  canton,  containing  a  note  of  the  1st  instant  from  the  citizen  general-in-chief 
of  the  eastern  line,  relative  to  the  great  question  of  prolonging  the  presMential  term,  by  a 
decree  issned  at  El  Pa«o  del  Norte  on  the  8th  of  November  last,  sent  to  this  district  in  order 
to  get  the  opinion  of  its  citizens  on  that  subject,  which  he  now  submits  to  the  consideration 
of  the  council." 

Having  read  the  oommunication  and  decrees  referred  to,  the  following  resolutions  were 
UBaoimoualy  adopted  : 

FInt-  hy  virtue  of  the  full  powers  vested  in  the  executive  of  the  republic  by  the  national 
congteM,  on  the  11th  of  December,  1861,  and  sub8**quentiy  confirmed  by  the  same  sover- 
«gn  congress,  citiseu  Benito  Juarez,  President  of  the  republic,  has  by  right  prolonged  his 
fanctioos  in  accordance  with  the  constitution,  till  the  condition  of  the  present  war  will 
permit  the  election  of  another  President  according  to  the  fiuKlamental  code 

Srcond.  The  representatives  of  this  city,  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  other  subscribing 
dtizens,  acknowledge  citizen  Benito  Juarez  as  President  of  the  republic  and  the  l»*<jcitimate 
lepresentative  of  national  sovereignty,  and  consequently  grant  him  a  just  and  d^servt-tl 
vote  of  thanks  for  the  abnegation  he  has  once^more  shown  in  saving  the  country  from  iu- 
teinal  contentions. 

With  this  the  act  ended,  and  was  signed  on  the  same  day,  month,  and  year. 

Miguel  Arechavaleta,  alderman  and  president  of  the  council. 


No.  5. 

[Translation.  ] 

Manifesto  of  Aeayuean. 

MHJTART  OOMM ANDANT  OF  AOATUCAIT  AND  HINATITLAN. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1866,  all  the  military  and  civil  officials  of  the  canton  assembled 
In  the  mOitary  hall  of  the  town  of  Acayucan,  with  many  private  individuals,  and  the  cir 
culsr  and  accompanying  documents  of  the  Ist  instant,  published  in  No  29  of  the  bulletin 
havbg  been  read,  a  few  speeches  were  made  praising  citizen  Juarez  for  his  abnegation 
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valor  and  oonetancy,  and  the  vote  being  taken,  the  vote  to  sustain  the  opinion  at  head- 
quarters was  unanimous  to  support  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  who  has  so  bravely  sustained  the 
cause  of  independence  and  the  dignity  of  Mexico.  Therefore,  believing  that  the  opinion 
of  the  whole  southern  coast  is  the  same  as  that  of  this  assembly,  we  say  freely  and  expli- 
citly it  is  our  desire  that  citizen  licentiate  Benito  Juarez  remain  in  charge  of  the  presidency 
of  the  Mexican  republic  as  long  as  the  circumstances  of  the  war  demand  it.  And  this  act 
is  closed  with  the  signatures  of  the  attendants. 


No.  6. 

[Translation.] 

Manifesto  <if  Mmatitlan, 

In  the  town  of  Minatitlan,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1866,  the  chiefs,  oflBcers,  and  troops 
of  the  Ooatzacr>a1co8  assembled  in  the  barracks,  and  the  chief  of  the  cantons  having  read 
the  circular  of  the  6th  of  February,  published  by  the  citizen  general  of  the  eastern  line, 
the  assembly  unanimously  declared  as  follows  : 

We  recognize  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November,  1865,  issued  by  citizen  Benito  Juarez, 
as  Prenident  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  whom  we  acknowledge  as  such  till  the  nation 
can  elect  a  substitute,  and  promise  to  defend  the  national  honor  and  digrnity  of  which 
he  is  the  worthy  representative.  With  this  the  present  act  closes,  being  sigued  by  one 
person  for  each  class  in  the  garrison. 

In  the  town  of  Minatitlan,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1866,  the  council  and  citizens  under- 
signed asHembled  under  the  presidency  of  Juan  N.  Sevila,  justice  of  the  peace  and  accidental 
military  commander,  who  having  read  the  circular  of  the  1st  of  February,  isfiued  by  the 
general -in -chief  of  the  Oriental  line,  the  assembly  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

We  acknowledge  the  validity  of  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November,  1865,  issued  by 
citizen  Benito  Juarez,  as  President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  in  which  capadty  we  continue 
to  recognize  him.     Thus  closes  this  present  act,  signed  by  the  attendants  at  this  meeting. 


No.  7. 
[Translation.  ] 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1866,  in  the  town  of  San  Juan  Bautista  de  Oluta,  the  under- 
signed authorities  and  citizens  assembled  in  the  military  comroandancy  by  invitation  of  the 
citizen  commandant,  who  read  the  circular  askiog  the  opinion  of  the  municipality  on  the 
presidential  question,  whether  the  citizen  licentiate  Benito  Juarez  shall  continue  in  the 
supreme  command  of  the  republic  till  the  circumstances  of  the  war  allow  a  new  election. 
The  contents  of  the  said  circular  having  been  considered,  the  meeting  passed  the  following 
resolutions  with  unanimity  : 

Abtiolk  1.  We,  the  undersigned,  authorities  and  citizens  of  this  town,  recognize  the  citi- 
zen licentiate  Benito  Juarez  as  the  sumpreme  chief  of  the  nation  as  long  as  the  present 
war  lasts  and  prevents  a  new  election. 

Article  2.  The  present  act  shall  be  made  out  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to  be  sent  to  the 
citizen  military  commander  of  the  canton,  and  the  other  recorded  in  the  archives  of  this 
oommandancy  for  future  reference. 

Thus  the  act  was  completed  by  the  signatures  of  the  attendants  at  this  meeting. 

By  the  military  commander  : 

LUIS  GALLEGO,  Semtary, 

Olvxa,  February  7,  1866. 


No.  8. 

[Translation.] 

On  the  8t]k  of  February,  186C,  in  the  town  of  Oteapa,  the  military  commander,  the  city 
authorities,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  citizens  generally,  assembled  In  the  town  haU  to  con- 
sider a  circular  issued  from  headquarters,  and  requesting  the  vote  of  the  people  on  the  presi- 
dential question.    The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  :  That  it  is  the  wish 
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of  this  people  to  keep  citiaeii  Juarez  in  the  presidency  as  long  as  the  war  oontinaes,  and 
that  be  be  elected  for  aoother  term  after  its  close. 

The  present  manifesto  closes  with  the  signatures  of  those  in  attendance  at  the  meeting. 

The  militaty  commander,  Jos^  Francisco  Perez  ;  Juan  Morales,  secretary. 


No.  9. 

[Translation.] 

The  citizen  military  commander  and  other  officials  of  this  place,  together  with  the  prin- 
ctpal  iababitants.  met  in  San  Francisco  Jaltipam,  canton  of  Mluatitlan,  in  the  free  and 
wverdgn  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  to  consider  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November,  issued  by  the 
President  of  the  republic,  and  tbe  circular  of  the  citizen  colonel-in-chief  of  these  cantont;, 
promul(;«ted  on  the  7th  instaot,  for  tbe  purpose  of  deterininiog  the  will  of  the  people 
under  his  jurisdiction,  in  reference  to  thd  presidential  question.  The  attendants  at  this 
meeting,  un<ier  the  presidency  of  tbe  local  authority,  unanimously  declare  that  they  desire 
Ac  diizem  lioemtiaU  Beni/i  Jutrtz  to  conthiue  as  Prt^ideni  of  the  Mexican  republic  at  long  at  necessary  ; 
mi  tka/  ore  eUao  in  favor  of  prolonging  the  powers  of  the  person  who  is  president  of  the  supreme  court 
cfjwtHee.  And  they  make  this  pre?ient  manifesto,  which  they  sign  with  me,  to  be  sent  tq 
the  citizen  co1onel-in-Ghit;f  of  the  cantons  for  the  information  of  the  supreme  authority, 

E.  Vela,  Manuel  Camino. 

Jaltipam,  Ftkrmar^  8,  18««. 


No.  10. 
[Translation.] 

Xq  the  town  of  San  Juan  Evangelista.  of  the  canton  of  Acayucam,  in  the  free  and  soy- 
ereign  State  of  Vera  Cruz  Llavc,  ou  the  8th  of  February,  1866,  by  invitation  of  citizen 
Fmndaco  Garcia,  justice  of  the  peice,  and  temporary  military  commander  of  this  muni- 
ciptlity,  the  hoDor«ible  council  and  other  authorities,  together  with  tbe  most  respectable 
Qimns  undersigned,  ass«!mbled,  and  the  circular  of  the  citizen  military  commander  of  the 
cxDton  relating  to  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November  last  having  been  read,  it  was  asked 
a  we  were  willing  that  citizen  licentiate  Benito  Juarez  should  remain  in  office  as  President, 
tiH  the  circamstances  of  the  war  should  allow  a  new  election  And  all  having  expressed 
tbeh' ^pontaneoos  will,  unanimously,  that  citizen  Juarez  should  continue  to  rule  the  nation 
«i  President,  the  present  mauifesto  was  drawn  up  and  signed  by  all  persons  present,  ami 
the  meeting  adjourned  ;  tbe  document  being  signed  in  presence  of  my  adjutant,  who  certi- 
&»it. 

fiefore  me : 

C.  GUILLEN,  Adjuiara. 

No.  II. 
[Translation.  1 

In  the  town  of  San  Pedro  Znteapam,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1866,  the  patriotic  munl- 
cipslity,  jnsticd  of  tbe  peace,  officials  and  private  individuals  signing  this  manifesto,  met 
^  tbe  residence  of  the  military  commander ;  and  that  officer  presiding,  the  canton  com- 
■udar's  drcnlar  was  read,  requesting  the  rote  of  the  people  on  the  presidential  question. 
AU  present  agreed  upon  the  following,  without  the  least  dissent : 

The  people  of  San  Pedro  Zoteapam.  with  their  officers,  declare  that  they  acknowledge 
otix^  licentiate  Benito  Juarez  as  legitimate  President,  and  will  sustain  him  in  the  liberal 
bititiitkms  that  now  govern  the  country. 

Act  concluded  and  signed  by  every  one  present  at  the  meeting. 


No.  12. 

[Translation.] 

In  the  town  of  SaatUgo  Mecayapam,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1866,  the  patriotic  muni- 
cipality, justice  of  the  peace,  officers  and  private  individuals  who  sign  this  act,  assembled 
^  the  town  hall,  elected  the  military  oommander  to  preside  over  tbe  meeting,  and  read  p 
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the  circular  id  regard  to  the  presidencj.    The  following  resolution  was  thereupon  untm- 
mously  adopted  : 

The  people  of  Santiago  Mecayapam,  and  their  anthorities,  declare  that  they  recognize 
the  well-deserying  citizen  licentiate  Benito  Juarez  as  the  legitimate  President  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic,  and  will  support  him  in  the  liberal  institutions  with  which  he  now  rules  the 
•oouDtry.     And  so  this  act  ends  with  the  signatures  of  all  present. 


No.  IS. 

[Translation.] 

In  the  'town  of  San  Andres  Sayultepec,  canton  of  Acayncan,  on  the  9tb  of  February, 
1866,  the  military  commander,  the  municipality,  local  judge,  and  notable  citizens  apseiD' 
'bled  together  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  presidential  question.  The  supreme  de- 
cree of  the  8th  November  last,  printed  in  the  official  bulletin  of  the  1st  instant,  declaring 
citizen  licentiate  Benito  Juarez  is  still  President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  having  been  read, 
together  with  the  circular  of  the  chief  Uiilitary  commander  requesting  the  votes  of  this 
section,  we  unanimously  declared  (hat  we  asbent  to  the  decree,  and  promise  to  sustain  it, 
at  the  saorifice  of  life  and  fortune,  if  neceesary,  till  the  circumstances  of  the  present  war 
permit  another  election. 

Thereupon  this  manifest  was  made  out  and  signed  as  evidence  of  the  fact  to  be  preserved. 


No.  14. 

[Translation.]  / 

In  the  town  of  San  Miguel  de  Tesispec,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1866,  the  military  com- 
mander, justice  of  the  peace,  the  council  and  chief  citizens  of  the  place  assembled  iu  the 
town  hall,  and  the  circular  note  of  the  military  commander  of  the  cantons  of  Acayucao 
and  Minatitlan,  of  the  6th  instant,  having  been  read,  requesting  the  adoption  of  the  de- 
cree of  the  8  th  of  November  last  in  regard  to  the  presidency,  we  unanimously  declare  that 
we  desire  citizen  Benito  Juarez  to  continue  President  of  the  republic,  under  the  auspiced 
of  the  constitution  of  1857,  as  he  has  bravely  defended  the  rights  of  the  nation,  till  the 
circumstances  of  the  war  may  allow  a  new  election  ;  and  thus  the  present  act  closes. 


No.  15. 

[Translation.] 

In  the  town  of  Cosolecaque,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1866,  the  local  commander,  patriotic 
counsel,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  many  citizens,  assembled  in  the  town  hall  to  consider  the 
presidential  question,  by  order  of  a  circular  from  headquarters  of  the  eastern  line,  resolve  as 
follows  : 

That  it  is  our  unanimous  wish  for  citizen  licentiate  Benito  Juarez  to  continue  in  olBce  as 
President  of  this  republic  till  the  circumstances  of  the  war  allow  a  new  election ;  moreover, 
that  he  continue  in  office  for  another  term,  so  as  to  Feg<ulate  the  affairs  of  the  nation  com' 
pletely.  Thev  desire  duplicates  of  this  act,  one  for  the  book  of  reeord,  and  one  to  be  sent  im- 
mediately to  the  citizen  commander  of  the  cantons  for  his  information. 


No.  16. 
[Translation.] 
In  the  town  of  Izhuatlan,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1866,  the  honorable  council  and  other 
citizens  assembled  in  the  town  hall,  according  to  the  circular  of  the  7th  instant,  and  the 
meeting  being  presided  over  by  me,  the  military  commander  and  justice  of  the  peace,  I  read 
■to  them  articles  78,  79,  80,  and  82  of  the  federal  constitution,  which  puts  an  ena  to  the  presi- 
dency of  citizen  licentiate  Benito  Juarez ;  and  having  informed  them  of  the  desire  from  head- 
quarters to  know  if  they  voted  for  C.  Benito  Juarez  to  continue  in  supreme  command,  they 
all  answered  unanimously,  that,  trusting  to  his  honesty  and  firmness  in  defence  of  the  na- 
tional cause,  C.  Benito  Juarez  seemed  worthy  and  deserving  of  the  high  place  he  now  fills, 
and  wish  him  to  continue  in  it ;  and  we  promise  to  aid  him  as  we  have  always  done,  and 
wish  him  success  in  the  glorious  cause  upon  which  our  well-being  depends,  and  we  thersfers 
sign  the  present.  ^  j 
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No.  17. 
[Translation.] 

In  tbe  town  of  San  Isidro  de  Zara^za,  on  the  10th  of  Febrnarj,  1866,  all  the  authorities 
and  citizens  of  this  place  assembled  in  the  town  hall,  and  the  circular  of  the  6th  instant  from 
tbe  militaiy  commander  of  these  cantons,  wishing  to  know  if  the  people  here  desired  that 
eitisen  licenciado  Benito  Juarez  continue  in  the  presidency,  having  been  read,  all  present 
pronomiced  him  President  again  by  acclamation,  shouting :  Viva  el  C.  Licenciado  Benito 
Juarez,  Presidente  de  la'republica  Mexicana!  Viva  el  Presidente  leal  de  nuestra  repub- 
Uca!  7  con  ella  sus  muj  fieles  serWdores.  And  thus  the  act  concluded  and  was  signea  by 
all  present. 

Commandant  Francisco  Carlos,  in  the  name  of  the  citizens  and  for  myself,  Pablo  Perez, 
secretary;  for  the  citizens  of  the  illustrious  municipality,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  citizens 
who  caEDOt  sign,  their  names,  and  for  myself,  Nicholas  Martin,  secretary. 


No.  la 

[Translation.  ] 

Im  the  town  of  Soeonnsco,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1866,  the  municipality,  justice  of  the 
peace,  military  commander,  and  citizens  of  the  place  having  assembled  m  the  town  hall,  the 
circolar  from  headquarters  on  the  presidential  quesfion  having  been  read  by  the  military 
oMBmander  of  tbe  canton  presiding,  a  few  speeches  from  citizens  eulogized  citizen  Juarez  for 
his  dric  virtues,  and  his  firmness  and  constancy  in  upholding  the  dignity  and  independence 
of  Mexico ;  and  all  present  voted  that  citizen  Benito  Juarez  continue  in  command  of  the  na- 
tioQ  as  President  of  the  republic  till  the  circumstances  of  the  war  allow  a  new  election.  And 
tkaa  the  present  aci  closed,  with  the  signatures  of  all  present 


No.  19. 
[Translation.  ] 

In  the  town  of  Hidalgotitlan,  on  the  Uth  of  February,  1866,  before  me,  the  military  com- 
Dsnder,  appeared  the  honorable  council,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  other  citizens,  and  having 
R«d  the  decree  issued  bv  our  worthy  and  well-deserving  President,  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  at 
£1  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  8th  of  November  last,  prolonging  the  presidential  period  till  the 
drcamstaoces  of  the  war  allow  a  new  election,  all  answered  unanimously  that  they  wish  the 
Pittideat  to  continue  in  power,  as  he  has  decreed  by  ample  faculties  vested  in  him ;  and  the 
pcsent  act  closed,  being  signed  for  me  and  the  honorable  council  by  my  secretary,  Manuel 
Cttdiani ;  C.  Garcia  Cruz,  Julian  Cruz,  for  citizens. 


No.  20. 
[Translation.] 

lathe  town  of  Minzapan,  on  the  llth  of  February,  1866,  the  local  commander,  justice  of 
^  peace,  and  other  civil  authorities  and  citizens  of  the  place,  having  assembled  in  the  town 
l»ll.  tbe  circular  from  the  headanarters  of  tbe  eastern  lino  wa«  read,  desiring  to  know  if  the 
people  are  willing  that  citizen  Benito  Juarez  should  continue  as  President  of  the  republic 
•AH  Toted  unanimously  that  the  well  deserving  citizen  Benito  Juarez  continue  in  office  as 
Prendent  as  long  as  the  present  war  lasts,  or  till  a  new  election  can  take  place.  And  so  this 
»et  eonclnded,  with  directions  to  have  a  copy  sent  to  headquarters. 

Juan  Q.  Hernandez,  military  commander ;  G^ronimo  Martin,  justice  of  the  peace. 


Sehor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washingtont  March  18, 1866. 
Ur.  Sbcbbtaby  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
fe  gOTemmeat  of  the  United  States,  some  extracts  from  a  pamphlet  entitled 
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"  The  Foreign  Question,"  whicb  was  published  on  the  31st  of  December  last, 
in  the  town  of  Paso  del  Norte,  the  present  seat  of  the  national  governmeDt  of 
Mexico. 

It  contains  a  short  and  correct  account  of  political  occurrences  in  the  Mexican 
republic  during  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December,  1865. 

I  am  pleased  with  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  as- 
surances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  "William  H.  Seward,  ^t;..  4^.,  ^. 


M.  ROMERO. 


THE  FOREIGN  QUESTION. 

[Translation.] 

New  cbaogfes  brought  about  by  tbe  removal  of  the  national  goyemmeDt  to  Cbibnahaa,  sod 
its  sabseqaeut  return  to  this  city,  have  distnrbed  the  re^lar  order  of  our  reviews,  and  com- 
pel us  to  coudense  the  events  of  the  last  three  months,  ending  this  day,  into  one  single 
Srticle.  #•••»*  JJ  . 

We  will  begin  with  a  notice  of  the  imprisonments  by  tbe  empire  in  August  last,  on  acoonnt 
of  a  suspected  conspiracy  in  the  capital,  garrisoned  by  a  considerable  French  force.  The 
persons  arrested  were  liberals  residing  in  the  city,  who  were  soon  released  without  an  explan- 
ation of  the  arbitrary  acts  committed  against  them.  If  there  had  been  the  slightest  proof  of 
conspiracy,  the  captives  would  have  been  executed  immediately,  as  clemency  is  not  one  of 
the  virtues  of  the  present  ruler  of  Mexico.  Supposing  it  only  a  scare,  we  cannot  conceive  why 
the  invaders  were  so  frightened,  or  why  persons  were  arrested,  unless  it  were  a  causeless  act 
of  tyranny  so  common  to  our  present  civilizers.  It  seems  the  order  was  issued  by  Marshal 
Bazaine,  without  the  assent  of  Maximilian,  who  was  on  a  visit  to  the  mines  of  Pachnca  at 
the  time — for  he  always  leaves  the  capital  for  a  short  time  whenever  he  has  a  disagreemenl 
with  the  French  general ;  and  the  visit  like  to  have  cost  him  very  dearly,  for  he  was  near 
being  caught  by  a  guerilla  band,  and  had  to  retreat  to  the  city  in  the  g^reatest  haste.  Now, 
as  we  are  on  the  subject  of  despotism,  we  will  give  the  case  of  Manuel  Lozano,  of  Aguas 
Calientes,  who  was  assassinated  upon  the  report  of  a  bandit,  who  swore  he  was  in  leajgue 
with  the  republicans.  There  was  no  evidence  to  condemn  the  unfortunate  man,  but  he  was 
murdered  in  cold  blood  by  the  officers  of  the  intervention.  This  horrid  crime  remained  on- 
revenged,  though  it  was  denounced  by  the  newspapers  of  the  imperial  capital,  and  chastise- 
ment of  the  guilty  was  demanded. 

Besides  a  speech,  Maximilian  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  national  independence  by  a 
decree,  declaring  the  gp'andsons  of  Iturbide,  children  of  his  son  Angel  and  a  North  American 
woman,  princes  of  the  empire.  It  was  also  said  he  intended  to  make  them  his  snccessors, 
but  he  did  not  do  it.  We  canH  imagine  why  he  skipped  the  living  children  of  the  unfortu- 
nate hero  of  Iguala,  and  passed  to  tbe  grandchildren,  when  the  former  had  tbe  greatest 
right  to  titles.  This  fact  is  very  insignificant  in  itself.  The  usurper  may  make  as  many 
pnnces,  dukes,  counts,  and  marquises  as  he  pleases,  as  all  these  nigh-sounding  titles  will 
only  serve  for  ridicule,  as  he  will  never  be  able  to  establish  a  real  aristocracy  for  his  imperial 
farce.  ###•**#• 

General  Porfirio  Diaz  managed  to  escape  from  his  prison,  in  Puebla,  on  the  22d  of  Sep- 
tember. The  event  gave  great  alarm  to  the  imperialists,  as  they  knew  the  harm  he  could  do 
them  if  he  could  raise  another  army  for  tbe  republican  cause.  We  will  see  how  he  served 
his  country  as  soon  as  be  was  at  liberty.  He  went  immediately  into  the  State  of  Guerrero, 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  republican  force,  and  attacked  a  band  of  traitors,  which  was 
completely  routed,  with  considerable  loss.  After  this,  he  consulted  with  General  Alvarez 
about  a  new  campaign  in  Guerrero  and  Oaxaca,  which  was  subsequently  carried  out.  Events 
will  soon  realize  the  hopes  entertained  of  the  patriotism  of  General  Diaz. 

A  proclamation  and  a  decree  were  issued  in  October,  in  the  capital  of  the  Mexican  empire, 
destined  to  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  the  history  of  tbe  intervention  struggle.  The  pro- 
clamation of  the  usurper  says  that  the  cause  defended  with  so  much  valor  and  constancy  by 
Benito  Juarez  has  lost  all  political  character,  because  the  ex-President  of  the  republic  has 
quit  the  national  territory,  and  his  robber  bands  must  be  treated  with  the  greatest  severity. 

This  assertion  was  preceded  by  a  note  from  ( General  Brincourt,  stating  it  as  a  £tkc%  that 
President  Juarez  had  actually  left  the  Mexican  territory,  and  without  waiting  to  investigate 
the  case,  Maximilian  proclaimed  it  as  true,  and  made  it  the  foundation  of  his  tyrannical  de- 
crees. Logically  speaking,  when  the  falsehood  of  Brincourt's  assertion  was  ascertained,  the 
cause  for  the  decree  was  removed,  and  it  fell  to  the  ground.  But  logic  is  sacrificed  in  this 
case,  and  Maximilian  is  held  up  to  ridicule. 

So  much  importance  was  given  to  the  supposed  desertion  of  the  republic  by  President 
Juarez,  that  the  imperial  organs  gave  it  over  as  the  end  of  the  contest.    As  soon  as  Brin- 
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coart*s  oocnpation  of  Ohihaahaa  was  known  in  the  capital,  Marshal  Bazaine  hastened  to 
telegraph  the  news  to  Vera  Cruz,  where  a  vessel  was  prepared  to  convey  it  without  delay  to 
Napoleon,  as  if  it  were  a  decided  fact.  They  did  not  consider  that  it  was  only  the  aban- 
doniDent  of  a  single  citv,  whose  possession  by  the  French  would  be  of  veij  little  importance ; 
bat,  in  accordance  witn  their  system  of  exagfi^eration,  a  second-rate  affair  was  made  a  first- 
rate  success,  and  to  give  it  greater  interest,  they  told  of  the  capture  of  some  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, not  taken  in  battle,  but  left  for  want  of  transportation,  after  having  been  spiked.  In 
the  same  strain  they  called  the  orderly  retreat  of  the  republican  government  a  hasty  flight, 
luA  coDclnded  by  saying  the  President  had  left  the  country,  and  thus  the  troubles  were  over. 

This  is  a  case  of  very  great  importance,  and  the  mistake  was  serious,  even  allowing  the 
illegstions  to  have  been  true.  However  injurious  the  exit  of  the  supreme  magistrate  to  the 
national  cause,  it  could  not  be  ruinous ;  were  he  even  to  die,  though  the  nation  would  miss 
him  much,  the  national  cause  would  not  be  irretrievably  injured,  oecause  it  was  formed  to 
oatlive  the  most  eminent  men  wl)o  die  in  its  defence  The  argument,  therefore,  employed  by 
the  usurper  in  his  celebrated  proclamation,  taken  in  the  most  favorable  sense,  amounts  to  an 
absurdity. 

If  its  reasoning  can  thus  be  so  easily  refuted,  the  decree  is  still  subject  to  greater  blame 
for  its  infraction  of  every  principle  of  hunuiuity ;  and  the  interventionists  have  reached  the 
highest  grade  of  eternal  infamy  in  adopting  its  principles.  As  early  as  the  20th  of  June, 
1&3,  General  Forey  created  the  execrable  French  courts- martial,  whose  records  are  now  sat- 
ortted  with  the  nation's  blood.  After  Maximilian^s  return  from  his  journey  into  the  countir, 
he  issued  a  circular  ordering  all  captured  guerrilleros  to  be  hanged,  and  not  8ati9fied  with  the 
aany  sanguinary  executions  already  consummated,  he  perfected  his  infernal  work4)y  issuing 
the  decree  of  the  3d  of  October,  and  in  this  his  ministers  have  become  his  accomplices,  for 
their  signatures  are  appended  to  the  document,  ordering  the  most  horrid  crime  against  hu- 
msoity,  a  crime  that  Draco  himself  would  not  have  dared  to  sanction.  Its  articles  are 
narked  with  the  seal  of  genuine  ferocity;  every  one  belonging  to  an  armed  force  of  any 
somber,  kind,  order,  or  organization,  character  or  denomination,  shall  be  condemned  to  death 
ij  a  court-martial,  and  executed  within  twenty-four  hours,  without  appeal  or  recourse  of 
toy  kind ;  and  every  one  who  shall  aid  or  abet  the  republicans  in  any  manner  whatever,  give 
them  notice  or  warning,  furnish  them  with  any  munitions  of  war,  have  Any  intercourse  with 
them,  or  conceal  them,  or  propagate  false  or  alarming  rumors  or  reports,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  penalties  of  imprisonment,  banishment,  or  fine,  according  to  the  gravity  of  the  onence. 
All  owners  or  managers  of  plantations  are  required  to  notify  the  imperial  authorities  of  the 
eoeaiies^  movements,  under  the  penalty  of  a  heavy  fine  in  case  of  neglect  to  do  so.  This 
order  is  extended  to  town  authorities;  and  all  male  citizens  between  eighteen  and  fif>y-five 
who  do  not  take  up  arms  m  defence  of  the  empire  are  subject  to  similar  penalties.  Ail  the 
•ther  dispositions  of  the  said  decree  are  of  the  same  tenor,  thus  placing  the  whole  community 
in  a  state  of  siege,  declaring  all  criminals  who  are  not  zealous  partisans  of  the  new  order  of 
things. 

To  show  the  determination  to  enforce  this  decree  with  the  greatest  possible  rigor,  I  will 
dte  a  recent  occurrence  of  the  g^reatest  importance.  On  the  13th  of  October  a  division, 
corainanded  by  Jos^  Maria  Arteaga,  was  defeated  at  Santa  Aua  Amatlan,  and  he  was  taken 
pnsooer,  with  General  Carlos  Salazar  and  several  other  chiefs  and  officers.  Don  Ramon 
Mendez,  the  imperial  conqueror,  who  was  made  brigadier  general  for  that  feat,  did  not  dare 
to  enforce  the  precepts  of  the  sanguinary  law  upon  nis  distinguished  prisoners,  and  sent  to 
Mexico  to  know  what  was  to  be  done  with  them.  He  was  answered  by  the  usurper's  min- 
ister of  war,  as  well  as  by  Marshal  Bazaine,  that  the  decree  should  be  strictly  enforced.  So 
Gtnerals  Arteaga  and  Salazar,  Colonels  Diaz  Paracho  and  Villa  Gomez,  Padre  Mina,  and 
we  know  not  how  many  more,  were  shot  in  Uruapam  according  to  supreme  orders.  We 
pfeiome  these  atrocious  assassinations  have  been  continued,  as  we  have  recently  heard  of 
the  petition  of  the  ladies  of  Pazcuaro  to  spare  the  lives  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners. 
Eve^thing  has  conspired  to  render  this  barbarous  act  most  conspicuous  in  its  hideous  de- 
fonnlty.  Meudez's  prisoners  belonged  to  no  guerilla  band  ;  they  were  not  obscure  individ- 
uls;  they  had  been  guilty  of  no  misdemeanors,  and  were  blameless  in  their  conduct;  but 
they  belonged  to  the  regular  army,  organized  in  due  form ;  they  occupied  high  positions  in 
mlitary  rank;  one  was  commanding  general  of  the  division;  all  were  known  as  gentlemen; 
^r  officers  had  been  lenient  with  French,  Austrian,  and  Belgian  prisoners ;  and  even  the 
Express  newspaper,  on  hearing  of  Arteaga's  capture,  pronounced  a  merited  eulogy  on  his 
cooidiict  Bni  all  that  did  not  save  them  from  the  gallows ;  they  were  led  out  and  shot  like 
aalefactors. 

Acts  of  this  kind — an  eternal  stigma  of  infamy  upon  their  authors — far  from  doing  honor  to 
their  cause,  will  ruin  it  and  cover  it  with  disgrace.  These  extreme  measures  prove  the  des- 
P«*tion  of  their  cause,  and  it  certainly  cannot  succeed  by  these  means.  The  wanton  shed- 
«JJf  of  blood,  even  in  wars,  in  all  ages  and  in  every  part  of  the  world,  has  only  served  for 
the  destruction  of  the  sanguinary  cause.  The  execution  of  those  meritorious  patriots  in 
Iroipioi  will  serve  as  a  stimulus  to  the  nation  to  arouse  itself  against  its  butchers  and 
•▼•age  the  memoir  of  its  worthy  children. 

•  ••  •  «•  ••  * 

Soon  after  the  promulgation  of  the  decree  to  which  we  have  alluded,  there  waq^  a  misun 
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deratoDding  among  the  ministers  who  had  signed  it  Fernando  Ramirez  was  tranafeiTed 
from  the  department  of  foreign  relations  to  the  department  of  state,  and  Yelazqoez  de  Leon, 
its  incumbent,  was  left  without  a  portfolio.  Martin  del  Castillo  was  put  into  Ramirez's  place, 
to  the  great  surprise  of  everybody,  as  he  was  only  under-secretarj  of  the  treasury  and  man- 
ager of  the  imperial  household.  Manuel  8iliceo  was  dismissed  from  the  department  of  public 
instmctioQ  and  worship,  and  Francisco  Artigas,*  a  young  lawyer  of  no  note,  was  put  in  his 
place. 

The  mystery  of  these  changes  remains  unrevealed.  Why  did  Ramirez  leave  his  position 
and  not  quit  the  cabinet  ?  Why  was  Siliceo  dismissed  from  the  cabinet  when  he  had  josi 
deeply  compromised  himself  by  signing  the  sanguinary  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  1  If 
this  ministerial  modification  means  a  change  of  policy,  it  is  very  hard  to  comprehend  it.  The 
tnitb  is,  Maximilian  must  be  much  in  want  of  capable  men  for  his  cabinet,  when  he  has  to 
fill  it  with  persons  unknown,  or  entirely  disqualified  for  such  distinguished  positions. 
•  «  «  «•  *«  *« 

Interested  persons  have  represented  Maximilian  as  a  great  reformer  on  account  of  the  en- 
actment  of  some  organic  laws  promulgated  last  Novem&r.  Those  I  have  seen  are  very  far 
from  deserving  praise.  One  relates  to  the  departments,  and  the  duties  of  their  heads,  but  it 
is  common.  Another  concerns  the  modification  of  a  former  decree,  fixing  the  order  of  prece- 
dence among  the  imperial  dienitaries,  and  it  is  simply  ridiculous.  The  organization  of  the 
judiciary  department  is  merely  a  copy  of  the  law  signed  bv  Teodosio  Lares  at  the  time  Santa 
Anna  entitled  himself  serene  highness,  and  inaugurated  tne  absurd  system  of  a  monarchical 
farce  in  Mexico.  If  there  are  other  laws  worthy  of  euloey  in  any  way  we  have  not  beuud 
of  them ;  and  even  if  they  do  exist  they  are  not  national,  oecause  they  do  not  proceed  frmn 
the  proper  authority. 

But  the  most  important  part  of  the  administrative  functions  is  the  direction  of  the  treasnry 
department.  This  has  been  organized  by  Francisco  P.  de  Cesar,  the  present  under-secretary. 
According  to  his  report,  the  sum  and  substance  of  his  efforts,  in  a  financial  way,  consist  in 
doubling  the  present  taxation.  It  certainly  requires  no  fiscal  genius  to  do  this.  If  this  sys- 
tem can  be  carried  out,  the  directors  of  the  Mexican  imperial  treasury  may  boast  of  having 
solved  all  pecuniary  difficulties.  If  doubling  the  rates  of  taxation  will  not  do,  they  can 
triple  or  quadruple  them,  going  on  in  geometrical  progression  until  there  be  no  deficit  in  gov- 
ernment expenses. 

The  calculation  of  this  estimate  is  very  easy  on  paper;  but  in  practice,  we  jndge  there 
will  be  inseparable  difficulties.  War  is  a  great  obstacle  to  the  collection  of  taxes  at  present; 
but  when  all  private  fortunes  are  exhausted  by  its  continuation,  how  is  any  government  to 
subsist?  It  will  require  long  years  of  peace  to  enable  the  country  to  suppwt  a  monarchy, 
such  as  the  present  one. 

The  financial  situation  is  becoming  so  complicated  that  it  can  never  be  untangled.  The 
yearly  estimate  amounts  to  fifty-seven  millions  of  dollars,  eighteen  millions  of  which  go  to 
the  support  of  the  army,  and  the  thirty -nine  remaining  to  the  civil  government.  Our  reason- 
ing becomes  more  forcible  as  these  expenses  increase ;  and  this  is  the  government  that  was 
to  be  a  panacea  to  all  our  ills !  Any  one  acquainted  with  our  country  can  see  how  absurd 
it  is  to  think  that  such  a  sum  can  be  collected.  We  laugh  at  the  new  financier  sent  to  Mexico 
by  Napoleon  to  make  these  ridiculous  calculations.  Mr.  Langlais  has  asserted  that  it  is 
very  easy  to  make  Mexico  yield  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars !  When  we  see  fbreigm 
financiers,  entirely  ignorant  of  our  countiy,  solve  complicated  questions  in  four  words,  we 
are  tempted  to  exclaim:    ** Pardon  them,  0  Lord,  for  they  know  not  what  they  say !" 

The  present  condition  of  the  finances  is  gloomy :  rentes  and  foreign  loans  have  already 
been  absorbed  by  the  government  expenses.  The  revenues  of  the  States  have  also  been  us  A 
up,  since  the  central  system  was  substituted  for  the  federative.  The  funds  have  been  used 
to  support  a  court  of  toreigners,  that  sqtlanders  money  in  great  profusion.  Horses,  balls, 
excursions,  shows,  banquets,  alms,  servants,  and  dress,  cost  millions.  Four  millions'  pay 
to  the  Austrian  soldiers  is  aside  from  all  this.  Such  extravagance  will  certainly  bankrupt 
the  country  and  nut  an  end  to  the  imperial  farce.  #  •  *  • 

In  fact,  everytning  conspires  to  make  the  situation  more  grievous,  the  few  victories  of  the 
imperial  arms  not  excepted.  The  advantage  has  mostly  been  on  our  side,  even  when  the 
imperialists  triumphed,  for  nobody  can  believe  in  its  ultimate  success  in  this  prolonged 
struggle.  For  military  operations  in  this  vast  country  the  imperial  government  depends  upon 
the  French  expeditionary  corps,  the  foreign  legion,  and  Mexican  soldiers  armed  by  the  in- 
vaders. A  rapid  view  of  these  three  elements  will  demonstrate  the  impossibility  of  executing 
the  work  proposed. 

We  cannot  say  exactly  what  is  the  number  of  men  in  the  French  expeditionary  corps ; 
but  at  the  time  the  question  was  debated  in  the  legislative  assembly,  it  consisted  of  28,000 
men.  According  to  another  report,  it  consisted  of  twenty-one  battalions  of  infantry,  thirteen 
squadrons  of  cavalry,  eight  batteries  of  artillery,  and  a  company  of  sappers.  Although  re- 
cruits have  continued  to  come  from  France  for  the  last  few  months  for  the  army  in  Mexico, 
the  force  has  not  been  increased,  as  they  had  to  take  the  place  of  discharged  soldiers.  One 
of  the  ways  Napoleon  thought  of  to  increase  his  Mexican  troops,  was  to  hire  l,iHX>  soldiers 
from  the  viceroy  of  Egypt  to  serve  in  portions  of  the  country  unhealthy  to  Europeans.  One 
of  the  dangers  of  employing  these  troops  is,  they  may  bring  the  cholera  into  the  country. 
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TUs  pkn  was  protested  against  b j  Mr.  Seward,  in  a  note  to  ihe  French  goYemment,.  and  it 
WHS  diseontinned,  and  the  idea  abandoned. 

From  the  most  reliable  information,  the  foreign  legion  consists  of  12,900  men.  Its  losses 
lie  greater  than  those  of  the  French  troops,  becanse  it  has  taken  part  in  almost  all  the  im- 
portant combats,  with  disastrous  results,  and  has  been  sent  to  sickly  regions  where  many 
died.  Many  of  the  Anstrians  sent  to  pacify  Yucatan,  perished  there  of  yellow  fever ;  and 
many  Belgians  died  of  fever  in  Michoacan.  Typhus  fever  broke  out  recently  in  San  Luis 
Potod  anddestroyed  many  of  the  French  garrison  stationed  there. 

Tlie  aoxiliary  corps  of  Mexican  traitors  is  the  smallest  body  of  troops  fighting  for  inter- 
vention, and  they  are  kept  so  purposely  on  account  of  the  mistrust  with  which  they  are 
regvded.  Desertion  from  the  imperial  to  the  republican  ranks  is  another  cause  of  diminution 
in  the  former.  We  know  of  none  other  of  the  Mexican  auxiliaries  but  those  of  Mejia's 
diriaon  in  Matamoras,  Oronoz's  brigade  in  Colima,  a  few  of  them  in  Acapulco,  and  those 
with  Meodes  in  Michoacan. 

As  a  sonunaiy  of  Napoleon*s  working  forces  in  the  field,  we  reckon  40,000  foreign  troops 
and  6,000  or  d,000  Mexican  imperialists.  As  the  insurrection  has  now  become  general  all 
oTsr  the  eoontry,  this  force  is  entirely  insufficient  for  the  proposed  pacification  ot  Mexico. 
Unisis  supplied  with  constant  re-enforcements  it  will  continue  to  diminish  till  it  is  useless ; 
tod  even  with  those  it  has  had,  it  has  done  nothing  to  end  its  mission. 

In  &et,  the  military  operation  of  the  last  months  of  this  year  clearly  demonstrate  that  the 
null  fire  is  not  so  easily  quenched,  although  the  defenders  of  national  independence  were 
calkd  bandits  and  were  treated  as  such.  Small  as  they  may  be  and  meanly  as  they  are 
tietted,  their  feeble  efforts  will  soon  put  an  end  to  monarchy  and  intervention. 

The  republican  cause  is  still  sustained  in  Tabasco  and  Chiapis,  and  the  national  govern- 
meot  kept  up.  As  their  peculiar  position  exempts  them  from  frequent  molestation,  they  em- 
pk»v  their  leisure  time  in  preparing  for  new  struggles,  or  in  lending  aid  to  the  national  forces 
in  oeir  vicinity. 

Id  the  State  of  Vera  Cms  General  Garcia  is  attracting  the  enemy's  attention,  molesting 
luffl  continually,  and  often  doing  considerable  damage.  We  occupy  important  places  for  a 
time,  and  then  are  compelled  to  abandon  them  to  the  imperialists.  This  was  the  case  in 
Zoofolica,  Huatasco,  and  various  other  towns,  which  were  alternately  taken  by  both  parties. 
The  r^nblicans  have  recently  taken  possession  of  Tlapacoyan.  The  trains  on  the  railwav 
Wtveeo  Cordova  and  Orizava  are  frequently  fired  into.  One  train  was  stopped ;  the  French 
were  taken  from  it  and  executed. 

CokneU  Figueroa  and  Diaz  have  continued  fighting  in  Oaxaca  with  varied  success. 
Afier  taking  lehuacan,  Figueroa  gained  another  important  victory  in  Trapichito,  routing  an 
Austrian  column,  and  taking  the  money  it  was  escortuig.  The  newspapers  of  the  capital 
reported  that  the  republican  forces  were  overtaken  and  punished.;  but  this  could  not  have 
wen  true,  as  they  soon  returned  to  the  field  better  equipped  than  they  were  before.  The 
good  sense  of  the  people  of  Oaxaca  will  keep  them  steadfast  in  the  good  cause,  particularly 
as  they  may  expect  aid  from  their  neighbors,  and  can  take  advantage  of  the  dissensions 
aaoBg  the  imperialist  and  Austrian  authorities  in  the  capital  of  the  State. 

MicDoaean  has  been  the  theatre  of  events  of  much  interest.  The  army  of  the  centre  has 
been  reorganized,  and  has  acquired  such  strength  that  its  headquarters  are  now  only  twelve 
leagues  from  Morelia.  The  commander-in-chief  has  divided  his  forces  into  three  sections : 
one  ander  Riva  Palacio,  another  under  Zepeda,  and  taking  charge  of  the  third  himself.  The 
int  advanced  upon  Morelia  on  the  12th  of  October,  and  would  have  taken  the  town  if  the 
cavaby  had  not  wasted  time  in  pursuing  some  fiying  Belgians  outside,  which  gave  the  be- 
wged  time  to  strengthen  their  fortifications  within  the  city.  Our  forces  thus  frustrated 
le^ired,  with  considerable  loss  to  the  Belgians.  , 

The  imperial  newspapers  also  reported  the  defeat  of  Zepeda  by  Carriedo,  a  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  emplopr  of  the  interventionist.  As  we  have  heard  nothing  of  this  firom  any 
otbar  source  we  are  inclined  to  doubt  its  truth. 

As  to  the  third  section,  we  mentioned  it  when  speaking  of  General  Arteaga's  assassination. 
Mendw  says  his  victory  at  Santa  Ana  Amatlan  was  owing  to  his  hurried  march  of  twelve 
kwies  through  the  hot  region ;  but  we  think  it  more  attributable  to  chance. 

Tha  lamentable  events  mentioned  have  not  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  Michoacan,  a  State 
that  has  distinguished  itself  in  this  war,  for  the  chiefs  there  have  given  varied  proofs  of  valor 
sad  constancy.  General  Rogules  has  been  put  in  command  of  the  army  of  the  centre,  in 
plsee  of  General  Arteaga.  This  distinguished  leader,  assisted  by  Bonda,  Garcia,  and  many 
otk^  will  preserve  the  good  name  of  the  State,  and  may  add  new  honors  to  its  renown  by 
'otnrs  deeds  of  glory. 

The  partisan  leader,  Ugalde,  already  so  famous,  has  not  failed  to  act  in  his  line  of  business. 
HeroQted  a  force  that  was  sent  out  after  him  from  Mexico  in  San  Felipe,  and  after  a  hard 
day'a  march  had  another  encounter  with  the  enemy,  with  the  loss  of  a  few  of  his  men.  As 
is  usual,  when  republican  news  is  reported  in  imperialist  papers,  Ugalde  was  said  to  be  cut 
to  pieces,  and  his  force  entirely  destroyed.  This  was  not  true,  for  the  formidable  partisan 
B**^  bis  appearance  in  a  few  days  with  a  better  force  than  before. 

The  republican  Escamilla  routed  the  imperialists  under  Llorente,  at  Huasteca,  and  both 
^cidcstt  were  killed  in  the  action.  r^^^^T^ 
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It  would  be  a  tedions  task  to  mention  all  the  enconntera  of  our  partisans  witli  the  enemy  ; 
suffice  it  to  say,  the  republicans  mostly  fzret  the  advanta^,  and  their  number  in  the  good  cause 
increases,  often  swelled  by  those  who  had  formerly  figured  in  the  intervention  ranks  when 
they  had  been  forced  to  fight  General  Juan  Vicario  belongs  to  this  number ;  he  pronounced 
against  the  imperial  government  in  Matamoras.  Fennin  Yaldes,  lately  killed  in  an  encoun- 
ter, was  another  of  these.  If  a  few  of  these  partisans  surrender,  as  Fragosa  did,  a  second 
time,  many  others  rise  up  to  take  their  places,  thus  demonstrating  that  the  contest  will  be  in- 
terminable. 

In  the  State  of  Guerrero,  where  the  public  spirit  has  not  been  disturbed,  the  republican 
forces  are  increasing,  and  many  of  them  joinea  General  Dias  after  his  escape  from  prison. 
The  brave  sons  of  this  State  will  soon  have  occasion  to  lend  important  aid  to  the  national 
cause,  as  the  port  of  Acapulco  has  been  held  since  September  by  500  men,  under  Montenegro, 
protected  by  the  French  fleet  When  our  garrison  evacuated  the  town,  most  of  the  inmib- 
itants  left  with  them,  and  remained  in  the  neighborhood,  to  prevent  the  entry  of  provisions 
for  the  enemy*s  use,  as  well  as  to  harass  them  if  they  ventured  outside.  They  can  only  f^et 
provisions  now  by  sea.  Many  of  the  garrison  are  sick,  and  not  a  man  can  venture  bey<md 
the  town  without  running  the  risk  of  capture.  They  would  have  been  attacked  and  de- 
stroyed long  ago  but  for  the  French  vessels  which  protect  them.  They  have  lately  received 
re-enforcements  under  a  certain  Torres,  and,  it  is  said,  500  more  are  coming  from  Mazatlan. 
For  all  this  their  position  is  not  much  better ;  for,  if  they  confine  themselves  to  the  port, 
disease  and  hunger  will  destroy  them ;  and  if  they  venture  into  the  interior,  the  obstacles 
and  difficulties  they  meet  with  will  be  insuperable  in  a  defensive  warfare. 

General  f^scobeoo  having  determined  upon  a  new  campaign  in  the  frontier  States,  marched 
upon  Matamoras  with  all  me  troops  he  could  raise  mTamaulipas,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  Coahuila. 
The  first  cavalry  brigade  was  lefl  to  guard  Monterey. 

On  the  22d  of  October  the  northern  army  corps  camped  at  Alvino  Pena,  within  cannon- 
shot  of  the  town.  General  Escobedo  sent  Colonel  Sostenes  Rocha  to  demand  a  surrender  of 
the  plf&ce.  As  it  was  refused,  trenches  were  made  by  the  republicans  and  batteries  erected 
preparatory  to  an  assault. 

Tomas  Mejia  finding  some  confederate  officers  among  Maximilian's  troops,  had  them  sliot, 
because  he  had  been  informed  that  they  intended  to  surrender  the  place  to  Escobedo,  if  they 
found  an  opportunity. 

On  the  24th  orders  were  issued  for  the  attack  next  day.  General  Hinojosa  was  placed  on 
the  ri^ht,  General  Cortinas  on  the  lefl,  and  a  feint  was  to  be  made  in  the  centre  to  divert 
attention.  At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  a  north  wind  and  hard  rain  came  on  and 
continued  until  5.  As  the  weather  prevented  an  attack,  the  troops  stationed  on  the  flanks 
fell  back.  At  half  past  four  the  signal  for  attack  was  given,  but,  as  it  could  not  be  simul- 
taneous, it  failed,  though  commenced  with  vigor.  Hinojosa  advanced  first  and  penetrated 
the  city  to  Independence  square.  The  enemy  was  repulsed ;  but,  being  re-enforced  from  the 
forts,  and  supported  by  the  steamer  Antonia  that  came  up  the  river  and  took  our  forces  in  the 
rear,  we  had  to  retreat  to  our  original  position.  Creneral  Hinojosa  and  Colonel  Adolfo  Gkirza 
were  badly  wounded  in  the  engagement.  At  that  moment  the  left  wing  came  in  with  boldness. 
General  Cortinas  took  one  fort  and  disabled  another ;  but  the  enemy's  reserve  being  firee, 
fell  upon  their  new  assailants  and  drove  them  back.     They  withdrew  in  good  order. 

Thus  an  affair  that  would  have  been  of  signal  importance  was  frustrated  bv  accident.  If 
the  attack  had  been  simultaneous  instead  of  partial,  the  republicans  would  have  been  victorious. 

Mejia  then  sent  out  his  cavahry  three  consecutive  times  to  attack  our  centre,  and  was 
driven  back  each  time. 

There  was  no  formal  attack  made  afterwards.  Rain  and  wind  continued  without  inter- 
ruption. Skirmishes  were  lively  everv  day.  On  the  7th  Canales  attacked  a  steamer  bringing 
some  French  marines  to  aid,  wounded  a  few  men,  but  the  steamer  passed. 

Hard  weather,  want  of  munitions,  and  the  news  of  the  evacuation  of  Monterey  by  the 
French  caused  us  to  raise  the  siege  of  Matamoras,  after  vainly  endeavoring  to  provoke  Mejia 
to  battle  in  the  open  field.  Cortinas  remuned  guarding  the  post  while  Escobedo  mardbied 
towards  Monterey,  on  the  14th  of  November,  with  the  Naranjo  origade ;  the  rest  of  the  troops 
went  into  quarters. 

The  reason  whv  Matamoras  was  not  taken  having  been  explained,  it  is  evident  that  natu- 
ral forces,  over  which  we  had  no  control,  prevented  its  fall. 

The  imperialists,  with  their  usual  mendacity,  misrepresented  this  attack ;  they  called  it  a 
defeat ;  did  not  give  the  correct  list  of  losses,  and  represented  the  republicans  as  annihilated. 
If  that  had  been  the  case,  why  did  not  Mejia  come  out  and  give  chase  to  the  fugitiTesT 
Even  after  Cortinas  was  left  alone  in  front  of  the  town,  the  interventionists  did  not  dare  to 
attack  him. 

During  the  siege,  the  American  soldiers  in  Brownsville  continued  to  applaud  the  besiegers. 
The  traitors  and  French  asserted  that  they  furnished  ammunition  to  the  Mexicans.  This 
was  the  cause  of  a  warm  correspondence  between  the  French  marine  Clouet,  Thomas  Mejia, 
and  the  American  General  Weitzel,  in  which  the  last  completely  disproves  his  infraction  of 
neutrality,  but  does  not  conceal  his  sympathy,  and  that  of  his  men,  for  the  cause  of  the 
Mexican  republic.  Weitzel  sent  Clouet  an  insolent  note,  and  would  have  nothing  more  to 
do  with  the  presumptuous  marine.  ^-^  r 
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The  evideni  preference  of  the  American  army,  and  all  the  people,  for  onr  canse,  makes  it 
hard  for  them  to  conceal  their  expressions ;  and  if  the  French  troops  do  not  withdraw  from 
oar  soil  this  feeling  will  certainly  bring  about  a  conflict  between  France  and  the  United 
States.  General  Encobedo,  still  designing  to  occupy  Monterey,  left  Cadereyta  Jimenez  the 
22d  of  November  with  the  first  and  second  New  Leon  brigades  and  two  squadrons  of  Coahuila 
Tifles,  and  stopped  for  the  night  at  Guadalupe,  one  league  from  the  said  capital.  It  was 
known  to  Tinajero  and  Quiroga,  in  defence  of  the  capital,  that  Rnporto  Martinez  had  three 
hundred  men  for  the  republicans ;  so  they  determined  to  attack  us  before  that  aid  could  come 
np.  The  attack  was  made  on  the  '23d,  and  we  stood  it  bravely.  Then  we  attacked  them, 
with  Colonel  Treviffos's  cavalry  in  ihe  flank  and  rear  and  the  rest  of  our  forces  in  front, 
iod  rooted  them  completely,  taking  many  pris(mers,  and  arms  and  ammunition  of  all  sorts. 

The  expected  re-enforcements  arriving  the  next  day,  the  24th,  it  was  decided  to  storm  the 
town.  Three  columns  were  arranged  under  Colonels  Rocha  and  Naranjo,  with  commander 
Mtftiness.  The  attack  was  made  so  boldly  the  single  forts  soon  fell  into  our  hands,  the 
gamson  was  dispersed,  and  the  fugitives  took  refuge  in  the  citadel  and  Obispo  fort.  The 
eoemj's  loss  was  great. 

As  soon  as  oar  movements  were  known,  Commander  La  Hayrie  of  Saltillo,  and  Jeannrn- 
rros,  just  made  general,  who  was  going  to  Monclova,  offered  assistance  to  the  besieged.  La 
Hsyrie,  being  the  nearest,  arrived  first,  reaching  Monterey  bv  forced  marches  on  the  morning 
of  the  *<25th.  He  marched  straight  into  the  city  and  attacked  us  boldly ;  but  the  republican 
infimtiy  compelled  him  to  retreat.  Colonel  Rocha  charged  them  with  his  cavalry,  and  drove 
tbem  quite  out  of  the  city,  with  the  loss  of  many  killed  and  wounded. 

When  General  Escobedo  was  about  to  attack  the  French  and  traitors  that  had  hid  in  the 
citadel  and  Obispo  fort,  he  heard  that  Jeanningros  was  at  San  Francisco,  only  a  league  and 
ft  half  from  Monterey.  As  he  had  not  enough  forces  to  hold  the  place,  he  left  it,  in  good 
ofder,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  25tb. 

We  had  gone  but  four  leagues  when  the  French  cavalry  overtook  us,  harassing  our  rear ; 
but  we  soon  turned  and  drove  them  back.  They  returned  to  Monterey  that  night.  Our 
troops  Continued  their  march  unmolested  to  Caniargo,  where  they  intended  to  rest  for  a  new 
campaign. 

Jeanningros's  sudden  arrival  at  Monterey  annulled  the  good  effect  of  our  three  successive 
Tietories  on  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  November. 

Our  repulse  of  Quiroga  and  Tinajero,  in  their  first  attack,  was  very  commendable ;  and 
oar  sobsequent  assault  and  temporary  capture  of  the  city  was  a  still  more  deserving  feat.  The 
coouBander  said  in  his  report  of  the  affair:  **  With  plenty  of  such  soldiers,  we  would  soon 
leethe  independence  and  liberty  of  our  dear  country  secured." 

The  iuterventionists  distorted  the  events  of  Monterey  as  much  as  possible,  according  to  their 
inveterate  custom  ;  and  the  defeat  of  Tinajero  and  Quiroga  at  Guadalupe  was-  changed  into 
an  imperial  victory.  The  rout  of  La  Hayrie  was  passed  over  in  utter  silence.  They  pro- 
claimed a  victory  over  the  republican  forces  when  they  attacked  our  rear-guard,  when  we  nad 
<mlT  three  wounded  and  eight  scattered.  The  only  thing  they  did  not  deny  was  the  capture 
of  Mtmterey,  in  which  prevarication  was  impossible ;  and  that  is  the  way  imperialists  write 
history .' 

In  order  to  concentrate  the  army,  Marshal  Bazaine  ordered  the  withdrawal  of  the  French 
ttathad  invaded  the  States  of  New  Leon,  Coahuila,  Chihuahua,  Sinaloa,  and  Sonora  in  the 
Booths  of  September  and  Octobef.  This  movement  was  made  simultaneously,  and  was 
iooQ  known  by  us.  Jeanningros  left  Monterey  and  Saltillo  for  San  Luis ;  General  Brin- 
coort  abandoned  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  followed  by  all  the  traitors  that  had  joined  his 
Ptttf .  This  was  a  good  lesson  to  those  who  had  changed  their  principles  so  suddenly ;  they 
vers  suddenly  abandoned  by  their  new  friends,  the  invaders.  The  French  left  every  part  of 
Sinaloa,  except  the  port  of  Mazatlan,  and  the  garrison  soon  began  to  desert  that  place  too. 
And  finally  all  the  foreign  troops  in  Sonora  left  Ures  and  Hermosillo,  and  concentrated  in 
Gnaymas,  which  place  Colonel  Gamier  soon  left  for  Mazatlan. 

Before  the  evacuation  of  Sonora  a  very  lamentable  accident  occurred.  Creneral  Resales* 
who  was  compelled  to  quit  Alamos,  returned  in  August  to  attack  the  imperialists  garrisoned 
there.  This  he  did  with  bis  accustomed  courage,  but  was  beaten  back  with  considerable  loss* 
and  perished  in  the  fight.  Such  was  the  lamentable  but  glorious  end  of  the  victor  at  San 
Pedro.    Long  will  the  country  remember  his  deeds. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Chihuahua,  the  President  determined  to  return  to  the  capital  of 
that  State,  Before  he  leA  El  Paso  he  ordered  a  town  to  be  laid  out  at  Presidio  del  Norte,  and 
BAnied  it  Ojinaga,  after  the  gallant  general  of  that  name  who  perished  in  defence  of  the 
li^t&mal  cause.  He  issued  a  circular,  ordering  all  generals,  chiefs,  and  officers  who  had  left 
^  republic  without  express  leave  from  the  government,  or  those  who  had  overstaid  their 
^▼e,  to  be  imprisoned  as  soon  as  they  returned  and  tried  for  the  offence.         *  * 

Two  days  before  the  government  left  this  place  it  was  honored  by  a  ball  given  by  the 
American  officers  in  Fort  Bliss,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  sympathy  and  esteem,  whicn  had 
heen  shown  before  on  several  occasions. 

^V^henthe  government  returned  to  Chihuahua  the  new  governor  and  military  commander 
^^as  in  power.  When  the  French  left  they  appointed  Felix  Macevra  as  governor,  upon  the 
lecommendatiou  of  the  principal  citizens.    Then  Colonel  Jos6  Merino,  political  chief  and 
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miUtaiy  commaader  of  tlie  eastern  frontier  of  the  State,  making  use  of  the  power  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  goyemment,  made  Luis  Terrazas  political  chief  and  militarj  commander  of 
the  capital,  and  he  immediately  astmmed  the  position,  and  he  was  soon  confirmed  in  it  by  the 
State  government.  There  was  this  singular  coincidence  with  Terrazas :  he  had  been  made 
political  prefect  of  the  department  by  General  Brinconrt,  when  the  French  had  possession, 
and  confirmed  by  Maximilian.  Both  appointments  were  undoubtedly  made  on  account  of 
bis  popularity.  Maximilian  did  not  know  him,  but  presumed  he  would  lend  himself  to  the 
cause  of  intenrention.  He  was  much  mistaken.  Mr.  Terrazas's  loyal  and  patriotic  conduct 
will  be  honored  in  all  time  to  come. 

The  President  left  £1  Paso  on  the  13th  of  November,  and  arrived  in  Chihuahua  on  the 
20th.  An  account  of  his  reception  there  was  published  in  a  supplement  to  the  official  paper 
on  the  21st.    It  is  a  faithful  and  exact  report  of  the  memorable  celebration.         *         * 

The  government  had  hardly  got  to  Chihuahua  when  it  was  rumored  that  the  French  had 
returned  to  the  State.  At  first  the  strange  report  was  hard  to  believe,  for  it  could  not  be 
imagined  why  the  enemy  should  come  back  and  repossess  the  same  places  they  had  just  left 
But  it  was  a  serious  fact,  and  the  invading  forces  rapidly  approached  the  capital.  They  were 
not  far  off,  when  the  government  resolved  to  return  to  El  Paso  a  second  time. 

To  judge  from  reports,  the  advance  movement  of  the  enemy  was  general,  just  as  the  re- 
treat bad  been  a  few  months  before.  In  fact,  Jeanningros  came  back  from  San  Luis  to  Mon- 
clova  about  that  time,  driving  out  Andres  S.  Yiezca,  governor  and  military  commander  ot 
the  State  of  Coahuila  de  Zaragoza,  and  following  him  almost  to  Piedras  Negras.  We  do  not 
know  if  the  same  happened  in  Sinaloa  and  Sonora,  but  we  presume  it  did,  as  that  was  Mar- 
shal Bazaine*s  general  plan. 

Generals  Bubi  and  Corona  hav^  their  forces  united  in  Sinaloa  to  oppose  the  enemy.  They 
have  possession  of  the  entire  State,  except  the  port  of  Mazatlan,  ana  they  were  approaching 
to  take  that.  They  are  prepared  for  eveiy  emergency.  As  to  Sonora,  although  Gandara 
bad  induced  many  of  the  semi-savages  of  the  State  to  adhere  to  intervention,  it  is  most 
probable  he  has  been  whipped  by  General  Martinez  and  Colonel  Correa,  who  went  with  a 
republican  force  to  meet  him.  These  chiefs,  in  union  with  General  Garcia  Morales,  at  any 
rate,  will  keep  alive  the  flames  of  insurrection. 

The  President  of  the  republic  reached  this  city  on  the  18th  instant.  At  the  distance  of 
two  leagues  from  town  he  was  received  by  the  local  authorities,  the  principal  citizens,  and 
many  country  people.  A  band  of  music  met  him  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  and  accom- 
panied him  with  crowds  to  the  house  prepared  for  his  place  of  residence.  The  people  ap- 
plauded him  as  be  advanced,  and  the  firing  of  guns,  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  salvos  of 
artillery  expressed  the  public  rejoicing.  The  houses  of  the  principal  streets  were  hung  with 
curtains  and  flags.  There  was  a  banquet  spread  in  the  building  prepared  for  the  President, 
and  it  was  attended  by  the  local  functionaries  and  many  distinguished  persons,  some  of 
whom  carried  their  amiability  so  far  as  to  wait  on  the  table  themselves.  Many  ladies  called 
on  the  chief  of  the  nation  the  next  day,  and  he  seemed  delighted  with  the  demonstration  of 
preference  thus  displayed. 

General  Ignado  Mejia  was  appointed 'minister  of  war  on  the  25th.  The  good  services  he 
has  rendered  his  country  on  various  occasions  make  him  worthy  of  the  position.  He  was 
one  of  the  chief  defenders  of  the  national  cause  on  the  memorable  5th  of  May,  1862,  and  at 
the  siege  of  Puebla,  in  the  following  year,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  France. 
He  has  remained  steadfast  in  his  cause,  and  rejected  indignantly  all  proposals  of  submission 
to  the  interventionist  government.  Now  he  has  returned  nome  he  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  devote  himself  anew  to  the  service  of  his  country,  as  he  is  now  doing  in  the  high  position 
to  which  he  has  been  deservedly  called  by  the  conndence  of  the  President  of  the  republic 

A  few  days  after  the  establishment  of  the  government  in  this  city  a  report  was  circulated 
that  the  enemy  firom  Chihuahua  intended  to  attack  us.  This  seemed  very  probable,  as  the 
invaders  are  doing  all  they  can  to  drive  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation  from  Mexican 
territory.  But  it  seems  they  are  not  in  a  condition  to  undertake  new  excursions,  as  the  troops 
at  the  capital  are  not  sufficient  to  garrison  that  place  and  fiimish  an  expedition  against  this 
at  the  same  time.  It  is  even  reported  they  are  so  weak  they  are  afraid  of  an  attack  from  us, 
and  are  digging  trenches  and  erecting  fortifications  for  defence. 

In  case  of  an  attack  upon  us,  we  will  be  well  prepared  for  it.  Due  preparations  for  defence 
are  making  around  us,  and  both  the  state  and  general  governments  are  collecting  all  the 
elements  of  war  for  the  occasion.  In  case  of  the  enemy's  advance  he  will  most  probably  meet 
with  an  unexpected  resistance,  capable  of  frustrating  his  plans ;  and  even  ifit  should  not 
be  so,  be  will  scarcely  succeed  in  driving  the  President  from  the  national  territory. 

All  this  will  not  put  an  end  to  the  war  that  has  already  lasted  four  years ;  nothing  less  tJban 
an  abandonment  or  invasion  will  do  it.  The  national  cause  is  certainly  in  a  better  condition 
to-day  than  it  was  at  the  close  of  1864.  Great  advances  have  been  made  against  interv^s- 
tion  In  Europe,  in  the  United  States,  and  in  our  own  republic,  of  late  years,  and  we  have 
taken  care  to  note  them  down  in  the  series  of  our  reviews.  The  very  probable  withdrawal 
of  the  French  troops ;  the  end  of  the  civil  war  in  the  neighboring  nation,  and  its  firm  posi- 
tion on  the  Monroe  doctrine ;  Maximilian's  want  of  pecuniary  means,  and  the  impossibility 
of  obtaining  them  by  loans ;  the  disorder  of  everything  in  the  empire,  and  the  determination 
in  the  country  to  resist  foreign  dominion — these  are  the  marked  advantages  that  have  been 
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mined  within  tbe  last  twelve  months.    Many  anticipated  advantages  have  been  realized  in 
T@65.    We  have  good  reason  now  to  hope  that  French  intervention  will  soon  come  to  a  close, 
and  leave  the  Mexican  republic  to  re-establish  its  former  independencei  and  restore  its  liberal 
insdtations  before  the  end  of  the  year  of  1866. 
Paso  del  Norte,  December  31,  1865. 

ANTONIO  DE  CASTRO  Y  CARRILLO. 


Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mbxican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  March  20,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  bonor  to  enclose  you  some  extracts  from  the 
MoDiteiir  Universe],  of  Paris,  containing  that  portion  of  deputy  Glais-Bizoin's 
speech  in  the  French  legislature  on  the  )^7th  of  Febmary  last,  during  the  de- 
bate on  the  discourse  from  the  throne  in  relation  to  Mexican  affairs.  I  also 
enclose  with  this  note  the  brief  discussion  of  the  same  subject  in  the  house,  on 
the  2d  instant,  when  Mr.  Rouher's  (the  minister  of  state)  proposal  in  r^ard  to 
the  Mexican  expedition  was  adopted,  and  the  debate  upon  it  reserved  for  a  future 
occasion,  against  the  protests  of  the  opposition.  The  pretext  alleged  by  Mr. 
Rouher  to  avoid  debate  on  Mexican  affairs  was,  that  certain  communications  to 
the  so-called  government  of  Maximilian  had  not  been  answered  yet,  and,  of  course, 
no  report  could  be  made  to  the  house  concerning  them.  Thus,  instead  of  post- 
poning  the  discussion  of  the  paragraph,  the  controlling  influence  of  the  imperial 
goTeniment  caused  the  vote  to  be  taken,  and  the  proposal  was  adopted. 

I  refrain  from  comment  on  this  strange  proceeding,  because  I  think  it  unne- 
eessaiy. 

I  profit  by  the  opportunity  to  repeat  to  yofc,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  KOMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4v.>  4^.>  ^* 


[Prom  the  Monitoor  Uniyersel,  Paris,  January  28,  1886.— Translation.] 

Kr.  Olais-Bizoin,  having  secured  the  floor,  rises  and  says : 

Gestlemen  :  The  decree  of  the  24th  of  November  has  granted  ns  the  right—for  we  are 
DOW  liring  in  the  reign  of  grants,  like  the  restoration,  a  reign  very  unlike  the  noble  and 
Kcnenms  American  system,  tnat  leaves  the  people  to  enjoy  their  rights  and  the  President  to 
«>  ^ood  or  evil  for  four  years — I  say  this  decree  has  granted  us  the  right  to  express  our 
Kotiments  concerning  the  management  of  affairs  to  the  chief  power,  to  show  him  our  wishes 
utd  the  necessities  of  the  country ;  and  it  is  now  our  duty  to  speak  truth  where  flattery  has 
prentted. 

To  tccomplisb  this — and  here  I  agree  with  Mr.  Pamard,  and  it  is  perhaps  the  only  thing 
ie  which  we  agree  [laughter]— eloquence  is  not  necessary;  but  we  must  have  that  holy 
^  of  liberty,  dearer  to  us  tnan  life  itself,  and  without  which  we  would  consent  to  thai 
AorsI  decay  in  which  our  country  is  kept,  when  it  should  be  the  leader  in  progress— [mur- 
Bon  and  exdamalaons  in  different  directions.] 

OlAHiKR  DE  Cassagnac.  This  is  too  bad !    We  will  not  stand  such  abuse ! 

Prwident  Walewski.  Mr.  Glais-Bizoin,  I  shall  have  to  call  you  to  order  if  you  go  on  so. 
I  hope  you  will  consider  my  advice.     [Good !  good !  ] 

Guis-BfZoiH.  Much  obliged  to  yon,  Mr.  President.  I  was  going  to  say,  when  it  should 
^  the  leader  in  progress  and  emancipation. 

Whatever  strength  this  sentiment  gives  me,  I  am  embarrassed  by  the  multiplicity  of  ques- 
'ioQs  nggested  by  the  discourse  from  the  Crown.  These  questions  are  confused  by  a  Fault 
hi  the  eonstitution  that  denies  us  the  right  of  introducinfip  a  bill,  and  the  power  of  distributing 
^Jwriness  equally  Uirough  the  session,  and  discussing  the  plans  and  projects,  as  was 
wnneriy  done,  and  is  still  practiced  in  all  representative  parliamentary  governments. 

Bat  we  are  compelled  to  accept  the  situation,  whatever  it  may  be,  and  to  make  the  best  of 
a  or  the  wont  of  it.    [Smiles  in  parts  of  the  house.  ] 
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These  qoestions  may  be  raDged  into  two  categories:  accidental  questions,  sncb  as  of 
finances  and  foreign  affairs,  ana  qaefftions  of  a  permanent  interest,  touching  onr  liberties, 
which  cannot  be  solved  withoat  implicating  the  constitution.    Let  us  consider  the  first. 

The  author  of  the  Crown  speech  glances  over  the  political  globe,  wherever  French  arms 
are  engaged,  and  with  the  satisfaction  of  the  God  that  speaks  in  the  book  of  Genesis,  sajs: 
**Beholfl  my  work  is  very  good!" 

Belmontet.  He  is  right. 

GlaisBizoin.  What  does  Mr.  Belmontet  say? 

Belmontet.  I  say  he  is  right,  the  Emperor  Napoleon.    [Approring  laugh.] 

Glats-Bizoin.  But  he  turns  away  from  Poland,  once  the  object  of  nis  solicitude,  where 
e  death-like  silence  reigns. 

On  beholding  onr  former  friend  and  ally  in  the  north  devoured  by  the  double-headed  eagles 
of  Prussia  and  Austria,  he  is  pleased  and  grieved.  Can  the  minister  of  state  explain  these 
contradictory  emotions  ? 

At  Rome,  in  Italy,  the  work  is  good.  The  convention  of  the  fifteenth  of  September  will 
be  enforced. 

Gentlemen,  we  are  about  to  quit  Rome,  where  we  went  to  save  the  Pope,  and  robbed  him 
of  two-thirds  of  his  domain,  just  lessening  his  worldly  cares  by  two-thirds.  [Laughter  and 
applause.] 

We  quit  Rome  with  the  hate  of  the  ultra-clerical  party  that  called  us,  and  the  hate  of 
Romans  who  never  saw  armed  foreigners  before  within  their  walls,  and  I  thank  them  for  it. 
We  quit  Rome,  hated  by  the  republican  party,  because  France  put  it  down.  And,  finally, 
we  quit  Rome  after  spending  more  than  four  hundred  millions  there,  the  abundant  fruits  of 
that  expedition. 

We  went  to  Cochin  China  to  please  the  ultra-clerical  party,  and  now  we  are  obliged  to  stay 
there.    Algeria  is  the  only  place  where  we  are  not  progressing. 

The  author  of  the  Crown  speech  [interrupted  by  several  members :  Why  donH  you  say  the 
Emperor?]  glancing  towards  Mexico,  says  again:  ** Behold, mv  work  is  very  good!  there 
is  a  government  made  by  the  will  of  the  people,*'  and  let  me  add,  by  40,000  Frencn  bayonets. 
[Sundry  exclamations.  ]    Gentlemen,  that  is  so. 

President  Walewski.  Mr.  Glais-Bisoin,  I  call  you  to  order ;  not  by  40,000  bayonets, 
but  by  the  will  of  all  the  French  people. 

GuEROULT.  Does  the  gentleman  mean  Mexico? 

Jules  Favre.  He  is  called  to  order  on  the  emperor  Maximilian's  account. 

Glais-Bizoin.  I  think  there  is  a  mistake,  Mr.  President,  a  misunderstanding  on  your 
part,  and  I  would  like  to  proceed  with  lAy  speech. 

President  Walewski.  We  do  not  hear  you ;  speak  louder,  and  ther^  will  be  no  mistake. 

Glais-Bizoin.  I  thought  so,  Mr.  President.  What  I  stated  was  a  fact.  I  was  saying 
that  the  Emperor,  in  speaking  of  the  government  founded  by  the  people 

Magnin.  In  Mexico? 

Glais-Bizoin.  Yes.  in  Mexico. 

Several  Voices.  Why  didn't  you  say  so,  then? 

Glais-Btzoin.  I  began  the  sentence  by  saying:  Glancing  towards  Mexico 

Several  Members.  We  did  not  hear  that  part. 

PicciONi.  As  there  was  a  mistake,  I  hope  the  call  to  order  will  not  appear  in  the  reporL 

Glais-Bizoin.  They  say  that  order  reigns  in  Mexico.  Tes,  order  Is  maintained  by  Belgian 
and  Austrian  troops,  paid  with  money  taken  from  the  purses  of  our  tax-payers ;  maintained 
by  Turcos,  who  give  no  quarter;  so  the  Moniteur  says — ^horrid  thought! — [murmurs;] 
maintained  by  our  brave  soldiers,  that  an  abominable  decree  has  converted  into  butchers 
for  Maximilian.  Ah,  I  thank  Marshal  Bazaine  for  lefusing  to  execute  the  decree,  and  thus 
saving  our  flag  from  a  stain  that  could  never  have  been  washed  out 

They  say  the  Mexican  government  is  becoming  strong.  That  expression  may  quiet  the 
official  world,  but  it  will  not  satisfy  the  anxiety  oAhe  business  world  and  those  sound  minds 
who  compare  this  expedition  with  the  Spanish  war,  one  of  the  causes  of  the  fall  of  the  first 
empire.  [Oh!  oh!]  Gentlemen,  you  all  know  the  history  of  the  first  empire.  The  war 
witn  Spain  was  called  memorable  by  a  senate  that  did  not  bury  all  cowardice.    [Noise.] 

History  will  have  a  hard  page  for  this  expedition.  It  will  tell  how  foolish  it  was,  and 
show  the  diplomatic  duplicity  that  caused  it.  To  see  this  we  have  only  to  refer  to  the  diplo- 
matic correspondence  of  1859  between  the  French  and  Spanish  governments,  and  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  despatch  of  the  minister  of  foreign  afiairs  in  1861  to  Count  Flahaut,  our 
ambassador  to  England,  in  which  the  Maximilian  affair  is  discussed.  You  must  next  read 
the  tripartite  convention  to  satisfy  claims  on  Mexico.  See  Article  2,  where  it  says  the  high 
contracting  parties  bind  themselves  not  to  exert  any  influence  upon  the  internal  afiairs  of  £e 
Mexican  government. 

The  allies  had  no  sooner  appeared  at  Vera  Cruz  than  the  Mexican  government  called  for 
quarter,  and  the  treaty  of  Soledad  was  concluded,  Mexico  granting  all  claims  demanded. 
But  the  French  government  refused  to  honor  the  signature  of  her  representative,  one  of  the 
most  noted  personages  in  our  country.  [Interruptions.]  Do  you  deny  it  1  He  was  made 
senator. 

Minister  of  State.  Ton  are  mistaken ;  you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  facts. 

__., — Ogle 
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Glais-Bizoik.  Oar  aUies  left  ns,  because  tbey  did  not  wish  to  destroy  a  government  after 
ther  had  promised  to  respect  it,  and  place  an  Austrian  prince  upon  the  throne. 

General  Prim's  remarkable  letter  foretold  what  has  happened.  [Ironical  exclamations.] 
Tour  disturbance  shows  you  hare  not  read  that  letter,  for  it  predicted  our  present  difficulties. 

A  Member.  We  are  in  no  present  difficulties. 

Glais-Bizoin.  Our  allies,  I  say,  left  us,  because  they  would  not  violate  a  solemn  promise 
not  to  interfere  with  the  internal  government  of  Mexico,  and  would  not  join  France  in  ex- 
acting reimbursement  of  worthless  credits  of  a  banker  whose  name  has  become  famous. 

A  MEMBFJt.  They  did  not  want  to  share  in  our  glory. 

Glais-Bizoin.  General  Lorencez  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  the  army  was  constantly 
increased  by  the  accession  of  those  Almonte  and  Ramirez  traitors. 

Baron  Benoist.  Yon  are  aiding  our  enemies ;  you  are  firing  upon  our  flag. 

Glais-Bizoin.  Those  traitors  who  are  not  ashamed  of  the  infamy  that  hanes  to  those  who 
torn  against  their  country  or  join  its  enemies.  When  we  are  stopped  at  Puebla,  the  cry  is : 
*'Tbe  honor  of  France  is  at  stake !"  Then  General  Bazaine,  now  marshal,  with  40,000 
men,  invades  Mexico ;  a  few  towns  are  taken,  and  a  vote  is  polled,  when,  lo !  the  name  of 
Haximilian  comes  out  of  the  urn ;  and  against  this  unrighteous  election  the  Mexicans  have 
been  protesting,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  for  three  Ion?  years,  and  with  an  earnestness  I 
ibonld  like  to  have  seen  in  those  men  who  were  called  tne'brigands  of  the  Loire  in  1814. 

Yes,  the  Mexicans  are  protesting  against  that  sham  election,  and  they  are  joined  in  their 
protest  by  that  great  nation  called  the  United  States.  Whil^  acknowledging  our  right  to 
make  war  to  obtain  due  satisfaction,  the  government  at  Washington  reminds  us  of  the  con- 
Tention,  and  says,  **  We  allow  that [loud  exclamations.] 

Baron  Bekoist.  We  don't  want  the  consent  of  the  United  States.  We  don*t  intend  to 
cringe  to  them. 

Glais-Bizoin.  The  United  States  says  to  us,  **  We  confess  your  right  to  demand  satis- 
fection ;  but,  as  you  would  not  be  pleased  to  see  us  set  up  a  republic  on  your  borders,  we 
ue  not  pleased  to  see  you  set  up  a  monarchy  on  ours,  and  compel  us  to  keep  a  standing 
anny.  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions.'*  Nothing  is  more  sorrowful  than  the  last 
despatches  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affiiirs,  who  tries  to  destroy  the  effect  of  the  imperial 
letter  bv  resorting  to  all  the  cunning  of  diplomatic  language,  and  to  prove  that  we  have  not 
▼ioiated  article  two  of  the  London  convention,  and  that  it  Is  not  the  intention  of  France  to 
keep  Maximilian  on  his  throne  by  force.     But  how  are  we  to  get  out  of  the  scrape  7    If  we 

W  a  parliamentary  government  the  issue  would  be  very  easy f  disturbance  in  different 

places.] 

Baeok  Bemoist.  In  that  case  we  would  make  peace  at  all  cost ! 

Qlais-Biz4iin.  If  a  ministry  had  advised  that  expedition,  it  would  have  been  put  down 
long  aeo  by  the  indignation  of  the  house  and  the  people.  [Pshaw!  hush  up!]  They 
wonld  have  said  to  the  government,  **  You  have  engaged  France  in  the  affair ;  now  with- 
draw her  and  substitute  your  false  pride  and  your  false  honor."     [Noisy  exclamations.] 

Bnt  bow  are  you  to  get  out  of  it  now  ?  It  is  not  my  business  ;  it  is  yours.  [Ah !  ah !  ] 
Bat  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  the  expedition  as  a  blessing  of  Providence,  whatever  may 
be  its  consequences— war  or  peace — provided  it  serves  as  a  warning  lesson  to  my  country, 
that  has  so  soon  forgotten  the  causes  of  ruin  to  the  first  empire — the  result  of  a  personal  govern- 
ment; and  if  it  wiU  only  remember  in  future  that  the  greatest  danger  to  a  nation  is  to  trust 
iti  destiny  to  the  will  of  a  single  individual.    [Exclamations.  ] 

Belmontrl.  All  France  protests ! 

President  Walbwskl  You  must  perceive,  Mr.  Glais-Bizoin,  that  you  wound  the  feelings 
of  the  bouse. 

Maxt  Voices.  Yon  are  right;  that  is  so. 

JtLES  Fatre.  We  did  not  meet  here  to  compliment  each  other. 


[From  the  Moniteur  Universel,  Paris,  March  3,  1866.— Translation.  ] 

legislative  chambers,  session  of  Friday,  March  2,  1866,  Count  Walewski  presiding. 

Piment  Walewski.  I  will  read  paragraph  3  of  the  address : 

"Our  Mexican  expedition  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  country  is  pleased  with  the  pros- 
pact  Forced  to  undertake  the  expedition  for  the  protection  of  our  citizens  affainst  violence, 
nd  to  demand  satisfaction  for  real  injuries,  our  soldiers  and  sailors  have  gallantly  achieved 
tbe  task.  Your  Majesty  trusted  to  their  devotion.  This  expedition  is  another  proof  of  the 
povff  of  France  in  custant  countries.  The  people  of  the  United  States,  who  have  long  known 
the  leyilty  of  our  policy,  and  have  always  had  our  sympathy,  ouffht  not  to  be  offended  at 
tbe  appearance  of  our  troops  on  Mexican  soil.  To  recall  them  at  Uie  instance  of  the  United 
States  would  be  to  yield  our  rights  and  tarnish  our  honor.  Yoo,  sire,  have  the  care  of  them, 
ud  the  legislative  assembly  knows  you  will  preserve  them  with  a  solicitude  worthy  of  France 
aad  of  your  name." 
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The  minister  of  state  takes  the  floor: 

RouUER.  The  Mexican  question  is  seen  from  tvro  points  of  view — from  France  and  the 
United  States,  and  from  France  and  Mexico,  and  they  cannot  be  separated ;  if  they  conld, 
then  the  Mexico-United  States  question  could  be  easily  discussed.  All  the  despatches  re- 
lating to  it  have  been  published,  and  everythinf?  is  known ;  the  house  can  soon  form  its 
opimon.  As  regards  Mexico  especially,  the  French  goyemment  has  sent  communications  to 
the  government  of  Maximilian ;  but  the  great  distance  has  not  yet  permitted  a  reply.  For 
that  reason  I  mentioned  in  the  pamphlet  or  diplomatic  despatches  distributed  to  the  assembly 
that  the  Mexican  correspondence  would  be  published  hereafter.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  thm 
io  dwell  on  the  impossibility  of  publishing  despatches  that  haye  not  yet  been  receiyed.   [Good.  ] 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  goyemmeni  then  that  the  house  do  not  take  up  the  Mexican  question 
at  present ;  it  will  naturally  come  up  in  the  course  of  the  session.  The  goyemment  is  is 
anxious  as  the  house  or  the  people  are  to  take  it  up,  but  it  wishes  it  to  be  done  thoroagUy 
and  at  a  proper  time.  That  time  has  not  yet  come,  and  I  think  the  house  will  agree  wim 
me  when  I  ask  that  the  paragraph  be  adopted  without  debate. 

Many  Voices.  Yes,  yes !    Put  it  to  the  yote. 

PiCARD.  I  ask  permission  to  make  a  few  remarks. 

President  Walkwski.  Mr.  Picard  has  the  floor. 

Ernest  Picard.  As  the  interest  of  the  country  is  concerned  in  this  question,  I  will  con- 
eent  to  the  postponement  of  its  discussion,  and  I  hope  the  house  will  approye  of  it. 

Perhaps  the  minister  of  state  will  think  proper  to  fix  a  day  for  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion as  soon  as  the  Mexican  correspondence  shall  be  receiyed,  before  the  debate  on  the  i^h 
propriatious.     [Noise  in  seyeral  parts  of  the  house.] 

Belmontbt.  The  question  may  come  up  when  tne  contingfent  expenses  are  discussed. 

Ernest  Picard.  We  presented  an  amendment ;  another  was  offered  by  the  minority. 

President  Walewski.  It  has  been  withdrawn. 

Ernest  Picard.  Our  amendment  is  in  order ;  we  maintain  it,  but  are  willing  to  defer 
the  discussion. 

Several  Members.  It  cannot  be!    The  address  mu«»t  be  put  to  the  yote. 

President  Walewski.  I  do  not  understand  Mr.  Picard.  The  amendment  is  either  main- 
tained or  withdrawn ;  if  it  is  mahitained,  it  must  be  discussed  and  put  to  yote. 

Several  Members   This  is  right  and  logical. 

President  Walewski.  You  cannot  defer  an  amendment  to  the  address,  when  it  is  to  be 
voted  on  finally.  [That  is  evident]  You  must  do  one  of  two  things ;  either  withdraw  the 
amendment  or  let  it  be  discussed ;  take  your  choice. 

Ernest  Picard.  The  president  will  permit  me  to  say  that  he  has  not  properly  stated  the 
question.  I  do  not  think  it  becomes  the  dignity  of  the  house  to  settle  the  great  Mexican 
question  definitely,  as  the  president  proposes,  without  discussing  it.  The  paragraph  of  the 
address  therefore  ought  to  oe  expunged.  [No,  no !  ]  I  insist  that  it  be  expunged,  as  it  does 
not  express  the  voice  of  the  house ;  and  I  cannot  believe  it  will  retain  an  opinion  on  the 
most  serious  of  all  the  questions  in  the  address,  without  a  profound  discussion  of  its  nterits. 

President  Walewski.  You  mean  then  that  you  want  your  amendment  debated  T 

Ernest  Picard.  Allow  me  to  explain.  It  is  evident  that  both  the  house  and  the  govern 
inent  wish  the  address  to  express  the  truth  of  facts,  and  as  this  cannot  be  reached,  the  dis- 
cussion should  be  deferred ;  and  if  we  retained  the  paragraph  in  the  address  without  its  dis 
cussion,  we  would  not  be  understood  abroad. 

President  Walewski.  Then  you  will  vote  against  the  paragraph  7 

Ernest  Picard.  Certainly  we  will  vote  against  the  paragraph;  but  we  cannot  withdraw 
our  amendment.  And,  as  I  said  at  first,  we  will  not  insist  on  its  discussion  now  if  it  is 
against  the  interest  of  the  country,  as  tbev  tell  us. 

President  Walewskl  You  do  not  withdraw  your  amendment,  therefore  I  must  propose 
its  discussion. 

Ernest  Picard.  It  must  be  referred  to  the  committee. 

Segris.  I  ask  to  be  heard  on  the  question. 

President  Walewski.  You  may  speak. 

Segris.  I  have  but  a  single  remark  to  make.  This  question,  gentlemen,  seems  to  me  of 
the  greatest  moment.  Our  discussions  are  heard  by  all  of  Europe.  Weil,  what  is  the  present 
situation?  We  have  just  been  told  that  **the  Mexican  question  is  in  such  a  condition  that 
its  discussion  at  this  time  would  be  seriously  improper ;  that  despatches  have  been  sent,  bat 
it  is  not  known  if  they  reached  their  destination.  To  discuss  that  question  now  would  only 
cause  confusion,  and  perhaps  render  its  solution  more  difficult.  We  request,  therefore,  that 
the  discussion  be  deferred,  to  be  taken  up  at  a  later  day,  either  before  the  discussion  of  the 
budget  or  at  that  time.'*  That  is  what  the  minister  of  state  said  in  the  name  of  the  govern- 
ment. Now  I  ask  him  how  he  can  reconcile  a  proposal  so  just  and  reasonable  with  an  im- 
mediate vote  upon  a  paragraph  to  which  two  amenaments  have  been  proposed,  and  which  is 
of  such  great  importance,    if  all,  wish  the  discussion  to  be  deferred [ Interposition.] 

President  Walewski.  You  don't  wish  the  paragraph  to  be  voted  on  then  ? 

Segris.  Excuse  me,  Mr.  President.  I  would  like  an  explanation  from  the  orators  of  the 
government.  I  believe  the  minister  of  state  intended  simply  to  say:  As  this  question  can- 
not be  proper^  discussed  at  present,  it  had  better  be  postponed,  and  I  therefore  propose  its 
postponement.    Now  I  ask  you,  is  voting  on  the  paragraph  equivalent  to  postponing  it  t 
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Havt  Voices.  Refer  it  to  the  committee. 

RoUHER,  minister  of  state.  Grentlemen,  I  do  not  deny  the  impropriety  of  yotinf!^  upon  a 
question  without  previous  discussion.  It  is  the  usual  custom  in  legislative  assemblies  to  dis- 
cnas  every  question  thoroughly  before  it  is  put  to  the  vote ;  but  this  is  no  common  question, 
and  a  vote  on  the  address  will  not  prevent  a  full  discussion,  at  a  proper  time,  of  all  questions 
rel&ticg  to  Mexico. 

A  Mrmbcr.  W^  must  have  an  opinion  or  we  cannot  vote. 

President  Walewski.  No  interruption ! 

The  Minister  of  State.  In  questions  of  this  kind,  explanations  interchanged  between 
the  government  and  the  house  are  the  safeguard  and  dignity  of  eac^.  Now,  what  do  we  say 
to  &  house  7  A  debate  on  the  policy  of  toe  government  towards  Mexico,  and  on  its  recent 
proposals  to  the  government  of  tne  emperor  Maximilian,  not  yet  heard  from,  seems  to  me  to 
be  entirely  premature. 

We  ask  the  house  to  postpone  it ;  and,  to  facilitate  its  complete  development,  the  ^vem- 
meot  will  sabinit  the  despatches  since  the  last  session,  not  in  the  Yellow  Book,  to  ttte  con- 
sideration of  the  legislative  assembly. 

Bat  the  discourse  of  the  Throne  has  expressed  a  thought  that  the  expedition  was  drawing . 
to  a  dose,  and  that  thought  is  common  to  the  government  and  the  legislative  assembly  ;  in 
faet,  it  is  the  thought  of  public  opinion,  and  so  it  is  expressed  in  the  address. 

Under  these  circumstances,  where  is  the  inexpediency  of  the  expression  of  opinion  by  the 
legislative  assembly  7  As  to  its  result,  and  its  connection  with  affairs  of  the  United  States, 
let  those  questions  be  discussed  hereafter.  Leave  no  blank  at  present  in  the  address  that 
JOQ  are  going  to  preseut  to  the  Crown ;  but  let  it  be  understood  by  everybody  interested  in 
oar  debates  tnat  our  respective  sentiments  are  reserved,  and  that  the  dignity  of  no  person  is 
eompromised     [Good !  Let  the  vote  be  taken.] 

ERNKijr  PiCARD.  One  word,  if  you  please,  Mr.  President.    [The  vote.'  the  vote !] 

Buffet.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  minister  of  state  a  simple  question.  He  has  just  told 
JOQ  that  it  is  improper  to  discuss  the  Mexican  question  at  this  time,  because  all  the  docu- 
ments are  not  vet  on  hand.  Now,  I  wish  to  ask  him  if  a  collective  opinion  can  be  formed 
apon  it  in  the  house  when  it  does  come  up,  so  as  to  incorporate  it  with  the  address.  If  there 
is  any  likelihood  of  that,  then  I  have  no  objectio#to  vote  on  it  now. 

RoURGR,  minister  of  state.  The  answer  to  the  gentleman's  question  is  easy.  The  Mexican 
question  wUl  be  thoroughly  discussed  in  due  time ;  that  is,  when  the  budget  for  1866  is 
brought  up.  It  can  then  be  analyzed  and  presented  to  the  house ;  and,  as  acts  of  the  gov- 
lament  are  more  properly  investigated  at  that  time,  the  house  can  then  give  a  final  opinion. 

What  we  most  need  is  information,  truth,  and  harmony  between  the  great  powers,  and  the 
government  will  do  all  it  can  to  attain  this,  and  thereby  promote  public  interest  and  pros- 
perity.   [Good !  good  !  Let  us  take  the  vote.  ] 

Erkest  Picard.  I  hope  a  proposition  will  not  be  voted  on  till  it  is  maturely  considered. 
Thii  resolution  is  twofold.  First.  How  is  it  to  be  considered  hereafter  ?  S^nd.  It  is  a 
qoestion  that  belongs  solely  to  the  house,  and  not  to  the  minister  of  state  and  his  colleagues. 
Aceording  to  the  constitution  and  the  rules  of  the  house  there  is  but  one  time  when  we  can 
discuss  it,  and  that  is  during  the  debate  on  the  address,  and  there  will  be  no  time  when  we 
can  discuss  it  as  fully  as  now.  If  the  house  wishes  to  put  the  question  to  a  vote,  it  has  only 
tosajso.    [Vote!  vote!] 

President  Walewski.  Do  you  withdraw  your  amendment? 

£rne.st  Picard  and  other  members.  No,  no ! 

President  Walewski.  I  will  now  put  to  the  vote  the  amendment  proposed  by  Bethmont, 
Oamier-Poges,  Julius  Favre,  Pelletan,  Duke  Marmier,  Picard,  Glais-Bizoin,  Javal,  and 
others.    Here  is  the  amendment : 

**  We  condemned  the  Mexican  expedition  from  its  beginning  on  account  of  the  difficulties 
tad  sacrifices  it  would  cause  France. 

"The  return  of  our  soldiers  was  solemnly  announced  last  year,  and  we  regret  it  has  been 
^jed  to  the  detriment  of  French  interests. 

"The  country  has  not  forgotten  the  first  declarations  of  the  government  concerning  the 
eaoses  of  the  expedition,  and  it  wonders  to  see  our  army  still  sacrificed  to  the  defence  of  a 
fiwdgn  throne.'^ 

Hm  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  ^rejected  by  a  large  minority. 

The  President.  I  wdl  now  put  paragraph  3,  which  has  been  read,  to  the  vote.  [Vote  I 
*ote!] 

Paragraph  3  is  put  to  vote  and  adopted. 

PfBsident  Walewskl  I  now  propose  to  the  house  that  the  remainder  of  the  discussion  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow.     [Yes,  yes!] 

At  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  the  discussion  of  the  address  will  be  resumed. 

H«Qie  adjourned  at  quarter  past  five. 

CELE8TIN  LAGACHE, 
Stenographic  Revisor  and  Director  of  Short-hand  Coip^ 
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Sdlor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Tnmslation.] 

MexicAN  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  March  24,  1866. 

Mr.  Secret ABY  :  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  70a  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I 
have  juBt  received  from  the  consul  general  of  the  Mexican  republic  at  New 
York,  dated  yeeterdaj,  in  which  it  is  intimated  to  me  that  a  person  worthy  of 
credence  has  given  him  information  that  there  have  been  shipped  on  board  the 
steamer  Manhattan,  which  should  sail  from  New  York  for  Vera  Cruz  this  daj  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  five  thousand  muskets,  purchased  hj  the  ageatB 
of  the  usurper  Maximilian,  and  shipped,  not  as  private  property,  but  for  account 
of  the  said  usurps. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  beg  that  you  will  please  to  give  the  orders  neoessaiy 
that  the  export  of  said  arms,  in  case  the  facts  communicated  to  me  turn  out  to 
be  true,  be  not  allowed. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  SOMEBO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


[Truislaiion.] 

i  Consulate  General  of  the 
Repubuc  of  Mexico  in  the  Untted  States, 

•      New  York,  March  23,  1866. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  knowledge  that  at  this  moment  a  tnistworthy  person  has 
come  to  me,  assaring  me  that  on  board  the  steamer  Manhattan,  which  is  to  leave  this  port  at 
three  o'clock  to-morrow,  there  are  five  thousand  muskets,  purchased  by  the  agents  of  Max- 
imilian, in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nentralitv. 

In  oommnnicating  this  for  the  purposes  wnich  may  take  place,  I  renew  to  yon  the  ana- 
ranee  of  mv  consideration. 

JUAN  N.  KAYARRO. 
Citisen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Ministtr  Plemipotentimry 

of  the  Mexican  Republic,  fVaskington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  24,  1866. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  yonr  commnnication  of  this  date  requesting  that  the 
necessarj  orders  may  he  given  by  this  government  to  prevent  the  exportation 
of  five  tlionsand  muskets  <*  purchased  hj  the  agents  of  the  usurper  Maximilian 
and  shipped  not  as  private  property,  but  for  account  of  the  said  usurper,"  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  letter  of  this  date  from  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, whose  opinion  I  hastened  to  ol^tain.  It  appears  therefrom  that  the  orders 
suggested  would  be  ill^al. 
Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Matias  Romero,  ifc.,  ifc,,  ifc. 
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Mr,  Speed  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Attorney  General's  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C,  March  24,  1866. 
8at :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  24th  of  March,  to- 
geUwr  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Romero,  the  minister  of  the  Mexican  republic. 
Mr.  Romero  sajB  that  he  has  been  informed  that  agents  of  the  **  usurper  Maximilian"  hare 


Purchased  in  New  York  &ve  thousand  muskets,  and  that  **  they  are  to  be  shipped  to  Vera 
!nui,  not  as  private  property,  but  for  account  of  the  said  usurper."    Mr.  Romero  asks  that 
the  ritipment  be  not  allowed.    You  ask  my  opinion  whether  there  is  any  law  or  regulation 


now  in  fcroe  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  anns  for  the  account  of  any  person  whatever,  be 
hispoKtieal  designation  real  or  assumed,  or  of  any  government. 

Tui  question  is  rally  answered  in  my  opinion  delivered  to  you  on  the  23d  day  of  last 
December. 

The  opinion  of  the  23d  of  December  was  given  upon  a  complaint  of  Mr.  Romero  that  Gen* 
enl McDowell,  commanding  the  military  department  of  California,  had  prohibited  the  export- 
attoa  of  arras  or  mnnitions  of  war  by  the  frontier  into  Mexico.  That  opinion  is  to  die  effect 
that  General  McDowell's  order  was  unlawful. 

I  can  perceive  no  difference  in  principle  betwixt  that  case  and  this.  So  £ar  as  neutrals  are 
coaevned,  belligerent  parties  are  equaL 

Ikaew  of  no  law  or  regulation  which  forbids  any  person  or  government,  whether  the 
political  designation  be  real  or  assumed,  from  purchasing  arms  from  citizens  of  the  United . 
States  and  smpping  them  at  the  risk  of  the  purchaser. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SPEED,  Attorney  General.. 

The  SEatBTAST  OF  STATE. 


Sefk>r  Romero  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  March  25,  1866. 

3[r.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  * 
of  jesteiday,  informing  me  that  "  in  reference  to  my  communication  of  this  date, . 
RqneBting  that  the  necessary  orders  may  be  given  by  this  government  to  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  five  thousand  mnskets  purchased  by  agents  of  the 
lunrper  Maximilian,  and  embarked  not  as  private  property,  but  on  account  of ' 
^  said  osurper/*  you  enclose  me  the  copy  of  a  note  from  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,  whose  opinion  you  had  readily  asked,  and  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  orders  referred  to  would  be  illegal. 

I  tlso  received  the  copy  of  the  note  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  addressed  to  you  yesterday,  stating  that  the  question  was  settled  by  the 
opinion  he  gave  to  the  State  Department  on  the  23d  of  December,  1865,  of 
which  yon  sent  me  a  copy  with  your  note  of  the  24th  of  that  month. 

The  Attorn^  General  states  that  that  o|finion  was  given  in  reply  to  a  com- 
pUnt  of  mine  against  the  order  issued  on  the  11th  of  October,  1865,  by  Gen- 
^  McDowell,  commander-in-chief  of  the  militaiy  department  of  Galifomia, 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  across  the  northwestern 
^tier  of  Mexico ;  that  the  order  was  then  declared  illegal ;  and  adds,  there  is 
00  ttwntial  difference  between  that  case  and  the«present,  for  as  far  as  neutrals 
^  ooneemed,  belligerent  parties  must  consider  them  as  equals. 

'Ae  Attorney  General  concludes  by  saying  that  '*  he  is  acquainted  with  no  law 
<vi«pilation  that  prohibits  any  person  or  government,  whether  the  firm  be  real 
^^fteitioiiB,  from  buying  arms  nom  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  shipping 
^*>^  at  the  risk  of  the  purchaser. 

hi  nbmittinff  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the  first  time  the 
^^tcttion  of  the  legality  of  the  exportation  of  articles  contraband  of  war  from  this 
^^Wtttiy  to  one  of  the  belligerents  in  the  present  war  in.  Mexico,  you  replied  to 
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me  in  your  note  of  the  24th  of  November,  1862,  enclosing  me  the  copy  of  a 
note  from  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  Department  of  State,  dated  the  20th 
of  the  same  month,  (Executive  Document  No.  11,  sent  to  the  Senate  of  the 
38th  Congress,  Ist  session,  page  19,)  And  extracts  of  authorities  quoted  by  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  purchase  of  articles 
contraband  of  war  in  the  United  States,  and  their  exportation  for  the  use  of 
belligerents,  is  permitted  when  it  is  done  in  trade  by  way  of  merchandUe  Kad, 
private  speculation,  but  not  when  done  directly  by  one  of  the  belligerents,  with 
the  declared  intention  to  be  used  against  the  other  belligerent,  with  whom  the 
United  States  are  at  peace. 

This  is  the  same  principle,  in  my  judgment,  that  serves  as  a  foundation  for 
the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  prohibit  the  aiming  of  vessek 
of  war  in  the  United  States  for  belligerents,  as  well  as  the  organization  of  hoi- 
tilities  against  either  of  the  belligerent  parties. 

Such,  at  least,  was  my  understanding  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  this  country, 
up  to  the  present  time,  deduced  from  data  furnished  me  by  your  department; 
that  is,  trade  in  articles  contraband  of  war  for  the  use  of  belligerents,  was  lawfal 
when  carried  on  by  merchants  as  a  private  speculation,  but  unlawful  when  done 
by  the  belligerents  themselves. 

For  that  reason  I  complained  of  General  McDowell's  order,  supposing  it  pro- 
hibited all  trade,  both  that  which  I  considered  to  be  lawful  and  what  I  hew  m 
unlawful,  and  I  requested  it  to  be  revoked  in  regard  to  the  first. 

And  for  the  same  reason  I  requested  in  my  note  of  yesterday  that  the  neee^ 
sary  orders  should  be  issued  to  prevent  the  clearance  of  the  "  five  thousand 
muskets  purchased  and  shipped  in  the  steamer  Manhattan  for  Vera  Omz,  by 
the  agents  of  the  usurper  Maximilian,"  stating  I  had  been  assured  that  the 
muskets  had  been  shipped,  **  not  as  private  property,  but  on  account  of  the  said 
usurper  -,**  and  1  added,  **that  I  desired  the  orders  to  be  issued,  in  case  the  foots 
were  as  they  had  been  represented  to  me." 

The  Attorney  General  says  that  **  he  knows  of  no  law  or  regulation  which 
forbids  any  person  or  government,  whether  the  political  designation  be  real  or 
assumed,  from  purchasing  arms  from  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  shipping 
them  at  the  risk  of  the  purchaser,"  and  this  statement  makes  me  believe  that  1 
have  been  mistaken  in  my  understanding  of  the  laws  of  this  country,  since  I 
cannot  suppose  for  a  moment  that  a  restrictive  interpretation  to  the  disadvantage 
of  Mexico  has  been  given  to  them,  up  to  the  present  moment.  In  this  suppo- 
sition I  have  now  to  state,  that  I  accept  the  interpretAtion  the  Attorney  General 
gives  to  those  laws,  not  doubting,  of  course,  from  the  equity  and  good  faith  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  that  they  will  be  interpreted  in  the  same 
manner  when  the  Mexican  government  attempts  to  purchase  and  export  articles 
contraband  of  war  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  or  over  its  frontier. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  ask  that  any  law  of  this  country  be  interpreted  in  fiivor 
of  Mexico,  to  the  detriment  of  the  other  belligerent,  (the  French  government,) 
but  I  think  it  is  reasonable  to  ask  that  no  interpretation  be  adopted  by  which 
Mexico  is  placed  in  a  situation  inferior  to  that  of  her  enemy. 

As  the  Attorney  General  seems  to  consider  me  inconsistent  in  asking  the  revo- 
cation of  an  order  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  arms  across  the  frontier,  and 
a  few  months  afterwards  asking  the  prohibition  of  the  shipping  of  arms  pur- 
chased, not  by  way  of  merchandise,  but  by  agents  of  the  usurper  Maximilian, 
and  on  his  account,  "  provided  the  facts  were  as  they  had  been  represented  to 
me,"  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  you,  if  there  be  no  objection,  to  communicate 
to  him  the  explanations  I  make  in  this  note. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assur- 
ances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc 
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SeHar  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[TraiiBlatlon.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  thb  United  States  op  America, 

Washingtm,  March  30,  1866. 

Mr.  Sbcbbtary  :  GoloQel  Enrique  A.  Mejia,  of  the  Mexican  army,  has  writ- 
ten me  from  Galveston,  Texas,  as  yon  will  see  from  the  copy  of  his  communica- 
tioH  which  I  haye  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  that,  in  tne  name  of  General 
Mariano  £scobedo,  chief  of  the  army  of  the  north,  he  requested  a  return  of  the 
arms,  manittoQS>  and  artillery  taken  from  the  interventionists  at  Boca  del  Rio, 
(Bagiad,)  and  carried  into  United  States  territory  by  Colonel  Adolfo  de  la 
Gam,  where  they  were  seized  by  the  United  States  military  authorities. 

Colonel  Mejia  first  applied  to  Colonel  Brown,  coinn^ander  of  the  Rio  Grande 
didtict,  and  leamipg  that  his  orders  were  from  General  Wright,  commander  of 
the  department  of  Texas,  he  went  to  Galveston  to  see  that  general,  who  told 
hiiB  that  General  Sheridan  had  ordered  him  to  deliver  the  arms,  munitions,  and 
artiDeiy  in  question  to  Tomas  Mejia,  chief  of  the  interventionists,  in  Matamoras, 
which  he  had  commanded  to  be  done. 

Ab  I  am  ignorant  of  the  motives  for  those  orders,  and  cannot  comprehend  the 
reason  for  deliyering  munitions  of  war,  taken  by  United  States  authorities  from 
I  repahlican  general  and  hb  forces  who  had  sought  refuge  in  their  territory,  to  an 
oemy  of  Mexico,  I  respectfully  request  your  excellency  to  procure  for  me  the 
iHibnnation.of  the  reasons  of  the  order  from  the  proper  department,  that  I  may 
make  a  proper  communication  for  the  interests  of  my  government. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
aj  most  distiuguiBned  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  4<?.>  ^. 


,  [Translation.  ] 

#  MEXICAN  REPUBLIC — COLONEL  IN  SERVICE. 

is  I  informed  you  in  my  note  of  the  Ist  instant,  when  I  requested  Colonel  Brown,  com- 
aander  of  the  Rio  Grande  district,  to  give  me  the  arms,  munitions,  and  artillery  brou'jfht 
^  Bagdad  by  Colonel  Garza,  he  told  me  he  had  orders  from  General  Wright,  commander 
cf  the  department  of  Texas,  to  give  np  nothing  without  his  order. 

Colonel  Brown  advised  me  to  go  to  Galveston  and  see  General  Wright  in  person,  as  the 
b«it  vaj  to  settle  all  the  difficulties. 

I  went  to  Galveston,  where  General  Wright  informed  me  verbally  that  he  had  received 
<)7te  from  General  Sheridan  to  deliver  the  arms,  munitions,  and  artillery  taken  from  Bagdad 
^  <Mir  forces  to  General  Tomas  Mejia,  chief  of  the  traitors  in  Matamoras,  and  that  the  orders 
w  been  transmitted  before  my  arrival  in  Galveston. 

I  was  astonished  at  the  proceeding,  and,  believing  all  protests  useless,  I  determined  to 
Biut  for  Washington  in  a  few  days  to  give  you  the  particulars  of  the  affair,  as  they  are  too 
Qomerons  for  the  limits  of  a  despatch. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  my  respectfnl  consideration. 

hidependence  and  liberty!     Galveston,  March  6,  1866. 

ENRIQUE  A.  MEJLA. 

Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

£svof  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  Repuhlie  in  Washington, 


Senor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  March  30,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy,  in  English,  of  a 
eommomcation  dated  the  5th  of  February  last,  and  sent  to  me  from  Brownsville j> 
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hj  Colonel  Enrique  A.  Mejia,  of  the  Mexican  armj.  The  original  did  not  reach 
me.  The  duplicate,  marked  No.  1, 1  enclose  to  you  with  two  other  annexed 
documents,  numbered  2  and  3. 

In  No.  1,  and  particularly  in  No.  2,  a  note  addressed  to  General  Weitzel,  com- 
manding on  the  Rio  Grande,  Colonel  Mejia  states  that  on  the  14th  of  that 
month,  as  he  was  steaming  down  the  river  on  the  government  despatch  boat 
with  Captain  Conklyn,  first  provost  marshal  general  of  the  district,  and  Mr. 
Price,  of  the  secret  service  of  the  same  district,  he  overhauled  several  li^iten 
and  small  boats  tied  up  to  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river,  about  six  miles  above 
Boca  del  Rio,  (Bagdad,)  and  within  the  jnrisdiction  of  his  command.  Haring 
boarded  and  examined  them  in  fulfilment  of  his  duty,  he  found  the  sloop  Hefena 
among  them  loaded  with  goods,  and  without  any  custom-house  papers,  or  even 
an  invoice,  for  which  reason  he  seized  it,  and  took  it  to  Boca  del  Rio,  (Bagdad,) 
where  it  was  duly  condemned  and  the  goods  confiscated. 

Colonel  Mejia  acted  in  this  matter  in  conformity  with  his  duty,  which  is 
shown  by  a  translation  of  bis  appointment  in  No.  3. 

The  goods  were  transferred  to  American  territory  and  were  regularly  entered 
at  the  Clarksville  custom-house  to  the  credit  of  the  Mexican  government,  but 
were  soon  after  sequestrated  by  the  military  authorities  of  that  place.  Colonel 
Mejia  states,  and  were  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  original  proprietors ;  and  he 
complains  of  this  proceeding,  as  the  goods  were  legally  confiscated  by  the  Mexi- 
can authorities  on  Mexican  territory,  and  this  he  can  prove  by  Captain  Conk- 
lyn  and  Mr.  Price,  who  were  witnesses  to  the  facts. 

Having  no  other  testimony  to  this  afifair  than  the  enclosed  documents,  I  limit 
myself  to  a  request  to  have  it  referred  to  the  proper  department,  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  may  act  upon  it  with  due  justice;  and  if  the  goods 
have  been  unjustly  delivered  to  the  merchants  of  Matamoras  claiming  them, 
their  value  may  be  restored  to  the  agents  of  the  Mexican  government. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.  * 


No.  1. — ^Duplicate. 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— COLONEL  ON  SPECIAL  DUTY. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  you  a  copy  of  the  note  which,  under  date  of  the  21st  ultimo, 
I  addressed  to  General  Weitzel,  referring  to  the  cargo  of  the  Helena.  Said  ffeneral  has  not 
answered,  and  tne  goods  hare  heea  delivered  to  those  who  claimed  them — the  firm  of  Droeee, 
Oetling  &  Co.  Said  goods  were  seized  by  order  of  General  Weitzel,  and  remained  by  his 
order  ha  military  custody  until  they  were  delivered  to  Droege,  Oetline  &  Co.  The  only  thme 
that  I  could  obtain  was  that  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  should  take  a  bond  from  said 
firm  of  ($60,000)  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  gold,  until  the  matter  should  be  decided  by  the 
military  authorities  or  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington. 

I  cannot  understand  how  said  military  authorities  could  take  cognizance  in  matters  beyond 
their  jurisdiction,  but  the  copy  I  enclose  will  explain  the  matter. 

I  have  thought  veiy  strangely  of  this  proceeding,  as  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  justice 
in  said  detention,  which  causes  us  great  aamage. 

I  beg  you  to  give  this  matter  the  attention  it  deserves,  and  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
to  renew  mv  respectful  consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Brownsville,  February  5,  1866. 

E.  A.  MEJIA. 

Senor  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary ^  jpc,  S^e,,  fVashington, 


No.  2. 
REPUBLIC  OF  MEXICO— COLONEL  ON  SPECIAL  DUTY. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  following  facts:  That  on  the  14th  of  this 
month  I  was  steaming  down  the  river  on  the  government  despatch  boat;  when  about  i^ 
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m3e0  aboye  Bagdad,  we  saw  several  loggers  and  lifi^btera  tied  up  <m  the  Mexioaa  side  ef  tlit 
riTeii  within  the  jurisdiction  of  mj  command,  whicn,  as  you  will  see  by  the  accomjf anying 
certified  translation  of  my  appointment,  included  not  only  Bc^dad  but  its  dependencies. 

I  boarded  and  examined  said  lights  and  found  the  sloop  Helena  had  a  cargo  of  merchan- 
dise, wfMut  clearance  or  pass  of  any  kind,  and  immediately  seized  her  for  yiolating  the 
laws  of  revenue  of  the  Meidcan  renublic.  The  fact  of  finding  said  lighter  without  even  the 
r^nlar  invoice  of  the  owners  of  saia  merchandise  was  conclusive  evidence  as  to  the  illegality 
,  other  presence  out  of  port.  I  had  her  turned  into  the  port  of  Bagdad,  and  appointed  a  com- 
misRon  to  inquire  into  the  case,  and  by  said  commission  the  floods  were  legally  condemned 
ind  eonfiscatod.  Said  merchandise  was  brought  over  to  this  side  as  belonging  to  the  ffovem- 
■leiit  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  regularlv  entered  with  all  necessary  papers  in  order,  and 
were  adzed  by  the  military  authorities  and  by  them  held.  I  have  since  been  informed  that 
the  goods  were  going  to  bne  released  on  claim  of  the  former  owners,  residents  of  Matamoras. 

I  would  respectfully  represent  that  the  facts  of  the  case  occurred  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  tibe  United  States;  that  the  seizure  was  in  accordance  to  our  laws;  and  that  I  revest 
that  said  (roods  be  held  until  the  action  of  the  United  States  government  can  be  obtained, 
for  which  purpose  I  remit  the  proper  papers  to  Washington  by  first  mail. 

I  woula  further  state  that  there  were  in  the  despatch  boat  with  me  Captain  Conkljm  and  Mr. 
Price;  the  first,  provost  marshal  general  of  the  district,  and  the  second,  of  the  secret  service, 
who  saw  the  whole  facts  of  the  capture,  and  can  testify  to  the  facts  being  as  represented. 

I  beg  vour  earnest  attention  to  the  above,  and  that  said  goods  being  seized  in  the  first 
instance  bv  the.  troops  under  your  command,  that  the^  continue  so  to  be  held  until  the  matter 
em  be  laid  before  vour  Secretary  of  State  by  our  imnister  at  Washington. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  repeating  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  highest  respect. 

Independence  and  liberty !    January  21, 18%. 

E.  A.  BIEJIA. 

Major  General  J.  Wettzel, 

Commanding  DUtriet  of  Rio  Chrande,  Brown$viUe» 


No.  3. 

REPUBUC  OF  MEXICO— -AKBfT  CORPS  OF  THE  NORTH— OENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

Being  compelled  to  march  to  the  centre  of  the  line  for  urgent  matters  of  service,  I  have 
deeoned  it  best  to  appoint  you  military  commandant  of  this  port  and  its  dependencies,  and 
tUs  in  a  vigorous  state  of  siege,  with  ample  powers  for  its  defence,  in  all  matters  including 
those  of  finances.  Tou  will  increase  your  forces  by  all  possible  means,  actine  in  everything 
with  follest  powers  (omnimodas)  and  subject  only  to  n^  instructions  and  orders. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Bagdad,  January  8,  I860. 

^      — e  M.ESCOBEDO. 

Colonel  Ehriqub  A.  Mejia, 

Military  Commandant  of  Bagdad  and  its  dependencies. 


SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  March  31,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  in  English  of 
A  eommiimcation  addressed  to  me  by  Colonel  Enrique  A.  Mejia,  of  the  Mexican 
army,  dated  the  4th  of  February  last,  with  annexed  documents  numbered  from 
t¥o  to  six,  and  two  others  in  Spanish,  numbered  seven  and  eight — sent  to  me 
BttbBeqnently  by  the  same  colonel,  all  relating  to  certain  merchandise  confiscated 
*tBoca  del  Rio,  (Bagdad,)  by  order  of  General  Mariano  Escobedo,  because  it 
appeared,  by  testimony  of  the  person  who  had  charge  of  them,  that  they  be- 
longed to  the  pretended  government  of  the  interventionists. 

Hoping  thstt  the  proceedings  in  this  matter  will  be  conducted  with  that 
jnstice  which  may  be  expected  from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  I 
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enclose  70a  these  documents,  requesting  yon  to  refer  them  to  die  proper  d^ 
partment,  that  the  affair  may  be  considered  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assn- 
ranoe  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration.  '  •* 

M.  SOMEBO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Bbward,  Sfc^  ^.,  8fc, 


No.  1. 

RBPUBUO  OF  BfBZICO— COLONEL  ON  OFFICIAL  DUTY. 

I  enclose  you  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  passed  between  the  undersigned  and  the 
American  anthorities,  referring  to  the  floods  confiscated  bj  General  Escobedo  daring  his 
occupancj  of  Bafi^ad.  Bj  them  you  will  perceive  that  disregarding  their  want  of  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  matter,  they  detain  said  ^oods,  and  eren  recommend  they  be  returned  to  those 
who  claim  them.  Said  goods  were  the  property  of  the  traitors,  and  General  Escobedo,  on 
confiscating  Uiem,  only  ralfilled  his  duty.  I  entered  them,  by  order  of  Greneral  Escobedo, 
in*the  custom-house  of  Clarksville,  and  gave  bond  for  twice  the  amount  of  their  value.  I 
hope  that  you  will  deem  it  proper,  as  they  are  national  property,  to  take  the  necessary  steps, 
so  Uiat  said  articles  may  be  returned  to  us.  I  offer  you  the  assurance  of  my  respectful 
consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty !    February  4,  1866. 

E.A.MEJIA. 

Senor  Don  Mattas  Bomero, 

Envoff  Extraordinarff  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

.  of  the  Mexieau  Repnblie  at  H^aehington  City,  D.  C. 


0  No.  2. 

REPUBLIC  OF  MEXICO— colonel  ON  SPECIAL  DUTY. 

In  answer  to  the  query  of  January  23,  respecting  certain  goods  claimed  by  Eloseque  and  • 
Mayoral,  of  Matamoras,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  g^neral-in-chief  of  the  army  corps  of  the 
north  seized  a  certain  amount  of  goods  as  property  of  the  enemy,  and  also  because  the  regular 
tax  on  said  parties  was  not  paid  as  assessed,  and  directed  me  to  cross  them  over  to  Churki- 
ville  and  dispose  of  them  as  I  thought  best.  I  enclose  list  of  the  articles  seised,  which  wers 
shipped  to  Mr.  A.  A.  McLeffey,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  undersigned.  Any  other  goods 
not  enumerated  in  the  accompanying  list  have  been  fraudulently  obtained,  and  I  shall  be 
glad  if  they  be  returned  to  the  proper  owners. 

Independence  and  liberty!    JPebruary  24,  1866. 

E.  A.  MEJU. 

Major  General  Weitzel, 

Commanding  District  of  Rio  Orande, 


No.  3. 

REPUBUC  OF  MEXICO— COLONEL  ON  SPECIAL  DUTY. 
List  of  articles  seized  by  order  of  Oeneral  Mariano  Escobedo, 

504  pounds  of  thread,  20  gross  knives  and  forks,  1,200  yards  hickory  stripe,  75  reams  of 
paper,  6  doxen  umbrellas,  (ladies*,)  6  packages  tin,  5  dozen  axes,  14  boxes  claret,  31  boxes 
tea,  damaged. 

Independence  and  liberty!    January  24,  1866. 

£.  A.  BfEJIA. 


No.  4. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Office  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General, 

Brovmsville,  Texas,  January  24,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  application  of  Elosequi  and  Mayoral,  marked 
exhibit  A,  for  the  return  of  certain  merchandise  supposed  to  be  at  Clarksville  and  BraEos  de 
Santiago. 
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I  ftlflo  endoee  tbe  official  statement  of  Colonel  E.  A.  Mejia,  marked  exhibit  B,  showing 
what  portion  of  those  floods  were  confiscated  by  the  liberal  goyemment. 

The  mt^or  general  commanding  directs  that  the  merchandise  contained  in  exhibit  A,  and 
not  iDcluded  in  exhibit  B,  be  at  once  retocned  to  the  proper  owners  thereof,  and  that  the 
mercbandise  called  for  in  exhibit  B  be  stored  in  some  convenient  place  and  safely  guarded, 
to  abide  inttnictions  from  department  headquarters. 

Should  any  of  these  goods  have  been  removed  from  Clarksville,  you  will  immediately 
Inroiflh  the  commanding  officer  where  they  may  be  deposited  with  these  instructions,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  carri^  out  strictly. 
AQ  acts  done  pursuant  to  these  instructions'  will  be  reported  to  this  office  without  delay. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  CONKLYN, 
Capt,  and  Act,  Prov.  Marshal  Gentral^  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 


No.  5. 
Exhibit  A, 


Bagdad,  Mexico,  January  20,  1866. 

During  the  recent  troubles  arising  from  the  capture  Of  this  city,  certain  unknown  parties 
hare  forcibly  entered  our  warehouse  and  taken  away  the  following  articles,  viz : 

P.  n.  Thirty-three  (23)  chests  of  tea. 

Y.  D.  Ninety  (90)  boxes  of  claret. 

P.  &  C.  Twelve  (12)  boxes  of  claret. 

[88.]  One  (1)  case  of  claret. 

(5  )  One  ( I )  case  of  claret. 

li.  D.  Two  (2)  cases  of  paper. 

L.  D.  One  ( 1 )  case  knives  and  forks.  * 

L.  D.  One  (J)  case  umbrellas. 

L.  D.  Twenty-four  (24)  boxes  of  axes. 

L.  D.  Twenty-five  (25)  boxes  tin  cases. 

We  have  ascertained  that  the  tea  and  part  of  the  other  merchandise  above  mentioned  lie 
mently  at  Clarksville,  and  some  at  the  custom- house  landing,  and  some  deposited  at  Mr. 
McOoffiBy,  the  sutler  general.  There  also  lie  presently  at  Clarksville  one  or  two  lighters, 
umely,  toe  schooner  Matamoras  and  lugger  Kio,  which  have  been  forcibly  taken  away 
from  our  own  landing  here.  We  therefore  respectfully  request  that  tbe  case  be  investigated, 
iod  some  arrangement  made  by  which  said  property  be  returned  to  us.  Hoping  to  be  soon 
&Tored  with  an  answer,  we  remain,  colonel. 
Your  obedient  servants, 

ELOSEQUI  &  MAYORAL, 
By  JOHN  FALLS. 

(Tokmd  FftAHK  J.  White» 

C0mmandiMg  United  States  Forces  at  Bagdad, 


No.  6. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

BrovmsviUet  January  22,  1866. 
CwnsxLi  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledf^  tbe  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this 
^tle,  in  reference  to  a  quantity  of  goods  held  in  military  custodv,  under  orders  from  Major 
Gcaenl  Weitzel,  but  which  are  claimed  by  you  as  belonging  to  the  Mexican  government,  of 
vktch  you  are  the  agent.  • 

It  appears  from  other  papers  in  the  case  that  the  goods  are  claimed  by  other  parties  as 
wir  lawful  property,  who  nave  asked  that  they  be  held  until  the  question  of  title  can  be 
woded.  and  this  question  is  one  to  which  the  United  States  is  not  a  party.  The  military 
^tithofities  are  not  empowered  to  act.  Your  remedy,  therefore,  must  be  found  in  the  civil 
c<>vti,  or  the  action  of^the  authorities  at  Washington,  to  the  latter  of  which  your  communi- 
cation  and  such  other  papers  as  I  have  in  relation  to  the  subject  will  be  promptly  referred. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  WRIGHT. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Colooel  Emeique  A.  Mejia, 

BraiensviUe,  Texas. 
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No.  7. 

To  the  miUUrff  commandw  of  Bagdad  and  Us  dependmeie$  : 
Please  let  me  know  if  jon  authorised  any  one  to  takeprivate  property  in  mj  name. 
Inclepeadenoe  and  liberty!    Bagdad,  January  16,  1866. 

ENRIQUE  A.  MEJIA 
Lieut  Col.  Eduardo  Du  May. 


No.  8. 

Bagdad,  January  16, 1866. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yonr  communication  of  to-day,  and  in  replj 
I  must  say,  that  while  I  acted  as  commander  of  this  place,  €K)neral  Esoobedo  ordered  ml  to 
visit  the  various  mercantile  establishments  and  collect  a  forced  loan  for  the  aid  of  the  forces 
stationed  here. 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  I  visited  various  establishments  of  this  city,  and  among  othen 
that  of  Mr.  Mayoral,  whom  I  did  not  see,  but  I  met  a  French  lady  who  said  she  was  the  wife 
of  the  manager  of  the  establishment,  and  I  conmiunicated  my  order  to  her.  She  answered 
that  as  Mr.  Mayoral  was  not  present,  she  could  do  nothing  in  regard  to  the  loan;  buttfa^B 
were  some  goods  in  the  store,  belonging  to  the  so-callea  imperial  government^  (and  she 
pointed  them  out, )  which  I  could  take.  I  made  this  known  to  General  Escobedo,  and  be 
ordered  me  to  confiscate  the  goods,  put  them  on  board  a  sloop,  and  send  them  across  the 
river.  I  communicated  the  order  to  one  of  my  adjutants,  who  went  to  the  store,  seised  the 
goods,  and  put  them  aboard  a  schooner  lying  at  the  landing,  and  left  them  there  till  further 
orders.    The  next  day  the  vessel  was  taken  to  the  other  sloe  of  the  river. 

And  this  is  all  I  know  of  the  affair. 

I  renew  the  protests  of  my  respectful  consideration. 

EDUARDO  DU  MAY. 

Colonel  Mejia, 

Military  Commander  of  Bagdad  and  Us  dependemcUs* 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Wasbington,  April  2,  1866. 
My  dear  SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  an  extract, in  English,  from  a 
letter  which  I  received  from  Paris  to-day,  dated  the  19th  of  March  last,  in  which  I 
am  informed  that  three  thousand  two  hundred  men,  and  among  them  four  hon* 
dred  hussars,  left  Algiers,  Brest,  and  Cherbourg,  recently  for  Mexico. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Paris,  March  19,  1866. 
My  Dear  Friend:        •••»•»•»• 

The  principal  object  of  these  lines  is  to  let  you  know  that  three  thousand  two  hundred 
men  left  here  a  week  a^  for  Vera  Cruz  with  the  gpreatest  secrecy.  Among  them  are  fool 
hundred  hussars  of  Algiers,  Brest,  and  Cherbourg.  The  press  has  not  mentioned  anything 
about  it,  nor  do  they  dare  to  speak  at  all  about  the  Mexican  question,  because  they  have  beed 
warned  not  to  do  so. 

The  disagreement  between  Congress  and  President  Johnson  is  regarded  here  with  almost 
open  joy,  and  it  is  very  likely  strong  efforts  will  be  made  to  increase  the  same  if  it  can  b« 
done  by  any  act  of  France. 

A  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Vienna  published  here  day  befdre  yesterday  informs  us  thai 
an  agreement  has  been  concluded  with  Maximilian  for  the  purpose  of  sending  him  two  thou^ 
sand  Austrians  to  fill  up  the  losses  of  the  Austrian  contingent  in  Mexico.    The  necessary  ex< 

penses  will  of  course  be  defirayed  by  the  French  government. 

#  •  #  •»  #♦  •  •  ♦  # 

Senor  Don  Matias  Romero. 
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Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

V 

-  HfixicAN  Legation  m  the  United  States  op  Ambbica, 

Woihington,  April  8,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  70a  a  copy  of  No.  11  of  the 
official  paper  of  the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  pabliehed  on  the  8th  of 
May  last,  at  the  town  of  El  Paso  del  Norte,  containing  a  circolar  of  the  gov- 
enor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Sonera,  dated  the  30th  of  De- 
eember  last,  reporting  a  victory  gained  the  day  before,  by  the  forces  of  the  re- 
ptb&  over  a  party  of  interventionists ;  also,  a  commanication  from  the  said 
governor  to  the  minister  of  war,  containing  the  report  of  General  Angel  Mar- 
tines  on  his  Alamos  expedition,  in  which  he  dispersed  the  force  of  the  inter- 
ventionist Almada;  ana  lastly,  the  answer  of  the  minister  of  war,  Greneral 
Ignacio  Mejia. 

I  accept  the  opportanity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


No.  1. 


[From  No.  11  of  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
Paao  del  Norte,  March  8,  1866.— Translation.  ] 

Circular  from  th€  government  and  military  commandancy  of  the  State  of  Sonora, 

"More  than  four  hundred  traitors,  under  Semtiago  Campillo,  jr.,  6knd  F.  Barcelo,  attacked 
thiB  place  at  one  yesterday,  and  after  one  hour's  contest,  were  completely  routed  and  pursued 
for  three  leagues  by  the  reseryes  of  the  brave  commander,  Juan  Q.  Escalante. 

**The  result  of  the  battle  was,  two  killed  on  our  side,  Jesus  Maduena  and  Reyes  Vega,  of 
ttn  first  batallion,  and  four  wounded,  among  whom  was  Surgeon  Eugene  S.  Wf^dield.  The 
swmy  lost  thirty  killed,  eleyen  wounded,  and  fifty-one  prisoners.  We  took  one  hundred 
Baskets  with  ball  cartridges,  and  twenty -odd  saddled  horses.  Many  of  those  forced  to  fill 
the  enemy's  ranks  are  deserting  and  coming  to  our  quarters. 

**  The  conduct  of  our  soldiers  is  worthy  of  the  greatest  eulogy.  Both  officers  and  soldiers 
Whayed  with  the  gpreatest  gallantry ;  they  all  did  their  duty,  and  all  they  ask  is  to  be  led 
where  they  can  be  most  useful.*' 

I  communicate  this  to  you  that  you  may  make  it  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  your  district. 

hidependence  and  liberty !    Matape,  December  30,  1865. 

J.  GAKCIA  MORALES. 

Thomas  G.  Pico,  First  Officer, 

The  MfUTARY  Commandant  of  the  district  of ; . 


No.  2. 
[Traxislation.] 

GOVERNMENT  AND  MILITARY  COMMANDANCY  OF  THE  STATE  OP  SONORA. 

I  baye  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  official  report  and  priyate  letter  received 
TMterday  from  General  Angel  Martinez,  giving  an  account  of  his  victory  over  the  traitors 
i&  the  district  of  Alamos. 

In  replj  to  the  general,  I  inform  him  that  there  are  no  other  traitor  bands  in  the  State 
except  those  of  Salvador  Vazques  and  Refugio  Canori,  from  two  to  three  hundred  men 
^*cli--Hm6  in  the  district  of  Arizipe,  the  other  in  Magdalena,  both  now  quiet.  1  will  soon 
cohamucate  with  the  general,  and  recommence  operations. 

PWsie  r«<niinunicate  this  to  the  President,  and  congratulate  him  for  me  on  account  of  the 
flwiooB  vi*-torie8  due  to  the  valor  of  General  Martinez. 

htdepoudence  and  liberty!     Camp  in  Nona,  February  1,  1866. 

J.  GARCIA  MORALES. 

^  EUAL,  Acting  Secretary,  ^  , 
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No.  3. 
[TraDslatioD.  ] 

GOVERNMENT  AND  MILITARY  COMMANDANCY  OF  TffE  STATE  OF  SONORA^REPUBUCAH 
ARMY,  BRIGADE  OF  OPERATIONS — UNITED  SECTIONS-— GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

I  left  Toro  on  the  third  for  this  citj,  determined  to  offer  battle  to  the  traitor  Jos^  M.  T. 
Almada.  I  passed  the  night  at  Yenda.  At  midnight  I  sent  ont  a  band  of  scouts,  under 
Cipriano  Pardo,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  advance  in  Carrizal,  which  I  expected  to  reach 
on  the  fourth.  On  that  night  I  sent  all  the  cavalry  under  Colonel  Ascencion  Correa,  throngh 
by-roads,  to  surprise  the  enemy  at  Salitral,  while  I  advanced  with  the  infantry,  on  the  main 
road,  to  aid  him  if  necessary.  The  enemy  was  surprised,  and  a  courier  of  Almada  was 
captured.  He  bad  despatches  advising  the  commandez%t  Salitral  to  attack  the  enemy  as  soon 
as  nis  re-enforcements  should  arrive. 

On  the  main  road  near  Salitral  I  met  an  advance  of  the  enemy  and  took  one  prisoner ;  this 
was  about  day-break ;  I  then  sent  for  the  cavalry  to  join  me. 

I  heard  that  Almada  was  about  to  move,  so  I  hastened  on  and  gained  the  heights  of  Cuchn- 
jaqui,  a  strong  point  for  the  enemy  if  they  had  got  it.  As  the  enemy  did  not  appear,  I  con- 
tinned  to  advance,  meeting  no  opposition  but  a  small  cavalry  force  that  was  soon  put  to 
flight  and  pursued  by  Ensign  Fehpe  Valle,  with  only  twenty  men,  as  far  as  the  edge'  of  this 
city. 

we  rested  three  hours  at  Mercedes,  and  camped  that  night  at  San  Antonio  de  los  Norotes. 

On  the  6th  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  my  advance.  I  instantly  changed  m^  p»osition  and 
marched  to  Carboneras  heights,  where  I  waited  for  the  attack.  I  sent  out  Cipriano  Pardo 
with  scouts ;  they  reported  that  the  enemy  was  in  this  dty.  I  then  began  to  advance  and 
fell  into  ambush,  but  escaped  without  hurt. 

At  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  marched  round  the  hill  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy;  this  I  accomplished  before  daylight,  and  had  to  wait  some  hours  before  it  was  light 
enough  to  begin  the  attack.  The  enemy  then  perceiving  as,  sent  out  150  sharpshooters  to 
annoy  our  flank.    They  were  soon  driven  back. 

I  advanced  with  the  squadron  of  lancers  and  the  Hidalgo  batallion,  sending  the  latter 
under  Colonel  Correa  to  flank  the  enemy,  while  the  cavalry  was  to  be  reserv^  to  pursue 
the  enemy  if  they  attempted  to  escape  without  fight.  Thus  arranged  the  battle  began.  The 
lancers  made  the  first  attack,  and  their  impetuosity  decided  the  day.  When  I  rode  towards 
the  infantry  Commander  Pardo  informed  me  that  Almada  had  taken  to  flight,  protected  by  a 
small  guard  which  I  noticed  in  the  distance.  I  started  after  him  at  such  a  rapid  pace  tLat 
the  cavalry  of  tired  horses  could  not  keep  up  with  me,  and  I  suddenly  found  myself  in  front 
of  nine  men.  I  drew  my  pistol  and  shot  Antonio  Anselmo,  brother  of  the  traitor  Almada, 
and  second  in  command,  while  the  others  ran  away,  leaving  their  horses  and  arms.  My 
horse  was  wounded  by  two  shots. 

This  battle  finishes  the  traitors  in  the  district  of  Alamos.  We  took  five  pieces  of  axtillery, 
(three  bronze  and  two  iron,)  216  muskets,  and  other  munitions  of  war. 

The  enemy's  loss  was  about  180  of  all  ranks.  The  list  of  our  killed  you  will  find  annexed 
hereto. 

I  communicate  this  for  your  information,  congratulating  you  on  a  victory  that  will  tend 
to  restore  peace  to  the  weary  country. 
'     Independence  and  liberty!    Alamos,  January  10,  1866. 

ANGEL  MARTINEZ. 

Jesus  G.  Morales, 

General-in-Chief  of  the  farcei  in  SonorOy  (wherever  he  may  be.) 

Headquarters  at  Noria,  February  1,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

ELIAL,  Secretary. 


No.  4. 

[Translation.  J 

department  of  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE-— 8BCTIOK  FIRST. 

Your  despatch  of  the  1st  ultimo,  with  the  official  report  and  private  letter  of  General  Angel 
Martinez,  has  been  received.  It  gives  an  account  of  the  battle  of  Alamos  and  the  dispersion 
of  the  traitors  in  that  district  under  Almada. 

The  President  of  the  republic  is  pleased  to  hoar  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  Martincs 
brigade  and  the  well-arranged  plans  of  its  commander  to  penect  the  entire  pacification  of  the 
State  which  he  has  mentioned.  ><^  t 
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I  communicate  this  to  you  by  order  of  the  President,  who  desires  you  to  iDform  General 
Martinez  how  much  his  conduct  is  appreciated. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Paso  del  Norte,  March  6,  1866. 

MEJIA. 
General  Jesus  Garcia  Morales, 

At  Naria,  (or  wherever  he  may  be.) 


Tnie  copies : 


Paso  del  Norte,  March  6,  1866. 
MARIANO  DIAZ,  Chief  OJictr, 


Seflor  'Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  April  8,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  For  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  No.  11  of  the  official  paper  of  the  government 
of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  published  at  the  town  of  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  8th 
day  of  May  last,  containing  the  official  report  made  by  the  governor  and  military 
commander  of  the  State  of  Ooahuila  to  the  minister  of  war,  in  relation  to  victo- 
ries gained  over  the  interventionists  at  San  Juan  de  Guadalupe  and  the  hacienda 
of  San  Carlos,  State  of  Durango,  by  the  forces  of  the  republic,  together  with  the 

tj  of  General  Ignacio  Mejia,  minister  of  war. 
avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  protest  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assur- 
ttoee  of  my  most  distinguised  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


No.  1. 


[Fran  the  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  government,  £1  Paso  Del  Norte,  March  8,  J867. — 

Tmoslation.  ] 

60VEEXMENT  AND  MILrTARY  COMMAND ANCY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  COAHUILA  DE  ZARA60ZA. 

The  snccess  of  oar  arms  at  San  Carlos  and  San  Juan  de  Guadalnpe,  and  the  flattering 
prospect  in  the  district  of  Parras,  caused  this  government  to  attract  the  enemy's  attention  hj 
Kndhig  to  Monterey  for  Colonel  Geronimo  Trevioo's  forces,  and  proposing  an  attack  on 
SaltiOo  or  the  city  of  Monterey  itself.  As  the  plan  seemed  plausible,  an  attack  on  Saltillo 
wu  fixed  for  the  15th  instant.  When  the  two  hundred  men  were  ready,  (all  we  could  arm 
m  that  quarter,)  a  despatch  was  received  from  the  alcalde  of  Cuatro  Cienagas,  informing  us 
of  the  arrival  there  of  Colonel  Jesus  Gonzales  Herrera  from  Parras,  with  three  hundred  men, 
having  been  driven  out  by  Brincourt  in  force,  aided  bv  other  imperialists  uuder  Francisco, 
Trevmo,  and  Maximo  Campos.     Of  course  this  delayed  our  proposed  expedition. 

Not  many  days  had  passed  before  we  heard  from  that  quarter.  Mention  was  made  of  the 
homing  ot  Matamoras  and  Soledad,  in  that  district,  and  of  many  houses  of  good  patriots  in 
Viesca;  we  heard  of  the  murder  of  more  than  fifty  innocent  and  unarmed  persons,  among 
tbem  two  men  over  eighty  years  of  age,  and  a  child  of  twetve.  It  was  also  said  that  Brin- 
eonn's  division  had  gone  back  to  Durango,  and  left  only  three  hundred  French  in  Viezca. 

As  Colonel  GonKcues  had  three  hundred  men  with  him,  and  could  soon  collect  those  dis- 
^fied  by  the  French ;  and  as  the  troops  of  Jeannin^os  were  scattered  at  Parras,  Saltillo, 
Ainconada,  and  Saota  Catarina,  and  there  were  only  six  hundred  of  the  enemy  in  Monterey, 
i*t  determined  to  attack  that  town.  On  the  3d  instant  six  hundred  men  were  sent  to  B%jan, 
to  act  in  concert  with  Colonel  Trevino  and  Francisco  Naranjo,  with  all  probability  of  success. 

Icaanot  omit  to  mention  in  this  ^lace,  Mr.  Minister,  the  honorable  conduct  of  the  people 
of  this  frontier.  Considering  the  precarious  situation  to  which  they  have  been  reduced  by 
thi»  forngn  war,  they  have  performed  wonders ;  supplies  have  been  furnished  abundantly  to 
oortioope;  elolhing,  horses,  and  arms  to  the  forces  of  Laguua;  and  |9,000  to  equip  troops 
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for  Colonel  Naranjo.    Besides  this  ihej  equipped  300  for  Yictorlano  Zepeda,  and  famished 
powder  and  other  munitions  to  some  forces  in  the  State  of  New  Leon. 

Now  the  commander-in-chief  will  have  the  pleasure  of  starting  on  his  expedition  with  men 
well  clothed  and  well  provided,  and  by  the  uninyited  efforts  of  private  citizens,  prompted 
solely  bj  feelings  of  patriotism  and  the  desire  to  see  foreigners  driven  from  the  land  they 
have  desecrated! 

I  must  also  inform  you  of  the  lucky  escape  of  Commander  Victor  Berlanga  from  an  am- 
buscade laid  for  him  by  the  French  in  the  State  of  Durango,  with  the  loss  of  only  a  few 
provisions. 

I  will  give  vou  the  particulars  of  the  last  fight  as  soon  as  they  reach  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  this,  that  it  may  be  communicated  to  the  surpeme  chief 
of  the  republic 

Independence  and  liberty!    San  Buenaventura,  January  29,  1866. 

A.S.  VIEZCA. 

Eduardo  Musquiz, 

Secretay  pro  tempore. 

The  Minister  of  War,  Chihuahua, 


No.  2. 
[Tn^nslation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  FIRST. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  considered  your  communication  of  the  29th  Jan- 
uary, stating  the  plans  for  a  new  campaigpn,  and  the  generous  aid  contributed  by  the  people 
of  the  State,  and  is  much  pleased  at  such  proofs  of  patriotism.  He  orders  me  to  thank  you 
and  the  citizens  who  have  aided  to  fit  out  the  expedition.  He  is  indignant  at  the  barbarous 
conduct  of  the  French  troops,  who  came  to  bum  the  houses  of  Laffuna,  because  they  were 
whipped  at  San  Juan  de  Guadalupe  and  San  Carlos,  and  OenersI  Brincourt  came  all  the 
wav  from  Durante  to  murder  two  old  men  and  a  child.  Such  deeds  are  evidence  of  the 
evils  (*f  intervention :  and  these  sanguinary  and  inhuman  practices  the  French  make  use  of 
to  terrify  the  people  will  certainly  be  avenged. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Paso  del  Norte,  March  6,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

The  Governor  and  Military  Commander 

of  the  State  of  CoahuUa  de  ZaragozUj  f  wherever  he  may  be.^ 

Paso  del  Norte,  March  6,  1866. 
True  copies: 

MARIANO  DIAZ,  Chiiif  Clerk, 

No.  3. 
[TraDslation.] 

government  and  bolitary  commandancy  OF  the  state  of  coaruila  de  zaragoza. 

Colonel  Jesus  Gonzales  Herrera  informed  me  in  a  despatch  of  the  22d  ultimo,  from  San 
Fernando,  State  of  Durango,  that  about  the  middle  of  tne  month  he  marched  on  Parras, 
with  one  thousand  men,  aided  by  Colonel  Juan  Vega,  with  all  the  men  he  could  raise  in  the 
district ;  on  the  way  he  received  an  insulting  challenjre  from  the  French  officer  in  San  Juan 
de  Guadalupe,  so  he  determined  to  attack  that  place  first.  Ho  ordered  Colonel  Dario  Lopea 
Orduno  forwsord  with  a  section  of  his  troops,  and  he  began  the  assault  with  his  usual  impetu- 
osity. But  a  mortal  wound  soon  disabled  him,  and  he  was  brought  from  the  field  in  a  dying 
condition.  Victor  Berlanga  succeeded  him  in  command,  and  soon  gained  a  complete  victory. 
The  enemy  left  seventy  killed  and  many  wounded  and  prisoners.  Three  men  who  weP9 
placed  over  the  city  to  govern  it  were  shot  by  our  forces.  We  next  moved  on  to  San  Carloa, 
in  the  same  State,  where  there  w^re  300  French  and  a  number  of  traitors.  The  attack  was 
made,  and  the  enemy  fled,  leaving  sixteen  killed,  fifteen  wounded  and  five  prisoners.  We 
also  shot  eighteen  fine  horses.  Tnougb  the  soldiers  were  very  tired,  they  pursued  the  enemy 
for  several  feagues.  Colonel  Herrera  adds  that  he  is  now  coUecting  his  forces  to  move  on 
Parras,  which  place  he  hopes  to  occupy  in  a  very  short  time. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you  these  favorable  feats  of  arms  for  the 
information  of  the  President.  I  will  make  honorable  mention  of  the  men  who  distinguiahed 
themselves  as  soon  as  I  get  the  particulars  of  the  eng^agement 

Liberty  and  reform !    Monclova,  January  1 ,  1866.  

A.  S.  VIEZCA. 

Eduardo  Muzquiz, 

Secretary  pro  tern,.  Chihuahua,  ^  r 
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No.  4. 
[TruDslation.  ] 

DBPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE --SECTION  FIRST. 

Tour  report  of  tlie  Ist  January  of  the  Tictoriee  at  San  Juan  de  Qnadalupe  and  San  Carlos, 
in  the  State  of  Durango,  by  Colonel  Jesus  G.  Herrera,  has  been  made  known  to  the  President 
of  the  republic,  and  he  orders  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  is  satisfied  with  the  important  results 
of  those  operations,  and  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  chiefs  and  men  engaged  in  them. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  communicate  this  to  you  for  your  information  and  the  gratification  of 
ill  iBterested. 

Indraendenoe  and  liberty !    Paso  del  Norte,  March  6,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

The  Governor  and  Military  Cobimander 

tftkt  State  of  CoahuUa  de  Zaragoza,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


Tme  copies: 


Paso  del  Norte,  March  6, 1866. 
MARIANO  DIAZ,  Ckuf  Clerk. 


Senar  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mbxican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  April  14,  1866. 

Iff.  Secretary  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  transmit  yon  a  copy  of  a  letter  of 
the  5th  of  March  last,  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  lately  received  in  this  country, 
girmg  an  impartial  account  of  recent  events  in  that  city.  I  also  enclose  an 
article,  in  English,  from  La  Sombra,  a  paper  published  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  show- 
ing, from  data  published  in  the  interventionist  papers,  that  there  has  been  almost 
a  battle  between  the  Mexicans  and  French  who  are  trying  to  conaner  the  coun- 
try afanost  ereiy  day  since  the  arriyal  of  the  usurper,  Ferdinand  Maximilian  of 
Hamburg,  in  Mexico. 

Together  with  the  aboye  I  send  an  extraordinary  document,  just  published  in 
die  dty  of  Mexico,  showing  that  the  usurper  has  made  an  agreement  with  the 
fuBoHj  of  Augustin  Iturbide  that  they  shall  leave  Mexico  forever,  for  pecuniary 
considerations ;  and  that  a  son  of  Don  Angel  de  Iturbide  shall  be  separated 
fron  his  parents,  and  Ferdinand  Maximilian  shall  be  his  curator.  All  the  efforts 
of  the  distressed  mother  to  regain  her  child  have  hitherto  been  fruitless. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  r^iew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  accurances  of  my 
OMt  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOMEBO. 

Hmu  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


No.l. 

Mexico,  March  5, 1866. 

l^are  waited  till  the  last  hour,  so  as  to  give  you  the  true  situation  of  this  empire  and  its 
""^prospects. 

I  wiO  be  as  hrief  as  possible,  bat  I  will  not  confine  myself  to  the  donhts  and  conjectores  in 
IJpM  to  the  absolute  and  relative  position  of  Maximilian,  the  French,  and  the  Mexicans  im- 
P^(Min  the  intervention,  for  opinions  were  divided  here  as  soon  as  Kapoleon's  speech  on , 
^leiican  question  was  known.  Some  said  the  speech  of  the  Crown,  in  regara  to  this ' 
^]^7,  Wis  a  repetition  of  the  vague  promises  with  which  the  Emperor  had  entertained  his 
P*^  who  were  anxioos  for  the  retom  of  the  expeditionarv  armj ;  while  others  interpreted 
a*  wogds  to  Mffnify  a  speedy  withdrawal.  Some  thought  Maximilian  would  retire  from  the 
^^**^  with  Uie  baggage  of  th^  French  army ;  others  believed  he  would  stay  in  Mexico, 
"^"V^Mfted  by  the  &ction  that  put  him  into  power,  and  virtually  sustained  by  France,  and 
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both  cited  authorities  to  snstain  their  opinions.  Some  referred  to  the  activity  of  the  invading 
army,  that  seemed  to  be  making  no  preparations  to  retire,  but  was  daily  receiving  re-enfcvce- 
ments  to  fill  vacancies  in  different  corps  ;  others  noticed  the  concentration  of  the  interveo- 
tiouists  and  the  indiscretion  of  some  chiefs,  who  said  they  were  lo  return  to  France  before 
long.  As  to  Maximilian,  what  is  said  about  his  going  or  remaining  is  to  depend  on  his  visit 
to  Cuemavaca,  or  his  confidence  in  continuing  the  works  at  Chepultepec  and  Palacio,  and 
the  various  preparations  that  are  made  for  the  industrial  expedition  which  is  to  take  place  in 
a  few  months.  The  pendulum  has  not  ceased  to  vibrate,  but  yesterday  something  happened 
to  give  a  new  phase  to  the  empire  created  by  intervention.  It  was  said  that  Baron  Saillard 
was  sent  here  by  Napoleon  to  make  preparatory  arrangements  for  the  speedy  withdrawal  of 
the  French  troops  from  Mexico.  He  remained  but  a  few  days,  and  after  his  return  to  France 
certain  events  transpired  hero,  inducing  us  to  believe  that  such  was  his  business  here.  Ever 
since  Maximilian  am  ved  in  Mexico,  thelittlerest  that  adulators  at  Chapultepec  have  given  him, 
and  the  small  time  he  has  had  to  spare  from  the  devotions  of  lent,  very  pompous  at  thepalaee, 
he  has  employed  in  reorganizing  the  cabinet  and  in  making  many  personal  changes  in  his 
administration,  denoting  a  formal  change  of  policy.  This  change  is  hardly  to  be  seen  in  the 
character  of  officials  appointed,  for  in  selecting  them  he  has  chosen  men  submissive  to  foreign 
policy?  But  that  is  not  all,  and  here  are  echoes  of  indiscreet  whispers  from  the  palace :  The 
French  will  leave  sooner  or  later,  but  France  will  not  give  up  the  firm  hold  she  has  of  Mexico 
at  such  a  sacrifice.  Maximilian  will  remain,  protected  by  Napoleon  and  the  great  interven- 
tionist party  that  will  be  organized  and  armed  before  the  French  leave.  It  is  evident  the 
pure  liberals  will  not  easily  assimilate  with  the  empire.  The  seducing  recruiting  policy  has 
shown  this.  It  will  then  be  necessary  to  face  about  until  the  refractory  are  conciliated.  The 
policy  of  toleration  yields  no  fruit;  some  other  must  be  substituted.  Maximilian  must  brin? 
about  a  reaction  mora  powerful  than  the  one  which  sustained  Santa  Anna  and  Miramon,  ana 
he  must  have  the  moral  support  of  France,  and  perhaps  of  all  Europe.  The  tariff  must  be 
reformed,  and  his  revenue  schemes  must  be  more  strictly  enforced.  Li  fact,  this  policy  has 
already  been  commenced  by  the  followiug  measures :  A  censor  of  the  press  has  been  appointed, 
with  instructions  to  suppress  the  scandal  caused  by  the  libeml  papers  in  discussing  the  pres- 
ent order  of  things.  This  office  is  given  to  Licenciado  Hidalgo  y  Teran,  an  individual  who 
made  his  fortune,  as  you  know,  under  the  patronage  of  Sagaceta,  and  nursed  by  the  ecclesias- 
tical court. 

The  independent  press  will  receive  some  hard  blows  before  this  week  is  gone.  The  depart- 
ments have  been  reduced  to  four;  and  when  Ramirez,  Peza,  and  Esteva  go  out,  Safazar 
Ilarregui  will  come  in  as  minister  of  government,  and  Soroora  as  minister  uf  the  interior. 
Those  going  out  will  be  paid  with  crosses  or  foreign  missions.  Escudero  is  w^atching  his 
famous  law  of  public  administration,  and  Castillo,  who  stooped  to  be  the  agent  of  Napoleon, 
continues  in  the  department  of  foreign  relations.  Other  changes  in  the  administration 
amount  to  nineteen  up  to  this  time.  General  Mendoza  has  resigned  his  place  as  political 
prefect  of  the  valley  of  Mexico.  To  tell  the  truth,  Maximilian  makes  these  changes  reluct- 
antly, and  only  does  so  to  oblige  his  patrons  who  forced  him  into  the  way ;  they  now  force 
him  to  quit.  Maximilian  has  French  agents  in  his  household  who  are  also  partisans  of  this 
reaction.  They  try  to  frighten  him  with  resolutions  passed  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  Mr.  Seward's  notes.  Such  are  the  facts.  Now  we  must  discover  their  origin  and 
their  importance.  Does  Napoleon  really  believe  that  the  interventionist  party  can  sustain  the 
throne  it  has  set  up  in  Mexico?  or  is  he  only  keeping  it  up  till  he  can  get  his  forces  out  of 
the  country  ?  If  the  reactionary  elements  be  organized  and  supported  by  aid  from  France, 
can  they  prevent  the  restoration  of  national  power  7  These  are  questions  that  you  can 
answer,  perhaps,  better  than  we.  As  you  are  better  acquainted  with  the  acts  of  diplomacy 
you  may  be  able  to  interpret  Napoleon's  speech,  and  tell  us  whether  the  intervention  will  be 
sustained  or  not,  openly  or  covertly,  by  European  powers.  Fortune  continues  adverse  to 
intervention,  and  has  lately  increased  the  embarrassment  of  the  empire  by  two  very  im- 
portant events.  Mr.  Langlais,  the  financial  savior  of  the  empire,  suddenly  died.  His  great 
plans  for  collecting  the  revenue  from  the  seaports  had  just  begun  to  be  put  into  operation. 
For  all  they  say  that  Mr.  Maintenon,  the  present  secretarj'  of  the  treasury,  has  carried  out  his 
predecessor's  plans,  no  one  denies  that  his  death  is  very  embarrassing  to  the  government 
He  had  complete  knowledge  of  affairs,  and  full  power  to  act  in  every  emergency.  His  hibor 
was  to  solve  the  question  of  resources,  which  you  know  is  the  critical  question  for  interven- 
tion. In  this  particular  things  have  come  to  such  a  pass  that  they  say  the  confiscated  property, 
not  yet  secured  to  the  state,  is  to  be  made  use  of;  and  they  say  the  desperate  idea  has  been 

Sostponed  from  Maximilian's  repugnance  to  make  use  of  it.     The  other  event  I  alluded  to  is 
le  defeat  of  Mendez,  the  imperial  chief  in  Michoacan.    The  malcontents,  so  often  scattered 
and  annihilated,  collected  four  thousand  men,  and  made  a  stand  in  the  plain  of  Uruapan. 

?iendez,  the  assassin  of  Arteaga  and  Salazar,  tried  to  avoid  battle,  but  was  surrounded  by 
wo  columns  of  cavalry,  and,  to  nave  his  life,  had  to  leave  his  soldiers,  his  artillery,  and 
even  his  baggage  on  the  field.  The  moral  effect  of  this  occurrence  was  terrible  in  Mexico 
and  in  Morelia.  All  the  forces  remaining  in  Michoacan  were  concentrated  in  the  latter  city 
for  fear  of  an  attack,  and  the  Mexican  press,  after  a  timid  silence,  published  the  news  with 
the  customary  palliations.  But  as  the  imperialist  chief  permitted  himself  to  get  whipped 
just  as  the  English  packet  was  going  out,  it  was  necessary  to  invent  a  falsehood,  and  it  was 
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aceordtnglj  reported  there  had  been  no  disaster;  only  a  scare  had  been  felt  in  Michoacan, 
aod  Mendes  had  fi^ined  a  victory  and  taken  many  pnsoners.  Some  of  the  papers,  however, 
added  tibat  the  victoir  had  been  purchased  very  dearly,  the  imperial  forces  were  much 
weakened,  and  re^n/orcements  were  immediately  needed  in  Michoacan.  Re-enforcements 
were  actually  sent,  bnt  Mendez  was  recalled  on  account  of  the  untruthfulness  of  his  reports 
to  Mazshal  Basaine.  It  seems  he  had  captured  three  hundred  patriots  after  his  defeat,  and 
called  it  a  vietonr. 

Beoent  news  from  New  Leon  and  Coahnila  say  the  insurrection  is  entirely  suppressed  in 
Uiose  States.  The  situation  of  the  imperial  troops  in  Tamaulipas  is  very  critical.  Tampico 
is  in  etatinoal  alarm.  The  small  garrison  of  that  port  is  acting  on  the  defensive.  The 
liberals  are  organizing  and  increasing  under  General  Garza,  who  has  his  headquarters  in 
Victoria. 

Mazatlan  is  in  a  more  desperate  situation  than  Tampico.  Ooronas*s  forces  have  lately 
beea  veiy  lyear  the  town,  contemplating  an  assault.  The  State  of  Tlascala  is  already  within 
the  insoneodonary  ssone.  A  force  of  three  hundred  men  lately  surprised  the  small  garrison 
of  the  capital  and  took  Ormachea,  the  military  commander,  prisoner.  The  alarm  consequent 
apoB  thiB  event  reached  Puebia,  only  seven  leases  from  Tlascala. 

If  the  pacification  of  the  country  goes  on  in  tnat  manner,  how  long  will  it  be  before  a  few 
tntoB  and  a  handful  of  mercenary  Austrians  will  be  enough  to  defend  the  empire  7 


No.  2. 

Seerd  treaty  madebetween  his  majestp  and  the  son  of  the  liberator^  D,  Augustin  Iturbide, 

His  majesty  the  emperor,  wishing  to  honor  the  memory  of  the  liberator,  D.  Aug^tin  Itur- 
bide, in  consequence  of  the  first  right  he  had  to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation,  and  his  sons 
doiiing  to  farther  the  noble  object  of  his  majesty,  by  the  order  of  the  emperor  the  minister 
of  foreign  afiiairs,  M.  F.  Ramirez,  and  charged  with  the  ministry  of  state,  and  Mr.  Augustin, 
Mr.  Angel,  and  Mr.  Cosme,'  and  Miss  Josephine  Iturbide,  arranged  together  the  following ; 

1.  His  majesty  will  give  a  high  position  to  the  two  grandsons  of  the  Emperor,  D.  Augustin 
7  D.  Salvador,  as  well  as  to  his  daughter,  Dofia  Josephine  Iturbide. 

2.  Their  majesties  will  provide  the  means  for  the  eaucation  of  the  grandsons  of  the  Em- 
peror Augnstin,  suited  to  their  rank,  as  well  as  also  their  maintenance,  and  that  of  Dona 
Josephine  Iturbide. 

3.  As  a  mark  of  special  protection,  his  majesty  wishes  to  constitute  himself  their  tutor  and 
guardian,  and  to  name  Dona  Josephine  co-tutrix. 

4.  D.  Augustin,  Angel,  and  Augustin  Cosme  Iturbide  promise  in  their  names,  as  well  as 
in  the  name  of  Dona  l^bina  and  their  legitimate  descendants,  never  to  return  to  the  empire 
wi&oQt  previous  authorization  from  the  sovereign  or  the  regency. 

6.  The  government  of  his  majesty  would  pay  from  the  treasury  of  the  state  to  D.  Au- 
gostm.  Angel,  Augustin  Cosme,  Dona  Josephine,  and  Dofia  Sabina  Iturbide,  the  sum  of 
$30,000  down,  and  |120^C00  in  drafts  on  Paris,  payable,  $60,000  the  15th  of  December  of 
ilie  present  year,  and  $60,000  the  15th  of  February,  1866— making  a  total  of  |]50,000  on 
acoount  of  what  is  due  them  by  the  nation. 

6.  The  government  assures  and  is  responsible  for  the  accounts  of  the  family  of  the  libera- 
tor, Iturbide. 

7.  The  government  of  his  m^'esty  will  give  proper  orders  to  secure  all  pensions  to  D.  Au- 
gssdn,  Ai^l,  Augustin  Cosme,  Dona  Josephine,  and  Dona  Sabina  Iturbide,  which  they 
now  enjoy.  These  pensions  will  be  paid  punctually  and  without  discount  at  their  place  ot 
lesidaice,  or  the  nearest  place  to  it  having  commercial  relations  with  Mexico. 

8.  The  government  of  his  majesty  concedes  to  D.  Augustin,  Angel,  Augustin  Cosme,  and 
BodaSabma  Iturbide  an  income  of  |6,000  to  the  first,  $5,100  to  the  second — that  income 
foine  to  the  wife  of  D.  Angel  in  case  of  his  death — and  $1,524  to  the  two  others.  Orders 
will  be  given  for  the  prompt  payment  of  these  sums,  and  in  accordance  with  the  preceding 
trtlde  fixing  the  pensions. 

In  £aith  of  which  the  present  treaty  has  been  signed  in  duplicate  at  the  imperial  jesidence 
of  Cfa^oltepec,  the  9th  of  September,  1865. 
By  order  of  his  imperial  majesty : 

JOSfi  F.  RAMIREZ, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  charged  toith  the  Ministry  of  State, 
ANGEL  DE  ITURBIDE. 
JOSEFA  DE  ITURBIDE. 
A.  DE  ITURBIDE. 
AUGUS.  C.  DE  ITURBIDE. 
ALICIA  G.  DE  ITURBIDE. 
VoL  iii 10 
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Seflor  Bomero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Washington,  April  15,  1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  eend  you  a  copy,  in  English,  of  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  principal  commercial  houses  in  Vera  Cruz,  dated  the  31st  of 
May  last,  showing  how  arbitrarily  the  French  intervention  treat  the  merchants 
of  good  faith  in  that  port,  imposing  unjust  taxes  upon  them,  which  will  certainly 
luin  many  of  them. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  examples  of  the  pretended  blessings  bought  on 
Mexico  by  French  intervention,  blessings  that  weigh  heavily  upon  those  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  live  in  a  country  with  such  a  government. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4nc.,  ^,  ^., 


[Enclosure.] 

Vera  Cruz,  March  ."^l,  1866. 

For  some  time  a  very  serions  question  hjis  been  pending  between  the  commercial  houses  ot 
this  city  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade  and  the  government  of  Maximilian.  By  the  decree  of 
the  latter  of  the  1 0th  of  February  nltimOf  an  additional  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  was  added 
to  the  tariif  then  in  force.  The  commerce  of  this  port  claimed,  and  with  reason,  that  this 
could  not  apply  to  merchandise  in  store  which  had  been  imported  months,  and  some  of  it  even 
years,  before  the  publication  of  the  decree ;  that  the  ver^  tact  that  such  merchandise  was  on 
hand  and  had  been  kept  so  Ion?  was  a  proof  that  .it  was  m  little  demand,  a^d  would  probably 
have  to  be  sold  at  a  loss,  and  that  now  to  force  it  to  pay  an  additional  duty,  not  contemplated 
or  known  at  the  time  of  its  importation,  would  be  to  involve  in  ruin  many  of  the  mercoants, 
and  to  expose  them  to  losses  as  unjust  as  injurious. 

It  was  also  urged  that  such  a  measure*  was  in  violation  of  the  organic  law  of  the  empire,  | 
which  established  the  principle  that  no  law  ever  should  have  retroactive  force. 

For  these  reasons  the  question  has  been  a  very  grave  one  between  the  commercial  houses 
and  M.  RoUan,  (a  French  subject, )  the  director  or  the  custom-house  of  the  Gulf.  But  Max- 
imilian, at  the  petition  of  the  latter,  and  overriding  the  express  provisions  of  the  organic 
law,  has  ordered  not  only  that  the  merchants  must  pay  this  additional  percentage  of  duty 
upon  their  effects  now  on  hand  and  previously  imported,  but  that  if  they  do  not  deliver  a 
full  account  of  all  merchandise  on  hand  within  the  term  of  three  days,  they  shall  be  obliged 
to  pay  sixty  per  cent,  additional  duty  in  place  of  the  thirty  per  cent,  fixed  by  the  decree  of 
the  10th  ot  February. 

It  therefore  follows  that  not  only  are  dispositions  established  that  are  contrary  to  all  the 
principles  of  justice  recognized  throughout  the  world,  but  suddenly  and  on  the  moment  there 
are  e^^tablished,  and  even  in  ccises  of  doubtful  interpretation,  new  systems  of  penalties,  under 
an  arbitrary  legislation  heretofore  unknown. 

These  are  entirely  new  occurrences  for  this  country,  and  have  caused  a  profound  sensation 
throughout  the  commercial  community.  The  tariff  has  been  suddenly  raised  or  lowered 
before,  and  merchants  have  been  exposed  sometimes  to  serious  losses,  and  at  other  times 
have  gained  upon  their  stocks  on  hand.  They  have  never  been  before  exposed,  in  addition, 
to  retroactiw  ]h.\V3  and  the  imposition  of  penalties  as  new  and  unexamplea  as  they  are  arbi- 
trary and  unjust.  What,  however,  makes  this  case  more  remarkable  is,  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  public  notoriety  that  not  only  the  minister  of  treasury,  but  Maximilian  also,  recognize 
and  admit  the  justice  of  the  position  taken  by  the  commercial  houses  of  this  port,  the  prin- 
cipal of  this  countrr,  and  pronounce  the  measure  an  iniquitous  one ;  but  their  fear  of  Napo- 
leon is  such  that  they  are  unwilling  to  go  contrary  to  any  measure  deckled  upon  by  M. 
Langlais,  the  financial  agent  whom  he  sent  here,  and  who  has  proceeded  as  if  he  were 
directing  a  department  in  France. 

The  principle,  however,  that  this  action  has  established  is  a  most  dangerous  one,  and  has 
thrown  commercial  affairs  here  into  the  greatest  uncertainty.  No  merchant  now  knows  what 
to  calculate  upon  or  what  to  expect,  and  the  belief  is  that  this  measure  is  only  the  beginning 
of  a  course  of^similar  exactions  designed  to  meet  the  extraordinary  necessities  caused  by  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  of  Maximilian's  government.  The  ordinary  revenue  ^from  all 
sources  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  even  the  half  the  present  expenditures,  and  the  fear  is  that, 
as  a  matter  of  necessity,  resort  will  be  had  to  every  possible  means  of  extorting  fondi 
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• 

wberevMT  thepr  can  bo  fonncl.  As  the  onlj  class  tbat  has  available  means  is  the  commercial 
commimitj,  it  follows  that  upon  this  class  these  exactions  are  likely  almost  ezclusivelj  to 
fan.  How  it  will  be  possible  to  continue  importations  onder  these  circumstances  it  is  not 
earr  to  see. 

The  English  minister,  it  is  said,  has  already  interfered  in  the  matter,  but  there  is  little 
hope  of  anything'  being  done  so  long  as  the  pecuuiaiy  necessities  of  the  situation  are  so 
jpieat,  and  the  French  continue  to  treat  this  country  as  the  Spaniards  did,  only  as  a  place  to 
take  dollars  from,  and  at  the  cost  of  whatever  8ac^ifiq^  of  its  present  commerce  or  future 
interest. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

WoihingtoH,  April  18,  1866. 

SfR :  I  haTe  had  tbe  bonor  to  receive  yoar  commanication  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
in  replj  to  mine  of  the  previous  day,  enclosing  to  you  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
tomej  Greneral  of  the  United  States  with  reference  to  the  exportation  of  five 
thousand  muskets  purchased  and  shipped  in  the  steamer  Manhattan  for  Vera 
Cms,  bj  the  agents  of  Maximilian,  and  which  exportation  you  desired  should 
be  prohibited. 

The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  already  communicated  to  you,  precludes 
the  necessity  of  any  extended  remarks  on  my  part  upon  this  subject,  except  to 
assure  yon  tbat  no  law  of  the  United  States  will  be  so  interpreted  as  to  place 
Mexico  in  a  position  inferior  to  that  of  her  enemy. 

1  beg  also  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  a  copy  of  your 
note  of  the  25th  March  has  been  communicated  to  the  Attorney  General. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most 
iistioguisbed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seuor  Mattas  Romero,  Sgc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Senior  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  22,  1866^ 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  three  notes,  two 
of  which  are  dated  on  the  30th  and  one  on  the  31st  ultimo,  referring  to  the 
9«xnre  of  certain  arms  and  munitions  of  war  and  to  the  sequestration  of  certain 
inerchandiBe,  said  to  belong  to  the  liberal  government  of  Mexico,  by  right  of 
capture  and  confiscation. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your  request, 
translations  of  the  aforesaid  notes  and  the  enclosures  accompanying  them  have 
been  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  copy  of  whose  answer  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you. 

So  soon  as  the  reports  of  Generals  Sheridan  and  Weitzel  are  received  at  this 
department,  copies  of  them  will  be  communicated  to  you. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H^  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Matias  Romero,  ifc.  Sfc.,  ifr. 
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Seflor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  Unitrd  States  of  America, 

Washington,  April  24, 1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  thelionor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  N.  Begules, 
chief  of  the  army  of  the  centre,  dated  March  7th,  in  Umapam,  and  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  showing  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
line  of  his  command,  and  giving  some  details  in  relation  to  his  last  Important 
victory  over  the  interventionists  at  Magdalen  Heights,  in  the  State  of  Michoacan. 
I  am  pleased  to  have  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Skward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^ 


Uruapam,  Martk  7, 1866. 

Sir  :  By  virtue  of  instmctions  from  the  government,  throngh  its  commissioner,  Don  Pablo 
Haro,  I  was  appointed  chief  of  the  repabiioan  army  of  the  centre  on  the  27th  day  of  last 
February'.  Feeling  myself  unqualified  to  fill  the  position  in  wliich  I  had  been  placed,  with- 
out deserving  it,  I  accepted  it  only  to  do  my  duty  to  the  supreme  ^vemmept. 

My  first  efforts  will  be  to  organize  forces  and  regulate  taxes,  believing  these  to  be  my  most 
importaut  duties  at  first,  because  the  want  of  arms  is  general  in  the  State,  and,  in  fact,  all 
munitions  of  war  are  scarce.  I  believe  the  task  will  l^  hard,  but  I  am  determined  to  beffin 
with  the  towns  in  Guanajuato,  and  in  the  first  and  second  districts  of  Mexico  ;  and  for  tnat 
purpose  I  have,  applied  to  many  friends  in  those  places  who  have  always  been  faithful  to  the 
caubo  of  liberty.  I  have  urged  them  to  help  us,  and  I  think  they  will,  for  the  greatest  crime 
a  republican  can  commit  is  to  kneel  to  a  feeble  tyrant,  so  easy  to  be  overturned ;  and  I  told 
thorn  so.  The  invitation  I  made  them  involves  a  kind  of  accusation,  but  they  are  good 
,  patriots. 

I  am  sure  that  while  the  enemy's  attention  is  attracted  to  places  already  in  insurrection, 
I  will  be  able  to  hoist  the  standard  of  liberty  in  my  district,  and  maintain  a  defensive  till 
other  States  can  organize  to  aid  me. 

The  people  of  Michoacan  have  suffered  immensely ;  they  have  not  ceased  to  fight  the  in- 
vader since  he  first  desecrated  their  soil,  using  every  lawful  means.  This  shows  they  are 
not  wanting  in  patriotism,  even  in  their  greatest  troubles,  and,  with  a  little  aid,  they  would 
soon  replant  the  banner  of  liberty  in  the  heroic  land.  If  the  government  will  furnish  them 
with  arms  and  pecuniary  resources,  this  will  be  accomplished  in  less  than  two  months,  I  can 
assure  you. 

On  the  20th  of  February  last  my  first  division  and  part  of  the  second  had  an  encounter 
with  the  column  of  the  tmitor  Itamon  Mendez,  of  2,&00  men.  The  fight  occurred  on  the 
Magdalen  Heights,  near  this  city.  Our  force  was  1,500  men,  poorly  armed  and  equipped, 
and  without  artillery ;  while  the  enemy  had  all  the  conveniences  of  warfiure.  They  lost  one 
cannon,  all  their  ammunition,  baggage,  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  half  of  their  forces.  Oar 
loss  also  was  considerable.  I  am  now  hunting  our  scattered  men  and  picking  up  the  arms, 
v^c,  left  by  the  enemy.  They  took  a  few  prisoners  from  us,  but  we  captured  a  large  ntun- 
berof  their  infantry,  with  good  muskets  and  bayonets. 

On  the  23d  of  April  last  I  applied  to  the  government  for  honorary  decorations  for  my 
brave  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers  who  took  the  town  of  Codallos,  defended  by  350  Belgiaufl 
and  50  tr^tors.  It  was  not  simply  on  account  of  the  fact  of  taking  the  place  that  I  asked 
the  reward  of  honor,  but  on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  it  was  done. 
From  the  8th  of  April  to  the  11th  my  forces  marched  sixty  leagues  to  assault  Codallos,  at  sis 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  that  day.  We  fought  six  hours  and  exhausted  all  the  ammuni- 
tion ;  not  a  cartridge  was  left,  but  my  braves  charged  bayonet,  and  gained  a  complete  vic- 
tory. The  chiefs  and  officers  who  fell  on  that  day  deserve  the  attention  of  the  government, 
and  I  will  send  a  list  of  their  names  to  the  proper  department  that  thev  may  be  remembered. 

If  the  government  is  pleased  to  acoord  to  my  soldiers  the  reward  I  ask,  1  hope  you  will 
communicate  its  orders  to  me,  and  accept  my  sincere  gratitude,  with  protests  of  respect  and 
consideration. 

N.  DE  REGULEa 
SeQor  Don  Benito  Juarez, 

President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico, 
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Seilor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washingiont  April  25, 1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  jou  the  copy  of  a  note 
which  I  have  just  received  from  SeHor  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minis te^  of  foreign  re- 
latbns  of  the  Mexican  republic,  numbered  167,  and  dated  El  Paso  del  Norte, 
29th  of  March  last,  together  with  No.  13  of  the  oflScial  paper  of  the  constitu- 
tional government  of  the  Mexican  ^republic,  of  the  same  aate,  containing  the 
official  report  and  other  documents  in  relation  to  the  victory  at  Santa  Isabel,  on 
the  first  of  March  last,  of  the  patriotic  sons  of  Goahuila  and  New  Leon  over  a 
force  of  French  and  traitors,  who  were  entirely  destroyed. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  the  paper. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

department  op  foreign  relations  and  government— office  op  relations,  AMER- 
ICAN SECTION,  NO.  167. 

Paso  del  Norte,  March  29,  1865. 
lenclose  yon  No.  13  of  the  official  paper  of  the  government  of  this  date.  contaiDing  the  report 
of  General  A.  8.  Yiezca,  and  other  documents  relating  to  the  victory  at  San  Isabel  on  the 
fint  of  this  month,  by  the  patriotic  sons  of  the  States  of  New  Leon  and  Coahuiia,  over  a 
force  of  French  and  traitors,  who  were  entirely  destroyed. 
Accept  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  H^ashington. 


No.  2. 


[From  the  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Paso  del  Norte,  March  29,  1866.— Trans- 
lation.] 

gotershent  and  anLiTARY  commandancy  op  the  free  and  independent  state  of 

COAHUILA  de  ZARAGOZA. 

After  the  detailed  account  I  gave  the  department  on  the  18th  ultimo,  I  am  now  pleased  to 
nmti  another  complete  victory  gained  by  our  forees  on  the  1st  instant,  and  the  operations 
of  my  brigade  and  the  northern  cavalry  under  Colonel  Geronimo  Trevino. 

0»  the  16th  of  February  last  a  column  of  French  forced  me  to  evacuate  Parras  and  take 
■belter  in  Laguna,  to  recruit  there  and  finish  the  traitor  Maximo  Campos  before  the  French 
c<mld  ud  him.  I  did  not  succeed  in  this,  because  the  traitors  fled,  and  took  a  rapid  circuit 
onr  the  frontiers  of  Durango  and  Zacatecas,  and  then  joined  the  French  in  Parras.  I  con- 
timied  to  watch  that  place  while  two  French  columns  of  eight  or  nitie  hundred  m'*n  were 
WOM^ng  ro«  from  Durango  and  Chihuahua.  I  retained  my  position  till  the  27th  Febni- 
vy.  when  I  heard  that  Geronimo  Trevino  and  Francisco  Naranjo  were  approaching  Parras 
to  aid  m6  with  their  cavalry.  I  immediately  divided  my  brigade  into  two  columns,  so  as  to 
■Birch  on  Partis  from  different  directions,  and  wait  for  the  expected  cavalry  in  the  neighbor  ■ 
hood.  This  was  accordingly  effBCtod.  On  the  morning  of  the  first  my  first  column  joined 
Colonel  Trevifio's  cavalry  at  Santa  Isabel,  three  leagues  distant,  having*  marched  thirty 
leagues  without  stoppin^^. 

Two  hours  after  campmg,  we  heard  firing  in  our  front.    At  first  I  supposed  it  was  an  acci- 
dental skirmish,  but  X  was  soon  informed  that  the  enemy  had  made  a  formal  attack  upon 
our  firoBt.    I  soon  agreed  with  Colonel  Trevifio  upon  a  moae  of  defence,  and  in  a  very  snort 
time  we  were  ready  for  the  fight.    Our  advance  of  forty  men,  under  Colonel  Joaquin  Garza^ 
Leal,  bravelv  resisted  the  attack  of  215  French  and  more  than  400  traitors  for  two  hours,  and^ 
tben  fdl  back  in  good  order  to  our  camp,  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 
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We  then  attacked  tbe  enemy  with  two  columns  of  infantry  on  the  left  flank,  sent  one  for 
ward  in  the  centre,  and  a  company  of  cavalry  to  the  right.  The  fight  soon  became  gener&l ; 
our  brave  men  made  an  obstinate  resistance,  and  finally  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  leaving  the 
field  strewn  with  the  dead  and  wounded,  their  baggage  scattered  around,  and  man;^  prisoneis 
in  our  hands.  The  northern  legion  and  Parras  laneers  pursued  them  for  some  distance,  u 
vou  will  learn  from  the  endoMd  report  of  Colonel  Trevino.  I  also  encloee  a  list  of  our 
losses,  and  those  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  a  list  of  the  French  prisoners  in  our  hands. 

No  victory  could  be  more  complete  than  ours  on  that  glorious  day,  and  I  take  ^reat  plea- 
sure in  congratulating  the  President  of  the  republic  on  the  happy  influence  this  briUiaiit 
victory  willliave  on  our  future  operations. 

The  behavior  of  our  officers  and  men  was  all  that  could  be  expected  from  gallant  Mexicans 
fighting  for  their  honor  and  tbe  liberties  of  their  country ;  every  man  did  his  duty ;  all  shared 
equally  the  dangers  and  deprivations ;  and  all  rushed  forward  in  full  hoi)e  of  the  victory 
with  which  they  were  gloriously  crowned. 

I  can  make  no  special  recommendations  where  all  behaved  in  a  manner  to  merit  tbe  pnuses 
of  their  countrymen,  but  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  Colonel  Geronimo  Trevifio,  Colonel 
Francisco  Narunjo,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Antonio  Perez  Vilareal,  who  rendered  themselves 
conspicuous  for  skilful  management  of  their  commands  and  their  personal  courage. 

I  make  this  communication  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Cuatro  Cienegas,  March  9,  1666. 

A.  S.  VIEZCA. 

The  Minister  of  War,  (wherever  he  may  be  found.) 


No.  3. 


[Translation.] 

OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  GOVERNMENT  AND  MIUTARY  COMMANDANCY  OF  THE 
FREE  AND  SOVEREIGN  STATE  OF  COAHUII.A  DE  ZARAGOZA,  NORTHERN  CORPS  OF  THE 
REPUBLICAN  ARMY,  FIRST  DIVISION  OF  CAVALRY. 

Colon el-in-Chief  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you*  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from 
General  Mariano  Escobedo,  in  Linares,  I  st;irted  from  Vivaldama  with  the  first  cavalry  divi- 
sion, of  800  men,  in  the  direction  of  Parras,  to  join  the  attack  on  the  traitor  Maximo  Campos, 
in  that  place. 

On  the  road  I  heard  of  your  encounter  with  Campos*s  forces,  and  that  a  column  of  200 
French  were  coming  to  his  aid  from  Saltillo.  I  immediately  conceived  the  design  of  attack- 
ing tbem  on  their  march,  but  at  Cabos  I  was  informed  they  had  already  reached  Parras,  and 
were  preparing  for  defence  in  that  city. 

On  receiving  a  despatch  from  you  1  resolved  to  march  on  to  Parras,  according  to  my  first 
plan. 

I  waited  for  the  Coahuila  brigade  at  this  place  yesterday ;  it  arrived  about  midnight,  and 
camped  alongside  of  us. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  heard  that  the  enemy,  450  traitors  and  215  French,  were 
approaching. 

I  immediately  ordered  a  line  of  battle  to  be  formed,  and  wait  for  the  onset.  The  enemy 
soon  approached  rapidly.  He  was  warmly  received  by  the  Monclova  squadron,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Ildefenso  Fuentes,  and  the  northern  legion. 

The  combat  soon  became  general.  The  enemy  attacked  the  left  angle  of  our  line  and  tried 
to  flank  us  with  his  cavalry,  while  a  cx)lumn  of  infantry  doubled  our  right.  The  principal 
attack  was  bravely  resisted  by  Colonel  NAranjo  and  a  part  of  the  Coahuila  brigade.  I  now 
,  ordered  the  cavalry  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Joaquin  Garza  Leal  and  Emiliano  Laing,  and 
two  infantry  columns  under  Salvador  Fernandez  de  la  Cavada  and  Ruperto  Martines,  to 
make  the  attack  in  front,  while  Colonel  Pedro  A.  Gomez  attacked  on  the  lefl  flank. 

The  enemy  soon  began  to  retreat  under  this  combined  movement,  and  we  continued  to 
pursue  till  nearly  two-thirds  were  killed,  and  the  rest  surrendered  at  discretion.  The  field 
was  covered  with  dead.  All  their  horses  and  munitions  of  war  fell  into  our  hands.  We  found 
one  piece  of  mountain  artillery. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  commend  to  your  excellency  all  the  officers  and  men  who  took  part 
ie  this  battle,  though  you  were  an  eve* witness  to  their  gallant  conduct. 

I  also  send  lists  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  oithe  enemy,  with  the  munitions  of  war 
which  we  captured  from  him  On  the  field  of  battle.    The  list  of  our  killed  is  also  included. 

Accept  the  protest  of  my  consideration  and  respect 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform  .'    Hacienda  of  Santa  Isabel,  March  1,  1866. 

GEEONIMO  TKEVIKO. 

The  Governor  and  Military  Commander 

of  the  State  of  Coahuila  de  Zaragoza,  Present, 

Cuatro  Ciekegas,  March  9, 1866. 
A  true  copy:  ^'^'^' 

EDUARDO  MUZQUIZ. 
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No  4. 
[TranslatioD.] 

OFFICE  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE,  BRANCH  OP  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  FIRST. 

Tour  report  of  the  9th  instaDt  has  given  the  President  of  the  republic  ereat  satisfaction  ; 
he  is  rejoiced  at  the  defeat  of  the  French  and  traitors  who  dared  to  attack  ns  on  the  first  at 
Santa  iBabeL  This  g^'eat  feat  of  anns — the  resnlt  of  your  plans  and  your  courage  in  carrying 
them  oat — is  of  great  importance  on  the  frontier,  and  will  have  a  good  influence  on  the  suc- 
cess of  our  fhture  operations. 

The  worthy  and  gallant  behavior  d(  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers,  who  took  part  in  the 
conflict  mentioned  by  Colonel  Geronimo  Trevino  in  his  report,  is  properly  appreciated  by  th»3 
President,  and  he  instmcts  me  to  thank  you  for  the  part  you  took  in  the  fight,  as  well  as  all 
others  who  acted  so  gallantly  on  the  occasion. 

The  especial  recommendations  you  make  in  your  report  will  be  attended  to  by  the  govern- 
ment, with  respect  to  the  persons  mentioned ;  and  the  gallant  conduct  of  all  will  be  remem- 
bered,  that  they  may  be  noticed  in  their  turn. 

The  President  wishes  you  to  give  the  greatest  care  to  the  wounded,  aud  make  a  list  of 
those  maimed  or  killed  in  the  action,  that  they  or  their  heirs  may  enjoy  the  corresponding 
pensions. 

The  great  sacrifices  the  people  are  making  to  sustain  and  increase  the  forces  that  are 
fighting  for  national  independence,  and  the  self  denial  and  patriotism  of  those  who  are  serv- 
ioff  personally,  are  the  surest  guarantees  of  the  safety  of  the  country. 

Independence  and  liberty  !    Paso  del  Norte,  March  29, 1866. 

MEJIA. 

The  Governor  and  Military  Commander 

of  the  State  of  CoahuUa  de  Zaragoza. 


The  abore  are  authentic  copies : 


Paso  del  Norte,  March  29,  1566. 
MARIANO  DIAZ,  CkUf  Officer. 


Seflor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  April  26,  1866. 

3Ir.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  the  copy  of  a  note  received 
yesterday  firom  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexi- 
ctn  republic,  dated  at  Paso  del  Norte,  the  30th  of  March  last,  numbered  175, 
and  a  supplement  to  No.  13  of  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment of  the  Mexican  republic  of  the  same  date,  containing  official  reports  of  the 
complete  victory  gained  by  the  national  forces  of  Mexico,  under  General  Tar- 
razas,  in  the  capture  of  Chihuahua  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month.  In  the 
saine  paper,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  you  will  find  an  official  report  of  the 
capture  of  Hidalgo  del  Parral  on  the  22  J  of  March,  by  Colonel  Vazquez,  who 
took  that  city  by  assault. 

All  the  invading  forces  have  finally  been  driven  from  the  State  of  Chihuahua. 

I  accept  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4t;.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


No.  1. 

[Translation.] 

No.  175.]  Depot  op  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 

Paso  del  NorU,  March  30,  1866. 
In  the  snpplement  to  No.  13  of  the  official  paper  of  the  government  which  I  send,  yon 
will  find  reports  of  the  complete  victories  gained  by  the  national  forces  under  General  Li^ 
Temcas,  in  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  on  the  25th  of  this  month.   •  ^-^ 
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Yon  will  also  seo  a  report  of  the  capture  of  the  town  of  Hidalgo  del  Parral  on  the  23d,  by 
Colonel  Agustin  Vazquez,  with  the  arrest  of  the  pretended  traitor,  political  prefect  Jolio 
Carranco. 
Thus  you  will  see  that  the  State  of  Chihuahua  is  now  free  from  the  enemy. 
Accept  the  protests  of  my  attentive  consideration.  * 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA 
The  Minister  of  the  Mexican  Republic, 

in  the  United  States  of  America, 


No  2.  * 

[Supplement  to  No.  13  of  the  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  repahlic — ^Translation.] 

GOVERNMENT  AND  MIUTARY  COMMANDANCY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  CHIHUAHUA. 

I  reached  this  place  at  nine  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  and  the  enemy  sallied  out  to  attack 
me  very  soon  after  I  came  in  sight  He  was  instantly  driven  back,  leaving  one  hundred 
prisoners  in  our  hands,  many  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  and  one  cannon.  The  city  was 
then  assaulted,  and  by  noon  the  traitors  were  confined  to  their  fortifications  and  the  city 
captured.  The  forts  were  fired  upon  during  the  day,  and  were  soon  to  have  been  assaulted ; 
but  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night  most  of  the  officers  and  a  number  of  soldiers  managed  to 
escape,  leaving  us  three  hundred  nrisoners  and  all  the  munitions  of  war. 

The  fugitives  took  the  road  to  San  Pablo ;  I  ordered  them  to  be  pursued,  and  hope  they 
•are  secured  by  this  time. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  not  great,  considering  the  duration  of  the  unequal  con- 
test.   We  lost  nothine  else. 

I  will  send  a  complete  report  as  soon  as  I  can  get  the  particulars ;  in  the  mean  time  I 
wish  to  recommend  to  the  c:ovemment  the  entire  State  brigade,  its  officers  and  men,  and 
other  officers  whose  services  have  been  of  the  greatest  importance. 

Please  report  this  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  congratulate  him  upon  this  triumph 
of  the  national  arms. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Chihuahua,  March  26,  1866. 


The  MiNisi  ER  OF  War  and  Marine,  Pa$o  del  Norte. 


LUIS  TERRAZAS. 


No.  3. 
[Translation.] 

GOVERNMENT  AND  MILITARY  COMMANDANCY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  CHIHUAHUA. 

Colonel  Agustin  Vazquez,  commander  of  the  southern  State  line,  reports  as  follows,  from 
Hidalgo  city,  the  22d  instant : 

**  I  reached  the  suburbs  of  Hidalgo  city  at  noon  to^ay,  with  the  forces  under  my  com- 
mand, and  immediately  marched  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  place.  The  fight  soon  began, 
and  lasted  till  three  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy  surrenoered,  and  I  took  possession  of 
the  citv. 

'*  Ail  my  men  behaved  gallantly,  and  I  recommend  them  to  you  for  it.  Our  loss  was  in- 
significant, while  the  enemy's  was  great 

**I  will  send  a  complete  report  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made  out,  and  conffratnlate  the 
supreme  national  government,  as  well  as  the  State  government,  on  this  signal  triumph. 

**  I  will  continue  to  hold  the  place  till  I  receive  frirther  orders  from  the  supreme  govern- 
ment." 

I  make  this  known  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  republic 

Independence  and  liberty !    Chihuahua,  March  26,  1866. 

LUIS  TERRAZAS. 

The  Minister  of  War  and  Maiune,  Paso, 


No.  4. 
[Translation.] 

government  and  military  COMMANDANCY  OP  THE  STATE  OF  CHIHUAHtA. 

The  political  and  military  chief  of  the  canton  of  Rosales  sent  the  following  report  to  me 
yesterday : 

"  Long  live  the  supreme  government !    Long  last  the  independence  of  Mexico ! 

*'  As  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  direction  the  fugitives  had  taken— the  routed  traitors  had  taken 
to  the  hills— «I  called  together  a  few  neighbors  and  started  in  pursuit  of  them.   We  succeeded 
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ineatebin^  the  so'Called  prefect,  Julio  CarraDCo,  Ensign  Ijeofilo  Cabeinela,  a  man  named 
M^el  Vargas,  who  sajs  ne  is  a  private  individnal,  and  fourteen  soldiers.  They  are  now- 
confined  here  at  the  disposal  of  the  government." 

This  is  reported  for  tne  information  of  the  President,  and  to  ask  him  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  prisoners  mentioned. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Chihuahua,  March  37,  1806. 

LUIS  TERRAZAS. 

The  Minister  of  War  and  Marine,  Paso  del  Norte, 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward,, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Lboation  in  thb  United  States  of  America, 

WaihingUm,  May  3, 1 866. 
Mr.  Sbcrbtary  :  Beferring  to  my  aote  of  the  24th  of  February  last  to  yotir 
department,  relative  to  certain  duties  collected  in  Acafpulco  by  the  governor  of 
the  State  of  Gnerrero,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  copy  of  a  communica- 
tkm  I  have  received  firom  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  dated  at  Paso  del  Norte  the  31st  of  March  following,  and 
munbered  180,  explaining  why  that  business  has  not  yet  been  decided  upon  by 
the  Mexican  government. 

I  accept  the  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOMEBO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


[Translation.] 

Ko.  180.]  Dbpautbient  of  Foreign  Brlations  and  Government, 

Paso  del  NoHe,  March  31,  1866. 

I  liSTe  received  yonr  note  No.  88  of  the  7th  of  February  last,  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Award's 
to  70a  on  the  same  day,  in  regard  to  the  custom-bouse  duties  ordered  to  oe  collected  from 
certain  American  citiaens  in  Acapulco  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Guerrero. 

In  your  note  of  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  No.  133,  you  said  you  had  receiTed  mine  of 
tbe  2id  of  January,  No.  22,  in  which  I  told  you  what  the  minister  of  hacienda  had  commu- 
nicated on  the  subgect,  a  copy  of  which  yon  transmitted  to  Mr.  Seward. 

I  now  send  a  copy  of  your  note  No.  88,  with  Mr.  Seward's  to  yom  on  the  7th  of  February, 
to  the  minister  of  hacienda,  as  it  is  his  duty  to  decide  the  affair,  which  has  not  been  settled 
fcv  want  of  the  proper  information  from  the  governor  of  Guen'ero^  and  whidi  conld  not  be 
^  on  account  of  the  distance  and  the  insecurity  of  the  roads. 

Accept  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

CUiien  Matias  Romero, 

Euway  Extraordimarp  and  Plenipotemiiarp  of  the  Mexican  RepiMic. 


SeMor  de  Santa  Anna  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Elizabethport,  May  21,  1866. 
8n :  Upon  arriving  in  the  United  States  of  America,  accomplishing  one  of 
nj  most  constant  desires,  it  is  verj  pleasant  to  me  to  ftil£l  the  first  of  my  duties 
^7  presenting,  in  my  character  of  Mexican  citizen,  the  homage  of  my  pi*ofoand 
f^tect  to  the  goyemment  of  this  great  and  happy  nation,  and  the  expression  of 
07  particular  sympathy  towards  your  excellency  in  person,  and  through  your 
Jwdium  to  the  President  of  the  republic.  ^ y,..  v. .,  ^^ ^.€ 
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Not  being  able  at  present,  as  was  my  purpose,  to  go  and  do  tbis  personallj, 
I  have  coromiseioDed,  that  tbey  may  do  so  as  representing  me,  my  friends  Don 
Abraham  Baiz  and  Colonel  Don  Dario  Mazuera.  They  will  present  this  letter 
to  your  excellency,  and  be  pleased,  your  excellency,  to  accept  their  expressions 
as  my  own. 

The  object  of  my  coming  is  to  place  myself  in  the  way  of  discharging  my 
duty  as  a  Mexican  general — to  fight  against  the  foreign  and  despotic  govern- 
ment which  at  this  day  rules  over  the  capital  of  my  country,  and  to  reinstall  in 
that  place  the  constitutional  republican  government,  by  offering  for  this  purpose 
my  services  to  the  eminent  patriot  Senor  Juarez,  who  is  now  at  its  head,  ana  by 
placing  myself  under  his  orders.  I  consecrated  to  my  country  the  better  part 
of  my  life ;  it  has  heaped  upon  me  favors  and  distinctions,  and  I  anxiously 
desire  that  my  last  service  may  be  to  fight  once  more  for  its  independency,  and 
to  re-establish  the  republic  which  I  first  proclaimed  in  1822;  to  set  the  beneficial 
example  of  the  obedient  soldier  and  disinterested  citizen ;  to  reconcile  parties 
for  the  sake  of  the  whole  nation,  and  to  die  withdrawn  from  public  affairs  and 
beloved  by  all  my  fellow-citizens.  Such  is  now  my  ambition.  I  appeal  most 
pressiBgly  to  the  sympathies  of  the  government  of  your  excellency  in  behalf  of 
that  just  cause,  asking  that  it  may  favor  it  with  its  powerful  aid,  and  I  hope 
my  conduct  may  be  applauded  by  your  excellency. 

In  the  same  sense  I  write  to-day  to  Mr.  Romero,  our  zealous  and  patriotic 
representative. 

I  have  the  h<mor  to  offer  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  highest 
consideration  and  personal  esteem. 

A.  L.  DE  STA.  ANNA 

His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Washington. 


SefLor  Mazuera  to  Mr,  F.  W,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Washington,  May  26, 1866. 
Dear  Sib  :  Yesterday  afternoon  we  gave  Mr.  Chew  the  letter  from  General 
Santa  Anna  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  as  to-day  we  have  been  absent  from  the  hotel, 
we  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Chew  has  come  to  let  us  know  when  we  shall  pre- 
sent it  to  Mr.  Seward  if  there  is  no  objection. 

Pray  be  pleased  to  let  us  know  what  has  been  your  father's  decision. 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

DARIO  MAZUERA. 
Frederick  Seward,  Esq. 


[Memorandum.] 

The  Secretary  will  for  the  present  reserve  himself  in  regard  to  the  communi- 
cation of  Genei-al  Santa  Anna.  He  recognizes,  however,  the  personal  kindness 
of  the  general.    After  a  time  Mr.  Seward  may  recur  to  the  subject 


[Memorandum.] 

Colonel  Mazuera  was  informed  by  me  verbally  of  the  foregoing,  and  he  re- 
plied that  he  would  have  been  glad  to  pay  a  visit  of  courtesy  to  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

R.  S.  OHE^,  Chief  Clerk. 

May  26,  1866.  Digitized  byCjO^  .  .^ 
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Se^or  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington^  May  26,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  In  conformity  with  the  promise  I  made  in  my  interview 
with  you  in  the  State  Department  this  morning,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the 
copy  of  a  communication*  addressed  to  me,  on  the  2l8t  instant,  from  Elizabeth- 
pi)rt,  by  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  in  which  he  offers  his  services  to 
the  Mexican  government,  and  my  answer*  to  it  of  yesterday,  informing  him  that 
I  was  not  authorized  to  consider  the  proposal,  but  would  submit  it  to  my  gov- 
enment. 

Your  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


M.  ROMERO. 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  May  28,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  As  one  of  the  many  proofs  of  barbarity  perpetrated  by  the 
French  troops  now  desolating  Mexico  with  the  pretext  of  restoring  peace,  I  have 
the  honor  to  send  you,  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  a  copy  of  No.  14  of  the  official  paper  of  the  government  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  of  the  26th  of  April  last,  and  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  cor- 
respondence therein  published  by  the  department  of  war  and  marine,  consisting 
of  the  following  documents : 

1.  A  communication  from  General  A.  S.  Yiezca,  governor  and  military  com- 
mander of  the  State  of  Ooahuila,  dated  the  29th  of  January  last,  and  addressed 
to  the  department  mentioned,  giving  a  report  of  his  expeditions,  and  stating  that 
the  French  forces  and  interventionists  had  burnt  the  towns  of  Matamoras  and 
Soledad  and  many  houses  in  Yiezca,  all  in  that  State,  murdering  fifty  harmless 
and  unarmed  persons,  two  men  over  eighty  years  of  age  and  a  boy  of  twelve. 

2.  Two  orders  signed  bv  Maximo  Campos,  chief  of  a  column  of  intervention 
troops  under  the  commana  of  the  French  general,  Brincourt,  dated  the  9th  and 
10th  of  February  last,  and  addressed  to  the  associate  judge  of  the  town  of  San 
Lorenzo,  commanding  him  to  bum  the  houses  of  eleven  persons  who  had  de- 
serted his  ranks,  into  which  they  had  I  een  forced,  and  to  turn  their  families  from 
their  homes  on  account  of  the  suppose  d  crime  of  their  relatives. 

3.  The  reply  of  General  Ignacio  Mejia,  minister  of  war,  to  the  note  of  Gov- 
ernor Viezca,  before  referred  to. 

4.  A  communication  from  General  Luis  Terrazas,  governor  of  the  State  of 
Chihuahua,  enclosing  a  note  from  the  civil  and  military  chief  of  the  canton  of 
Camargo,  informing  him  that  three  hundred  French  had  burned  the  town  of 
Atotonilco  and  several  estates,  one  of  them  the  rancho  de  Palomas. 

5.  Another  communication  from  the  same  Governor  Terrazas,  containing  the 
report  of  the  mayor  of  Atotonilco,  on  the  13th  of  April,  giving  details  of  the 
destraction  of  that  place  by  the  French,  who  turned  the  inhabitants  out  of  then: 
houses,  and  burned  every  one  of  them,  thus  leaving  a  number  of  innocent  families 
without  »helter.  The  mayor  added  that  the  French  soon  left  to  destroy  the  town 
of  Rio  Plorido  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  quitting  the  ruins  of  Atotonilco  they 
said  nobody  should  live  there  again,  and  they  would  return  in  a  week  and  shoot 
any  one  who  had  come  back  to  live  there. rnw.c.r^v..C^CsCso\e 

•For  enclosures  see  enclosures  Nos.  5  and  7  to  Sefior  Romero's  note  of  the  J 2th  of  August 
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6.  And  lastly,  the  miniBter  of  war's  reply  to  the  preceding  communication. 

It  seems  to  me  unnecessary  to  comment  upon  these  atrocities  reported  in  the 
o£Scial  documents  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  as  they  plainly  show  the  designs 
of  the  French  in  Mexico,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will  coincide  in  the  general  opinion  that  is  entertained. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  mj 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ifc.,  ^. 


No.  J. 


[From  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  goveniment  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Paso  del 
Norte,  April  22,  1866.— Translation.] 

DEPARTMEKT  ON  WAR  AND  MARINE — CiOVERNMENT  AND   MILFFARY  COMMANDANCY  OF 
THE  STATE  OP  COAHUILA  DE  ZARAGOZA. 

The  resalt  of  our  victories  in  San  Carlos  and  San  Juan  de  Qnadalnpe  determined  ns  to 
march  aeainst  Parras.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  enemj  in 
another  direction,  and  with  this  intent,  Colonel  Geronimo  Trevino,  who  was  near  Monterey 
with  all  his  forces,  was  ordered  to  harass  the  enemy  in  the  State  of  New  Leon  until  we  could 
unite  and  attack  Saltillo  or  Monterey.  He  thought  it  a  good  idea,  and  prepared  to  start  for 
Saltillo  on  the  15th  of  last  month. 

Two  hundred  men  were  ready  when  news  came  from  Cuatro  Cienaji^as  that  Colonel  Jesus 
Gonzales  Herrera  had  to  quit  Parras  with  three  hundred  men,  as  General  Brincourt  was 
marching  upon  that  place  with  a  division,  and  was  soon  to  unite  with  the  forces  of  Francisco 
Trevifio  ana  Maximo  Campos.     So  our  proposed  expedition  upon  Saltillo  had  to  be  postponed. 

Not ynany  days  had  passed  when  we  heard  the  French  had  burned  Matamoras  and  Soledad, 
and  all  the  houses  of  loyal  citizens  in  the  town  of  V iezca.  We  also  heaid  they  had  mmdereJ 
fifty  unarmed  and  innocent  people,  amonethem  two  men  eighty  years  of  age,  and  a  boy  of 
twelve.  After  that  Brincourt  returned  to  Durango,  leaving  only  three  hundred  men  to  garri- 
son Viezca. 

Now,  as  Jeanningros^s  forces  were  scattered,  and  as  there  were  onl^  three  hnndred  men  is 
Monterey,  we  determined  to  take  that  place,  with  Treviffo  and  Naranjo  to  assbt  us. 

I  cannot  here  omit  a  respectful  mention  of  the  people  of  this  frontier.  In  spite  of  their 
destitution  they  furnished  ammunition,  clothes,  and  provisions  to  the  troops  raised  in  their 
region,  and  contributed  nine  thousand  dollars  to  equip  Colonel  Naranjo*s  forces ;  they  also 
gave  aid  to  Colonel  Zepeda's  regiment,  and  even  went  to  manufacturing  powder  for  the  brave 
patriots  that  needed  it  so  much. 

The  best  soldiers  in  our  army  come  from  that  region,  and  the  best  of  it  is  they  are  all 
volunteers ! 

I  cannot  close  this  despatch  without  informing  you  that  when  Commander  Victor  Bcrlanga 
was  returning  from  Guadalupe,  he  was  surprised  by  a  large  troop  of  French,  but  escaped 
with  the  loss  of  a  few  provisions. 

I  will  communicate  the  detail  of  recent  events  to  the  department  as  soon  as  received.  Yon 
will  please  bring  this  to  the  knowledge  of  the  supreme  chief  of  the  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty !    San  Benaventura,  January  29,  1866. 

A.  S.  VIEZCA. 

Eduardo  MUZQUIZ,  Seeretarp. 

The  Minister  of  War,  Paso  del  Nortt. 


No.  2. 
[Translation.] 

GOVERNfiiENT  AND  COMMANDANCY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  COAHUILA  DE  ZARAGOZA. 

San  Jos^  del  Barrio,  February  9,  1866. 
As  soon  as  you  receive  this  order  you  will  drive  the  families  named  in  the  maivin  out  of 
their  houses,  as  their  fathers  are  descitcrs,  and  have  them  burnt,  and  if  the  inhabitants  are 
refractory  I  will  destroy  the  whole  place. 
If  any  of  the  men  make  their  appearance  you  will  arrest  them  instantly  and  send  them  to  me. 

MAXIMO  CAMPOS,  Commemder-in  Chief . 
The  Associate  Judge  of  San  Lorenzo, 

The  names  written  in  the  margin  are,  Felix  Rivera,  Julian  Rivera,  Juan  Carrillo,  Encar* 
nacion  Mata,  Maximo  Aguero,  Isac  Barrieutos,  Cniz  Garcia,  Eulogio  Mesa,  Pedro  Auguiano, 
Bicardo  Madril,  and  Bruno  Mendez. 
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No.  3. 

[Translation.  ] 

Expeditionary  column  at  Lag  una,  San  Josfe  de  los  Alamos, 

February  10,  1866. 
I  hare  received  your  commnmcation,  and  I  am  by  no  means  pleased  with  yonr  reply  to  my 
orders  to  bom  the  houses  of  the  deserters.     What  you  say  is  only  an  evasion,  an  excuse  fur 
disobedience  to  superior  orders,  and  it  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  punish  a  judge  severely 
as  a  warning  to  others. 

If  mj  order  to  bum  the  bouses,  whether  rented  or  owned,  is  not  obeyed  by  the  time  my 
forc»  reach  the  place,  the  whole  town  shall  be  destroyed. 

MAXIMO  CAMPOS, 

Commander-in' Chief, 
The  Associate  Judge  of  San  Lorenzo. 

The  two  notes  above  are  true  copies  of  the  originals,  as  certified  by  me,  at  San  Jos6  del 
Bono,  on  the  19th  of  February,  1866. 

EDUARDO  MUZQUIZ,  Secretary. 


No.  4. 
[Translation.] 

department  op  state,  office  op  war  and  marine—section  first. 

Paso  del  Norte,  March  6,  1866. 

The  Preoident  of  the  republic  has  received  your  communication  of  the  29th  of  January  last, 
relating  to  the  organization  of  a  new  company,  and  the  opportune  aid  of  the  citizens  of  the 
State.  He  is  much  pleased  with  this  proot  of  their  patriotism,  and  instructs  me  to  thank  you 
and  them  for  signal  services. 

He  is  indignant  at  the  barbarous  conduct  of  the  French  troops  that  came  from  Durango,  ^ 
noder  Brincourt,  to  bum  the  houses  in  Laguna,  and  murder  many  persons,  among  them  two 
old  men  and  a  boy,  in  revenge  for  their  defeat  at  San  Carlos  and  San  Juan  de  Guadalupe. 
Sach  acts  are  additional  proofs  of  the  negative  blessings  of  intervention,  and  of  the  inhuman 
ind  sanguinary,  method  the  French  leaders  are  adopting  to  terrify  the  people  of  the  country 
since  it  is  impossible  to  conquer  them. 

Independence  and  liberty ! 

MEJIA. 

The  Governor  and  Military  Commander 

of  the  State  of  CoahuUa  de  Zaragoza, 


No.  5. 

[Translation.] 

'iOTBRNifeNT    AND    MILITARY    COMMANDANCY    OP    THE    STATE   OP    CHIHUAHUA— WAR 

SECriON  NO.  39. 

In  «  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  the  civil  and  military  chief  of  the  canton  of 
Camargo  writes  to  this  department  as  follows : 

"  Persons  from  Atotonilco  report  that  three  hundred  French  burnt  that  place  yesterday, 
allowing  families  to  leave.  They  say  other  places  have  been  burned,  Rancho  de  Palomas 
^  in^ance,  and  it  is  not  known  whether  the  enemy  will  come  on  this  way  or  go  back.*' 

1  send  this  for  your  information  and  consequent  action. 

Independence  and  liberty  I    Chihuahua,  April  14,  1«66. 


'Hk  Minister  op  War  and  Marine,  Paso  del  Norte* 


LUIS  TERRAZAa 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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No.  6. 
[Translation.] 

GOVERNMENT   AND    MILITARY    COMMANDANCY    OF    THE    STATE    OR    CHIHUAHUA— WAR 

SECTION  NO.   42. 

In  a  commnnication  of  the  13th  instant,  the  civil  chief  of  the  canton  of  Camargo  writes  tj 
this  department  a"*  follows: 

**  The  mayor  of  Atotonilco  reported  to  this  office  yesterday  as  follows : 

*'The  French,  to  the  nnraber  of  two  handred  and  fifty  infantry  and  fifty  cavalry,  reached 
this  place  at  two  o'clock  day  before  yesterday,  and  having^  taken  possession,  ordered  all  the 
houses  to  be  vacated,  with  three  days*  provisions,  as  it  would  be  burned  next  morning;,  every 
honse  except  the  church  and  parsonage.  At  sunset  a  general  pillage  began  and  continned  to 
a  late  hour  of  the  night.  The  pillage  was  resumed  next  morning,  and  the  houses  were  huroed. 
The  enemy  left  the  town  in  ruins  this  morning,  and  marched  towards  Rio  Florido,  to  ^er?e 
that  place  in  the  same  way.  The  only  kindness  to  us  was  sparing  our  lives :  nobod  was 
killed  ;  but  they  threaten  to  return  in  a  week  and  shoot  any  one  who  dares  to  come  back. 

**I  beg  you  to  publish  this  notice,  and  put  it  in  the  hands  of  the  commander  of  the  line. 
Communicate  it  also  to  the  governor/* 

I  send  you  the  above  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Chihuahua,  April  17,  1866. 

LUIS  TERRAZAS. 

The  Minister  of  War,  ^c,  El  Paso  del  Norte. 


No.  7. 
[Translation.! 

department  OP  STATE,   OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  FIRST. 

The  President  of  the  republic  has  received  your  communication  of  the  17th  instant,  enclosing 

tha^  of  the  civil  prefect  of  Camargo,  giving  the  particulars  of  the  burning  and  sackinf^  of 

Atotonilco  by  three  hundred  French  of  the  invading  army.  ^  This  shows  their  spite  agamst 

patriots  who  will  not  give  up  their  country's  cause.     The  justice  of  our  cause  will  finally 

unish  these  criminals  for  their  inhuman  acts  at  Atotonilco  and  elsewhere;  and  those  who 

ave  suffered  from  their  cruelty  shall  receive  due  reward  and  compensation  for  the  destruction 

of  their  property. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Paso  del  Norte,  April  23,  1866. 

MEJIA. 
The  GOVERNOR  AND  MiUTART  CoMMATiDER  of  tfu  State  of  Chihuahua, 


hi 


Mr,  Seward  to  Seflor  Romero^ 

Department  of  State, 

Wathifigtont  June  2,  1866. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  communication  to  you  of  the  22d  of  April  last,  I  hfcve 
now  the  Iionor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  received 
from  the  War  Department,  and  of  the  report  of  General  Weitzel,  which  accom- 
panies it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  hjgh  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Don  Matias  Romero,  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc, 


No.  1. 

War  Department, 
WashifUfton  City,  May  30,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  bj  the  Secretary  of  War  to  herewith  transmit,  agreeably  to  the  rec^uest 
made  in  your  communication  of  the  J 8th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  General  Weitxel 
with  reference  to  the  sequestration  at  Clarksville,  Texas,  of  certain  goods  claimed  by  the 
Mexican  liberal  government  by  the  right  of  seizure  and  confiscation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH08.  T.  ECKERT. 
Acting  Aisistant  Secntary  of  fVar. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  StaU 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  159 

'   No.  2. 

Cincinnati,  Afay  9,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  aDSwer  to  the  letter  of  tbe  25th  ultimo  from  your  office  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
on  the  subject  referred  to  in  the  enclosed  papers  as  follows : 

Iminediately  after  the  capture  of  Bagdad,  in  January,  plundering  began.  The  goods  thus 
plnndere^were  immediately  brought  over  to  Clarksville,  on  the  Texas  side,  and  the  reveuue 
officers,  notwithstanding  the  greatest  exertions,  could  not  protect  the  rervnue.'  The  collector 
of  the  district  immediately  called  upon  me  for  assistance,  which  was  granted  at  once.  Colo- 
nel Mejia.  who  was  in  command  at  Bagdad,  informed  me  several  days  afterwards  that  plun- 
dering  still  continued,  and  the  goods  smuggled  across  to  our  side,  and  at  his  suggestion  all 
goods  that  came  across  were  held,  to  give  their  owners  a  chance  to  reclaim  them  tnrough  the 
civil  authorities  of  Texas.  While  this  arrangement  waa  in  force  the  lighter  load  of  goods 
referred  to  was  brought  over  to  Clarksville,  and  was  at  once  claimed  by  the  owners,  (citi- 
zens of  Prussia. )  The  goods  were  attached  as  stolen  property  by  the  sheriff  of  Cameron 
county,  and  the  case  tri^.  .  Colonel  Mejia  had  counsel.  The  State  laws  of  Texas  grant  the 
courts  of  Texas  power  to  try  such  cases,  and  seem  to  have  been  specially  made  for  cases  of 
this  kind,  and  to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico.  I  was  relieved  before  the  case  was  de- 
cided, I  believe.  The  military  acted  in  this  matter  as  an  ally  or  support  to  the  revenue  offi- 
cers. It  did  not  seauester  the  goods.  My  only  desire  was  to  keep  clear  of  the  whole  thing. 
I  sincerely  believe  tnat  no  wong  was  done  to  the  Mexican  liberal  government,  as  all  houebt 
people,  who  know  the  case,  will  testify.  The  revenue  laws  of  Mexico  do  not  require  a  lighter 
to*  have  papers  or  a  clearance  from  Bagdad,  because  all  vessels  which  sail  from  the  Rio 
Grande  are  loaded  by  means  of  lighters.  The  goods  on  the  lighter  Helena  were  represented 
to  be  m  transitu  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  I  firmly  believe  they  were.  They  were  moved  up  the 
rirer,  I  was  told,  to  escape  the  shells  of  the  French  man-of-war.  Mr.  Charles  Worthington,  , 
collector  of  the  Rio  Grande  district,  can  probably  more  fully  explain  this  matter  ana  the 
•ction  thereon.  I  know  he  tried  only  to  do  his  duty  in  this  matter. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Captain  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Brig.  Gen,  U.  S,  A. 

Brevet  Major  General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  8.  A,,  Washington  City,  D.  C, 


8enor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  is  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  June  4,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to-day  of  receiving  your  note  of  day 
before  yesterday,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo 
from  the  War  Department  to  you,  with  a  copy  of  General  WeitzePs  report  in 
relation  to  certain  goods  taken  by  Mexican  forces  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo, 
and  confiscated  in  Clarksville,  btate  of  Texas,  to  which  subject  I  alluded  in  my 
three  notes  of  the  30th  and  31st  of  March  last  to  your  department. 

I  gend  a  copy  to-day,  with  a  translation  of  your  note  and  the  accompanying 
documents  to  the  Mexican  government,  that  in  view  of  them  it  may  determine 
what  is  most  convenient.  Yet,  as  I  would  like  to  have  further  information  of 
what  occurred  in  this  case,  I  think  it  well  to  accept  the  auggpstion  made  by 
General  Weitzel  in  his  report,  to  ask  a  report  of  the  ^facts  of  the  case  of 
Mr.  Chip'les  Worthington,  collector  of  customs  at  Brownsville,  who  was  eye- 
witness to  the  occurrences.  This  will  be  the  more  easy  to  obtain,  as  I  learn 
that  Mr.  Worthington  is  now  in  Georgetown,  Distnct  of  Columbia. 

From  the  slight  knowledge  that  General  Weitzel  seems  to  have  of  the  facts, 
the  information  of  persons  better  acquainted  with  them  seems  desirable. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my 
mo(t  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  Sfc. 
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[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  June  10^  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  informalwn 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  copies  of  documents  specified  in  the 
annexed  index,  showing  the  condition  of  affairs  at  latest  dates  in  the  oriental 
military  division  of  the  Mexican  republic 

I  accept  the  opportunity  to  repeat  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMEEO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^c,  Sfc.,  8fv. 


Index  of  documentM  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  De- 
partment of  bfatt  of  the  United  States,  with  the  note  of  this  date,  in  relation  to 
occurrences  on  the  oriental  line. 


•  No. 

Date. 

Address. 

Contents. 

1866. 

1 

May  16 

General  Garcia  to  the  President 

A  statement  of  recent  events  on  the 
eastern  line. 

2 

May  15 

General  Garcia  to  the  minister  of  war. 

Saying  the  line  south  of  Vera  Crni 
was  invaded  on  the  24th  of  March 
last,  and  explaining  the  sitoaOon 
of  affiurs. 

3 

May  15 

General  Garcia  to  the  minister  of  war. 

Official  report  of  the  victory  at  To- 
nala,  in  the  State  of  Tohasco. 

4 

May  15 

General  Garcia  to  the  minister  of  war. 

Official  report  of  the  victory  of  Say 

altopeo,  by  General  Rgueroa. 
Official  report  of  General  Diaz  on  the 

5 

May  15 

(General  Garcia  to  the  minister  of  war. 

victory  of  Jannltepec 
News  of  General  Diax's  victory  at 

6 

May  15 

General  Garcia  to  the  minister  of  war. 

Patla,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 

No.  1. 

[Translation.] 

Amatlan,  May  15,  1866. 

Sm :  My  htasj  so  often  expressed  to  yon,  have  been  realized.  As  you  will  see  in  my  of- 
ficial note  of  to-day  to  the  mmister  of  war,  this  coast  was  invaded  i^r  the  24th  of  March 
last,  and  from  that  dme  till  now  I  Jjave  had  to  contend  with  a  thousand  difficulties  in  its  de- 
fence I  have  needed  forces ;  I  have  been  in  want  of  arms,  because  I  could  ^t  them  at  no 
price  here,  and  our  minister  in  Washin^on  could  not  send  me  anv,  though  often  requested ; 
and  so  I  have  not  been  able  to  escape  from  the  false  position  in  which  I  am  placed. 

Fortunately  the  enemy  has  committed  errors,  and  was  compelled  to  disband  the  forces 
brought  to  Tlacotalpam.  Thanks  to  the  patriotism  of  the  inhabitants,  to  the  bravery  of  my 
chiefs  and  soldiers,  to  our  constant  efforts  m  overcoming  obstacles,  our  present  position  is  not 
bad,  and  I  have  good  hopes  that  the  national  arms  will  once  more  triumph  in  this  line,  if  for- 
tune does  not  desert  us  hereafter. 

The  enen\y  has  the  advantage  over  us  in  cannons  and  other  elements  of  war,  as  long  as 
he  remains  on  a  plain  bounded  by  a  lar^e  river ;  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  his  situation  is 
excellent,  because  the  courage  of  our  soldiers  makes  up  for  want  of  munitions,  and  we  have 
absolutely  penned  the  enemy  in  the  town  of  Tlacotalpam,  where  he  has  to  hide  in  his  trenches. 
All  the  inhabitants  have  gone  to  the  surrounding  towns  and  villages,  so  the  enemy  has 
nobody  to  govern  there.  All  the  approaches  have  been  cut  off  by  land  or  water ;  and  as  the 
watfer  of  the  river  in  front  of  the  town  is  salt,  they  have  to  drink  that  or  the  dirty  well-water. 
Steamers  cannot  come  down  the  river,  for  our  forces  attack  them  from  thei)anks.    We  have 
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forcet  OD  the  road  from  Tlacotalpam  to  Alvarado,  that  fire  on  every  boat  that  passes  on  the 
river,  so  none  bat  war  steamers  can  now  go  up  or  down.  On  the  banks  of  the  river  opposite 
TlaeotaJpam  we  have  forces  to  annoy  the  enemy  with  cannons  and  rifles ;  and  on  the  west  of 
the  town,  where  onr  encampment  is  situated,  we  harass  the  enemy  seriously.  I  assure  you 
we  ffive  hhn  no  time  to  sleep  or  rest,  and  I  am  told  he  is  becoming  desperate.  Mariano  Ca^ 
]iia»o  is  at  the  head  of  the  hostile  forces  in  Tlacotalpam,  resisting  all  taese  annoyances.  It 
sesms  be  is  determined  to  hold  out  to  the  last  and  perish  under  the  ruins  of  the  city.  It  is 
DOW  ntmored  he  will  soon  receive  orders  to  withdraw,  and  I  think  he  will  have  to  give  up  at 
any  rate,  even  if  the  rainy  season,  now  beginning,  does  not  compel  us  to  quit  the  low  grounds 
we  now  occupy. 

Fortonately  on  other  parts  of  the  line  we  are  doing  well.  Peace  prevails  in  Tabasco  and 
Chiapas  despite  the  reports  of  an  invasion  from  Yucatan.  There  is  no  probability  of  it  now, 
however,  and  you  will  see  by  my  report  of  to-day  to  the  minister  of  war  that  our  forces,  on 
the  17th  ultimo,  recovered  the  district  of  Tonala  nrom  the  imperialists'.  You  will  also  see  an 
account  of  the  late  victories  of  Generals  Diaz  and  Figueroa,  at  Mexteca  and  Sayaltepec ; 
these,  I  think,  will  induce  the  evacuation  of  Tlacotalpam. 
I  have  no  time  for  more,  but  remain  yours  truly. 


Beffor  Don  Benito  Juarez, 

Fre$id$nt  of  the  Mexican  Republic, 


ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 


No.  2. 
[Translation.]  ' 

MEXICAN  REPUBUC— HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  EASTERN  LINE. 

On  the  24th  of  March  last,  after  many  rumors  of  invasion  in  the  line  south  of  Vera  Cruz, 
nid  to  be  formidable  and  commanded  by  General  Count  Thun,  four  large  and  one  small 
Froieh  steamers  appeared  before  Tlacotalpam,  and  a  force  of  infantry  and  artillery  came 
froB  Omealca,  the  number  of  which  I  could  not  ascertain  at  the  time.  I  have  never  bad 
eaooffh  forces  to  resist  an  invasion,  and  have  constantly  been  in  need  of  arms.  This  was 
well  known  to  the  government,  for  I  applied  to  the  President  of  the  republic  frequently,  since 
May  of  last  year,  to  send  me  arms,  as  I  could  not  get  them  here.  So,  fearing  to  be  overpowered 
\fj  the  enemy,  and  hemmed  in,  as  I  was,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Papaloapam  by  steamers  and 
laod  forces,  I  determined  to  cross  the  river,  which  I  did  on  the  25th  of  March,  with  all  the 
forces  I  had  scattered  about  Estang^ela,  Cosamaloapam,  and  Tlacotalpam.  This  was  fortu- 
Bale,  as  the  enemy*s  land  forces  reached  Cosamaloapam  on  the  26th,  and  steamers  began  to 
ply  on  the  river  below  Tlacotalpam :  and  if  we  had  not  crossed  when  we  did  we  could  not 
have  crossed  afterwards. 

I  fermed  a  line  of  defence  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Papaloapam,  from  Chacaltianguiz  to 
Santiago  Tuztla ;  one  column  of  infantry  on  the  right,  and  ono  at  San  Nicolas  as  a  central 
pcHnt ;  another  as  a  reserve  in  Nopalapam,  with  the  cavalry  in  front,  ready  for  any  movement 
of  the  enemy  if  he  should  piUBue  me  m  my  retreat. 

The  forces  of  Acayucam  and  Minatitlan  remained  in  their  cantons,  to  prevent  an  incursion 
ttf  the  enemy  on  that  side,  and  those  to  the  north  of  this  coast  remained  m  their  positions  to 
defend  us  horn  a  flank  movement. 

My  line  of  defence  thus  established,  I  set  to  work,  making  use  of  eveiy  mode  of  defence. 
Rmien  days  passed  and  the  enemy  did  not  appear.  Learning  that  he  had  only  1,200  men  in 
TIseotalpam,  and  that  a  number  of  them  had  been  sent  to  Vera  Cruz,  I  recrossed  the  Papal- 
sapasi  sod  fixed  mv  headquarters  in  this  town,  extending  my  forces  from  Sau  Geronimo  to 
Cosamaloapam,  and  began  to  harass  the  enemy,  now  fortified  in  Tlacotalpam. 

I  next  moved  my  camp  to  a  place  two  leagues  to  the  west  of  that  city,  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  gunboats  that  might  come  up  the  river  to  bombard  it. 

All  my  forces  are  now  in  this  camp,  except  those  of  Cocinte,  Minatitlan,  and  Acayucam  ; 
sad  we  constantly  annoy  them  in  the  town.    Now  the  enemy  is  confined  to  the  town  limits. 

I  wish  to  force  .an  evacuation  of  the  place,  without  risking  an  assault,  as  four  steamers  are 
meboied  in  front  of  the  town  to  defend  it. 

But  if  the  rainy  season  comes  on,  and  the  enemy  has  not  left  the  town,  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  attack  it,  as  it  is  the  only  place  the  water  does  not  cover  during  the  rains ;  and  as  ail  the 
iahabitaats  have  left,  I  must  retake  it  and  let  them  return  to  their  homes. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  tell  you  I  have  not  the  elements  for  a  war  of  this  kind,  because 

rm  know  it  already  ;  but  fate  has  placed  me  here  and  I  must  assume  the  responsibility.    If 
feB  it  will  not  be  by  my  fault,  for  I  have  asked  aid  of  the  government  more  than  once.    But 
fertoae  most  favor  the  patriotism,  the  self-denial,  aud  bravery  of  the  loyal  Mexicans  I  have 
Bodermy  command. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Headquarters  in  Amatlan,  May  15,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 
Ths  MmUTER  6f  Tf  ar,  at  El  Paso  del  Norte. 
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No.  3. 
[Tnoflation.] 

MBXICAIT  RBPUBUC— HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  EASTERH  LIKE. 

Citizen  Minister  :  On  the  17th  of  last  month  the  goyemor  and  militwy  coomuuider  of 
the  State  of  Tabasco  wrote  me  as  follows ; 

''  It  is  four  o*c1ock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  f  arrison  of  Tonata  has  snrrendered  at  di8<^ 
tion  after  an  obstinate  contest,  with  a  guarantee  of  life  and  liberty.  Uufortnnatelj  the  m- 
toty  was  not  gained  without  a  struggle  ;  we  lost  several  men  and  officers.  I  will  report  the 
number  of  killed  and  wounded  as  soon  as  it  can  be  ascertained.  In  granting  life  and  libertj 
to  the  enemy,  I  think  I  have  acted  in  accordance  with  Mexican  clemency  and  generosity,  but 
if  there  is  anything  else  against  me,  I  am  ready  to  repel  the  charges.  I  have  the  honor  to 
rejoice  with  you  over  this  victory,  which  gives  us  an  important  place,  with  its  artilleiy,  anns, 
munitions  and  other  necessaries.     Accept  the  assurance  of  my  appreciation  and  respect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  communication  for  the  information  of  the  President  of 
the  republic,  felicitating  him  upon  this  new  honor  to  the  valiant  sons  of  Tabasco,  whom  I 
have  already  ordered  to  be  thanked,  in  the  name  of  the  supreme  government,  foflr  this  briUiAQt 
feat  of  arms. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Amatlan,  May  15,  ldG6. 

ALEJAKDBO  GABCIA. 

The  Minister  of  War. 


No.  4., 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBUC— HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  EASTBRK  LINE. 

Citizen  Minister  :  Citizen  Qeneral  Lois  P.  Figueroa  writes  me  from  Sayaltepec,  April 
27,  as  follows : 

**  Long  live  the  republic !  Twelve  hundred  Austrians  and  traitors,  with  two  four-ponnd 
rifled  cannons  and  three  twelve-pound  mountain  howitzers,  came  within  my  lines  as  far  a» 
Sayaltepec  on  the  30th  of  March  last.  After  a  severe  battle  of  six  hours  they  were  defeat 
and  they  retreated  to  Tocatlan,  where  they  were  harassed  by  our  troops  till  re-enforcements 
ioined  them  with  munitions.  On  the  83d  they  attacked  us  again,  but  had  to  retreat,  with  many 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  as  in  the  battle  of  the  30th. 

'*  They  returned  on  the  25  A,  marched  out  their  best  troops,  and  oflered  baltle.  They  were 
again  repulsed,  after  cannonading  ns  for  five  hours.  On^his  occasion,  as  on  the  others,  their 
loss  was  considerable. 

"We  collected  ninety  rifles,  ten  muskets,  three  comets ;  sixty  killed,  fifteen  prisoners,  and 
nine  wounded.    Our  loss  was  slight." 

I  transmit  this  communication  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  repoblic 

Independence  and  liberty !    Headquarters  in  Amatlan,  May  15,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GABCIA. 

The  Citizen  Minister  op  War,  Paso  del  Norte. 


No.  5. 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBUC— HEADQUARTERS  Of  THE  EASTKIN  LINE. 

Citizen  Minister  :  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  chief  of  this  line,  under  date  of  the  30th  of 
April  last,  writes  me  as  follows : 

*^  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  von  that,  on  my  arrival  at  Jamiltepec,  the  enemy,  to  the  nam- 
ber  of  more  than  seven  hundred  men,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  having  heard  of  my  com- 
ing, left  the  place.  I  immediately  ordered  General  Levva  in  pursuit,  and,  although  he  did 
not  succeed  in  overtaking  him,  he  collected  more  than  four  hundred  arms  and  much  ammoni- 
tion.  I  also  ordered  the  prefect  of  Jamiltepec  to  gather  up  whatever  the  enemy  had  loft  akoir 
the  road." 

I  transmit  this  communication  to  yon  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  republic 

Independence  and  liberty !    Amatlan,  May  15,  1866. 

ALEJANDBO  GABCIA. 
The  Citizen  Minister  of  War. 
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No.  6. 
fTnuislatioii.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC — HEADQUARTERS  OP  THE  EASTERN  LINE. 

CrriZKii  MofiSTBR :  General  Luis  P.  Figueroa,  in  a  private  letter  of  the  28tlL  of  April  last, 
writes  me  as  follows : 

^'Binee  mj  last  letter  of  this  date,  in  relation  to  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  I  have  seen  another 
dated  the  14th  instant,  in  Pntla,  the  tenor  of  which  is  as  follows : 

•PUTLA,  AprU  14,  1866. 

'As  I  said.  I  began  mj  operations  in  Mistecas.  To-daj  I  took  possession  of  Pntla,  sur 
prismg  the  enemy,  who  made  no  resistance.  The  Spaniard  CebuUos  was  at  the  head  of  the 
forces  on  a  hill.  I  ordered  a  part  of  my  cavalry  to  attack  them,  which  was  done,  routing  them 
completely,  and  pursuing  them  till  dark.  We  took  seventy  rifles,  twenty-one  muskets,  thirty 
Uaces,  and  furty  horses  with  saddles,  from  the  enemy.  He  had  seventeen  killed  and  lost 
twenty-three  prisuners.    As  I  have  no  time,  you  will  please  forward  this  to  General  Garcia.' 

"I  send  jon  this  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned.'*  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  above  communication  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  gov- 
ernment, which  will  no  doubt  be  pleased  to  hear  of  the  progress  of  General  Diaz,  whom  the 
eoemv  has  so  often  destroyed. 

In&pendence  and  liberty !    Head<)uarter8  in  Amatlan,  May  15,  1666. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

The  Citizen  MINISTER  OP  War,  Poio  id  Norte. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Translation.] 
MbXICAN  LbOATION  TO  THE  UNITED  StaTBS  OF  AmBBICA, 

Washington,  June  13, 1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  For  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  United  States  government 
bfbrmed  of  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  decree  of  November  S,  1865, 
ueaed  bj  the  constitutional  government,  has  been  received  in  the  Mexican  re- 
public, by  which  the  prolongation  of  the  period  of  service  of  the  President  until 
it  be  possible  to  hold  a  new  ekction  is  decreed,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  with 
this  note  a  copy  of  No.  11  of  the  official  paper  of  the  government  of  Mexico, 
pnblished  at  the  town  of  Paso  del  Norte  the  8th  of  March  last,  which  contains  a 
coaununication  from  General  Garcia  Morales,  governor  and  military  commander 
of  the  State  of  Sonora,  dated  at  La  Noria,  the  Ist  of  February  previous,  and 
another  by  the  political  chief  of  the  Territory  of  Lower  California,  addressed 
to  the  Mexican  consul  at  San  Francisco,  who  transmitted  it  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations,  in  which  communications  both  functionaries  express  the  com- 
pletest  approval,  and  that  of  Mexicans  residing  within  their  respective  jurisdic- 
tions, of  the  measure  indicated.  I  also  send  a  copy  of  No.  16  of  the  official 
newspaper  of  the  17th  May  last  past,  in  which  are  published  two  communications 
on  the  same  matter  addressed  to  the  department  of  foreign  relations  and  govern- 
ment—one by  General  Don  Domingo  Kubi,  governor  and  military  commander 
of  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  and  the  other  by  General  Ramon  Gowna,  commanding 
tbe  united  brigades  of  binaloa  and  Jalisco,  in  which  they  manifest  their  own 
ophiion  and  that  of  their  subordinates  as  entirely  favorable  to  said  decree.  I 
fiend  also,  lastly,  various  printed  acts  signed  by  citizens  of  the  State  of  Tabasco, 
in  which  absolute  approval  is  expressed  of  the  decree  prolonging  the  constitu- 
tioMl  term  of  President  Juarez. 

I  avail  gladly  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  mv  most  disUncniished  consideration. 

M.  EOMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^c.,  ^c.,  ^c.  r^  ] 
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No.  I. 

[TianslatioB.] 

GOYERVMENT  AMD  MlUTARY  COMMAND  OF  THE  STATE  OF  SONORA, 

In  camp  on  the  Noria,  February  ],  1866. 

I  have  received  with  positive  satisfaction  the  two  decrees  issued  by  the  President  under 
date  8th  November  last,  and  the  circular  of  the  department  which  accompanied  it ;  the  first 
of  them  on  the  prolongation  of  the  functions  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation,  while 
the  condition  of  the  foreign  war  does  not  permit  the  making  of  a  new  constitutional  election ; 
and  the  second  on  the  mode  of  substitution  for  it,  durmg  the  war,  it  should  fall  through. 

The  anomalous  circuHistances  under  which,  unfortunately,  the  republic  is  placed ;  the  void 
or  silence  of  the  constitution  on  this  point  of  such  vital  interest  to  the  country ;  the  spirit  of 
articles  of  78,  79,  80,  82  of  the  same  fundamental  code ;  and,  finally,  the  amount  of  powers 
which  the  legislative  power  of  the  Mexican  union  devolved  on  the  executive  at  the  date  of  the 
l]th  December,  1861,  can  superabundantly  justify  the  first  of  said  measures,  in  which  not 
even  the  enemies  of  the  government  will  ever  be  able  to  see  anything  else  than  the  intense 
seal  of  the  President  for  le^timate  action,  the  closest  investigation  ot  his  determinations,  and 
a^ve  all,  his  singular  sell-denial  in  encountering  a  position  so  trying  as  the  present  without 
other  recompense  than  the  satisfaction  always  causea  by  the  discharge  of  duty,  however  oner- 
ous it  may  be. 

Independence  and  liberty ! 

J.  GARCIA  MORALES. 

D.  Elial,  Seeretarff. 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  Relations  and  Government, 

I'aso  del  Norte. 


No.  2. 

[From  No.  11  Periodico  Official,  8th  March,  1866.— Translation.] 

Consulate  of  Mexico  at  San  Francisco, 

San  Francisco^  January  24,  1866. 

Citisen  Antonio  Pedrin,  political  chief  of  the  territory  of  Lower  California,  says  to  me, 
under  date  of  i6th  instant  from  San  Jos^,  as  follows : 

''  With  your  valued  communication,  dated  27th  December  last  past,  I  have  received  two 
numbers  of  the  official  paper  which  you  had  the  kindness  to  send  me,  in  which  are  published 
the  decides  which  the  President  of  the  republic  issued  through  the  department  of  foreign 
relations  and  government ;  one  relating  to  the  prolongation  of  tlie  functions  of  the  President, 
and  the  other  on  the  responsibilities  of  General  Jesus  Gdlizalez  Ortega. 

**In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  I  acknowledge  with  pleasure  that, 
in  my  opinion,  the  citizen  President  could  not  adopt  a  more  prudent  measure,  because  if  it  is 
true  that  it  might  afi^ct  certain  partialities  interested  in  a  change  of  administration,  there  is 
nothing  more  sure  than  that  none  of  our  public  men  pan  fill  the  immense  void,  which  would 
be  left  m  the  absence  of  the  power— the  lather  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

'*  By  his  side  we  know  that  we  always  hold  combined  faith,  houor,  and  constancy,  sostained 
by  the  national  party — out  of  it,  God  only  knows  what  would  become  of  Mexico  under  actual 
circumstances.  ^* 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  this,  that  you  may  make  report  to  the  President  of  the 
republic  for  his  information.  « 

I  reiterate  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSfe  A.  GODOY. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  Pa$o  del  Norte. 


No.  3. 
[Translation.] 

Government  and  Military  Commandancy  of  the  State  of  Sinaloa, 

Concordia,  December  ^4,  14^65. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  your  department  of  the  circulars  of  the 
5i8th  of  October  and  the  8th  of  November,  and  of  the  decrees  issued  at  the  last  date. 

These  supreme  dispositions  will  be  rigorously  adhered  to  by  this  State  under  my  command, 
for  in  them  we  see  security  to  the  nation,  and  the  responsibility  of  those  who  have  abandoned 
the  republic  at  a  critical  moment  and  gone  abroad.  ' 
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These  excellent  decrees  have  been  ordered  to  be  circulated  in  the  districts,  and  bj  general 
order  moog  the  united  brigades ff  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco. 

•  I  make  this  communication  to  you  for  the  information  of  tbe  supreme  magistrate  of  the 
nation. 

lodepcDdence  and  liberty  I 

DOMINGO  RUBL 

P.  Sepulveda,  Secretary, 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 

Chihuahuu, 


No  4. 
[Translation.] 

Rbpublican  Army,  Headquarters  or  the  United 

Brigades  of  8inaloa  and  Jausco, 

Concordia,  December  24, 1865. 
The  circnlars  and  supreme  decrees  issued  on  the  28th  of  October  and  8th  of  Norember 
from  jour  department  have  been  received.  The  good  sense  of  the  nation  will  see  in  these 
documents  security  for  the  supreme  authority  of  Uie  nation,  and  a  protection  to  the  defenders 
of  national  independence,  in  contrast  to  those  who,  bearing  the  name  of  soldiers  of  the  repub- 
lic, desert  the  flag  and  leave  the  country. 

These  supreme  dispositions  shall  be  made  known  by  general  order  to  tbe  men  of  the  united 
brifades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco. 

Cmake  this  communication  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the 
nation. 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

RAMON  CORONA. 
The  Citizen  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 

Chihuahua, 


No.  5. 

[Translation.  ] 

Tkt  people  of  Tabasco  and  citizen  Benito  Juarez — Acts  requesting  him  to  remain  in  office  till 

the  end  of  the  war* 

Tabasco,  1866. 
Tliird  seal — Fee,  four  reals. — ^Executed  in  the  principal  administration  of  Tabasco,  for  the 

years  1866  and  lHb7. 

Tbe  goremor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Tabasco  assembled  the  inhabitants 
of  San  Juan  Bautista  on  the  4th  of  March,  1866,  to  ascertain  if  they  were  in  favor  of  prolong- 
ine^  the  presidential  term  of  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican 
repnbh'c.  according  to  decrees  iHsned  at  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  8th  of  November  last ;  and 
to  organize  the  meeting,  the  governor  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Juan  R.  de  la  Rosa  was 
named  secretary. 

Tbe  decree  having  been  read  aloud,  the  object  of  the  meeting  being  for  that  purpose,  and 
sll  present  having  manifested  their  will  in  favor  of  prolonging  tbe  presidential  functions  of 
dtisen  Benito  Juarez,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed  unanimously : 

1st  The  inhabitants  of  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Tabasco  support  with  all  their  will  and 
all  their  strength  the  decree  issued  on  the  8th  of  November,  1865,  by  citizen  Benito  Juarez, 
prolonging  his  presidential  term  till  circumstences  allow  the  nation  to  hold  a  constitutional 
election  for  his  successor ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  of  Tabasco  acknowledge  no 
other  authority  than  that  now  exercised  by  citizen  Benito  Juarez. 

2d.  The  same  people  of  Tabasco  express  their  full  confidence  in  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  and 
thank  him  for  the  constancy  and  abnegation  with  which  he  has  defended  the  independence 
snd  autonomy  of  the  nation. 

And  thereby  this  act  was  concluded  and  signed  by  those  present,  with  me,  the  secretary, 
to  which  I  certify. 

0.  Mendez.  Pedro  Fuentes. 

M.  M.  Moreno.  Isidore  Alfaro. 

Comelio  Castillo.  Tranonilino  de  la  Rosa. 

Mariano  Pedrero,  esq.  Jos6  Eugenie  Garcia. 

Francisco  de  P.  Agnilar.  Nicolas  Hernandez. 

And  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  other  names.  r> 
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No.  6. 
{.Translation.] 

In  the  city  of  San  Antonio  de  Cardonas,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1866, 1,  Job6  LeandroDo* 
ming^ez,  acting  subaltern  chiefof  thisplace,  intending  to  give  due  effect  to  the  superior  dispow- 
tion  from  the  headquarters  of  the  eastern  line  relative  to  tb<)  Mexicans  in  this  State,  to  declare 
freely  their  opinion  whether  or  not  they  agree  that  the  well- deserving  citizen  Benito  Joares 
shall  continue  to  exercise  ttie  presidency  in  accordance  with  the  supreme  decree  issued  by 
him  in  Paso  del  Norte  on  the  8th  of  November  last,  and  in  conformity  with  the  superior  con- 
sent of  the  government  of  the  State,  communicated  to  us  by  the  chief  prefect  of  the  disbict, 
have  summoned  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  city  tor  'that  purpose,  who 
being  present  and  being  informed  of  the  opinion  of  the  headquarters  of  the  eastern  line,  and 
of  the  circumstances  that  caused  the  prolongation  by  decree  of  the  presidency  of  the  well- 
deserving  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  who  by  bis  heroism,  constancy,  abnegation,  and  pa^otSsm 
has  lent  such  important  services  to  the  nation,  particularly  in  the  present  foreign  war,  by 
which  he  has  earned  the  title  of  well-deserving  of  the  Americas,  they  declared  unanimously 
that  they  accept  in  all  form  the  mentioned  supreme  decree,  issued  at  Paso  del  Norte  on  the 
Hh  November,  1865,  and  by  the  same  they  recognize  and  will  recognize  citizen  Benito  Jnares 
^President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  in  conformity  with  article  1st  of  the  supreme  decree 
already  mentioned.  And  to  confirm  it,  they  all  sign  with  me,  giving  as  concluded  this  act, 
which  will  be  sent  in  original  to  the  governor  of  the  State,  to  act  upon  it  as  he  may  think 
proper. 

L.  Dominguez.  Winoeslao  Ojeda. 

P.  Valenzuela.  Ramon  A.  Echalai. 

P  J.  Sanchez.  R.  E.  Cecia. 

Manuel  A.  Hernandez.  Teodoro  Rosaldo.  ^ 

Candelario  Ibarra.  Miguel  Hernandez. 

And  forty-two  other  i 


No.  7. 

[Translation.  ] 

In  the  city  of  Santiago  de  Teapa,  of  the  free  and  sovereign  State  of  Tabasco,  on  the  95th 
of  February,  '1866,  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  district  assembled  in  the  City  Hall,  by 
invitation  of  the  civil  prefect,  to  learn  public  opinion  in  regard  to  the  decree  of  the  8Ui  of 
November  last,  in  which  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  republic,  for 
jnst  reasons  of  necessity,  which  he  g^ves,  has  been  forced  to  prolong  the  supreme  goTem- 
ment  of  the  republic  in  his  own  person.  The  decree  in  question  having  been  read,  and  the 
one  of  the  same  date  deposing  citizen  Jesus  Gonzalez  Oitega  from  his  place  of  president  of 
the  supreme  court  of  justice,  and  the  official  note  of  the  commander  of  the  eastern  line,  which 
says  £at  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega,  as  president  of  the  court  of  justice,  protested  in 
the  United  States  against  the  decree  that  prolongs  the  presidency  of  the  person  now  holding 
the  office,  the  presiding  authority  observed  that  the  people  of  the  present  meeting  conld  now 
express  their  opinions  and  wishes  freely  and  voluntarily  in  regard  to  the  continuation  in 
office  of  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  interim  President  of  the  republic.  By  virtue  of  the  full 
powers  with  which  he  is  invested,  and  the  necessity  of  not  leaving  the  government  without 
a  head,  he  was  compelled  to  issqp  the  decree  that  had  been  read ;  and  all  the  citizens  present, 
unanimously  without  dissent  and  without  discussion,  (for  it  was  deemed  unneoeesaiy,) 
adopted  the  following  resolutions : 

Article  1.  Citizen  Benito  Juarez  is  recognized,  received,  and  obeyed  as  President  of  the 
Mexican  republic  till  it  can  be  freed  from  its  enemies,  now  occupying  a  lar^e  portion  of  its 
territoiy  by  force  of  arms,  and  till  a  new  constitutional  electioh  for  a  chief  of  the  republic 
can  take  place. 

Article  2.  A  f  ote  of  thanks  is  given  to  the  well-deserving  citizen  Benito  Juarei,  for 
bis  self-denial  and  the  many  sacrifices  he  has  made  of  his  person  on  the  altar  of  his  county 
by  continuing  in  the  supreme  command  of  the  republic  wlme  it  is  laboring  under  its  present 
trials  and  tribulations. 

Article  3.  An  act  is  made  out  containing  these  resolutions,  the  original  of  which  is  to  be 
sent  to  the  citizen  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State,  through  the  proper  source, 
and  for  consequent  action. 
And  thereby  this  act  closes,  all  present  signing  it. 

Jo86  M.  Bastar.  Cecilio  Pedrero. 

Silverio  R.  Garido.  Ramon  J.  Pedrero. 

Fernando  Carrillo.  Evaristo  Carrera. 

Augustin  Figueroa.  Rudecindo  R.  CarriUo. 

And  fifty-one  other  names. 
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No.  8. 

[TrauBlation.] 

§ 

In  the  town  of  Navidad  de  Cnndnacan,  on  the  37th  of  Febrnaiy,  1866,  a  considerable 
OQiiber  of  citizens  assembled  in  the  hall  of  the  ciYil  prefect,  to  consider  a  circular  issued  by 
the  gcneral-in-chief  of  the  eastern  line,  on  the  1st  instant,  and  sent  to  the  supreme  govem- 
mest  of  the  State,  requiring  the  people  to  express  their  sentiments  freely  in  regard  to  the 
pemaiienej  of  .citizen  Juarez  in  the  office  of  President  of  the  republic,  till  the  conclusion  of 
thepresent  war. 

fW.  The  town  of  Cunduacan  acknowledges  citizen  Benito  Juarez  as  the  only  legitimate 
Piwident  of  the  republic,  by  yirtue  of  the  decree  which  he  was  pleased  to  issue  on  the  8th« 
of  November  last,  at  Paso  del  Norte,  and  hy  which  he  now  exercises  the  functions  of  Pres- 
ident of  the  republic 

Seeond.  The  town  of  Cunduacan  g^yes  its  yote  of  confidence  in  the  worthy  President, 
a^wea  Benito  Juarez,  for  the  energy  and  firmness  with  which  he  has  sustained  the  fiag  and 
honor  of  the  repmblic  against  foreign  invasion. 

Third.  In  eonformity  with  the  mandate  of  the  su^rior  goyeniment  of  the  State  in  the 
nid  drcnlar,  the  present  act  is  addressed  to  him  in  original  by  the  ciyil  prefect. 

Bsfael  A.  Quevedo.  Noverto  Fuentos. 

For  myself  and  Locadio  Ruis,  Francisco  Burelo. 

Hafael  Taraseno.  Manuel  Priego. 

For  me  and  Mr.  Eugenie  Sanchez,  S.  Alpuin. 

Wenseslao  Fnentes.  Evaristo  Trujillo. 

And  sixty-two  other  names. 


No.  9. 

[Translation.] 

In  the  town  of  San  Isidro  Comalcalco,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1866,  the  people  of  the 
place  assembled  in  the  Town  Hall,  by  summons  of  the  civil  prefeict,  from  an  order  of  the 
fopeiior  State  goyemment,  dated  the  17th  instant ;  and  the  circular  of  the  general-in-chief 
of  the  eastern  line  haying  been  read  to  the  people  assembled,  in  regard  to  the  protest  of  cit- 
izen JesQS  Gonzalez  Ortega  against  the  supreme  decree  issued  by  citizen  Benito  Juarez, 
prdUncing  his  functions  as  Priasident  of  the  republic  as  long  as  the  cruel  war  waged  against 
■s  by  FrsAce  may  last,  endeayoring  to  impose  an  imperial  govemment  upon  us ;  and  the 
mee&)g  haying  been  addressed  by  the  ciyil  chief,  stating  that  the  persons  present  were  re- 
queeted  to  giye  their  opinions  upon  these  questions,  of  so  much  importance  in  the  present 
eondition  of  the  country,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

1.  Citizen  Benito  Juarez  is  recognized  as  President  of  the  republic,  because  he  is  the  only 

Con  in  whom  the  Mexicans  have  confidence,  as  with  so  much  faiih.  and  abnegation  he 
Bopported  the  national  cause  and  sustained  the  flag  of  his  country. 

2.  The  pretensions  of  General  Gonzalez  Ortega  to  assume  the  presidency  of  the  nation  by 
right  of  his  position  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  is  disayowed  and  rejected, 
IS  he  Wis  not  in  the  eonntry  at  the  time. 

3.  Let  this  act  be  communicated  to  the  citizen  goyemor  of  the  State,  as  the  free  yote  of 
^  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Comalcalco,  and  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  all  Mexicans 
fsithfnl  to  the  national  cause. 

And  thereby  this  act  closes,  and  is  signed  by  all  citizens  present,  and  by  me,  the  secre- 
taiy,  who  certify  it. 

Victor  Gonzalez.  Francisco  Hermandez  Ubaldo  Gk>nzalez. 

P.  Mendez.  Perfecto  Diaz  Asenso. 

B.  Fuente  Aniceto  Cordoya. 

Jo86  A.  Ferrer.  Jos6  Mariano  Hernandez. 

Miguel  Bosadik  And  forty-three  other  oiames. 


No.  10. 

[Translation.  ] 

lathetownofSan  Antonio  de  Padua  de  Nacajuca,on  the  28th  of  February .  1866,  the  inhabi- 
tants issembled  in  the  prefect's  hall  to  consider  a  circular  from  the  goyemor  and  military  com- 
Buioder  of  the  State,  dated  the  17th,  and  containing  a  note  from  the  general-in-chief  and 
military  commander  of  the  eastern  line,  of  the  Ist,  stating  the  disagreable  and  serious  ques- 
tion that  has  arisen  in  the  country,  and  even  outside  of  it,  in  consequence  of  the  protest  of 
General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega,  while  in  the  United  States,  against  the  decrees  of  the  supreme 
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goTernment  of  the  republic,  of  the  8tli  of  November  last,  and  aspiring  to  tbe  sopreme  nutfis- 
tracv,  as  president  ot  tbe  court  of  justice;  and  tbe  docunients  baTing  been  read,  the  eifil 
chief  invited  those  present  to  egress  their  opinions,  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  ek- 
calar.  The  vote  was  unanimous  for  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  tbe  legitimate  President  of  the 
republic,  to  continue  in  office  till  a  new  election  could  take  place. 

And  thereby  this  act  concluded,  and  is  signed  bj  all  present,  and  certified  to  bjr  me,  Um 
secretary. 

Jos^  del  R.  Perez.  R.  Leon. 

Hilario  Leyva  Jos^  M.  Ramon. 

Matias  Ybancovich.  Melicio  Denis. 

Perfecto  Ramon.  P.  Ferrer. 

Manuel  R.  Alvarez.  Claudio  Rodriguez. 

And  forty  other  i 


No.  11. 
[Translation.] 

In  the  town  of  Huiman^illo,  chief  town  of  the  district  of  ihe  same  name,  on  the  4lli  ot 
March,  1866,  the  authorities  bnd  inhabitants,  together  with  the  people  of  Riberas,  met  to 
consider  the  governor's  circular  of  the  26th  of  February,  requesting  the  opinion  of  the  people 
whether  citizen  Benito  Juarez  shall  continue  as  president  of  the  nation  till  the  end  of  tbe 
present  war.  The  vote  having  been  taken,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  Juarez,  who 
nad  sustained  the  national  cause  under  such  trying  circumstances,  snould  retain  the  presi- 
dency till  the  close  of  the  war. 

And  thereupon  the  present  act  was  concluded  and  signed  by  all  present  and  by  me,  the 
the  secretary,  to  which  I  testify. 

Jos6  M.  Sol.  Anastasio  Hernandez. 

F.  Tronco  Montero.  Anselmo  Hernandez. 

Francisco  de  S.  Colorado.  Jos^  M.  Morales. 

Bruno  Girodo.  Pedro  Priani. 

Bernardino  Fuentes.  Macedonio  Acuffa. 

And  thirty-four  other  i 


No.  12. 


[Translation.] 

In  the  township  of  Balancan,  chief  place  of  the  district  of  the  same  name,  on  tbe  S5th  of 
February,  1866,  the  inhabitants  assembled  in  a  place  designated  by  the  chief  civil  func- 
tionary, where  a  communication  from  the  citizen  governor  and  military  commander  of  tbe 
state,  dated  the  17th  instant,  with  another  from  tbe  headquarters  of  the  eastern  line,  dated  the 
]8t,  was  read,  the  substance  of  which  was  that  citizen  Benjto  Juarez,  by  a  decree  of  tbe  6th  of 
November  of  last  year,  had  prolonged  his  powers  as  president  of  the  Mexican  republic,  as 
an  election  could  not  take  place,  as  prescribed  by  the  fundamental  charter  of  the  nation, 
as  long  as  this  war  lasted ;  and  the  vote  having  been  taken,  it  was  freely  and  unantmouslj 
declared  that  the  well-deserving  citizen  Benito  Juarez  should  retain  tbe  preeidency  of  the 
republic  till  the  termination  of  the  war. 

And  thereupon  this  act  was  concluded  and  signed  by  all  present,  with  the  proper  authen- 
tication. 

C.  N.  Ramirez.  Joaquin  Aloocer. 

D.  Gutierrez  Julian  Quintero.  Candelario  Martinez. 
Miguel  A.  Bustamente.  Sisto  Argaez. 
Severe  Arevalo.                                             Francisco  Lisarraga. 
Calisto  J.  Rubio.                                            Jos6  M.  Tonsum. 

And  thirty-seveu  other  names. 
J.  Domingo  R.\mirez,  Secretary, 


No.  1.3. 
[Translation.] 

In  the  town  of  Jalpa,  capital  of  the  district  of  the  same  name,  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1866,  the  undersigned  citizens  assembled,  under  the  presidency  of  the  chief  civil  authority, 
and  the  meeting  being  called  to  order,  tbe  circular  from  the  headquarters  of  tbe  eastern  line 
was  read,  requesting  the  free  expression  of  opinion  about  the  continuation  of  dtizen  Benito 
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Jttarez  m  office  as  president  of  the  republic,  in  accordance  with  the  decree  of  the  8th  of 
Korember  last ;  and  considering  that  nothing  is  more  just  than  to  confirm,  by  popular  vote, 
(he  worthy  citisen  who  has  eiven  so  many  proofs  of  loyalty,  patriotism,  and  abnegation  in  the 
sacred  cause  sustained  by  the  nation,  in  nis  office,  and  to  declare  that  the  continuation  of 
dtixen  Benito  Juarez  in  power,  under  present  circumstances,  is  in  fact  a  guarantee  of  national 
independence  and  acknowledged  principles,  have  proposed  and  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Art.  1.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place  unanimously  favor  the  permanency  of  citizen  Benito 
Juarez  in  the  office  of  finit  magistrate  of  the  nation,  according  to  the  principles  established 
in  the  supreme  decree  before  mentioned. 

Art.  i.  Let  the  original  of  this  act  be  addressed  to  the  citizen  governor  and  military  com- 
mander of  the  state  for  his  superior  information  and  consequent  action. 
Done  in  duplicate,  and  signed  by  all  present,  and  attested  by  the  secretary. 
Feliciana  Martinez.  Sisto  Garcia. 

Jos^  Rafael  Ferrer.  Joed  Antonio  Zapata. 

J.  Maricio  Ferrer.  Vicente  Ferrer. 

Manuel  M.  Caralvo.  Pomposo  Martinez. 

Antonio  Ortiz.  Francisco  Ferrer. 

And  fifty  other  names. 
Jos6  D.  GUZM AK,  Secretary. 


No.  14. 

[Translation.] 

In  the  town  of  San  Marcos  del  Paraiso,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1866,  a  great  number  of 
inhabitants  having  met  in  the  City  Hall  by  special  invitation  of  citizen  Faustino  Morales, 
•ubalt^n  civil  chief  of  this  place,  who  presidea  at  the  meeting  and  stated  that  a  communica- 
tion of  the  35th  instant,  relative  to  the  decrees  issued  by  the  supreme  government  of  the 
republic  at  Paso  del  Norte  on  the  8th  of  November  last,  prolonging  the  functions  of  the  actual 

5 resident  till  the  end  of  the  foreisni  war,  required  the  vote  of  the  people  thereon ;  and  the 
ecree  prosecuting  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega  having  been  read  with  the  other,  the  vote 
wis  taken  whether  citizen  Benito  Juarez  should  continue  to  hold  the  supreme  power  of  the 
repablic    It  was  resolved  that  as  there  were  good  and  powerful  reasons  for  the  supreme 

Eremment  to  issue  those  important  documents,  as,  owing  to  a  state  of  war,  no  election  for 
\  successor  could  take  the  place ;  and  considering  that  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  for  the  con- 
•teocy  and  firmness  with  which  he  had  sustained  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  nation  in  its 
wolonged  contest  with  France,  not  only  deserves  the  public  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
but  deserves  to  be  made  perpetual  president  of  the  magnanimous  and  powerful  Mexican  re- 
pablic,  because  he  has  won  a  reputation  for  it  far  superior  to  the  decrepit  nations  of  Europe, 
tod  has  sustained  its  standard  with  dignity,  maintaining  the  national  autonomy,  which  has 
aever  swerved  from  the  great  principles  contained  in  the  code  of  1857 ;  the  people  therefore 
will  that  he  continue  in  command  according  to  the  prescriptions  of  the  said  decrees,  and 
idopt  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  The  inliabitants  of  the  town  of  Paraiso,  loving  and  admiring  the  great  civic  virtues  that 
•dom  the  enlightened  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  and  having  a  decided  confidence  in  his  loyaltv, 
coDstaney,  and  abnegation  in  defence  of  the  independence  of  his  country,  all  agree  that  he 
iball  continue  to  direct  the  supreme  destiny  of  the  country,  as  directed  by  the  decree  of  the 
Htk  of  November  last. 

2.  That  a  copy  of  this  act  be  sent  to  the  civil  chief  of  the  district,  to  be  communicated  to 
the  nperior  government  of  the  state  and  to  the  chief  of  the  eastern  line,  giving  the  opinions 
Md  votes  of  the  subscribers. 

And  thereupon  the  meetipg  adjourned,  after  the  act  had  been  signed  by  all  present  and  by 
me,  the  secretary,  who  testi&s  to  the  same. 

Faustino  Morales.  Cenobio  de  los  Santos. 

Francisco  Magana.  For  me  and  citizens  Bonifacio 

Gabino  de  los  Santos.  Coliado,  Juan  Hidalgo  Bal- 

For  citizens  Florencio  Tejada,   Job6  boa,  Josd  Maria  Sanchez,  and 

Angel  T^ada,  and  Luis  Alejandro —  Joaquin   Pelegrino — Castulo 

Francisco  Magana.  A.  Vera. 

And  forty-one  other  names. 
This  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  and  I  certify  to  it.  « 

PETRONILO  MAGANA,  Seeretmry, 


No.  15. 

[Translation.] 

Itt  the  town  of  Santa  Cruz  de  Chichicapa,  district  of  Comalcalco,  on  the  3d  day  of  March, 
b66,  the  inhabitants  assembled  in  tiie  town  hall  by  invitation  of  the  subaltern  civil  chief^ 
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who  read  a  coammiicatioii  from  the  commaodar  of  the  eastern  Uoe,  sabmitting  an  impottant 
question  to  the  deciaion  oi  the  people,  nainelj,  the  attempt  of  General  Jesos  Gonzalez  Ortega 
to  rob  the  presidency  from  the  worthy  citizen  Benito  Juurez.  Considering  that  the  sapreme 
decree  of  the  8th  of  November  Ias«t,  issued  in  Paso  del  Norte,  is  a  just  and  necessary  measure, 
as  it  faves  us  from  a  crisis,  because  an  election  for  president  cannot  take  place,  on  account 
of  war,  in  accordance  with  the  fundamental  code  or  1857,  and  as  citizen  Juarez  could  not 
vacate  the  place,  because  citizen  Gonzalez  Ortega,  who  was  to  fill  it,  was  absent  at  the  time; 
and  whereas  war  should  settle  all  home  disputes,  the  people  of  Chichicapa,  free  to  vote  on 
national  questions,  liave  agreed  upon  and  adopted  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  The  weil-de^erviug  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  as  the  onlv  man  whom  the  Mexicans  have 
trusted  and  can  trust,  is  acknowledged  and  shall  be  recognized  as  President  of  the  i^ublie. 

2.  We  reject  the  protest  of  Greneral  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega  against  the  supreme  decree  of 
the  8th  of  5f ovomber  last,  with  all  our  energy  add  power. 

3.  We  also  reject  any  other  future  protest  that  may  be  made  against  the  acts  of [reet 

*  of  the  pamphlet  is  wanting.  ] 


Sdiar  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Washington,  June  14,  1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  jon  the  copy  of  a  letter  I 
received  yesterday  from  a  reliable  person  in  Bordeaux,  dated  the  3l8t  of  May 
last,  giving  me  some  important  information  relative  to  the  intentions  and  plans 
of  the  Frendi  government  in  regard  to  Mexico.  You  are  a  better  jadge  than  I 
am  of  the  importance  to  be  attached  to  the  information  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
communicate  to  your  department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H;  Sbward,  4^.,  Sfc^  Sfc, 


Bordeaux,  Afay,  31, 1856. 

Much  Esteem  bd  Friend  :       •  *  •  •  •  • 

An  ex-minister  of  Maximilian  writes  from  Paris  to  an  acquaintance  here,  that  since  the 
Austrian  volunteers  that  were  about  to  embark  for  Vera  Cruz  were  disbanded  at  Mr.  Seward's 
request,  an  eifort  is  being  made  to  retain  most  of  the  French  soldiers  in  Mexico  under  Mexican 
colors.  I  heard  another  person  assure  that  a  loan  of  six  millions  of  dollars  a  year  for  four 
years  was  negotiating  in  France,  to  be  secured  bj  the  pledge  of  mineral  lands  to  be  worked 
by  a  French  company,  with  the  privilege  of  shipping  the  ore  to  Europe  to  be  reduced. 

Don  Manuel  Larrainzar,  who  went  to  St.  Petersburg  as  agent  for  Maximilian,  to  solicit  the 
recognition  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  writes  to  an  acquaintance  on  the  25th  instant  as 
follows : 

**  On  passing  through  Paris  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys;  and,  in  spite 
of  the  opposition  of  a  certain  party  and  the  embarrassing  position  in  which  the  Emperor  will 
be  placed,  I  think  the  French  government  will  examine  Mexican  afifairs  in  all  particulars,  and 
will  endeavor  to  solve  them  so  as  to  leave  the  government  of  our  august  sovereign  free  and 
unembarrassed." 

Senor  Don  Matias  Romero,  Washifigton, 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.  J 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  June  14,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :   I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  for  the  information  of 

the  govepment  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  No.  16  of  the  official  paper  of 

the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  17th  of  May  last,  embracing 

two  communications  from  General  Corona,  chief  of  the  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and 
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JaHico,  dated  the  Slst  and  23d  of  Marcli  last,  containiDg  his  official  report  of 
the  advantages  gained  bj  the  national  forces  in  the  first  of  those  states  mentioned 
over  the  French  forces  and  interventionists,  from  the  18th  to  the  22d  of  the  month 
mentioned,  in  the  vicinity  of  Mazatlan,  and  the  answer  of  the  minister  of  war 
to  those  communications  on  the  9th  of  May  last.  The  annexed  paper  also 
cotituns  a  communication  from  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Sinaloa,  dated  7th  of 
Apnl  last,  transmitting  a  note  of  General  Corona  giving  an  account  of  other 
advantages  over  the  interventionists  at  Gaudalupe,  and  the  minister  of  war's 
answer  thereto.  General  Don  Ignacio  Mejia,  in  the  president's  name. 

Ton  will  also  find  in  the  same  paper  the  official  report  of  General  Garcia 
Morales,  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  state  of  Sonora,  on  the  taking 
of  Magdnlena,  a  town  of  that  state,  garrisoned  by  interventionists. 

I  accept  the  occasion  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  4^.,  ifc. 


No.  1- 


[Frm  No.  16  of  tbe  official  pa]|Brs  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the   Mexican  re* 
public,  printed  at  Paso  del  Norte,  the  17th  of  May,  1866. — Translation.] 

UPUBUCAM  ARMY— UHITED   BRIGADES  OF   SINALOA   AND   JALISCO— ^3ENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

On  tbe  18th  instant  the  enemy,  to  the  namher  of  four  hundred  French  and  six  hundred  traitors 
node  their  appearance.  Commander  Miramontes  drove  them  hack  from  Urias  to  Castillo. 
Commander  Puitado  marched  out  with  a  squad  of  the  liherij  guides  to  reconnoitre  and  protect 
Miiamontes.  He  met  the  enemy  at  Quemado,  a  vanguard  of  traitors  and  African  hunters, 
ftod  drove  him  hack  to  Castillo,  killing  six,  picking  up  two  muskets,  two  lancee,  and  a 
sword ;  we  losing  one  second  sergeant  killed,  and  one  first  slightly  wounded.  T}ie  enemy 
rmamed  at  Castillo  that  night,  and  Commander  Pintado  continued  his  reconnoissance  in 
front 

On  the  19th  the  enemy  set  out  for  Presidio,  and  I  started  towards  Quemado,  by  Mariel, 
with  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  Ligera  Mixta,  to  flank  him.  We  reached  the  main 
n«4  by  noon,  and  found  the  enemy  had  passed.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Parra,  with  a  part  of 
Kvnirea^s  corpe,  brought  up  the  rear,  together  with  the  second  brigade  and  the  Guias  de  Jalisco. 
Befiore  reaching  the  river  we  learned  that  the  enemy  had  encamped  on  its  banks.  I  ordered 
LbotenaQt  Colonel  Parra  to  take  a  circuit  to  the  river,  and  General  Gutierrez  to  do  the  same 
^J  another  route.  They  both  reached  the  river  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  without  accident, 
ud  found  themselves  facing  the  enemy  in  Persidio.  On  our  approach  a  column  of  French 
riflcB  marched  down  the  bank  of  the  river  in  front  of  us.  I  re-enforced  Parra  with  a  company 
of  Qnias  de  Jalisco,  and  ordered  him  to  charge  the  enemy  on  the  right  flank,  which  he  did 
with  so  much  spirit  that  the  traitors  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  many  killed,  and,  among 
^licai,  tbe  famous  a8.«assin  Mauricio  Castaueda.  The  second  brigade,  with  two  mountain 
howhKrs,  attacked  tbe  centre.  The  Bamirez  brigade  fell  on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  and, 
>^  a  hard  contest,  succeeded  in  driving  him  to  the  suburbs,  breaking  his  line  of  battle. 
Wiat  of  ammunition  caused  the  attacking  party  some  anxiety,  until  it  was  supplied  by  the 
fint  briirade.  The  attack  was  now  renewed  with  such  force  the  French  were  forced  into  the 
t^^wD,  where  Colonel  Tolentino  compelled  them  to  capitulate.  While  negotiations  were  pending 
fhe  enemy  was  re-enforced,  and  our  troops  had  to  retire  precipitately,  leaving  two  howitzers 
hi  the  enemy's  possession.  I  withdrew  to  take  care  of  my  wounded,  and  ordered  Colonel 
Parra  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Francisco  Tolentino  to  annoy  the  enemy,  supported  by  General 
Gutierrez., 

As  I  have  no  reports  yet,  I  cannot  say  how  many  men  we  have  lost,  but  I  know  our  loss  is 
cottiderable.  Among  our  officers.  Lieutenant  Colonel  George  Granados,  Commander  Miguel 
Jwefrina.  Captain  Geronimo  Saavedra,  and  Lieutenant  Tiburcio  Serrano  were  wounded. 
The  city's  loos  ja  oreat,  for  I  have  seen  many  dead  French  and  traitors  on  the  field.  Most  of 
tht  traitors  scattered,  and  twenty -three  have  come  into  my  lines. 

There  was  a  slight  skirmish  about  night.  Commander  Donato  Guerra  reports  that  he 
^^taeked  the  enemy  at  Palos  Prietos,  and  drove  him  into  the  town. 

On  the  morninfi^  of  the  20th  Commander  Pintado  attacked  the  enemy  near  Aguacaliente,  and 
^rove  him  from  his  trenches,  with  the  loss  of  only  six  killed.  Firing  of  artillery  and  musketry 
WIS  continued  during  the  day.  At  night  tbe  traitors  and  French  tried  to  water  some  horses 
at  the  ri?er,  bat  we  <uove  them  away,  killing  three  of  them. 
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Yon  will  inform  the  minister  of  war  that  I  will  give  a  det^ed  report  as  soon  as  I  can  get 
the  necessary  information. 
Independence  and  the  country !  Camp  at  Garita,  fronting  the  Presidio.  March  21,  1866L 

KAMON  CORONA. 
CitizeA  Governor  of  the  State,  Culiacan. 


No.  2. 
[Tranalation.] 

REPUBLICAN  ARMY— UNITED  BRIGADES   OF   SINALOA  AND  JALISCO— GENERAL-IN-CHIEP. 

Citizen  Governor  :  I  have  already  ffiv^n  an  account  of  events  at  Presidio  up  to  theeveomg 
of  the  20th  instant.  There  was  a  little  firing  that  night  On  the  morning  of  the  21  st  the  enemy 
ag^n  approached  the  river  and  was  driven  oack  with  no  loss  on  our  side.  The  next  day  theie 
was  a  SKumish  in  which  we  lamented  the  loss  of  our  brave  Commander,  C.  Juan  Miramontei. 

At  seven  in  the  evening  the  enemy  attracted  our  attention  in  several  places,  and  finally 
escaped  towards  Balamo,  along  the  river  road.  At  eight  all  our  line  was  on  the  move,  and! 
ordered  Colonel  Francisco  Tolentino,  with  a  part  of  his  corps,  to  cut  ofiT  the  enemy*0  retreatt 
which  he  did  ;  however,  the  land  was  so  broken  and  tlie  enemy's  hurry  so  great,  he  managed 
to  get  by,  and  we  had  to  follow  him  with  the  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Eulog^o  Plana  and 
Commander  Leonardo  Pintado,  a  league  beyond  the  river. 

The  narrowness  of  the  road  prevented  the  effective  action  af  the  cavalry.  In  view  of  this,  I 
ordered  a  portion  of  the  infantry  in  front,  under  Captain  Noriega  and  Commander  C.  Aaceneion 
G.  Calvillo,  as  aid.  They  pursued  the  flying  enemy  till  five  in  the  morning,  when  we  stopped 
to  rest,  as  our  forces  wore  much  fatigued,  and  the  enemy  had  got  under  shelter  of  their 
gunboats.  He  left  three  dead.  We  lost  two  men  at  Balamo,  and  Captain  Maximiano  Ranures 
was  wounded ;  further  on,  another  soldier  was  wounded,  and  before  we  arrived  at  the  river 
bank  one  of  our  men  was  killed  and  two  wounded  in  the  Degollano  battalion.  After  setting 
fire  to  some  houses  in  Presidio,  and  destroying  a  cotton  factory,  the  enemy  retreated  rapidly, 
closely  pursued  by  our  men,  and  left  the  following  effects  on  the  road:  7  loads  of  ammunition, 
98  muskets,  2  mountain  pieces,  15  sacks  of  flour,  sugar,  bread  and  coffee,  5  loads  of  baggage, 
27  harnessed  mules,  and  5  horses. 

On  my  return  to  Presidio  I  orderd  the  tents  to  be  struck,  and  82  bodies  to  be  buried ;  €1 
of  these  were  republicans,  whose  name,  rank,  and  station  are  on  the  list ;  76  were  wounded, 
which  I  sent  to  the  hospital.  These  events  happened  from  the  19th  to  the  22d  of  the  present 
month.  Tou  will  perceive  that  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  is  about  equal;  hot  I 
account  for  this  by  hearing  that  the  enemy  took  no  prisoners,  for  the  15  that  were  takes  from 
us  on  the  19th  were  shot  as  soon  as  all  important  information  could  be  extorted  from  them. 

400  French  and  600  traitors  left  the  port  with  six  mountain  howitzers  and  one  field-piece : 
and  250  FreAch,  with  77  wounded,  and  250  traitors,  with  20  wounded  and  li  field-pieces,  left 
Presidio  at  the  same  time. 

I  am  trying  to  find  if  the  missing  pieces  are  buried  or  hid  in  the  thicket.  The  French  at 
the  port  speak  in  terror  of  the  bravery  of  our  soldiers,  and  in  fact  I  must  say  they  all  did 
their  duty, 

I  send  you  this  communication  for  the  information  of  the  war  department. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Union  Villa,  March  23,  1866. 

RAMO  CORONA 

Citizen  Governor  of  the  State,  Culiacan, 


No.  3. 

[Translation.] 

department  of  state,  office  op  war  and  marine—section  first. 

By  your  communications  of  the  21st  and  23d  of  March  of  this  year  from  the  chief  of  the 
united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco,  the  citizen  president  of  the  republic  is  informed  of 
the  military  operations  on  the  18th  and  22d  of  this  month,  in  which  400  French  and  600 
traitors,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery,  were  driven  out  of  Mazatlan  and  pursued  as  far  as  Presidio. 

The  persevering  courage  of  our  troops  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  as  far  as  Presidio,  causing 
him  great  loss,  has  broken  up  his  intended  expedition  into  the  interior,  and  been  of  sigiuu 
*  service  to  the  national  cause.  The  enemy  must  now  be  convinced  that  it  is  impossible  to 
subjugate  us,  as  the  patriotism  of  true  Mexicans  cannot  be  extinguished. 
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The  8noC6S8  of  the  stratefrj  of  the  jifeneraUin-chief  of  the  united  brigades  of  the  Sinaloa  and 

Jiiisco,  and  Uie  tvorthj  conauct  of  his  subalterns  in  the  different  eng'Hgements,  shows  that  the 

expedition  has  been  properij  condn<  ted,  and  the  triumphant  result  gives  great  satisfaction  to  the 

citizen  ])resident,  who  instructs  me  to  congratulate  you,  and  g^ve  you  his  most  cordial  thanks. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Paso  del  Norte,  May  9,  1866. 

MEJIA. 
Citizen  GoYERNOR  and  Military  Commander 

oftke  StaU  of  Sinaloa^  Culiaean. 


No.  4. 

[Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT     OF    60YERNMENT    AND    MILITARY    COMMANDANCY    OF    THE    STATE    OF 

SINALOA. 

Tbe  citisen  general:in-ch!ef  of  the  united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco  makes  the  follow- 
ing communication  to  this  government,  from  the  Labor  estate,  on  the  6th  instant : 

General  Guasman  writes  me  on  the  24th  ultimo  that  his  brigade  was  surprised  in  Guajicori, 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  a  larg^  body  of  Lozada's  traitors,  and  the  town  was  set 
on  fire  for  tbe  fourth  time.  He  has  not  yet  given  me  an  account  of  his  losses.  On  the  27th 
be  writes  me  from  Agua  Caliente  that  all  his  scattered  forces  have  not  yet  been  collected ; 
tbtt  he  laments  the  loss  of  Major  Francisco  Cruz  Pena,  Santos  Flores,  lieutesant  of  the  fourth 
osmpany  of  the  Pueblos  Uniaos  battalion,  and  twelve  men,  names  unknown.  He  does  not 
know  the  enemy's  loss,  though  be  saw  several  new  graves  near  tbe  Guajicori  church,  and 
knows  that  one  corpse  was  carried  as  far  as  Acaponeta.  He  says  500  Indians  from  Nayarit 
eame  down  to  join  him  on  the  26th.  On  the  29th  Lozada  entered  Rosario  with  2,000  men 
•ad  a  battery  of  field-pieces. 

lieutenant  Colonel  Donato  Guerra  reports  on  the  same  day  that  he  had  a  skirmish  with  the 
enemy  at  the  port  of  Mazatlan,  a  short  time  before  he  left. 

81k  or  seven  hundred  French  and  traitors,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  left  the  port  on  the 
30th  and  camped  at  Palos  Prietos.  The  next  day  they  went  to  Higueias,  and  Lozada  left 
Bosario  for  Agua  Caliecte. 

While  the  enemy  was  taking  all  these  turns,  I  missed  several  good  opportunities  for  a  fi^ht. 

At  seven  in  the  evening  of  the  31st  I  saw  the  citizen  governor  of  the  state,  who  had  just 
come  by  forced  marches  from  Culiaean.  I  consulted  with  him  about  the  situation,  and  we 
Bgrced  to  attack  Lozada  on  his  march.  Munitions  arrived  at  ten  at  night,  and  our  troops 
were  supplied.  The  citizen  governor  started  for  Verde  with  forces  to  attack  Lozada,  and  I 
•et  out  towards  Siqueros,  to  cut  off  the  French. 

On  the  Ist  instant,  at  five  in  the  morning,  our  scouts  reported  that  the  French  from  the 
pert  were  advancing  upon  Siqueros.  I  ordered  Colonel  Farra  to  pend  Lieutenant  Colone 
Manuel  Crespo,  with  a  part  of  the  Hamirez  corps  under  Becerra,  to  Verde,  and  commanded 
Lientenant  Colonel  Donato  Guerra  to  watch  the  port  with  Crespo.  General  Gutierrez  started 
towarls  Verde  with  the  second  brigade,  but  learned  from  General  Rubi  on  the  way  that 
Loaada  had  entered  Concordia,  five  leagues  from  Verde,  on  the  morning  of  the  iOth. 

It  was  noon,  and  our  forces  had  nut  concentrated.  Colonel  Crespo  informed  me  that  tbe 
«?eniy  had  encamped  in  fi^nt  of  Siqueros,  five  leagues  from  Verde,  and  our  advance  was  in 
si^ht  ^  It  was  ag^ed  to  attack  Lopada  in  Concordia,  and  Noriega  was  sent  to  join  Crespo 
with  his  infantry.  Before  reaching  Concordia,  General  Rubi  branched  off  to  the  left  with  a 
put  of  tbe  first  brigade  and  oue  cannon,  and  the  Guias  de  Jalisco,  to  flank  the  enemy. 
General  Gutierrez  kept  tbe  main  road  with  part  of  the  second  brigade,  two  cannons,  the  rest 
of  tbe  Ramirez  corps,  the  Guias  de  la  Libertad  and  the  Hernandez  corps.  I  followed  General 
Gntterrez. 

At  six  in  the  evening  Greneral  Rubi  began  the  attack  on  the  lefl  flank.  General  Gutier- 
rezes column  made  an  advance  and  established  a  battery  that  did  good  execution.  The  De- 
golhido  battalion  threatened  tbe  right  flank,  and  the  rest  of  the  infantry  charged  upon  tbe 
eentre  boldly.  The  cavalry  then  eame  into  action,  and  rushed  so  desperately  upon  the  enemy 
that  in  leas  than  oue  hour  he  scattered  and  left  us  masters  of  the  town. 

Kight  now  came  on,  and  as  it  was  very  dark,  and  our  soldiers  might  fire  on  each  other  by 
mistake,  I  ordered  General  Rubi  to  beat  a  retreat  in  good  order.  This  was  elegantly  executed 
vnder  the  direction  of  Colonel  Alejandro  Hernandez  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Abel  Pereira, 
both  of  my  staff.  The  ground  was  so  uneven  here,  I  ordered  part  of  the  cavalry  to  Jacobo, 
and  the  rest,  with  the  infantry,  to  Copola,  postponing  tbe  attack  indefinitely,  as  I  knew  the 
enemy  was  to  be  re-enforced  the  next  morning. 

Our  losses  are  insignificant  *,  but  we  have  to  lament  the  death  of  the  brave  and  distinguished 
General  Jos^  M.  Gutierrez,  chief  of  the  second  brigade,  and  of  the  valiant  Colonel  Onofre 
Csmpaila,  from  Cosala,  leader  of  the  Victoria  battalion.  I  don't  know  the  enemy's  loss; 
hot  it  most  be  considerable,  though  half  of  the  force  scattered  in  dismay.  I  will  give  the 
particulars  as  soon  as  obtained. 
The  report  of  artillery  on  the  2d,  in  the  direction  of  Siqueros,  informed  me  that  the  enemj 
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was  resisting^  onr  troops  in  that  quarter;  so  I  ordered  General  Eabi  to  their  assistsncA 
with  infantry,  while  I  went  towards  Bajh>  with  the  cavalry  in  the  evening.  Colonel  Pim 
informed  me  that  same  day,  the  2d,  that  he  arrived  at  Jacobo  at  the  same  time  with  the 
Pameco  battalion,  under  Colonel  Martinez.  Lozado  attacked  them  at  two  that  day  with 
cavahry  and  infantry,  but  was  routed  and  pursued  as  lon^  as  the  ammunition  held  out.  The 
enemy's  killed  are  found  all  along  the  road  from  Jacobo  as  far  as  the  pursuit  lasted.  We 
only  had  two  soldiers  killed.  After  a  slight  skirmish  with  the  French  that  day,  Crespo  re- 
tired to  Parras  while  they  retreated  to  Conadia,  where  they  camped.  Our  men  then  letomed 
to  Siqueros. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  the  French  advanced  upon  Siqueros,  but  were  driven  badL  to 
Cofradia.    One  traitor  was  made  prisoner.    The  French  retreated  next  day  to  Presidio. 

Colonel  Guerra  informed  on  the  4th  that  he  approached  the  port  the  day  before  and  pro- 
yoked  an  attack  firom  the  enemy,  with  up  bad  results.  He  also  says  the  French  had  joined 
Lozada,  but  their  combined  force  is  greatly  demoralized. 

That  evetiing  Guerra  had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  at  Palos  Prietos.  The  gunboat  Lu- 
cifer came  up  and  our  men  had  to  retreat. 

The  same  chief  reports  that  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  French  and  Lozada  were  at 
Presidio,  Pozole,  and  Garita;  Lozada*s  forces  so  demoralized  he  could  do  nothing  with  them. 
Up  to  the  last  account  Guerra's  advance  was  at  Palos  Prietos,  while  he  remained,  at  Vena- 
dillo.  A  report  fh>m  the  same  chief  says  that  Captidn  Zuniga,  of  the  Miramontes  corps,  gave 
notice  that  tne  enemy  was  encamped  at  Urias  and  Castillo.  Guerra  was  preparing  to  attack 
the  port  the  next  day ;  but  learning  that  the  French  were  advancing  in  force  upon  him,  be 
retreated  with  tile  loss  of  one  soldier,  and  the  French  re-enforcements  succeeded  in  getting  to 
the  port. 

As  soon  as  I  can  ascertain  the  number  of  my  killed  and  wounded,  I  will  make  an  official 
report,  from  the  1st  to  the  5th. 

I  cannot  be  partial  in  the  recommendation  of  my  officers,  for  they  have  all  done  their  duty; 
their  courageous  behavior  has  forced  respect  from  the  invaders,  and  has  won  the  admira- 
tion of  every  republican.  I  cannot  sufficiently  praise  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
districts  invaded  by  the  hordes  of  Lozada.  With  the  single  exception  of  Rosario  and  Zavala, 
all  the  inhabitants  left  their  houses  and  property  to  destruction. 

The  state  of  Sinaloa  may  be  proud  of  her  sons,  for  they  are  true  patriots,  preferring  poverty 
to  the  protection  of  the  invaders. 

I  make  this  communication  for  the  information  of  the  war  department,  by  instructions 
from  the  general-in-chief  of  the  united  brigadeb,  as  well  as  for  the  information  of  the  citizen 
president  of  the  republic 

Independence  and  liberty !     San  Ignacio,  April  7,  1866. 

F.  SEPULVEDA. 

Citizen  Minister  of  War,  Paso  DU  Neru, 


No.  6.  • 

[Translation.  ] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ^ATE  AND  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE—SECTION  FIRST. 

By  your  report  of  the  7th  of  April,  the  citizen  president  of  the  republic  is  informed  of  the 
important  movements  of  the  general-in-chief  of  the  united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco, 
which  broke  up  the  expedition  of  Lozada  and  his  French  allies,  by  an  attack  at  Concordia, 
forcing  them  to  retreat  in  great  disorder,  and  seek  refuge  in  the  port  of  Mazatlan,  protected 
by  the  gunboat  Lucifer,  stationed  there. 

The  citizen  president  instructs  me  to  express  his  satisfaction  at  the  courage  of  the  officers 
and  men  Who  gained  this  great  victory,  the  result  of  which  is  to  embarrass  the  enemy  and 
encourage  our  party  to  attack  Mazatlan. 

The  citizen  president  relets  our  losses,  particularly  the  death  of  the  valiant  Geneiiil  Jos6 
M.  Gutierrez  and  Colonel  Onofre  Campana;  also  of  Major  Francisco  Cruz  Pena,  and  other 
officers  and  men  who  fell  in  the  action,  and  contributed  so  much  to  its  fortunate  result. 
Please  inform  the  general-in-chief  of  the  united  brigades  ot  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco  that  the  cit- 
izen president  is  much  pleased  with  his  conduct,  and  congratulates  him  on  the  happy  reemlts 
of  the  victory. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Paso  del  Norte,  May  9,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

Citizen  Governor  and  Military  Commander 

of  the  State  of  Sinaloa^  Culiaean, 

Paso  del  Korte,  Map  9,  1866, 
True  copies : 

MARIANO  DIAZ,  Chirf  Qfiur. 
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No.  6. 

[Translation.] 

OOTBRNMENT  OP  SORORA— REPUBUCAN  ARMY,  FIRST  BRIGADE— GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

Citizen  Governor  :  As  I  informed  yon,  and  not  to  remain  inactive  while  forces  are  col- 
lecting for  action  inland,  I  ordered  a  movement,  which  has  resulted  in  the  disarming  of  cer- 
tiiD  towns.  On  the  2d  instant  I  set  out  ft'om  fianamichi,  in  great  haste,  to  surprise  Opodepe 
md  Tnape,  where  I  captured  seventy  muskets  and  a  few  horses. 

On  the  night  of  the  4th  I  halted  four  miles  from  Gucurpe,  having  unexpectedly  come  up 
with  the  enemy  at  that  place.  I  proposed  a  parley,  which  was  answered  by  shouts  for  the 
empire  by  the  defenders  of  the  place.  Having  rested  sufficiently,  and  observing  that  the 
tmtors  were  preparing  for  resistance,  I  ordered  three  companies  to  advance  in  different  direc- 
tions, till  thev  came  within  speaking  distance  of  the  besieged.  This  operation  lasted  one 
boar ;  theu  mring  began  on  both  sides,  and  continued  till  2  o'clock,  when  the  imperialists 
were  dislodged  from  the  house-tops  and  towers  they  were  occupying,  thanks  to  our  sharp- 
ihooteiB  on  the  slope  of  a  hill  near  by. 

At  4  o'clock  a  signal  for  parley  was  made.  The  rebel  chief  offered  to  surrender  with  a 
naraniee  of  life.  This  was  granted,  and  the  following  articles  were  given  up :  120  muskets, 
z  chests  of  ammunition,  118  cartridge-boxes,  and  a  few  lances. 

The  ^rrison  consisted  of  115  men,  10  officers,  the  commander-in-chief,  and  ex-Lieutenant 
Colonel  Don  Manuel  J.  Castro. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Magdalena,  April  6,  1866. 

J.  G.  MORALES. 

CblZEN  GOTKRNOR  AND  MILITARY  COAfMANDER 

of  the  8taU  of  Sonora^  (wherever  he  may  be.) 
A  ^e  copy : 

G.  MOBALEa 


Sehor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  June  19,  1866. 
Mr.  Sbcretaby:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  jou,  for  the  information  of 
tke  government  of  the  United  States,  a  lithograph  copy  in  German,  which  I  re- 
ceived bj  the  last  mail  from  Vera  Cruz,  of  the  proclamation  dated  the  19th  of 
May  last,  addressed  hy  the  usurper  Maximilian  to  the  Austrian  and  Belgian 
troops  in  his  service,  informing  them  that  thej  would  hereafter  be  paid  hy  the 
French  treasury,  thus  removing  the  obstacles  of  pay  caused  by  the  financial 
crisis  in  the  so-called  empire. 

I  accept  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
aoflt  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


T#  the  officers,  uuder-officers  and  soldiers  of  my  Attstrio- Belgian  volunteer  corps :     • 

Always  mindfol  of  the  welfare  and  careful  of  the  rights  of  my  subjects,  and  rememberinff 
T9ar  oft-proved  devotion  and  self-denial  for  my  good  during  the  present  financial  crisis,  I 
■are  determined  to  accept  the  generous  offer  of  material  aid  from  France.  From  this  time 
forward  you  will  form  part  of  one  and  the  same  division,  you  and  your  companions-in-arms, 
who  are  called  to  share  your  hardships  and  dangers.  One  administration  will  have  the  care 
oCyoor  general  wolfiue;  but  you  will  retain  your  excellent  organization  and  your  officers, 
whofts  capability  and  courage  has  served  so  often  as  a  good  example  ou  the  battle-field  and 
la  the  hour  of  victory. 

Thus  are  yonr  rights  and  your  interests  secured,  and  now  trust  your  emperor,  who  will 
always  confide  in  your  ooorage  and  good  discipline. 

MAXIMILL^,  Emperor. 

Mexico,  Ma^  19,  1866. 
A  certified  copy : 

THUN,  General. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


176  DIPLOMATIC  COBBBSPONBENOE. 

SeHar  de  Santa  Anna  to  Mr,  SeuHird. 

New  York,  June  26,  1866. 

His  excellency  honorable  William  H.  Seward  will  please  receire  Captain  H. 
S.  Eyting  as  an  envoy  on  most  important  business  of  mntoal  interests  to  the 
two  republics,  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

Captain  H.  S.  Eyting  is  accredited  with  full  powers  to  act  as  if  I  were  present 
and  I  hereby  confirm  idl  treaties  made  by  him  for  myself. 

I  trust  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  discover  in  the  proposals  of  my 
envoy  cause  of  great  interest  and  advantage  to  the  United  States,  and  trusting 
they  may  meet  with  favorable  attention,  I  ask  for  my  envoy  and  the  proposi- 
tions from  myself,  through  him,  the  heartiest  protection. 

With  sentiments  of  my  most  distinguished  regard,  I  am  fisiithfully  yours  fn^ 
temally, 

A.  L.  DE  STA.  ANNA 


Sefiar  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Washington,  July  4,  1866. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Believing  yon  will  be  interested  in  the  reception  of  reliable 
information  concerning  the  transport  of  foreign  troops  to  Mexico,  to  sustain  the 
usurpation  of  the  ex- Archduke  Maximilian,  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to 
you,  with  this  letter.  No.  1870  of  Le  Temps,  a  French  paper  published  the 
18th  of  June  last,  in  Paris,  on  the  third  page  of  which  is  an  extract  from  the 
Phare  de  la  Loire,  of  the  16th,  reporting  the  departure  of  a  detachment  of  the 
so-called  Foreign  Legion,  composed  of  four  officers  and  190  subalterns  and  sol- 
diers, from  Aix  to  Saint  Nazaire,  to  embark  on  the  steamer  Emperatriz  Eugenie 
for  Vera  Cruz,  and  a  number  of  Austrian  officers,  who  were  to  have  gone  in  the 
steamer  Tampico  went  to  Saint  Nazaire  to  take  the  steamer  for  the  same  dcs- 
tinatiou. 

An  English  translation  of  the  article  from  the  Phare  de  la  Loire  is  also  en- 
closed. 

Your  most  attentive  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  8pc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


[Translation  from  Le  Temps,  Paris,  June  18,  1866.] 

We  read  in  the  Phare  de  la  Loire  of  the  16th  of  Jane : 

**A  detachment  of  the  Foreign  Legion,  consisting  of  four  officers,  190  sub-officers  and  sol- 
diers, coming  from  Aix,  arrived  here  to-day.  at  1.40  p.  m.,  at  Mauves  station,  and  started  from 
there  this  evening  by  the  4.30  train,  going  to  Saint  Nazaire  to  take  their  passage  on  board 
the  transatlantic  steamer  Imp^ratrice  Eugenie  for  Vera  Cruz. 

**A  number  of. the  officers  of  the  corps  of  Austrian  volunteers,  who  were  to  have  left  for 
Mexico  bv  the  Tampico,  but  were  forced  to  remain  in  Austria,  have  also  reached  Saint 
Nazaire,  for  the  purpose  of  embarking  for  Mexico." 


Seflor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Waskingtonj  July  6,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  No.  19  of  the  official  newspaper 
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of  the  constitnlioDal  goyernment  of  the  Mexican  republic,  published  at  Paso 
del  Norte  the  7th  of  June  last,  in  which  you  will  see  the  official  report  which 
General  Pesqueira,  governor  of  the  state  of  Sonora,  gave  to  the  department  of 
war  and  marine  on  the  10th  of  May'  last,  of  the  military  operations  of  the  forces 
of  the  united  brigades  of  Sonora  and  Jalisco,  under  his  orders,  and  which  resulted 
in  the  taking  of  the  city  of  Hermosillo,  which  occurred  on  the  4th  of  May 
aforesaid. 

This  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
diatingnished  consideration  is  very  gratifying  to  me. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


[From  the  official  pftper  of  the.  constitutional  eovemment  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Paso 
del  Norte,  June  7, 1866.— Extracts.— Translation.] 

eOTERNHENT  AND  MIUTART  COMMAND  OP  THE  STATE  OP  SONORA-^REPUBLICAN  ARMY, 
UNITED  BRIGADES  OF  SONORA  AND  JALISCO. 

Under  date  of  8th  May,  General  Martinez  makes  to  these  headquarters  the  report  following : 

On  the  Ist  instant  I  set  out  from  this  point  to  attack  Hermosillo;  bivouacked  in  the  field 
in  front  of  San  Jo86  de  Pimas.  On  the  2d  reached  Zubiate,  and  at  night  halted  near  Her- 
mosillo ;  at  dawn  reached  the  suburbs. 

Before  reaching  Zubiate  caught  some  scouts  of  the  enemj;  made  three  prisoners;  the 
offieer  in  command  escaped. 

Two  leagues  from  Hermosillo  we  met  some  twenty  men  of  the  enemy's  advance ;  killed 
tiiree,  took  three,  and  scattered  the  rest.  Among  the  killed  was  the  commander,  the  traitor 
Captain  Estrada.  Learned  from  the  prisoners  that  Hermosillo  was  garrisoned  by  about  300 
Ben,  among  them  fifty  of  the  Foreign  Legion,  all  under  orders  of  the  traitor  Jos6  M.  Tran- 
qsilmo  Almada. 

The  Bcotting  detachment,  which  took  the  direction  of  Guaymas,  captured  two  officers — 
tbe  one  a  Mexican,  the  other  a  Spaniard  called  Jos^  de  la  Eosa,  adjutant  to  Almada.  He 
was  shot ;  tbe  Mexican  was  forgiven. 

The  enemy  was 'checked  in  sevaral  attempts  to  get  off.  He  made  a  sally  on  the  Guaymas 
route,  which  was  covered  by  the  scouting  party  under  command  of  Petronuo  Silvia.  On  the 
4th  I  began  the  attack  on  the  height  defended  by  the  Foreign  Legion.  At  half-past  nine  we 
were  masters  of  the  place ;  part  m  the  Foreign  Legion  esci^ed  with  Almada.  The  enemy 
abandoned  more  than  200  muskets,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  their  munitions.  I  found 
many  dead,  most  of  the  Foreign  Legion.  Our  loss  was  small,  about  thirty  killed  and 
wounded. 

Some  repetition  of  the  same  report  is  made  by  Colonel  Morales,  which  in  due  form  is  des- 
patched to  the  government  by  Pesqueira,  governor  of  Sonora. 

[No  other  mention  is  made  of  foreigners  than  as  members  of  the  Foreign  Legion ;  none 
whatever  of  American  citizens. — Tr.  ] 


SeHor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

t  [Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  thb  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  July  8,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  Althongb  I  presume  that  you  have  received  through  the 
United  States  legation  in  Paris  the  series  of  documents*  on  the  Mexican  ques- 
tion presented  in  June  last  by  the  French  government  to  its  legislative  body, 
tnd  published  in  die  Moniteur  of  the  10th  and  11th  of  June,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  sending  you  an  English  translation  of  them  with  this  note.  I  enclose  to  you 
also  the  debate  of  the  13th  in  the  legislative  body  on  Mexican  affiurs,  published 
in  the  Moniteur*  of  the  14th. 

*  For  these  enclosures  see  enclosures  to  Mr.  Bigelow's  despatch  No.  338,  page  310,  vol.  I. 
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These  docnments  give  a  new  proof  of  tbe  little  sineerity  of  the  Freneh  gor* 
ernmeut  in  its  pretexts  for  making  war  on  Mexico. 

In  the  nltimatnm  of  the  French  commissioners,  De  Saligny  and  Bear-Admira 
Jurien  de  la  Gravi^re,  made  in  January,  1862,  at  Vera  Cruz,  it  waa  required 
(article  1 )  that  Mexico  should  pay  France  twelve  millions  of  dollars  in  cash  and 
without  examination,  as  indemnity  for  all  claims  caused  by  injuries  to  French 
subjects  up  to  the  31st  of  July,  1861. 

This  was  done  at  the  same  time  that  the  French  minister  of  foreign  affiurs 
acknowledged  officially  that  Mexico  could  make  no  cash  payment. 

Now — that  is,  after  ^ve  years'  war — when  the  damages  to  French  subjects 
on  account  of  it  must  be  much  greater  than  in  times  of  peace,  when  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  is  not  treating  with  the  national  government  of  Mexico,  which  it 
sought  to  destroy  and  establish  a  monarchy  upon  its  ruins,  but  with  its  mannikin, 
the  so-called  chief  of  the  monarchical  force  established  by  French  bayonets 
and  supported  by  French  gold,  the  Emperor  Napoleon  consents  to  receive  forty 
millions  of  francs,  or  eight  millions  of  dollars,  as  indemnity  for  all  damages  up 
to  September,  1865,  and  to  take  that  sum  in  paper  issued  by  fraud,  pretending 
it  is  an  obligation  of  the  nation,  when  he  who  issued  it  has  no  right  to  do  it,  or 
to  burden  the  nation  in  any  way,  and  which  paper,  despite  the  efforts  of  the 
French  government  to  give  it  value,  is  so  worthless  that  nobody  would  buy  it  in 
France,  according  to  late  dates,  unless  they  got  five  hundred  franc  bonds  for 
one  hundred  and  seventy  francs. 

We  cannot  find  out  by  this  computation  what  it  has  cost  the  French  govern- 
ment to  effect  the  arrangement,  but  it  must  be  at  least  four  times  the  sum  it  now 
agrees  to  accept  as  indemnity  to  French  subjects. 

This  alone  shows  that  the  object  of  the  war  made  by  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
on  Mexico  is  not  to  obtain  reparation  for  supposed  grievances,  as  was  pretended, 
but  to  overturn  a  republican  government  and  commence  a  monarchical  propaganda 
in  this  hemisphere. 

I  also  take  the  liberty  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  Mr.  Jules  Favre's 
speech,  and  that  part  relating  to  the  United  States,  of  Mr.  Jerome  David,  who 
was  the  spokesman  of  the  French  government. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  8pc.,  8pc.,  Sfc. 


Se^or  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  Ambrioi, 

Washington,  July  10, 1866. 

Mr.  Secretaky  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  tbe  United  States,  copies  of  a  curcular  which  I  have  bad 
printed  in  New  York,  containing  fragments  of  various  letters  taken  from  the 
French  and  Belgian  soldiers  who  occupied  Monterey  and  Saltillo  in  April  last. 
The  originals  were  sent  to  me  by  General  Escobedo,  the  27th  of  May,  with  his 
communication  from  Linares,  published  in  the  beginning  of  the  circular,  and 
another  letter  from  Manuel  Gomez,  General  Escobedo's  secretary,  dated  Rio 
Blanco,  April  26,  giving  many  important  particulars. 

Though  the  intercepted  letters  give  very  inexact  accounts  of  the  situation, 
enough  is  said  in  them  to  show  that  the  French  soldiers  are  weary  of  the  unjust 
war  their  government  is  forcing  them  to  make  on  Mexico,  without  aim  or  object 
They  do  not  believe  the  so-called  empire  of  the  usurper  Maximilian  can  be 
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wteUished  wtfhotit  a  considerable  re-enforcement  of  French  forces ;  they  ridi* 
cole  the  official  declarations  of  the  French  government  that  peace  is  restored  in 
Mexico,  and  manj  of  them  contend  that  the  intervention  is  unjast. 

The  annexed  circularcontains  only  the  most  noted  passages  of  the  principal 
of  those  letters. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  the  opportonitj  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


French  intervention  in  Mexico^  as  seen  by  their  own  partisans, 

[Tianslation.  ] 

Linares,  May  27,  1866. 

Vert  Dear  Sir  :  Donay's  first  expedition  is  at  an  end,  with  no  damage  bnt  eztensiye 
itUMties,  called  fines,  in  the  places  he  occupied. 

Hooses  were  robbed  in  Rio  Blanco,  Galeana,  and  Itnibide,  and  a  few  innocent  people 
shot  bj  the  bandit  Dupin.  Jeaningros  retreated  in  donble-qnick,  takins^  the  shortest  cuts, 
as  soon  as  he  heard  of  my  approach.  Tet  we  harassed  him  considerably,  and  manj  of  his 
men  deserted,  for  seyenteen  French  and  Belgians  joined  one  of  mj  officers. 

The  invading  army  is  entirely  demoralized,  while  I  am  pleased  to  see  confidence  and  en- 
flnisiasm  increased  on  our  side.  I  have  receiyed  some  arms  I  bargained  for,  and  hope  soon 
to  receiye  the  rest,  with  plenty  of  ammunition ;  so  that,  with  these  and  what  you  can  send 
me,  tMs  army  c^rps  will  soon  be  in  a  condition  to  attack  the  strongholds  of  the  interior,  with 
prospects  of  success. 

My  hard  marches  and  occasional  indisposition  have  hitherto  preyented  me  from  sending, 
the  important  original  letters  which  I  now  enclose.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  print  the 
iDost  interesting  of  them,  and  put  them  in  reach  of  the  French  people,  who  unanimously 
&api»OTe  the  intervention  we  are  now  opjK>sing. 

An  Uie  news  we  have  from  ihe  interior  is  good.  Public  spirit  is  rising  everywhere,  and 
atfeetion  for  the  new  empire  is  daily  decreasing. 

The  ciergj  toe  disheartened  because  they  do  not  find  Maximilian  to  be  the  man  they  ex- 
pected. The  landed  proprietors  and  merchants  can  do  nothing,  not  even  keep  what  they 
Laye ;  and,  as  they  have  no  surety  for  peace,  they  want  a  chanfi;e. 

Finally,  the  traitors  are  disgusted  with  the  frequent  rebuffs  of  the  French,  and  everything^ 
tends  to  exasperate  the  people  against  intervention  and  the  abortive  empire  of  Maximilian. 

We  have  great  hopes  of  success,  and  if  we  only  had  money  it  would  soon  be  certain,  and 
our  triumph  would  be  complete. 

I  am  pleased  to  sien  myself  your  friend  and  servant, 

M.  E8C0BED0. 

Citisen  Matias  Robiero,  in  Washington, 


[Translation.] 

Rio  Blanco,  April  26, 1866. 

Vert  Dear  Sir:  General  Escobedo  sent  you  some  original  letters  of  chiefs,  officers,  and 
toldien  of  the  invading  army,  intercepted  by  our  forces.  Thinking  it  would  be  well  to  let 
them  be  seen  by  the  French  people,  who  acknowledge  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  censure 
Kapoleon's  obstinacy  in  meddling  with  our  affitirs,  I  have  thought  proper  to  make  some 
obseryations,  which  may  have  some  importance,  as  coming  from  witnesses  of  the  fa<!ts. 

The  brave  men  who  are  defending  their  country  suffer  so  many  privations  that,  if  their 
eaise  were  not  so  holy,  I  am  sure  many  of  them  would  give  up  in  despair.  Our  enemies 
have  aU  the  ports  and  many  of  the  chief  towns ;  so  our  means  are  reduced  to  the  smallest 
Kile.  Our  soldiers  have  scarcely  the  necessaries  of  life,  yet  the^  always  meet  the  enemy 
brsrely,  badly  armed  as  they  are,  and  worse  clad,  and  sunering  from  exposure  and  hunger. 
Ths  oeoessary  continued  action  does  not  permit  time  to  drill  them  and  give  them  the  proper 
ditdpUn^  whereas  the  enemy  have  all  they  want  and  are  punctually  paid ;  so  it  is  not  strange 
that  masses  of  men  superior  to  the  French  in  numbers  (though  not  as  great  as  they  represent 
it)  £iye  up  or  avoid  a  fight. 

Iim  sure  General  Escobedo*8  army  corps  is  better  supplied,  as  we  have  only  white  cotton 
pnti  and  sandala  for  our  men.  They  have  lust  made  a  campaign  that  nobody  would  credit 
who  had  not  seen  it.  On  the  23d,  near  Boiedad,  we  learned  that  Dupin  was  coming  with 
four  hundred  cavabry  and  two  hnndired  infantry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  though  we 

__., — Ogle 
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were  waiting  for  aid  from  Matehnala,  General  ^spinosa  determined  to  attack  them  with  four 
hundred  infantry  and  five  hundred  cavalry,  in  conjunction  with  General  Aureliano  Biveia. 
On  the  23d,  &t  five  in  the  morning,  after  eatin^i:  pinole  without  bread  or  cakes,  our  infantiy 
marched  out,  and  suffered  for  water  till  three  o'clock,  when  thej  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy. 
This  was  a  companv  of  considerable  reputation,  whose  chief  was  very  haughty.  He  did 
not  wait  for  us,  but  be^an  the  attack  with  such  boldness  and  confidence  that  nis  cavaliy 
nearly  surrounded  our  Une;  but,  not  frightened,  we  stood  our  ground  for  the  first  charge,  and 
then  rushed  on  them,  repulsing  them  with  considerable  loss.  I  firmly  believe  that  If  night 
had  not  supervened  their  rout  would  have  been  complete ;  but  it  would  have  been  very  mi- 
prudent  in  us  to  continue  the  fight  in  the  dark.  General  Espinosa,  fearing  the  enemy  might 
oe  re-enforced,  ordered  a  retread  which  was  effected  in  good  order;  and  our  fatigued  men 
had  to  march  back  to  Soledad,  where  they  got  the  first  meal  they  had  eaten  that  day. 

To  march  twenty-five  leagues  without  eating  for  forty  hours,  fighting  with  an  enemy  well 
armed,  equipped,  and  fed,  is  no  ordinary  labor,  and  could  not  ^  imitated  by  the  haughty 
French.  Yesterday  the  infantry  returned  to  this  place,  twelve  leagues,  because  there  was  no 
resting  place  at  Soledad. 

The  French  letters,  as  you  may  imagine,  are  full  of  exaggerations  and  foolish  boasts :  but 
they  all  agree  in  the  idea  that  there  is  no  peace  in  Mexico,  and  intervention  cannot  hold  out 
without  more  French  troops  ;  and  some  confess  that  intervention  is  unjust  and  inexcusable. 
They  are  generally  dissatisfied ;  they  think  there  is  no  glory,  and  certainly  no  profit/  in  ^ 
campaign ;  and  they  are  beginning  to  despair  of  the  empire,  because  it  is  neither  honest  nor 
just. 

The  rout  of  three  French  companies  on  the  first  at  Santa  Isabel,  near  Parras,  by  a  cavalry 
brigade  of  this  army  corps  under  General  Trevifio,  with  some  Coahuila  forces,  has  caused 
many  absurd  stories,  which  you  will  see  in  the  letters.  Without  mentioning  the  700  traitors 
that  fought  with  the  200  French,  they  want  to  make  the  world  believe  that  they  alone  fougM 
against  tour  or  five  thousand  of  our  men.  Their  official  report  is  very  far  from  true ;  but 
you  will  find  the  whole  truth  in  General  Escobedo*s  report.  When  they  take  one  of  us  pris- 
oner, which  is  not  very  often,  they  spare  his  life  and  boast  of  it,  while  we  have  more  than 
seventy  French  prisoners  and  spare  them ;  yet  we  are  called  bandits  and  assassins.  Here 
where  I  am  now  writing  I  am  Icoking  on  the  ruins  of  four  of  the  best  houses  in  the  town, 
burned  by  the  French  last  December  oecause  they  belonged  to  persons  in  our  army.  The 
town  was  sacked,  and  few  houses  are  left  in  which  they  did  not  destroy  the  furniture.  Thus 
they  make  war  on  us,  and  with  the  odious  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  they  cry  to  Heaven, 
calling  us  barbarians  incapable  of  self-government,  because  we  take  food  and  horses  where 
we  can  find  them,  and  impose  loans  from  necessity  and  stick  to  a  cause  as  sacred  as  our  own 
existence. 

The  citizens  of  Mexico  had  better  perish  than  give  up  the  independence  of  their  country. 

We  have  no  news  from  the  interior ;  but  the  papers  in  the  capital  announce  that  each  day 
brings  trouble  to  the  empire ;  rebellions  spring  up  on  every  side,  and  the  clergy  no  longer 
offer  the  support  they  promised.  Now  that  there  is  so  much  trouble  in  the  States  of  Ta 
maulipas,  Coahuila,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  San  Luis,  the  centre  wiU  have  time  to  rest,  and  our 
brothers  can  recover  their  accustomed  strength. 

We.  are  united  and  compact.  The  presidential  question  passed  without  disturbance,  and 
we  continue  to  acknowledge  the  government  of  Senor  Juarez.  It  is  the  same  in  the  interior; 
and  the  liberal  newspapers,  even  in  towns  held  by  the  empire,  defend  our  cause.  We  need 
arms,  particularly  saores  for  cavalry.  It  is  impossible  for  us,  armed  only  with  a  rifle  or 
musket,  to  contend  with  the  French,  Austrian,  or  traitor  cavalry,  all  well  armed,  mounted, 
and  equipped ;  yet  we  do  not  shun  battle,  and  have  often  whipped  them  in  fair  fight.  lif 
you  can  send  some  of  these  articles  to  this  army  corps  it  will  give  a  new  impulse  to  the  na- 
tional cause. 

I  hope  you  will  consider  this  letter  as  the  expression  of  a  Mexican  who  loves  his  country, 
and  wishes,  when  it  is  spoken  of  in  Europe,  that  the  truth  may  be  known,  so  that  fl;ood  men 
may  not  be  deceived  by  persons  like  Forey,  who  think  they  Imow  a  country  they  have  seen 
in  arms  and  examined  from  camps. 

I  remain,  Mr.  Komero,  your  very  attentive  and  humble  servant, 

MANUEL  GOMEZ. 

Jlinister  Don  Matias  Romero. 


[Translation.] 

Mr.  Malglcuve,  *a  French  officer,  writes  to  a  friend,  whom  he  addresses  as  *  *  My  dear  Jules, " 
a  letter,  dated  Monterey,  13th  of  March  last,  containing  these  passages : 

**  We  are  running  like  crazy  people  after  an  enemy  that  canH  be  caught  I  donU  think 
they  have  the  facts  in  France ;  I  fear  not ;  tA^ey  would  change  public  opinion. 

*'  If  there  is  any  good  sense  in  the  Mississippi  country,  there  is  something  bad  there,  too. 
The  capture  of  Bagdad  bv  their  regiments  fnghtened  them,  and  now  they  are  as  gentle  as 
lambs.    Yet  it  was  a  good  time  for  war.    The  indirect  encouragement  they  give  to  the  bor- 
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der  bands  00I7  prolongs  an  absnrd  contest  that  will  ruin  the  conntrj  and  be  fatal  to  ns.  The 
aitDation  is  tlie  same ;  we  do  not  adyance  towards  peace. 

"  If  the  Emperor  will  not  withdraw  his  forces  till  the  present  empire  is  firmly  established, 
he  will  have  to  keep  them  here  for  twenty  or  thirty  years !"  • 

The  same  officer,  in  another  letter  from  Monterey,  of  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  says : 

"The  merchants  of  Tampico  have  lost  500,000  dollars  through  the  second  commander, 
who  cotQd  not  protect  a  convoy  he  persuaded  the  traders  to  accept  and  organize.  The 
people  are  becoming  discouraged,  even  the  best  disposed,  because,  auer  persuading  them  to 
defend  themselves,  we  desert  them  and  leave  them  at  the  mercy  of  bands  that  assemble  to 
crash  them.  It  is  said  Maximilian  declared  he  was  beloved  by  his  people,  and  had  no  need 
of  assistance.  I  think  he  is  mistaken ;  but  maybe  he  is  wiser  than  many  who  think  him  a 
fool,  and  the  number  is  large.  He  says :  *  Peace  is  firm,  and  the  government  founded  upon 
the  wishes  of  the  people  is  strengthening.'  A  man  must  bo  very  impudent  to  tell  such  lies 
to  a  nation  as  is  done  every  month  through  the  Moniteur  to  France.  We  did  wrong  to  come 
here ;  we  should  have  declared  our  wishes ;  but  the  wine  is  drawn  and  we  must  drink  it ; 
we  are  compelled  to  accept  the  situation. 

**  Except  Vera  Cruz,  which  communicates  with  the  interior,  all  the  other  ports  are  block- 
aded by  rebels,  and  the  revenues  are  lessened  so  mudi.  If  you  have  money  to  invest  do  not 
pnt  it  in  Mexican  loans,  public  or  private. 

'*If  yon  have  friends  who  wish  to  emigrate,  dissuade  them  from  Ihese  shores,  falsely  said 
to  be  covered  with  golden  sands." 

Another  French  officer,  who  does  not  sign  his  name,  but  writes  on  paper  stamped  A.  R., 
from  Monterey  the  17th  of  March,  speaking  of  Commander  ^riant's  cneck  at  Parras,  says  : 

"Seven  officers  were  killed,  and  one  prisoner  with  twenty  men.  Thanks  to  Trevino  they 
have  not  been  shot ;  and  yet,  from  the  way  we  behave  towards  them,  they  ought  to  have 
been. 

"  If  our  prisoners  continue  to  be  treated  as  they  have  been  for  some  time  back,  it  will 
give  ns  a  good  lesson  of  clemency.  But  we  dread  it  almost  as  much  as  the  execution  of  our 
comrades. 

**  This  is  a  sad  war,  a  distressed  country.  Maximilian's  arrival  has  made  intervention 
hnpossible,  and  his  policy  is  detested  everywhere,  by  all  parties.** 

On  the  23d  he  siud : 

"  Supporting  a  stupid  cause,  not  to  the  glory  of  the  country  nor  for  the  peace  of  the  home- 
stead, without  the  inspiration  of  the  sacred  fire  of  a  noble  cause,  I  see  the  years  roll  on.  I 
will  not  write  much ;  but  let  me  tell  you,  both  the  emperor  and  we  are  disappointed.  Inter- 
vention will  fail ;  there  is  no  longer  any  confidence ;  the  empire  has  no  faithful  partisans ; 
the  clerical  party  is  hostile,  and  the  liberal  party  is  making  open  war  u^on  it,  or  betrays  it. 
In  a  few  years  Maximilian  the  adventurer  will  return  to  Miramar  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  his 
gains  in  Mexico.  It  is  French  money  he  will  be  spending,  for  the  French  treasury  pays  all 
expenses  here,  civil  as  well  as  military,  Belgians  and  Austrians. 

**Poor  France !  How  they  rob  you  of  your  treasure  and  spill  your  blood !  Maximilian 
only  reigns  where  his  armies  are  stationed ;  there  are  some  cities  that  have  changed  (^vem- 
ors  three  or  four  times  in  one  year.** 

Mr.  G.  Coln6,  a  French  officer,  writes  from  Monterey  the  24th,  to  a  certain  Mr.  Bernard : 

"  Afiairs  could  not  be  in  a  worse  condition  than  they  are  at  present ;  all  is  anarchy;  every- 
&ing  totters  and  tumbles  on  all  sides.  Many  of  our  protended  friends  are  false,  and  of  late 
fortune  ha?  gone  against  us  We  take  no  prisoners  now,  and  the  wounded  are  despatched  ; 
it  is  a  war  of  savages,  unworthy  of  Europeans.  The  Belgians  with  us  are  dissatisfied,  and 
want  to  return  by  the  first  of  September.  Such  is  the  aspect  of  military  affairs,  not  to  men- 
tion Americans  and  niggers  who  often  join  the  rebel  bands,  to  the  number  of  two  or  th(ee 
thousand,  and  sometimes  more.  Such  is  our  condition  after  four  years  shooting  and  mur- 
dering in  every  direction.    That  will  show  the  affection  the  natives  have  for  us. 

'*  As  to  civil  affairs,  there  are  no  civilians  but  those  who  have  all  to  gain  and  nothing  to 
lose  by  accepting  service  under  the  tottering  empire.  The  treasury  is  empty ;  there  is  not  a 
ci^  that  can  pay  its  own  expenses ;  and  yet  the  custom-houses  charge  high  rates  for  every- 
thing, making  Uving  very  expensive. 

"In  conclusion,  the  general  opinion  is,  among  French  as  well  as  foreigners  of  all  nations, 
that  we  are  in  a  desperate  situation,  which  is  growing  worse  every  day ;  and  after  suffering 
incredibly  and  spending  millions  we  will  have  nothing  to  show  for  it.** 

Another  officer,  whose  signature  seems  to  be  Duley,  sends  this  short  missive  to  his  mother : 

**  Monterey,  March  25,  J866 
"  Dear  Mother  :  I  have  retomed  to  Monterey  afler  an  expedition  of  one  month  into  the 
conntry.    Affairs  are  no  better.    Three  companies  of  our  regiment  were  entirely  destroyed 
in  a  fight  with  the  liberals,  and  yet  the  French  government  persists  in  declaring  the  country 
at  peace.    I  am  in  good  health,  and  wish  you  the  same.** 
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[TraDslatioii.] 

**  Mexico,  AprU  23,  1866. 
*  *  To  General  Do  ua  Y, 

**  Commander  of  the  First  DivisioHf  Saltillo: 
(After  a  long  talk  about  wine  and  brandj  intended  for  the  general's  table,  the  letter  oon- 
tinuesthns:) 

'*  Affairs  are  becoming  more  and  more  pleasant  in  Mexico,  I  have  char^  of  the  Belgians 
and  Austrians,  the  greatest  spendthrifts  in  the  world.  There  is  something  in  the  public 
horizon,  and  I  think  it  will  lead  to  Maximi ban's  departure.  If  we  retire  the  German  power 
is  lost.  Such  is  the  reward  of  four  years  of  war  and  labor.  I  have  nothing  more  to  saj; 
but  if  I  could  have  an  interview  with  jou  I  could  tell  something  that  would  astonish  you. 
'*!  repeat  the  assurance,  dear  general,  of  my  nu>st  distinguished  consideration. 

**TISSEROT, 
"  Intendentfor  two  months  and  fourteen  daffs,** 


[Translation.] 

"Corps  op  Mexico,  Cabinet  op  the  Marshal-in-Chief, 

**  Mexico,  AprU  22,  1866. 
"To  Commander  SEiOLAi<n),    • 

**  Aide-de-Camp  of  General  Douay : 

"  Tou  toll  me  that  the  general  was  displeased  because  his  excellency  did  not  let  the  base 
calumnies  against  him  go  unnoticed.  It  is  certain  that  the  general's  reputation  Would  not 
have  suffered  more  by  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  Emperor  than  in  the  opinion  of  the  marshaL 

•  ##  •  »»  •#  •  n 

'*  It  would  be  hard  to  discover  the  origin  of  the  information,  and  the  marshal  says  it  would 
be  giving  too  much  importance  to  the  report  to  iuvestic^ate  its  source.  We  heard  it  through 
the  chief  of  police,  who  is  not  to  be  found,  but  who  thought  it  well  to  tell  us  of  it  before 
communicating  it  to  the  Emperor's  cabinet  That  is  what  I  had  to  communicate.  Now  I 
must  tell  you  confidentially  something  to  be  known  only  entre  nous :  I  doa't  admire  the 
young  people  you  have  around  you.  They  are  all  agreeable,  even  those  without  epaulets,  and 
I  sboula  not  dislike  them ;  but  they  are  too  youn^,  and  youth  cannot  have  sense.  They 
think  their  general  must  coincide  with  them  in  opinion,  and  they  write  to  France  stories  that 
are  perfectly  miraculous.  I  know  General  Douay 's  upright  and  loyal  character  too  well  to 
attrioute  to  him  the  nonsense  that  is  circulated  in  the  French  capital,  and  which  comes  back 
to  me  in  the  strangest  manner  possible. 

"L.  DE  NOUE." 


Se^ar  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  Ambeica, 

Washington,  July  13,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
th^  government  of  the  United  States,  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  fjx>m  Gen- 
eral Diaz,  chief  of  the  oriental  line  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  at  Tlapa  ^ 
9th  of  May  last,  informing  me  of  the  military  operations  of  the  forces  under  his 
conmiand  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  together  with  the  copy  of  a  communication 
dated  the  15th  of  June  last,  and  addressed  by  General  Ge^cia,  second  in  command 
on  the  same  line,  from  Amatlan,  to  the  minister  of  war  and  marine  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  informing  him  of  the  movements  recently  taken  place  on  the 
southern  coast  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  chiefly  in  front  of  Tlacotdpam. 
now  held  by  the  French.  I  also  enclose  the  two  reports  to  which  the  said 
communication  refers. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  occasion  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  as- 
surances of  my  most  distinguished  Qonsideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^t?.,  ^.,  Sfc.  ^         t 
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No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

Tlapa,  May  9,  1866. 
Much  Estbemed  Fribmd  :  Your  letters  of  the  2Sd  of  Febmaijr  and  23d  of  March  last 
have  jas^  reached  me,  and  inform  me  of  the  good  aspect  of  onr  affairs  in  that  conntrv.  Thej 
also  tell  me  of  yoor  inability,  np  to  the  latest  dates,  to  raise  the  means  I  so  mncn  need  to 
elfectaal  service.  I  wish  to  quit  the  skirmishing  in  which  I  am  engaged  as  a  pastime,  but 
to  operate  on  a  great  scale  requires  none^;  for  without  it,  the  men  I  can  raise  are  of  no 
serrice. 

I  have  also  received  the  government  orders  making  me  commander-in-chief  of  the  eastern 
Hne,  a  proof  of  confidence  1  will  remember  with  p&asnie.  I  cannot  saj  much  about  onr 
ntoation  here.  When  orders  reached  me  I  could  have  crossed  to  the  other  side  of  the  State, 
(Oixaca,)  bat  as  the  enemv  has  onlj  one  point  to  watch,  he  could  bring  all  his  forces  upon 
me,  and  as  skirmishing  did  some  g^ood,  I  aetermined  to  remain  here  to  wait  for  supplies,  so 
that  I  could  cross  over  with  some  advantage.  So  if  the  enemj  attempts  to  move,  we  can 
threaten  him  and  hold  him  in  check. 

There  is  another  reason :  I  could  have  more  resources  and  elements  of  war  in  those  towns, 
bat  the  men  are  not  so  fit  for  se^v^ice ;  being  farther  south,  the^  wish  to  fight  in  their  own 
sections.  As  the  resources  are  on  that  side,  and  the  men  on  this,  it  is  best  to  divide  them. 
If  I  can  do  it,  I  will  take  men  from  Mixteca,  the  vallej  of  Puebla.  and  Tlaxcala,  who  are 
^posed  and  can  place  confidence  in  me.  If  I  cannot  get  n\eans  fh>m  von,  Ghurcia,  or  else- 
where, I  shall  have  to  give  uo  my  plans  and  cross  the -State  and  do  the  best  I  can. 

I  will  g^ve  jou  some  brief  aetails  of  mj  late  operations.  After  my  return  to  the  coast  from 
Mixteca,  which  I  did  in  good  order,  though  the  enemy  followed  me  closely,  I  changed  my 
base  of  operations.  One  column  followea  me  from  Mixteca,  and  learning  that  another  was 
coming  from  Sola  and  Juquila,  I  harried  and  reac'hed  Pinotepa  before  them.  There  I  stopped 
till  boUi  columns  united,  and  then  I  went  to  Lo  de  Loto,  where  I  waited  for  the  enemy  until 
the  2^ih  of  Febnianr.  He  succeeded  in  scattering  my  advance,  and  not  one  man  got  back 
to  camp,  and  the  nrst  thing  I  knew  the  enemv  was  in  front  of  me.  I  effected  a  retreat, 
moving  to  Ometepec  and  leaving  my  cavalry  under  the  command  of  Qeneral  Leysoa,  with 
orders  to  cover  our  march.    That  incident  interrupted  my  plans. 

The  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  us  twice  and  were  repulsed  both  times.  I  lost  one  officer, 
Manael  Alberto,  in  the  skirmish,  killed  three  of  the  enemy,  wounded  many,  and  took  one 
prisoner. 

I  ^t  some  supplies  in  Ometepec  and  marched  hurriedly  to  Janieltepec  The  enemv  was 
snrpnsed  to  hear  I  was  a  day's  journey  in  a  direction  different  from  what  he  thought.  I  sud- 
denlj  countermarched  towards  his  base  of  operations,  and  attacked  him  with  such  success 
that  we  captured  232  muskets  and  some  ammunition. 

On  the  14th  of  April  I  marched  to  Putla  with  a  small  force  and  routed  a  detachment  of  200 
Den.  On  the  25th  I  gathered  aU  the  enemy  left,  secured  transportation  for  the  booty,  and 
went  on  the  next  day  to  Tlajiaoo.  The  garrisons  of  that  place,  Tastlahuaca,  and  Huajua* 
pan,  had  gone  to  Tenoscohila.  I  advanced  to  Tolomecal,  which  the  enemy  hsid  left  for  Tan* 
teezlan.  They  heara  of  my  movements  in  Oaxaca,  and  the  enemy  was  re-enfbrced.  I  then 
eoontermarched  to  Tlajiaco,  to  surprise  the  Austrian  garrison,  but  it  had  retired  and  joined 
the  main  body  of  the  army. 

Uj  movement  upon  Tlajiaco  produced  the  good  effect  of  calling  the  enemy's  attention  in 
that  direction,  supposing  I  was  going  to  attack  in  forc^,  and  General  Leysoa  reached  his 
place  of  deflation  in  safety. 

I  think  to  remain  here  some  days  to  rest  my  troops  and  equip  others  with  the  arms  I  took 
&om  the  enemy,  and  do  other  things  which  I  need  not  mention. 

My  great  trouble  is  want  of  means.  I  am  invited  by  all  the  towns,  that  offer  me  men  and 
the  arms  the  empire  has  furnished  them,  bat  I  have  no  money  to  pav  them,  and  I  prefer  the 
■lall  force  I  have.  If  I  had  means  I  could  enlarge  my  force  and  march  where  there  are 
wealthy  traitors  and  make  them  pay  the  expenses  of  this  war.  My  expenses  are  small ;  my 
loldiars  only  get  twelve  cents  a  oay,  and  often  less,  and  the  officers  serve  without  pay. 

Some  advise  me  to  levy  forced  loans  upon  the  towns,  but  I  do  not  think  it  best ;  extortion 
it  eontraiT  to  my  nature,  whatever  Forey  mav  say  to  the  contrary. 

I  have  had  the  last  government  decrees  published.  The  first,  prolonging  the  presidency, 
wasTeiy  favorably  received.  I  have  not  mentioned  this  to  you  before,  because  I  considered 
it  mj  dutj  to  obey  or  resign.  The  plan  seems  to  me  not  only  the  best,  but  the  only  one  to 
b«  adopted. 

The  decree  for  the  prosecution  of  General  Ort^a  and  other  officers  like  him  is  in  accord- 
•oce  with  the  rules  and  practices  of  the  army.    I  believe  in  the  rigor  of  martial  law,  and  I 
thmk  the  government  has  done  exactly  right. 
I  bee  you  will  continue  your  favors,  wmle  I  remain  your  friend  and  servant, 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
Senor  Don  Mateo  Romero,  Wa$h%ngtau. 
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No.  2. 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  EASTERN  LINE — SECOND  GENERAL-IN-CHIEF- 

Amatlan,  Jmtt  15,  1866. 

The  certified  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  chief  advancing  on  Tlacotalpam,  which  I  enclose 
to  joar  department,  will  inform  you  of  the  principal  moTements  aeainst  the  enemj  holding 
that  place  taken  place  since  my  last  communication,  in  which  I  informed  you  of  its  occupa- 
tion by  the  imperial  forces  and  five  French  war  yessels,  and  of  our  encampment  at  Motote- 
pec.  only  two  leagues  from  that  city,  where  our  forces  now  are  and  will  remain  some  tin)«. 

Ton  will  see  by  the  last  report  that  our  camp  has  been  moved  from  Mototepec  because  the 
enemy  was  re-enforced  in  Tlacotalpam,  and  their  gunboats  prevent  us  from  attacking  the 
place.  They  bombarded  us  on  the  6th,  and  destroyed  a  number  of  houses,  doing  much 
damage  to  the  inhabitants. 

Another  reason  for  our  move  is,  the  rainy  season  has  begun,  and  the  marsh  lands  of  Tla- 
ootalpam  are  not  healthy,  and  we  were  compelled  to  go  to  some  higher  region  till  Uie  rainy 
season  is  over.  Ai^r  a  rest  in  a  more  healthy  region  we  may  atta^  the  enemy  with  more 
courage,  and  perhaps  succeed  in  driving  him  from  Tlacotalpam,  the  only  place  he  has  been 
allowed  to  hold  in  the  line  of  my  command. 

I  communicate  this  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  republic 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

The  Minister  of  War  ana  Marine. 


No.  3. 
[TranslatioD.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— ADVANCED  SECTION  ON  TLACOTALPAM — COLONEL-IN-CHIEF. 

Citizen  General  :  Yesterday  morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of 
two  hundred  infantry  and  cavalry,  sallied  out  of  the  city  upon  our  advance,  trying  to  sor- 
prise  Commander  Eulalio  Vela,  who  was  in  ambush  to  watch  the  enemy  hunting  cattle. 
The  consequence  was  a  conflict  which  resulted  in  our  favor,  though  Commander  Vela  had 
but  one  hundred  men  of  both  kinds. 

The  enemy  fled  in  haste,  leaving  their  dead  in  our  hands. 

When  the  skirmish  began  I  moved  with  a  column  to  threaten  Fort  Homos.  The  enemy 
came  out,  but  soon  retreated  with  the  loss  of  three  men  and  four  horses. 

Commander  Vela,  whose  braverv  on  this  occasion  corresponded  with  his  reputation,  re- 
ceived three  bullet  wounds,  but  did  not  leave  the  field  till  the  enemy  was  driven  back  to  his 
trenches.  Lieutenant  Lili  was  also  wounded  on  an  occasion  that  makes  him  worthy  of  rec- 
ommendation. We  had  but  two  of  our  men  killed,  while  the  enemy  paid  dearly  for  his 
audacity.  As  soon  as  I  heard  Commander  Vela  was  woun^ded,  I  sent  Colonel  Pablo  Diaz  to 
his  aid.  We  buried  six  of  the  enemy  found  killed  in  the  camp  he  had  deserted.  We  also 
got  three  horses,  fourteen  percussion  rifles,  one  sabre,  harness,  and  some  veiy  bad  provisions. 
We  released  two  prisoners  that  had  been  forced  into  the  enemy's  ranks.  We  learned  from 
spies  that  the  enemy  had  sixteen  wounded. 

On  this  occasion  the  gunboats  could  be  of  no  service  to  the  land  forces  because  they  were 
too  far  ofl*,  and  the  French  marines  despise  the  land  forces  and  show  contempt  for  them. 

This  I  communicate  to  you  for  your  information,  congratulating  you  on  the  happy  event 
that  once  more  proves  the  valor  and  resolution  of  our  troops. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Canlp  near  Tlacotalpam,  May  25,  1866. 

FRANCISCO  CARREON. 

The  Second  General-in-Chief  of  the  Eastern  Lint,  at  Amatlan, 

•  Amatlan,  June  15,  1866. 

I  certify  to  the  above  copy : 

J.  A.  RUIZ,  Seeretarji. 

No.  4. 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN    REPUDUC— HEADQUARTERS    OP    THE    EASTERN    LINE— SECOND    GENERAL-IN- 

CHIEF. 

Citizen  Minister  :  Colonel  Francisco  Carreon,  chief  of  the  advance  on  Tlacotalpam,  re- 
ported to  me  yesterday  from  the  vicinity  of  that  city,  as  follows  : 

**  Citizen  General:  Having  fixed  upon  a  plan  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Diaz  y  Lagos 
to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  lines,  that  officer  mar6hed  with  his  section  at  daybreak  along  the 
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rirer  tad  beffmn  the  battle.  He  was  leceiTed  with  artilleir  and  mnsketry,  ^t  his  braye  men 
duBged  with  the  shout  of  Viva  la  repMieat  and  drove  the  enemy  from  his  trenches.  The 
rangers  then  made  an  attack  on  the  other  side  and  sncceetled  in  the  object  of  their  attack. 
Colonel  Diaz  j  Lagos,  having  effected  his  design,  retired  without  being  molested.  That 
brave  officer  and  his  valiant  subordinates  have  demonstrated  the  true  courage  of  the  soldiers 
CD  the  eastern  line.  When  the  firing  had  ceased  in  the  direction  of  Ribera  I  attacked  Fort 
Honos  with  equal  success.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ariza,  at  the  head  of  a  coluiAn  composed  of 
the  second  Zara^^oza  battalion  and  the  Cosamaloapan,  charged  bavonets  upon  the  enemy,  who, 
however,  held  his  position  for  a  short  time,  and  then  suddenly  fled  to  the  city. 

**  During  these  skirmishes  there  were  many  personal  fights  of  great  honor  to  the  republican 
Boldiers.  I  then  .came  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ariza*s  aid  with  my  Acayucam  company,  to 
drive  the  haughty  imperialists  from  the  heights,  whence  they  kept  up  a  continued  fire.  The 
fight  continuM  vigorously,  and  many  houses  along  the  river  caught  fire  and  were  consumed. 
While  our  men  were  winning  fadeless  laurels  I  sent  a  company  to  the  other  side  of  the  town 
ind  it  iccomplished  what  I  wanted. 

"At  five  in  the  afternoon  I  returned  to  my  camp,  after  destroying  Fort  Homos.  My  losses 
are  detailed  in  annex  No.  1. 

"  I  cannot  say  what  was  the  enemy's  loss,  but  we  buried  eleven  bodies,  and  from  traces 
of  blood  many  wounded  must  have  been  carried  off. 

^'All  my  officers  and  men  did  their  duty,  but  I  must  particularize  the  brave  conduct  of 
C^tain  .1086  Maria  Igleeias,  with  Ariza*s  forces,  who  fell  bravely  with  sword  in  hand.  He 
had  the  tribute  of  funeral  honors,  as  mentioned  in  2  and  3.  The  gallant  conduct  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonels  Ariza  and  Diaz,  as  well  as  that  of  the  ranger  commanders  and  other  officers, 
oommend  them  to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation." 

I  communicate  the  above,  with  great  respect,  for  your  information,  and  in  just  eulogy  to 
Colonel  Carreon  and  the  brave  Mexicans  wno  fought  with  him  at  Tlacotalpam,  in  defence  of 
utkmal  independence. 

The  body  of  Captain  Iglesias  was  buried  to-day,  with  due  honors,  in  the  principal  church, 
where  the  shade  of  his  gbrious  memory  will  ever  repose. 

The  Toxtla  national  guards  joined  in  the  fight,  and  did  good  service  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river.  I  have  not  yet  had  the  report  of  its  colonel,  Larranaga.  Honor  and  glory  to 
the  brave  Mexicans  who  have  on  this  occasion  sacrificed  themselves  for  their  country. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Amatlan,  June  3,  1666. 


The  Military  Commander  of- 
A  certified  copy: 


ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 
Amatlan,  June  15,  1866. 
J.  A.  RUIZ,  Secretary, 


No.  5. 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— FORCES  NEAR  TLACOTALPAM— COLONEL-IN-CHIEP. 

CmzEH  General  :  Last  night  I  heard  the  enemy  had  formed  a  new  line  of  fortifications 
Bot  &r  from  the  first,  and  I  immediately  determined  to  drive  him  out  of  them.  So,  with 
Colonel  Diaz  Lagos  and  Captain  Jimenez,  I  took  a  position  on  the  Casemate  road,  leaving 
naall  force  to  protect  the  camp  and  baggage.  At  aaylight  Captain  Jimenez  attacked  Pu- 
Mrte  Oarda,  and  was  met  by  the  enemy's  artillery  and  rifles.  Colonel  Diaz  then  came  up, 
ttd  drove  the  enemy  back  into  the  town.  Next,  Captain  Lauro  Candiani,  Lieutenant  Albino 
aejres,  and  Prudencio  Martinez,  surrounded  the  town.  I  then  sent  out  two  companies  of 
'vigers,  under  Perez  and  Rohoso,  to  attack  Teran.  Captain  Alonzo  also  came  up  with  his 
^▼aliy.  AH  these  forces  charg^  the  enemy  at  once,  and  drove  him  back  some  distance. 
Aa  the  enemy's  cannonade  was  continuous,  1  sent  Captain  Bossa  out  witU  one  company  of 
uw  Zaragoza  battalion  to  take  their  guns,  while  Colonel  Ariza  was  to  command  all  our 
'OTces.  My  rig^ht  wing  was  well  protected  by  cavalry,  and  my  left  was  sustained  by  Lieuten- 
^  Zamudia  iad  Barreiro,  with  a  Minatitlan  company.  I  stationed  my  line  of  reserve  in 
^Bain  road,  and  took  a  position  with  my  own  men  at  Homos.  This  was  scarcely  effected 
^^  a  brisk  fire  began  on  both  sides.  Chie  of  the  French  steamers  then  began  to  bombard 
"•town;  many  houses  were  knocked  down,  and  the  thatched  ones  were  burned.  The  spec- 
■*«  at  this  moment  was  sad  and  imposing ;  the  bells  of  St  MichaePs  church,  occupied  by 
^'"'itMiers,  ringuag  strangely  in  contrast  with  the  sight  of  burning  houses, 
^he  enemy  had  now  retreated  to  their  last  intrenchments,  and  the  object  of  our  attack 
"•^  gained,  I  ordered  our  forces  to  beat  a  retreat 

^v  losses  are  detailed  in  No.  1.    Ribera  street,  and  the  streets  around  St  Michael's 
"y«h,  were  strewn  with  dead  bodies  of  the  enemy. 

^  the  troops  of  this  section  behaved  gallfintly,  so  I  can  give  no  special  recommendations ; 
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but  to  comply  with  mj  duty,  I  imitt  make  honorable  mention  of  tlie  Mcond  compaoj  of 
active  rangers,  commanded  bj  Captain  Candiani,  and  <^  the  Zaragoza  battalion,  nndir 
Captain  Bohoeo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  this  to  yon,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Camp  near  Tlaootalpam,  June  6,  1866. 

FRANCISCO  CABB£(»¥. 

The  GbhbrAl  Seoono  di  Chief  of  Uu  Eastern  Lime,  at  AmatUn, 

Amatlak,  June  15,  1866. 
A  certified  copy : 

J.  A.  BUIZ,  Seeretarff. 


No.  6. 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— EASTERN  LINE— INFANTRY  SECTION. 

After  reconnoitring  Tlacotalpam  on  the  9th,  wishing  to  drive  the  enemy  ont,  I  moved  a 
part  of  my  forces  yesterday,  with  a  column  of  cavaliy  under  Colonel  Gomez,  upon  that  dty, 
forming  two  columns  of  infantry  under  Lieutenant  Colonels  Diaz,  Lagos,  and  Aiiza. 

My  schemes  were  frustrated ;  for  the  enemy  retreated  as  soon  as  our  forces  appeared,  and 
burned  all  the  houses  behind  him.    He  did  this  to  discover  our  number,  for  it  was  not  yet  day. 

The  imperialists  took  refuge  in  their  limited  fortifications,  and  on  board  the  four  French 
war  steamers,  that  instantly  opened  fire  upon  us.  It  did  not  frighten  our  soldiers,  for  they 
advanced  almost  to  the  parapets  of  the  forts. 

At  four  o* clock  in  the  morning,  while  this  was  going  on,  several  of  the  enemy's  8<^£en 
came  over  to  our  side. 

My  sole  object  was  to  draw  the  enemy  .out  of  his  trenches  to  an  oi>en  field  fight ;  but  fail* 
ing  in  that,  I  ordered  the  retreat  of  the  attacking  columns  at  six  in  the  morning,  by  the 
national  road,  in  sight  of  the  enemy  on  land  and  on  the  boats. 

Knowing  the  enemy  in  the  town  depended  on  bis  larse  artillery  and  the  steamers  moored 
in  the  river,  and  had  not  the  courage  to  come  out,  I  continued  to  annoy  him ;  and  this  I  will 
continue,  informing  you  of  the  result. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Camp  in  Mototepec,  May  15,  1866. 

F.  CABREON. 

The  General  Second  CoBiMANDER  in  Chief  of  the  Eastern  Line. 


Jfo.  7. 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBUC— ADVANCED  STATION,  NEAR  TLACOTALPAM. 

At  eleven  at  night  my  forces  were  in  front  of  Tlacotalpam,  about  to  begin  the  attack, 
when  the  gunboats  opened  upon  us,  and  we  were  compelled  to  retire.  They  are  now  on 
the  surrounding  heights,  determined  to  annoy  the  garrison  as  long  as  possible. 

Inclependence  and  liberty !    Camp  at  Amates,  May  29,  1866. 


The  General  Second  in  Chief  of  the  EasUm  Line. 


F.  CARBEON. 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  thb  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  July  21,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  for  the  information  of  tto 

government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  15th  of 

June  last,  addressed  to  me  from  Amatlan  by  General  Don  Alejandro  Graicii# 

second  in  command  on  the  eastern  line  of  the  Mexican  republic,  in  reply  to  my 
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cirenliir  <^  the  26tb  of  April  toncbiDg  the  eyacaation  of  Mexico  by  the  French 
amtj,  which  I  Bent  to  him,  and  copies  of  which  I  endoeed  to  70a  with  my  letter 
of  the  9tb  of  May  following. 

I  accept  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Seci:etary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distingaished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

H(m.  WiuaAM  H.  Sbward,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


[Translation.] 

MiaaCAH  REPUBLIC,  HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  EASTERN  UNE— SECOND  OENERAL-Qf-GHIEF. 

AfifATLAN,  June  15,  1866. 

CiTZEN  Minister  :  I  report  to-day  to  the  citizen  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  re- 
pobtie  as  foUows : 

**  I  recently  reoeiTed  a' printed  correspondence  (No.  7)  from  tlie  Mexican  lej^atiofi  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  dated  Washington,  26tfa  of  April  last,  in  which  our  minister  pleni- 
potentiary, citizen  Matias  Romero,  sends  a  translated  copy  of  the  principal  documents  sent 
by  the  Pmident  of  the  United  States  to  Uie  39th  Congress,  at  the  request  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  relation  to  the  Mexican  question. 

**AbI  do  not  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  correspondence,  considering  its  source,  nor  the 
correctness  of  the  translation  of  the  documents  quoted,  as  they  are  certified  by  the  secretary 
of  ^  Mexican  legation,  citizen  Ignacio  MiAscal,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Rtpreme  government  to  the  contradiction  between  some  declarations  of  those  documents  and 
certain  &cts  transpiring  in  this  part  of  the  republic,  under  my  command,  so  that  you  may 
communicate  them  to  Uie  President  of  the  republic,  to  be  acted  on  as  he  may  think  best. 

**In  note  No.  17,  addressed  by  Mr.  Seward  to  Marquis  Montholonon  the  12th  of  Februaiy 
last,  analyzing  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys's  of  the  9th  of  January,  among  other  things  the  fol 
loving  words  of  the  French  minister  are  quoted : 

*'*0n  the  other  hand,  we  admit  as  well  as  they  [the  United  States]  the  principle  of  non- 
intarrention.  From  this  moment  we  return  to  our  .principle  of  non-intervention,  and  we 
accept  it  as  a  rule  of  conduct.* 

"This  was  said  by  the  French  minister  to  the  American  minister  on  the  9th  of  January. 
Now,  I  take  the  liberty  of  pointing  out  to  you  the  contradiction  that  is  working  here  on  this 
Une  between  facts  and  the  official  promise,  so  that  the  government  of  the  republic  may  not 
fiul  to  know  it,  on  account  of  its  great  distance  from  these  regions. 

"The  80-calied  imperial  government  sent  an  armed  expedition  here  in  March, last  to  con- 
qoer  the  coast  towns  that  have  continued  to  obey  the  republican  government. 

"The  expedition  of  infantry  and  cavalry  would  never  have  succeeded  in  getting  as  it  did 
bat  for  the  aid  of  the  French  war  steamers  Temp^te,  Diligente,  Pique,  and  Taetique,  and  one 
other  I  have  forgotten. 

"These  five  steamers,  with  French  flags  and  four  hundred  men,  infantry  and  marines, 
came  up  to  Tlacotalpam  on  the  24th  of  March,  while  the  imperial  troops  went  round  by 
Omealca,  forcing  me  to  evacuate  that  place,  the  seat  of  government  and  headquarters  of  the 
eastern  line,  with  the  few  loyal  forces  that  garrisoned  it. 

"Soon  afterwards  I  collected  all  the  loyal  Mexican  troops  in  the  State,  and  laid  siege  to 
Tlacotalpam  to  recover,  it  from  the  Mexican  traitors  who  held  it,  aided  by  the  five  French 
Teesels,  that  continued  to  cannonade  us  so  vigorouslv  we  could  not  retake  it. 

"I  must  here  add  that  on  the  attack  of  the  6tb,  when  our  soldiers  had  already  penetrated 
■omeof  the  streets,  and  were  threatening  Zaragoza  square,  into  which  we  had  forced  the 
eofioy,  the  French  vessels,  knowing  we  nad  no  artillery,  began  to  bombard  the  town,  and 
did  much  damage  to  the  houses  and  harmless  inhabitants. 

"Besides  these  acts,  which  are  daily  repeated,  there  are  others  not  less  flagrant  in  Vera 
Cms,  where  the  French  packet  arrived  on  the  10th  instant  with  five  hundred  soldiers  for  the 
anny  of  the  so-called  empire,  that  landed  in  Uie  city  and  immediately  set  out  for  Mexico. 

"From  this,  citizen  minister,  you  will  learn  that  the  French  are  not  practicing  intervention 
in  tids  country,  and  you  will  please  so  inform  the  President  of  the  republic  that  he  may  act 
in  the  case  as  he  thinks  proper." 

AH  of  which  I  transcribe  for  your  information  and  proper  action. 

ALEJANDRO  QABCIA. 

(^tizen  Matus  Romero, 

Entoff  Extraerdinarp  and  Minister  Plenipotentiarff 

0/  tAs  RepMie  %n  the  United  States  of  America^  Washington  CUif, 
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Sellor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seioard. 
[Translation.] 

Washington,  JitZj^  21,  1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  70a  some  extracts  of  two  letters 
received  by  the  last  steamer  from  Vera  Grnz,  one  of  the  29  th  of  June,  fipom  the 
city  of  Mexico,  and  the  other  from  Puebla,  dated  the  5th  instant,  containing 
important  information  of  reported  arrangements  lately  entered  into  between  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  and  his  Mexican  agent,  the  Austrian  ex- Archduke 
Ferdinand  Maximilian.  I  am  promised  to  have  a  copy  of  the  conventioQ 
therein  referred  to ;  as  soon  as  it  reaches  me,  I  will  enclose  it  to  yon. 

This  is  the  information  I  allnded  to  in  my  conversation  with  you  in  the  De- 
partment of  State  this  morning. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMEEO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


[Translation.] 

•  Mexico,  June  29,  1666. 

o  o  o  o  e  o  o 

Here  is  the  substance  of.  the  negotiations  between  Mr.  Dano,  the  French  minister,  and 
Maximilian : 

France  will  leave  20,000  men  in  Mexico  for  four  jears,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Frendi 
treasury.  They  will  assume  tbe  title  of  Mexican  soldiers,  only  changing  their  flag  and 
uniform.  France  will  contribute  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  month  to  the  deficit  of  tbe 
civil  list.    Collection  of  the  revenues  will  be  intrusted  entirely  to  the  French. 

Two  hundred  thousd&d  dollars  will  be  appropriated  monthly  to  the  railroad  between  Mexico 
and  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  road  will  be  mortgaged  for  the  French  debt,  the  certificates  of  the 
last  loans  being  exchanged  for  railroad  bonds. 

Such  is  the  substance  of  the  contract.  Troops  had  begun  to  march  upon  San  Luis,  and 
twenty  thousand  suits  of  clothing  had  been  contracted  for.  The  so-called  **  Cazadores 
Mejicanos"  will  continue  to  wear  the  French  medals.  Bazaine  will  soon  start  for  San  Lub. 
I  onderstand  that  Jeaningros  has  been  ordered  to  reoccupy  Matamoras,  at  all  hazards.  The 
loss  of  Matamoras  was  the  cause  of  mutual  recrimination  between  Maximilian  and  Bazaine, 
and  the  discord  was  increased  by  the  decree  revoking  the  pension  granted  by  the  republic  to 
the  family  of  GJeneral  Zaragoza,  the  conqueror  of  the  French  at  Pueblo. 

I  will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  convention  alluded  to,  by  the  next  steamer. 

•  9  Q  9  O  O  • 


r  Translation.] 

Pueblo,  July  5, 1666. 

Much  Esteemed  Sir  :       *  *  *  *  *  * 

Since  the  promise  of  France  to  observe  the  principles  of  non-intervention,  it  is  observed 
that  its  army  continues  to  sustain  the  government  erected  in  Mexico ;  and  the  means  resorted 
to  in  sustaining  and  consolidating  the  throne  seem  exceedingly  Strang. 

Reliable  papers  from  Mexico  report  that  Maximilian  has  concluded  a  convention  with 
Dano,  the  french  minister.  Its  bases  are :  That  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men,  coid- 
posed  of  the  Austrians  and  Belgians  now  tighting,  with  the  French  that  are  to  be  disbanded 
in  order  to  enter  the  Mexican  service,  are  to  remain.  France  is  to  contribute  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  a  month  for  four  years,  and  will  supply  the  deficit  of  the  civil  list. 

The  general  opinion  here  is,  that,  in  spite  of  the  solemn  promises  made  by  France  to  ib» 
United  States,  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  army  will  not  be  effected  in  good  fiuth,  for  if  is 
hard  to  give  up  a  work  that  has  cost  so  much  blood  and  money. 

o  o  o  o  •  o  • 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DIPIiOMATIC  CaBRESPONDEKOS.  189 

Sehor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translatioii.] 

Mexican  Lboation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  July  24,  1866. 

Mr.  Sbcrbtary:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
govenunent  of  the  United  States,  the  copj  of  a  letter  of  the  5th  instant  from 
a  leliaUe  person  in  the  citj  of  Mexico ;  also  three  extracts  from  La  Sociedad, 
a  paper  of  that  city,  which  were  enclosed  in  the  letter. 

Attrition  is  called  in  the  letter  to  two  circulars  contained  in  the  extracts 
issued  by  the  so-called  prefects  of  Durango  and  Queretaro,  in  regard  to  the  en- 
listment of  volunteers  in  two  corps  of  chasseurs,  which  are  organizing,  with 
others  of  the  same  kind,  by  the  ex-Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian,  to  form 
an  army  to  sustain  his  usurpation  when  the  French  flag  is  withdrawn  from 
Mexico. 

From  the  enclosed  circulars  it  appears  that  the  new  army  is  to  be  composed 
of  Mexicans  and  French,  the  latter  in  greater  majority  as  soldiers,  and  especially 
officers.  As  a  proof  of  this  last  assertion  the  first  battalion  of  cazadores  was 
fonned  of  Mexicans,  and  nearly  half  of  the  eighty-first  regiment  of  the  line  of 
the  French  army  now  in  Mexico,  and  most  alT  the  officers  were  French.  Out 
of  28  officers  in  those  battalions  only  two  are  of  Mexican  descent,  all  the  others 
being  French,  as  the  names  will  show.  *This  is  seen  in  the  list  published  by 
the  so-called  minister  of  war  of  the  usurper,  on  the  30th  of  June  last,  contained 
in  one  of  the  enclosed  extracts.  All  of  them  came  out  of  the  invading  army,  and 
being  promoted  one  grade,  they  now  enter  the  army  that  is  to  support  the 
nnirp^. 

These  particulars  confirm  the  report  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you 
ic  my  letter  of  the  21st,  in  regard  to  the  late  arrangements  between  the  i^m- 
peror  Napoleon  and  his  agent  in  Mexico,  to  sustain  him  in  the  position  where 
French  bayonets  have  placed  him  when  France  has  withdrawn  her  flag,  but  not 
ber  soldiers,  from  Mexico. 

My  desire  that  the  United  States  be  duly  informed  of  the -most  important 
political  events  occurring  in  Mexico  during  the  present  crisis  has  induced  me 
to  give  you  the  information  contained  in  the  present  note. 

I  accept  the  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
mj  most  distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


M.  ROMERO. 


No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

Mexico,  July  6,  1866. 

I  send  a  circular  for  the  enlistment  of  volonteers,  published  in  Durango.  *  You  will  see 
bf  it  that  Maximilian  is  oiganizing  a  Mexican  army^  forming  corps  of  cazadom  de  M^'ieo^  by 
ibe  tiflM  the  French  leave,  which  will  be  soon.  TTiese  corpiB  will  be  composed  of  three  or 
five  per  cent,  of  Mexicans,  and  the  rest  foreigners — that  is,  French.  The  best  evidence  of 
tKis  h,  that  the  main  body  of  the  first  battalion  of  cazador^  is  formed  of  one  thousand 
in«n  taken  from  the  Slst  regiment  of  the  line  of  the  French  army.  The  object  of  this  is 
ta retain  the  French  army  and  call  it  Mexican.  You  will  see  by  the  paper  extracts  1  send 
that  ofQt  of  tweoty-eight  officers  of  the  cazadores,  there  are  only. two  Mexicans.  The  French 
KTgeanis  have  been  promoted  to  subalterns,  and  the  latter  raised  to  captains.  A  few 
•oathem  rebels  have  been  taken  into  the  ranks. 
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The  French  Ck>lonel  De  Portier,  known  as  the  tccwge  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  ae  tiie 
Sflsassin  in  Michoacan,  will  remain  as  general. 

Bazaine  has  gone  inland  to  malce  these  arrangements ;  and  though  it  is  B<ud  he  will  go 
back  to  France  in  September  with  three-fonrths  of  the  French  army,  there  is  little  ai^>ear* 
ance  of  it  at  present. 

o  o  o  •  •  ••  • 


No.  2. 

[Translation.] 

CtVTL  PaiFBOTUKI  01*  DUEANOO,  sionoN  3,  KO.  448. 

DuRAKGO,  June  15,  1866. 

His  majesty  the  emperor,  and  his  excellency  Marshal  Bazaine,  having  determined  to  raise 
a  battalion  of  foot  eaxadores,  similar  to  those  in  the  French  army,  the  prefect  charges  yon 
to  open  an  office  for  the  enlistment  of  yolunteers  within  yonr  district,  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations  for  recruiting  volunteers  of  the  1st  of  November,  paying  twenty-fire  dd- 
fauTB  to  each  volunteer,  after  conforming  to  articles  59  and  60  of  the  law  referred  to. 

The  infiuktry  battalion  of  cazadores  shall  be  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  French'  bst- 
talion,  and  shall  consist  of  French  and  Mexican  officers  and  soldiers.  The  soldiers  of  tl^ 
body  shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  of  the  French  army,  paid  regularly,  and  all  their  ne- 
cessitles  supplied.     Corporal  punishment  shall  not  be  inflicted. 

When  not  on  duty  they  may  go  out  of  their  quarters,  and  leave  to  visit  their  famOiei 
may  be  given  to  those  who  conduct  themselves  properly. 

When  their  term  of  service  is  out  they  lire  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  discharge,  and 
diall  not  be  forced  into  military  service  again. 

Mexican  soldiers  who  g^ve  proo£s  of  courage  and  intelligence  shall  be  made  officers, 
according  to  merit  antl  time  of  service.  Those  in  the  rural  guards  giving  evidence  of  merit 
may  be  transferred  to  the  battalion  of  cazadores  with  their  same  rank. 

When  the  battalion  is  first  organized  intelligent  Mexicans  may  be  made  corponds  and 
SMFgeaots. 

The  recruiting  flag  shall  be  hoisted  <m  the  1st  of  July  over  the  headquarters  in  this 
capital,  Pearle  street,  No.  12. 

The  above  I  communicate  to  you  by  order  of  the  prefect,  to  be  put  in  execution,  and  yon 
are  hereby  ordered  to  have  the  same  made  public.  ' 

LADISLAO  LOPEZ  NEGRETE, 

Secretary  General  qf  the  Pr^ecturu 

Captain  Manukl  FBRNAin)EZ, 

AcUnff  MUiiary  Commander. 


No.  3. 


[Translation.] 

In  regard  to  the  organization  of  Mexican  forces,  and  the  formation  of  the  second  bat* 
talion  of  cazadores,  the  Esperanza  of  Queretaro  says  : 

**  By  order  of  the  civil  prefect  we  insert  the  following  circular,  directed  to  the  dwtric 
officials,  to  protect  and  encourage  the  enlistment  of  soldier^  for  that  distinguished  corps 
We  have  little  to  add  to  what  is  said  in  the  circular  about  the  prefect's  views  according 
with  those  of  the  emperor  of  giving  power  and  influence  to  the  Mexican  army.  KTery 
citizen,  whatever  his  condition,  should  aid  in  this  good  work,  and  to  show  him  how  to  do 
it,  we  call  hi^  particular  attention  to  the  circular. 

**  The  prefect  has  done  well  to  have  a  large  quantity  printed  and  published,  and  exten* 
sively  distributed  throughout  the  country." 

Here  is  the  circular  to  which  the  Queretaro  paper  refers  : 

**  CIVIL  PRXFKOTURB  Of  THE  nEPABTMEMT  OF  QtJBRSTABO. 

**  dfodar, 

<'JinrB20,  1866. 
«*  By  order  of  his  majesty's  government,  the  second  battalion  of  cazadores  de  Mefieo  Is  or- 
ganizing in  this  city,  to  form  the  new  permanent  army  of  Mexico,  with  others  formiog  In 
different  localities,  conforming  in  every  way  to  the  French  army.    ^<^  r 
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"HVnt  this  pnrpcMO  a  recrultiDg  ofi&ce  is  established  in  l^is  dty,  at  the  San  Francisco 
banadv,  where  airvolonteers  will  be  received  every  day,  from  half  past  eight  to  half  past 
nine  in  the  morning. 

"  Hie  term  of  volunteer  servioe  is  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7  years. 

**The7  will  be  well  treated  and  attended  to  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  French 
umj^  supplied  with  clothing,  shoes,  food,  bedding,  &c.,  &c.,  and  shall  have  the  same  pay 
SB  the  sou&ves. 

*'The  enlisting  volunteer  must  have  these  qualifications : 

"  1.  Age  between  eighteen  and  thirty-five  years. 

"2.  Health,  good,  and  of  ordinary  size. 

"  3.  CoDdition,  single,  or  widower  without  children. 

*'  4.  Conduct  orderly,  and  convicted  of  no  infamous  punishment. 

*'  His  majesty's  government  hopes  to  restore  the  Me3(ican  army  to  its  former  splendor, 
wbeo  the  country  was  prosperous.  Constituted  in  the  proper  manner,  with  the  aid  of  the 
loyal  BODS  of  the  nation,  and  those  who  adopt  the  noble  profession  of  arms,  it  wiU  l»ecome 
in  a  short  lime  a  great,  moral,  and  brave  army,  a  worthy  rival  of  armieb  of  the  most  civil- 
iied  nations,  because  its  constituent  basis  will  be  the  French  army,  acknowledged  over  all 
the  globe  to  be  the  best  in  organization,  instruction,  and  discipline.  ' 

'*  His  majesty's  government  and  its  agents  desire  to  elevate  the  Mexican  soldier,  to  in- 
Qiiie  him  with  a  noble  and  just  pride,  to  make  him  understand  that  he  is  no  longer  a  war 
BMcfaine,  but  a  citizen  of  the  most  honorable  class  in  the  country  ;  while  society  will  con- 
Sbbb  that  be  merits  all  its  sympathy  and  care,  as  an  integral  portion  of  the  power  that  con- 
stitntes  the  firmest  support  of  social  order. 

"The  officers,  sergeants,  and  corporals  of  the  second  battalion  of  cazadores  are  selected 
from  Mexicans  and  French.  Mr.  Deville  Chabrol,  its  commander,  is  worthy  of  his  position, 
•nd  knows  how  to  treat  a  soldier. 

"I lend  you  this  circular  by  order  of  the  civil  prefect  You  wiU  have  it  distributed 
extensively  among  the  citizens  who  can  appreciate  its  importance,  and  encourage  them  by 
lU  lawful  means  to  enlist. 

"  I  enclose  a  blank  certifiate  to  be  given  to  those  who  wish  to  enlist,  so  they  may  appear 
t^once  before  the  administrative  council  at  the  San  Francisco  barracks,  under  the  condi- 
tiODs  expressed  in  paragraph  five  of  this  circular. 

"The  prefect  relies  upon  your  zeal  and  intelligence  for  the  proper  execution  of  this  order. 

*'J.  ANTONIO  8EPTIEN, 

^'Acting  Swriiary  Otnerai. 

"The  SuB-PftiriOT  <^  the  Dubriti  </ ,"  Sfe. 

The  Esperanza  continues : 

"  We  take  much  pleasure  in  informing  the  public  that  the  second  battalion  of  cazadores 
b  fittt  filling  up  with  the  best  men  in  the  country,  both  Mexicans  and  French,  who  are  on 
excellent  terms ;  and  when  others  see  how  well  those  enlisted  are  treated,  the  ranks  will 
MOD  be  filled  in  ^ite  of  predictions  to  the  contrary. 

"  Why  cannot  we  Mexicans  form  an  army  worthy  of  the  name,  such  as  we  had  in  fonner 
fimes,  free  from  the  demoralization  of  revolutionary  coVruption  V* 


Ho.  4. 
[Translation.] 
WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
uir  e?  omciAL  ocHunssiom  obaiteid  thi  past  momth  iob  thi  vbwlt  oxoAinziD  battauovs. 

Federioo  Moaso,  lieutenant  first  battalion  ;  Manuel  Omelas,  lieutenant  first  battalion  ; 
Attado  Alfredo  Bourlon,  second  lieutenant  second  battalion ;  Pedro  Marcelo  Casserrane, 
noood  lieutenant  second  battalion  ;  JosS  Enrique  Ohatnpelon,  second  lieutenant  second 
liitttalioo ;  Francisco  Petavy,  second  lieutenant  second  battalion ;  Juan  Millia,  second 
Beatenant  second  battalion  ;  Luis  Adrian  Falconnet,  second  lieutenant  second  battalion  ; 
Brteban  Dedderio  Falavantour,  second  lieutenant  seoond  battalion  ;  Enrique  Francibco 
Al^andro  Morrille,  second  lieutenant  second  battalion  ;  Isidore  Luis  Traroblay,  second 
Uentenant  second  battalion  ;  Juan  Eugeoio  Gonnay,  second  lieutenant  fourth  battalion  ; 
Joan  Jo66  Eugenio  Mizar,  second '  lieutenant  fourth  battalion ;  Juan  Chidel,  second 
Uenteoant  fifth  battalion ;  Claudlo  Augusto  Clement,  second  lieutenant  fifth  battalion ; 
Javier  Sorobaine,  second  lieutenant  fifth  battalion  ;  Hipolito  Moynier,  captain  in  the 
•STOkth  battalion ;  Jorge  Frandsoo  Burwell,  captain  in  the  seventh  battalion^  Nicolas 
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Schmitt,  captain  la  the  eighth  battalion;  Julio  Coray,  second  lieutenant  eighth  battation ; 
Benjamia  Hedon,  aeoood  lieutenant  eighth  battalion ;  Luis  Eugenio  FranoomuD,  secood 
lieutenant  eighth  battalion  ;  Florencio  Luis  Aynar,  second  lieutenant  eighth  battalion ; 
Angel  Bonbidn  San  tori,  second  lieutenant  eighth  battalion  ;  Juan  Jos^  liana  Oertua, 
second  lieutenant  eighth  battalion  ;  Luis  E  Fernando  Francisco  Champreux,  second  Uea- 
tenant  eighth  battalion  cazadores ;  Fernando  Carlos  Oheryillon  y  Lois,  second  lieutenant 
eighth  battalion  cazadores. 

J.  M.  MARQUEZ, 

AeUng  Secrdary  q^  War. 
Mexico,  June  30,  1866.  .  • 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

•  [Translation.] 

Washington,  July  31, 1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  number  of  the  Temps,  of 
Paris,  published  the  17th  of  this  month,  in  which  you  will  find  a  paragraph 
taken  from  the  Memorial  de  la  Loire,  of  the  14th,  stating  that  a  new  detach- 
ment of  the  so-called  Foreign  Legion,  of  Mexico,  passed  through  that  city  on 
the  13th,  from  Aix,  going  to  embark  at  St.  Nazaire  for  Vera  Cruz. 
Most  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


[From  the  "Temps,"  of  Paris,  of  July  17,  1866.— Translation.] 

The  '*  Memorial  de  la  Loire,"  of  the  14th  instant,  reports  that  a  new  detachment  of  the 
Foreign  Legion,  coming  from  Aix  and  going  to  embark  at  St.  Nazaire,  passed  yesterday,  the 
13th,  through  that  city.    . 


SeHor^Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  tw  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  August  1,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 

fovemment  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  mentioned  in  the  annexed  in* 
ex,  which  show  what  have  been  the  military  operations  of  the  army  of  the 
porth  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  from  the  beginning  of  April  to  the  end  of  June 
last,  in  which  such  operations  ended  with  the  capture  of  Matamoras,  aftier  the 
complete  victory  obtained  by  the  national  forces  over  the  enemy  at  La  Mesa  de 
Santa  Gertrudis  on  the  16th  June  aforesaid. 

This  is  a  very  satisfactory  occasion  for  me  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary, 
the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  S^„  S^c, 
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•«  idUdk  Ae  M^xumm  UgtLtum  ot  WaMngt9n  remiis  to  the  Departwuni  of 
Stat€§^  with  Us  note  of  thju  date,  ufom  the  military  operations  of  the  army 
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Proclamation  of  Greneral  Garza,  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  south  and  centre 
of  Tamanlipas,  to  the  troops  which  sustained  the  nsurpation  of  Maximilian. 

Official  report  of  General  Albino  Espinosa,  quartermaster  general  of  the 
army  of  the  north,  to  General  Escooedo,  chief  of  said  army,  of  the  battle 
of  Tanquecitos  against  Dupin  on  April  24,  1866. 

Proclamation  of  General  Pedro  Martinez,  chief  of  the  third  brigade  of  .cav- 
alry of  the  army  of  the  north,  to  the  towns  along  the  southern  line  of 
New  Leon. 

Proclamation  of  General  Escobedo,  of  the  army  of  the  north,  on  occasion 
of  late  events. 

The  constitutional  alcalde  of  Rio  Blanco  commonicates  to  General  Esco- 
bedo  the  outrages  committed  by  the  French  in  that  settlement  during  die 
occupation  by  them. 

The  commander  of  the  squadron  of  Rio  Bhmco  makes  similar  communica- 
tion to  General  Escobedo. 

General  Escobedo  orders  General  Trevino,  in  command  of  the  first  division 
of  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the  north,  to  make  reprisals  on  the  prisoners 
taken  from  the  enemy. 

Proclamation  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Darius  Garza,  of  the  army  of  the  north, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  second  district  of  the  State  of  New  Leon,  on 
account  of  the  depredations  committed  bv  the  French. 

Introduction  to  the  official  documents  on  the  victory  of  La  Mesa  de  Santa 
Gertrudis. 

Official  report  of  General  Escobedo  to  the  minister  of  war,  of  the  victory  of 
La  Mesa  de  Santa  Geytrudis. 

Proclamation  of  General  Escobedo,  congratulating  the  troops  of  his  com- 
mand on  their  participation  in  such  victory. 

Report  in  detail  from  General  Escobedo  to  the  department  of  war,  of  the 
same  victory. 

Capitulation  of  the  city  of  Matamoras,  Inr  which  it  was  delivered  to  the 
forces  of  the  national  government  of  Mexico. 

Proclamation  of  General  Caravajal  to  the  inhabitants  of  Tamaulipas,  men- 
tioning the  occupation  of  Matamoras. 

Proclamation  of  General  Garza  to  the  inhabitants  of  Matamoras. 


No.  1. 


[Translation.] 

TUgeaenl  commanding  in  chief  the  forces  of  the  central  and  southern  districts  of  Tamaulipas 
to  die  iroops  of  any  nationalUy  sustaining  the  empire : 

BoLMCRR :  It  is  four  years  hince  you  were  brought  here  to  fight  us,  who  only  ask  to  govern 
omselves  according  to  republican  principles.  Yon  are  made  to  believe  that  the  ridiculous 
throne  of  Maximilian  can  be  consolidated  in  this  country,  and  you  have  not  been  told  that 
we  are  so  far  from  accepting  it  that  the  only  emperor  we  ever  nad  (Itorbide)  paid  with  his 
head  for  the  title  he  bore  so  short  a  time. 

Itorbide  was  a  Mexican — was  supported  by  Mexicans.  He  had  in  his  favor  the  great 
nBown  which  be  justly  obtained  by  making  us  shake  off  the  Spanish  yoke,  and  yet  be  fell. 
Bo  yon  think  that  a  foreigner,  sustained  by  foreigners,  who  comes  from  Austria,  begging 
the  protection  of  Napoleon  III,  to  make  himself  emperor  of  a  country  which  does  not  even 
know  him,  can  long  usurp  the  supreme  power  of  our  country  ?  Soldiers,  you  have  been 
inwled.  In  lieu  of  a  military  promenade,  which  you  thought  to  take  through  our  country, 
yon  ftad  that  every  one  of  our  aefiles  swanbs  with  liberal  forces,  always  ready  to  oppose  you. 

Many  among  yon  have  come  to  make  part  of  the  so-called  guard  of  the  emperatrez ;  but, 
in  pUee  of  the  life  of  luxury  which  you  expected,  you  are  obliged  to  run  over  Mexico  from 
one  nd  to  the  other,  to  meet  deatb  at  the  hands  of  the  audacious  guerillas. 

French,  Germans,  Belgians,  Italians,  (I  address  myself  to  all  foreigners  who  compose  the 
hnperial  army:)  Our  country  has  magnificent  lands,  which  only  await  laborions  hands  to 
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r  epaj  with  nsnrj  the  trouble  of  eultiyation.  Abandon  that  armj  which  wages  such  an  xukymi 
war  upon  us ;  come  where  the  defenders  of  Mexican  independence  are  found.  If  jon  wi<h 
to  share  our  toils,  you  shall  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  the  republican  soldier.  If  70a  prefer 
your  passports  for  the  north  or  any  other  foreign  country,  they  shall  be  famished  you,  with 
all  the  securities  of  our  leg^islation.  But  if  you  wish  to  settle  as  peaceable  citizens  on  any 
part  of  our  lands,  yon  shall  be  protected  so  that  you  may  live  quiedv. 

Many  amone  us  formerly  belonged  to  the  French  army  and  the  torei^  leeion ;  they  can 
tell  you  how  they  have  been  treated.    You  will  then  see  that  I  do  not  mislead  you, 

JUAN  J.  DE  LA  GARZA, 
€r€neral-iu-Ckief  of  the  Independent  Forces  of' lbs 

Central  and  Southern  DiUricts  of  TamauUpas, 
Victoria,  February  22,  1866. 


No.  2. 


[From  the  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  republic,  No.  18,  Paso  del  Norte,  May  31,  1866.— 

Translation.] 

ARMY  CORPS  OF  THE  NORTH. 

We  take  the  following  despatch  from  the  official  bulletin,  of  Linares : 

.   SoLEDAD,  April  25,  1866. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  I  started  on  the  24th,  at  three  in  the  morning,  for  Valle  de 
Purisima,  with  a  division  of  infantry  and  one  section  of  mountain  artillery.  We  left  the 
Mick  and  baggage  at  that  place. 

The  design  of  this  march  was  to  attack  a  force  of  French  and  traitors,  consisting  of  300 
infantry,  300  cavalry,  and  two  pieces  of  mountain  artillery,  under  Dupio,  that  had  arrived  at 
Arroyo  on  the  23d. 

Ou  the  moruiug  of  the  24th  I  arrived  at  the  Tanquecitos  and  Soledad  crossroads,  where  I 
found  General  Aurcliano  Riveras,  at  the  bead  of  the  San  Luis  cavalry  brigade.  Scarcity  of 
water  along  the  main  road  forced  me  to  the  Chavez  pond,  where  I  arrived  at  three  in  the 
afWuoon.  After  a  short  rest,  I  went  on  to  Tanquecitos.  On  the  way  I  perceived  a  great 
dust  on  the  left  of  the  road,  near  Jaramillo,  and  soon  learned  from  scouts  that  it  waa  caused 
by  the  enemy^s  cavalry  returning  from  water. 

I  immediately  ordered  citizen  Aureliano  Riveras,  with  100  cavalry,  to  attack  him  and  cut 
off  bis  return  to  the  town,  or  to  feign  an  attack  and  draw  him  into  ambush,  while  I  took  pos- 
session of  Tanquecitos  and  intrenched  there. 

At  half  past  nve  in  the  afternoon  I  ordered  cannon  to  open  on  the  place  to  drive  the  enemy 
out.  He  soon  returned  the  fire,  but  did  not  continue  long.  Trusting  to  their  strengUi,  the 
French  traitors  dashed  upon  us,  and  we  had  to  give  back  till  we  came  to  the  infantry,  when 
the  battle  became  general. 

I  then  ordered  Colonel  £.  Mayer  with  the  Zaragoza  battalion  to  a  stream  where  cavalry 
could  only  pass  in  two  places.  He  started  with  the  shout  of  hurrah  for  the  republic !  and 
very  soon  came  up  with  the  enemy.  In  the  mean  time  I  sent  Colonel  A.  Floies,  with  a  bat- 
iallon  of  hunters  and  a  company  of  sappers,  to  take  the  advance.  They  marched  forward 
with  the  saaie  shouts  of  confidence. 

Souie  of  the  enemy  that  had  crossed  in  pursuit  of  our  cavalry  had  to  retreat  in  double- 
•quiek,  and  fell  back  to  the  protection  of  a  column  of  infantry  and  a  piece  of  artillerr.  Bat 
he  soon  returned  to  the  charge,  with  a  company  of  rifles,  and  came  within  a  few  yards  of  oar 
lines.  I  had  already  begun  to  advance  with  the  rest  of  the  battalions  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  trusting  the  left  to  Colonel  L.  Casares,  of  the  mixed  battalion.  I  ordered  an  attack, 
iiring  in  battalions,  and  it  wus  so  mortally  destructive  the  traitors  soon  retreated. 

I  now  ordered  General  Riveras  to  cross  the  river  and  drive  the  enemy  back,  and  I  gave  a 
similar  order  to  Captain  Qarcia,  who  commanded  the  escort.  The  enemy  now  presented  him- 
self  for  the  third  time,  but  was  so  warmly  received  by  our  cavalry  he  biad  to  retreat  in  great 
precipitation. 

Our  victory  was  complete.  We  held  possession  of  the  field,  but  the  darkness  of  the  night 
favored  the  enemy  in  his  escape,  and  he  carried  off  the  greater  part  of  his  dead  and  wounded. 
We  found  ten  Europeans  killed  on  a  small  space  of  ground,  so  we  judge  his  loss  must  have 
been  one-fourth.  The  traitors  are  generally  one-half,  and,  as  we  did  not  find  one  of  them 
dead  upon  the  field,  we  think  they  must  have  deserted  when  returning  from  water,  instead 
of  joining  the  French. 

As  my  only  object  was  to  whip  Dupin,  and  I  knew  he  was  expecting  300  men  to  re-enforce 
him,  I  started  for  this  place,  where  I  arrived  at  noon  to-day. 

Our  loss  was  insi^ificant.  As  soon  as  I  learn  it  I  will  let  you  know.  A  few  side-arms 
.and  saddled  horses  tell  into  our  hands.  I  cannot  recommend  any  officer  especiallv,  as  they 
-all  behaved  courageously.    After  a  march  of  fourteen  leagues,  over  a  rough  road,  without 
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water  Of  proyisions,  our  brave  fellows  whipped  an  eqaal  kiamber  of  the  enemy,  better  armed 
and  provisioDed. 

I  capgratalate  you,  jceneral,  on  this  national  victory  of  the  24th  of  April,  begging  you  will 
make  it  known  to  the  President  of  the  republic 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

ALVINO  ESPINOSA. 
Citizen  Mariano  Escobedo, 

CremenU'iH'Ckiefof  the  Northern  Army  Corps^  at  Linares, 

Linares,  April  26,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

J.  G.  D0RL4.,  Secretary, 


No.  3.. 
[Translation.  ] 

Pedro  Martinez,  cavalry  colonel,  chief  of  the  third  brigade  in  the  somthem  line  of  New  Leon,  to 
the  people  of  Galeana,  Iturbide^  and  Rio  Blanco : 

Fellow-citizens  :  The  convicts  Pablo  Basaldna  and  Juan  Martinez  have  this  day  been 
seotenced  to  suffer  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  for  treason  to  their  country,  in  aiding  an^ 
abetting  its  enemies  in  the  destruction  of  its  towns.  The  former  deserted  from  thenome 
company  of  Ghileana  Jos6  Maria  Munos,  and  joined  the  invaders  to  guide  them  in  their  de- 
Bkmctive  expeditions.  The  latter  was  put  in  office  by  the  enemy,  and  exerted  himself  as  an 
informer  against  his  countrymen,  persecuting  his  own  people,  and  even  turning  against  his 
Blaster. 

It  is  painful  to  be  obliged  to  inflict  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  upon  sons  of  our  own 
people,  who  have  g^ven  many  proofs  of  patriotism  in  the  present  contest ;  but  even  that  fact 
af^avates  the  crime  for  which  they  must  pav  dearly — those  who  look  upon  this  war  as  they 
have  upon  others,  and  think  their  crimes  will  go  unpunished.  No,  my  friends,  treason  must 
be  punished  upon  the  sacred  soil  of  our  liberties,  and  those  are  much  mistaken  who  think 
thiRy  can  fight  for  gain,  but  are  not  obliged  to  fight  for  the  salvation  of  their  country. 

YoQ  have  already  seen  what  vou  are  to  expect  from  strangers,  who  sack  our  towns  to  civil- 
ize na,  murder  our  defenceless  mmilies  to  teach  us  humanity,  and  commit  all  sorts  of  atro- 
cities in  the  name  of  peace.  This  was  recently  done  at  Rio  Blanco,  where  the  bandit  Dupin, 
the  hyena  of  Tamnulipas,  hung  invalids  and  cripples  whose  brothers  had  taken  up  arms  in 
defimce  of  their  country. 

Can  any  one  remain  indifferent  after  witnessing  such  conduct  ?  Do  you  not  feel  the  blood 
mount  to  your  faces,  my  friends,  when  you  see  the  foreigner  insult  you  in  your  houses  7 
You  have  strong  arms  yet,  and  the  advantage  of  a  good  cause.  Where  are  the  fortunes  you 
labored  for  so  hard  7  Gone !  All  passed  into  the  hands  of  those  who  came  to  teach  you  to 
save,  and  to  establish  order  and  morality.  You  understand  them  now.  You  know  the  fine 
phrases  they  use  to  hide  the  thirst  for  robbery  which  they  feel,  and  the  iniquitous  plan  of 
their  despotic  master,  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  Wo  must  now  pav  them  for  the  harm  they 
bave  done  us,  and  the  only  way  to  do  this  is  to  take  up  arms  and  nght  our  way  to  victory, 
leaving  our  families  in  the  mountains  till  peace  recalls  them  to  their  homes.  Down  with  the 
infiamous  invaders  and  the  hateful  traitors ! 

And  you,  people  of  the  southern  part  of  New  Leon,  you  who  have  not  yet  felt  the  invader^s 
^ke,  look  at  the  fate  of  Gkileana,  Kio  Bianco,  and  Iturbide,  and  see  what  yon  are  to  expect 
if  yon  do  not  rise  at  once  to  defend  your  rights  and  the  holy  cause  of  the  independence  of  our 
mocber  country. 

Yes,  fellow^citizens,  war  to  the  knife  against  the  slaves  of  Napoleon,  who  are  polluting  our 
■oil,  who  come  to  destroy  our  nationality  and  rob  us  of  our  wealth.  Down  with  Maximilian, 
who  has  the  effrontery  to  call  himself  emperor,  and  then  kneels  to  his  French  master,  beffging 
bim  to  oppress  the  Mexican  people,  and  cement  his  throne  with  their  precious  blood.  Down 
with  the  invaders  and  traitors !  Let  us  sustain  our  independence  and  the  supreme  magistrate 
of  the  nation.    Hurrah  for  the  republican  army ! 

PEDRO  MARTINEZ. 

Oalbaha,  May  22,  : 


No.  4. 

[Translation*  ] 

f  Eweehedo,  general  of  the  republic  and  chief  of  the  army  corps  of  the  north,  to  the  troops 
of  his  command : 

COMFAHIONS  ni  ARMS :  The  enemy  having  prepared  a  great  combination  to  fight  our 
lorees,  and,  as  announced  by  his  chief,  Doual,  to  annihilate  us,  several  Franco 'traitor  columns 
woa  set  in  motion  on  the  march  from  Monterey,  Saitillo,  and  Matelmala.    The  proposed 
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operations  were  nullified  in  a  few  moments,  as  may  be  said,  for  tbej  were  compelled  to  rettim 
to  their  former  position,  and  cuffered  (preatl j  in  their  transit  from  desertions.  Tnere  is  scarcelj 
a  battalion  constituting  the  first  cavalry  division  bat  what  has  lost  some  soldiers  through  de- 
sertion. This  simple  uict,  laying  aside  their  harried  coantermarch,  which  can  well  be  termed 
a  flight,  manifests  now  demoralised  and  tired  of  fighting  are  those  who  have  adhered  to  ib« 
**Aastrian,"  and  how  anxionslj  thej  await  the  time  when  they  can  retam  to  their  homes,  very 
sorry,  as  they  are,  that  thev  ever  came  to  this  country  to  cement  a  throne  which  is  in  open  oppo- 
sition to  the  conviction  and  will  of  the  Mexican  people. 

That  constancy  and  valor  which  are  always  the  distinctive  characteristics  of  great  souls 
have  ever  animated  the  heroes  of  Paso  de  las  Cabas,  Villa  de  Guadalape,  Monterey,  San 
Salvador,  and  St.  Isabel,  and  in  many  other  combats  in  which  the  liberal  arms  were  covered 
with  glory. 

Soldiers !  The  enemy  has  lost  all  hope  of  triumph.  For  this  reason  yon  see  him  flee 
whenever  you  approach.  Despair  has  made  its  way  in  his  midst,  caosing  him  to  abandon 
his  banners  and  seek  yonrs. 

Forward,  braves !  forward !  The  republic  has  a  right  to  expect  great  things  of  you  yet. 
There  are  many  forced  marches  to  be  made,  battles  to  be  fouffht,  enemies  to  conquer,  and  in- 
juries to  avenffe.  Will  you  fall  back  now,  when  the  enemy  has  almost  given  up  all  hopes  of 
conquest  ?  The  valor  you  possess,  the  constancy  and  decision  of  your  chiefs,  and  the  good 
sense  and  feeling  of  the  people  everywhere,  make  us  hope  that  yoa  will  not  recede,  and  that 
you  will  not  desist  until  you  see  your  countnr  happy  and  free. 

Then  will  you  have  fulfilled  your  duty,  and  history  will  record  your  actions,  and  the  future 
generations  will  bless  your  names. 

MARIAKO  ESCOBEDO. 

Linares,  May  27,  1866. 


No.  5. 

[Translation.] 

CONSTITUTIONAL   JURISDICTION   OP   RIO   BLANCO. 

You  have  heard  of  the  enemy's  movement  upon  this  valley  through  the  communications 
of  Colonel  Pedro  Martinez.  He  remained  several  days  in  Soledad,  and  then  retired  to  Laja; 
but  this  was  only  a  feint  to  make  us  believe  he  had  left.  He  returned  on  the  19th  with  1,200 
men,  600  of  which  were  traitors,  and  took  us  by  surprise.  They  remained  eight  days  in  the 
vallev,  and  then  went  back  to  Soledad.  Thev  shot  six  unfortunates,  viz :  Isidore  Martinex, 
Nicolas  Rodriguez,  Mateo  Ortega,  Hijinio  Flores,  Gregorio  Kamirez,  and  Pedro  Melendec 
They  broke  open  the  doors  and  sacked  all  the  houses ;  took  all  the  com  they  could  find ;  de- 
stroyed all  the  standing  gp'ain  ;  killed  all  the  hogs  and  chickens  in  the  vaUev,  throwing  the 
ofital  into  the  streets  and  public  squares  till  the  smell  was  intolerable  and  threaten^  an 
epidemic.  They  broke  into  the  judge's  office,  destroyed  the  archives,  threw  loose  papen 
into  the  streets,  broke  the  chairs  and  benches,  and  carried  off  all  the  arms  they  could  find. 
They  took  the  image  of  St.  Francis  out  of  the  church  and  fastened  it  to  a  pole ;  they  despoiled 
the  Virgin  of  Sorrows  of  her  finery,  and  divided  it  among  them ;  and  then  laid  the  body  of 
the  saint  upon  the  altar !  They  killed  a  servant  of  Estauislao  Camacho,  at  Virgin  ranch, 
and  stole  all  the  cattle  in  the  surrounding  pastures.  They  did  the  same  at  th6  farms  of  San 
Juan,  Sandia,  and  Pequefio.  It  is  not  known  exactly  how  many  cattle  were  taken,  but  the 
rough  estimate  is  3,000. 

The  valley  is  completely  rained,  and  its  inhabitants  reduced  to  the  neatest  distress.  Thej 
will  have  to  go  elsewhere  to  find  food,  as  everything  was  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

The  people  of  San  Jos^  did  not  suffer  so  much,  as  their  visitors  did  not  number  more  than 
one  hundred  French,  who  made  their  appearance  on  the  22d,  and  were  soon  repulsed  and 
driven  across  White  river  by  Captain  Camero. 

They  caught  a  Spaniard  named  Jos^  Respaldiza,  at  Bocacil,  and  made  him  cut  grass  for 
their  horses.  They  carried  off  Encamacion  Alvarez  and  Florencio  Gonzales  from  ^e  valley. 
They  tried  to  catch  Commander  Re>iia,  but  he  got  out  of  their  way. 

I  send  you  this  despatch  from  my  farm  of  Joya  de  los  Encinos,  where  I  intend  to  stay  till 
the  enemy  makes  his  appearance. 

Accept  my  respect  and  high  regard. 

A.  GONZALE& 

The  Citizen  Don  Mariamo  E^cobedo, 

Governor  and  Oeneral-in-ekuf  of  the  Northern  Armp, 

May  30,  1866. 


I  certify  that  this  is  a  copy  of  the  originiU. 

Given  at  Paso  del  Zacate,  on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1866. 


J.  Ca^ORIAi  SecrtUrn, 

byCjOOgU 
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No.  6. 

[Translation.  ] 

RBPOBLICAN    ARMY  OP   THB  NORTH — PRBB    SQUADRON  OP    RIO   BLANCO — COM- 

MANDKR-IN-CUIBP. 

From  the  encloBed  despatch  of  the  chief  official  of  this  city,  70a  will  see  the  harm  that  the 
bandit  Dopin  has  done  here.  'Every  family  is  in  mourning ;  the  house-doors  have  been 
broken,  and  the  honses  sacked.  The  people  have  suffered  much :  there  is  no  exaggeration  ; 
tiie  alcalde's  report  is  true.  Yon  could  not  believe  the  devastation  without  seeine  it ;  every- 
thing is  destroyed,  and  it  is  impossible  to  live  here.  Higiuio  Flores  was  sent  to,  tell  the  French 
w«B  coming,  when  Dupin  caught  him  and  had  him  shot.  Isidoro  Martinez  was  sick  at  home, 
and  Mateo  Ortega  was  not  in  service ;  Gregorio  Ramirez  had  a  brother  in  our  army ;  tkey 
were  all  three  shot.  Nicolas  Rodriguez  had  been  eosign,  and  they  murdered  him.  The  other 
man  they  murdered  was  half-witted  and  nearly  blind,  yet  they  had  him  shot.  I  cannot  suf- 
ficiently express  my  horror  at  these  vile  assassinations. 

I  make  ttiis  communication  for  consequent  action. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Rio  Blanco,  May  31,  1866. 

M.  REYNA. 

The  Citizen  Mariano  Escobedo, 

GenenU-in-chief  of  the  Northern  Army. 

Paso  del  Zacate,  June  5,  1860. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original. 

J.  C.  DORIA,  Secretary. 


No.  7. 

[Translation.] 

NORTHERN    ARMY   CORPS — GENERAL-IN-CHIEP. 

The  repeated  acts  of  cruelty  and  barbarism  committed  by  the  invading  army,  whose  leaders 
have  not  regarded  the  laws  of  war,  have  compelled  our  supreme  constitutional  government 
to  issue  various  orders  and  circulars,  and,  among  them,  the  general  order  of  the  15th  of 
November  to  the  army  corps  under  my  command.  The  substance  of  that  order  was  that  I 
should  observe  the  same  londuct  towards  their  prisoners  that  the  enemy  showed  to  us,  and 
this  was  made  known  to  them  through  some  exchanged  prisoners.  General  Douay,  com- 
mander of  the  forces  that  devastated  Rio  Blanco,  Galeana,  and  Linares,  could  but  know  what 
to  expect  from  men  he  called  bandits,  thieves,  and  robbers  if  his  men  were  taken  prisoners 
b?  them.  And  now  the  alcalde  of  Rio  Blanco  informs  me  that  six  men  were  shot  by  the 
rrench  without  the  least  form  of  trial,  though  they  were  unarmed  citizens. 

Hamanity  can  hardly  believe  that  chiefs  of  a  civilized  nation  would  commit  such  atroci- 
Ues  aader  a  banner  that  boasts  of  the  greatest  enlightenment  in  Europe.  But,  now  that 
Bio  Blanco,  Galeana,  and  Itarbide  are  destroyed,  we  must  obey  orders  and  retaliate. 

Since  the  enemy  desire  it,  I  command  you  to  execute  six  of  the  French  prisoners  now  in 
your  hands  within  three  hours  after  the  reception  of  this  despatch,  in  compliance  with  this 
order,  and  to  make  the  execution  known,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  executed. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Paso  del  Zacate,  June  5,  1866. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 

General  O.  TreviSo, 

Chufofthe  First  Cavalrff  Division  of  the  Northern  Army  at  Cerralvo. 


No.  8. 


[Translation.  ] 

^>nye  Garza,  cavalry  lieutenant  colonel  oj  the  republican  army,  chief  of  scouts  in  the  northern 
'n^,  to  the  citiiens  of  the  second  district  of  the  State  of  New  Leon  and  his  under  officers  : 
ItoKDS  AND  Fellow -CITIZENS :  The  cut-throats  and  pirates  sent  to  devastate  our  un- 

fortimate  country  by  that  ambitious  tyrant  Nai>oleon  III,  under  the  name  of  an  army,  to 

rob  OS,  murder  us,  and  establish  a  ridiculous  empire,  with  the  scion  of  a  degraded  house,  no 

V)DgeT  conceal  their  aims. 
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The  deetraction  of  Galeana  and  San  Pedro  de  Iturbide  by  Donay,  the  cruelty  of  Jeanin- 
groB  at  AUende  towards  old  man  Garza  Valdez,  are  facU  that  speak  plainly.  Let  ns  prepare 
to  repel  force  by  force,  and  let  us  make  one  more  effort  to  escape  his  cruel  mode  of  civiliza- 
tion by  making  victims  of  us ;  we  prefer  death  to  dishonor  and  such  enli^rhtenment. 

Fellow-soldiers,  it  is  your  place  to  chastise  his  audacity ;  he  will  find  us  always  ready  to 
fight,  and  lAust  acknowledge  us  worthy  defenders  of  our  country.  Show  him  no  mercy  ; 
give  none  to  his  traitor  allies ;  let  Mexico  struggle  for  her  captured  rights,  and  her  name  will 
be  respected  and  admired  by  the  entire  universe. 

Subordination  and  discipline,  abnegation  and  patriotism,  are  the  virtues  needed  to  make 
our  enemies  tremble  at  our  approach,  and  repent  that  they  had  ever  assaulted  a  free  nation. 

Let  us  make  one  more  effort,  with  faith  and  confidence,  and  you  may  be  sure  I  will  be  by 
your  side,  your  companion  and  friend. 

Iivdependence,  the  supreme  national  government,  and  the  republican  army  forever !  Toro 
Ranch,  June  8,  1866. 

DARIO  GARZA. 


No.  9. 


[Translation.] 
The  battle  of  Santa  Qertrudis, — A  victory  over  the  enemy  on  the  I6lh  of  June,  1866. 

The  glorious  victory  of  the  16th  of  June,  over  the  traitors  at  Santa  Gertrudis,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  of  this  war.  If,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  it  is  not  so  important  as  that  of 
the  5th  of  May,  no  other  can  be  compared  to  it  in  political  and  military  consequences.  It 
demoralized  the  escort  of  silver  from  Monterey  to  Mier,  and  caused  the  surrender  of  Mata- 
moras.  News  from  the  latter  place,  and  intercepted  letters,  show  how  complete  the  demoral- 
ization was.  There  was  desertion  from  the  Belgian  forces,  and  their  number  was  so  dimin- 
ished that  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  in  haste,  not  delivering  the  specie  they  had  in  charge. 

The  surrender  of  Matamoras,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  was  an  unexpected  event.  It 
was  certain  the  place  was  destined  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  forces  fighting  at  Santa  Ger- 
trudis ;  but  it  was  hardly  believed  the  traitors  would  evacuate  the  place  when  our  forces 
were  fifty  leagues  distant.  This  shows  the  great  importance  of  the  victory  in  a  moral  point 
of  view.  There  was  the  greatest  disorder  among  the  rebel  troops  when  they  left  Matamoras ; 
that  public^  opinion  hitherto  suppressed  by  bayonets  was  against  them. 

The  victory  of  Santa  Gertrudis,  and  the  consequent  evacuation  of  Matamoras  by  the  trai- 
tors, have  given  a  solid  basis  of  operations  to  the  republican  army.  The  immense  supplies 
captured  will  help  to  organize  a  strong  armv  that  can  carry  the  waainto  the  interior  as  soon 
as  Monterey  is  taken.  The  possession  of  Matamoras  puts  us  iircommunication  with  the 
United  States,  whence  the  necessary  arms  and  ammunition  can  be  obtained.  If  we  add  to 
this  the  moral  effect  of  the  victory  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  we  can  easily  comprehend 
its  importance  to  our  cause.  The  defenders  of  the  republic  have  hitherto  been  represented 
as  disorganized  bands  of  robbers,  ready  to  run  at  the  slightest  notice ;  but  it  is  now  seen 
they  form  a  regularly  organized  army,  well  diciplined.  The  late  victory  is  a  proof  of  this ; 
numbering  less  than  the  traitors,  they  attacked  them  and  routed  them  completely.  The  en- 
emy had  every  convenience  for  defending  the  convoy,  or  they  would  not  have  started  with  it. 

The  elegant  discipline  of  the  liberal  army  is  also  shown  in  its  conduct  just  after  the  vic- 
tory ;  the  convoy  was  captured  entire,  and  delivered  intact  to  the  commander.  That  shows 
the  discipline  of  the  republican  soldier,  and  is  the  best  refutation  of  our  enemy's  base  cal- 
umny.    They  erected  gibbets  to  bang  our  patriots  as  robbers. 

Before  concludirig,  I  must  say  something  about  the  results  of  this  signal  victory.  It  is 
not  an  isolated  fact,  but  the  result  of  mature  patriotic  deliberations.  One  vear  ago  all  the 
frontier  was  under  the  so-called  empire,  and  those  who  svmpathized  with  the  national  cause 
had  to  conceal  their  opinions  or  suffer  the  violence  of  arbitrary  power.  Yet  in  those  trying 
tin)es  there  were  men  who  did  not  lose  all  hope.  Solitary  and  alone  they  rushed  into  the 
combat,  and,  contending  with  every  difficulty,  they  raised  arms  and  marched  ahead,  inspired 
by  patriotism  and  the  hope  of  ultimate  success.  They  routed  the  enemy  frequently,  and 
thus  commanded  respect.  The  victories  of  Paso  de  las  Cabras,  Santa  Isabel,  Catorce,  and 
Valle  de  Purisima  are  so  many  laurel  crowns  upon  the  temples  of  the  Mexicans  who  offered 
themselves  a  sacrifice  to  the  republic. 

Let  us  trust  to  our  faith  in  independence  as  long  as  there  remain  such  men  as  foufffat  at 
Santa  Gertrudis.  We  will  not  def>pair  in  the  hour  of  misfortune,  but  will  encourage  thh  de- 
sponding to  fight  on  to  the  bitter  end. 

EMILIO  VELASCO. 

MATikMORAS,  20th  June,  1866. 
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No.  10. 
[Translation.] 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— NORTHERN  ARMY  CORPS — GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

I  have  the  bonor  to  inform  yon  of  the  splendid  republican  victory  at  Santa  Gertmdis,  grained 
by  my  forces  over  the  Austrians  and  traitors  escorting  a  convoy  of  goods  from  Matatnoras  to 
Monterey.  I  had  only  ],.50Q  men,  with  the  first  Tamaulipas  brigade  under  Colonel  Canales, 
while  the  enemy  had  2,000.  Trusting  to  superiority  of  numbers  he  attacked  me  in  my  in- 
trenchments,  where  I  was  waiting.  He  had  the  advantage  of  artillery,  too.  The  attack 
was  violent,  but  my  troops  were  not  dismayed  in  the  least ;  we  reserved  our  fire  till  the 
enemy  came  close,  then  fired  and  charged  bayonet,  driving  him  back  in  great  confusion. 

The  victory  is  complete,  and  thoutrh  we  have  not  yet  struck  our  tent«,  we  have  picked  up 
more  than  a  thousand  muskets  and  other  arms,  have  captured  all  the  artillery,  six  field 

Sieces,  two  mountain  pieces,  and  any  quantity  of  ammunition;  leaving  more  than  four  hun- 
red  killed  on  the  field,  most  of  them  Austrians,  a  great  many  wounded,  and  over  eight 
hundred  prisoners,  two  hundred  of  whom  are  foreigners.  Our  loss  is  only  two  hundred 
men  lulled  and  wounded.  As  soon  as  I  can  collect  the  particulars  I  will  make  a  report  of 
the  battle. 

I  cannot  commend  any  one  of  my  men  in  particular;  all  did  their  duty,  fighting  like  good 
Mexicans  for  the  honor  of  the  republic  and  our  national  independence. 

Please  communicate  this  despatch  to  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation,  and  felicitate 
him,  in  the  name  of  the  army  corps  of  the  north  and  the  first  Tamaulipas  brigade,  on  this 
day's  brilliant  victory  of  the  republic  over  its  foreign  enemies. 

Independence  and  liberty !     In  camp,  16th  June,  1866. 


The  Minister  of  War  and  Marine 

oj  the  Mexican  Republic,  (wherever  be  may  be.) 

A  true  copy : 


Us  ESCOBEDO. 

Camargo,  June  17,  1866. 
J.  C.  DORIA,  Secretary, 


No.  11. 

[Translation.  J 

Mariano  EscobedOj  generak  of  the  republic  and  chief  of  the  northern  army  corps,  to  the  troops 
that  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Santa  Oertrudis  : 
CosfP ANIONS  IN  ARftis :  The  national  arms  are  once  more  crowned  with  glory ;  your  forced 
marches  and  untold  hardships  have  not  been  useless,  for  the  Austrians  and  traitors,  though 
superior  to  you  in  numbers,  have  been  forced  to  succumb  to  your  courage  and  resolution. 
Tou  have  brought  the  usurper's  Austrian  mercenaries  to  your  feet  to  implore  your  clemency, 
and  you,  fierce  in  combat  but  generous  in  victory,  like  true  soldiers  of  the  republic,  have 
been  merciful  to  them.  The  men  that  appeared  so  mighty  in  your  front  not  long  ago  exist 
no  more;  those  not  killed  are  wounded  and  prisoners ;  a  few  officers  escaped,  but  their  flags 
and  treasures  remain  in  our  hands.  Their  chiefs,  miserable  cowards,  baa  not  the  courage  to 
brave  death  on  the  field  of  battle,  but  trusted  their  lives  and  safety  to  the  fleetness  of  their 


Fellow-soldiers,  the  invaded  republic  confides  its 'salvation  to  the  courage  of  its  children, 
and  I  am  sure  they  will  protect  it  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  One  year  ago  we  were  fighting 
without  resources,  almost  without  hope,  with  nothing  but  our  patriotism  to  sustain  us  ;  yet 
oar  faith  in  the  national  cause  never  wavered ;  now  that  the  northern  array  is  everywhere 
Tictorious,  who  will  dare  to  oppose  it  7  Let  us  hasten  onward,  fellow-soldiers,  aud  capture 
Matamoras ;  then  we  can  have  time  to  rest.  We  will  leave  a  guard  to  protect  our  rear,  and 
then  Monterey  and  Saltillo  will  soon  be  ours ;  the  frontier  will  be  freed  trom  the  odious  pres- 
ence of  the  invaders  and  their  accomplices  ;  we  will  carry  the  war  into  the  interior  of  the 
republic,  and  help  our  brothers  to  fight  till  our  soil  is  rid  of  the  slaves  of  Napoleon  the  Third. 
Yon  know,  fellow-soldiers,  we  have  always  respected  the  law  and  the  customs  of  society  ;  go 
on,  as  yon  have  done  up  to  this  time,  battling  with  the  enemy  and  protecting  peaceful  citi- 
zens, and  our  cause  will  surely  triumph  in  the  end.  Then  you  can  settle  down  quietly  with 
your  fiuuilies,  and  hold  up  your  head  m  pride  at  having  done  your  duty,  fighting  for  national 
IndepeodeDCe  and  the  honor  of  the  republic. 
^^^  M.  ESCOBEDO. 

Camp  at  8anta  Oertrudis,  XQth  June,  1866. 
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No.  12. 
[Translation*] 

MEXICAN  RBPUBUC— NORTHERN  ARMY  CORPS—GENBRAL-IN-CUIEF. 

According  to  mj  promise  on  the  16th,  I  have  the  honor  to  give  a  complete  report  of  the 
battle  of  Santa  Gertrudis,  which  you  will  communicate  to  the  dtizen  President. 

I  had  alreadj  fixed  my  headquarters  at  Linares,  when  I  was  informed  that  the  enemy 
from  Matamoras  and  Monterey  had  united  to  protect  a  convoy  of  merchandise  and  specie  be- 
tween the  two  cities.  Without  knowing  whether  to  credit  the  report  or  not,  I  took  the 
necessary  precautions  of  stationing  a  division  of  infantry  at  China,  the  second  cavalry  bri- 
gade at  raso  del  Zacate,  and  the  first  brigade  between  Monterey  and  Ceralvo.  To  cut  off 
re-enforcements  for  the  French  column  that  had  lefVi  Monterey,  I  ordered  Colonel  Pedro 
Martinez  to  threaten  Saltillo  with  300  cavalry,  assisted  by  the  governor  of  Coahoila,  with 
his  available  force,  while  Lieutenant  Colonel  Antonio  Garcia  should  watch  every  entrance 
to  Monterey,  and  prevent  any  communication. 

When  my  forces  were  thus  stationed,  I  learned  that  1,500  French  and  500  traitors  had  left 
Monterey  on  the  7th.  This  report  was  soon  confirmed  by  General  Geronimo  Trevino,  who 
was  watching  them  and  annoying  them  in  every  possible  way,  blocking  up  the  road,  filling 
the  wells  and  springs,  and  using  every  legal  strategy  to  harass  an  enemy.  In  the  mean 
time  I  was  expecting  to  hear  of  the  enemy  coming  out  of  Matamoras  as  an  escort  to  a  cara- 
van of  goods  for  Monterey ;  but  Colonel  Canales,  who  was  on  the  lookout,  could  obtain  no 
such  information.  I  then  determined  to  march  out  to  meet  the  French,  which  I  did  on  the 
9th,  stopping  the.first  night  at  Aldamas.  On  the  J 0th  I  came  within  ten  leagues  of  Ceralvo, 
where  I  remained  the  10th  and  12th,  watching  the  enemy.  The  French  got  to  Ceralvo  on 
the  12th,  and  I  learned  from  a  captured  messenger  from  Mejia  to  De  Tuci,  that  they  would 
not  leave  there  till  they  heard  the  convoy  had  got  to  Mier.  For  this  reason  I  changed  my 
plan  of  operations,  and  by  forced  marches  reached  Santa  Gertrudis,  three  leagues  from  tlie 
enemy,  on  the  15th.  Knowing  the  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  advance,  as  there  was  not 
enough  water  for  his  2,000  mules,  I  prepared  for  battle  in  the  following  manner :  I  divided 
my  forces  into  five  columns  for  attack,  and  one  for  reserve.  Colonels  J.  A.  Flores  and  Luis 
G.  Caceres,  over  the  first  infantry  column  of  250  men,  with  the  Ist  brigade.  The  second 
column,  of  the  same  number  of  men,  was  commanded  by  Colonels  Miguel  Palacios  and 
Edelmiro  Mayer.  The  third,  of  300  men,  by  Colonels  Francisco  Naranjo  and  Adolpho 
Garza.  Fourth,  the  Tamaulipas  brigade,  of  300  rifles,  under  Servando  Canales  and  Julian 
Cerda,  with  two  columns  of  cavalry.  Fifth,  composed  of  thenorthem  legion,  under  Joaquin 
Garza  Leal,  and  the  Lampazos  explorers,  under  Juan  N.  Saenz  and  Higinio  Villareal,  all 
under  the  command  of  General  Geronimo  Trevino.  The  reserve  of  300  men,  sappers,  sharp- 
shooters, and  riflemen  of  the  Rio  Grande,  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Salvador  F.  de  la 
Cavada  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Vicente  Mariscal. 

Thus  divided,  the  columns  were  sent  into  the  field  to  await  tlie  enemy,  who  soon  appeared, 
leaving  his  baggage  in  the  rear.  On  the  16th,  at  six  in  the  morning,  the  enemv  opened 
upon  us  with  his  cannon,  while  the  infantry  continued  to  advance  slowly.  My  orders  were 
implicitly  obeyed ;  the  men  lay  flat  on  the  ground,  the  cavalry  concealed  in  a  thicket  of 
trees.  The  enemy  continued  to  advance  till  he  got  within  rifle-shot  of  our  lines,  when  I 
ordered  my  men  to  charge.  This  was  done  bravely  ;  the  infantrv  continued  to  advance,  till 
both  armies  had  to  combat  with  side-arms.  The  enemy  feigned  an  attack  on  our  left  with 
two  infantry  columns,  and  attempted  to  surround  us.  At  this  moment  I  ordered  the  cavalry 
to  charge,  and  General  Trevifio  made  a^  bold  assault  on  the  right.  This  was  so  successful 
that  the  enemy  was  completely  flanked  on  the  lefl.  The  combat  with  side-arms  was  of  short 
duration,  paving  ended  at  seven  in  the  morning,  with  the  complete  destruction  of  the  Aus- 
tria-traitor forces. 

I  enclose  a  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  (No.  1)  on  both  sides,  and  of  the  prisoners 
we  have  taken.  No.  2  is  a  list  of  artillery,  arms,  &c.,  taken  from  the  enemy.  No.  3  is  a 
list  of  the  prisoners.  The  traitors  are  not  included,  because  they  are  incorporated  into  our 
ranks.    No.  4  is  a  general  sketch  of  the  battle. 

I  cannot  make  particular  recommendations,  because,  as  I  said,  every  man  did  his  duty. 
Convinced  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  our  soldiers  had  no  doubt  of  victory,  and  marched 
forward  certain  of  success.  During  the  comhat  there  were  many  personal  encounters  worthy 
of  the  greatest  admiration. 

As  a  consequence  of  this  glorious  triumph  of  the  national  cause,  the  garrison  in  Mata- 
moras is  thrown  into  the  greatest  confusion,  and  to  take  advantage  of  it,  I  will  march  upon 
the  place  to-morrow^  hoping  to  be  able  to  give  you  an  early  account  of  my  expedition. 
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Before  concladiDgl  must  praise  this  armj  ander  m^  command  for  its  excellent  conduct 
and  discipline,  and  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the  citizen  President  of  the  repnblic,  with 
whom  I  rejoice  at  this  sifi^nal  triumph  of  our  glorious  cause. 
Independence  and  liberty !     Camargo,  June  19, 1866. 

M.  E8C0BED0. 
The  MniiSTER  of  War  and  Marine 

of  the  Mexican  RepubliCf  (wherever  he  maj  be.) 


A  true  copy : 


Camargo,  Jun§  20,  1866. 
F.  C.  DORIA,  Stcretary. 


No.  13. 
[Translation.] 

Agreement  far  the  surrender  of  Matamoras, 

In  the  heroic  city  of  Matamoras,  on  this  twenty-second  day  of  June,  one  thousand  ei^^ht 
hundred  and  sixty-six,  at  a  meeting  of  citizen  Ctoneral  D.Thomas  Mejia  and  a  commission 
of  the  people,  consisting  of  Senors  D.  Augustin  Mencheaca,  D.  Juan  Pradb,  and  D.  Anto- 
nio de  la  uarza  Chapa,  of  the  first  part,  and  citizen  General  D.  Juan  de  la  Garza,  acting 
under  the  autiiority  and  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  citizen  governor  and 
military  commandante  of  Tamaulipas,  Gteneral  Jos^  M.  J.  Carvajal,  for  the  purpose  of  treating' 
for  the  surrender  of  the  plaza,  after  the  usual  formalities,  agreed  upon  the  t^rms  contained 
m  the  following  articles : 

Articlr  1.  General  Mcjia  is  to  deliver  up  the  plasa  of  Blatamoras  within  forty-eight 
hours  to  the  dtiaen  Ghsneral  Juan  de  la  Garza,  commanding  the  division  operating  against 
MaUmoras. 

Art.  2.  The  reception  of  the  plaza  will  be  according  to  the  usual  formalities,  including 
the  forces  and  armament  of  the  plaza. 

Art.  3.  General  Mejia  shall  be  permitted  to  withdraw  with  the  troops  of  his  division  un- 
molested by  the  road  to  Bagdad,  with  two  rounds  of  ammunition. 

Art.  4.  The  lives,  property,  and  interests  of  the  citizens  are  guaranteed,  and  they  shall 
not  be  molested  for  their  previous  political  conduct  or  opinions. 

Art.  5.  The  government  of  the  State  reserves  the  right  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  those 
who  have  taken  the  more  prominent  part  against  it,  for  the  satisfaction  of  public  justice. 

For  the  enforcement  and  carrying  out  of  the  foregoing  agreement,  we  hereby  sign  in 
triplicate. 

THOMAS  MEJIA. 

JUAN  PRADO. 

ANTONIO  DE  LA  GARZA  CHAPA. 

AUGUSTIN  MENCHEACA. 

JUAN  JOSfi  DE  LA  GARZA. 

Ratified  at  general  headquarters,  Ranchito,  June  23, 1866— three  o*clock  a.  m. 

CARVAJAL. 


No.  14. 

[Translation.] 

TV  Qemsrml  of  Division  Josi  Maria  J.  Carvajal^  governor  and  military  comnMndant  of  the 
Slate  of  Tamaulipas,  to  Us  imhabttamts  * 

FiLLOW-crnzENg:  The  city  of  Matamoras  is  free  from  the  oppression  imposed  on  it  by 
the  force  of  the  invader,  and  republican  rule  is  once  more  established  therein.  The  enemy, 
cmrinced  that  he  had  not  the  snpport  of  the  public,  has  delivered  the  plaza  into  our  hands. 
This  success  is  the  prelude  to  the  complete  triumph  of  the  national  independence  on  this 
frontier,  and  will  in  clue  time  lead  to  carrying  the  war  into  the  interior  of  the  republic  for  the 
defence  of  our  brothers. 

To  this  end  all  patriots  would  contribute.  The  coiintrv  re<][aires  sacrifices  from  her  sons. 
All  good  Mexicans,  though  they  may  )iave  been  divided  oy  dissensions  and  revolutions,  can 
Beet  under  the  national  banner. 
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Citizens,  I  solicit  yonr  concnrrence.  M7  chief  desire  is  to  sustain  the  canse  of  independ- 
ence, receiving  all  of  its  faithful  defenders  without  distinction  of  party,  that  we  maj  show 
ourselves  worthy  of  liberty,  that  we  may  maintain  unity,  and  that  previous  dissensions  may 
be  forfTotten. 

To  this  end  I  shall  make  war  solely  ag^ainst  the  PVench  and  the  traitors.  The  inoffensive 
people  shall  have  the  amplest  guarantees,  and  my  firm  determination  is  to  respect  all  pereoni 
and  property  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  nations.  Confident  that  my  patriotic  intentions  are 
appreciated,  I  expect  the  aid  of  the  people,  that  a  complete  triumph  may  be  attained.  The 
support  of  the  people  will  be  all-sufficient  to  enable  me  to  combat  the  enemy,  and  confident 
in  tnat  support,  I  shall  not  hesitate  in  makine  the  greatest  sacrifices. 

JOSfi  M.  J.  CARVAJAL.. 

Headquarters  at  Ranchito,  June  23,  1866. 


No.  15. 

[Translation.] 

PROCLAMATION  OF  GENERAL  GARZA. 

The  citizen  Juan  JoU  de  la  Garza^  chief  of  the  first  division  of  Tamaulipas,  and  provisional 
commandant  of  the  citify  to  its  inhabitants  : 

FELLOW-crnzBKb :  My  taking  military  command  of  the  city  has  been  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  citizens  in  their  life  and  property.  Exemplary  punishment  will  follow  any 
disorder,  withodt  distinction  of  person,  for  it  is  not  private  individuals,  but  the  competent 
authorities,  that  are  the  judges  of  the  proper  course  of  procedure. 

All  enjoy  the  guarantees  which  the  law  allows,  and  in  no  way  shall  these  be  violated. 
Far  from  this,  I  shall  endeavor  to.re-establish  confidence,  and  the  efforts  of  all  good  Mexicans 
should  be  directed  to  the  same  end,  and  the  salvation  of  our  independence.  Without  the 
first  the  second  is  impossible.  Mexicans,  the  epoch  of  our  regeneration  begins ;  union  under 
the  banner  of  Hidalgo,  war  upon  the  French  and  traitors,  the  triumphs  of  our  independence 
and  nationality,  are  the  ends  which  we  should  have  in  view. 

The  frontier  at  all  times  has  been  the  constant  defender  of  liberty.  Her  sons  gained  the 
glorious  battle  of  Santa  Gertrudis ;  a  wide  field  is  open  to  us  to  fight  for  our  nation's  cause ; 

Satriotic  Mexicans  will  not  recede  from  their  undertaking.    To  participate  in  the  glories  and 
angers  is  the  highest  wish  of  your  companion  and  friend, 

JUAN  J.  DE  LA  GARZA. 


Seflor  Romero  to  Mr,  Setcard, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  August  3,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  In  confirmation  of  the  reports  I  have  transmitted  to  the 
Department  of  State  of  the  United  States,  on  divers  occasioDS,  relative  to  the 
efforts  of  the  French  agents  in  Mexico,  to  induce  citizens  of  the  southern  part 
of  the  United  States  to  immigrate  to  that  country,  animated  by  a  feeling  hos- 
tile to  their  government,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  this  day  an  inaex  of 
original  documents  containing  particulars  of  plans  for  that  purpose,  more  mi- 
nute than  any  I  have  yet  been  able  to  communicate  to  your  department. 

I  regret  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  say  how  these  documents  have  fallen  into  my 
hands,  but  I  can  assure  you  they  are  authentic. 

I  take  pleasure  in  embracing  this  additional  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr. 
Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^,f  ^. 
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Mez  of  doernments  sent  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States  by  the  Mexican  lega* 
tiou  M  Washington  with  the  note  of  this  date,  in  relation  to  the  plan  of  southern  colonization 
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No.  1. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  February  5,  1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  Several  young  men,  natives  of  this  city,  are  desirous  of  emigrating  to  Mexico, 
bat  ue  without  the  necessary  funds  to  enable  them  to  do  so.  A  letter  is  published  in  a  Co- 
luinbia,  South  Carolina,  paper  of  the  4th  instant,  written  from  the  city  of  Mexico  by  Colonel 
Mtuiy,  late  of  the  confederate  army,  in  which  he  states  that  the  imperial  government  will 
defray  the  expenses  of  emigrants  to  Mexico.  Our  object  in  addressing  you  is  to  inquire  if 
titis  is  a  fact ;  and  if  it  is,  to  whom  we  are  to  apply  for  transportation. 

If  necessary,  all  of  the  party  can  furnish  you  with  the  best  testimonials  as  to  character, 
&c    An  early  answer  will  be  cj^teemed  by  us  a  great  favor. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  M.  DOUGLAa 
The  Minister  of  the  Empire  of  Mexico, 

Washington,  D,  C. 


No.  2. 

[The  envelope  containing  this  letter  was  marked  as  follows :  ''Mr.  Frank  Lilly,  St.  Louis, 
Miswnri."] 

Cordova,  Mexico,  November  1, 1865. 
DcAB  Lilly:   How  often  have  I  written  to  you  since  I  crossed  the  Rio  Gmnde?    Too 
often;  and  1  would  not  tax  you  further,  save  I  have  just  learned  jovl  have  married  my  ftt- 
^«nte  of  Waverly,  May  Hall.    God  knows  my  heart  beate  with  joy ;  and  why?    BecaoM 
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I  love  joa  both,  ttnd  I  am  made  liappj  hy  knowing  she  has  united  with  a  man  who  will 
protect  and  guard  her,  and  who  numbered  not  among  those  who  persecuted  the  South  I 
em  here  as  an  exile;  defeated  bj  the  acts  of  the  southern  people  themselves.  And  whj? 
Because  thoY  loved  their  **  niggers,"  their  estates,  more  than  principle.  They  won'  didnH 
they?  Let  tnem  reap  what  they  deserved — eternal  disgrace.  D — n  *em,  they  were  foolish 
enough  to  think  by  laying  down  their  arms  they  would  enjoy  all  the  rights  they  once  had. 
How.  is  it?  Your  United  States  papers  tell  us  their  condition.  Who  can  sympathize  with 
them?  I  can*t,  for  I  know  them  too  well.  Our  independence  was  in  our  own  nands.  We 
lost  from  the  fact  our  people  were  unwilling  to  sacrifice  money — not  blood.  Of  the  women 
of  the  South  no  man  dare  complain,  and  may  a  just  God  always  guard  over  them.  They 
labored  hard,  but  even  their  influence  failed  to  nerve  the  southern  army  to  its  duty.  They 
sacrificed  all  save  their  honor.  They  urged  a  further  continuance  when  the  cowardly  southern 
had  cast  aside  his  gun  and  only  awaited  the  coming  of  the  northern  ahdUion  fanatic  to  do 
his  bidding.  And  to  think  that  was  the  people  we  border-State  men  were  fighting  for!  Yes, 
that  was  the  people  we  were  fighting  for.  Were  we  not  deceived  ?  Still  toe  were  right !  How- 
ever, take  away  the  women  and  children  of  the  South,  the  balance  might  sink  in  a  chasm  of 
eternal  damnation  where  there  could  be  no  relief.  My  heart  is  heavy  at  the  idea  of  belns 
separated  from  you  all  forever ;  but  I  am  not  one  of  those  to  ask  forgiveness  for  that  which 
I  oelieve  to-dap  is  right.  The  party  in  power  has  manifested  no  leniency.  Though  not 
among  the  politicians,  I  am  not  resdy  to  play  the  sycophant. 

Frank,  say  to  old  George  I  have  written  to  him  several  times ;  would  like  to  hear  from 
him.  Bud,  I  know,  will  write  to  me.  Tell  Charley  Cowan  to  write  to  me,  and  say  further 
to  him,  in  case  I  succeed  in  this  country  he  shall  not  suffer.  I  will  divide  always  with  him. 
Please  inform  him  where  I  am,  and  say  to  him  to  write  to  me  and  I  will  answer  immediately. 
I  would  like  George  Hall  to  send  Bud  to  me.  I  will  have  him  taught  Spanish,  and  he  can 
return  in  two  years  a  good  Spanish  seholar.  Say  to  my  Waverly  friends  to  look  for  me  when 
Napoleon  jumps  Uncle  Sam.  . 

There  are  about  two  hundred  confederates  here.    We  are  settling  on  the  railroad,  in  the 
finest  agricultural  country  in  the  world,  seventy  miles  from  Vera  Cruz.    I  will  await  to  hear 
from  you.     Send  this  letter  to  George  Hall.    My  love  to  May  and  your  famtly. 
Ever  your  friend, 

•  J.  O.  SHELBY. 

Do  you  know  where  Mr.  William  Shelby  is  7  When  you  go  to  Waveriy  tell  my  old  Mends 
it  would  console  me  much  to  hear  from  them.  Say  to  Brock  Fletcher  I  was  in  hopes  of 
meeting  him  last  fall,  and  he  must  write  to  me.  To  old  man  Budd  and  John  Hall  I  would 
«ay,  my  prayers  would  be  olFered  freely  if  I  thought  the  prayers  of  a  rebel  would  avail  the 
good.  And  where  is  poor  Can.  Kertley  ?  Old  Spencer  Brown,  I  know  the  blessings  of  a 
righteous  God  will  always  rest  on  him.  A  better  man,  a  better  heart,  was  never  created. 
May  happiness  attend  him  and  his.    Let  me  hear  all. 

Tell  Paschal  to  send  me  the  Weekly  Kepublican.    I  will  pay. 

Yours,  J.  O.  S. 

No.  3. 

Colonization  Office, 
No,  13  8,  Juan  de  Letrdn^  December  6,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  by  Mr.  Arroyo  was  received  too  late  to  reply  by  the  steamer  of  to^ay. 
Your  suggestion  as  to  a  bureau  of  correspondence  in  New  York  is  good,  and  seems  to  be 
well  worthy  of  his  majesty^s  consideration. 

There  is  in  the  United  States  a  lamentable  state  of  ignorance  concerning  Mexico  and  the 
Mexicans,  and  any  one  who  can  dispel  that  ignorance  may  well  be  considered  as  having 
done  a  good  work. 

I  enclose  some  decrees  and  other  documents  which  you  may  find  interesting. 
BespectfuUy,  and  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  MAURY. 

bnperial  Commissioner. 
E.  Fabbemne.  New  York, 


No.  4. 


Decree  for  the  establishment  of  civU  and  military  colonies  on  the  imperial  Mexican  raUroad 
between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  City  of  Mexico, 

MAXIMILIAN,   EMPEROR  OP  MEXICO. 

Considering  that  the  establishment  of  lines  of  railroad  is  necessarily  followed  by  the 
creation  of  new  centres  of  population ; 

Considering  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  empire  it  is  important  that  these  centres  of 
population  should  not  be  very  far  from  each  other ; 
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Considering  that  all  commerce  and  industry  require  complete  security  along  their  lines  of 
commonication — 

We  have  decided  to  decree,  and  do  decree  as  follows : 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  established  on  both  sides  of  the  railroad  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
the  city  of  Mexico,  and  at  the  most  suitable  points,  which  points  will  be  designated  by  our 
minister  of  fomento,  civil  and  military  settlements  at  a  distance  from  each  other  of  not  more 
than  four  or  five  leagues. 

Art.  2.  Each  settlement  shall  have  an  exterut  of  at  least  one  square  league,  taking  care 
that  its  centre  half  be  as  near  aa  possible  to  the  railroad  station. 

Art.  3.  The  survey,  measurement,  and  division  of  these  settlements  shall  be  mcule  by  the 
colonial  company  of  engineers  of  Guadalupe. 

Art.  4.  In  case  the  lands  selected  as  most  auitable  for  these  settlements  should  not  be 
national  property,  but  should  belong  to  private  individuals,  they  shall  be  ex- appropriated  for 
the  public  use,  on  such  conditi(Hi  as  our  minister  of  fomento  may  decide. 

Art.  5.  The  first  settlement  to  be  established  shall  be  between  La  Soledad  and  Puebla, 
and  steps  therefor  shall  be  taken  immediately.  Then  those  which  are  to  be  established  bC' 
tween  La  Puebla  and  the  city  of  Mexico  will  be  formed. 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  established  a  line  of  small  forts  or  blockhoasea  at  the  most  suitable 
points  alone  the  road,  and  so  situated  that  they  can  communicate  with  each  other  by  meana 
of  signals  day  and  night.  These  forts  shall  be  sufficiently  large  to  contain  the  necessary 
SQppTies  and  munitions. 

Art.  7.  Our  ministers  of  fomento,  of  war,  and  of  hacienda  are  each  charged  with  the 
execution  of  so  much  of  this  decree  as  relates  to  bis  department. 

Given  at  Chapultepec,  September  5, 1865. 

MAXIMIUAN. 

By  the  emperor : 
The  Minister  of  Fomento, 

Manuel  Orozco  t  Berra, 
Smh'geentmrjf,  (in  the  ab$mtee  of  the  Mini$ter  of  FomomtOm) 


RIGCLATIORS  FROM  THE  MINISTRY  OF  FOMENTO  FOR  CARRYING  OUT  THE  FORBGOINO 

DECREE. 

Article  1.  The  settlements  to  which  the  preceding  decree  relates  shall  be  establishecl 
near  those  places  which  this  ministry  will  designate,  having  regard  to  the  points  where  the 
nulroad  stations  are  to  be,  and  taking  Into  conaideration  those  circumstances  that  are  indis' 
peosably  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  settlements. 

Art.  2.  The  engineers  of  Guadalupe,  being  divided  into  parties,  shall  proceed,  as  soon  as 
the  places  shall  be  designated,  thoroughly  to  examine,  in  every  particular,  the  land  as  to  its 
fitness  for  the  said  settlement,  and.  the  selection  bein^  noade,  they  will  survey  and  measure 
i  square  league,  or  4,338  acres,  which  they  will  divide  into  one  hundred  lots  of  forty  acres 
etch,  numbering  each  one  in  regular  order.  The  338  remaining  acres  shall  be  divided  into 
lots  of  25  metres  ^ont  by  50  deep,  (82  by  164  feet,)  upon  which  the  settlers  may  build  their 
houses,  arranged  in  streets  of  sufficient  breadth  for  free  and  commodious  passage. 

Art.  3.  As  soon  as  the  engineers  shall  have  selected  the  land  suitable  for  the  settlement 
tkey  shall  make  it  known  to  the  public  functionary  in  whose  jurisdiction  the  land  may  lie, 
to  the  end  that  he  may  immediatelv  notify  the  owner  thereof  that  said  land  is  about  to  be 
occupied  for  the  public  good,  and  that  he  may  at  once  apply  to  &e  ministry  of  fomento  for 
proper  indemnification. 

Art.  4.  The  engineers,  in  making  the  measurement  referred  to  in  article  2,  shall  value 
the  land  according  to  its  quality  and  with  regard  to  the  prices  which  rule  in  the  neighborhood 
in  which  said  land  may  be  situated,  a  copy  of  which  valuation  they  will  deliver  to  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  land,  so  that  he  may  ask  for  the  proper  indemnification.  * 

Art.  5.  Should  the  proprietor  not  be  satisfiea  with  the  valuation  made  by  said  engineers, 
he  shall  name  an  expert,  in  whom  he  may  have  confidence,  who  shall  value  the  land ;  and 
should  lus  valuation  not  agree  with  that  of  said  engineers,  the  highest  political  authority  of 
the  place  in  which  said  laud  may  be  situated  shall  name  a  third  party,  who  shall  decide  the 
question. 

Art.  6.  The  provisions  of  the  preceding  article  shall  be  carried  out  in  case  the  proprietor 
cumot  agree  with  the  department  of  fomento  in  regard  to  price  and  terms  of  the  indemnifi- 
cttum,  which  may  be  made  either  in  spede,  at  the  times  which  the  said  department  may 
dengnate,  or  in  securities  on  the  land  itself,  for  which  the  colonists,  according  to  the  numb^ 
of  acres  allotted  to  each  one,  may  be  bound  in  five-year  bonds,  bearing  an  annual  interest 
of  nx  per  cent. 

Art.  7.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  article,  the  price  of  each  acre 
■hall  he  fixed  at  one  dollar,  and  it  snail  be  optional  with  the  settlers  either  to  pay  for  their 
liad  immediately  or  to  hold  it  on  the  abovjB-mentioned  terms. 
Art.  8.  The  issues  which  may  arise  as  to  indemnification  shall  in  nowise  hiferiere  with 
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the  settleinent  of  the  lands,  which  shall  commence  as  soon  as  they  are  examined  and  the 
notice  due  be  given  to  their  owners. 

Art.  9.  The  engineers  shall  plat  each  settlement,  designating  the  hundred  lots  desig^ned 
for  caltivationf  as  well  as  those  intended  for  building,  taking  care  to  leave  in  each  one  the 
necessary  amount  of  land  for  streets,  churches,  a  school,  a  paseo,  and  other  public  worths. 
These  plats  (or  maps)  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  ministry  of  fomento,  so  that  by  means  of 
them  it  may  make  the  grants  ^at  may  be  solicited,  and  issue  the  proper  titles. 

Art.  10.  To  the  French  soldiers,  and  also  to  those  of  the  foreign  regiment  whose  term  of 
service  may  h&vxa  expired,  and  who  may  wish  to  remain  in  the  empire,  there  will  be  given, 
gratis,  in  said  settlements,  a  lot  for  cultivation,  and  also  one  for  building,  provided  they 
render  that  service  which,  for  the  safety  of  the  settlements  themselv^,  may  be  required  by 
the  minister  of  war. 

Art.  11.  One-half  of  the  lots  designed  for  cultivation,  as  well  as  those  for  building,  shaU 
be  reserved  for  those  Mexicans  and  foreigners  who  may  desire  to  establish  themselves  upon 
them. 

Art.  12.  The^ministry  of  war  wHl  request  his  excellency  Marshal  Bazaine  to  assign  the 
engineers  of  Guadalupe  to  the  execution  of  those  labors  which  in  these  regulations  are 
recommended  to  them,  and  it  will  arrange  with  him  as  to  what  compensation  should  be 
given  them. 

Art.  13.  The  same  department  will  issue  the  necessary  regulations  in  regard  to  the  mili- 
tary service  which  shall  be  required  from  the  settlers,  as  well  as  those  relative  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  blockhouses. 

The  Minister  of  Fomento  : 

In  his  absence,  the  sub-secretary  MANOEL  OROZCO  T  BERRA. 

Mexico,  Sq^tember  7,  1865. 

DECREE  to  encourage  IMMIGRATION. 

We,  Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico,  in  consideration  of  the  sparseness  of  population  in 
the  Mexican  territory  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  desiring  to  give  to  immigrants  all  possible 
security  for  property  and  liberty,  in  order  that  th^y  may  become  good  A&xicans,  sincerely 
attached  to  their  new  country,  and  having  heard  the  opinion  of  our  board  of  colonization,  do 
decree  as  follows : 

Article  1.  Mexico  is  open  to  immigration  from  all  nations. 

Art.  2.  Immigration  agents  shall  be  appointed,  who  will  be  paid  by  the  government,  and 
whose  dutv  it  will  be  to  protect  the  arrival  of  immigrants,  and  instal  them  on  the  lands 
Assigned  them,  and  assist  them  in  every  possible  manner  in  establishing  themselves.  Tliese 
agents  will  receive  the  orders  of  an  imperial  commissioner  of  immigration,  specially  ap- 
pointed by  us,  and  to  whom,  through  our  minister  of  improvement,  (fomento,)  all  commu- 
nications relating  to  immigration  shall  be  addressed. 

Art.  3  Each  immigrant  shall  receive  a  duly  executed  title,  incommutable,  of  his  landed 
estate,  and  a  certificate  that  it  is  free  of  mortgage. 

Art.  4.  Such  property  shall  be  free  from  taxes  for  the  first  year,  and  also  from  duties  on 
transfers  of  property,  but  only  on  the  first  sale. 

Art.  5.  The  immigrants  may  be  naturalized  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  established  them- 
selves as  settlers. 

Art.  6.  Immigrants  who  may  desire  to  bring  laborers  with  them,  or  induce  them  to  come 
in  considerable  numbers,  of  any  race  whatever,  are  authorized  to  do  so,  but  those  laborors 
will  be  subject  to  special  protective  regulations. 

Art.  7.  The  effects  of  immigrants,  their  working  and  brood  animals,  seeds,  agricaltnral 
implements,  machines  and  working  tools,  shall  enter  free  of  custom-house  and  transit  datias. 

ART.  8.  Immigrants  are  exempted  from  military  service  for  five  years,  but  they  will  form 
a  stationary  militia,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  their  proper^  and  neighborhoods. 

Art.  9.  Liberty  in  the  exercise  of  their  respective  forms  of  religious  worship  \b  sectired 
to  immigrants  by  the  organic  law  of  the  empire. 

Art.  10.  Each  of  our  ministers  is  charged  with  carrying  out  such  parts  of  this  decree  as 
relate  to  his  department. 

Given  at  Chapultepec  on  the  5th  day  of  September,  1665. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

By  the  emperor : 
The  Minister  of  Improvement,  (Fomento, ) 

MANI7EL  OROZCO  Y  BERRA, 

Sitb'8€cretarf/f  (in  the  absence  of  the  Minister  of  Improvemeia,) 
REGULATIONS. 

Under  article  6  of  the  foregoing  decree  we  ordain  as  follows : 

I.  Under  the  laws  of  the  empire  all  persons  of  color  are  free  by  the  mere  act  of  touching 
Mexican  soil. 
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S.  Tbej  may  make  contracts  with  the  employer  who  has  engaf^ed,  or  may  engage  them, 
bj  which  sQch  employer  shall  bind  himself  to  feed,  clothe,  and  lodge  them,  and  give  them 
medical  attendance,  and  also  pay  them  a  sum  of  money  according  to  whatever  agreements 
they  may  enter  into  with  bim ;  moreover,  he  shall  deposit  in  the  savings  bank  hereinafter 
mentioned,  for  the  benefit  of  the  laborer,  a  sum  equivalent  to  one-fonrth  of  his  wages.  The 
laborer  shaJl,  on  his  part,  obligate  himself  to  his  employer  to  perform  the  labor  for  which  he 
WM  employed,  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  five,  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

3.  The  employer  shall  bind  himself  to  support  the  children  of  his  laborers.  In  the  event 
of  the  Cher's  death,  the  employer  will  be  regarded  as  the  guardian  of  the  children,  and  they 
will  remain  in  his  service  until  they  become  of  age,  on  the  same  terms  as  those  agreed  to  by 
tbeir  father. 

4.  Each  laborer  shall  receive  a  book  certified  by  the  local  authority,  in  which  book  a  de- 
leription  of  his  person,  the  statement  of  his  place  of  labor,  and  a  certificate  of  his  life  and 
habits  will  be  entered.  In  case  of  a  change  of  employer,  the  consent  of  the  former  employer 
ihall  he  entered  in  this  book. 

5.  In  ease  of  the  death  of  the  employer,  his  heirs,  or  whoever  may  acquire  his  estate,  shall 
be  bound  to  the  laborer  in  the  same  manner  in  which  such  employer  was ;  and  the  laborer, 
oa  his  part,  shall  be  bound  towards  such  new  proprietor  on  the  same  terms  as  in  his  former 
eoDtract. 

6.  In  case  of  deeertion,  the  laborer,  when  arrested,  shall  be  placed,  without  pay,  upon  the 
pabUc  works,  until  his  employer  presents  himself  to  claim  him. 

7.  In  case  of  any  injustice  of  the  employer  towards  the  laborers,  he  shall  be  brought 
before  a  magistrate. 

d.  %>eciar  police  commissioners  will  see  to  the  enforcement  of  these  regulations,  and  offi- 
cially prosecute  all  violators  thereof. 
1^.  A  savings  bank  will  be  established  by  the  government  for  the  following  objects : 

10.  The  employers  shall  dc  )Osit  in  sai«l  bank,  every  month,  for  the  benefit  of  the  laborers, 
aiom  equivalent  to  one-fourtn  of  the  wages  which  each  is  entitled  to  under  his  contract  of 
employment. 

11.  The  laborers  can  deposit,  in  addition,  in  the  savings  bank,  in  money,  such  sums  as 
they  may  desire. 

12.  These  deposits  will  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum. 

13.  At  the  end  of  his  engagement,  and  on  presentation  of  his  book,  the  laborer  shall  re- 
ceire  the  entire  amount  of  his  savings. 

14.  If  at  the  end  of  his  engagement  the  laborer  wishes  to  leave  his  monev  in  the  savings 
bank,  he  can  then  receive  the  interest  accrued  ;  or,  if  he  wishes  to  leave  this  also,  it  will  be 
added  to  his  capital  and  also  draw  interest. 

16.  In  case  a  laborer  should  die  intestate  or  without  heirs,  his  property  shall  pass  to  the 
treasory  of  the  government. 
GiTen  at  Chapultepec  on  the  5th  day  of  September,  1865. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  the  emperor : 
The  Minister  of  Improvement,  (Fomento, ) 

Manuel  Orozco  y  Berra, 
Sub-seeretarif,  (in  th6  absence  of  the  Minister  of  Improvement.) 


REOULATIONS  AND  INSTRUCTIONS  IN  FURTHERANCE  OF  THE    **  DECREE  TO  £NCOURA«E 

IMMIGRATION.'* 

AtTiCLE  I.  The  lands  offered  for  colonization  are  divided  into  three  classes: 

Art.  3.  First  Those  that  are  of  the  public  domain  and  have  never  been  reduced  to  culti- 
ntion. 

Art.  3.  Second.  Those  that  have  been  more  or  less  improved  as  haciendas,  the  right  to 
^iipose  of  which  the  government  has  acquired  either  by  purchase  or  otherwise. 

Art.  4.  Third.  Pnvate  lands  and  haciendas,  the  owners  of  which  are  disposed  to  offer  them 
to  immipants  on  liberal  terms  for  colonization.  Many  haciendas  that  are  or  have  been  under 
coltiration  may  be  bought  on  easy  terms,  and  for  less  than  one  dollar  per  acre. 

Art.  .'V.  These  private  haciendas  or  plantations  sometimes  embrace  several  hundred  square 
Biles.   Smaller  sizes  often  afford  lands  and  room  for  a  settlement  of  a  dozen  or  more  families. 

Art.  6.  Immigrants  are  advised  to  establish  themselv^  at  first  in  settlements  or  commu- 
^tiea,  as  well  for  mutual  protection  and  assistance  as  for  the  benefit  of  churches  and  schools, 
toe  eonvenience  of  mills,  blacksmith  shops,  dc.c.,  &c. 

Art.  7.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  government  to  encourage  settlement  upon  private  as  well  as 
pvblie  hmds ;  and  tne  same  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions  are  offered  to  immigrants  who 
my  settle  upon  Uie  former  as  are  granted  to  those  who  settle  upon  the  latter. 

Art.  8.  Uuids  of  class  first  are  offered  in  alternate  sections,  as  donations  to  actual  settlers, 
>nd  hi  quantities  varying  from  160  acres  for  a  single  man,  to  640  for  the  heads  of  families, 
according  to  circumstances  to  be  explained  herea&r. 
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Art.  9.  The  ^Ternment  not  only  inyites  all  well-disposed  persons  to  come  and  assist  in 
the  occupation  of  its  vacant  places,  bat  his  majesty  the  emperor,  toacbed  bj  the  spectacle  of 
good  men  strangling  with  adversitj  in  other  lands,  tenders  hospitalitj  and  homes  especially 
to  these.  Moved  by  the  generons  impnlses  of  his  nature,  he  oners  them  material  assistance 
to  enable  them  to  reach  this  boantiml  and  beautlfal  land.  To  those  of  them  who  wish  to 
change  their  skies,  make  Mexico  their  home,  and  identify  themselves  with  the  country,  a  iiree 
passage  by  sea  for  their  families  and  effects  is  offered. 

Art.  10.  Immigrants  are  therefore  divided  into«two  classes,  A  and  B.  The  former  being-ef 
those  jast  alluded  to,  who  by  misfortune  have  lost  all  their  substance ;  and  the  latter,  those 
who  are  less  straitened  in  their  means. 

Art.  U.  Not  only  a  free  passage  by  sea  is  offered  to  class  A,  but  when  they  arrive  in  the 
countrv,  a  travelling  allowance  of  ten  cents  the  league  thence  to  their  new  homes  will  be 
made  K>r  each  member  of  their  families,  counting  as  members,  also,  their  apprendoes. 

Art.  12.  Lands  of  class  iirst  will  be  donated  to  those  immigrants  by  alternate  sections, 
viz  :  160  acres  to  a  single  man,  and  3:20  to  a  man  with  a  family,  with  a  pre-emption  right  to 
as  much  more  in  each  case. 

Art.  13.  Immigrants  of  class  A,  who,  after  arriving  in  the  country,  may  prefer  to  settk 
upon  haciendas  or  other  lands,  are  at  liberty  to  do  so ;  bnt  in  that  case  they  may  be  required 
to  refund,  with  interest,  the  money  that  may  have  been  advanced  in  assisting  them  to  reach 
their  new  domiciles. 

Art.  14.  Immigrants  of  class  B,  who  are  those  that  can  afford  to  pay  their  own  expenses, 
have  the  whole  countrv  before  them.  They  may  establish  themselves  wherever  they  can 
find  suitable  and  available  lands.  If  they  prefer  the  unimproved  lands  of  the  public  domain, 
they  also  can  have  them  free,  in  alternate  sections,  but  only  for  actual  settlement,  at  the  rate 
of  330  acres  for  a  single  man,  and  640  to  a  man  with  a  family,  with  a  prs<empticm  right  to  as 
much  more  in  ectch  case. 

ART.  15.  These  donations  of  land  to  persons,  whether  of  class  A  or  B,  are  made  on  con^ 
tion  and  with  the  understanding  that  they  shall,  in  good  faith,  proceed  forthwith  to  occupy, 
subdue,  and  cultivate  the  land  so  donated. 

'  Art.  16.  The  lands  of  the  public  haciendas  will  be  offered  at  government  prices,  vadpre 
rata  according  to  the  actual  cost  of  purchase  by  the  government. 

Art.  17.  As  it  regards  private  lands  and  haciendas,  the  field  of  selection  is  much  larger. 
Immigrants  are  free  to  make  their  own  bargains  with  proprietors,  tho  government  waiving 
its  foes  on  such  transactions,  as  per  article  U>ur  of  the  decree. 

Art.  18.  As  it  regards  the  public  haciendas,  a  reservation  of  improved  lands  will  be  made 
from  each  to  serve  during  the  first  years  as  a  common,  for  the  free  use  of  the  colonists.  The 
size  of  this  common  will  be  determined  by  the  number  of  families  the  landn  of  the  hacienda 
may  be  sufficient  to  accommodate.  It  will  be  large  enough  to  give  them  breadstuffis  and 
vegetables  at  once,  and  until  they  can  bring  their  own  lands  into  cultivation.  It  will  be 
large  enough  also  to  afford  space  for  a  village,  in  case  the  immigrants  should  find  it  desirable, 
OS  probably  at  first  they  will,  to  establish  themselves  iu  villages.  No  rent  will  be  charged 
for  Uie  first  years  for  the  use  of  this  common. 

Art.  19.  This  reserve  or  common  is  ultimately  intended  for  educational  purposes,  and, 
after  the  first  years,  a  ground  rent  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  the  land,  but  not  of  the 
improvements,  will  be  required. 

Agencies, 

Art.  20.  Agents  for  immigration  will  be  stationed  at  convenient  points  abroad,  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  information  to  the  emigrant  there,  as  to  this  country,  its  lands,  the  best 
way  of  reaching  them,  and  upon  all  other  subjects  pertaining  thereto. 

Art.  21.  Persons  wishing  to  emigrate  will  first  apply  to  the  most  convenient  agent.  The 
applicant  must  state  his  occupation,  whether  agricultural,  mercantile,  mechanical,  or  profes- 
sional. He  must  also  give  his  age,  with  the  name,  sex,  and  age  of  each  member  of  his  family, 
including  apprentices.  If  he  requires  assistance  for  the  journey,  he  must  state  his  circum- 
stances, and  give  satisfactory  references  as  to  his  character  and  standing  in  the  community. 

Permits, 

Art.  22.  The  permit  of  the  immigration  agent  is  necessary  to  entitle  the  immigrant  to  the 
privileges  of  the  decree.  Unless  he  bring  with  him  such  a  p^mit  into  the  country,  he  will 
neither  be  entitled  to  lands,  to  free  entry  at  the  custom-house,  nor  to  any  oth«r  privileges 
beyond  those  accorded  to  mere  strangers. 

Effects, 

Art.  2S,  Immigrants  with  such  permits  may  bring  in,  duty  free,  all  their  personal  and 
household  effects,  their  live  stock,  their  implements  of  husbandry,  tools,  and  instruments  of 
all  kinds  used  by  them  in  the  pursuit  of  their  trade,  art,  profession,  or  calling.    But  they 
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mMj  not  bring,  withoat  the  payment  of  duty,  anj  merchandise,  or  thing  for  sale,  exchange, 
charter. 

Art.  Si.  Before  embarking,  if  coming  by  sea,  or  leaving  home,  if  coming  by  land,  the 
emigrant  should  furnish  the  agent  for  immigration  with  a  complete  list  of  the  persons  and 
e£k^  that  he  proposes  to  carry  with  him.  These  effects  must  be  properly  packed,  marked, 
and  m^bered ;  and  the  contents  of  each  package,  box,  or  case  must  be  duly  certified,  in  order 
that  they  may  the  more  readily  pass  the  custom-house  and  toll-gates. 

Art.  25.  Arriving  in  port,  or  crossing  the  boundary,  an  agent  will  be  there,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  give  the  immigrants  such  assistance,  and  afford  them  such  further  information,  as 
they  may  require  to  speed  them  on  their  way.  ^ 

Offkx  of  Colonization,  No.  13  Calls  San  Juan  de  Letran, 

Mexico^  November  6,  1865. 

Mexico,  September  27,  1865. 

Approved: 

MAXIMILIAN. 


No.  5. 

TO  PERSONS  WISHING  TO  SETTLE  IN  MEXICO. 

The  doors  of  wk  empire  are  wide  open,  and  his  majesty  the  emperor  has,  in  a  most  libera 
decree,  invited  immigration  from  all  quarters  and  without  distinction  m  to  nationality. 

Many  people,  both  in  the  Old  World  and  the  New,  having  heard  of  this  invitation,  wish 
to  change  their  skies,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges.  Gentlemen  representing  sev- 
enl  thousand  families  in  Europe,  and  hundreds  in  Tennessee,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Texas, 
the  Carolinas,  Alabama.  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  in  the  United  States,  are  now  anxiously 
weking  information  in  regard  to  tne  country,  its  condition,  and  resources,  with  the  view  of 
nakiDg  it  their  home. 

Considering  that  almost  the  only  source  of  information  open  to  them  upon  this  subject  is 
to  be  found  in  anonymous  contributions,  made  for  the  most  part  to  a  press  by  no  means 
friendly  to  "Mexico,  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  for  the  information  of  all  those,  whatever  be 
tkeir  nationalitj,  who  desire  to  renounce  it  and  come  to  Mexico,  with  the  intention,  in  good 
bith,  of  making  it  their  home  and  of  planting  their  posterity  here,  that  they  would  do  wel 
to  come,  for  it  is  a  land  more  blessed  by  nature  in  its  soil  and  climated  than  any  part  of  the 
United  Statues — that  great  centre  at  present  of  human  migration. 

The  earUi  here  yields  to  the  care  of  husbandry  with  a  profusion  that  would  seem  incredible 
tee  and  faboloas  in  Europe.  In  some  places  it  crowns  the  labor  of  the  husbandman  regu- 
lariy  with  two,  and  in  others  with  three,  harvests  annually;  and  in  each  one  he  gathers  one 
bnndred,  two  hundred,  sometimes  three  hundred,  and  occasionally  four  hundred  fold,  and 
even  more,  according  to  his  own  skill  and  the  kind  of  seed  used. 

Cotton  and  corn  do  well  in  almost  all  parts  of  the  empire.  But  the  cotton,  especially  of 
Tamaolipas,  Matahuala,  Fresnillo,  Durango,  Mazatlau,  and  the  States  north,  is  said  to  be 
of  a  better  staple — save  Sea  Island — ^than  any  produced  in  the  United  States.  Indeed,  the 
eotten  of  Tucatan  is  called  Sea  Island. 

Under  thc^se  fine  climates,  which  give  a  purity  and  transparency  to  the  atmosphere  that 
Bake  existence  itself  an  enjoyment,  and  invest  the  eye  with  the  faculties  almost  of  a  new 
Koae,  the  vegetable  kingdom  displays  its  wealth  and  its  powers  most  gorgeously,  and  with 
the  most  marvellous  vigor  and  concentration. 

In  chosen  spots,  and  upon  a  single  hacienda,  may  be  seen  crowded  together — piled  up  in 
steppes  one  above  another,  in  all  the  glory  of  the  lily,  and  with  the  perfection  of  excellence — 
fruts,  flowers,  and  productions  that,  m  less  favored  climes,  require  for  their  display  as  many 
latitiidee,  climates,  and  soils  as  can  be  found  in  the  entire  breadth  of  plain  that  lies  between 
tlie  eoarces  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  mouths  of  the  Amazon. 

Here,  besides  cotton  ana  com,  the  olive  and  the  vine,  we  have  the  finest  of  wheat,  with 
JHiIse,  and  all  the  cereals  in  ^eat  perfection ;  also,  tobacco,  coffee,  sugar-cane,  the  cocoa 
plttt,  rice,  indigo,  cochineal,  pimento,  India-rubber,  and  hennquin — a  peculiar  and  valuable 
obre  that  answers  many  of  the  purposes  of  both  flax  and  hemp ;  and  last  of  all,  and  what, 
■wroorer,  no  other  conntiy  in  the  world  can  produce — Flora's  feat  and  Bacchus*s  boast — the 
Mly  rnagnej  or  pulque  plant  of  Anahuac. 

I  bave  seen  some  of  the  verr  best  planters  from  Missouri,  Tennessee,  and  the  South,  and 
I  have  amversed  with  learned  men  m>m  France  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  all  of  whom  bap- 
pen  to  have  travelled  through  the  northern  and  most  healthy  parts  of  Mexico.  The  Euro- 
peui  report,  on  the  one  hand,  an  a^cultural  country  superior  to  the  best  parts  of  France 
and  Italj,  and  also  of  surpassing  mmeral  wealth ;  while  the  Americans,  on  the  other,  pro- 
nomce  it  a  grazing  and  cattle  countrv  to  which  even  the  blue  grass  regions  of  Kentucky 
ttd  Tennessee  are  not  to  be  compared. 
The  mountains  abound  with  mmerals,  the  woodft  with  g^me,  and  the  forest  with  the  finest 
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of  timber— with  the  most  ozqnisite  dye  and  ornamental  woods— gnuns,  and  spioes,  dni|;B  and 
medic'iDal  plants  of  rare  virtues. 

Generals  Price  and  Shelby  of  Missouri,  Governor  Harris  of  Tennessee,  and  Jadg^e  Per- 
kins of  Louisiana,  with  a  number  of  their  friends,  have  f^one  to  examine  the  country  about 
Cordova. 

They  are  delighted  with  it ;  they  intend  to  make  it  their  home.  The  railway  hence  to 
Vera  Cruz  passes  throug^h  it.  The  land  is  superb.  It  is  sold  by  the  government  to  immi- 
grants at  one  dollar  the  acre,  to  be  paid  for  in  five  equal  annual  instalments. 

Generals  Hardeman  and  Terry,  with  others  from  Texas,  are  equally  well  pleased  with 
Jalisco.  They  are  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  haciendas  there  sufficiently  large  to 
accommodate  with  land  a  settlement  to  be  made  up  of  themselves,  their  old  ndghbon,  and 
friends. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Missouri,  has  already  commenced  a  fine  settlement  on  the  Rie 
Verdi,  in  San  Luis  Potosi.  He  and  his  comrades  have  gone  into  the  cultivation  of  cotton, 
com,  and  tobacco. 

The  representative  of  large  capital,  Mons.  Dousdebes,  has  a  grant  for  establishing  a  colony 
from  France  and  Spain  on  the  shores  of  Matamoras. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  England,  equally  well  supported,  has  engaged  to  establish  a  number  of  colo- 
nists between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  capital ;  and  a  ship-load  of  European  unmigrants  have  jnst 
arrived  in  Yucatan  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  settlement  in  that  fine  peninsula.  They  have 
been  received  with  ovations  by  the  good  people  there. 

A  disposition  equally  favorable  towards  immigration  is  manifested  in  various  other  parts  of 
the  country.  t 

Patriotic  citizens  have  stepped  forth  at  the  call  of  his  majesty  and  offered  their  own  prirate 
lands,  many  of  them  upon  the  most  favorable  terms,  for  colonization. 

Mr.  Jiminez  invites  five  hundred  European  families  to  his  estates  in  Durango,  offiaring  them 
each  a  house  and  lot,  rent  free,  a  weekly  allowance  of  provisions  without  chai^,  and  a 
guarantee  of  work  at  fair  wages  for  five  jears.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  further  promisea 
a  gratuity  of  $15,000  to  the  community,  and  a  present  to  each  family  of  a  yoke  of  oxea. 

Mr.  Gil,  of  Guadalajara,  invites'twenty  Belgian  families  to  his  highly  improved  and  well 
stocked  hacienda,  offering  them  one-half  of  it  for  cultivation  on  shares,  he  finding  the  stock, 
seed,  and  cattle,  and  the  colonists  the  labor.  He  offers  also  flocks  and  herds  firom  which  to 
breed,  on  halves. 

Other  enlip^htened  and  liberal-minded  land  owners  of  the  empire  have  offered  their  estates 
for  colonization  on  terms  equally  liberal. 

Many  false  impressions  have  taken  root  abroad  about  Mexico  and  the  Mexicans.  These 
operate  greatly  to  our  disadvantage,  inasmuch  as  they  are  stumbling  blocks  in  the  mind  of 
the  stranger,  and  tend  to  discourage  immigration. 

-  The  world  knows  Mexico  as  a  country  that  for  the  last  half  century  has  been  tossed  by 
revolution.  Many,  listening  to  the  stories  of  her  troubles,  and  the  tales  of  her  calamities  as 
told  by  her  enemies,  have  come  to  reg^ard  the  whole  land  as  a  **  God-forsaken  country,"  in- 
habited by  a  bigoted,  illiberal,  and  inhospitable  people ;  while,  in  fact,  no  part  of  the  world 
can  boast  of  a  more  refined  society  or  a  more  elegant  hospitality  than  that  which  is  to  be 
found  in  certain  parts  of  the  empire. 

The  Mississippi  valley,  even  in  its  palmiest  days,  could  not  boast  any  plantation  that  could 
compare  in  baronial  splendor,  lordly  magnificence,  and  princely  hospitality  with  your  Mex- 
ican hacienda  that  has  escaped  the  ravages  of  war.  The  halls  of  some  of  them  are  large 
enough  to  entertain  and  have  entertained  several  hundred  guests  for  weeks  at  a  time. 

On  some  of  these  you  will  find  well-appointed  schools  for  the  education  of  the  children  of 
the  dependents,  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietor ;  churches  built  and  chapels  maintained 
from  toe  same  munificent  bounty ;  hospitals  erected  for  the  sick,  the  old  servants  pensioned, 
and  all  the  operations  of  the  estate  carried  on  upon  a  scale  and  with  expenditures  foUowed 
by  remunerative  revenues  such  as  but  few  farmers  in  Virginia  or  France  can  boast  of. 

But  all  parts  of  the  country  are  not  so. 

For  more  than  fifty  years  Mexico  has  been  constantly  torn  by  faction  or  scourged  by  war, 
and  she  has  reaped  abundantly  of  the  harvests  which  always  spring  from  such  seeds — forced 
loans  and  contnbutions  upon  the  rich,  grievous  burdens  upon  the  poor,  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise in  many  departments  of  the  empire  well-ni^h  crushed  out  of  the  people,  the  industdal 
energies  of  entire  regions  paralyzed,  and  capital  itself  frightened  off  into  its  hiding  places. 

Such  a  state  of  things  long  continued,  in  any  country,  is  sure  to  be  followed  by  a  general 
absenteeism  from  their  estates  of  the  large  land-owners.  This  is  eminently  the  case  in 
Mexico. 

The  effect  of  this  absenteeism  is  expressed  upon  the  landscape,  and  proclaimed  by  de- 
serted mansions,  neglected  plantations,  and  other  signs  of  ruin  Srud  decay,  in  tones  that  fall 
sadly  upon  many  a  heart.  Many  of  these  fine  estates,  with  the  walls  of  their  noble  old 
mansions  still  standing,  are  now  offered  for  sale  and  settlement  at  prices  varying  from  a  few 
cents  to  a  few  dollars  per  acre.  They  are  in  the  most  choice  parts  of  the  country,  and  would, 
if  restored  to  cultivation,  embellish  the  land  with  a  beautiful  mosaic  of  the  most  lovely  gar- 
den spots  that  the  world  ever  saw. 

With  the  immigp'ant  coming  to  Mexico  it  is  not  as  with  the  emig^rant  bound  to  the  *'far 
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•K9iff^  in  the  United  States.  There  he  goes  to  reclaim  from  the  wilderness.  Here  he  comes,  • 
for  the  most  part,  to  reclaim  from  rain  and  the  ravages  of  war.  Plantations  that  were  once 
rardea  spots  invite  his  coming.  He  may  pitch  his  tent  on  the  verge  of  highly  cultivated 
districts,  from  which  he  can  draw  his  supplies  until  the  bonntifol  eartii,  yielding  to  his  own 
good  husbandry,  shall  yield  him  of  her  increase.  And  this  the  soil  of  Mexico,  under  cli- 
mstes  that  hare  no  winter,  will  do  in  two  or  three  months. 

One  of  the  finest  haciendas  of  the  wasted  districts  is  now  on  sale.  It  was  abandoned 
some  six  or  eight  years  ago  in  consequence  of  a  revolution ;  the  proprietor  died,  and  it  has 
not  sinee  been  restored  to  cultivation.  It  vielded  a  r^gulav  annual  profit  of  not  less  than 
$180,000.  The  dwelling-house  alone  cost  J-iOO.OOO.  Tnis  hacienda  is  large  enough  to  ac- 
commodate forty  or  fifty  families  with  farms  of  one  thousand  acres  each.  It  can  now  be 
bad  for  less  than  $5  the  acre,  and  after  the  first  payment,  on  long  time  to  suit  purchasers. 

Other  haciendas  that  are  open  to  the  choice  and  selection  of  the  immigrant  are  much 
Iswer. 

Two,  containing  each  more  than  3,000  square  miles,  have  been  offered  by  the  proprietors 
foreohaiiation. 

I  know  of  no  conntry  in  which  the  land  is  held  by  so  few  and  in  such  large  tracts. 

This  also  has  produoBd  marked  effects  upon  the  nation ;  it  appears  to  have  deprived  Mexico 
nitireljof  what  other  countries  consider  their  **bone  and  sinew" — their  noble,  enterprising, 
eDerg^ic,  bard-working  middle  classes. 

Some  political  economists  divide  society  in  Mexico  into  but  two  classes — the  upper  and  the 
lower— and  out  of  a  population  of  8,000,000  of  people,  more  than  7,000,000  are  said  to  be- 
loE^"  to  the  latter. 

Tae  statesmen  of  the  country,  with  the  emperor  in  their  lead,  desire  to  heal  the  breach 
npidly.  For  this  purpose  foreign  labor,  capital,  and  skill  have  been  invited  to  our  shores. 
mj  good  men  of  the  country  look  upon  immigration,  on  a  large  scale,  as  the  readiest  and 
best  means  of  restoring  the  equilibrium  of  the  classes,  and  of  giving  to  this  country  and  its 
iostitvfions  that  stability  and  force  which  are  so  essential  to  the  full  development  of  its  vast 
Piiwers,  capabilities,  and  resources. 

Hence  the  encouragement  that  is  no^  offered  to  immigrants. 

Tins  coantiy  is  now  in  a  better  state  to  receive  immigrants  than  it  has  been  for  many 
yesfi. 

Tbe  empire  is  daily  gaining  ground,  strength,  and  support,  and  the  armed  organization 

^u»t  it  is  broken  up  mto  factions,  its  head  and  leader  ex-President  Juarez  having  left  the 

ft«iitiy, 

But  now,  witb  the  dawn  of  a  happy  era  of  peace  at  last  before  her,  Mexico,  after  half  a 

('pt&iy  of  continued  change  and  revolution,  finds  herself  in  an  exhausted  state,  and  the  im- 

Kignots  who  wish  to  cast  their  lots  with  her  auspicious  future  must 'bring  with  them  some- 

^ng  more  than  brawny  arms  and  stout  hearts.    They  must  not  forget  those  appliances  of 

icdvgtiy,  those  labor-saving  machines  and  improved  modes  of  husbandry  which  scientific 

>^1  and  mechanical  ingenuity,  under  the  blessmgs  of  stable  government  and  long-continued 

I^>ce,  have,  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  brought  to  such  perfection. 
'iWe  is  room,  with  encouraging  prospects,  for  mechanics  apd  artisans  of  all  sorts,  as  wel 

u  for  agricultural  labor  and  scientific  skill.    Roads  are  to  be  repaired  and  made,  bridges  re- 

s^wed,  mills— grist  and  saw— to  be  erected,  dwelling-houses  to  be  repaired  or  built ;  machine 

^W>i  and  all  those  establishments  which  are  so  essential  in  the  agricultural  economy  of 

^eonntries,  will  also  be  extensively  required. 
ImiBigrants  who  come  to  Mexico,  from  whatever  country,  will  be  warmlv  welcomed  in 

^y  parts.    They  will  meet  with  no  open  hostility  anywhere,  except  firom  the  hands  of  the 

lwle«. 
To  resist  them,  and  to  have  the  full  beflefit  of  all  those  conveniences — such  as  mills  and 

^^estabUshments  just  alluded  to,  and  which  every  well-ordered  agricultural  community 

'^S^U'^ft— it  is  desirable  that  the  immigrants  should  come  in  bodies  and  form  settlements  of 

tlKirown. 
^^tkmg  to  this,  the  decree  of  September  5  invests  them  with  a  semi-military  organization, 

•^  ftey  are  expc^eted  to  be  able  to  defend  their  settlements  against  robbers,  who,  however, 

'^^^tack  where  resistance  is  expected. 

^^vB^stsnts  will  be  drawn  into  communities,  also,  for  the  sake  of  schools  and  churches. 

'""^^'nt,  pnbllc  interests  require  that  each  settlement  should  be  large  enough  fairly'  to  de- 

^<^  the  whole  system  of  domestic,  social,  and  agricultural  economy  of  the  country  whence 

"•••ttisn  came. 
For  tins  purpose,  each  settlement  should  be  large  enongh  to  support  saw  and  grist  mills, 

*f^7*^  blacksmiths,  wheelwrights,  and  the  various  other  artisans  and  machinists,  who,  in 

1    J^**^  of  their  calling,  contribute  to  the  requirements  of  modem  agriculture,  with  all 

tonipmtoenta. 
There  is  still  another  reason  why  immigrants  from  all  except  Spanish  countries  should 

^^  tkttiehres  into  settlements  of'^their  own,  and  that  reason  is  one  of  language.    A  farmer 

tmmf  to  Mexico,  ignorant  of  the  language,  ignorant  of  the  customs  of  the  country,  and  of 

*"  rate  of  wages,  aSl  settling  down  among  neighbors  all  speaking  in,  to  him,  aa  unknown 
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tonsnie,  would  find  himself  snrronDded  by  embarrassments,  none  of  which  woald  eziAt  in  a 
settlement  made  np  of  his  old  neif^hbors,  kinsmen,  and  friends. 

It  would  be  well,  therefore,  for  each  colony  to  bring  with  it  a  large  portion  of  its  own 
labor. 

The  lands  of  Mexico  have  never  been  snrvejed,  nor  has  there  been  until  now  a  land  office. 

The  consequence  is  that  the  government  cannot  tell  which  lands  are  public  and  which 
private,  and  though  the  chief  of  the  land  office  is  vigorously  at  work  organizing  surveying 
parties,'  and  sending  them  forth  into  the  field,  it  is  found  that  lands  sufficient  to  receive  the 
coming  tide  of  immigration  cannot  \y&  surveyed,  mapped,  and  brought  into  market  for  some 
time  yet.  Therefore,  it  is  recommended  to  those,  both  in  Europe  and  the  United  States,  who 
desire  to  come  now  to  Mexico,  to  form  themselves  into  companies,  consisting  of  not  less  than 
twenty-five  families  each.  Then,  while  those  at  home  are  making  their  preparations,  let  their 
pioneers  come  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  hacienda  or  other  lands,  and  of 
making  ready  to  receive  the  rest. 

To  those  who  will  thus  come  now,  with  their  families,  and  form  settlements  sufficient  to 
call  into  ylaj  all  the  industrial  appliances,  consisting  of  machinery,  shops,  and  implements 
connectea  with  agriculture  in  its  most  improved  state,  and  calculated  to  serve  as  so  many 
centres  of  agricultural  improvement  in  the  country,  special  encouragement  is  held  out. 

Th^  are  invited  to  send  forward  their  agents,  who  will  receive  all  the  information  ibaX 
the  office  of  colonization  can  give,  and  every 'facility  that  it  can  throw  in  their  way,  as  to 
the  most  desirable  parts  of  the  country  in  which  to  settle — the  choicest  localities,  and  the 
cheapest  and  best  lands,  &c. 

Having  made  their  own  selections,  the  government  will  then,  in  case  they  require  it,  lend 
them  pecuniary  assistance  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  establish  themselves  in  their  new 
homes  and  get  fairly  under  way. 

M.  F.  MAURY,  imperial  Commissioner, 

Office  of  Colonization,  No.  13  Calle  8an  Juan  Letran, 

Mexico,  November  18,  1865. 


No.  6. 


City  op  Mexico,  FthruaryO,  1866. 
My  Dear  FRrEND :  Presuming  a  letter  from  a  live  rebel  that  never  surrendered,  and  who 
prefened  exile  to  degradation,  r^ardless  of  the  acts  of  other  rebels  to  the  contrary,  it  is 
with  pride  and  pleasure  I  take  this  means  of  addressing  you,  and  acknowledging'  mj  deep 
sense  of  gratituae  for  acts  of  personal  kindness  received  at  your  hands  by  my  wi£  and  chil- 
dren while  I  served  in  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  which  will  doubtless 
in  the  measure  of. time  assume  her  separate  existence  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  I  can 
only  give  you  a  very  brief  outline  of  family  incidents  since  my  wife  parted  with  von  at  St. 
Louis  on  the  3d  March,  1865,  yrhen  she  received  Special  Order  No.  58,  paragraph  10,  and 
which  I  shall  very  cheerfully  bequeath  as  a  legacy  to  my  children  and  impress  upon  their 
minds  the  duty  they  owe  to  God  and  the  land  that  gave  them  birth,  to  resent  it  to  the  fall  ex- 
tent of  extermination  of  the  government  from  whose  authority  the  order  emanated.  I  met 
my  wife  and  children  at  Camden,  Arkansas,  on  the  26th  March ;  on  the  2d  of  April  I  1^ 
Camden  and  conveved  them,  through  the  worst  roads  and  weather  you  ever  saw,  to  Fulton; 
thence  to  Clarksville,  Texas ;  thence  to  Paris,  where  I  arrived  on  the  17th  April,  and  was 
there  detained  until  the  2d  May,  waiting  to  obtain  conveyance  for  my  family  to  leave  them 
with  my  brother-in-law  at  San  Antonio,  which  place  I  did  not  reach  until  the  26th  May,  in- 
tending to  iretum  to  my  command ;  but  on  reaching  that  place,  having  sufficient  evidence 
that  the  army  bad  disbanded,  and  having  witnessed  and  known  so  much  diabolical  cruelty 
and  iuhnmauity  of  the  federal  goveroment,  I  resolved  to  continue  my  journey  to  this  coantry 
aud  abandon  the  God-forsaken  land  of  the  so-called  United  States — as  you  are  well  aware 
that  the  word  united  is  only  a  name  and  not  a  fact.  I  left  San  Antonio  with  my  lamUy 
and  arrived  at  Monterey  on  the  2l8t  June,  where  I  went  into  the  commission  business  and 
remained  there  until  the  19th  November,  when  I  left  and  arrived  with  my  family  at  the  city 
of  Mexico  on  the  19th  January,  1866,  and  unless  I  change  my  mind  shall  proceed  to  Cordova, 
some  sixty -five  miles  from  Vera  Cruz,  where  I  shall  locate  and  cultivate  coffee,  tobacco,  &c 
It  is  estimated  from  the  experience  of  others  that  five  years,  with  the  cultivation  of  about 
eighty  to  one  hundred  acres  in  coffee,  will  make  any  man  with  ordinary  skill  aud  attention 
become  immensely  wealthy.  There  is  also  about  300  different  varieties  of  tropical  fruits,  and 
never  without  vegetables  at  any  season  of  the  year.  The  climate  is  delightful,  and  from  a 
strange  fact,  that  m  the  space  often  leagues  you  can,  by  selection  of  a  slope  of  table-lands, 
realize  any  climate  you  may  desire.  The  climate  of  this  city  is,  from  its  great  height,  dry. 
and  salubrious,  but  very  light;  it  is  quite  warm  all  through  December,  January,  and  Feb- 
ruary— Missouri  fall  heat;  since  21st  May  up  to  present  time  I  have  experienced  less  incon- 
venience from  heat  than  I  have  in  Missouri  in  the  months  of  July  and  August.  House  rent 
in  this  city  is  rather  «high;  I  pay  ^  per  month  for  six  rooms,  and  every  house  convexiieiioe. 
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wator^oeet,  &c.  We  hare  at  this  time  gnen  peas,  tomatoes,  cabbage,  turnips,  beets,  car- 
rots, sweet  potatoes,  Irish  potatoes,  tnrkeys,  eg(|^,  chickens,  fresh  beef,  pork  bananas,  oranges, 
lemons,  and  one  hundred  other  different  varieties  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  fresh  and  in  aban- 
dance  at  this  time,  and  cheap.  At  firat,  on  account  of  the  language,  my  wife  thought  she 
never  would  like  to  live  in  the  country,  but  necessity  soon  forces  a  person  to  learn  to  speak 
it  We  have  a  female  servant,  Mexican,  we  pay  five  dollars  per  month.  On  the  21st  Jan- 
nary,  at  11.40  a.  m.,  my  wife  was  safely  delivered  of  a  fine,  h^thy,  rebel  child,  a  little  girl, 
whom  we  have  named  Carlotta,  after  the  empress  of  Mexico,  and  deservedly  so,  because  she 
bas  been  and  still  is  the  tme  friend  of  true  confederates.  Both  mv  wife,  Susey,  Bartlett,  and 
Caiiotta,  are  all  well  and  in  fine  health.  Bartlett  has  grown  to  be  a  very  fine  boy,  and  has 
learned  to  spetik  Spanish  better  than  his  mother  or  myself.  There  appears  to  be  very  little 
known  of  this  country  in  the  United  States  or  other  countries— concerning  its  interior  mineral 
and  agricultural  wealth ;  it  is  far  beyond  anything  I  ever  before  conceived  of,  and  I  must 
MT I  have  been  very  agreeably  disappointed.  I  was  sorry  to  see  and  witness  so  many  con- 
feoenUes  come  to  Mexico  with  wrong  and  improper  motives ;  some  imagined  that  they  would 
be  forthwith  installed  into  some  fat  office,  like  Commodore  Maury,  and  because  they  were  not, 
and  not  being  disposed  to  adapt  themselves  to  temporary  inconvenience,  would  not  labor,  and 
to  their  shame  went  back  to  the  dis-United  States,  like  a  dog  returning  to  his  vomit ;  whereas 
bd  they  been  patient,  and  not  tned  to  force  things  whether  or  no,  they  would,  by  settling  in 
colonies  of  twenty-five  and  fifty  families,  as  is  now  the  case  at  Cordova,  Rio  Verde,  and 
other  places — they  would  all  have  done  well  and  been  of  mutual  assistance  to  each  other. 
The  only  temptation  that  I  or  any  of  my  family  could  have  to  return  to  the  States  would 
he  on  ^ie  occasion  of  a  war  with  any  other  power  on  earth  and  that  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, m  which  event  you  m&y  expect  to  see  me  in  the  service  of  that  army,  whatever  army 
it  may  be. 

At  present  I  know  of  no  country  that  can  offer  as  many  inducements  to  intelligent  agricul- 
tual,  mechanical,  or  other  men  of  sound,  sober,  practical  business  capacities,  as  Mexico, 
notwithstanding  all  that  random  writers  have  said  to  the  contrary ;  but  I  must  be  candid  with 
jon,  that  Englishmen  and  Americans  must  settle  in  colonies  of  from  fifteen  to  one  hundred 
^milies,  otherwise,  by  scattering,  isolated  few  by  themselves,  they  actually  become  lost  for 
anj  good  purpose  to  themselves  or  their  race,  and  every  colony,  however  small,  must  have 
"riihm  themselves  their  proper  quota  of  the  common  trades  of  life,  particularly  blacksmiths, 
va^on-makers,  carpenters,  &c.  In  point  of  climate  and  natural  good  health,  I  prefer  that  of 
Mexico  to  any  pari  of  the  States.  There  are  a  great  many  Americans  and  English  in  busi- 
was  in  this  city,  and  they  have  a*ll  grown  rich. 

I  can,  upon  the  information  I  have  derived  from  my  wife,  on  the  subject  of  one  article  of 
trade,  soap  and  its  manufacture  here,  according  to  the  patent  mode  which  she  says  was  offered 
toyott  at  St.  Louis  for  county  rights  in  Missouri  for  sale,  guarantee  to  you  an  independent  for- 
toiiein  eighteen  months,  if  you  will  purchase  the  right  from  the  patentee  for  all  of  Mexico ; 
tod,  if  you  desire,  I  will  engage  in  the  business  with  you  to  our  mutual  interests  and  profit. 
1  feel  deeply  and  personally  interested  in  this  matter,  and  wish  to  hear  from  you  immediately 
on  the  subject.  Common  brown  soap,  but  good,  sells  here,  retail,  at  ]6f  cents  per  pound. 
Ton  had  better  eome  at  once  to  Vera  Cruz  as  an  immigrant,  and  brine  the  necessary  macninery 
to  make  the  soap  with  you,  and  it  will  be  admitted  free  of  duty.  Let  me  hear  from  you  at 
once,  or  if  you  will  not  come,  procure  the  agency  of  the  patentee  for  the  whole  of  Mexico  for 
ne,  and  I  will  put  it  through,  stating  rate  per  cent.,  commission,  &c. 

The  railroad  &om  Vera  Cruz  to  this  city  will  be  completed  in  three  months.  Telegraph  is 
Do^ in  working  order  all  through.    Common  castings  sell  here  at  37-^  per  pound. 

With  kind  regards  and  best  wishes  of  my  wife,  self,  and  little  ones,  I  am  your  friend,  faith- 
fiDy, 

BENJ.  CROWTHEE. 
Mr.  J.  Calvin  Littrell. 

P.  8.-~I  wish  you  to  write  to  old  man  William  Cogswell,  sr.,  to  send  you  my  box  of  books,  in 
■»«iiB,and  I  shall  be  under  many  obligations  to  you  to  forward  the  same  to  me,  care  of  Snow- 
^B.  Andrews,  at  Vera  Cruz;  or  if  you  will  come,  as  I  wish  you  to  do,  brine  it  with  you. 
wj  our  best  regards  to  all  our  friends.  We  will  have  a  colony  at  Cordova  of  about  one  hun- 
<"n  ^milies  this  spring,  and  they  are  all  good  rebs.  B.  0. 

J^fncty miT  letters  to  me  as  follows :  Beoj.  Crowther,  bn  cargo  de  los  sures  F.  A.  Lohse  & 
WM,  No.  2calle  del  Espiritu  de  Santo,  ciudad  de  Mexico. 

tThe  envelope  was  marked  as  follows :  J.  Calvin  Littrell,  box  275,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  or  care  of 
"  a.  H.  Stephens,  esq.,  Fourth  street,  St  Louis,  Mo.] 

No.  7. 

Office  Colonization,  13  San  Juan  de  Letran, 

Mexico,  February  17,  1866.      • 
8nti  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  24th  of  December  last,  1  beg  leave  to  forward  you  enclosed 
**iMinibnnation  relative  to  Mexican  immigration  and  Mexico,  t^  ] 
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As  jet  no  funds  hare  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  this  office  for  defrajine  the  expenses  ef 
i  mmigrants  here.    The  policy  of  your  government  in  forbidding  Mexican  ccMonization  agentd 
in  the  United  States  has  defeated  this  generous  intention  of  my  emperor. 
Very  truly, 

RICHARD  L.MAURY, 

Sub'Comminiemer, 
James  M.  Payke, 

NashvUle^  Tennessee, 


No.  8. 

Mexico,  March  3,  1866. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  My  father  has  just  sailed  for  England  for  the  purpose  of  returning  with  his 
family  to  Mexico  after  the  rainy  season,  in  October  next.  I  will  forward  your  letter  just  re- 
ceived, of  the  21st  of  January,  to  him  there.  He  will  be  delighted  to  hear  from  you,  for  your 
name  is  often  on  his  lips.  His  addiess  is  *^  Care  of  Rev.  F.  W.  Tremlett,  the  Parsonage,  Bel- 
size  Square,  London,  N.W." 

I  enclose  you  a  circular  letter  of  his,  which  I  am  sure  you  will  read  with  interest.  It  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hawkes,  of  New  York,  in  answer  to  one  from  him,  expressing  a  desire 
to  immigrate,  and  to  learn  something  of  the  country  of  Mexico  before  leaving  ms  home  in  New 
York. 

I  hope  that  you  will  consider  that  both  myself  and  my  oflSce  are  entirely  at  your  service  to 
render  you  any  aid,  assistance,  or  information  that  we  can,  or  that  you  may  desire. 

I  hope  in  a  lew  months  to  have  published  a  little  work  on  Mexico,  which,  in  view  of  the  accu- 
racy of  the  information  which  it  will  contain,  I'think  will  be  very  well  received  by  those  of  the 
South  whose  attention  has  been  attracted  towards  Mexico. 
Most  sincerely  and  truly, 

RICHARD  L.  MAURY, 
Sub'CommUsioner  of  Colonization,  late  Colonel  C,  S.  JnAf. 
W.  C.  S.  Vektress,  New  Orltans, 


No.  9. 


Office  Colonization,  13  San  Juan  de  Letran, 

Mexico,  March  14, 1866. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  January  30  has  j  ust  been  received .    You  may  rely  upon  the  endosed  cir- 
cular as  accurate. 

The  inducements  offered  to  immigrants  by  imperial  decree  are  exemption  from  taxsktion,  mili- 
tary conscription  for  a  term  of  years,  from  the  payment  of  all  or  any  import  dues  on  personal 
effects  or  farming  utensils,  religious  liberty,  ana  a  grant  of  land  of  640  acres  to  married  men,  or 
3*20  to  single,  either  gratis  or  at  low  rates  and  accommodating  terms. 
Very  truly, 

RICHARD  L.  MAURY, 
Sub'Commissioner,  laie  Colonel  C.  8,  Arwt§. 
Reuben  Herndon,  Galveston,  Texas, 


No.  10. 
[From  the  New  York  Tribune,  June  22, 1866.] 

Vera  Cruz,  /irit<6, 1866. 

The  hopes  the  confederate  emigrants  to  Mexico  had  entertained  of  an  extensive  settlement  in 
that  country  under  the  paternal  handof  a  much  admired  and  praised  monarch,  as  they  them- 
selves designated  Maximilian,  are  at  an  end.  The  Cordova  colony,  founded  by  General  Price 
and  Judge  Harris,  has  broken  up.  The  far-famed  city  of  Carlotta,  laid  out  by  the  former;  and 
consistiug  of  a  house,  a  barn,  and  a  stable,  has  been  destroyed.  The  fields  of  coffee,  by  means 
of  which  Judge  Perkins,  of  LouisiaDa,  expected  to  retrieve  his  lost  fortunes,  have  been  ravaged ; 
the  pineapple  plants,  out  of  which  General  Price  was  to  distil  a  most  delicious  fourth-proof 
brandy,  have  been  uprooted  and  trampled  upon  by  the  hoofs  of  the  guerrilleros*  mustangs ;  the 
palm-roofed  shanties,  under  the  shelter  of  which  about  one  hundred  southern  emigrants  have 
sought  a  refuge,  have  been  bamed  to  the  ground,  and  their  inmates,  homeless  and  penniless, 
compelled  to  ny  to  the  city  of  Cordova  for  protection,  are  now  seriously  contemplating  the  aban- 
donment of  Mexico  forever,  and  the  going  back  to  the  United  States. 

The  history  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  Cordova  colony  is  short  but  suggestive.    In  the 
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•  mouth  of  Janoaiy  laefe  several  confederate  settlers  had  entered  into  an  agreement  with  a 
nomb^  of  Indians,  or  peons,  for  a  certain  stated  amount  of  labor,  which  the  latter  were 
boond  to  perform.  It  seems,  however,  that  after  three  months  the  Indians,  becoming  dis- 
gusted with  their  bargain,  if  not  with  their  employers,  refused  to  work  any  longer.  This,  of 
course,  was  most  injtuious  to  the  interests  of  tne  confederate  planters.  As  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  find  laborers  anywhere  else,  the  withdrawal  of  their  field  hands  destroyed  all 
hopes  of  a  crop,  and  virtually  placed  them  in  a  worse  condition  than  they  occupied  at  the 
outseL  In  this  predicament  they  decided  that  the  only  way  to  save  themselves  from  utter 
ruin  was  to  compel  these  Indian  laborers  to  fulfil  their  contracts,  and  to  use  violence  in  case 
of  resistance.  They  went  to  a  hamlet  a  few  miles  from  Carlotta  city,  and  there  tried  to  per- 
suade the  Indians  to  come  back  to  the  field  and  resume  their  labors.  But  their  effoi*ts  were 
of  no  avail ;  the  Indians  obstinately  declined  going.  Thereupon  the  confederates  seized  the 
Indians,  tied  their  hands  with  ropes,  and  driving  them  like  a  herd  of  cattle  back  to  their 
fields,  forced  them  by  threats  and  blows  to  fulfil  their  contracts. 

The  liberals,  who  were  encamped  all  around  Cordova,  at  a  distance  of  three  to  five  miles, 
were  do  sooner  apprised  of  this  tact  than  they  met,  to  the  number  of  about  a  thousand,  and 
decided  to  revenge  with  fire  and  sword  the  insult  upon  their  countrymen.  They  came  by 
night  upon  the  city  of  Carlotta  and  the  farms  surrounding  it,  enterea  the  houses  of  the  set- 
tles, whom  they  surprised,  carried  twenty-eiglit  of  them  away  as  hostages,  dispersed  the 
rest,  burned  several  houses  and  shanties,  and  robbed  all  they  could  rob.  The  liberals  spared, 
however,  the  homes  of  General  Pnce,  Judge  Harris,  Perkins,  and  others,  who  had  shown 
themselves  opposed  to  all  violence  against  the  natives  of  the  country.  These  gentlemen,  I 
understand,  are  actually  at  Cordova  with  their  families,  under  protection  of  the  military 
aathorities ;  they  have  abandoned  all  notion  of  settling  in  Mexico  and  are  making  prepara- 
tions for  returning  to  the  United  States. 

This  retaliation  of  the  Mexican  liberals  upon  the  confederates  occurred  at  about  eighteen 
■iles  from  Cordova,  a  city  having  an  imperial  garrison  and  serving  as  a  depot  to  the  railroad 
company.  If  the  liberals  have  such  power  in  a  place  which  is  under  the  entire  control  of 
the  military,  I  leave  you  to  imagine  what  their  influence  must  be  in  the  frontier  States,  re- 
mote from  all  imperialist  protection,  and  where  Maximilian's  means  of  action  are  essentially 
liiDited.  Nor  am  I  astonisned  to  learn  of  the  horrible  condition  of  those  States,  and  particularly 
of  Sonera,  Michoacan,  Coahuila,  and  others,  now  the  theatre  of  the  most  savage  and  heart- 
rending cruelties. 

THE  CONFEDERATE  COLONY  AT  CORDOVA. 

[From  the  Mexican  Times,  June  16.] 

The  oolonj  at  Cordova  has  suffered  a  -serious  interruption  at  the  hands  of  liberals  or  rob- 
hers,  it  is  not  known  which,  but  his  excellency  Marshal  Bazaine  has  given  such  orders  as 
wiU,  it  is  believed,  secure  the  settlers  in  future  against  similar  attacks.  We  are  glad  to  learn 
that  the  colonists  themselves  have  also  formed  an  organization  for  self-defence,  and  while, 
from  the  limited  number  who  are  thus  organized,  the  protection  afforded  will  not  be  as  per- 
fect as  coald  be  wished,  yet,  with  the  assistance  of  the  military,  it  is  thought  that  it  will  be 
eflkctive  for  the  future. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  from  those  of  our  countrymen  who  have  lately  had  business  to  trans- 
ict  with  his  excellency  Sr.  Somera,  minister  of  fomento,  in  relation  to  immigration,  that 
there  is  as  moch  activity  in  the  acquisition  and  surveys  of  lands  for  colonization  as  has  ever 
been  known  on  the  part  of  the  government ;  that  the  policy  of  encouraging;  immigration  is 
earnestly  adhered  to,  and  that  many  and  very  desirable  lands  have  recently  been  obtained  for 
that  purpose.  Messrs.  Robert  Laurence,  Hardeman,  and  McCausland  have  been  employed  to 
Bake  extensive  surveys,  and  aheady  there  are  several  efficient  parties  in  the  field  engaged  in 
^  operation. 


No.  11. 
[From  the  Missouri  Republican.] 

Cordova,  Mexico,  Saturday,  December  16,  1S65. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Tour  kind  and  much  esteemed  favor  of  the  19th  ultimo  was  handed  me  a 
few  days  since,  and  I  now  proceed  to  answer  it,  in  camp  and  without  shelter,  but  upon  my 
^  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  near  the  town  of  Cordova  and  the  railroad  leading  from 
^«*  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  lands  in  this  vicinity  are  not  surpassed  by  any  of  the 
'/^^•ImwIs  in  fertility  of  soil  and  in  the  finest  climate  I  ever  saw,  the  thermometer  never  above 
y«nety  de^prees  or  below  seventy,  and  in  full  view  of  mountains  covered  with  perpetual  snow. 
I  am  (gratified  to  be  able  to  say  that  as  soon  as  the  survey  was  completed  the  thirty  confed- 
wates  now  here  unanimously  tendered  me  the  choice  of  sections.  I  think  I  have  made  a** 
JQdidoas  selecdon.  1  have  donated  to  the  colonists  twenty-four  acres  for  a  town  site  on  a 
"»Mnig  stream  of  water  and  by  a  large  spring  of  excellent  watef.    We  havekid  off  tLe 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


216  DIPLOMATIC   CORB]tfSPONDENCE. 

ffTonnd  into  town  lots  and  named  it  Carlotta,  after  the  empress,  and  we  are  all  now  upon  oar  ' 
lots,  clearinj^  away  the  brush  to  erect  oar  houses.  I  wrote  my  family  to-day  tojoin  me  here 
as  soon  as  they  can  raise  the  means  to  do  so.  I  cannot  think  of  returning  to  the  States  and  be 
required  to  ask  pardon  for  the  action  I  took  in  the  struggle.  I  am  enti^ly  satisfied  with  the 
part  I  took.  I  would  do  the  same  again  under  similar  circumstances.  I  did  all  that  my 
talents  enabled  me  to  do  to  avert  the  calamity  of  war.  I  was  not  a  secessionist,  but  when 
the  struggle  came  I  did  not  hesitate  to  take  the  side  of  the  South. 

I  pray  God  that  my  fears  for  the  future  of  the  South  may  never  be  realized ;  but  when  the 
right  is  given  to  the  negro  to  bring  suit)  testify  before  courts,  and  vote  in  elections,  you  all  had 
better  be  in  Mexico. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the' stability  of  this  government ;  French  troops  are  arriving  evoty 
week,  and  the  marauding  bands  that  have  infested  the  country  for  ages  past  are  fiist  being 
exterminated ;  no  quarters  are  given. 

When  the  character  of  our  lands  is  well  understood,  immigration  will  be  a  fixed  fact  nnder 
any  circumstances,  and  the  finest  lands,  that  can  now  be  procured  at  low  rates,  will  command 
large  prices.  I  have  never  known  the  cultivation  of  lands  to  yield  such  large  profits.  My 
neighbor,  Mr.  Fink,  (a  man  of  science, )  cultivates  eig>hty  (80)  acres  in  cofiiee  wiUi  ten  hand^ 
and  sold  his  last  year's  crop  for  $16,000.  His  coffee-field,  shaded  with  every  variety  of  fruit 
trees,  in  full  bearing,  and  the  walks  Mnged  with  the  pineapple,  is  the  most  beautiful  sight  I 
have  ever  seen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  friend,  truly, 

STERLING  PRICE, 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr,  Sevmrd, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  Augtist  6, 1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  jou,  for  the  information  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  the  supplement  to  No.  19  of  the 
official  paper  of  the  Mexican  government,  published  in  Ohihuahua  the  20th  of 
June  last,  containing  a  circular  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign 
relations  of  the  republic,  dated  the  17th  of  that  month,  communicating  the  in- 
telligence that  the  constitutional  President  of  the  republic  left  the  town  of  Paso 
del  Norte  on  the  10th,  with  his  cabinet,  and  anived  in  Ohihuahua  on  the  17th, 
where  he  was  received  by  the  inhabitants  with  demonstrations  of  the  most  sin- 
cere enthusiasm.  The  chief  magistrate  also  met  the  same  welcome  in  all  the 
towns  on  the  way. 

I  also  enclose  a  note  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  addressed  to  me  on  the  18th 
of  June,  and  containing  a  copy  of  the  circular. 

It  is  seen  from  the  above  circular  that  the  State  of  Chihuahua  is  entirely  free 
from  the  presence  of  the  French  invaders  ;  and  in  it  the  assurances  are  renewed 
that  the  President  will  continue  his  efforts,  as  he  has  hitherto  done,  to  comply 
with  his  duty  in  supporting  the  cause  of  independence  and  the  institutions  of 
the  republic,  until  it  shall  have  attained  a  complete  success. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  as- 
surances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


No.  1. 

[Translation.] 

No.  271.]  Department  op  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 

Chihuahua,  June  18,  1666. 
I  send  you  for  your  information  copies  of  the  circular  I  have  addressed  to  the  State  govern- 
ors, informing  them  that  the  President  arrived  in  this  city  yesterday,  where  he  returns  to 
fix  the  seat  of  the  national  government  for  the  time  heing. 
I  protest  to  you  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  C^ r\r^n\ 
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No.  2. 

[TranslatioD^] 

Department  op  State, 

Ckikuahuar  Tuesday,  July  17,  1866. 

Tbe  citizen  President  of  tbe  republic  left  El  Pasa  on  the  10th  instant,  and  arrived  to-day 
in  this  dtj,  where  he  comes  to  establish  for  the  present  the  residence  of  tbe  national  p^ovem- 
ment.  As  the  State  is  now  free  from  the  invadinfip  foreign  and  traitor  forces,  the  citizens  of 
Chihuahua,  always  moved  by  their  patriotism,  nave  taken  still  more  pains  than  even  on 
fonner  occasions  to  make  the  greatest  and  most  enthusiastic  demonstration  of  their  respect 
amd  regard  for  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation.  When,  on  other  occasions,  this  depart- 
ment has  announced  the  chauge  of  residence  of  the  national  government,  caused  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  war,  it  has  been  stated,  and  it  is,  therefore,  unDocessary  to  repeat  it  now, 
that  wherever  the  President  may  be,  and  under  any  circumstances,  he  will  always  endeavor, 
as  he  has  done  heretofore,  to  fulfil  his  duties  iu  sustaining  tbe  cause  of  independence  and 
tbe  mstitutions  of  the  republic,  until  that  cause  succeeds  finally,  through  tne  patriotism, 
courage,  and  constancy  of  the  Mexican  people. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

The  Citizen  CtOternor. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Senor  Romero, 

Department  OF  State, 

WasMngtony  August  8,  IS6S. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  commanication  of  the  30th  of  March  last,  in  which 
yon  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  a  letter  received  by  you 
from  Colonel  Enrique  A.  Mejia,  requesting,  in  the  name  of  General  Escobedo, 
commanding  the  army  of  the  north,  a  retunr  of  certain  arms,  munitions,  and  artil- 
lery alleged  to  belong  to  the  republican  government  of  Mexico,  taken  into  the 
possession  of  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  to  your  request 
to  have  the  matter  investigated,  and  to  your  communication  of  the  same  date 
desiring  a  similar  investigation  of  the  alleged  taking  by  the  military  authorities 
of  thp  United  States  of  certain  goods  said  to  belong  to  the  republic  of  Mexico, 
I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  fact,  as  gathered  from  official  reports 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  department  of  the  gulf  to  the  War  Department, 
and  the  conclusions  to  which  this  department  has  arrived,  after  a  due  examina- 
tion of  the  same. 

The  capture  of  Bagdad,  far  from  being  a  legitimate  operation  of  a  hellFgerent 
power,  or  in  the  interest  of  a  belligerent  power,  is  stated  to  have  been  simply  a 
buccaneering  scheme*  set  on  foot  by  four  designing  persons  at  Olarksville,  Texas, 
taking  to  their  aid  some  cohered  soldiers  of  the  united  States  service,  without 
either  the  permission  or  sanction  at  the  officers  of  their  command.  The  sole 
object  of  the  expedition  seems  to  have  been  the  pillaging  of  the  town,  as  was 
evinced  by  the  action  of  the  parties  conducting  it  Immediately  after  the  cap- 
tore,  the  plunder  was  transferred  to  the  Texas  side  of  the  river,  the  town  re- 
mainhig  in  charge  of  one  Crawford,  without,  as  it  is  reported,  any  troops  under 
his  command.  The  arms,  munitions,  and  artillery  captured  in  this*  expedition 
becoming  unsafe  in  the  absence  of  any  troops  to  hold  the  town,  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Texas  side  of  the  river  and  the  town  was  abandoned.  Thereupon 
they  were  taken  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States  and  subse- 
quently restored  to  the  original  owners. 

.  As  regards  the  goods  which  you  state  to  have  heen  sequestrated  by  the  mili- 
tary anthorities  of  Clai'ksville,  your  informants  seem  to  have  been  in  error  as  to 
the  troe  nature  of  the  affair.  The  goods  were  seized  by  the  custom-honse  offi- 
cers of  Olarksville  for  a  violation  of  the  revenue  laws.  The  title  to  them  was 
litigated  in  a  civil  court  between  the  original  owners,  Messrs.  Droege,  Oetling 
&  Co.,  and  the  officers  of  the  Mexican  republic  who  brought  them  into  port,  and 
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tfaey  were  adjudged  to  the  fonner.  Under  these  circamstaiieeB  the  execadre 
government  of  the  United  States  conld  not  change  the  decision  of  one  of  the 
legally  constituted  courts  of  the  country,  hut  must  refer  any  further  claim  to  the 
goods  to  the  proper  course  of  justice,  which,  in  this  case,  would  he  an  appeal 
from  the  judgment  of  the  court. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  you  my  expressions  of  the 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Selior  Don  M.  Bombro,  4^^.,  Sfc.,  ^. 


Setlor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Washington,  August  9,  1866. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  an  extract  from  the  New  York 
World  of  yesterday,  containing  the  letter  on  Mexico  to  which  I  alluded  in  my- 
interview  with  you  this  morning. 

Although  the  letter  is  dated  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  there  is  no  douht  it  was 
written  in  New  York  hy  agents  of  the  usurper  Maximilian,  for  the  reason  that 
it  is  dated  the  20th  of  July,  and  the  last  Mexican  dates  received  in  New  York 
only  come  up  to  the  10th  of  July,  and  because  it  contains  facts  that  could  not 
be  known  by  a  mere  newspaper  correspondent  in  Mexico,  and  only  by  persons 
who  have  the  usurper's  confidence  and  possess  his  secfets.  As  a  proof  of  this, 
is  the  mention  of  the  return  of  the  German  priest,  Fischer,  to  Mexico.  It  is 
not  long  since  he  was  in  this  city,  on  his  return  from  Rome,  where  he  went  in 
the  usurper's  name,  as  you  know,  to  conclude  a  concordat  with  the  Pope. 

I  mention  this  to  show  that  the  writer  of  the  letter  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  usurper's  plans  and  secrets,  and  therefore  some  regard  is  to  be  had  for  what 
he  says  about  the  relations  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  with  his  Mexican 
agent,  about  the  Emperor's  indisposal  to  withdraw  his  forces  from  that  republic, 
and  about  the  object  of  his  wife's  visit  to  Europe. 

As  a  general  rule  I  do  not  attach  more  importance  to  newspaper  articles  than 
you  do,  particularly  when  no  details  are  given :  but  the  particular  circumstances 
of  this  case  induce  me  to  call  your  attention  to  it  this  morning,  for  which  reason 
I  enclose  the  extract  to  you. 

Your  very  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


[Taken  from  the  New  York  World,  Augoat  8, 186G.  ] 

[From  our  own  correspondent.] 

Cmr  OF  Mrxioo,  Jtdf  SM). 
ObjtcU  of  Carlotta^s  visit  to  Europe. — ^The  departure  of  the  empress  Carlotta  for  Europe 
although  at  first  it  created  considerable  excitement  in  Mexico,  has  gradaally  come  to  asstune 
its  proper  place  in  its  true  li^ht,  which  is  an  effort  on  the  part  of  Maximilian  to  come  to  t 
definite  understanding  with  Napoleon  as  to  his  Mexican  relations.  In  fact,  the  policy  of  the 
French  Emperor  has  been  anything  but  satisfactory  of  late.  Napoleon  seems  to  delight  in 
ambiguous  and  mysterious  complications,  which,  however  they  may  act  upon  the  outade 
world,  are  not  particularly  edifying  to  those  whose  destinies  hang  somewhat  on  his  dictum. 
Maximilian,  as  I  have  repeatedly  said  in  my  letters,  is  quite  willing  that  the  French  troops 
shall  leave,  but  he  must  know  when  their  removal  is  to  be  effected.  Plans  of  the  most  con- 
tradictory kind,  it  would  seem,  are  continually  being  adopted  at  the  Tuileries.  Official  in- 
formation arrives  by  one  packet  that  a  definite  contract  has  been  effected  with  the  French 
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TransaUAutio  Steamship  Companj  for  the  traDsportation  next  fall  of  the  whole  French  army 
of  occnpatioD.  But,  in  the  face  of  this,  additional  troops  are  constantly  arriving.  Immetliatelj 
after  the  rather  urj^ent  correspondence  which  took  place  last  winter  between  Seward  and 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  the  work  or  concentration  was  commenced.  Most  of  the  imperial  troops, 
winch  the  winter  before  had  been  marched  with  such  expense  and  trouble  into  northern 
Mexico,  were  withdrawn  from  Sonora  and  Chihuahua  into  the  table-lands  of  Anahuac,  osten- 
siblj  with  the  object  of  concentrating  them  around  Mexico  for  a  more  easy  embarcation  at 
Ten  Cniz.  The  ports  of  Acapulco,  Uuaymas,  and  Mazatlan  were  consequently  left  meagrely 
guarded  by  Franco-Mexican  garrisons,  and  all  the  adjacent  interior  towns  were  abaudonea. 
The  predictions  then  made  by  the  able  General  Gamier,  who  commanded  the  imperial  troops 
in  that  direction,  have  been  more  than  verified.  Mazatlan  and  Guaymas  are  both  isolated 
bom  the  interior ;  Tepic  is  threatened,  and  the  work  of  two  years  abandoned. 

Napaleon^s  Mexican  policy. — It  appears  now,  however,  that  this  policy,  although  showing 
on  ita  surface  the  appearance  of  a  retreat,  had  deeper  foundations.  Napoleon,  upon  examin- 
mg  the  situation  in  Mexico,  became  convinced  that  his  true  course  was  to  keep  two  things 
coostantly  in  view :  first  to  gain  time,  and  by  an  appearance  of  removing  his  troops,  await 
lome  favorable  turn  of  events  in  the  United  States  which  would  distract  attention  from 
Mexico  for  more  pressing  affairs  at  home;  and  secondly,  that  no  number  of  troops  that  the 
French  nation  would  long  submit  to  his  maintaining  in  Mexico  could  possibly  occupy  so 
immense  a  space  of^territory,  and  that  concentration  would  not  only  look  like  the  prelimi- 
naij  steps  towards  evacuation,  but  would  enable  him  to  act  more  effectively  where  his  troops 
are  needed. 

Mexican  wealth  and  population. — Now  an  examination  of  the  map  of  Mexico  shows  that 
arast  niajority  of  the  population  and  wealth  of  Mexico  is  contained  in  the  central  States,  in 
the  heart  of  which  their  capital  is  situated.  The  cities  and  large  towns,  with  a  very  few 
exceptions,  are  found  along  the  elevated  table-lands  or  plateaux  of  the  Mexican  cordillera, 
koown  88  the  plains  of  Anahuac.  Probably  six  ^ut  of  the  eight  millions  of  the  Mexican 
people  inhabit  these  regions,  famous  alike  for  their  salubrity  and  productiveness.  It  is  there- 
fore the  possession  of  these  districts  that  constitutes  an  actual  domination  in  Mexico.  Marshal 
Bazaine  forcibly  demonstrated  these  facts  to  the  French  government  three  years  ago,  but  the 
»lea  then  was  to  get  possession  of  the  rich  gold  and  silver  mines  of  Chihuahua.  Sinaloa,  and 
Stmon,  and,  by  encouraging  southern  immigration,  make  them  eventually  pay  the  expense 
of  the  intervention: 

Cneentration  of  the  French  army, — This  .policy  has  been  abandoned,  and  the  less  expen 
»ye  hot  more  reasonable  one  of  occupying  a  smaller  but  more  valuable  space  adopted.  The 
withdrawal,  therefore,  of  the  French  and  Austrian  troops  into  Central  Mexico,  while  it  will 
Ij  no  means  permanently  endanger  the  seaports  of  the  Facific  coast,  will  lessen  the  expense, 
w  well  as  consolidate  the  power  of  the  imperial  government.  Thus,  after  a  rather  vacilla- 
ting policy  caused  by  the  contradictory  reports  from  Mexico,  this  course  has  been  decided 
upon.  The  troops  have  been  concentrateu  within  a  few  days*  call  of  each  other,  and,  to  all 
appearances,  with  a  view  to  their  speedy  embarcation  next  fall ;  and  yet,  in  my  opinion, 
nothing  is  further  from  the  intentions  of  the  Emperor  than  an  abandonment  of  his  Mexican 
enterprise ;  and  that  the  emperor  Maximilian  has  the  same  idea  is  evident  from  his  every 
»ct,U)rthe  "Sphinx  of  the  Tuileries"  appears  to  have  preserved  an  imperturbable  reserve 
with  Maximilian,  as  well  as  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  as  to  his  ultimate  views  in  Mexico. 

V^  the  troops  be  removed  ? — ^It  is  precisely  at  this  point  that  the  situation  becomes  compli- 
cated and  inexplicable.  Napoleon  promises,  in  an  ambiguous  mapner,  to  withdraw  ma 
troops;  but  at  the  same  time  they  are  concentrated  so  as  to  present  a  more  formidable  front 
ti»Mi  ever.  It  is  officially  announced  that  the  embarcation  will  speedily  take  place ;  but 
fy&j  steamer  from  France  brings  additional  full  regiments  to  take  the  place  of  the  scatter- 
ing detachments  returning  to  France  by  expiration  of  term  of  service.  Mail  steamers  and 
war  steamers  are  announced  to  be  en  route  for  Mexico  to  bring  away  the  entire  army ;  but 
tt" foreign  legions"  arrive  to  take  service  with  Maximilian,  both  from  France  and  Grer- 
fBsnj,  the  available  forces  of  the  active  young  emperor  are  continually  augmenting ;  for  an 
^efinite  number  of  immigrants  with  the  above  title  may  enter  the  country,  and  the  United 
States  cannot  even  expostulate  or  get  up  any  virtuous  indignation.  During  the  war  of  the 
rehellion  the  American  government  swelled  its  ranks  by  tens  of  thousands  by  foreign  immi- 
S^antg,  and  DO  government  presumed  to  question  its  perfect  right  so  to  do. 

Jfcziaii/t4i8  demands  an  explanation, — How,  then,  are  we  to  reconcile  these  facts  with  the 
popular  idea  that  Maximilian  is  to  bo  abandoned  by  his  European  friends?  Maximilian  is 
tn  the  dark  as  to  Napoleon's  intentions,  if  one  may  judge  from  appearances.  Indeed,  it  is 
iwi  certain  that  the  French  Emperor  himself  has  any  definite  plan  of  action,  beyond  a  gen- 
*»il  fixed  idea  of  clinging  to  his  Mexican  enterprise  with  his  characteristic  tenacity  of  pur- 
^m.  Carlotta*3  visit  to  Europe,  as  I  have  said  above,  is  for  the  purpose  of  having  an 
^fvdtsement  of  these  knotty  questions.  Verbal  explanations  are  always  jpreferable  to 
wntten  ones,  which  as  often  complicate  as  unravel  political  entanglements.  The  empress, 
who  is  one  of  the  most  accomplished  ladies  of  Europe,  having  been  bi  ought  up  under  the 
pe  (rf"  (he  Nestor  of  kings,  will  solve  the  riddle  concealed  within  the  brain  of  Napoleon,  if 
human  mgenuity  can  accomplish  it.  As  it  stands  now  the  question  is  "  very  mixea,"  to  use 
i  newly  coined  phrase,  but  of  one  thing  your  readers  may  rest  assured,  and  that  is,  whether 
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Napoleon  deserts  or  continues  to  sustain  the  Mexican  empire,  Maximilian  will  remain  bers 
and  be  supported  by  the  Mexican  people.  What  he  wants  is  to  know,  beyond  peiadTentnre, 
his  standing  with  France.  He  will  not  occupy  the  position  of  a  puppet  in  the  hands  of  Na- 
poleon. The  Mexican  affair  may  be  a  very  prolific  one  for  the  French  Emperor  to  manage, 
as  political  circumstances  may  suggest,  for  his  own  glory,  but  Maximilian  has  much  lomer 
views  tiian  mere  personal  considerations.  Whatever  he  undertakes  he  never  abandoi^ 
Difficulties  only  nerve  him  to  greater  exertions.  To  leave  Mexico  is  the  last  idea  to  enter 
into  his  calculations  for  the  future.  * 

Affairs  at  Tamvico, — In  my  last  I  pictnred  the  condition  of  affairs  by  the  latest  acconnts 
at  l^ampico,  which,  owing  to  an  ill-judged  security  on  the  part  of  the  imperial  government, 
had  been  left  to  be  defended  by  its  citizens  against  the  liberals,  who  had  cut  off  its  supplies 
from  the  interior.  The  long  expected  aid  has  arrived,  and  the  city,  which  I  observe  hj 
American  newspapers  was  about  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  its  assailants,  has  been  relieved. 
The  inhabitants,  who  had  stood  quite  a  long  siege,  sallied  out,  and,  joining  the  relieving 
forces,  drove  the  liberals  into  the  mountains,  capturing  a  large  number  and  wounding  and 
killing  many.  Tampico  may  now  be  considered  as  safe.  There  have  been  several  smart 
actions  lately,  in  which  the  imperialists  were  victorious,  as  they  generally  are  when  the 
numbers  are  anything  like  equal. 

Matamoras  and  its  capture, — It  cannot  be  denied  by  the  government  that  the  fall  of  Mata- 
moras  has  produced  a  profound  effect  on  all  sides ;  not  that  the  possession  or  loss  of  such  a 
town  in  itself  could  be  of  such  surpassing  importance,  but  because  its  loss  involves  serioas 
consequences,  which  caU  for  an  energetic.movement  by  the  government  for  its  recovery.  To 
possess  Matamoras  places  the  whole  line  of  the  Rio  Qrande  indisputably  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  gives  tnem  a  point  from  which  to  operate  with  more  securil^  with  disaffected 
persons  who  nave  located  in  Texas.  The  Ere  Nouvelle,  an  influential  French  paper  pab- 
lished  here,  says  that  the  blow  is  the  more  severe  from  its  being  unexpected.    **  It  was  snp- 

Sosed,"  says  this  ionmal,  **-that  the  campaign  commenced  b^  General  Jeanningroe,  the  doable 
efeat  sustained  by  Cortinas  at  the  hands  of  Olivera,  the  increasing  dlscora  in  the  Juarist 
camp,  and,  finally,  the  proximity  of  the  French  troops  in  Nuevo  Leon  and  at  Saltillo,  were 
sufficient  g^rantees,  if  not  for  a  complete  pacification,  at  least  against  any  immediate 
danger  of  a  disaster." 

Bazaine  en  route  to  recapture  it, — ^This,  however,  is  the  only  disaster  .the  imperial  troops 
have  sustained  on  this  side  of  the  continent,  and  it  will  soon  be  remedied.  Marshal  Bazaine 
has  reached  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  will  soon  have  effected  a  junction  with  the  Franco-Mexicaa 
forces  at  Monterey  and  Saltillo,  whence  a  regular  movement  will  be  made  upon  Matamoru 
for  its  recapture.  In  fact,  I  can  state  with  certainty  that  this  policy  has  been  decided  upon, 
and  it  cannot  be  long  before  you  will  hear  music  from  that  vicinity.  Matamoras  has  been 
continually  in  a  ferment  since  the  French  occupation,  passing  from  hand  to  hand,  and  ac- 
quainted with  sieges,  battles,  and  assaults.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  such  an  im- 
portant defeat  should  be  recovered.    In  fact,  the  situation  demands  it. 

The  imperial  cabinet, — It  is  not  yet  decided  who  is  to  take  the  place  of  Senor  Castillo,  the 
minister  of  foreign  relations,  who  has  accompanied  the  empress  to  Europe.  He  is  a  yoong 
man  of  first-class  attainments,  cautious  and  reliable  beyond  most  of  the  talented  characten 
who  have  gathered  around  the  emperor.  His  health  has  lately  suffered  much  bv  over* 
application  to  the  duties  of  two  departments,  those  of  foreign  affairs  and  finance.  The  em- 
peror seems  to  be  gradually  ridding  himself  of  his  native  Mexican  advisers.  Ramirec,  who 
nas  always  been  a  sort  of  marplot  to  the  success  of  Maximilian,  was  particularly  courted  as 
a  representative  of  the  liberal  party,  and  his  nominal  adhesion  to  the  empire  was  considered 
as  a  great  point  gained.  He  was  appointed  minister  of  state,  and  figured  quite  largely  at 
state  balls  and  cabinet  councils ;  but,  like  most  Mexicans,  was  far  behind  the  times,  and 
lacked  the  nerve  to  face  the  critical  issues  of  the  country.  Maximilian  decorated  and  dis- 
missed him,  and,  as  fast  as  circumstances  will  permit,  will  rid  himself  of  the  others  in  the 
same  way.  Lacunza  and  Castillo  are  both  of  Spanish  blood,  but  were  educated  and  brought 
UD  abroad,  and  have  thus  been  purged  of  their  inherent  opposition  to  progressive  id^ 
Eloin,  his  chief  of  cabinet,  is  now  in  Europe.  His  council  of  state  is  necessArilv  Mexican, 
but  they  do  little  more  than  wrangle  over  the  questions  submitted  to  them,  and  in  all  im- 
portant issues  the  emperor  listens  to  the  opinions  of  all,  and  then  adopts  his  own. 

Settlement  of  the  church  imbroglio. — ^The  question  of  the  church  has  been  finally  settled  at 
Rome  by  the  emperor's  special  envoy,  **radre'*  Fischer,  a  distinguished  C^erman  prelate, 
who  is  now  believed  to  be  e»  route  to  Mexico.  This  has  been  the  most  difficult  matter  to 
arrange  of  all  the  delicate  issues  in  this  Mexican  complication ;  but,  as  in  all  cases  of  the 
kind,  Maximilian  has  boldly  faced  it,  and  succeeded  in  satisfying  all  parties.  He  is  a  good 
Catholic  prince,  and  so  recognized  by  the  Pope,  who  now  cliugs  to  every  vestige  of  his  tem- 
poral autnority  with  redoubled  tenacity,  and  has  never  had  the  slightest  idea  of  excommuni- 
cating such  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  real  interests  of  the  churcn,  although  at  one  time  it 
was  rumored  that  he  had  been  put  outside  the  ** awful  circle,"  owing  to  his  bold  measures 
regarding  the  church  and  liberal  imbrogUo  in  this  country. 

Affairs  at  the  capital. — While  Louis  Napoleon  is  watching  the  political  horizon,  and  placing 
himself  in  a  position  to  trim  his  sails  to  suit  the  Monroe-doctrine  gale  from  the  United  States, 
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UuDmilian  is  mmking  his  arrangements  for  a  life-lease  in  Mexico  with  the  ntmost  nnconcem 
83  to  anj  outside  movements.  He  has  bought  the  old  palace  of  Cortes  at  Cuernavaca,  and 
will  repair  it  for  his  fntore  country  residence.  He  is  making  important  changes  in  the  im- 
perial palace  in  Uiis  city ;  he  is  improving  the  capital  in  a  hundred  different  wavs ;  building 
raihroads,  and  opening  roads  into  the  interior ;  planting  avenues  of  trees  ;  publishing  codes 
of  laws ;  estabhsning  steamship  and  telegraph  lines,  (and,  by  the  way,  regularly  paymg  the 
mbtidies  granted  to  Uiem;)  raising  and  equipping  an  efficient  native  Mexican  armv ;  collect- 
log  a  revenue  under  Langlais^s  new  system ;  visiting  benevolent  institutions ;  endowing  col- 
kgfii,  and  arranging  for  Affairs  twenty  years  in  advance,  as  if  the  country  were  in  profound 
peace.  This  oertainly  does  not  look  much  like  verifying  the  New  York  Herald's  periodical 
paroxysm  of  '*  packing  his  baggage**  for  a  flight  within  thirty  days  from  Mexico,  which  for 
two  years  has  oeen  predicted  with  such  stereotyped  certainty  that  each  leader  in  that  valuable 
iouroal  on  Mexican  affieiirs  is  only  a  repetition  or  the  last.  If  a  liberal  use  of  ink  could  in- 
daee  Maximilian  to  quit  Mexico,  he  ought  to  have  fled  from  its  shores  many  months  ago ; 
but  here  he  still  remains,  as  secure  in  his  imperial  position  as  ever,  and  it  might  be  well  for 
tlie  several  candillos  who  are  wrangling  at  Washington  as  to  which  shall  succeed  him,  to 
lanember  the  old  cooking  recipe  about  first  catching  your  fish,  &.c,  &>c. 

VIAJERO. 


Se^or  de  Santa  Anna  to  Mr.  Seward. 

New  York,  August  10,  1866. 

Bbar  Sir  :  The  political  crisis  in  Mexico  has  arrived  at  a  climax,  and  I  can 
no  longer  remain  inactive,  and  not  endeavor  to  contribute  towards  the  salvation 
of  mj  country. 

While  Juarez,  Ort^a,  and  the  chiefs  of  various  bands  are  disputing  among 
themselves  the  right  to  govern,  my  unfortunate  country  is  rapidly  declining,  and 
from  advices  lately  received,  it  is  certain  that  Maximilian  is  contemplating  leav- 
iog  Mexico,  in  which  event  the  country  will  most  assuredly  be  plunged  into  an- 
uthy  more  terrible  than  has  yet  been  experienced. 

From  this  destiny  I  wish  to  save  my  country,  and  assist  in  the  expulsion  of 
tbe  last  foreign  bayonet ;  and  more  than  all,  I  am  desirous  of  securing  to  Mexico 
peace,  and  to  protect  my  countrymen  as  well  as  foreigners,  and  give  them  an 
opporUmity  to  select  the  man  by  whom  they  wish  to  be  governed. 

Totir  excellency,  while  at  St.  Thomas,  encouraged  me  in  my  enterprise,  and 
I  again  repeat  that  the  moment  has  arrived  when  it  is  necessary  to  act,  and  all 
I  now  require  is  your  support.  To  this  end  I  have  charged  Mr.  J.  N.  Lake,  of 
tliis  city,  to  hand  you  this  letter,  he  being  a  confidential  medium  through  whom 
to  convey  my  ideas  to  you,  and  give  you  all  necessary  explanations,  and  who 
^  have  full  power  and  authority  from  me,  duly  executed,  to  negotiate  and 
tnneact  any  and  all  business  relative  to  this  matter. 

Upon  your  assistance  I  rely  in  this  undertaking,  when  the  interests  of  a  sister 
TCpoblic  are  at  stake,  and  when  the  time  has  arrived  to  strike  the  decisive  blow 
&r  the  expulsion  of  foreign  intruders  and  the  tyrannical  domination  of  France. 

Should  we  now  succeed  in  our  endeavors,  and  once  more  see  Mexico  free  and 
ny  countrymen  reinstate  me  in  the  highest  position  within  their  gift,  it  would 
airord  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  reciprocate  all  your  kindness,  and  show  my 
gnititade  to  your  government  with  a  liberal  hand. 

Should  your  excellency  desire  a  personal  interview  with  me,  I  shall  be  wil- 
liDf  to  undertake  the  journey,  preserving,  of  course,  all  possible  privacy  during 
^same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  DE  STA.  ANNA. 

Hii  Excellency  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Tranalation  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington^  August  12, 1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  Gontinaing  my  commnnications  to  the  goveminent  of  tlte 
United  States  of  the  chief  occurrences  in  the  Mexican  repnblic  at  thi§  critical 
period  of  its  political  existence,  I  send  you  to-day  the  enclosed  indexed  docu- 
ments relating  to  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna's  offer  of  hia  services  to 
the  Mexican  government,  and  the  determination  of  my  government  not  to  accept 
them,  as  of  no  interest  to  the  cause,  and  for  other  reasons,  given  at  large  in  Mr. 
Lerdo  de  Tejada's  note,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  ^No.  8,)  and  to  which  I 
alluded  in  my  interview  with  you  at  the  Department  oi  State  on  Thursday  last, 
the  9th  instant. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,*^.,  8fc.,  ^. 


index  rf  documents  sent  hy  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  note  of  this  date^  in  relation  to  Don  Antonio  Lopet  de  Santa  Anna's 
offer  of  services  to  the  Mexican  government. 


No. 


Date. 


Contents. 


1 

1866. 
May    15 

2 

Jane     5 

3 
4 

Jnne   20 
May    24 

5 

May    21 

6 

May    25 

7 

May    25 

6 

July     6 

9 

Aug.     6 

10 

July    12 

Protest  of  the  New  York  Mexican  Club  against  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de 
Ssnttt  Anna. 

Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna's  manifest  to  the  Mexican  people,  dated 
at  Elizabetbport,  New  Jersey. 

Reply  of  the  New  York  Mexican  Club  to  the  manifest. 

■Mr.  Romero  sends  a  copy  of  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna's  offer  of 
services  to  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada. 

Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  makes  a  formal  ofier  of  his  services  for 
the  Mexican  government  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Mr.  Romero  sends  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  a  copy  of  his  reply  to  Don  Antonio 
Lopez  de  Santa  Anna. 

Mr.  Romero  informs  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  that  his  ofifer  will 
be  sent  to  the  government  of  the  republic,  as  he  is  not  authorized  to 
decide  upon  it. 

Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  informs  Mr.  Romero  that  the  government  of  Mexico 
cannot  accept  the  services  of  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna. 

Mr.  Romero  informs  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  of  that  determina- 
tion. 

Decree  of  the  usurper  Maximilian  ordering  the  sequestration  of  Don  An- 
tonio Lopez  de  Santa  Anna's  property  in  Mexico. 


No.  1. 

Protest  of  the  Mexican  Clnb  of  New  York  against  D.  Antonio  L,  de  Santa  Anna, 

New  York,  May  16,  1866. 
Whereas,  on  account  of  the  arrival  of  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  in  Ae  United 
States,  rumors  have  prevailed  that  he  will  attempt  to  interfere  again  in  the  affairs  of  the  Mex- 
ican republic,  which  he  has  oppressed,  impoverished,  and  betrayed,  the  Mexican  Club  of 
New  York,  whose  members  are  republicans,  attached  to  the  independence  of  their  country, 
considering  that  the  aforesaid  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  has  been  the  most  obnox- 
ious man  to  Mexico,  the  source  of  her  evils  and  calamities,  the  promoter  of  disorder  and  an- 
archy, the  violator  of  every  law,  the  destroyer  of  freedom  the  oppressor  of  the  people,  ths 
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eorrupter  of  societj ;  consideriDg  that  to  all  these  titles,  whicb  render  him  odious  and  which 
created  against  his  tyranny  the  most  popular  revolution  recorded  in  the  anials  of  Mexico,  he 
adds  that  of  traitor  to  his  country — for,  in  1854,  while  holding*  the  dictatorship  he  usurped, 
be  committed  his  gr^test  offence,  in  the  betrayal  of  his  country  by  empowerins:  Don  Jos6 
GntierTez  Estrada  to  ask  in  his  behalf  from  the  European  nations  the  oatublishment  of  a 
monarchy  in  Mexico ;  considering  that  as  soon  as  this  crime  was  accomplished  by  the  aid  of 
French  intervention,  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  rejoicing  over  the  foul  deed  he  had 
ori^ated,  made  haste  to  tender  his  fealty  to  the  Archduke  Maximilian  of  Austria,  recog- 
niung  him  as  the  emperor  of  Mexico ;  and,  finally,  considering  that  if  he  afterward  issued 
manitestoes  against  the  empire,  they  do  not  obliterate  the  crime  which  be  perpetrated,  and  are 
bat  an  evidence  of  his  being  consistent  only  in  his  inconsistency,  and  of  his  having  not  re« 
eeived  from  the  invaders  the  reward  he  expected  from  his  treason  : 
Xhty  do  hereby  declare  and  protest — 

1st  That  they  see  in  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  the  most  odious  tyrant,  who  betrayed 
the  cause  of  native  independence,  and  abused  the  public  power. 

3d.  That  they  believe  that  his  name  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  stain  the  noble  cause 
which  the  Mexican  people  are  struggling  to  maintain,  and  to  endanger  the  consolidation  of 
liberal  institutions,  and  make  certain  the  impunity  of  every  traitor ;  that  the  Mexican  people 
caimot  trust  the  word  of  the  man  who  has  ever  abused  them,  and  that  were  they  to  see  him 
in  the  national  territory  they  would  claim  that,  in  satisfaction  to  law  and  justice,  he  should 
be  submitted  to  trial,  and  receive  exemplary  punishment,  as  guilty  of  high  treason. 

The  Mexican  Club  resolves  that  the  foregoing  declarations  be  published,  to  prevent  public 
opinion  firom  being  misguided,  and  the  candor  of  the  men  who  sympathize  with  the  cause  of 
Mexico  from  being  abused ;  and  they  entertain  the  warmest  conviction  that  the  republicans 
of  Mexico  shall  never  concur  in  the  irreparable  error  of  dishonoring  their  ranks  by  admitting 
UDong  them  the  man  who  was  always  the  foe  of  freedom,  and  who,  abmrfng  all  honor,  begged 
forMttuco  the  shameful  foreign  yoke  she  now  wears. 

FRANCISCO  ZARCO,  President. 
Juan  J.  Baz.  Jos6  Rivera  y  Rio. 

Francisco  Ibarra.  Pedro  de  Baranda. 

Pantaloon  Tovar.  Juan  A.  Zambrano. 

Jesns  Fuentes  Muniz.  Juan  M.  Zambrano. 

Francisco  Elorriaga.  Rafael  de  Zavas. 

And  thirty-four  other  names. 
CiPKiANO  Robert,  Secretary. 


No.  2.  % 

General  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  to  the  Mexican  people,  • 

From  time  to  time  nations  are  tried  by  Heaven  in  order  to  teach  them  that  they  should 
*alk  in  the  paths  of  reason,  and  to  awaken  in  them  noble  sentiments  of  justice  and  of  dutv, 
^  city  of  Nnma  reached  the  highest  point  in  the  scale  of  human  greatness  while  right 
reoiloed  her  guiding  star,  virtue  her  counsel,  and  union  the  shield  and  strength  of  her  sons  i 
bit  later,  when  those  saving  principles  had  become  forgotten,  the  mistress  of  the  universe 
t^scame  a  slave,  and  was  forced  to  learn  the  language  of  Attila  and  Alaric,  in  order  to  exe- 
cute the  orders  of  her  masters.  Such  is  the  destiny  of  those  nations  that  abuse  the  gifts  and 
■^^^^tages  with  which  Providence  favors  them.  History  is  full  of  great  but  sorrowful  ex- 
junpies  ^  this  (act.  A  sad  fate  has  fallen  upon  our  beloved  country.  The  silence  insj^ired 
bj  granny  and  the  despondency  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  succeeded  the  joyous  testi- 
▼tls  of  liberty.  The  most  energetic  and  expressive  words  lack  strength  and  meaning  to 
^ict  the  desolation  of  our  fields  and  the  mourning  that  fills  our  cities.  Yet  we  will  not 
^^*P«ir.  Mexico  has  within  herself  powerful  elements  to  enable  her  to  triumph  over  the  evil, 
ud  to  even  blot  oat  her  past  record  of  misfortune.  The  heroic  resistance  of  our  compatriots 
confinnt  this  hope;  and  we  should  not  forget  that  "a  people  fighting  for  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence is  invincible." 

On  casting  a  glance  over  the  blood-stained  plains  of  Mexico,  it  is  a  consoling  thought  that 
l^oor  misfurtones  have  been  useful  for  the  present  and  fruitful  in  lessons  &t  the  future. 
^^Me  misfortunes  have  developed  and  strengthened  the  national  sentiment ;  and  from  the 
■Mrt  ©f  the  nation's  rain  we  have  beg^un  to  build  up  a  new  and  a  moral  country,  under  the 
^""pBlse  of  our  common  participation  in  misfortune.  There  were  Mexicans,  it  is  true,  but  no 
'^^^ioiL  How  all  our  domestic  hatreds  have  been  concentrated  into  one  common  err  of  ven* 
^c*oc8  on  the  invaders  of  the  sacred  soil  lefl  to  us  by  our  fathers.  Tes,  the  nation  does  exist 
m  the  hearts  of  Mexicans,  and  great  are  the  lessons  which  we  have  gathered  from  the  field 
of  enror  and  experience  to  guide  us  in  forming  the  rule  of  our  future  conduct.  Though  hav- 
^  mliowed  different  routes,  we  meet  io  dav  at  the  same  point— tired,  it  is  true,  but  not  over- 
cm  bj  our  constant  fighting.'  Let  us  embrace  one  another  at  this  critical  moment  of  our 
***^"  0*.  let  OS  work  in  concert  for  our  common  cause,  as  we  did  in  those  glorious  days 
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when  we  broke  to  pieces  the  chains  of  the  conanest ;  let  the  nation  rise  as  one  man,  and  tho 
sceptre  as  wdl  as  toe  crown  of  Maximilian  will  (all  and  be  buried  in  the  depths  of  €ke  seas. 
Our  riches  and  prosperity  in  days  ^one  by  were  the  cause  why  our  civic  virtues,  undermined 
by  luxury  and  indolence,  were  disappearinfl^  from  day  to  day ;  but  adversity  and  poverty 
commenced  to  develop  amin  in  the  nation  those  same  virtues  which  are  the  stren^h  and  th« 
glory  of  every  people.  Let  us  learn  in  the  great  school  of  misfortune  to  give  their  full  value 
to  those  precious  gifls  of  liberty  and  peace.  Let  every  Mexican  become  a  soldier  of  the 
republic,  and  after  the  victory  has  been  won  and  the  clash  of  arms'  has  ceased,  he  will  be  a 
good  citizen,  skilled  in  defending  the  conquests  made  by  his  patriotism,  and  having  an  inter- 
est in  their  preservation. 

Although  it  is  contrary  to  my  character,  and  notwithstanding  my  natural  repngnanoe  to 
speak  of  myself,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  do  so  on  this  occasion.  Never,  not  even  for  a 
moment,  have  I  ceased  to  be  a  Mexican,  whatever  may  have  been,  at  different  times,  my 
opinions  regarding  the  system  of  government  suitable  to  my  country.  Nor  can  I  with  justice 
be  accused  of  sel^will  or  egotism,  for  the  motive  of  mv  action  has  always  been  the  napm- 
ness  and  prosperity  of  my  native  country.  Providence  has  chosen  that  my  history  should  Va 
that  of  Mexico  since  1821,  when  I  figured  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  struggle  for  independ- 
ence, and  that  heroic  country  should  inscribe  her  name,  with  my  aid,  on  the  map  of  nations. 
I  first  proclaimed  there  the  republic,  on  the  2d  of  December,  1822,  announcing  a  hitherto 
unknown  divinity,  as  the  Apostle  did  on  the  Areopagus ;  and  so  little  prepared  were  the  peo- 
ple for  understanding  and  worshipping  it  worthily,  that  at  various  times  the  doubt  assuled 
me  whether  I  had  accomplished  my  work.  In  the  plan  according  to  wnich  a  Mexican  na- 
tionality was  first  organized  our  independence  had  been  brought  about  in  connection  with 
the  idea  of  constitutional  monarchy.  This  was,  at  that  time,  the  faithful  expression  of  a  very 
general  desire  in  Mexico — of  an  aspiration  that  was  not  foreign  to  honorable  motives.  Besides, 
in  the  other  sections  of  Spanish-America  the  cry  for  independence  has  arisen,  protesting 
against  the  intruding  government  of  Napoleon  I,  and  swearing  fealty  to  Ferdinana  VII,  eon 
of  the  dethroned  monarch.  It  is  well  known  that  the  bad  policy  of  the  sovereign  turned  that 
sentiment  into  one  in  favor  of  complete  emancipation,  and  that  the  genius  of  leaders  like 
Bolivar  and  San  Martin  did  the  rest.  Many  distinj^uirthed  and  patriotic  Americans  had  their 
thoughts  bent  upon  monarchy  at  the  time  of  organizing  the  new  governments ;  %nd  some  of 
the  ministers  sent  to  Europe  carried  with  them  instructions  to  negotiate  on  that  basis.  The 
idea  of  a  republic,  however,  prevailed,  and  Spanish-America  was  divided  and  organized  under 
that  form,  and  the  flag  which  covered  her  indomitable  legions  in  a  hundred  battles  was  txi- 
colored. 

This  is  not  the  proper  place  to  speak  of  the  armed  European  intervention,  nor  does  it  belong  to 
me  to  speak  now  or  that  diplomatic  combination,  mucn  less  to  write  its  historv.  Withu,  it 
Is  necessary  to  stato  that  the  tripartite  intervention,  as  it  was  presented  to  us,  differed  totally 
from  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  understood  and  carried  out  by  a  single  otj^  of  the  con- 
flicting parti^iF  The  intervention  of  three  nations,  each  one  powerful  enough  of  itself  to 
carry  out  any  definite  resolution  regarding  Mexico,  could  not  be  considered  as  a  combinatioD 
to  usurp  our  rights,  since  ito  co-operation  was  generalty  regarded  as  a  neutral  element,  and 
as  a  means  afforded  to  the  Mexicans  for  putting  aside  partisan  excesses  so  that  they  might  be 
able  to  discuss,  to  reason,  and  come  to  an  understanding  as  to  the  most  adequate  and  oob- 
venient  manner  of  constituting  their  form  of  government  for  the  maintenance  of  their  natioB- 
alitv,  independence,  and  autonomy.  But  the  origiual  plan  of  the  intervention  having  been 
broken  up  by  France,  in  taking  upon  herself  alone  the  initiative  in  the  matter,  there  camea 
total  change  over  what  had  appeared  to  be  the  means  of  arriving  at  a  settlement;  and,  froa 
appearing  as  a  mediator,  the  foreigner  changed  him.5elf  into  the  arbiter  of  our  destinies.  It 
was  necessary  at  all  hazards  to  visit  the  theatre  of  events  in  order  to  investigate  the  proceed- 
ings and  attempto  being  made  by  the  new  interventionists.  With  this  conviction,  and  fol- 
lowing the  suggestions  of  old  friends,  I  resolved  to  go  to  Vera  Cruz.  "What  took  place  oo 
my  arrival  is  known  to  all.  General  Bazaine  rudely  drove  me  from  the  Mexican  terrifronr, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  re-embark  shortiy  after  my  arrival.  I  bear  no  resentment  on  this 
account.  I  am  rather  glad  that  the  outrage  was  committed,  because  it  may  have  saved  aie 
from  making  certain  compromises  which  circumstances  might  have  imposed  upon  me^  and 
because  it  opened  my  eyes  regarding  the  intentions  of  the  interventiouiste.  Having  been 
absent  from  Mexico  since  1855,  other  as^nts  took  upon  themselves  to  represent  and  direct 
public  opinion,  entirely  free  from  my  ionnence.  It  was  others  who  were  the  guides  of  the 
allied  invasion,  who  negotiated  with  the  archduke,  and  who  finally  escorted  him  to  the  capi- 
tal. My  antagonists  say  that  I  went  in  search  of  an  elevated  position  near  the  archduke. 
The  truth  is  I  went  thither  to  look  after  the  intereste  and  liberties  •f  my  compatriots,  and  not 
to  separate  myself  from  the  real  intei-ests  of  the  people. 

To  what  greater  glory  could  I  aspire  f  What  more  could  he  have  given  me  who  was 
styled  emperor  t  Open  the  hi^ry  of  Mexico,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  all  my  ambition  has 
been  satisfied.  Nothing  could  be  of  greater  value  in  my  eyes  than  the  sash  of  general 
of  division  and  the  title  of  **well  deserving  of  his  country,"  with  which,  in  1829,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Panuco,  the  people*s  gratitude  rewarded  my  patriotic  efforts  in  achieving  the 
national  independence.  For  no  other  honor  have  I  more  regard  than  for  the  wounds  with 
which  I  am  covered — memorials  of  our  glorious  struggles  against  powerful  nations. 
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I  luiTe  thuB  in  po  manner  compromised  myself  with  the  empire.  I  belong  entirely  to  the 
republic,  and,  in  presence  of  the  dan^^r  that  menaces  our  couutrj^  the  names  of  all  parties 
diMppear  from  my  sight.    I  am  not  a  conservative,  nor  am  I  a  liberal.    I  am  a  Mexican. 

It  becomes  me  now  to  set  forth  the  conduct  which  I  have  followed  in  my  last  adminlstra- 
tion,  and  that  which  has  governed  me  since.  In  February,  1853,  while  I  was  living  in  a  city 
of  New  Granada,  I  was  called  by  my  compatriots  to  exercise  discretionary  powers — a  meas- 
ure believed  to  be  salutary  in  the  midst  of  the  nation's  conflicts,  divided  as  she  was  by 
hatreds  and  unJer  tho  rule  of  anarchy.  I  was  obliged  not  to  hesitate.  Duty,  patriotism, 
dictated  my  resolution.  I  flew  at  the  call  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  in  April  of  that  year  I 
aseomed  charge  of  the  supreme  direction  of  afiairs.  The  power  of  dictator  is  a  tremendous 
one,  but  I  accepted  it  with  the  consciousness  of  doing  good,  and  with  the  determination  to 
\m  prudently  so  formidable  a  trust.  I  felt  in  my  heait  enough  patriotism  not  to  go  beyoud 
the  wishes  of  my  fellow-citizens,  sufficient  love  of  glory  not  to  render  myself  unworthy  of 
its  favors,  and  a  profound  respect  for  posterity  not  to  render  myself  unworthy  of  its  ap- 
pIsQse.  Fortified  with  these  convictions,  I  undertook  the  struggle  against  the  obstacles 
which  the  genioiis  of  discord  was  heaping  up  on  the  road  to  peace,  to  order,  and  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  nation.  Two  years  and  four  months  did  I  bestow  upon  that  task,  with  a  vigorous 
tmergy  and  an  unshakable  resolution.  Confidence  on*  all  sides  was  awakened,  trade  flour- 
ished^ the  arts  sprung  up,  and  the  domestic  as  well  as  the  foreign  credit  of  the  republic  was 
re-established,  as  it  were,  by  magic.  I  have  the  approval  of  my  conscience ;  it  tells  me  that 
I  have  done  my  duty.  Supported  by  the  whole  nation,  the  acts  of  my  administration  were 
recsived  with  respect ;  sustained  by  a  splendid  army,  full  of  courage,  disciplined,  and  ad- 
dicted to  my  person,  and  having  in  my  hands  the  destinies  of  the  people  and  army,  which 
they  placed  there  themselves,  what  befier  chance  could  there  be  to  revive  in  my  favor  the 
pl«  of  Iguala?  But,  say  what  my  adversaries  will,  I  am  a  stranger  to  the  ambition  of  vul- 
var souls ;  s^itiments  more  elevated  find  a  home  in  my 'soul,  as  well  as  higher  aspiratious. 
Ifi  order  to  have  worn  the  imperial  diadem,  it  would  have  sufficed  for  me  to  have  stretched 
iofth  my  hand ;  but  never  has  tne  roval  purple  dazzled  my  eyes  ;  and  if  at  any  time  I  could  have 
dDeamed  of  it,  the  bloody  pipture  of  Iturbide,  would  have  aroused  me  in  time  to  fly  &'om  the 
seductive  and  treacherous  delusion.  Generals  and  even  governors  of  departments  awaited 
oilf  my  acquiescence  in  order  to  proclaim  me  emperor  on  my  birthday ;  but  faithful  to  my 
pnBciples,  I  was  obliged  to  use  even  threats  in  order  to  silence  the  proposals  of  those  who 
tioagm  it  a  personal  honor  to  me  and  an  advantage  to  the  nation  that  I  should  wear  the 
crown.  In  the  midst  of  intestine  convulsions  minds  were  blinded  by  the  extreme  exaggera- 
Uoss  of  party,  and  despairing  of  being  able  to  constitute  ourselves  in  any  stable  manner 
iuder  a  republican  system,  persons  were  not  wanting  to  blame  me  publicly  as  the  prompter 
or  the  originator  of  the  interpretation  that  was  given  to  the  plan  ot  Iguala,  after  Iturbide's 
fiihire.  A  few  years  afterwards,  in  Mexico,  as  well  as  in  other  sections  of  Spanish  America, 
a  feeling  of  disappointment  sprang  up  on  witnessing  the  sad  results  produced  by  the  trial 
dfea  to  our  new  institutions ;  and  many  men  of  well-disposed  and  of  strict  principles  became 
disabosed  to  such  an  extent  that  Generals  Bustamente,  Bravo,  and  Paredes,  among  us,  and 
the  iUastrions  San  Martin,  in  South  America,  believed  it  to  be  their  patriotic  duty  to  advo- 
cate the  establishment  of  a  monarchy.  There  had  been,  on  other  occasions,  attempts  made 
teeall  a  constitoent  assembly,  in  order  to  submit  this  retrograde  stop  to  its  decision.  Many 
w«rthy  Dersona,  during  my  last  administration,  wished  to  revive  the  same  idea,  and  for  this 
reawn  Befior  Gutierres  de  Estrada  was  authorized  to  have  an  understanding  with  the  difter- 
«>tco«its  of  Europe,  and  to  inquire  what  were  the  ideas  of  foreign  sovereigns  on  the  subject 
l*fore  such  a  project  should  be  undertaken.  But  the  war,  which  at  that  time  absorbed  the 
•**ention  of  Europe,  prevented  sud  mission  from  having  any  result ;  hence  the  project  was 
^  the  time  abanaoned. 

From  this  exposition  it  follows  that  the  document  which  han  been  presented  as  over^\•helm• 
ittf  and  conclusive  against  me  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  me,  as  it  shows 
wth  an  act  of  disinterestedness  and  self-denial  on  mv  part.  As  if  to  give  greater  force  in 
ay  detriment  to  the  publication  alluded  to,  there  have  oeeu  likewise  printed,  with  some  alter- 
fttmu,  certain  letters  which  have  been  confided  to  the  discretion  of  friends  for  circulation. 
I  will  not  undertake  to  call  such  conduct  by  its  proper  name,  but  I  may  be  allowed  to  a^sk 
whether,  by  any  chance,  the  ideas  contained  in  said  letters  brought  the  intervention  to  Mexico 
uid  leated  Maximilian  upon  his  throne  ?  How  cau  my  supposed  complicity  in  such  acts  be 
ttpJained  when  contrasted  with  the  action  of  the  French  authorities  in  driving  me  from  Vera 
Cnz,  afier  having  forcibly  made  me  sign  a  paper  recognizing  events  that  had  already  taken 
pl*eel  In  what  document  of  that  time,  public  or  private,  aid  my  name  appear  as  an  ac- 
ttMoplice  of  the  intervention?    What  favors  have  I  received  from  the  archduke  ?    His  silence 

ETe  fhU  sanction  to  the  violence  used  against  mv  person.    My  adversaries  admit  that  they 
^  failed  to  bring  the  matter  home  to  me,  and  that  their  deductions,  with  regard  to  the 
letteaio  question,  are  not  as  tenable  as  has  been  maintained. 

On  (he  other  hand,  is  it  just  to  make  me  alone  responsible  for  an  idea  which,  in  addition 
to  theexamples  alreodv  cited,  has  occupied  the  attention  of  other  thinking  and  patriotic  men, 
jJ^o,  while  they  erred  in  judgment,  did  not  do  so  knowingly,  but  in  perfect  good  faith  ? 
Bofinr,  who  indignantly  spumed  San  Martin's  views,  became  subsequently  the  advocate  of 
^  ibnn  of  a  republic  called  Bolivian,  which  has  been  denominated  monarchical  by  a  num- 
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ber  of  liberals ;'  and  yet  three  or  four  years  later  many  eminent  Colombians  i&vored  tbe  estab- 
lishment of  a  constitutional  monarchy  in  South  America,  and  made  certain  diplomatic  moves 
in  the  premises  for  the  purpose  of  causing  the  new  states  to  be  ruled  by  European  princes. 
Iturbioe,  the  liberator,  was  less  disinterested,  as  be  derived  personal  advantages  by  nis  own 
interpretation  of  the  sentiments  upon  which  the  Iguala  plan  was  based.  That  error  cost  him 
his  hfe ;  but  his  countrymen  speedily  discovered,  after  his  death,  the  great  services  rendered 
by  him  to  the  nation,  and  how  patriotic  and  generous  were  his  imperial  projects. 

I  refer  to  these  facts  as  the  most  convincing  record  in  the  annals  of  Spanish  America,  and 
I  ask,  may  I  not  also  have  erred  In  good  faith,  as  well  as  so  many  other  men  of  soimd  prin- 
ciples and  recognized  ability  7  Wherein  is  it  criminal  or  unpardonable  that  I  should  have 
despaired,  as  many  others  have  done,  of  our  republic,  and  allowed  a  trial  of  a  constitutional 
monarchy,  established  without  my  co-operation,  and  when  the  sceptre  was  not  to  be  held  by 
me? 

A  bandage  covered  the  eyes  of  our  people  and  my  own.  We  have  jointly  erred  and  suf- 
fered, and  we  have  now  warning  and  experience.  I  am  not  egotistic,  and  I  desire  to  take 
part  in  repairing  our  error. 

Where  is  the  Mexican  who  can  refuse  my  services  without  incurring  the  opprobrium  of 
history,  or  deny  me  the  right  to  fight,-  and  die  if  necessary,  in  the  defence  of  our  desolate 
hearths?  If  it  is  desired  to  achieve  a  solid  and  enduring  peace,  is  it  just  or  right  to  turn 
the  back  upon  an  old  soldier  of  the  nation,  who  only  asks  his  countrymen  for  a  spot  of  ground 
where  he  can  stand  and  fight  against  the  usurpers  of  our  rights  ?  Who  is  there  that  has  suf- 
ficient authority  to  say  to  mo,  **  Stand  back !  you  are  a  Mexican,  but  you  cannot  be  allowed 
to  draw  your  sword,  as  of  yore,  in  defence  of  the  country  which  gave  you  birth,  and  of  the 
republic  which  you  yourself  founded/"  Upon  what  principle,  whether  liberal  or  conserv- 
ative, could  such  injustice  be  upheld  ?  In  the  great  struggle  of  our  country  no  element,  how- 
ever insignificant  it  may  appear,  that  can  be  used  to  the  advantage  of  a  nation,  can  be  con- 
sideied  useless.  Further,  I  perceive,  in  view  of  the  facts  already  stated,  and  of  the  events 
that  have  taken  place  in  our  country  during  the  last  five  years,  that  the  general  tendency  of 
the  people  is  in  favor  of  a  republic,  and  that  monarchy  is  an  impossibility  in  Mexico.  In 
Spanish  America  the  throne  is  the  forerunner  of  the  scaffold,  f^rty  sentiment  must  not  be 
made  the  criterion  of  the  course  of  contemporary  actors.  It  rests  with  history  to  give  an 
impartial  version,  and  I  am  certain  that  history  will  do  me  justice. 

Stand  together,  my  countrymen !  Let  us  consign  all  such  recriminations  to  oblivion,  for 
they  are  detrimental  to  our  country.  I  have  given  an  explanation  of  my  public  acts,  and  in 
like  manner  I  aqa  ready  to  give  any  guarantees  for  my  sincerity  that  may  be  required.  Do 
not  forget  that  domestic  dissensiou,  when  the  soil  of  our  country  is  being  proianea  by  foreign 
invaders,  is  equivalent  to  desertion  in  the  face  of  the  enemy ;  and  that,  although  there  is  no 
military  law  whereby  it  can  be  punished,  yet  we  must  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  an  in- 
flexible and  avenging  posterity,  which  will  reward  only  self-denial,  patriotism,  and  true 
magnanimity. 

Juarez  is  a  good  patriot,  and  Ortega  is  a  worthy  son  of  Mexico.  Why  are  they  not  united  I 
Why  augment,  through  their  disunion,  the  afflictions  of  our  fellow-citizens  7  1  hope  yet  to 
see  them  friends.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  who  has  a  right  to  the  presidency,  nor  on  whose 
side  is  the  law  ;  my  object  is  to  avenge  the  affront  offer^  to  oiur  country  by  driving  far  from 
her  midst  the  implacable  tyrants  that  oppress  her.  Let  all  dissensions  among  our  compa- 
triots cease,  and  let  all  hatred  be  reserved  for  the  foreign  domination  that  covers  us  now  with 
ignominy  and  shame.  Juarez  and  Ortega  should  put  an  end  to  their  resentments  by  a  cor- 
dial embrace.  Long  and  strenuously  have  the  defenders  of  the  republic  straggled  in  Mexico; 
and,  notwithstanding  such  great  heroism,  so  firm  a  constancy,  and  so  mudi  sacrifice,  the 
work  is  to-day  no  further  advanced  than  it  was  in  the  beginning. 

By  reason  of  my  antecedents,  of  my  position  in  the  conservative  party,  and  even  of  m? 
long  absence  from  the  country,  I  believe  myself  to  be  the  one  called  upon  to  reconcile  all 
minds,  setting  the  example  of  submission  to  the  constitutional  government,  as  I  now  sio- 
cerely  do.  Thus  I  perform  a  patriotic  duty,  I  obey  the  impulses  of  my  own  heart,  and  I 
satisfy  the  desires  of  hundreds  of  Mexicans  who  have  called  me  to  action.  It  will  not  siu- 
prise  mo  to  find  my  conduct  misconstrued  and  base  intentions  attributed  to  me,  inspired  by 
egotism.  I  expect  that  already ;  I  am  prepared  for  all.  But  I  shall  nevertheless  foel  for  mr 
country  at  the  sight  presented  by  some  of  my  fellow-citizens  rejecting  all  association  with 
me  in  these  solemn  moments  of  our  country's  life.  I  shall  have  fears  lest  our  past  experience 
and  the  warnings  which  we  have  received  prove  of  no  avail  in  producing  union.  Those  who 
so  oppose  me  will  have  given  an  eloquent  explanation  of  our  past  misfortunes ;  but  let  them 
take  note  that  I  will  never  cowardly  abandon  the  cause  of  the  republic.  Should  my  hopes 
be  frustrated  by  unexpected  events,  or  through  the  influence  of  bad  pa-ssions,  I  shall  have 
fulfilled  my  duty  at  all  events,  and  the  world  can  judge  whether  otnefs  have  done  theirs 
more  faithtully  than  I  have.  My  heart  is  young  euougn,  and  my  arm  is  strong  enough  to 
take  part  in  the  glorious  struggle  which  is  destined  to  achieve  the  second  independence  of 
Mexico.  I  feel  that  this  is  in  accordance  with  my  antecedents,  my  position,  my  years,  and 
the  glory  which  I  desire  for  my  name.  I  do  not  wish  to  give  up  the  sole  ambition  that  im- 
pels and  rules  me,  namely,  to  drive  our  oppressors  beyond  the  ocean,  to  re-establish  the  re- 
public, and  then  withdraw  to  private  life  once  more.    No  throne  on  earth  could  tempt  me 
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from  that  retirement,  and  I  solemnly  declare  that  on  the  day  of  Tictory  I  will  demand  no 
other  reward. 

Let  VLS  advance  and  nnite  the  standards  of  onr  country  which  have  been  torn  by  the  hands 
of  the  usurpers.  Let  us  set  agnin  on  its  sacred  pedestal  the  statue  of  liberty,  thrown  down 
by  the  inyaders.  Let  us  pve  no  rest  to  the  tyrant  who  oppresses  us.  He  has  changed  our 
TMt  plains  into  frighiful  cfeserts,  where  the  bones  of  our  brethren,  immolated  on  the  altar  of 
daty,  or  victims  to  the  hired  as8as9ins  of  an  empire,  lie  bleaching.  He  ruins  the  nation*s 
exchequer,  and  makes  monetary  contracts  abroad  that  are  unwarrantable,  believing  that  it 
will  be  easy  for  him  to  throw  their  weight  upon  the  shoulders  of  our  martvred  people.  The 
Anstrian  prince  has  spread  a  veil  of  mourning  over  the  glory  of  our  annals,  and  in  place  of 
ibe  prosperity  which  he  promised,  he  has  loaded  us  with  misfortunes,  and  has  covered  us  with 
contefli|rt  and  ignominy.  Thousands  of  widows  and  oiphans  cry  out  for  vengeance.  Let 
us  avenge  them,  compatriots !     Union  and  fraternity  be  among  us  until  we  accomplish  this! 

It  is  now  time,  Mexicans,  to  forget  forever  our  past  contentions,  and  to  make  a  strenuous 
effort,  at  once  terrible  and  simultaneous,  against  our  enemy.  The  tremondous  onslaughts 
of  OUT  indomitable  soldiers  will  bring  the  reveille  of  liberty,  joy  to  the  hearts  of  mothers, 
and  rejoicing  to  our  country.  Heaven  grant  that  the  contentment  which  I  foreshadow  be 
DotdistQrbed  by  new  fratricidal  dissensions !  Union  shall  be  my  watchword  before  the  tight ! 
Union,  sgain,  after  our  victory. 

God  atone  is  infallible,  and  it  would  be  monstrous  presumption  on  my  part  were  I  to  set 
myMlf  up  as  free  from  error  during  my  long  public  career;  but,  with  my  hand  on  my  heart, 
Icftnsay  that  never  has  my  will  been  an  accomplice  in  my  faults,  but  rather  in  impotence 
of  human  nature  to  accomplish  good  in  the  absolute. 

Thwt  to  the  sincerity  of  my  words  and  intentions.  I  cannot,  I  should  not,  nor  will  I,  close 
tl»  hook  of  my  life  with  a  lalsehood.  I  only  seek  for  my  tomb  a  new  laurel  tree,  whose 
liadow  shall  cover  it  in  the  midst  of  peace. 

Let  us  hasten  the  hour  of  our  national  triumph.   .Confide  in  my  words,  and  be  ready. 

Down  with  the  empire  f    Long  live  the  republic ! 


EUZABETHPORT,  NEW  JERSEY,  June  5,  1866. 


A.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 


No.  3. 


Mexican  Club  in  New  York, 

New  York,  June  20,  1866. 

The  manifesto  issued  by  Sefior  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  at  Elizabethport,  on 
IW  5tb  instant,  suggests  many  and  various  reflections  to  any  one  acquainted  with  the  history 
o:  Mexico.  As  soon  &s  we  knew  that  Seilor  Santa  Anna  was  desirous  to  intrude  himself 
sfain  into  our  political  affairs,  we  published  a  protest  against  his  pretensions.  It  will,  then, 
isionish  no  one  if  we  present  now  some  of  the  main  reflections  occurring  to  us  on  reading 
tM«  last  address. 

Seflor  Santa  Anna  begins  by  laying  down  certain  general  maxims  of  historic  morals,  which, 
if  they  can  be  applied  in  any  manner  to  our  country,  involve  ideas  absolutely  erroneous.  He 
fp^^ks  of  the  punishments  that  Heaven  sends  upon  people  wfw  abuse  the  gifts  and  advantages 
tkat  Prttidenc^  bestows  upon  tkem^  and  then  applies  them  to  our  country  in  these  words : 

"Onr  riches  and  prosperity  in  days  gone  by  were  the  cause  why  our  civic  virtues,  under-  . 
"s^  by  luxury  and  indolence,  were  disappearing  from  day  to  day."    (See  Maniftsty  p.  4.) 

We  regret  that  Santa  Anna,  who  has  played  such  a  prominent  part  in  the^  history  of  Mexico 
Hff  50  many  years,  should  make  an  assertion  so  ridiculous  to  men  of  sense,  though  it  has 
D«n  very  often  repeated.  We  have  never  been  rich,  happy,  and  lazy..  Though  our  country 
^  many  elements  of  wealth,  chiefly  mineral,  they  have  not  been  developed,  nor  can  they 
K,  from  natural  causes  and  for  social  reasons  entirely  foreign  to  the  will  of  the  Mexican 
pwple. 

Ilie  natural  features  of  our  country,  its  numerous  and  immense  mountains,  its  want  of 
MTijfftble  rivers,  and  even  of  spring  water  in  many  parts,  are  natural  disadvantages  that 
nave  retarded  Ae  progress  of  civilization,  impeding  moral  and  material  progress,  and  easy 
iM^  of  communication. 

,  Tbe  lamentable  conditk)n  in  which  we  were  lefl  by  the  ignorance  of  our  conquerors,  the 
lOeas  of  intolerance  and  fanaticism  we  inherited  from  them,  have  been  some  of  the  obstacles 
^t*^  prosperity  of  Mexico,  and,  in  general,  of  all  the  Spanish  American  countries. 

°oc  these  causes,  entirelv  independent  of  our  will,  we  have  been  poor  and  miserable,  and 
bence  the  revolutions  that  have  troubled  us;  it  was  not  the  supposed  abuse  of  gifts  and  ad- 
jantagci,  so  lightly  spoken  ot  by  some.  Mexico  can  be,  and  will  be,  rich  and  happy ;  but 
"  has  not  jet  become  so^  because,  in  the  order  of  nature,  it  is  impossible  for  a  new-bom  in- 
to to  hare  the  strength  of  a  giant. 

Is  not  the  four  years'  brave  resistance  of  the  people  against  their  invaders  a  proof  to  Santa 
AiuiA  that  the  civic  virtues  of  the  people  have  inci-eased,  and  not  diminished  ? 
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Bnt  you  should  not  be  surprised,  continues  Santa  Anna,  that  the  ^eat  men  of  Mexico  and 
South  America  should  have  similar  ideas ;  mine  was  a  project  never  realized. 

If  crimes  are  to  be  excused  because  notable  men  have  committed  them,  courts  of  justice 
had  as  well  be  shut,  and  the  word  moral  blotted  from  the  dictionary. 

Traitors  have  lived  in  every  nation,  and,  without  going  back  to  remote  times,  Santa  Anna 
mav  look  at  the  late  President  of  Santo  Domingo  as  a  notorious  example. 

m  regard  to  the  failure  of  his  project,  Santa  Anna  takes  care  to  tell  us  that  it  was  not 
through  him  it  failed,  ^^but  on  account  of  the  war  that  then  absorbed  the  attention  cf  Europe." 
(See  page  10  of  the  Man^est,) 

We  will  here  mention  his  reason  for  recognizing  the  Maximilian  intenrention  at  VeraCna, 
in  another  manifest  published  at  St.  Thomas,  the  6th  of  July,  1865,  after  General  Bazaine'i 
rude  treatment  made  him  suddenly  change  from  monarchist  to  republican. 

**/ must  ^xp/atn,'*  said  Santa  Anna  to  the  Mexicans.     **The  newspapers  of  the  capital 

Jmblished  my  recognition  of  French  intervention.    That  act  was  notot  my  free  will;  it  wu 
breed  upon  me  by  circumstances." 

**  The  steamer  in  which  I  came  had  hardly  cast  anchor  in  the  port,  tolien  the  French  conimandir 
of  Vera  Cruz  came  on  board  and  informed  me  tliat  I  could  not  land  till  I  signed  a  comH' 
tional  paper.  If  I  did  not  sign  I  teas  to  go  hack  on  the  same  steamer.  Tlie  conditions  wen 
that  I  recognized  the  intervention  and  the  monarch  electa  and  I  should  address  no  manifest  to 
tlie  Mexican  people.  This  insolence  excited  my  ifulig nation;  hut  a  long  voyage  made  mywift 
very  sick,  and  Uie  adviu  of  friends  who  came  on  board  to  see  me  persuaded  me  to  sign  the  en- 
dition," 

In  Santa  Annans  reply  to  General  Bazaine,  at  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1864,  be 
says,  as  he  did  not  unaerstand  French,  when  he  signed  the  paper,  he  thoneht  be  was  onlj 
required  to  recognize  intervention  and  Maximilian^  but  not  to  remain  mute.  Both  these  docn- 
ments  say  that  Santa  Anna  recognized  the  emperor  Maximilian  and  French  intervention ;  but 
the  explanation  is  not  very  satisfactory. 

In  l':^4  he  told  General  Bazaine  he  did'not  know  what  he  was  signing,  because  the  writing 
was  in  French;  and  in  1865  he  said  the  proposals  of  the  commander  at  Vera  Cnishaa 
caused  him  great  indignation ;  and  this  is  a  certain  proof  he  knew  what  he  was  signing. 

When  General  Santa  Anna  speaks  of  himself,  he  does  not  wish  to  be  accused  of  inconsist- 
ency. Perhaps  not ;  but  whoever  looks  at  any  of  the  periods  of  his  life  cannot  but  confess 
that  he  changes  his  opinions  with  considerable  facility.  He  was  a  warm  republican  in  1622— 
lukewarm  and  discouraged  after  a  little  while;  he  was  a  monarchist  from  1853  to  1864, at 
least ;  and  again  he  is  a  decided  republican  and  a  partisan  of  constitutional  liberty  in  1866. 
If  we  add  to  this  the  time  in  which  he  was  partisan  and  defender,  as  a  military  man.  of  the 
Spanish  domination,  we  shall  see  that  the  charge  of  inconsistency,  which  he  thinks  yerj 
hard,  is  justly  deserved,  and  he  cannot  deny  that  we  have  a  reason  to  call  him  cbangeabie. 

One  ot  the  proofs  of  levity  given  by  General  Santa  Anna  is  to  have  believed  and  said  that 
one  of  the  objects  of  the  tripartite  intervention  was  to  secure  the  happiness  of  Mexico.  Any 
one  having  the  slightest  acquaintance  with  history  and  with  the  human  heart  would  have 
known  that  natives  are  not  in  the  habit  of  shedding  their  blood  and  expending  their  treasures 
disinterestedly,  and  for  the  simple  pleasure  of  doing  good.  Still  further,  aU  sensible  men, 
all  independent  newspapers  of  every  country,  pointea  out  with  the  greatest  clearness  the 
true  object  of  the  three  powers  in  interfering  in  the  business  of  Mexico — the  destruction  of 
republican  institutions  during  the  civil  war  which  reddened  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
Every  one  said — and  among  them  General  Prim,  whose  official  opinion  cannot  be  doubted— 
that  the  Mexican  republic  was  to  be  destroyed  and  a  monarchy  substituted  in  its  place,  and 
that  the  Archduke  Maximilian  of  Austria  was  to  be  at  the  head  of  that  monarchy.  On  the 
3()th  of  November,  1864,  the  same  Senor  Santa  Anna  wrote  from  San  Thomas  to  his  old 
friend  and  agent  Don  Jos6  Maria  Gutierrez  Estrada— and  this  before  the  allied  forces  Inul 
reached  Vera  Cruz — the  following : 

**  The  candidate  of  whom  you  speak  to  me  (his  Highnass  Archduke  Fernando  Maximiliano) 
is  the  best  you  could  find ;  therefore  I  hasten  to  give  him  my  approbation." 

It  seems  that  SeSor  Santa  Anna  knew  as  well  or  better  than  any  other  that  the  true  object 
of  the  intervention  was  to  destroy  the  republic  and  substitute  for  it  a  foreign  prince  sup- 
ported by  foreign  bayonets.  Nevertheless,  he  asserts  that  he  was  ignorant  of  what  was 
going  on,  and  on  that  account  he  thought  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  go  over  to  the  intot- 
vention  in  order  to  investigate  its  proceedings  and  its  attempts,  and  to  watch  over  the 
guarantees  and  freedom  of  his  countrymen.  This  is  the  natural  explanation  of  his  yiAt  to 
his  country  in  1864. 

Here  be  will  allow  us  to  remind  him  of  the  following  facts : 

On  the  2<Sth  of  February,  1864,  the  day  following  his  arrival  at  Vera  Cms,  he  addressed 
to  Don  Juan  de  Dioz  Peza,  who  styled  himself  under-secretary  of  war  and  navy  of  tiie 
regency,  a  communication,  in  which,  after  acquainting  him  with  his  presence  iu  that  city, 
he  uses  the  following  words : 

**  In  coming  back  to  my  native  country,  my  intention  is  to  co-operate,  as  much  as  I  cin, 
in  the  consolidation  of  the  form  of  government  that  the  nation  has  Uiought  proper  to  adopt 
under  the  beneiicent  protection  of  the  illustrious  Prince  'designated  in  the  high  oounwU  of 
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• 
Diriiie  Providence  to  raise  the  nation  from  the  abyss  of  misfortnne  into  which  she  was 
phiii|ed  by  anarchy. 

*•  I  brin|^  to  the  knowled^  of  the  regency  that  it  can  hare  mv  hnmble  services,  and  dictate 
the  orders  it  wishes  to  the  oldest  veteran  of  the  Mexican  army."* 

This  very  clear  expression  of  sentiment,  signed  by  Seffor  Santa  Anna,  perfectly  agrees 
with  a  hnmble  letter  which  he  previously  addressed  to  Archduke  Maximilian  on  the  2*^d  of 
December,  1863,  and  with  the  manifesto  to  the  nation  published  in  Orizaba.  This  maDifcsto 
ivas  the  cause  of  the  order  of  General  Bazaine  compelling  him  to  re-embark.  Amid  his  thou- 
sand praioes  of  the  archduke,  and  a  thousand  protestations  of  obedience,  Sefior  Santa  Anna 
says: 

"  If  it  had  been  possible  for  me  io  follow  the  Mexican  commission,  your  highness  would 
have  heard  throagh  the  lips  of  one  of  the  pioneers  of  independence,  who  occupied  for  so  many 
years  the  first  place  among  his  countrymen,  the  ratification  of  \^at  the  worthy  president  of 
that  commission  has  expressed  with  so  much  eloquence  and  sincerity.*' 

In  the  same  letter  he  says  that  the  empire  with  lilaximilian  at  its  head  was  the  only  remedy 
capable  of  curing  the  disease  of  Mexico,  and  the  last  dawn  of  its  hope,  and  he  concludes  it 
widi  these  expressive  words : 

"  I  hope  your  imperial  highness  will  condescend  to  acknowledge  in  the  oldest  veteran  of 
the  Mexican  army  a  devoted  and  disinterested  friend  and  your  most  obedient  servant,  who 
wishes  yon  the  greatest  happiness,  and  humbly  kisses  the  imperial  hands  of  your  imperial 
higitness.*' 

At  that  date,  not  very  remote,  Senor  Santa  Anna  showed  an  enthusiasm  and  a  devotion  to 
the  empire  which  strongly  contrasts  with  his  present  declarations  in  favor  of  the  republic. 

The  former  manifesto  resembles  the  latter  only  in  this,  that  it  describes  with  glowing  colors 
the  good  and  prosperous  state  of  Mexico  during  the  last  dictatorship  of  Senor  Santa  Anna — 
an  opinion  wnich  the  Mexican  people  undoubtedly  does  not  share,  for  they  rose  in  mass 
against  his  Highness  (a  title  which  he  took  and  compelled  other  people  to  acknowledge)  and 
forced  him  to  leave  suddenly  the  territory  of  the  republic.  The  rest  of  that  document 
stnm^ly  censures  all  the  republican  governments  of  Mexico,  and  all  those  of  the  Hispano- 
Amencan  countries,  and  especially  that  prenided  over  by  Seffor  Juarez,  that  good  patriot,  as 
he  calls  himself  so  deservingly  in  his  present  manifesto ;  and  at  the  same  time  shows  his 
complete  attachment  to  monarchy  and  to  Maximilian : 

^  At  solemn  moments  the  good  man  sought  to  speak  the  truth  with  frankness  and  sincerity. 
The  illusions  of  youth  are  gone ;  in  presence  of-  so  many  disasters  produced  by  that  system 
(the  republican)  I  will  not  deceive  anybody ;  the  last  word  of  my  conscience  and  my  con- 
viction is,  the  constitutional  monarchy." 

Senor  Antonio  Santa  Anna  does  not  confine  himself  to  praise  of  the  monarchy  and  the 
aididnke,  but  entreats  the  Mexicans  in  the  most  pressing  manner  to  preserve  the  memory  of 
the  ma^nanimoTEis  monarch  who  has  extended  to  them,  so  opportunely  and  generously,  his 
powerful  hand. 

Are  we  not  justified,  with  such  facts  before  ns,  in  doubting  the  assertions  of  his  last  mani- 
festo, "that  he  went  to  investigate  the  proceedings  of  the  interventionists  and  look  after  the 
mterests  and  liberties  of  his  countrymen,  and  that  he  never  aspired  for  a  high  position  in  the 
gift  of  Uie  archduke  V 

In  his  present  manifesto  Senor  Santa  Anna  says : 

^^I  have  in  no  manner  compromised  myself  with  the  empire ;  I  belong  entirely  to  the  re- 
pohlle,  and  in  presence  of  the  danger  by  which  our  country  is  menac^  the  name  of  all 
parties  disappears  from  my  sight.  I  am  not  a  conservative,  nor  am  I  a  liberal;  I  am  a 
Mexican." 

The  contrast  between  Santa  Anna*s  manifesto  of  1864  and  his  manifesto  of  1866  is  So 
strong  that  everybody  will  naturaUy  feel  inclined  to  inquire  after  the  cause  of  tliis  marvel- 
leas  conversion.    Mr.  Santa  Anna  having  prepared  tne  question,  we  proceed  to  give  the 


**  General  Basaine,*'  says  he,  '*  rudely  drove  me  from  the  Mexican  territory,  and  I  was 
obhged  to  re-embark  shortly  after  my  arrival.  I  bear  no  resentment  on  that  account.  I  am 
tamt  glad  the  outra^  was  committed,  because  it  may  have  saved  me  from  making  certain 
oottpronises  which  circumstances  might  have  imposed  upon  me,  and  because  it  opened  my 
eyes  regarding  the  intentions  of  the  interventionisto." 

In  one  word,  the  rude  treatment  of  General  Bazaine  is  the  reason  why  Senor  Santa  Anna 
exteioates  himself  from  his  preoedente,  and  forgete  his  warm  advocacv  of  the  intervention. 
We  do  not  think  we  do  him  an  injury  in  believing  that  he  would  now  be  one  of  its  strongest 
SQpperlen  if,  instead  of  having  received  the  order  to  re-embark,  he  had  received  with  the 
imperial  decoration  his  appointment  as  commander  in  some  of  the  corps  of  the  imperial 
army. 

It  is  impossible  to  deny,  however^  that  he  proceeds  systematically.  Opposed  to  the  intor- 
▼ttition  because  ill-treated  by  General  Bazaine,  who  represented  it,  he  addressed,  or  at  least 
said  he  was  going  to  address,  his  complaints  to  the  French  Emperor,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
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ji»tice  to  which  he  wa«  entitled.  This  monarch  nndouhtedlj  approved  the  ad:  of  the  com- 
mander  of  his  armies,  and  Senor  Santa  Anna  did  not  receive  (at  least  nothing  if  known  on 
that  suhject)  the  apology  which  he  expected. 

What  was  the  reason  of  his  anger  against  Maximilian  t    Mr.  Santa  Anna  tells  it : 

'*  What  favor  did  I  receive  from  the  archduke  1  Does  he  not  hj  his  silence  follj  spprore 
the  violence  which  was  committed  against  my  person  7" 

Few  explanations  can  he  as  conclusive  as  this.  Senor  Santa  Anna  knew  that  the  inter- 
vention was  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  his  countrymen,  because  General  Bazaine  bids 
him  to  re-embark ;  he  lost  all  fiaith  in  monarchy  and  all  his  enthusiasm  for  Maximilian, 
because  the  latter  approved  by  his  silence  the  conduct  of  the  French  general.  We  appeal  to 
all  sensible  men  to  say  if  it  is  a  temerity  on  the  part  of  the  antagonists  of  Seitor  Santa  Anna 
to  doubt  of  his  conversion,  and  to  suppose  that  in  1864  he  went  to  Mexico  to  look  for  a  high 
position  from  the  archduk%  and  not  to  look  fof  the  security  and  the  liberties  of  his  country- 
men. 

In  following  the  examination  of  the  present  manifesto,  we  find  that  Senor  Santa  Anna  at* 
tempted  to  get  rid  of  the  accusation  of  having  once  aspired  to  the  imperial  crown,  yet 
appearances  condemn  him. 

During  the  dictatnre  which  he  exercised  in  Mexico  from  the  month  of  February,  1^63, 
down  to  the  month  of  August,  1855,  his  policy  assumed  such  a  course  that  everybody,  the 
ignorant  and  the  wise,  foreigners  and  Mexicans,  supposed  that  he  was  ready  to  proclaim 
himself  emperor  of  Mexico.  He  suppressed  all  shadow  of  national  representation,  all  vestige 
of  popular  election.  All  public  officers,  beginning  with  the  governors  of  departments,  uid 
ending  with  the  most  insignificant  ot  them  all,  the  sub-prefect,  were  directly  or  indirectly 
appointed  by  him.  He  also  ordered  every  one  of  his  officers  to  be  called  b^  his  respective 
title,  while,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  republic,  these  titles  were  to  be  g^iven  in  writing 
only.  He  revived  the  order  of  the  KnightM  of  Guadalupe,  which  was  established  by  Em- 
peror Iturbide,  and  appointed  himself,  of  course,  master  of  the  order,  changing  the  title  ot 
excellency,  which  had  hitherto  been  given  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  into  that  of 
serenissima  highness.  He  created  an  army,  which  he  dressed  richly,  and  which  he  called 
his  highnesses  guard  ;  in  short,  he  behaved  in  such  a  way  that  ho  cannot  accuse  the  people 
of  levity  in  attributing  to  him  the  intention  of  wearing  the  crown.  This  happened  in  IboS 
and  1854,  at  a  time  when  the  memory  of  the  prince  president  of  the  French  republic,  and 
that  of  the  coup  tVttaX  of  the  2d  of  December,  was  still  fresh  in  all  minds. 

There  is  a  circumstance  which  we  ignored,  and  that  Senor  Santa  Anna  has  just  revealed 
to  us: 

^*  Generals,  and  even  governors  of  departments,**  says  he,  '*  awaited  only  my  acijoiescenoe 
in  order  to  proclaim  me  emperor  on  my  birthday.  «  •  •  It  was  enough  for  me, 
in  order  to  wear  the  imperial  crown,  to  stretch  out  my  hand.*' 

Senor  Santa  Anna  will  allow  us  a  slight  observation.  We  do  not  doubt  for  a  single  mo- 
ment that  the  generals  and  governors  appointed  by  his  serenissima  highness  would  have 
been  disposed  to  proclaim  him  emperor,  because  worse  things  were  seen  in  the  Roman  senate 
in  the  time  of  Tiberius  ;  but  we  doubt  very  much  that  the  Mexican  people,  who  could  not 
suffer  him  as  dictator,  and  compelled  him  to  fly  in  August,  1855,  would  have  tolerated  him 
as  a  king.  Perhaps  we  ar^  mistaken ;  but  Sefior  Santa  Anna  will  agree  that  our  doubts  are 
nut  without  foundation. 

If  this  is  not  sufficient,  there  is  another  conclusive  proof:  the  full  power  which  he  gave  to 
Senor  Gutierrez  Estrado  on  the  1st  of  July,  18U5,  '*  to  enter  into  arrangements  and  make  the 
proper  offers  to  the  courts  of  London,  Paris,  Madrid,  and  Vienna,  to  oh  tain  from  those  gov* 
emments,  or  from  any  of  them,  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  derived  from  any  of  the 
royal  races  of  those  powers.** 

Here  we  cannot  but  confess  that  the  arguments  of  Senor  Santa  Anna  are  extremely  happy. 
This  document  proves  conclusively  that  on  the  1st  of  July,  1854,  he  did  not  think  to  make 
himself  an  emperor,  but  to  sell  his  country,  preparing  to  transfer  it,  with  its  hands  and  feet 
tied  up,  to  the  power  of  its  conquerors,  or  to  some  other  fbreign  princes.  This,  which  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  most  obvious  principles  of  universal  morals  we  call  treason,  Senor  Ssots 
Anna  calls  a  master-stroke  of  disinterestedness.  Of  such  a  disinterestedness  Senores  Almonte, 
Marquez,  and  other  traitors,  supporters  of  Maximilian,  could  boast  with  as  much  reason. 
*  *  *  He  thought  himself  bound  onlj  to  recognize  the  French  intervention  and 
Maximilian. 

**But  why  insist  in  charging  me?**  says  Senor  Santa  Anna  in  his  last  manifeato.  **I 
siimed,  and  I  repent ;  and  to  cause  all  my  wrongs  to  be  forgotten  I  am  here  now  ready  to 
fight,  and  die,  if  it  is  necessary,  in  defence  of  the  independence  of  the  republic — of  the  con* 
stitutional  government  to  which  I  submit. 

"  Where  is  the  Mexican  who  can  refuse  my  services*  without  deserving  the  opprobrium  of 
history,  or  deny  me  the  right  to  fight,  and  die,  if  necessarv,  in  defence  of  our  desolated 
hearths  ?  *  "*  *  Do  not  forget  that  domestic  disunion,  when  the  soil  of  oar 
country  is  being  profaned  by  foreign  invaders,  is  equivalent  to  desertion  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy.  •  •  *  Let  ail  dissensions  among  our  countrymen  cease,  ai»d  let  sU 
hatred  be  reserved  for  the  foreign  domination  that  covers  us  now  witn  ignominy  and  shainB* 
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*  •  *  By  reason  of  my  antecedents,  of  my  position  in  the  conserrative  party, 
and  even  of  my  long  absence  from  the  country,  I  believe  myself  to  be  the  one  called  upon  to 
reunite  all  minds.        »        »        »        Confide  in  my  words  and  be  ready." 

Howeter  inclined  we  are  to  believing  what  Senor  Santa  Anna  tells  us,  we  cannot  erase 
from  our  memory  that  the  same  arguments  he  presents  now  in  favor  of  the  republic,  he  pre- 
sected  a  few  months  ago  in  behalf  of  the  intervention  and  of  Maximilian.  Then,  upon  his 
heart  he  swears  that  his  last  words  were  in  favor  of  monarchy  ;  now,  he  assures  us  that 
they  were  in  favor  of  the  republic.  What  reasons  can  we  find  to  believe  the  last  better  than 
the  first  7 

As  he  wishes,  however,  to  fight  now  for  the  republic,  and  to  contribute  to  its  triupaph,  we 
concede  that  Senor  Santa  Anna  is  right  in  the  desire.  Nobody  can  prevent  him  from  doing 
iu  Let  him  disburse  a  portion  of  his  immense  wealth  in  the  purchase  of  arms  to  increase  the 
namber  and  the  power  of  the  independent  soldiers.  Let  him  go  to  Mexico,  unfurl  the  tri-color 
b&nner,  and  precipitate  himself  against  the  invaders  who  are  profaning  the  soil  of  our  coun- 
try.  It  may  be  so,  but  let  us  understand  each  other. 

If  we  are  to  believe  the  city  newspaper  which  has  taken  charge  of  assisting  Senor  Santa 
Anna,  the  latter  wishes  that  the  constitutional  government  should  appoint  him  general-in- 
chief  of  the  republican  armies.  Can  Senor  8anta  Anna  imagine  that  any  one  of  these  de- 
lerring,  hungry,  naked,  disarmed  citizens,  who  have  been  constantly  struggling  against  the 
power  of  France  for  the  last  four  years  for  independence  and  the  republic,  would  consent  to 
obey  bim?  Does  he  believe  it  possible  that  the  constitutional  government  which  represents 
that  people,  who  keeps  still  fresh  in  its  memory  the  defection  of  Urugua  and  others,  could 
forget  the  protest  Senor  Santa  Anna  made  yesterday  in  opposition  to  that  of  to-day,  and  give 
him  command  of  that  army  which  is  the  pillar  of  Mexican  nationality  ?  We  are  ready  to 
concede  that  Senor  Santa  Annans  conversion  is  genuine.  But  who  can  tell  us  that  if  SeQor 
Santa  Anna  was  sick  again,  or  if  the  French  were  to  lay  a  snare  for  him  like  that  of  making 
him  sign  a  document  in  the  French  language  he  does  not  understand,  he  would  not  transfer 
the  army  given  him  by  the  government  for  the  defence  of  the  republic  to  its  enemies  ? 

We  beg  Senor  Santa  Anna  to  dismiss  his  fervor,  and  he  will  be  convinced  that  these  mis- 
trusts wd  doubts  are  all  natural ;  that  every  person,  however  indifferent  to  our  party  divi- 
sions, is  led  to  entertain  them. 

There  is  yet  another  reason  which  we  beg  Senor  Santa  Anna  to  weigh  with  impartiality. 
This  very  party,  which  has  not  bargained  nor  ever  will  bargain  with  the  invader— those  armed 
citizens  whom  he  justly  called  heroes — they  are  the  same  who  have  been  fighting  till  they 
We  achieved  the  conquest  of  great  principles,  upon  which  rests  now  the  Mexican  constitu- 
tion as  well  as  its  civil  and  religious  liberty.  That  conservative  party  to  which  Senor  Santa 
Anna  formerly  belonged,  over  which  he  has  now,  according  to  his  own  confession,  a  great 
infloence,  has  been  the  constant  adversary  of  that  principle.  Supposinc^  Senor  Santa  Anna 
to  act  in  good  faith  in  defence  of  independence ;  wUl  any  one  be  accused  of  levity  who  fears 
that  be  would  destroy,  after  his  triumph,  the  work  that  Maximilian  and  the  French  did  not 
dtre  to  touch — a  work  that  they  wish^  to  consider  as  a  title  of  glory  and  popularity  ?  Does 
Seior  Santa  Anna  believe  that  these  doubts  and  fears,  so  well  founded,  would  give  him  such 
a  fame  as  to  enable  him  to  conciliate  opinions? 

We  eoald  add  more,  but  enough  has  been  said  to  prove  that  we  bear  no  personal  hat«  to 
Senor  8anta  Anna,  nor  are  we  moved  bv  a  spirit  of  partisanship.  None  of  these  motives 
inspired  the  protest  we  signed  on  the  15th  of  last  May.  Simply  citizens  for  the  most  part, 
>Ba  fir  remote  from  the  influence  of  office,  no  one  can  say  that  we  see  in  Senor  Santa  Anna 
a  terrible  rival  and  obstacle  to  our  aspirations.  All  of  u^  are  moved  solel  v  by  the  love  of  our 
covntiy,  and  by  the  wish  to  see  it  independent,  for  which  we  have  fought  and  are  ready  to 
%ht  again, 

FRANCISCO  ZANCO;  President. 
CIPRIANO  ROBERT,  Secretary. 


No.  4. 


Ko.  3e9.  J  Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Waskington,  May  24,  1666. 
MttSTB.  Louis  G.  de  Vidal  y  Rivas,  Dario  Maznera,  Rafael  Pombo,  and  A.  Baiz  called  on 
■e  this  morning. 

.  The  fim  mentioned  delivered  me  a  letter  from  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  dated 
nBlaabethport,  the  Slst  instant,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy. 

A^  seeing  the  commissioneis  I  will  reply  to  Mr.  Santa  Anna's  communication,  and  will 
■•wi  a  copy  of  my  answer  to  your  department. 
I  Rpeat  the  aBsorances  of  my  distinguished  consideration.  _  _ 

•^         ^  M.  ROMERO. 

The  MunOTER  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Paso  del  Norte. 
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No.  5. 

Elizabethport,  New  Jersey, 

May  21,  1866. 

I^Iy  DlSTlNCJUiSHED  COMPATRIOT :  I  have  arrived  in  the  United  States  on  my  way  to  ou£ 
country,  so  worthily  represented  by  you  here,  and  I  would  have  been  pleased  to  visit  you  in 
Washington  to  inform  you  of  the  object  of  my  ioumey;  but  as  this  is  impossible  at  present, 
I  have  commissioned  my  friends  Don  Louis  \  iual  y  Rivas,  Colonel  Dario  Mazuera,  and  Don 
Abraham  Baiz,  with  Don  Rafael  Pombo,  who  volunteers  to  accompany  them,  to  represent 
me.  They  wiU  present  to  you  this  letter,  and  I  beg  of  you  to  receive  what  they  may  say  as 
coming  from  myself. 

I  cannot  remain  an  indifferent  spectator  of  the  misfortunes  of  our  country,  and  I  compre- 
hend that  my  apparent  indifference  would  be  a  crime.  Under  the  present  circumstances  it 
ii^  of  the  most  urgent  necessity  for  the  triumph  of  the  national  cause  that  all  factions  should 
be  reconciled ;  and  that  confidence  should  be  restored  both  in  the  country  and  abroad,  there 
must  be  a  vigorous  organization  and  unity  of  action. 

My  anteceuents,  and  numerous  manifestations  that  have  been  addressed  to  me  from  all 
parts  of  Mexico  by  former  friends  and  even  political  opponents,  bv  disappointed  imperiaiista 
and  by  indifferent  republicans,  persuade  me  that  I  am  the  one  who  is  called  upon  to  set  the 
necessary  example  as  a  loyal  soldier  and  disinterested  citizen,  and  to  reconcile  the  national 
elements  in  order  that  the.entire  nation,  as  a  single  man,  may  work  under  the  direction  of 
its  chief  magistrate,  and  that  the  triumph  may  be,  as  we  cannot  but  desire,  truly  national, 
satisfactory  to  all,  and  giving  sufficient  assurance  of  a  final,  powerful,  and  xespectable  or- 
ganization. 

It  is  not  strange  that  I  am  not  yet  judged  with  the  impartial  judgment  of  history :  that  day 
has  not  yet  come.  When  it  does,  then  can  be  applied  to  me  the  words  of  Montesquiea : 
**  The  errors  of  statesmen  are  not  always  voluntary ;  they  are  often  the  necessary  conse- 
quences of  the  situations  in  which  they  are  placed,  where  difficulties  rei)roduce  difficulties."' 

My  enemies  have  seen  in  me  only  a  Sylla ;  but  now  my  greatest  desire  is  to  prove  to  them 
that  I  should  not  be  compared  to  tfiat  ferocious  Roman,  except  in  entirely  separating  myself 
from  public  affairs  when  I  still  had  power  to  control  them.  I  have  already  once  voluntarily 
given  up  public  position  when  I  still  had  powerful  means  for  sustaining  myself.  Now  it  is 
my  intention  to  co-operate  towards  the  restoration  of  the  constitutional  republican  goveni^ 
mfnt  in  the  capital  of  Mexico ;  to  see  the  people  in  the  way  of  freely  reorgnmzing  themselves 
by  means  of  their  representatives,  and  then  immediately  to  withdraw  to  private  life,  in  order 
to  die  respected  and  tranouil  in  the  bosom  of  my  country.  My  ardent  dream,  my  ambition, 
is  to  struggle  once  more  for  the  independence  of  my  country,  and  to  re-establish  the  republic 
I  was  the  tirst  to  proclaim  in  1{:^22,  to  pass  the  remainder  of  my  years  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  love  of  my  fellow-countrymen,  and  to  m^rit  that  there  shall  be  inscribed  over  my  tomb 
the  glorious  title  of  a  good  citizen. 

Ot  the  firmness  and  sincerity  of  my  intentions;  if  it  is  possible  there  can  be  any  doubt,  I 
am  disposed  to  give  whatever  proofs  may  be  exacted ;  and  very  far  from  wishing  to  act  on 
my  own  account  and  thus  promote  still  another  conflict  and  a  new  dissension  in  the  consti- 
tutional camp,  I  commence  by  addressing  myself  to  you  in  order  that  we  may  come  to  an 
understanding  with  regard  to  the  manner  of  my  co-operation  ;  andT  I  beg  to  reanest  that  you 
will  transmit  this  communication  to  Senor  Juarez,  as  if  addressed  directly  to  him  in  aslung 
his  commands. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  the  people  of  our  country  will  in  the  end  profit  by  the  experience  we 
have  had.  I  am  now  neither  conservative  nor  liberal ;  I  am  only  a  Mexican,  and  I  open  my 
arms  to  all  my  countrymen. 

In  a  few  days  I  will  publish  a  manifesto,  which  I  hope  will  satisfy  all  who  desire  to  know 
my  sentiments  and  the  object  of  my  journey.  The  gentlemen  in  charge  of  this  letter  will 
give  to  you  all  necessary  explanations,  and  you  can  speak  to  them  as  you  would  to  me 

I  hope,  however,  to  have  an  opportunity  to  «ee  you  and  to  renew  to  you  personally  the 
assurances  of  my  high  appreciation  and  esteem.  ^ 

Your  obedient  servant  and  countryman, 

A.  L,  DE  STA.  ANNA. 

His  Excellency  Don  Matias  Romero,  i;c,,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


No.  6. 


No.  391.]  Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

IVaskiugUm,  Mag  ^,  1666. 

The  commissioners  of  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  ceJled  upon  me  again  to-day. 

I  answered  Mr.  Santa  Anna's  letter,  of  which  I  sent  you  a  copy  yesterday,  in  the  terms 
which  you  will  see  in  the  enclosed  copv  of  my  answer. 
I  repeat  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  Paso  del  Norte,  C^r\r\ri\i 
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No.  7. 

Washington,  Map  25,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yonr  commissioners,  Don  Louis  Yidal  j  Bivas,  Colonel  Dario  Mazuera,  Don 
Abraham  Baiis,  and  Don  fetfael  Pombo,  placed  in  my  hands  yesterday  the  letter  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  under  date  of  the  ^Ist  instant,  from  Elizabethport,  advis- 
ing me  of  your  arriyal  in  this  country,  on  your  way  to  Mexico,  where,  as  you  inform  me,  you 
d^ire  to  go  to  fight  for  the  independence  of  the  country,  under  the  dii-ection  of  its  chief  mag- 
istrate. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  in  the  said  communication  that  I  would  transmit  the  same 
to  the  Prudent  of  the  republic,  I  forwarded  yesterday  a  copy  to  the  minister  of  foreign  rela- 
tioDt  and  of  government. 

I  have  listened  with  interest  to  what  your  conmiissioners  have  stated  to  me,  in  your  name, 
with  regard  to  your  intentions  and  the  motives  that  have  guided  your  conduct.  To  avoid 
any  inisanderstandine,  I  think  it  proper  to  put  my  reply  to  them  in  writing,  to  be  delivered 
to  joa  as  the  result  of  their  mission. 

If  yon  bad  not  been  the  first  to  propose  the  establishment  of  a  European  monarchy  in 
Mexico,  when  you  were  at  the  head  of  the  nation,  and  had  not  recognized  and  sustained  the 
ioteirention  which  the  Emperor  of  the  French  is  inflicting  upon  our  country,  as  is  proved  by 
the  documents  recently  published,  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  the  govem- 
meat  of  the  republic  accepting  and  making  use  of  your  services,  for,  in  a  foreign  war  so  holy 
ta  the  present,  all  party  dinerences  should  disappear ;  and,  in  mv  opinion,  not  even  the 
President  would  have  the  right  to  prevent  any  Mexican,  desirous  of  defending  his  country, 
from  complying  with  his  duty  in  this  regard. 

But,  unfortunately,  in  your  case,  there  are  peculiar  circumstances  that  change  the  aspect 
of  the  question.  Besides  resting  now  under  the  stain  of  having  recognized  and  given  all 
the  weight  of  your  influence  to  tne  treasonable  project  of  overturning  the  national  govern- 
ment of  our  country  and  establishing  another  that  would  make  it  a  mere  dependency  of 
France,  there  is  the  circumstance  that  during  the  later  years  of  your  life  you  have  been  inti- 
matelj  associated  with  the  reactionary  party  of  Mexico,  which  is  the  party,  as  is  well  known, 
that  has  been  the  promoter  and  supporter  of  the  unpatriotic  desi^ps  that  I  have  mentioned. 

This  is  calculated  to  give  rise  to  apprehensions  that  in  the  participation  you  are  seeking  to 
weaie  is  the  afiairs  of  the  republic  you  might  undertake  either  to  promote  another  revolution, 
•s  Tou  have  often  done  before,  in  favor  of  that  party,  or  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
gailty  members  of  it,  which  would  be  a  new  cause  of  disagreement  and  a  great  evil  to  our 
eoontiy,  as  thus  the  just  expectations  of  our  people  would  be  frustrated ;  or,  at  least,  that 
yon  might  try  to  create  a  new  party,  and  thus  give  rise  to  other  dissensions  which  could  only 
remit  in  the  benefit  of  our  invaders.  All  these  circumstances  render  it  a  difficult  question, 
in  my  judgment,  to  decide  whether  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  our  country  that  your  ser- 
nces  should  be  accepted  or  not.  This  question,  as  well  from  its  grave  importance  as  from 
the  knowledge  it  requires  of  the  circumstances  of  the  nation,  can  only  be  decided  by  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  republic  to  whom  the  Mexican  people  have  confided  its  destinies. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  you  are  disposed  to  make  the  proper  explanations  and  to  give  the 
Mcessarv  securities ;  nor  do  I  doubt  that,  in  view  of  all  this  and  of  the  circumstances  of 
tbe  republic,  the  President  will  decide  as  may  be  best  for  the  interests  of  iJk  country. 

Wiuiont  awaiting  his  decision,  I  can  say  that  I  believe  it  to  be  your  duty  not  to  undertake 
any  proceedings  that  may  create  difficulties  or  complications  for  the  government  or  the  nation 
if  your  services  are  not  accepted. 

I  am,  very  attentively,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  BOMEBO. 

Senor  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna, 

Elizabethport. 


No.  a 


No.  289.]  Department  op  Foreign  Bblations  and  of  Government, 

Chihuahua,  July  6,  1866. 

Vn^  yonr  note  (No.  389)  of  the  24th  of  May  last  you  enclosed  to  me  copy  of  the  com- 
iiHuncation  addressed  to  you,  under  date  of  the  21st,  by  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna, 
M>4  with  yonr  note  (No.  391)  of  the  25th  of  the  same  month  you  encloeed  to  me  copy  of 
yoar  reply. 

Ii  Udi  communication  Senor  Santa  Anna  manifested  to  you  his  desire  to  now  lend  his 
■ci^ieet  to  the  cause  of  the  republic  against  the  foreign  intervention,  and  he  asked  you  to 
ti^osmit  his  communication  to  the  government.  You  replied  that  you  had  so  transmitted  it, 
*wJ  ttplained  to  him  the  reasons  why  you  judged  it  proper  that  you  should  leave  it  to  the 
(ovemment  to  determine  whether  his  services  should  be  accepted  or  not. 

Tour  two  notes  have  been  laid  before  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  he  has  approved 
y<wr  condoct  in  the  affair.  ^ 
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Since  the  commencement  of  the  existing  war,  in  which  Mexico  defends  her  independence 
and  her  republican  institutioos  against  the  pretensions  of  a  foreign  intervention,  it  has  been 
the  constant  rule  of  the  government  of  the  repablic  never  in  any  manner  to  refuse  to  accept, 
on  account  «f  post  differences  of  a  pnreij  political  character,  the  services  of  all  Mexicans 
who  in  good  faith  desire  to  volunteer  and  loyally  lo  defend  the  oCtise  of  their  country.  Far 
from  opposing  difficulties  to  those  who  have  so  proceeded,  impelled  by  a  noble  patriotism, 
the  government  has  justly  esteemed  and  has  accepted  with  satisfaction  the  services  of  those 
whom  it  might  before  have  considered  as  political  adversaries.  Many  of  these  are  now  com- 
batling  under  the  flag  of  the  government,  and  others  have  already  consummated  their  con* 
eecration  to  the  country  by  a  glorious  death. 

If  the  government  could  consider  Senor  Santa  Anna  in  this  condition,  it  would  not  hesi- 
tate for  a  single  moment  in  thankfully  accepting  the  offer  of  his  services ;  but  the  grarf 
charges  which  appear  in  all  his  previous  conduct  do  not  permit  it  to  have  any  security  m  the 
loyalty  of  his  intentions,  nor  even  is  there  any  doubt  which  might  incline  it  in  his  favor. 

This  is  not  the  occasion  to  enumerate  the  numerous  charges  that  have  been  made  and  are 
now  being  made  against  him  by  honorable  men  of  all  parties  and  of  all  opinions,  yrho  con 
eider  him  as  the  first  and  most  constant  promoter  of  anarchy,  of  immoralitv,  and  of  cormp- 
tion.  It  is  sufficient  now  to  notice  particularly  the  principal  part  which  be  has  bad  in 
placing  in  peril  the  independence  of  the  country,  and  in  bringing  upon  it  all  the  evils  of  a 
foreign  intervention. 

In  the  documents  which  have  been  published,  by  his  own  accomplices,  it  is  seen  that  when 
at  the  head  of  the  government  of  the  republic  he  solicited  in  1854  European  intervention, 
that  he  continued  laboring  for'  the  same  object  thereafter,  and  that  when  Maximilian  was 
proposed  as  its  instrument  he  humbly  offered  to  him  his  person,  his  influence,  and  bis  ser- 
vices. Scarcely  two  years  have  passed  since  Senor  Santa  Anna  came  to  the  national  terri- 
tory with  the  hope  of  obtaining  tne  reward  of  his  treason,  and  solemnly  protesting  that  the 
last  conviction  of  his  life  was  the  monarchy,  and  his  last  desire  to  submit  himself  to  a  for- 
eign power. 

Defrauded  in  his  hopes,  rejected  and  banished  by  his  own  accomplices,  who  feared  they 
might  afterwards  be  betraj^  by  him,  be  did  not  even  then  resolve  to  serve  his  country,  even 
although  impelled  by  resentment  at  the  insults  he  had  received.  The  intervention  then  ap- 
peared powerful,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  participate  in  the  perils  of  the  defenders  of  ms 
country.  Not  until  two  years  afterwards  has  he  come  to  offer  his  services,  when  he  has  seen 
that  the  last  hour  of  the  intervention  is  about  to  strike. 

If  those  who,  led  by  him,  have  called  in  the  foreigner,  have  believed  that  they  had  well- 
founded  motives  to  distrust  and  fear  that  he  would  afterwards  prove  a  traitor  to  them,  how 
much  greater  would  be  the  distrust  and  apprehension,  upon  seeing  him  at  their  side,  of  the 
defenders  of  the  republic  Remembering  that  he  had  affiliated  with  all  parties,  that  he  had 
proclaimed  every  cause,  and  that  he  had  recently  protested  his  final  adhesion  to  the  fordgn 
monarchy,  they  would  not  wish  to  combat  in  the  same  camp,  fearing  that  he  would  deliver 
them  np,  and  they  would  not  wish  to  unite  with  him,  much  less  place  themselves  under  his 
orders,  fearing  that  he  would  contrive  their  destruction. 

They  would  even  fear,  as  already  some  have  said,  that  he  came  sent  by  the  foreicTi  inter- 
vention in  order  to  introduce  an  element  of  discord  among  the  defenders  of  the  republic,  and 
in  order  that,  on^e  termination  of  the  intervention,  those  who  have  favored  and  sustained 
it  might  have  in  him  a  friend  and  supporter. 

Even  supposing  that  the  intentions  of  Senor  Santa  Anna  should  now  be  loyal,  the  con- 
stant suspicion  wDich  would  be  awakened  by  his  past  acts  would  render  not  only  useless 
iqider  the  present  circumstances,  but  even  prejudicial,  the  admission  of  his  services. 

Althougn  the  government  might  wish  to  place  in  him  some  confidence,  it  does  not  beheve 
it  possible  that  it  would  also  be  felt  by  the  defenders  of  the  national  cause. 

In  order  not  to  believe  in  his  new  protests  of  patriotism,  they  would  repeat  that  he  has 
violated  before  all  his  oaths,  and  that  he  has  broken  before  his  most  solemn  engagements. 

In  order  not  to  believe  his  new  protests  of  loyaltv  to  the  republic,  they  would  repeat  the 
charges  that  have  been  made,  that  as  an  officer  he  has  been  disloyal  to  all  the  governments 
that  have  employed  him :  that  as  the  head  of  the  government  he  has  been  disloyal  to  all  the 
parties  who  have  aided  him  to  power  ;  and  that  as  a  Mexican  he  has  been  lately  disloyal  to 
the  cause  of  his  countiy. 

For  these  considerations  the  President  of  the  republic  does  not  believe  it  in  any  manner 
compatible  with  his  duty  to  admit  the  offer  which  Senor  Santa  Anna  has  now  sought  to  make 
of  his  services.  Nor  does  he  believe  that  his  manifestations  or  protests  of  patriotism  can  be 
in  any  nianner  considered  as  sufficient  to  relieve  him  from  the  very  grave  charge  which 
exist  against  him. 

Senor  Santa  Anna  having  asked  you  to  transmit  to  the  government  his  communication, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  him  this  reply.  I  renew  to  you  my  most  distingmsheJ 
consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA 

The  Citizen  Matias  Robcero, 

Minister  of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  the 

United  States  of  America^  IVashingtony  D,  C. 
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No.  9. 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

WashingUm,  August  6,  1866. 
In  my  letter  to  you  on  the  25th  of  May  last,  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  21  st  of  the  same 
month,  I  informed  you  I  had  sent  your  note  of  that  date  to  the  government  of  the  republic, 
in  accordance  with  your  wishes.     This  day  I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 
minister  of  foreign  relations  and  government  of  the  republic,  dated  in  ChibuaLua,  the  6tb 
of  July  last,  and  numbered  269,  containing  the  answer  of  our  government  to  your  offer  of 
services. 
In  accordance  with  instructions  to  me  in  that  note,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  it. 
I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  most  attentive  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
SenoT  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna, 

Ntw  York. 


No.  10. 


We,  Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico,  decree : 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  appointed  a  receiver  to  take  an  inventory  of  the  property  which 
Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  possesses  within  the  limits  of  the  empire. 

Art.  2.  Said  receiver  shall  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  revenues  yielded  by  such  prop- 
ttty,  and  shall  make  deposit  of  said  revenues  for  safe-keeping,  without  deducting  any  sums 
except  such  as,  with  the  approbation  of  this  government,  shall  be  allotted  to  the  members  of 
Santa  Anna*?  family  actually  residing  within  the  territory  of  the  empire. 

Art.  3.  No  contract  having  relation  to  the  said  property  shall  have  the  force  of  law  with- 
out the  written  approbation  of  the  said  receiver. 

Dor  minister  of  the  interior  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree. . 

Given  at  the  palace,  in  Mexico,  the  12th  day  of  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

By  order  of  the  emperor : 

Josfe  Salazar  Ilarregui, 

MinUttr  of  tke  Interior, 


Senar  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  AMERitA, 

WathingUm,  August  15,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  extracts  from  papers  of  the  city  of  Mexico, 
Wid  French  papers  in  New  York,  containing  evident  proof  of  the  condition  of 
•ffiiire  in  the  city  of  Mexico  np  to  the  end  of  July  last. 

Don  Fernando  Maximilian,  the  usurper,  who  organized  a  sham  government 
when  he  reached  Mexico,  and  tried  to  give  it  the  semblance  of  a  national  insti- 
totkm,  has  finally  been  compelled  to  give  np  the  difficult  undertaking. 

The  so-called  government,  with  a  foreign  prince  for  its  head,  kept  up  by 
French  bayonets  and  French  gold,  whose  officials  are  all  foreigners,  had  a  Mexi- 
caa  cabinet  till  recently,  intended  to  keep  up  appearances  and  deceive  those  not 
qualified  to  judge  of  the  real  situation. 

Now  the  usurper  has  laid  aside  all  dissimulation,  and  removed  the  last  trace 
of  nationality  from  his  ridiculous  government  by  reducing  his  ministers  to  three- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


236  DIPLOMATIC  C0ERE8P0NDENCB. 

war,  treasarj,  and  interior.  He  has  made  General  Osmont,  Greneral  Bazdne's 
chief  of  staff,  minister  of  war ;  Mr.  Friant,  intendant  general  of  the  French  ex- 
peditionary corps  to  Mexico,  is  minister  of  finance ;  and  the  minister  of  the  inte- 
rior is  a  Mexican  traitor,  who  will  soon  be  removed  to  give  place  to  some  other 
member  of  Bazaine's  staff. 

After  this  it  is  impossible  to  call  the  government  pretended  to  be  established 
in  Mexico  by  the  French,  and  headed  by  Don  Fernando  Maximilian  of  Haps- 
burg,  a  national  government. 

The  tyranny  of  the  French  intervention  is  now  becoming  really  intolerable. 
Among  the  enclosed  documents  yon  will  see  some  relating  to  the  press ;  and 
you  will  perceive  there  is  less  liberty  of  the  press  in  those  parts  of  Mexico  under 
the  usurper  than  there  is  even  in  France.  All  the  papers  that  dared  to  be  inde- 
pendent have  been  suppressed,  and  none  can  now  be  established  without  express 
permission  from  the  intruders.  Papers  that  supported  intervention  are  suppressed 
if  they  do  not  approve  of  every  whim  of  the  boguQ  government.  Personal  pro- 
tection is  but  a  shadow  in  the  hands  of  the  usurper.  Under  pretext  of  con- 
spiracy, many  citizens  have  been  imprisoned,  others  condemned  to  severe  pun- 
ishment that  will  kill  them,  and  all  done  without  trial  or  permission  of  defence. 
The  assassination  of  the  Montenegro  young  men  (see  7  and  8)  in  the  State  of 
Jalisco,  only  because  they  belonged  to  a  liberal  family,  is  one  of  the  many  cases 
occurring  every  day  in  places  that  have  fallen  into  the  invader's  hands  and 
remain  subject  to  the  usurper's  will. 

High  taxes  imposed  to  sustain  the  extravagance  of  the  courtly  adventurers 
threaten  to  ruin  the  scanty  resources  still  left  in  the  country. 

The  usurper  has  just  given  another  unexampled  inconsistency,  that -can  hardly 
be  believed ;  he  has  granted  a  pension  to  the  widow  of  General  Zaragoza,  the 
conqueror  of  the  French  at  Puebla,  on  the  oth  of  May,  1862.  Thus,  and  with 
a  view  to  show  that  he  appreciates  the  Mexicans,  he  has  tacitly  acknowledged 
the  merit  of  a  general  who  died  in  defence  of  his  country,  fighting  against  the 
French,  while  he  condemns  those  who  acted  differently.  Now,  if  me  Mexicans, 
fighting  for  the  independence  of  their  country,  do  not  deserve  to  be  considered 
as  belligerents,  as  the  French  contend,  how  is  it  they  honor  the  memory  of  one 
of  that  arpay  by  granting  a  military  pension  to  his  widow  ?  If  it  was  only 
meant  as  an  act  of  mercy,  without  political  meaning,  giving  aid  to  a  needy  family, 
why  was  it  not  given  in  some  other  way  than  as  a  military  pension,  which  ce^ 
tainly  acknowledges  certain  rights  of  the  national  army  of  Mexico,  hitherto 
denied  it  by  the  French.  They  murder  General  Arteaga  for  doing  his  duty  as 
a  soldier  in  defence  of  his  country,  while  they  give  a  pension  to  the  widow  of 
another  general  who  died  in  the  same  good  cause. 

It  is  really  impossible  to  see  any  consistency  or  good  faith  in  the  accompKces 
of  an  intrigue  engendered  by  the  fraud,  inordinate  ambition,  and  other  haser 
passions  that  move  some  men. 

I  embrace  the  occasion,  Mr.  Secretary,  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOMESO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  dfc.,  Sfc.,  Sft. 
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Index  qfdocumenU  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Wathington  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Staie  of  the  United  States ^  mth  the  note  of  this  date,  in  relation  to 
recent  events  in  Mexico, 


9 
10 
11. 
12 
13 
14 
15 


1866. 
Aug.     13 

Joly    21 

Aug.     13 

May      6 

May  26 
May  26 
Jane  20 


8    Jane 


June  6 

Jane  6 

Jane  '  6 

Joly  6 

Jaly  20 

Jaly  80 

July  20 


Extract  from  the  Coarrier  cles  Etats-IJnis  of  the  13th  August,  1866,  in 

New  Turk,  quoting  scraps  from  a  semi-monthly  review  of  the  Estafette 

relative  to  the  usurper's  new  cabinet. 
Letter  from  the  correspondent  of  the  Messager  Franco-Americain  in  Vera 

Cruz. 
Extract  from  the  Courrier  des  Etats-Unis  of  an  article  from*the  Ere  Nouvelle 

on  the  suppression  of  that  paper  by  the  usurper. 
Decree  of  the  usurper  putting  obstacles  in  the  way  of  publishing  news- 
papers. 
Decree  of  the  usurper  laying  high  taxes  on  real  estate  in  cities. 
Decree  of  the  same  in  regard  to  taxes  on  landed  estates. 
Extract  from  the  Boletiu  de  Noticias  of  Guadalajara,  on  the  assassination 

of  the  Montenegro  young  men,  and  the  want  of  personal  security  in  any 

part  of  the  country  under  the  usurper. 
Circular  of  Don  Jo86  G.  Montenegro  and  wife,  publishing  the  assassination 

of  their  son,  Diego,  for  the  crime  of  having  a  name  respected  by  Mexi- 
can patriots. 
Orders  of  the  usurper  for  a  draft  in  the  cities  of  Mexico,  Puebla,  and 

Queretaro. 
Extract  from  the  DIario  del  Imperio  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  a  pension 

to  the  widow  of  General  Zaragoza. 
Extract  from  the  Pajaro  Yerde,  with  an  article  from  the  Estafette  com: 

menting  on  the  pension. 
Fragment  from  the  Diario  del  Im]>erio,  with  the  names  of  those  arrested 

in  Mexico  and  sent  to  Yucatan  without  trial.' 
Letter  from  Rafael  J.  Garcia,  editor  of  the  Idea  Liberal,  in  Puebla,  givmg 

reliable  information  of  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico. 
Letter  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  containing  information  on  the  condition  of 

things. 
Maximilian's  decrees  appointing  the  French  Generals  Osmont  and  Iriaut 

to  his  cabinet 


No.  1. 

[From  the  Courrier  des  Etats-Unis,  of  New  York,  August  13, 1866.] 

MEXICO. 

Tbe  steamer  Daniel  Webster,  that  left  Vera  Cruz  the  31  st  July,  arrived  at  New  York  the 
^7  before  yesterday.  It  brings  papers  from  the  capital  up  to  the  27th,  containing  very  in- 
ttrestio?  news.  We  borrow  a  summary  of  it  from  the  semi-monthly  review  of  the  Ere 
KoQTelfo. 

MIKISTERIAL  CHANGES. 

Important  resolutions  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  have  been  spoken  of  for  some  time ;  but, 
ifi  mmors  of  this  kind  are  so  often  unfounded,  we  have  thought  best  to  await  the  facts. 

The  rumor  has  at  length  been  realized  under  the  form  of  three  decrees  inserted  in  the 
<*fficial  joumaL  The  first  appoints  General  Osmont,  chief  of  staff  in  the  expeditionary  corps, 
at  nuQister  of  war.  The  second  makes  Intendant  Friant  minister  of  finance.  The  third 
nroresses  the  fomento  department,  and  merges  its  duties  in  that  of  the  interior. 

The  three  decrees  are  accompanied  by  the  following  note:  **To  obtain  a  prompt  and  last* 
i^  peace  in  the  country,  circumstances  require  unity  of  action  and  ideas,  the  only  effica- 
<^iwii  remedy  in  every  crisis,  according  to  the  reports  of  history.  In  order  to  restore  peace 
*od  prosperity,  to  produce  important  changes  for  tbe  better,  the  emperor  requires  perfect 
^oitj;  and  being  convinced  that  the  necessary  guarantee  to  Mexican  society  requires  it,  he 
hx  giren  the  portfolio  of  war  to  the  chief  of  staff  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  and  that  of 
fioaoce  to  tbe  chief  intendant. 

*' These  measures,  coinciding  with  the  mission  of  her  msjesty  the  empress,  wl}l  demon- 
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strate  that  the  (government  agrees  with  its  glorious  allies,  and  does  all  the  nation  could  expect 
to  hasten  the  pacification  of  the  countrj. 

**  If  all  good  Mexicans  will  rally  under  this  banner  of  peace  elevated  by  the  emperor,  for 
eetting  party  dissensions,  which  have  done  so  ranch  harm,  tbe  nation  will  soon  attain  to 
uiat  prosperity  to  which  it  is  destined  by  Providence  and  its  geo^aphical  situation.'* 

General  Osmont  and  Intendant  Friant  possess  those  qualities  best  suited  to  the  success  of 
their  departments.    Mr.  Friant  will  have  the  hardest  task,  but  his  experience  and  firmness 
will  accomplish  what  he  has  undertaken.    The  fact  of  his  accepting  the  office  is  a  proof  that        f 
he  will  discharge  its  duties,  however  difficult  they  may  be.  * 

The  department  of  justice  has  also  been  lessened  to  a  simple  bureau.  | 

The  numbor  of  head  department  are  therefore  reduced  to  three :  Osmont  is  secretary  of        ; 
war,  Friant  of  finance,  and  Salazar  Ilarregui  of  the  interior. 

Unity  of  action  will  only  be  more  easy  and  complete. 


No.  2. 
[From  the  Messager  Franco- Americain,  of  New  York,  August  11,  1866.] 

MEXICO. 
PrifMUe  correspondenu  of  the  Messager, 

Vera  Cruz,  July  21,  1866. 

The  departure  of  the  empress  Charlotte  for  Europe,  in  the  last  French  packet,  has  caused 
great  grief  among  the  people  devoted  to  the  empire.  But  her  departure  has  been  constroed 
into  a  declaration  of  a  desperate  state  of  afiiiirs  in  Mexico  by  the  republicans.  They  have 
vainly  tried  to  conceal  the  true  cause  of  a  voyage  so  dangerous  to  Charlotte,  at  a  time  when 
the  yellow  fever  is  raging  at  Vera  Cruz.  The  Journal  de  TEmpire  vainly  affirms  that  tbe 
Belgian  princess  was  on  a  confidential  mission  to  Europe,  '*  relative  to  the  embarrassed 
finances  of  Mexico ;"  but  everybody  knows  what  these  assertions  are  worth. 

I  must  remark  in  this  place,  that  the  foreign  merchants  in  Vera  Cruz  are  in  despair  at 
seeing  the  empire  waste  away,  as  it  is  doing.  All  the  foreigners,  French,  English,  or  Ger- 
man, are  imperialists ;  onlj^the  North  Americans,  or  Yankees,  as  we  call  them,  are  in  &vor 
of  Juarez  and  the  republic.  With  the  exception  of  some  liberal  and  enlightened  spirits,  tb« 
merchants  have  always  fancied  that  the  empire  alone  could  give  them  order  and  peace,  with- 
out which  trade  is  inipossible.  So,  since  the  fall  of  Maximilian  is  threatened,  I  have  heard 
endless  lamentations  around  me,  particularly  among  my  countrymen.  But  the  native  mer- 
chants are  rubbing  their  hands  in  joy  at  the  prospective  departure  of  the  expeditionary  corps. 
The  former  see  mm  and  disaster,  where  the  latter  foresee  prosperity  and  wealth.  This  is  b**-- 
ci^use  the  foreigners  in  Vera  Cniz,  as  well  as  those  in  Mexico,  have  looked  upon  Mexico  as 
a  conquered  country  ever  since  1862.  Both  hoped  to  get  rich  rapidly  at  the  expense  of  the 
native  population,  relying  upon  the  protection  of  the  authorities,  who  were  always  more 
favorable  to  them  than  to  the  Mexicans.  Intervention  was  a  flagrant  violation  of  popular  ^ 
rights,  and  of  course  it  caused  violations  of  individual  rights.  Now  if  Maximilian  rails,  all  * 
that  will  change;  the  government  will  become  national,  and  will  protect  Mexicans.  That 
is  what  frightens  our  business  men. 

And  besides,  they  fear  the  people — always  restless  in  Mexico — ^will  caU  them  to  an  account 
for  their  sympathies  with  the  foreigner.  Our  people,  in  particular,  are  the  objects  of  the 
lepero's  knife.  Are- they  right  or  wron?  ?  That  is  what  I  will  not  undertake  to  decide :  but 
if  their  fears  are  foimded,  what  a  terrible  responsibility  those  will  have  who  have  excited  the 
popular  passions  by  violating  the  principles  of  sovereignty  and  the  independence  of  the 
ijation !  And  then  those  who  welcomed  the  expedition  in  1861  will  be  tbe  first  to  curse  in- 
tervention. 

Several  regiments  of  the  army  of  occupation  are  to  leave  here  in  October.  The  Ist  and 
3d  zouaves,  the  62d  and  81st  of  the  line,  the  18th  battalion  of  infantry  hunters,  four  squad- 
rons of  African  huntnrs,  one  conmany  of  engineers,  and  two  artilleiy  batteries,  are  mentioned 
as  about  to  quit  the  country  for  France. 

Consequently,  the  expeditionarv  army  will  be  reduced  to  one  division  of  infantry,  six 
cavalry  squadrons,  and  their  artillery  reserves.  The  foreign  legion,  which  is  to  remain  till 
the  last  in  Mexico,  by  tbe  convention  of  Miramar,  has  been  reorganized  and  increased  by  a 
7th  and  8th  battalion.  According  to  the  Miramar  convention,  the  foreign  legion  lent  by 
France  to  Maximilian  was  to  consist  of  only  six  battalions ;  but  the  two  supplementary  bat- 
talions will  not  be  efiective;  they  will  only  be  composed  of  officers  lent  to  Mexico  for  the 
organization  of  the  cazadores  de  Mejico,  national  troops  fashioned  after  our  chasseurs  k  pied. 

According  to  the  projects  of  Marshal  Bazaine,  which  are  not  likely  to  be  carried  out,  the 
cazadores  de  Mejico  will  form  eight  battalions,  commanded  by  leaders  of  French  battalions. 
The  adjutants,  captains,  drill  leaders,  lieutenants,  and  commissary  officers  will  also  be 
French ;  and  to  retain  their  right  to  promotion,  they  will  be  reckoned  in  the  7th  and  8th  bat- 
talions of  the  A)reign  regiment,  consisting  solely  of  officers.  ^^  , 
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No.  3. 
[From  the  Courrier  des  Etats-Unis,  New  York,  Au^nst  13,  1866.] 

INCIDENT  OF  THE  PRESS. 

With  some  reserve,  and  not  without  astonishment,  we  reprinted  on  Saturday  an  extract 
from  a  correspondence  from  Mexico  addressed  to  the  Times,  which  says  the  Ere  Nouvelle 
and  the  Sociedad  were  suspended  for  one  month  for  publishing  a  criticism  upon  the  Mexican 
expedition,  taken  from  the  Courrier  des  Etats-Unis.  We  have  p^uessed  the  riddle ;  it  is  about 
an  article  we  took  from  a  Paris  paper— not  a  criticism  by  the  Courrier  editor — without  as- 
saming  any  responsibility  for  it,  bat  as  a  piece  of  history  of  the  Mexican  expedition.  Here 
is  the  article : 

'*  According  to  the  Paris  Presse  the  emperor  Maximilian  has  once  more  required  the  finan- 
cial assistance  of  France,  declaring  his  intention  to  abdicate  if  it  is  refused.  The  French  gov- 
ernment should  have  rejected  the  Mexican  emperor*s  demand,  and  ordered  Marshal  Bazaine 
to  call  a  convention  of  the  people  in  case  of  Maximilian's  abdication." 

The  New  Era  published  the  above  on  the  10th  of  July,  with  the  following  comments : 

"If  the  paragraph  had  originated  in  an  American  paper  it  would  not  have  attracted  any 
notice;  but  coming  from  a  French  journal,  it  excites  much  astonishment." 

The  following  notice  was  served  on  Mr.  Masseras  on  the  12th : 

*  Mexico,  July  12,  1866. 

Tie  paragraph  in  your  paper  of  the  10th  instant,  taken  from  the  Courrier  des  Etats-Unis, 
oripaally  from  the  Paris  Presse,  contains  an  alarming  falsehood.  By  its  publication  you 
violate  article  three,  section  second,  of  the  law  of  the  10th  of  April,  18t)5,  regulating  the 
press. 

Therefore,  the  civil  prefect,  by  superior  order,  instructs  me  to  serve  this  second  notice  on 
TOO,  to  be  inserted  on  the  first  page  of  the  next  number  of  your  paper,  which  you  will  sus- 
pend for  one  month,  according  to  article  twenty  of  the  law  above  quoted. 

CARLOS  ZAVALA, 
Secretary  General  of  the  Prefecture. 

The  New  Era  bad  beeji  notified  only  the  day  previous  for  publishing  false  news.  Instead 
of  lerving  a  warning  upon  the  editor,  as  should  have  been  done  accordiug  to  the  law  quoted, 
the  severest  penalty  was  imposed  upon  the  paper.  But  that  omission  gave  Mr.  Masseras  the 
chince  to  have  the  order  of  suspension  couutermauded,  which  was  done. 


No.  4. 


We  have  received  files  of  the  Diario  del  Imperio  to  the  18th  of  May. 
The  following  decree  concerning  the  establishment  of  newspapers  has  been  issued  by 
Maximilian: 

*^  Article  1.  For  the  establishment  of  any  newspaper  or  publication  which  is  to  start  at 
&  fixed  time  or  otherwise,  and  is  to  be  engaged  in  public  affairs,  the  permission  of  the  authori- 
ties  will  be  required — this  being  only  granted  by  our  government,  and,  as  our  delegates,  by 
the  iaiperial  commission  or  the  prefect. 
''Dor  minister  of  government  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree. 
"Given  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  the  Gth  day  of  May,  1866. 

••MAXIMILIAN. 
*'  For  the  emperor : 

**The  Minister  of  Government, 

••  Jo86  Salazar  Ilarregul" 


No.  5. 

MAXIMILIAN,   EMPEROR  OF  MEXICO. 

Having  heard  onr  council  of  ministers,  we  decree : 

Abticle  I.  Direct  taxes  on  real  estate,  in  town  or  country,  shall  be  collected  in  proportion 
to  its  production  or  income  solely,  and  not  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  capital  invested. 

Article  2.  The  quota  of  taxation  will  be  the  sixth  part  of  the  net  income  of  such  prop- 
^7>  when  situated  in  the  city,  and  the  seventh  when  situated  in  the  country,  and  it  must 
be  paid  in  three  instalments,  each  in  advance,  viz :  one-third  in  the  first  ten  days  of  Jann- 
try.  one-third  in  the  firat  ten  days  of  May,  and  the  remaining  third  in  the  first  ten  days  of 
8<^teinber  of  each  year.  *^  j 
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Article  3.  To  ascertain  the  net  income,  the  rent  which  the  property  ought  to  produce 
shall  be  taken  for  snch,  deducting,  in  case  it  is.  situated  in  the  city,  15  per  cent,  on  **  houses 
of  the  neighborhood/*  (eoias  devecindad^)  and  10  per  cent,  on  all  others. 
.  Article  4.  By  houses  of  the  neighborhood,  for  the  purposes  of  the  preceding  artides,  are 
to  be  understood  those  which  contain  more  than  three  tenants  within  the  same  entrance  or 
exterior  door,  not  including  rooms  which  have  separate  entrances  from  the  street,  {accesso- 
Hat,)  Houses  not  embrac^  in  this  description  ^U  not  be  taken  as  houses  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, (casas  de  veeitidad, )  • 

Article  5.  The  income  which  city  real  estate  should  produce  is  the  amount  of  money  for 
which  it  is  rented;  and  if  not  rented  at  the  time,  the  amount  for  which  it  last  rented. 

Arucle  6.  In  cases  "where  the  proprietor  is  the  occupant  of  the  property,  an  equitable 
sum  shall  be  fixed  upon,  which  shall  serve,  instead  of  the  rent,  as  a  basis  of  taxation. 

Article  7.  The  tax  being  levied  directly  upon  the  property,  no  sub-letting  will  be  taken 
into  consideration,  the  proprietor  being  taxed  solely  on  the  rent  he  receives  from  the  tenant 
with  whom  he  deals. 

Article  8.  The  net  income  of  property  in  the  country  which  is  rented  at  the  time,  or 
which  has  been  rented  the  next  preceding  year,  will  be  the  total  amount  of  the  rent. 

Article  9.  Where  such  property  in  the  country  is  either  not  actually  rent^  at  the  time, 
or  has  not  been  rented  the  year  next  preceding,  the  net  income  shedl  be  taken  to  be  what  re- 
mains to  the  proprietor  of  the  total  proceeds,  afler  deducting  the  expenses  of  cultivation, 
harvesting,  and  preservation. 

Article  10.  The  proprietor  shall  file  in  the  register's  office  a  declaration  of  the  amount 
of  the  net  income  thus  ascertained  ^  but  the  office,  when  the  amount  in  the  declaration  appears 
too  small,  may  estimate  it  anew,  and,  for  this  purpose,  may  require  the  proprietor  to  submit 
to  examination  his  book-balances  and  other  documents  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  truth. 

Article  11.  Country  real  estate  shall  be  understood  to  mean  all  land,  with  or  without  a 
house,  within  or  without  the  lines  of  a  poblacioH^  on  which  any  species  of  agriculture  is 
carried  on  for  purpofie  of  profit. 

Article  12.  Haciendas  producing  metals,  salt,  or  sugar  will  be  taxed  like  the  country 
property  just  above  mentioned. 

Article  13.  The  property  desig^ted  in  the  following  classification  will  be  alone  exempt 
firom  taxation: 

1.  National  property. 

2.  Municipal  propertv  occupied  gratis  in  the  municipal  service. 

3.  Palaces  of  archbisnops,  bishops,  and  houses  of  curates  not  belonging  to  private  indi- 
viduals. 

4.  Temples  of  any  worship  whatsoever  and  the  houses  appertaining,  inhabited  gratis  by 
its  ministers,  recognized  by  the  state. 

5.  Those  occupied  gratis  by  establishments  of  public  beneficence  or  instruction,  which  do 
not  belong  to  individuals  who  receive  rent  for  them.  Real  estate  belonging  to  a  private  i^ 
dividual  who  receives  rent  for  it,  though  it  should  be  occupied  for  the  public  service  or  eccles^ 
astical  purposes,  or  those  of  instruction  or  beneficence,  will,  nevertheless,  be  subject  to  taxation. 

6.  Edifices  occupied  gratuitously  by  civil  or  ecclesiastical  corporations  authorijsed  or  tole- 
rated by  the  state. 

7.  Lands  or  edifices  which  b;^  special  law  have  been  exempted  from  taxation  for  a  limited 
time,  while  within  the  time  of  fultilling  the  conditions  annexed  by  the  law  of  the  exemption. 

Article  14.  When  the  owner  of  an  estate  acknowledges,  by  a  special  hypothecation  of 
the  same,  a  sum  of  money  for  which  he  must  pay  interest,  whether  by  instalments,  irregular 
deposits,  or  in  any  other  mode  whatsoever,  the  said  owner  shall  pay  for  tax  the  sixth  or  seventh 
part  of  the  rent,  according  to  its  being  town  or  country  property ;  but  he  shall  discount  to 
him  entitled  to  receive  said  interest  an  equal  amount  to  that  which  he  shall  have  paid. 

Article  15.  All  exceptions  hitherto  made  in  favor  of  capital  are  hereby  revoked,  and  the 
proprietors  will  pay  the  tax,  devoting  thereto  one-sixth  of  their  income  from  this  source ;  this 
whether  devoted  heretofore  to  beneficence,  public  instruction,  the  national  or  municipal 
treasury,  religious  endowments,  or  any  other  object  formerly  excepted. 

Article  16.  No  judge  nor  authority  nor  public  functionary  shall  entertain  any  representa- 
tion or  memorial,  nor  shall  any  notary  public  or  clerk  authenticate  any  document,  relative  to 
the  rights  which  any  owner  may  claim  to  exercise,  unless  he  can  show  a  receipt  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  taxes,  as  above  prescribed,  up  to  the  latest  date.  When  produced,  the  original 
receipt  will  be  returned  to  the  owner,  after  having  appended  to  the  memorial  or  authentica- 
tion a  simple  copy  of  the  same,  certified  to  be  conect  by  the  judge,  authority,  or  notary 
public. 

Article  17.  As  soon  as  the  tax  ordained  by  this  decree  shall  go  into  operation  in  any  place, 
all  former  laws  for  the  taxation  of  real  estate  are  thereby  repealed,  except  that  of  the  3Uth  of 
April  for  the  draining  of  Mexico,  and  the  municipal  laws. 

Article  18.  The  tax  of  the  drainage  will  continue  to  be  collected  as  at  present,  via:  one- 
tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

Given  in  Mexico,  May  26, 18C6. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DDPLOMATIC  COBBESPONDENCE.  241 

No.  6. 

MAXIMILIAN,  EMPEROR  OF  MEXICO. 

Having  beard  our  council  of  ministers,  we  decree : 

Article  1.  All  cultivated  lands  in  the  country  will  pay  annually,  besides  the  tax  on  their 
annual  production,  a  half  real  for  every  35,112  metres  square,  or  50,000  varas  square,  con- 
tained in  the  whole  of  their  area. 

Article  2.  The  cultivated  lands  whose  area  does  not  amount  to  50,000  varas  square,  will 
pay  a  half  real,  whatever  their  extent 

Article  3.  In  the  contemplation  of  the  preceding  articles  are  included  lands  in  common, 
and  all  rural  cultivated  lands  of  corporations,  communities,  and  pueblos  which  have  not 
been  redaoed  to  private  appropriation  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  25th  June,  1H56,  and  whidi 
have  the  character  of  being  legitimately  possessed  in  common,  in  conformity  to  the  law  cited. 
Article  4.  Within  two  months  after  the  publication  of  this  law  in  the  capital  of  anv  dis- 
trict, the  poeaessors  of  country  cultivated  lands  situated  in  its  territory  will  deposit  m  the 
office  of  registry  of  direct  taxation  of  the  same  distiict  a  declaration  setting  forth  the  land  or 
laads  that  they  possess,  with  the  area  which  the^  comprehend,  aiid  their  situation  and  name, 
if  they  hare  any.  In  the  office  of  registry  a  register  will  be  kept,  in  which  will  be  recorded 
all  these  declarations ;  a  certificate  of  having  done  so  being  given  to  the  parties  concerned, 
w^  an  insertion  of  an  extract  from  the  register. 
Article  5.  At  the  expiration  of  the  two  months  above.mentioned,  all  lands  not  declared, 

m  above  preecribed,  wUl  be  considered  wild  and  unappropriated,  and  the  agents  of  the 

administration  will  proceed  to  take  possession,  handing  them  over  to  the  minister  of  fomento 

to  dispose  of  them  as  he  may  see  proper. 
Article  6.  When  in  the  opinion  of  the  agents  of  the  office  the  area  of  the  limd  has  been 

underestimated  in  the  declaration,  a  survey  shall  be  ordered,  and  the  excess  of  land  above 

the  esdmate  shall  be  also  declared  unappropriated.    In  this  case  the  expenses  of  the  survey 

shall  be  defrayed  by  the  owner. 
Articlb  7.  If,  Mter  declaration  made  as  aforesaid,  the  possessors  of  the  land  should  havs 

it  surveyed,  and  should  it  result  that  the  area  as  set  forth  in  the  declaration  was  greater  than 

that  actually  possessed,  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  on  the  excess  will  be  refuuded. 
Article  8.  The  lands  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  minister  of  fomento  for  alienation  on 

seeooni  of  the  owners,  on  the  same  terms  adcpted  by  the  government  for  the  alienation  of 

unappropriated  lands  of  the  territory  in  which  they  find  themselves  located,  shall  be  exempt 

from  this  tax. 
Article  9.  In  order  to  be  entitled  to  the  exemption  referred  to  in  the  preceding  article  it 

viU  be  required : 

1.  To  pre'tent  the  minister  of  fomento  with  a  formal  map  of  the  estate  of  which  the  lands 
plaoed  at  the  disposition  of  the  minister  form  a  part. 

2.  On  the  said  map  the  lands  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  minister  must  be  distinctly  and 
definitely  delineated. 

Article  10.  This  tax  must  be  paid  every  six  months  in  advance,  and  it  will  go  into  ope* 
mion  on  the  date  of  its  publication. 
Given  in  Mexico,  26th  May,  1H66. 


No.  7. 

[From  the  Boletin  de  Noticias,  QuadaU^'ara,  June  30,  1866.  ] 

social  guarantees. 

We  tske  the  following  paragraph  from  a  letter  dated  Zapotlan,  23d  instant : 

Gieirorio  Contreras  died  day  before  yesterday,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  from  a  shot 
W  received  the  evening  previous  at  the  hands  of  Kafael  Chavez,  in  Parota  street,  leading  to 
Oehos  Vasqnea*8  farm,  because  Contreras  would  not  fight  him.  a  t^ 

On  the  same  day,  and  almost  at  the  same  hour,  men  from  this  city,  Zapotiltic,  and  Tux- 
psa,  caught  up  with  Diego  and  Matias  Montenegro,  Faustino  Ugarte,  and  Rosaho  Vazquez, 
netrlecalitlau,  and  fired  upon  them  with  muskets.  Matias  Montenegro,  son  of  tbe  late 
Mijisl  Montenegro,  was  kUled.  Diego  then  dismounted,  and  goingup  to  his  enemies  begged 
fee  fife  tm  he  could  make  out  his  innocence.  He  was  on  his  knees,  with  his  hat  in  his  hanO, 
when  they  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot.  The  other  two  young  men  had  the  luck  to  ««c^P« 
with  thai  Uves,  This  occurrence  is  well  known  here,  and  has  caused  m";^  *^5'^™-  ^^ 
▼«itigmtion  has  been  made.    The  man  who  committed  the  deed  is  named  wilindo.      ^^ 

Beiiable  persons  have  given  us  the  parUculars  of  the  above  occurrence,    l^iego  wnie. 
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negro,  son  of  old  Colonel  Joe^  Montenegro,  was  not  over  sixteen ;  he  was  going  ont  to  work 
with  his  cousin  Matias,  a  little  older,  at  a  farm  belonging  to  the  latter. 

Their  morder  was  of  the  most  atrocions  character,  and  we  can  readily  imagine  tlie  conster- 
nation it  caused  in  Zapotlan.  When  the  citizens  find  that  neither  their  lives  nor  their  prop- 
erty is  safe  from  those  who  ought  to  defend  them,  all  confidence  is  lost,  and  society  must 
lapse  into  a  savage  state. 

Jalisco  has  had  the  sad  privilege  of  witnessing  sanguinary  sights  of  that  kind  for  some 
time  past ;  and  we  now  have  to  add  the  Montenegro  young  men  to  the  names  of  Mnrillo, 
Llamas,  Merino,  and  Alcaraz.  The  evil  increases  instead  of  diminishing.  Why  is  this  ? 
We  will  boldly  say,  it  is  because  the  guilty  are  not  punished.  Society  is  shocked  at  this 
shedding  of  innocent  blood,  and  each  one  awaits  his  turn  to  be  sacrificed. 

To  give  a  just  idea  of  what  is  passing  in  those  unhappy  towns,  let  us  glance  at  the  past 
Last  month  we  spoke  of  the  atrocious  and  unjust  murder  of  Trinidad  Alcaraz,  near  Zapotlao. 
After  the  Payaso  had  mentioned  the  event,  the  prefect  of  Colima  pretended  to  investigate  the 
affair.  Here  is  the  reply  of  the  sub-prefect  of  Zapotlan,  taken  from  the  official  paper  (^ 
Colima: 

•  Civil  Sub-prefecture  op  Zapotlan, 

•*Jime6,1866-No.  512. 

"  Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  note  of  the  4th  instant,  in  which  you  state  your  attentktn 
has  been  called  to  the  mention  of  the  murder  of  Trinidad  Alcaraz,  in  No.  4  of  the  Payaso. 
In  reply,  I  inform  you  that  on  the  24th  of  April  I  received  a  communication  from  the  alcalde 
of  Tamazula,  saying  that  on  the  night  of  the  17th  he  received  a  despatch  from  the  com- 
mander of  the  imperial  officers  at  Matacristos  and  Alverea,  and  from  Commissioner  Reyes 
Diaz,  saying,  as  he  went  in  pursuit  of  the  robbers,  Trinidad  Alcaraz  came  out  and  attadted 
them  with  the  robbers.  Two  of  the  civil  officers  were  killed  and  several  wounded.  The 
robbers  then  shut  themselves  up  in  Trinidad  Aicaraz's  house.  The  next  day  Reyes  IMas 
came  and  besieged  it.  Manuel  Alcaraz  was  ordered  to  g^ve  up  his  son,  which  was  done. 
Now  as  he  was  in  league  with  the  robbers,  and  had  been  the  accomplice  of  the  robbers  in 
their  plunders  and  assassination,  even  before  the  war,  and  had  frequently  been  in  jail  for 
murder,  and  only  got  off  by  his  great  influence,  it  was  decided  to  shoot  him  on  the  spot  The 
alcalde  was  opposed  to  such  summary  proceedings,  and  started  with  the  prisoner  to  Tama- 
zula. On  the  road  he  was  attacked  by  an  ambuscade,  and  Trinidad  Alcaraz  was  killed. 
Reyes  Diaz  told  the  alcalde  he  was  a  poUce  commissioner,  appointed  by  the  prefect  of  Guad- 
alajara, and  be  bad  the  power  to  dispose  of  all  such  criminals  in  a  summary  way.  An 
investigation  of  the  affair  was  commenced  the  next  day  in  Tamazula,  and  it  has  not  been 
finished  yet. 

**  All  of  which  I  communicate  to  you  for  your  information.    G^od  grant  you  many  years. 

"MIGUEL  ROBLEDO, 

''District  Sub'prrfeeL 

**The  Superior  Prefect  of  the  Department  of  Colima." 

From  the  above  communication  it  is  evident  Alcaraz  was  shot  in  cold  clood,  and  we  an 
tempted  to  inquire  in  what  kind  of  society  we  are  living.  After  this  we  have  nothing  more 
to  say ;  the  facts  are  eloquent. 

Colonel  Montenegro  has  our  most  sincere  condolence.  In  less  than  three  years  he  has  lost 
three  of  his  sons  by  violence.  We  sympathize  with  him  in  his  grief,  and  pray  for  the  eternal 
repose  of  young  Diego's  soul. 

After  the  above  was  written  we  saw  another  letter  from  Zapotlan,  from  which  we  take  the 
following : 

"  As  Uregorio  Contreras.was  returning  from  his  farm  last  night  he  was  attacked  and  mur- 
dered near  the  city  by  Rafael  Chavez,  one  of  the  police  appointed  by  Robledo.  The  assassin 
has  not  yet  been  arrested,  though  a  warrant  has  been  issued,  and  he  is  still  in  the  place. 
Robledo  and  Chavez  were  personal  enemies  of  the  deceased ;  the  former  hated  him  because 
he  was  a  liberal,  and  the  latter  had  a  priv.ite  grudge  against  him." 

This  letter  says  the  Montenegro  boys  were  going  to  Tecalitlan  to  buy  cattle  when  they 
were  murdered. 


No.  8. 

OBITVARY. 


Guadalajara,  June  39, 1866. 
J.  Guadalupe  Montenegro  and  wife  inform  you,  with  profound  grief,  that  their  son  Diego, 
ag«d  sixteen  years  and  five  months,  was  murdered  and  robbed,  on  the  Slst  of  this  month,  hy 
order  of  the  chief  authority  of  Zapotlan,  for  no  other  t-rinie  thjin  being  named  Montenegro. 

They  beg  you  to  pray  God  for  the  eternal  repose  of  his  soul,  and  the  proieciion  of  the  lives 
and  property  of  us  unfortunate  Mexicans. 
(Printed  by  Brambila.)  ^^  - 
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No.  9. 

ORDER  OF  A  CONSCRIPTION. 

By  order  of  the  f^overnment  measures  have  been  taken  in  reference  to  a  partial  conscrip- 
tion, accorcling  to  the  law  of  the  21st  of  November,  which  institutes  conscription,  the  basis 
of  the  military  organization  of  Europe. 

The  following  is  the  circular  whicn  this  prefectura  has  published : 

Prefectura  Politica  of  the  District  of  the  Valley  op  Mexico, 

Mexico,  June  6,  1866. 

The  ministry  of  gobemacion,  under  date  of  yesterday,  has  addressed  to  this  prefectura  the 
following  communication : 

His  majesty  the  emperor  has  decided  that,  in  accordance  with  articles  2d  and  12th  of  the 
Iftw  of  the  Ist  of  November,  1865,  the  partial  conscription,  on  the  terms  therein  prescribed, 
shall  be  proceeded  with.  This  conscription  is  designed  to  call  into  service  a  certam  number 
of  men  necessary  to  the  reorganization  of  several  companies.  The  following  is  the  basis 
determined  on: 

On  Sunday,  the  15th  of  July  of  the  present  year,  a  draft  for  2,300  men  will  take  place  in 
the  capital  of  the  district  of  the  Valley  of  Mexico  and  in  the  capitals  of  the  districts  of 
Puebla  and  Queretaro.  ' 

2.  The  ci^  of  Mexico  will  furnish  1,449  men,  Puebla  1,543,  and  Queretaro  345. 

3.  The  said  towns  will  be  exempted  from  the  general  conscription  which  will  soon  take 
place  throughout  the  empire. 

The  draft  will  take  place  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  the  Ist  of  No- 
TMnber,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  this  to  your  excellency,  in  order  that  the  necessary  orders  ■ 
nay  be  transmitted  to  the  respective  authorities,  according  to  the  decision  of  his  majesty, 
and  to  request  that  you  will  send  me  a  copy  of  these  orders  for  the  information  and  action,  it' ; 
necessary,  of  the  ministry  under  mv  charge. 

Tm  Minister  of  Oohemacion^ 

SALAZAR  ILARREGUI.— (L'i:«(<y/etf«.) 


No.  10. 

PENSION  TO  THE  FAMILY  OF  GENERAL  ZARAGOZA. 

The  Diario  del  Imperio  of  yesterday  says : 

**The  widow  of  General  Zaragoza  has  received  a  pension,  which  she  justly  deserved,  in  ^ 
virtue  (rf  an  existing  law  that  has  never  been  repealea.    His  majesty  could  not  be  so  unjust 
as  to  refuse  a  support  to  orphans. 

"This  act  is  just  because  it  is  according  to  law,  and  generous  because  it  is  relief  to  an 
uifbrtunate  fanuly.    It  has  given  offence  politicallv,  wmch  should  not  have  been,  as  his  . 
cujesty's  sentiments  for  his  gtorious  allies,  the  French,  are  well  known. 

"It  is  judging  Ul  of  France  to  think  she  will  be  displeased  with  an  act  of  justice  which 
is  helping  a  widow  with  a  family.  This  great  nation,  that  has  given  so  many  noble  exam- 
ples ii  generosity  to  its  enemies,  will  never  deny  justice  to  the  relatives  of  a  man  with  whom  . 
It  has  contended.  If  it  is  necessarv  to  g^ve  examples,  we  will  remind  you  that  the  Bourbon 
eoTtrnment  granted  a  pension  for  life  to  Robespierre's  sister,  and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  gives  a  splendid  pension  to  the  Emir  Abd  el  Kader,  who  fought  against  France 
for  seventeen  vears. 

''So  it  will  be  noble  to  let  this  question  rest,  as  it  only  acknowledges  the  right  of  a  widow 
protected  by  the  laws  of  the  land.  * 


No.  11. 
[From  El  Pajaro  Verde,  Mexico,  June,  1866.] 

A  FALSE  STEP. 

lie  Eitafette  gives  the  above  title  to  the  ratification  of  the  pension  voted  by  the  rebels 
in  tfaiir  congress  to  the  family  of  Don  Ignacio  Zaragoza,  a  notice  of  which  was  pubUshed 
io  the  Sociedad.  The  Estafette  hopes  it  is  a  mistake,  and  that  the  publication  wul  be  con- 
tradicted, and  then  makes  these  comments : 

**  If  it  were  a  private  charity  no  attention  would  be  paid  to  it;  nobody  would  object  in  the 
Wt;  but  the  publicity  of  the  affair  shows  it  has  a  political  signification,  and  each  one  in- 
terprets it  after  his  own  fashion.    The  Juarists  say : 

'' '  If  Maximilian  by  this  means  to  confess  that  General  Zaragoza  was  well-deserving  of 
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his  conntry  becsnse  ho  resisted  the  foreign  invaders,  why  does  he  continue  to  make  war  ob 
Juarez,  and  treat  as  rebels  those  who  are  now  following  the  patriotic  traditions  of  the  de- 
fender of  Pnebla  7  Zaragoza  would  have  fuught  against  him  just  as  he  did  a^inet  Lorences. 
The  gfnerars  glory  is  our  heritage,  and  we  scorn  the  alms  given  to  his  widow.  We  must 
'tremble  now,  when  they  seek  to  conquer  us  with  pensions  !* 

**The  conservatives,  on  their  part,  make  the  following  remarks: 

'* '  As  the  government  raises  this  monument  to  the  memory  of  Zaragoza,  and  publicly  pro- 
claims him  worthy  of  the  nation's  gratitude,  we  who  called  for  intervention,  and  chose  Maxi- 
milian as  emperor  of  Mexico,  we  w^bo  support  different  men  and  entertain  different  opinioDS, 
we  must  be  the  rascally  traitors !     Nothing  should  be  given  to  him  who  renounces  a  cause! 

*' '  As  to  the  red  breeches,  they  thought  it  the  strongest  investment  that  could  be  made  of 
money  lent  by  the  French  treasury  to  the  Mexican  government.'  '* 

The  Estafette  concludes  by  declaring^  the  grant  a  false  step,  that  should  not  have  been 
taken  till  the  enemy  was  conquered.  It  says ;  "The  challenge  was  accepted ;  war  was  de- 
clared and  is  now  being  waged ;  the  trumpet  has  sounded,  and  no  friendly  feeling  or  impos- 
sible compromise  must  be  mentioned  till  the  contest  is  over." 

The  echo  of  tliat  declaration  of  tho  Estafette  will  be  heard  for  many  years  to  come. 


No.  12. 

PERSONS  ARRESTED. 

The  Diario  del  Imperio  says :  The  government  has  ordered  the  arrest  of  the  following  per- 
sons, disturbers  of  public  peace  and  order,  in  conformity  with  article  77  of  the  statutes: 

Feliciano  Chavarria,  General  Jos6  Rojo,  Mr.  Kampherr,  Pedro  Echavarria,  Aagostin 
Cruz,  Augustin  Zires,  (general,)  Manuel  Sf.  Pnente,  Juan  Mateoe,  Ignacio Ramirez,  General 
Jo8^  de  la  Parra,  Manuel  Parada,  Gabriel  M.  Islas,  Antonio  M.  Zamacona,  Padre  Ordones, 
Jose  M.  Arroyo,  Joaquin  Alcalde,  and  J.  A.  Gamboa. 


No.  13. 

PUEBLA,  July  20,  1366. 
Respected  Sir  :  *  *  *  •  * 

The  Austrian  army  has  been  recently  organized  here  and  merged  into  the  Mexican  armj. 
The  men  are  allowed  to  choose  their  arms  *,  $25  bounty  is  offered  to  every  soldier  when  be 
enlists,  and  the  same  sum  is  given  when  his  time  is  out  to  pay  his  expenses  homo,  if  he  does 

not^hoot-e  to  remain  in  Mexico;  but  if  he  remains  land  is  given  to  him. 

•  *••••• 

The  circular  letter  of  the  Montenegro  family,  in  Guadalajara,  the  original  of  which  I  send 
you,  with  the  fioletin  de  Guadalajara,  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  true  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico. 
The  Sociedad  published  the  document  and  got  a  warning  for  it,  and  is  now  suspended  for  a 
month  for  publishing  a  paragraph  taken  from  the  Coorrier  of  New  York,  that  took  it  from 
the  Paris  Presse.     It  wanted  to  supply  its  suppression  by  a  Boletin,  but  only  one  number 

was  printed. 

•  •••••• 

The  Noticioso  and  the  Diablo  Predicador,  of  Vera  Cruz,  have  been  suppressed ;  and  it  is 
thought  that  in  less  than  a  month  there  will  be  no  other  papers  in  the  country  than  Btench 
and  official  journals. 

Tlie  following  persons  have  been  arrested  in  Mexico  and  transported  to  Yucatan  withoat 
any  reasons  for  the  act: 

Ignacio  Ramirez,  Joacjuin  Alcalde,  Manuel  S.  Parada,  Gabriel  M.  Islas,  Juan  Mateos, 
Pedro  Efhevenia,  Antonio  Zamacona,  Manuel  Morales  Puente,  Jos^  Miguel  Arroyo,  Gen- 
erals Augustin  Zires,  John  Kamper.  Feliciano  Chavarria,  Jos6  Maria  Rojo,  Augustin  Crux, 
Jos6  Parra,  and  Priest  Ordonez.  These  prisoners  arrived  at  Puebla  on  the  17th,  at  mid- 
night, in  two  coaches,  escorted  by  militia,  and  continued  their  journey  in  a  few  hours.  Thej 
were  kept  t\  the  Conception  military  prison,  and  were  not  permitted  to  see  anybody.        *  ' 

The  escort  had  orders  to  shoot  any  that  attempted  to  escape,  or  any  who  might  try  to 
rescue  them.  It  i»  said  seventy  others,  whose  names  are  down  in  Mexico,  will  soon  follow 
these,  and  forty -eight  leave  here  to-day  with  the  escort  for  Yucatan.  They  are  the  insurgents 
of  the  Palma  ward,  and  those  who  stoned  the  tables  set  out  for  the  draft.  The  government 
of  this  city  has  followed  the  example  of  the  capital,  and  ordered  the  arrest  of  many  persons 
here,  and  I  am  among  the  first.  •»•*•• 

Those  ordered  to  be  arrested  at  the  same  tiiM  with  me  are,  most  of  them,  in  prison,  aad 
will  soon  be  on  their  way  to  Yucatan. 

•  *^  *  *  «  «  « 

The  liberals  seized  the  garrison  of  Papantla  as  you  know«  and  took  po^ession  of  the 
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town.  A  Golumn  of  500  men,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  was  sent  to  recover  it  The 
liberals  allowed  them  to  come  in,  and  then  sarrounded  them,  and  forced  them  to  surrender, 
takiBg  all  their  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions.  The  officers  of  the  traitors  were  shot, 
the  Austriaus  were  kept  in  prison,  and  the  common  soldiers  were  released. 

I  may  be  excused  for  calling  your  attention  to  the  situation  of  the  country  where  there  is 
DO  national  government,  but  one  forced  upon  the  people  by  French  bayonets.  There  is  no 
freedom  of  thg  press ;  no  (tersonal  security ;  no  guarantees  of  auy  kind.  Everybody  is  per- 
secuted; anarchy  and  tyranny  prevail  every  where.     It  is  not  stmuffe  that  the  country  is 

excited — that  an  eruption  is  breaking  out  which  will  cost  much  blood  and  many  tears. 

•  •  «•  «  «  • 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

RAFAEL  J.  GARCIA. 
Mr.  Matias  Romero,  in  Washington, 


No.  14. 
[Prom  the  New  York  Tribune  of  August  16,  1866.  J 

City  op  Mexico,  July  20,  1866. 

Grpat  excitement  has  been  occasioned  in  all  the  principal  cities  by  the  order  for  a  draft  to 
fill  up  the  imperialist  army.  The  modes  of  raising  troops  under  the  republic  were  voluntary 
eolislment  or  /era,  which  latter  process,  resembung  tne  old  English  impressment  for  the 
naval  service,  was  merely  the  sending  out  of  an  armed  force  and  making  a  general,  indis- 
criminate "  gobble  up  *'  of  every  able-bodied  male,  to  put  him  incontinently  into  the  ranks— 
to  run  away,  of  course,  on  the  first  suitable  occasion.  In  lieu  of  this  system,  the  emperor 
decreed  a  drafl  or  conscription,  by  lot,  with  the  usual  provisions  for  exemption,  and  also  one 
for  paying  four  hundred  collars  to  the  government  for  a  substitute  for  a  drafted  man.  Neither 
fighting  nor  paying  money  being  a  favorite  occupation  with  Mexican  townspeople,  a  stam- 
pede fitom  the  towns  to  the  mountains  or  other  hiaing  places  had  begun.  A  journal  \>f  Que- 
retaro  states  that  it  was  so  general  in  that  city,  among  all  classes,  that  on  the  day  appointed 
for  the  draft  probably  none  but  the  exempts  would  be  left.  A  like  exodus  had  commenced 
m  Mexico  ana  Puebla,  as  the  15th  of  July  had  been  announced  as  the  day  on  which  the  lot- 
tery for  the  honor  of  bearing  arms  was  to  come  off.  Before  that  day  arrived  it  was  postponed, 
and  finally  the  official  Diano  of  the  19th  declared  that  the  entire  draft  had  been  indefinitely 
postponed  as  *  *  unnecessary. "  The  announcement  contains  may  pretty  reflections  on  the  glory 
of  defending  one's  country,  and  the  equity  and  advantages  of  a  draft ;  but  says  that  inas- 
much as  the  authorities  in  the  province  had  represented  to  the  emperor  that  the  rural  guards, 
already  disciplined,  sufficed  for  the  desired  increase  of  the  army,  the  draft  would  only  give 
them  raw  troops  in  greater  numbers  than  the  service  required. 

The  Estafette  gave  publicity  to  some  strange  rumors  in  reference  to  General  Almonte, 
formerly  the  chief  of  the  mouarcbicalparty  in  Mexico,  and  bead  of  the  regency  prior  to 
Maximilian's  arrival  in  the  country.  These  rumors  were  that  the  general,  on  his  way  last 
winter  to  France,  as  Mexican  ambassador  to  that  country,  called  on  Santa  Anna  at  St. 
Thomas,  and  had  a  protracted  interview  with  the  exiled  chieftain,  the  result  of  which  was  a 
secret  union  of  those  two  former  bitter  enemies,  with  a  view  to  dethroning  Maximilian.  The 
official  Diario  of  July  17  noticed  in  a  few  lines  these  rumors,  and  queerly  adds:  **  We  can 
tffirm  that  we  know  of  no  foundation  for  any  such  reports."  One  of  its  cotemporaries  calls 
attention  to  the  singular  wording  of  this  denial,  and  adds:  **  Until  the  Diario  shall  have 
said  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  reports,  we  incline  to  believe  them." 

It  has  long  been  known  to  those  acquainted  with  Mexican  affairs  that  Almonte  was  very 
ditiatisfied.  He  had  received  from  the  emperor  Maximilian  high  court  positions,  but  seemed 
to  be  excluded  from  employments  of  real  power  and  influence,  until  his  recent  appointment 
■a  ambassador  to  Louis  Napoleon.  There  is  also,  we  believe,  no  doubt  that  on  his  way  to 
Paris  be  aud  General  Brincourt,  of  the  French  army  in  Mexico,  paid  Santa  Anna  a  long  visit. 

Private  advices  received  in  this  city  state  that  Almonte's  desertion  of  the  emperor  and 
complicity  with  Santa  Anna  were  generally  believed  in  well-informed  circles  in  that  city, 
ud  at  one  time  it  was  expected  that  a  decree  would  appear  depriving  him  of  his  employ- 
BMots  and  outlawing  him.  It  was  further  asserted  that  ne  had  used  his  posirion  at  Paris  to 
infioence  the  French  Emperor  against  Maximilian ;  that  his  intrigues  had  been  disclosed  to 
the  empress  Carlotta  in  a  letter  from  no  less  a  personage  than  the  Empress  Eugenie,  whe 
iMlviced  her  sister  of  Mexico  to  counteract  them  in  person  ;  and  that  tbbt  letter  occasioned 
the  abmpt  departure  of  the  latter  for  Paris  during  the  absence  of  Marshal  Bazaine  on  his 
jouraey  to  northern  Mexico,  aud  without  consulting  the  wishes  or  opinions  of  the  French. 
Thfi  Mrxican  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Senor  de  Castillo,  accompanied  the  empress  Car- 
lotta on  her  European  journey. 

The  same  numfcer  of  the  Diario  gives  a  list  of  persons  arrested  in  the  city  of  Mexico  on 
'^uly  15,  on  the  charge  of  conspiring  to  disturb  the  public  peace  and  order.    Their  names 
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are  as  follows :  Geoerals  Jo86  Rojo,  Angnstin  Zires,  and  Jos^  dela  Parra,  the  Padre  OrdolSes, 
Messrs.  Feliciano  Chavarria,  Wampher,  Pedro  Ecbevarria,  Atifrastin  Cmis,  Manael  Morales 
PaeDte,  Juan  Mateos,  I^nacio  Ramirez,  Manael  Parada,  Qabriel  Maria  Islas,  Antot^o  Maria 
Zamacona,  Jos6  Miguel  Arrojo,  and  Joaquin  Alcalde. 

Most  of  these  persons  are  partisans  of  Santa  Anna ;  the  rest  are  active  liberals.  Befior 
Arrojo  was  assistant  secretary  of  state  under  Santa  Anna's  last  dictatorship,  and  the  Padre 
Arroyo  is  one  of  his  most  devoted  partisans.  All  the  prisoners  except  the  padre,  whose  ill- 
ness precluded  his  removal,  were  sent  off  on  July  17  to  Yucatan,  the  Mexican  J^ry  Tortngas. 

The  French  journals,  the  Estafette  and  Ere  Nouvelle,  are  jabilant  over  tlie  emperor's 
change  of  policy.    The  former,  of  July  27,  says : 

**'In  presence  of  the  enmities  exhibited  against  the  empire,  and  of  the  dangers  which 
threaten  it,  the  direction  of  public  affairs  should  not  remain  in  irresolute  hands-  It  is  neces- 
sary to  oppose  the  audacity  of  the  insurgents  with  calm  and  inflexible  energy,  disorders  with 
the  action  of  justice,  the  excesses  of  the  oligarchs  with  effectual  repression,  and  secret  in- 
trigues with  a  command  to  cease. 

'*It  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  empire  Us  remain  inert  and  vacillating;  it  would  be  intol- 
erable to  think  that  a  flag  honored  in  every  quarter  should  be  derided  t»nd  scoffed  at  with  im- 
punity. That  flag,  whether  it  shall  withdraw  soon  or  late»  must  leave  behind  it  glorioiu 
memories,  and  command  respect  from  both  friends  and  foes. 

**A  monarchy  cannot  be  founded  on  plunder  and  with  supporters  of  anarchy ;  the  empire 
should  seek  in  the  stanch  imperialists  its  defenders  and  active  leaders.  It  was  high  time  to 
do  so  ;  but  it  is  not  too  late:  the  adoption  of  a  resolute  and  consistent  policy  may  still  secure 
both  the  present  and  the  future.  The  close  alliance  between  the  empire  and  the  French  army 
will  give  to  Mexico  the  force  and  credit  sufficient  to  overcome  all  enemies  and  frustrate  all  plots. 

"The  Juarists,  Ortegists,  and  Santannists  have  declared  open  war,  war  without  quaiter, 
against  the  imperial  government  and  the  French  flag.  The  war  is  accepted,  and  will  be 
carried  on  as  it  should  be.  This  is  the  njeaning  of  the  new  ministry.  The  game  is  regulariy 
begun,  and  swords  are  trumps." 

The  Pajaio  Yerde,  (organ  of  the  Church  party,)  in  its  number  of  July  28,  quotes  the  above 
editorial,  and  adds : 

'*  Our'readers  will  understand  the  deep  significance  of  the  words  of  the  Estafette ;  we  are 
able  to  add  that  his  majesty,  on  last  WeaneMay  night,  remarked  to  some  very  distinguiehed 
persons  who  dined  at  his  table,  that  the  lovers  of  order  would,  within  a  few  days,  have  cause 
to  be  satisfied.  We  will  not  assume  to  interpret  the  imperial  words ;  our  readers,  learning 
of  them  and  aware  of  recent  events,  will  know  how  to  attach  to  them  the  very  highest 
value." 


No.  15. 

MAXIMILIAN,  EMPEROR  OP  MEXRX). 

In  consideration  of  the  merits  and  good  qualities  of  Mr.  Friant,  chief  intendant  of  the  ex- 
peditionary corps,  we  have  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  him  the  ofiice  of  minister  of  finance. 
Given  in  Mexico  the  2Gth  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILUN. 
By  the  emperor : 

Jost  Salazar  Ilarregui, 

MinUUr  of  (Jovernmtnt, 


MAXIMIUAN,  EMPEROR  OF  MEXICO. 

In  order  to  save  expenses  to  the  public  treasury,  we  have  been  pleased  to  direct  that  the 
department  of  fomento  be  temporarily  annexed  to  that  of  gobernacion. 
Our  minister  of  the  iuteriur  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  decree. 
Given  in  Mexico  the  26th  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  the  emperor . 

Jos6  Salazar  Ilarregui, 

Minister  of  Qovtrnment. 


MAXIMIUAN,  EMPEROR  OF  MEXICO. 

In  consideration  of  the  nionts  and  good  qualities  of  General  Osmont,  chief  of  staff  and 
major  general  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  we  have  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  him  the  office 
of  minisUT  of  war. 

Given  in  Mexico  26th  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

By  the  emperor : 


Jost  Salazar  Ilarregui, 
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Mr,  Seward  to  SeHor  de  Santa  Anna, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  August  16,  1866. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  General  de  Santa 
Anna,  formerly  president  of  Mexico,  a  communication  in  which  he  states  that 
he  wishes  to  visit  Washington,  and  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  know  if  he  will 
be  received  as  a  private  gentleman  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  distingaished  gentleman  is  hereby  informed  that  insomuch  as  his  attitude 
towards  Uie  republican  government  of  Mexico,  with  which  the  United  States 
maintain  diplomatic  intercourse,  is  pronounced  by  the  President  of  Mexico  to 
be  unfriendly  towards  the  government  of  the  republic,  a  reception  of  the  general 
in  any  character,  at  the  present  time,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  would  be  in- 
compatible with  the  settled  practice  and  habits  of  the  executive  department  of 
the  United  States. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  New  York, 


Seflor  liomero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington^  August  22,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  copies  of  two  letters  I  received  to-day 
from  General  Nicolas  de  Regules,  chief  of  the  central  army  of  the  republic, 
dated  in  San  Antonio  de  las  Huertas,  the  16th  of  May  last  and  the  7th  of  June 
following,  which  show  the  state  of  afiEairs  on  the  central  military  division,  com- 
manded by  General  Regules,  who  has  commanded  that  line,  and  specially  the 
condition  of  things  in  the  State  of  Michoacan, 

I  also  enclose  you  copies  of  portions  of  a  letter  from  General  Juan  Alvarez, 
chief  of  the  army  of  the  south,  dated  in  Providencia,  State  of  Guerrero,  the  29th 
of  June  last,  containing  some  news  from  the  army  of  the  centre. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,*  4^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


No.  1. 


San  Antonio  de  las  Huertas,  May  16,  1866. 

Bear  Sm :  I  wrote  to  jou  on  the  3d  of  last  month  from  this  place,  acknowledfjfing  the 
receipt  of  your  despatches,  and  informiog  you  of  the  condition  of  the  army  under  my  com- 
mnd,  go  that  you  might  use  yonr  inflaence  to  induce  the  government  of  the  republic  to  give 
Be  the  aid  necessary  to  carry  out  my  plans. 

As  important  events  have  occurred  m  Michoacan  since  I  wrote  you,  I  will  proceed  to  give 
yo«  an  account  of  them,  hoping  you  will  appreciate  them  properly,  and  do  your  best  to  nave 
ths  soDpHes  I  need  so  much  sent  to  me. 

As  tbe  imperialists  knew  they  would  have  a  powerful  enemy  to  their  organization  as  long 
M  the  anny  of  the  centre  was  permitted  to  exist,  though  reduced  to  a  skeleton,  determined 
todertrey  it  at  all  hazards,  they  therefore  sent  an  expedition  of  six  thousand  men  against 
oar  leren  hundred  naked,  ill-armed  and  suffering  soldiers.  They  came  to  the  attack  in  three 
colomns,  perfectly  organized ;  the  plan  of  their  campaign  could  not  be  better,  for  they  could 
force  me  to  fight  and  iJestroy  me,  or  compel  me  to  fall  back  upon  the  State  of  Guerrero,  with 
my  ragged,  starving,  needy  soldiers,  where  they  would  certainly  perish  of  famine,  as  that 
wontiy  is  entirely  oestitute  of  supplies. 

But  the  expedition  fiiiled,  because  the  two  columns  of  four  thousand  French^had  to  go 
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into  the  interior  of  the  repablic  on  account  of  defeats  in  the  borders  of  the  States  of  Jalisco 
and  Gaanajaata.  Thns  deserted,  the  traitors  abandoned  the  towns  thej  had  occupied,  and 
concentrated  on  a  line  they  thought  more  easj  of  defence. 

My  troops  did  not  suffer  as  much  as  was  expected,  because  I  left  the  unhealthy  sitiiation 
where  I  had  been  camped,  and  moved  to  the  enemy*s  rear  with  the  cavalry,  and  continncd 
to  annoy  him  till  my  infantry  had  passed  the  Balsas  river.  I  was  pleased  to  see  my  aea 
endure  all  sorts  of  hardships  patiently,  thus  showing  how  patriots  can  suffer. 

So  here  we  are  again,  after  a  march  of  one  hundred  leagues  through  a  sickly  and  destitute 
country,  and  my  forces  have  increased  in  numbers,  thanks  to  General  Alvarez,  who  gave  me 
arms  for  them ;  and  my  cavalry  have  improved,  so  we  are  almost  ready  to  march  upon  the 
enemy. 

So  you  will  see,  Mr.  Minister,  I  only  want  arms  and  means  to  place  the  central  army  in  s 
respectable  condition,  and  I  hope  you  will  try  to  procure  me  both. 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

N.  DE  REGUIi£& 

Minister  Don  BIatias  Eomero,  WiaskingUm. 


No.  2. 

San  Antonio  db  las  Huertas,  Jutu  7,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  two  very  acceptable  letters  of  the  1st  and  29th  of  April,  whidi 
I  only  received  yesterday,  I  must  inform  you  that  I  received  your  others,  with  the  official 
despatches,  in  due  time,  and  answered  them,  and  I  hope  the  answers  have  reached  you  bj 
this  time.  I  spoke  of  my  situation  and  my  wants  with  great  frankness  in  those  letters,  and 
begged  you  to  use  all  your  influence  in  procuring  me  aid,  by  writing  to  the  government  to 
give  the  necessaiy  aid  to  the  army  of  the  centre,  particularly  if  the  loan  has  been  effected. 

As  I  told  you,  I  have  continued  to  labor  without  ceasing  to  increase  and  organize  my  forces, 
in  spite  of  the  great  scarcity  of  resources  with  which  I  have  to  contend,  and  the  want  d 
arms  and  ammunition. 

The  imperialists  are  so  demoralized  at  the  report  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  armyt 
and  the  certainty  of  no  more  aid  from  abroad,  that  I  have  no  doubt  I  could  vanquish  them ; 
but  the  interests  intrusted  to  me  are  so  sacred  I  will  not  risk  it  unless  I  have  the  f  lements  to 
insure  success.  If  the  government  will  send  me  the  aid  I  have  asked  I  will  attack  at  once: 
but  I  repeat  to  you  that,  even  if  I  do  not  get  it,  I  will  not  be  discouraged,  and  will  work  on 
faithfully  ani  diligently;  and  I  trust  my  delay  will  not  be  attributed  to  any  other  causes 
than  those  I  have  mentioned. 

I  hope  you  will  continue  to  favor  me  with  your  letters,  while  I  remain  your  respectful  and 
obedient  servant, 

N.  DE  REGULES. 

Minister  Don  BiATiAS  Romero,  Washington, 


No.  3. 

La  Providencia,  Jmne  29,  1866. 
Sir:  General  Diaz  has  left  this  place  with  eight  hundred  men  from  this  State  for  Chantla, 
a  town  in  the  State  of  Puebla,  occupied  by  a  band  of  traitors.    I  will  write  you  the  result 
of  the  expedition  by  the  next  mail. 

General  Regules  remains  at  San  Antonio  de  las  Huertas,  reorganizing  and  collecting  sup- 
plies to  continue  the  campaign  in  Michoacan.  I  enclose  you  two  papers  which  he  requested 
me  to  send  you. 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JUAN  ALVAREZ. 
Mr.  Matias  Romero. 


Senar  Romero  to' Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Waihtngtonj  August  26,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  tho  honor  to  transmit  to  yoa,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  Uirited  States,  No.  21  of  the  official  paper  of  the  consti- 
tutional governmt;.*^  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  20th  July  last,  and  con- 
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taming  a  brief  aod  correct  account  of  events  in  the  city  of  Parral,  State  of  Cbi- 
hoabfui,  which  occnrred  in  the  months  of  March  and  April  of  this  year,  while 
the  French  were  in  possession  of  that  portion  of  the  country.  It  will  give  you 
Bome  idea  of  the  outrages  of  all  kinds  committed  by  the  French  troops  upon  a 
defenceless  and  peaceable  population,  who  are  guilty  before  the  interventionists 
of  the  crime  of  loving  their  country. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  oppcrtunty  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  as- 
Borances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


No.  1. 

NOTES  FOR  THE  BISTORT  OF  THE  FRENCH  INTERVENTION. 

Tlie  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  was  published  at  Parral  on  tbe  2d  of  March.  There  was 
s  dance  thai  ni^ht  at  Allende,  attended  mostlj  by  the  town  people.  Some  of  tbe  attendants, 
exdted  by  the  hate  they  all  have  for  the  empire,  shouted  for  the  republic  and  disarmed  the 
imperial  guard.  The  greater  pari  of  the  citizens  then  assembled,  and,  fearing  some  disturb- 
ance, Don  Quadalupe  Soto,  a  man  of  note  in  the  place,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
msorgenta. 

When  troops  came  from  Parral,  Soto,  having  no  arms  or  ammunition,  fell  back  to  Ato- 
tonilco,  where  he  asked  aid  of  Angnstin  Yasquez  to  attack  the  impenalists,  or,  at  least,  to 
glre  him  arms.  Yasquez  refused,  oecaase  he  had  no  orders  from  the  State  governor,  with 
whom  he  was  in  communication. 

The  prefect  of  Parral,  in  the  mean  time,  had  published  a  circular  addressed  to  the  chief 
citizens,  notifying  them  to  furnish  a  man  monnt^  and  armed,  for  each  family,  to  defend  the 
place.    This  order  was  partly  o))eyed. 

The  rural  guard  and  some  infantry  came  from  the  valley,  under  Guillermo  Ortiz,  to  attack 
Soto,  while  he  was  trying  to  surprise  them.  The  two  parties  met  at  Amoles  Secos,  and  after 
a  £ew  shots  the  rustics  scattered,  and  Soto  fell  back  with  the  loss  of  eighteen  prisoners  and 
t  few  wounded.  The  imperial  forces  then  went  back  to  ii'arral  with  the  prisoners  and  arms 
they  had  captured. 

About  the  middle  of  March  Soto  again  marched  to  the  valley,  and  had  an  interview  with 
Yasqnez,  who  had  received  orders  from  General  Terrazas  to  occupy  ParraL  When  they  had 
joinra,  the  latter  took  command  of  the  column. 

As  soon  as  the  prefect  of  Parral  learned  that  Soto  and  Yasquez  were  at  El  Yalle,  he 
assembled  the  rural  guard  and,  on  the  evening  of  the  20th,  issued  an  order  for  all  tbe  inhabit- 
ants to  assemble,  armed,  at  eight  o'clock,  under  penalty  of  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  October. 
Nobody  obeyed  the  order. 

The  next  day,  at  two  o'clock,  another  order  was  published,  commanding  those  who  had 
nst  responded  to  the  call  of  the  day  previous  to  send  two  armed  men  to  the  prefecture  at  six 
o'ck>ck  that  evening,  else  be  sub^'ected  to  a  fine  of  two  hundred  or  two  thousand  dollars  and 
be  condemned  to  public  works  iroih  one  to  six  months.  In  spite  of  the  severity  of  these 
penaltiea  veiy  few  persons  obeyed  the  order. 

On  tbe  22d,  at  noon,  the  advance  of  the  imperialists  heard  that  the  troops  of  Yasquez  and 
Soto  had  passed  Alamillo.  The  imperial  troops  sallied  out  at  once  to  attack  the  assaulters 
firom  tbe  cemetery  heights.  The  rural  guard  scattered.  The  force  that  had  remained  in  the 
palace  also  dispersed.  They  were  composed  of  a  few  armed  men  commanded  by  some 
merchants.  A  few  soldiers  remained  in  the  Rayo  church,  guarding  the  Yalle  prisoners. 
About  two  in  the  afternoon  the  battle  began  in  the  edge  of  the  town.  The  assaulters  were 
in  two  columns.  That  under  Yasquez  entered  the  St.  Nicolas  side,  while  Soto's,  driving 
back  tbe  enemy,  came  in  by  the  Rayo  church. 

Bonifacio  Pavia,  the  commander,  dialling  back,  tried  to  reach  the  nalace,  but  he  fell  near 
the  market,  before  he  got  to  tbe  square.  Commander  Ortiz,  some  distance  behind  Pavia, 
eoold  not  come  up  with  him,  and  fell  back  to  the  Rayo  church.  Yasquez,  wishingto  save 
li^  sent  a  flag  of  parley  to  Commander  Ortiz.  Yicente  Ochoa  had  charge  of  it.  He  took 
a  white  flag  and  started  towards  the  church.  When  Ortiz  recognized  Ochoa  he  came  out  to 
sett  him.  Hostilities  were  suspended  whi  le  the  terms  of  capitulation  were  arranged  between 
Oitiz  and  Yasquez  at  the  house  of  the  latter.  The  chiefs  signed  the  capitulation  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  By  it  Ortiz  was  allowed  to  retire  with  the  eighteen  men  he  had 
left  IS  an  escort  for  four  days.  The  men  who  surrendered  refused  to  follow  their  commander, 
so  be  had  to  leave  alone,  alter  givine  up  the  eighteen  arms. 

The  next  day  Yasquez,  as  civil  chiei  of  the  district,  proceeded  to  appoint  constitutional 
authorities. 
New«  of  the  capture  of  Chihuahua  was  received  on  the  27th,  and  the  city  was  illuminated 
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On  the  30th  news  reached  ns  that  a  French  force  had  arriyed  at  Cerro  Gordo,  bat  the 
namber  of  men  was  not  ascertained.  That  day  Yaciqaez  asked  two  thousand  dollars  of  the 
merchants,  to  be  paid  the  next  day. 

On  the  31st  the  town  was  alarmed,  at  seven  and  a  half  at  ni?ht,  by  some  shots  in  the 
direction  of  Rayo  hill.  It  was  an  express  messenger  from  Rio  Florida,  brinpfing  the  news 
that  831  French  had  reached  that  place.  The  constitutional  forces  fell  back  towards  Chihoahoa. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  at  half  past  ten  in  the  morning,  3dl  French  and  some  of  the  scattered 
imperialists  of  Chihuahua  and  Parral,  under  Alvisi,  came  into  the  town.  He  went  to  seTer&l 
houses  to  hunt  quarters  for  his  officers,  and  threatened  and  insulted  the  owners  and  persons 
living  in  them,  without  even  regard  for  the  ladies. 

On  the  3d  a  meeting  of  the  city  council  was  called  to  compel  the  people  to  restore  the  beds 
and  cots  the  French  had  left  in  the  hospital  when  they  quit  the  place.  These  beds  had  been 
furnished  by  the  merchants  of  the  place. 

On  the  4th  the  house  of  Jos6  M.  Munoz  was  destroyed,  his  goods,  furniture,  and  clothing 
burned,  only  because  some  drunken  men  and  low  women  said  he  shot  Pavia  from  the  door 
of  his  house.  This  sentence  was  executed  without  the  least  investigation  of  the  case,  either 
by  a  civil  court  or  military  authority. 

On  the  same  day  the  civil  prefect  put  out  the  following  circular: 

Hidalgo,  April  4,  1866. 
The  commander-in-chief  of  the  French  forces  orders  that  all  merchants  and  important  per- 
sonages of  the  city  assemble  in  the  Council  Hall,  fronting  on  the  public  square,  at  two 
o'clock  to-morrow,  without  fail.  Those  unable  to  attend  from  absence,  sickness,  or  odier 
causes,  will  send  substitutes,  with  thdr  excuses.  Those  who  refuse  to  attend  will  be  arrested 
and  imprisoned,  and  their  property  confiscated ;  and  if  they  desert,  their  houses  will  be  bomed. 

INOCENTE  RUfelO.  PrtfeU, 
FRANCISCO  HOLGUIN,  StereUr^.  ^ 

The  meeting  did  not  take  place  on  the  Gth,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  some  of  those 
summoned,  and  was  postponed  to  the  6th.  At  noon  ou  that  day  they  were  all  present  but 
two.    The  colonel  ordered  the  list  to  be  read,  and  made  the  following  remarks : 

**  Gentlemen:  I  will  be  brief  with  you,  that  you  may  return  to  your  business.  I  regret 
I  have  not  the  eloquence  of  Periera,  the  highwayman,  when  ho  spoke  in  this  hall,  and  s^d : 
*The  French  are  quitting  the  country,  and  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  us  to  come  back  here;' 
but  we  promised  to  come,  and  we  have  kept  our  word.  I  am  sorry  the  people  did  not  obey  the 
orders  of  the  prefect,  but  have  shown  a  preference  for  the  bandits,  for  those  who  come  here 
as  robbers.  They  came  to  rob  and  pillage,  and  if  they  did  not  commit  all  sorts  of  outrages, 
it  was  because  their  leaders  had  hard  work  to  prevent  them.  The  merchants  vrill  not  aid 
brave  men  to  defend  them  from  robbers ;  will  not  furnish  arms,  while  they  gave  the  robbtfs 
all  they  wanted.  Some  person  gave  twenty-five  arms,  and  some  merchants  oelped  them,  by 
shooting  the  loyalists  in  the  back.  I  know  the  names  and*  rank  of  those  persons,  but  I  do 
not  now  mention  them,  because  I  have  no  proof;  when  I  have,  they  shall  be  shot  in  the 
public  square.  I  know  of  others  who  told  the  enemy  of  my  movements.  I  know  their 
names,  and  will  tell  them  to  remember  I  shot  Esquibel  at  Rio  Fiorido,  for  informing  the 
enemy  of  my  movements. 

**  It  is  said  that  Terrazas  is  coming  to  attack  us.  Terrazas  may  be  a  man  of  courage,  but 
his  men  are  all  robbers,  no  better  than  those  who  left  here.  Let  them  come ;  it  is  just  what 
we  want.  If  they  come,  we  will  show  them  we  can  defied  ourselves,  and  that  we  will  never 
surrender.  If  I  find  it  necessary,  I  will  take  possession  of  private  houses,  and  make  every 
citizen  take  up  arms  in  his  own  defence. 

**  General  Casta^y  has  ordered  me  to  impose  a  loan  of  forty  thousand  dollars  upon  this 
place,  to  be  paid  within  twenty-four  hours ;  but,  as  I  know  it  would  be  hard  to  raise  uiat  sum 
in  so  short  a  time,  I  grant  three  days  for  its  payment 

**The  contributions  will  be  apportioned  according  to  the  wealth  of  each  individual  and  his 
behavior.  I  know  how  some  have  behaved.  A  committee,  composed  of  the  civil  prefect, 
president  of  the  council,  and  revenue  collector,  is  assi^ed  to  the  auty  of  assessing  the  con- 
tributions. The  money  so  collected  is  to  pay  the  imperial  forces  of  the  sixth  military  division. 
No  person  is  exempt  from  this  contribution,  for  I  am  in  the  habit  of  carrying  out  the  orders 
I  receive,  and  I  warn  every  one  to  contribute  according  to  his  means. 

"Those  who  refuse  to  pay  will  be  imprisoned;  their  goods,  fiiruiture.  and  clothes  will  be 
sold  at  public  auction,  and  if  there  are  no  bidders,  which  is  very  likely  to  be,  they  shall  be 
burned  in  the  street.  Besides  this  contribution,  the  whole  town  must  pay  two  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  support  of  the  families  of  those  who  died  in  defence  of  the  empire,  and  it  shall  be 
distributed  by  the  head  of  the  revenue.  All  persons  having  arms  fit  for  the  service  of  the  rural 
guards  shall  give  them  up  within  twenty-four  hours,  under  a  severe  penalty.  No  one  need 
try  to  hide  the  arms  for  a  domiciliary  search  shall  be  made." 

This  sum  was  collected  from  the  liberals ;  not  one  interventionist  was  taxed !  The  contri- 
butions were  high  compared  to  the  wealth  of  the  inhabitants.  Persons  whose  capital  was 
chiefly  in  credits  were  taxed  two  thousand  dollars.  One  man  was  fined  two  thousand  dollars 
for  giving  a  ball  and  not  inviting  the  intervention  authorities,  and  this  was  before  Vasqnez 
took  possession  of  the  place.    Another  man  was  fined  for  beckoning  the  besiegers  with  his 
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hat  from  the  house-top ;  others,  hecanse  thej  %vero  said  to  have  furnished  arms  to  the  enemy ; 
some  for  lodging  liheral  chiefs  in  their  houses ;  and  all  for  false  information  attributed  on 
aeeonnt  of  their  known  political  principles. 

Some,  thinkinfi^  their  taxes  too  onerous,  attempted  remonstrance,  bntthej  were  not  listened 
to.  After  all,  only  |32,0d0  were  raised.  It  was  impossible  to  pay  this  in  gold  and  silver,  so 
copper  coin  was  tajcen  at  six  percent,  additional. 

By  five  o*clock  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  the  money  was  paid,  and  very  few  deductions 
were  made  from  the  original  quotas.  Out  of  three  who  refused  to  pay,  one  was  put  in  jail, 
two  ran  off,  and  the  furniture  and  clothes  of  all  were  burned  in  the  streets.  Deducting  this 
loss,  only  |33,000  was  collected,  much  of  it  in  copper. 

On  the  eleventh,  three  companies  of  infantry  were  sent  to  Yalle  and  Atotonilco.  Five 
thousand  dollars  was  assessed  on  the  former  of  these  places,  and  this  notice  was  stuck  up : 

"Public  notice, — Colonel  Alvisi,  commander  of  Parral,  having  heard  that  it  is  the  habit  of 
Uie  people  of  this  town  to  shout  for  the  liberals,  and  insult  the  constitut«9d  authorities  when- 
ever the  French  forces  are  not  present,  and  that  the  public  mails  have  been  stopped — now  as 
this  conduct  is  intolerable,  I  have  been  ordered  to  remedv  these  evils  in  a  summary  way,  and 
I  therefore  warn  the  inhabitants  of  this  drstrict  that,  if  the  authorities  are  again  insulted,  the 
mails  interrupted,  or  treasonable  language  used  publicly,  the  town  shall  be  Dumed,  the  fruit 
trees  cat  down«  and  the  severest  punishment  inflicted  upon  the  guilty  persons. 

"Fot  general  information,  I  order  this  notice  to  be  published  in  triplicate,  in  the  most 
public  pUces. 
"TownofAllende,AprU16,  1866. 

"DIDIER,  Commander  of  the  Town.'' 
Atotonilco  was  almost  totally  destroyed  by  fire ;  only  a  few  hours  were  allowed  to  the  citi- 
MDs  to  take  out  a  few  things  for  personal  use.    As  the  time  was  so  short,  not  much  was  saved 
from  the  devoorinff  element. 

A  Dortion  of  this  force  went  to  Talamantes,  and  the  rest  took  the  road  to  Iturralde.  The 
first  division  commenced  by  burning  Bruno  Soto*s  house,  and  the  family  could  get  nothing 
out  of  it.  Provisions,  furniture,  clothing,  everything  was  burned.  When  the  fire  had  taken 
well,  the  troops  withdrew. 

The  troops  that  went  to  Iturralde  surrounded  Urquidi's  houses,  at  a  distance,  and  marched 
np.  The  French  commander  arrested  the  Urqnidis  and  took  them  to  Parral,  where  they 
were  imprisoned  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  allowing  no  communication  except  with  relatives, 
who  mast  have  a  special  permit.  They  have  not  been  informed  of  the  cause  of  their  impris- 
onment. 

On  the  16th  it  was  reported  that  General  Terrazas  was  at  Santa  Rosalia,  with  his  whole 
force.  At  this  the  French  redoubled  their  vigilance,  collected  provisions  and  water,  and  most 
of  the  mhabitants  went  into  the  country. 

In  three  days  the  panic  was  over,  and  the  families  returned  to  their  houses  in  town. 

^    *    •    •    • 

Parral,  April  20, 18C.6. 


Seflar  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  thb  United  States  ok  America, 

Washington,  August  27,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  expressed  in  the  annexed 
DMlex,  which  I  received  from  the  city  of  Mexico  by  the  last  Vera  Cruz  steamer, 
abowing  the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  portion  of  Mexico  groaning  under  the 
rale  established  by  the  intervention. 

I  call  your  attention  to  a  circular  in  French,  addressed  hy  the  usurper  Ferdi- 
Mnd  Maximilian  to  various  French  agents,  about  the  end  of  July  last,  which 
places  beyond  doubt,  if  there  ever  was  any,  that  the  so-called  imperial  govem- 
"wnt  is  not,  nor  ever  has  been,  anything  else  than  a  French  military  govern- 
ment 

Moreover,  what  the  French  papers  say  of  Jalapa  and  of  the  valley  of  Tolaca 
w  equally  applicable  to  all  that  p  >rtion  of  the  Mexican  republic  occupied  by  the 
uji^tding  army. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distiuguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc.-  Digitize .,  ^^  JglC 
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No.  1. 

On  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  the  French  troops,  while  the  country  is  in  anticipation  of 
trouble,  the  emperor  has  been  solicited  to  make  some  reforms ;  but  faithful  to  his  antece- 
dents, which  have  been  badly  represented,  only  taking  counsel  of  his  couFcience  and  his 
devotion  to  his  people  and  the  policy  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  in  America,  his  majesty  has 
rejected  everything  that  seems  to  oppose  his  intimate  alliance  with  France.  He  has  always 
desired,  and  still  desires,  that  the  great  conception  of  European  and  Mexican  patriotism  that 
produced  the  empire  may  be  accomplished.  As  he  is  not  moved  by  any  consideration  of 
pereonal  interest  or  vain  renown,  his  sacrifice  to  duty  will  always  be  easy. 

His  ideas,  his  c>'eed,  his  policy,  all  have  been  affirmed  by  acts  which  place  their  author  in 
perfect  accord  with  French  ideas. 

The  cabinet  has  been  modified.  General  Osmout  and  Intendant  Friant  have  been  taken 
into  it,  jet  remaining  at  the  head  of  their  respective  services  in  the  expeditionary  corps,  the 
former  as  minister  of  war  and  the  latter  as  minister  of  finance.  Mr.  Salazar  Ilarregui,  the 
firm  and  constant  partisan  of  intervention,  keeps  the  portfolio  of  the  interior.  The  other 
departments,  of  secondary  importance,  are  put  in  charge  of  under  secretaries  of  state. 

The  emperor's  policy  is  explicitly  set  forth  in  the  following  passage  in  a  letter  which  he 
addressed  to  Mr.  Salazar  Ilarregui : 

'*  My  programme  is  simply  this:  energy  with,  and  protection  to  honest,  peaceful  people  at 
home  ;  an  intimate  alliance  with  France  abroad.  I  know  those  are  your  ideas,  too,  and  I 
depend  on  your  patriotism  to  carry  them  out.** 

What  could  be  more  positive  and  more  simple !  Such  a  declaration  admits  of  no  comment. 
To  discuss  it  would  be  to  weaken  it. 

We  have  nothing  more  to  add  except  that  it  borrows  a  new  strength  from  the  letter  of  the 
emperor  to  Marshal  Bazaine,  informing  him  of  the  change  he  had  effected  in  the  mechanism 
of  his  government. 

The  emperor  of  Mexico  places  all  the  disposable  resources  for  the  pacification  of  the  conn- 
try  into  tne  hands  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Frencii  expeditionary  corps.  He  dele- 
gates much  of  his  authority  to  him  in  allowing  him  to  declare  a  siege  and  to  discharge  offi- 
cials whom  he  may  consider  incompetent,  and  to  replace  them  by  others. 

Thus  the  door  is  closed  to  every  ambiguity,  mistake,  or  accusation  of  declared  enemies,  or 
flattery  of  pretended  friends. 

The  emperor  Maximilian,  cx)nstant  in  a  line  of  conduct  that  history  will  reveal  in  its  true 
li|^ht,  has  given,  of  his  own  accord,  the  best  guarantee  he  could  offer  to  France.  His  good 
will  and  seif-denial  will  be  justly  appreciated  by  the  eminent  statesmen  who  participate  in 
the  councils  of  Napoleon ;  and  we  mav  say  even  now  that  the  situation,  all  embarrassing 
elements  being  removed,  will  be  safe  if  everybody  follows  the  exalted  example  and  does  his 
own  duty. 
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No.  2. 

MAXIMILIAN,   EMPEROR  OF  MEXICO. 

Considering  that  the  departments  of  Michoacan  and  Tancitaro  are  now  threatened  by 
bands  of  malefactors  that  disturb  order,  destroy  property,  terrify  the  people,  and  disturb  that 
trsnqmllity  and  security  that  reigns  in  the  centre  of  the  empire ;  considering  it  is  our  duty  to 
protect  and  give  aid  to  all  the  citizens  in  every  way  within  our  power,  and  by  every  means 
allowed  b^  law ;  in  accordance  with  the  decree  of  the  16th  of  September,  1865,  and  with  the 
opinion  of  oar  council  of  ministers,  we  decree  as  follows : 

Article  1.  The  departments  of  Michoacan  and  Tancitaro  are  declared  to  be  in  a  state 
of  liege. 

Art.  2.  Greneral  Mendez  is  charged  with  the  command  of  those  departments  :  the  first  is 
temporarily  withdrawn  from  the  Ist  military  division,  and  the  second  from  the  4th. 

Art.  3.  In  conformity  with  powers  granted  by  the  decree  of  the  ]6th  September,  1865, 
article  4,  the  towns  will  preserve  their  organization  in  order  to  carry  out  the  commands  of 
the  military  authorities. 

Art.  4.  Two  councils  of  war  shall  be  established  in  the  territory,  under  command  of 
General  Mendez. 

Oar  ministers  of  war  and  goYemment  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree 
in  its  corresponding  parts. 
Given  in  Mexico  the  30th  of  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILUN. 
By  the  emperor : 

Jos£  Salazar  Ilarregui, 

Minister  of  Oovemment. 
Ad.  Osmont,  Minuter  of  War. 


No.  3. 

MAXIMIUAN,  EMPEROR  OP  MEXICO. 

Considering  that  the  departments  of  Tuxpan  and  Tulancingo,  as  well  as  the  district  of 
Eieatlan,  iu  the  department  of  Tlaxcala,  are  threatened  by  bands  of  malefactors ;  consider- 
ing that  this  disturbance  is  caused  by  persons  who  favor  smuggling  to  the  injury  of  the 
Batkm  in  general  and  of  its  citizens ;  considering  it  is  our  duty  to  keep  peace  in  those  locali- 
ties by  every  means  in  our  power  which  the  law  provides,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  this  robbery 
of  the  public  treasury,  by  the  decree  of  the  16ih  September,  I860,  and  the  opinion  of  our 
coondl  of  ministers,  we  decree  as  follows : 

Article  1.  The  departments  of  Tuxpan  and  Tulancingo,  as  well  as  the  district  of  Zacatlan, 
in  the  department  of  Tlaxcala,  are  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  siege. 

Article  2.  Brigadier  General  Count  Thun  is  charged  with  the  exclusive  command  of 
these  departments  and  the  district,  with  his  headquarters  at  Tulancingo. 
Article  3.  A  council  of  war  shall  be  established  at  Tulancingo. 

Article  4.  In  conformity  with  powers  granted  by  the  decree  of  the  16th  September, 
1865,  article  4,  the  towns  will  preserve  their  organizations  in  order  to  carry  out  the  com- 
'  mands  of  the  military -authorities. 

Oar  ministers  of  war  and  government  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree 
in  its  corresponding  parts. 
Given  in  Mexico,  on  the  30th  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN 
By  the  emperor : 

Jost  Salazar  Ilarregui, 

Minister  of  Governments 
Ad.  Osmont,  Minister  of  War. 


No.  4. 


MAXIMILIAN,  EMPEROR  OP  MEXICO. 

Haring  heard  our  council  of  ministers,  and  considering  the  inertia  of  public  affairs  in  the 
«nipire;  knowing  it  liour  first  and  greatest  duty  to  protect  persons  and  property,  audpuninh 
<ii«tarbers  of  the  public  peace,  and  deiiring  to  concentrate  the  imperial  police  under  one 
chief^  we  have  decreed  as  follows : 
Article  1.  The  police  is  directly  subject  to  our  minister  of  government  .  ,, ,  , 
Article  2.  Wherever  there  is  a  force  of  gendarmery,  the  municipal  police  shall  be  under 
it,  pring  aid  to  and  receiving  orders  therefrom.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOqIc 
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Article  3.  Baron  TiDdal,  lientenant  colonel  of  frendarmeij,  is  herebj  named  director  for 
the  valley  of  Mexico,  and  especially  cbatfred  with  the  public  safety. 

Article  4.  He  is  also  invested  with  plenary  powers  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office. 
Our  minister  of  government  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  decree. 
Given  in  the  palace  of  Mexico,  on  the  30th  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILUN. 
By  the  emperor : 

Jost  Salazar  Ilarreoui, 

MiniMUr  of  Gotermment, 


No.  5. 

WARNING. 


Jalapa,  August  1, 1966. 

On  account  of  recent  events  General  Calderon  has  been  pleased  to  issue  the  following 
notice : 

General  Juan  Calderon,  supreme  commander  in  the  districts  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Jalaps, 
makes  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  city,  that  as  the  place  is  threatened  by  eneniei 
of  the  government  of  his  imperial  majesty,  aud  it  beine  my  duty  to  preserve  order  and  poblic 
peace  at  all  risks,  I  have  been  pleased  to  order  the  observance  of  the  following  reguladcms 
from  this  time  forward  : 

1.  After  sunset  no  person  is  permitted  to  ride  through  the  city  on  horseback,  except  those 
in  military  service  and  on  duty,  and  the  police. 

2.  All  assemblages  of  more  than  two  persons,  of  those  known  publicly  as  hostile  to  the 
present  government,  are  hereby  prohibited. 

3.  Violation  of  the  above  regulations  shall  be  punished  as  the  police  laws  declare. 

J.  CALDERON. 


No.  6. 

[From  the  Sociedad,  Mexico,  August  8,  1866.] 

The  Estafette  published  yesterday  these  brief  but  alarming  lines : 

**  From  Matamoras  to  Alvarado  the  whole  eastern  coast  is  in  revolt.    Tampico  is  held  by 

the  rebels ;  the  robbers  threaten  the  gates  of  Vera  Cruz ;  Jalapa  is  besieged,  and  the  treasury 

is  empty. 

'*  In  this  emergency  the  only  alternative  for  the  government  is  to  raise  money  or  break  up." 

The  same  paper  publishes  this  letter  of  the  3d  Augfust,  from  Jalapa : 

**Tonr  last  letter  reached  me  by  the  merest  accident,  and  it  is  one  of  the  few  that  hare 

come  through  the  rebel  bands  that  surround  the  city,  and  have  intercepted  every  commani* 

cation  for  the  last  twelve  days. 

**News  from  the  city  of  Mexico  has  somewhat  revived  the  dejected  citizens,  for  they 

were  much  discouraged  by  rumors  of  danger  threatening  the  capital. 
**  Nobody  has  ventured  out  of  town  for  some  days.    The  enemy,  of  four  or  five  hundred 

at  least,  approach  the  town  and  fire  upon  harmless  citizens,  and  then  go  back  to  their  camp 

only  a  league  off,  certain  they  will  not  be  pursued.    In  fact.  General  Calderon,  commander 

here,  has  not  enough  forces  to  defend  the  place,  and  we  hear  of  no  re-enforcements. 

**0n  the  other  hand,  a  new  revolution  is  whispered,  and  if  it  breaks  out  you  may  imagine 

what  will  become  of  Jalapa, 

**  Chacon  is  on  the  south  of  the  city,  Ochoa  on  the  west,  and  Murieta  on  the  northwest, 

with  forces  of  150  or  200  men  each." 


.    No.  7. 
[From  the  Sociedad,  Mexico,  Ang^t  5,  1866  ] 

The  Era,  speaking  of  the  bad  situation  of  the  valley  of  ToIuca,  publishes  the  following 
paragraphs  from  a  letter  dated  in  Teuancingo,  the  Jst  of  August : 

*•  The  people  of  Zacualpan  are  more  lucky  than  we  in  getting  Juan  Lechuga,  the  former 
Bul)-pret*ect,  restored  to  h\s  old  place. 

**  VVe  are  iu  constatit  alanu  hero,  feariuji^  every  moment  the  rebels  from  San  Gasparmay 
come  down  upon  us  in  considerable  numbers.  The  danger  is  imminent,  and  I  myself  bad 
to  go  to  icform  the  authorities  of  Toluca  of  it. 
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"Th«  whole  Tallej  of  Tolaca  is  in  a  deplorable  coDdition.  and  it  could  not  be  otherwise. 
If  the  goFernmeut  does  not  attend  to  them  soon,  the  robbers  will  rain  all  the  farms  that 
furnish  the  capital  with  rrain.  This  is  the  result  of  the  machinations  of  certain  men  since 
the  French  miiitaxy  autborities  left  Toluca." 


No.  8. 

[From  the  Pajaro  Verde,  Mexico,  August  1, 1866.] 

Eighty-first  regiment  of  the  line, 

A  French  soldier  assures  us  the  above  regiment  is  allowed  to  return  to  France  in  Novem- 
ber; but  as  all  can  stav  who  wish,  only  the  colonel  and  the  band  of  music  will  go  back. 
We  are  not  responsible  for  the  above  communicatjon. 


Senor  Romero  to  Mr,  Frederick  W.  Seward, 
[Unofficial.] 

Mexican  Legation, 
WcLihiTigUm,  September  20,  1866. 
Db^r  Sir:  In  answer  to  your  unofficial  note  of  this  date  informing  me  that 
"yoa  have  noticed  in  a  St.  Lonis  paper  a  letter  alleged  to  be  from  some  point 
on  the  ftontier,  stating  that  the  Marquis  de  Montholon,  who  is  supposed  to  be  a 
WQ  of  the  French  minister  here,  had  been  taken  prisoner  in  the  State  of 
Dorango,  and  shot  by  his  captors,*^  and  asking  me  to  communicate  to  you  any 
information  I  might  have  received  upon  the  subject,  I  have  to  say  that  I  have 
received,  as  yet,  no  information  on  the  matter.  Should  I  receive  any,  I  will  be 
very  glad  to  transmit  it  to  you.  If  it  should  be  agreeable  to  you  I  will  ask 
borne  for  reliable  information  about  that  intelligence. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  Frbdbrick  W.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Frederick  W,  Seward  to  Senior  Romero, 
[Unofficial] 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  20, 1866. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  noticed  in  a  St.  Louis  newspaper  a  letter  alleged  to  be 
^Offi  some  point  on  the  frontier,  stating  that  the  Marquis  de  Montholon,  who  is 
supposed  to  be  a  son  of  the  French  minister  here,  had  been  taken  prisoner  in  the 
State  of  Durango,  and  shot  by  his  captors.  If  you  should  have  received  any 
infonnation  upon  this  subject,  I  will  thank  you  for  it. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

F.  W.  SEWARD. 

Acting  Secretary, 
Seller  Don  M.  Romeko,  ifc ,  ^r.,  ifc. 
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Mr,  Frederick  TV.  Seward  to  Sehor  Ro?nero. 
[Unofficial.] 

Department  of  State, 

Wa4hington,  September  21,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  jour  UDofHcial  note  of  yesterday,  and  thank  you 
for  yoar  offer  to  write  home  for  correct  information  upon  the  subject  to  which  it 
relates.     That  information  would  be  very  acceptable  to  this  department. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 


Sefior  Djn  M.  Romero,  Sfc„  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary, 


Sehar  Romero  to  Mr,  Frederick  W.  Seward. 

[UnofficiaL] 

Mexican  Legation, 
Washington,  September  21, 1866. 
Deab  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  unofficial 
note  of  this  date,  in  which  you  request  me  to  ask  home  for  correct  information 
on  the  subject  of  your  unofficial  note  of  yesterday.     It  will  afford  me  great 
pleasure  to  do  so  by  to-morrow's  mail. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Sewaed,  ^.,  ^.,  fyc. 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  September  21,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  ad  interim  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived to-day  from  General  Nicolas  Regules,  chief  of  the  array  of  the  centre  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  dated  in  the  city  of  Zitacuaro  the  12th  of  July  hut, 
giving  particulars  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  part  of  the  country  occupied  by 
the  army  of  the  centre. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Seward,  ifc„  ^.,  S^. 


Zitacuaro,  July  12, 1866. 

Much  Esteemed  Sir:  I  hereby  acknowledge  tLe  receipt  of  the  document*,  relating  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  French  from  Mexican  territory,  which  you  had  the  kindness  to  send 
me  with  your  circular  of  tlic  26th  of  April  last. 

You  caunot  imagiue  my  satisfaction  at  leamiugf  that  the  United  States  had  fisrored  us 
with  their  protection,  without  any  solicitation  on  our  part,  and  that  now  we  have  ao  fear  of 
a  difficulty  with  that  neighboring  nation  on  that  account. 
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I  im  particularly  pleased  with  this  act  of  our  goyemment,  because  we  are  exempt  from 
all  blame,  and  luust  appear  worthy  before  the  world.  I  commend  you  for  your  participation 
in  the  act,  and  heartily  congratulate  you  on  it;  and  I  hope  you  will  make  my  sentiments 
in  regard  to  it  known  to  the  government. 

As  I  presume  you  have  received  my  former  letters  and  documents,  mentioniog  my  move- 
meDt«,  1  will  coniioe  myself  in  this  to  the  most  recent  events  in  the  army  under  my  command. 

I  remained  in  San  Antonio  de  las  Huertas  more  than  a  month,  orgauizing  and  drilling 
the  forces  that  form  the  basis  of  the  army  corps  under  my  command  ;  but  as  it  was  very 
sickly  there,  and  the  supplies  were  nearly  exhausted,  I  determined  to  make  a  raid  upon  this 
place  from  the  good  accounts  I  had  of  it.  I  eflPected  this  on  the  1st  instant,  without  opposi- 
tioii,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  it  on  my  approach,  and  fallen  back  to  Augauguco  aud 
Maravatio. 

As  my  force  and  ammunition  are  not  sufficient  to  allow  me  to  attack  the  two  places,  I  re- 
main here.  The  neighboring  towns  ai'e  armed,  and  are  determined  to  defend  themselves, 
eren  if  I  leave  them.  Cavalry  companies  are  organizing  in  the  districts  of  Tacambaro  and 
Alio,  and  are  busy  annoying  the  enemy. 

The  district  of  Apatzigan,  once  not  very  friendly,  has  now  arisen  in  our  favor.  This 
change  has  been  made  by  the  good  conduct  of  the  new  chief  I  sent  there,  assisted  by  the 
death  of  Julian  Espinoza,  the  head  traitor,  who  was  killed  in  fight  at  Taucitaro. 

There  are  more  than  two  hundred  cavalry  and  one  hundred  infantry  arming  in  Quiroga; 
and,  in  fact,  they  are  striving  for  independence  in  every  part  of  the  State. 

I  also  take  pleasure  in  informing  ^uu  that  the  States  of  Jalisco,  Guanajuato,  and  Toluca 
are  daily  increasing  the  number  ot  defenders  of  independence.  I  heard  yesterday  that  a 
morement  was  making  against  the  invader  in  Tenoncingo  and  other  places  under  my  pro- 
tection, and  that  some  imperialists  took  part  in  it.  Encouraged  by  these  proceedings,  I 
only  wait  till  my  forces  are  organized  and  equipped  to  commence  an  expedition,  the  result 
of  which  I  will  make  known  to  you  whenever  it  occurs. 

From  what  I  have  already  written  you,  the  trouble  I  have  had  in  organizing  rny  forces 
most  be  known  to  you  ;  and  now  I  only  ask  you  to  do  what  you  can  to  assist  me.  ' 
In  tlie  mean  time  I  remain  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

N.  DE  REGULES. 

Minister  Matias  Eomero. 


Seflar  Romero  to  Mr.  Frederick  W,  Seward, 
[Translation.  ] 

Legation  of  Mexico  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washingioni  September  23,  •1866. 
Hy  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  yon  that  in  a  letter 
dated  Vera  Cruz,  the  12th  instant,  addreased  to  me  hj  a  gentleman  upon  whom 
I  can  rely,  it  ia  stated  that  the  steamer  Panama,  of  the  San  Nazaire  line,  arrived 
at  that  port  on  the  10th  instant,  having  on  board  one  hundred  and  thirty  recruits 
for  the  French  army  invading  Mexico. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Frederick  W.  Seward,  ^.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


M.  ROMERO. 


Senor  Romero  to  Mr,  k'eward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  September  24,  1866 
^r.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  No.  2^,  volume  2,  of  the 
offidal  paper  of  the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  24th  <»f 
Aogost  last,  and  to  call  your  attention  to  the  correspondence  therein  between 
General  Viezca,  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Goahuila,  and 
General  Mejia,  minister  of  war  and  marine  of  the  republic,  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
^wige  of  the  French  prisoners  captured  by  the  Mexican  forces  at  Santa  Isabel. 
Vol.  iii 17  C^r\c^n\o 
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I  also  enclose  No.  34  of  the  official  bulletin  of  the  headquarters  of  the  eastern 
line,  published  at  Tlacotalpam,  on  the  6th  instant,  containing  another  cor- 
respondence about  the  capitulation  of  the  city  of  Tlacotalpam  to  the  national 
forces,  and  the  exchange  of  prisoners  effected  by  General  Oarcia,  second  in  com- 
mand on  that  line. 

You  will  see  in  the  first  correspondence  that,  although  the  Mexican  govera- 
ment  consents  to  a  mutual  exchange  of  prisoners,  it  wishes  to  establish  u  a 
general  rule,  to  be  strictly  observed  by  the  enemy,  that  all  exchanges  made  here- 
after must  be  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  war  among  civilized  nations.  Yon 
will  perceive  that  this  just  proposal  is  rejected  by  General  Douay  in  his  letter 
to  General  Viezca,  from  Saltillo,  on  the  12th  of  July  last.  He  says  he  miut 
consult  General  Bazaine  on  the  subject  before  he  could  come  to  any  definite 
determination.  The  reason  why  the  invaders  refuse  to  comply  in  all  cases  with 
the  laws  of  humanity  and  war,  is  because  they  wish  to  continue  their  arbitrary 
conduct  on  this  line.  Whenever  the  national  forces  take  prisoners  from  them 
of  any  importance  they  propose  a  regular  change,  according  to  the  custom  of 
civilized  belligerents ;  otherwise,  they  sacrifice  Mexican  prisoners  barbaronslj 
by  court-martials,  that  judge  them  by  strange  rules,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  whole 
world,  as  is  well  known  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  contrary,  the  Mexican  army,  notwithstanding  their  indisputable  right 
to  repiisals,  after  witnessing  the  murder  of  thousands  of  their  people,  generals 
and  distinguished  patriots  among  them,  in  the  most  horrid  manner,  by  the 
invaders,  still  keep  French  prisoners  for  exchange,  unless  they  release  them 
unconditionally,  and  always  treat  them  with  a  lenity  and  consideration  of  which 
many  proofs  are  extant,  and  this  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  French  generals, 
as  you  will  see  in  the  communication  of  General  Douay  to  General  Viezca,  of 
th(^  14th  of  June  last,  also  published  in  the  enclosed  pHiper. 

This  furnishes  another  proof  of  the  inconsistency  of  the  French,  who,  afta 
announcing  that  they  had  no  regular  enemy  to  contend  with  in  Mexico  with 
which  they  could  treat  on  war  terms,  enter  into  negotiations  with  tlie  national 
forces,  and  try  to  effect  treaties  that  can  only  bo  concluded  between  belligerents. 

The  correspondence  found  in  the  official  bulletin  of  Tlacotalpam  shows  that 
nut  only  the  French  prisoners,  but  even  those  of  the  misled  Mexicans  who 
are  captured  fighting  for  intervention,  are  treated  humanely  by  officers  of  the 
army  that  is  defending  the  independence  of  the  republic 

1  have  seen  proper  to  expatiate  upon  these  particulars,  because  I  think  them 
important  to  furnish  the  United  States  government  an  idea  of  the  conduct  ob- 
served by  the  invaders  of  my  country. 

I  willingly  embrace  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc.  \ 


No.  1. 


[From  tiie  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  govemmeDt  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Chihna* 

bua,  Aucra8t24,  1866.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE—SECTION  FIRST. 

The  president  of  the  republic  has  learned  from  your  communication  of  the  8th  instant 
that  General  Douay  expressed  a  desire  to  enter  iuto  arrangements,  through  Simon  BlaacOi 
to  exchttuge  the  French  prisoners  captured  at  Santa  Isabel. 

The  treatment  of  our  men,  when  taken  prisoners,  would  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  nt  ^ 
treat  yours  in  a  similar  manner.  Our  humanity  and  benevolence  to  your  prisonerB,  ei- 
changing  them  when  requested,  is  recompensed  by  the  infamous  assassination  of  Q«ier*^ 
Arteuga,  Salazar,  and  manj  others,  on  your  part,  at  Morelia  and  other  places. 
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It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  rale  of  those  who  fi^ht  to  consolidate  the  monarchj  to  try  to  ex- 
tenninate  those  who  oppose  them  and  foreigu  iatervention ;  brut  such  barbarous  acts  hare 
not  been  Initiated  by  as,  nut  even  in  reprisals. 

In  consideration  of  this  the  president  has  determined  not  to  exchange  the  French  pris- 
oners in  his  hands  unless  the  French  general  will  promise  to  treat  our  prisoners  with  the 
same  consideration,  without  regard  to  the  dress  of  our  soldiers,  who  are  often  poorly  clad, 
and  not  in  uniform.  The  patriotism  of  our  people  is  so  great  they  fight  in  any  dress,  and 
shonld  have  the  greater  merit  for  it  and  not  condemned. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Paso,  May  3U  1866. 

MEJIA, 

General  Andres  Yibzca, 

Governor  and  Military  Commander  of  the 

State  of  Coakmla  de  Zaragoza,  (wherever  he  is  to  be  found.) 


No.  2. 

GOTEftHMEKT  AND  MILITARY  GOMMANDANCY  OP  THE  STATE  OP  COAHUILA  DE  ZARAGOZA. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  letters  of  a  correspondence  between  this  department 
and  General  Douay  the  terms  he  proposes  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners  taken  in  the  battle 
of  Santa  Isabel.  You  will  make  them  known  to  the  president  of  the  republic,  and  send  me 
liis  opinion  about  the  business,  or  you  may  send  them  directly  to  the  general-! n-chief  of  the 
aimy  corps  of  the  north,  who  transferred  the  prisoners  to  the  State  of  New  Leon  because  he 
apprehended  an  expedition  by  the  enemy  in  that  district. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Monclova,  June  17,  1866. 

A.  8.  VIEZCA. 

EdUARDO  MUZQUIZ, 

Secretary  to  the  Minister  of  War^  (wherever  he  is  to  be  found.) 


No.  3. 


Monclova,  Jane  9,  1866. 

Obkeral:  Dr.  Simon  Blanco,  of  this  city,  addressed  me  a  letter  on  the  1st  of  May  last, 
wking  if  the  French  prisoners  taken  at  Santa  Isabel  could  be  exchanged ;  he  also  sent  me 
two  hundred  dollars,  which  I  sent  to  the  chief  of  the  staff,  in  your  name,  to  be  delivered  to 
Lieutenant  Montier.     I  enclose  you  a  receipt  for  the  $200  sent  to  Montier.  * 

AboQt  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  submitted  the  proposals 
to  the  general  government,  that  will  decide  upon  them.  • 

I  do  not  reply  to  Mr.  Blanco,  because  I  have  resolved  to  have  no  communication  with  men 
who  have  denied  their  country,  and  deserted  it  in  the  day  of  its  misfortune.  So  I  address 
70a  as  a  worthy  enemy,  deserving  my  private  esteem  and  consideration. 

A.  S.  VIEZCA. 

General  DoUAY,  SattUlo, 

MoNCLOYA,  Jwne  17, 1866. 
A  tme  copy : 

EDUARDO  MUZQUIZ. 
Secretary  of  the  State  Oovemmemt. 


No.    . 

■XPKDITIOMARY    CORPS  OP    MEXICO,  FIRST   DIVISION  OF  INFANTRY,   HEADQUARTERS^ 

NUMBER  1257. 

Saltillo,  Jmu  14,  1866. 

GoERAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant 
iJBtt  Monclova.  Accept  my  thanks  for  forwarding  the  two  hundred  dollars  intended  for 
Montier  and  his  captive  companions.  I  hope  you  will  not  consider  me  importunate  if  I  ask 
7^  to  remit  two  hundred  dollars  more,  in  exchange  on  Monclova,  to  the  same  destination. 

Ido  not  wonder,  general,  that  you  have  not  the  authority  to  effect  the  exchange  of  our 
l>i*oiiera,  for  even  I  am  not  allowed  that  power ;  but  my  great  desire  to  free  my  prisoners 
muet  me  (0  write  you  this  letter,  knowing  you  will  try  to  effect  an  exchange.  ^  r 
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I  enclose  a  list  of  the  names  of  thirtj-one  Mexican  officers  confined  in  Pnebla,  and  one 
hnndred  and  four  Mexicans, 'six  of  tbem  officers,  taken  from  Cortinas,  now  in  Vera  Cnu.  I 
think  the  marshal  would  consent  to  exchange  these  prisoners  for  the  French  taken  at  Sasta 
Isabel  on  the  Ist  of  March,  and  at  Parral  on  the  13tn  of  August  last,  and  for  some  Mexican 
officers  lately  captured  in  Chihuahua  by  Terrazas.  I  do  not  know  if  Montier  and  his  com- 
panions in  captivity  are  allowed  to  communicate  with  their  friends ;  if  they  are  not,  I  be^ 
you  to  permit  them  to  do  so.  I  see  no  impropriety  in  it,  if  the  liters  are  first  sent  to  yoa 
unsealed. 

Tou  see,  general,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  appeal  to  your  feelings  of  humanity  and  courte^  in 
effecting  the  proposed  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Accept  my  thanks  in  advance,  with  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

F.  DOUAY, 
General  of  Division,  Commanding  l$t  Infantry  Division,  Expeditionary  Corps, 

General  Yiezca,  Monclova, 

MONCLOFA,  June  17,  1866. 

A  complete  copy : 

EDUARDO  MUZQUIZ, 
Secretary  of  the  State  ChremmenL 


No.  5. 
List  of  Mexican  prisoners  taken  at  Oaxaca  by  the  French,  and  now  eoi^ned  in  FuAU. 

Lieutenant  tolonels:  Mariano  Jiminez,  Jos^  Alvarez,  Remedies  Perez,  Vicente  Lozano, 
Apolonio  Duval,  Jos6  Maria  Omana,  Ignacio  Castaneda. 

Battalion  and  squadron  commanders :  Jesus  Sosa,  Jos^  Maria  Ramirez,  Maximo  Velasco, 
Joaquin  Vallesteros,  Julian  Jaramillio,  Jos^  M.  Pallacios,  Ambrosio  Alonso. 

Captains:  Luis  Cataneo,  Jesus  Recaido,  Jos^  Vera,  Emilio  Legaspe,  Carlos  Bennecos. 

Lieutenants:  Francisco  Figueroa,  Francisco  Bueno,  Jos6  Olivera,  Emilio  Delicado,  Migael 
Gonzales,  Ramon  Contreras,  Jesus  Herrera. 

Under  lieutenants:  Manuel  Sabnir6,  Manue  Pineda,  Juan  Alvarez,  Amado  Cataneo. 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  six  officers  captured  by  Mejia  recently  in  the  vicinity  of  Matt- 
moras,  and  one  hundred  and  four  soldiers,  now  prisoners  of  war  in  Vera  Cruz,  by  order  of 
the  government.  All  these  will  be  exchanged  for  seventy -eight  men,  one  officer  XAvo.  at 
Santa  Isabel,  and  fourteen  at  Parral  in  August  last,  with  a  few  Mexican  officers  taktn  in 
Chihuahua  by  Luis  Terrazas. 

MoNCLOVA,  June  17,  J866. 
A  true  copy : 

EDUARDO  MUZQUIZ,  Secrtiary. 


No.  6. 

JOEPARTMEMT  OF  STATE,   OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  FIRST. 

I  answered  your  communication  in  reference  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  captured  at 
Santa  Isabel,  dated  the  8th  of  May,  on  the  ^t Ist  of  thai  month,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Simon  Blanco,  and  one  from  the  commander  of  the  first  infantry  division  of  the  expe- 
ditionary army;  and  in  my  answer  I  gave  you  the  terms  of  exchange.  Tour  note  of  the, 
17th  of  June  last  reached  me  to-day.  It  is  in  relation  to  the  same  subject,  and  contains 
copies  of  your  letter  to  General  Douay,  and  his  answer,  containing  formal  proposals  for  ex- 
change of  prisoners.  In  view  of  what  has  been  said,  the  President  of  the  republic  intrusts 
the  exchange  of  the  French  prisoners  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  taken  at  Santa  Isabel,  to 
Tonr  care,  giving  for  them  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers  mentioned  by  Qeneral  Douay  in 
iiis  communication  of  the  14th  of  June  last. 

This  communication  is  copied  for  the  information  of  the  general-in-chief  of  the  army  oorpa 
of  the  north. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Chihuahua,  July  6,  1866. 

MEJU. 

The  Governor  and  Miutary  Commander 

of  the  State  of  Coahuila,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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No.r. 

MCnCAK  REPUBLIC,    GOVERNMENT   AND    MILITARY   COMMANDANCY   OF  THE   STATE    OP 

COAHUILA  DB  ZARAGOKA. 

Your  note  of  tbe  6th  instant  informs  me  that  the  President  has  authorized  me  to  exchange 
Uie  French  prisoners  of  Parral  and  Santa  Isabel  for  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers  men- 
tioned  bj  General  Douaj  in  his  letter  of  the  14th  of  Jane  last. 

On  the  8th  instant  I  addressed  a  note,  (No.  1,)  to  him,  of  which  I  enclose  a  certified  copy, 
coDtainiDe  terms  of  exchange,  sent  me  on  the  31  st  May  from  the  department.  I  also  enclose 
Geoer&l  Douay's  answer  to  me,  marked  No.  2.  By  it  you  will  see  that  nothing  can  be  done 
till  be  hears  from  General  Bazaine. 

All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the 
republic. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Parras,  July  24,  1866. 

A.  8.  VIEZCA. 

Tbe  Minister  of  War  and  Marine,  ChthMohua, 


No.  8. 


MEXICAN  REPUBLIC,  GOVERNMENT  AND  MILITARY  COMMANDANCY  OP  THE  STATE  OP  COA 

HUILA  DE  ZARAGOZA. 

Parras,  July  8,  1866. 
Okkeral:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  a  certified  copy  of  the  resolution  which  the 
rapieme  government  of  the  republic  that  I  serve  has  been  pleitsed  to  adopt  in  regard  to  the 
Mgociations  you  took  the  trouble  to  initiate  for  the  exchange  of  the  prisoners  of  Farral  and 
SftDta  Isabel. 

I  hope  you  will  find  the  conditions  announced  in  the  resolution  as  just,  reasonable,  and 
foondeid  on  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  war,  particularly  as  you  refer  in  your  last  note  to 
humanity  towards  the  conquered,  in  which  sentiment  I  am  pleased  to  say  we  both  agree.  I 
fkoold  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  perpetration  of  acts  by  the  enemy  that  might  force  tbe  repub- 
Tican  troops  to  the  extreme  of  reprisals,  so  contrary  to  the  good  principles  jof  civilization  and 
tbe  rights  of  humanity. 

I  reoiain,  general,  your  attentive  servant, 

A-  S.  VIEZCA. 
General  DoUAY,  SaltiUo, 


No.  9. 

GOVERNMENT  AND  MILITARY  COMMANDANCY  OP  THE  STATE,  PARRAS,  JULY  24,  1866. 

EXraDlTIONARY    CORPS    OP    MEXICO,    PIRST    DIVISION    OP    INPANTRY    HEADQUARTERS, 
NUMBER   1476 — EXCHANGE  OF  PRISONERS. 

Saltillo,  July  12,  1866. 
Qbveral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  July, 
coolaiDiDg  the  copy  of  an  official  document  relative  to  the  proposed  exchange  of  French 
pnsoDers  taken  at  Santa  Isab^  and  Parral.  Tbe  gpreat  desire  I  had  to  cAtxy  out  this  humane 
negotiation,  of  advantage  to  the  whole  world,  makes  me  lament  that  the  said  letter  on  exchange 
of  pdsoners  contains  conditions  which  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  accept,  or  even  discuss  it. 
All  I  can  do  is  to  refer  it  to  the  marshal  commander-in-chief. 

I  will  not  close  this  letter  without  thanking  you  for  the  interest  you  have  taken  in  this 
■Mtter,  and  begging  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

DOUAY, 
General  ConCdg  Fir$t  Divisian  of  Infantry  of  Mexican  Expeditionary  Corps, 
General  A  Viezca,  Parral,      ' 


No.  10. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  OPFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  PIRST. 

Tie  President  of  the  republic  is  informed  by  your  despatch  of  the  24th  July  last,  enclosing 
Xoi.  1  and  2  of  the  last  correspondence  between  you  and  General  Douay,  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
<^™geof  the  prisonen  that  were  taken  from  the  invading  army  in  the  action  at  Santa  Isabel, 
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that  the  business  is  still  pending,  as  Oeneral  Donaj  is  awaiting^  the  decision  of  Qenenl  Bt. 
zaine. 

You  were  directly  authorized  to  attend  to  this  basineas,  became  the  commandeHn-cbief  ot 
the  army  of  the  north,  who  was  informed  of  it,  was  bo  far  off.  The  principles  npon  which  the 
anthorization  of  the  exchange  was  based  are  those  observed  by  civilized  nations,  and  which 
the  government  of  the  republic  has  tried  to  follow  in  all  its.  acts,  in  contrast  to  abases  coffl- 
mitted  by  the  enemy. 

Independence  and  liberty '  Chihuahua,  August  21 ,  1866. 

MEJIA 

General  A.  8.  Viezca, 

Governor  and  Military  Commander  of  the  StaU  of  CoakuUa  de  Zaragoza,  at  SaltiUo, 


No.  11. 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC. 

Colonel  Camacbo,  commanding  the  imperialist  troops  in  front,  has  sent  me  at  8  o*clock  this 
morning  the  following  communication : 

**  Mexican  Empire,  Tlacotalpam, 

''August  18, 1866. 

*'  On  surrendering  this  city  to  you,  according  to  my  agreement  with  the  ^neral  second  in 
command  of  the  eastern  line,  I  have  also  the  honor  to  turn  over  to  you  pnvates  Dooaciano 
Cruz,  Lucas  Villanca,  Casimiro  Rodriguez,  and  Eufrurio  Canada,  made  prisoners  to  the 
command  of  said  general  on  the  10th  instant,  and  Juan  Manuel,  captured  on  the  25th  Maj 
last.  I  request  you  to  send  me,  in  exchange,  to  Alvarado  an  equal  number  of  my  soldiers 
made  prisoners  in  the  6ght  of  the  10th  of  this  month.  Relying  on  your  generosity  and  hon- 
orable antecedents,  I  leave  in  your  power  privates  M.  Garcia,  J.  Yalderama,  F.  Espinosa, 
A.  Perez,  F.  Flores,  N.  Arellano,  B.  Hernandez,  and  L.  Barrera,  of  my  command,  who  sre 
very  sick  and  cannot  be  removed.  I  hope  you  will  let  me  know  when  they  are  able  to  join 
me,  that  I  may  send  for  them. 

'*  Having  known  you,  colonel,  a  long  time  since,  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  deal  with  yon  on 
this  occasion,  and  improve  it  to  tender  you  my  most  distinjvuished  consideration  and  esteem. 

**MAKIAN0  CAMACHO,  Ctdond." 

I  have  answered  as  follows : 

**  Mexican  Republic:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  polite  communication  of  to-day,  relative  to 
the  surrender  of  this  place  according  to  the  agreements  concluded  between  you  and  the  general 
second  in  command  of  the  eastern  line.  I  thank  you  for  the  good  treatment  received  by  oar 
soldiers  made  prisoners  in  the  fightof  the  10th  instant.  I  will  send  you  to  Alvarado  an  equal 
number  of  prisoners  of  your  command,  in  compliance  with  your  wishes. 

**  I  duly  appreciate  your  confidence  in  leavmg  under  my  care  the  sick  of  your  aommand; 
they  shall  be  treated  as  brothers,  and  may  God  crown  my  efforts  to  restore  them  to  health. 

"I  also  am  gratified  to  deal  with  you  on  this  occasion,  and  seize  it  to  tender  you  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

**LUIS  MIERZ  TERAN,  Coloneir 

It  is  37  minutes  after  8  a.  m.,  and  I  receive  a  message  from  Colonel  Camacbo  to  the  effect 
that  the  place  is  evacuated  by  his  troops.     I  proceed  to  occupj%it,  and  issue  there  this  com- 
munication. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Tlacotalpam,  August  18,  1866. 

LUIS  MIERZ  TERAN. 
The  Citizen  General, 

Suond  in  Command  of  the  Eastern  Line, 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Setvard, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  thb  Unitbd  States  op  Ambbica, 

Washtn/(ton,  September  29,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  mentioAed  in  the  accoHi- 
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psDjiiig  index  relative  to  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna's  offer  of  his  ser- 
rices  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  to  which  I  alluded  in  mj  notes  of  the  26th 
of  May  and  the  12th  of  August  last  to  your  department. 

I  am  pleased  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary, the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


hdex  of  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
State  of  the  United  States  teith  its  note  of  this  date^  relating  to  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa 
Anna, 


No. 


Date. 


Contents. 


1866. 
Sept.     5 

Sept.  20 
June  28 

July    16 


5 

6 

Joly 
Aug. 

17 

27 

7 

Aug. 

28 

9 

Aug. 

28 

9 

Sepf. 

1 

10 

SepL 

5 

Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Auna*s  reply  to  Mr.  Romero's  letter  of  the 
2r)th  of  May  last,  and  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada*8  note  of  the  6th  of  July 
following. 

Mr.  Romero's  refutation  of  Don  A.  L.  de  Santa  Anna's  cliarges  and  impu- 
tations in  the  preceding  letter. 

Extracts  of  the  case  of  Taylor  against  Montgomery  and  Canedo,  abont  the 
purchase  of  the  steamer  Agnes,  in  the  name  of  Don  A.  L.  de  Santa 
Anna,  to  bring  him  from  St.  Thomas  to  the  United  States. 

Extracts  from  the  report  of  the  suit  of  Don  A.  L.  de  Santa  Anna  against 
Abraham  Baiz,  for  embezzlement  of  money  given  to  him  in  trust. 

Reply  of  Abraham  Baiz's  lawyers. 

Santa  Anna's  case  in  the  supreme  court  of  New  York,  before  Judge  Bar- 
nard, against  Dario  Mazuera  and  Abraham  Baiz  for  breach  of  trust. 

Notice  of  the  suit  of  L.  Martin  Montgomery  against  Don  A.  L.  de  Santa 
Anna,  demanding  $60,000  for  services  rendered  as  his  agent 

Santa  Anna's  power  of  attorney  given  to  Dario  Mazuera,  in  St.  Thomas, 
on  the  12th  of  December,  1^5,  authorizing  him  to  act  for  him  in  the 
United  States. 

Notice  of  L.  M.  Montgomery's  suit  against  Don  A.  L.  de  Santa  Anna,  for 
services  rendered. 

Notice  of  Emilia  Cupia's  suit  against  Don  Luis  G.  Vidal  y  Rivas  for  debt, 
and  his  imprisonment. 


No.  I. 

No.  8  West  Twenty-eighth  Street, 

New  York,  September  5,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  acknowledfre  receipt  of  yoiu'  note  of  the  5th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  that  of  Don 
Sebtttian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  dated  at  Chinuahua,  July  6,  1866. 

I  bad  previously  received  your  letter  of  May  25,  in  reply  to  my  own  of  the  2l8t  of  the  same 
ttonth,  io  which  I  tendered  once  more  my  8ervi«*es  for  the  defence  of  the  national  cause.  The 
singnjar  terms  of  which  you  make  use  in  this  letter,  casting  highly  offensive  and  unjust  iai- 
putatioos  vn  my  character,  had  restrained  me  from  answering  it ;  but,  as  the  two  not^^s  men- 
tioned at  the  beginning  of  this  communication  reproduce  ana  officially  approve  those  terms, 
I  iiD  compelled  to  reply  to  those  imputations  once  for  all.  Before  going  any  further,  allow 
me  to  observe  that  the  rude  and  aggressive  tone  in  which  you  respond  to  the  courteous  offer 
of  my  services  in  so  solemn  a  cause  seems  to  me  not  only  out  of  place,  but  wholly  unworthy 
ofapobiic  man. 

Id  the  notes  alluded  to,  you  see  fit  to  make  me  the  object  of  the  most  blackening  charges. 
8«nor  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  with  eoual  disregard,  adopts  the  same  course.  I  feel,  therefore,  in 
<liit7  bonnd,  for  the  sake  of  truth,  to  oppose  to  said  charges  my  most  explicit  and  emphatic 
deoiftl 

Tou  say  in  your  letter  of  May  25,  (subsequently  approved  by  Senor  Tejada, )  that  "  I  was 
tbi  first  to  solicit  the  establishment  of  a  European  monarchy  in  Mexico  when  I  was  at  the 
wad  of  the  supreme  government^"  and  that  *'I  have  recognized  and  supported  the  interven- 
u?  ^^.J^®  French  Emperor  in  our  country's  affairs,  as  appears  from  documents  recently  pub- 
I  bad.'n|itil  uow,  no  idea  that  any  one  would  regard  as  real  evidence  the  gratui- 
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tons  obarges  of  persons  who,  amon^  omr  own  coantrTinen  as  well  as  among  other  people,  av» 
ever  found  readj  to  atlack  the  members  of  any  g^ovemment  wHhoat  specify! ng  or  prorinfr  in 
proper  form  any  of  their  accusations,  but  content  themselves  with  uttering  yam  and  de- 
clamatory accusations  that  have  no  weight  except  in  the  estimation  of  the  ignorant.  If 
the  urbanity  and  courtesy  with  which  I  have  always  treated  even  those  whom  I  have 
had  to  oppose,  has  induced  you  to  suspect  me  ^f  supporting  this  or  that  form  of  govem- 
ment,  you  have  fallen  into  a  very  serious  mistake.  In  our  past  national  struggles  I  have 
always  treated  Frenchmen,  Spaniards,  and  North  Americans,  even  on  the  field  of  battle,  with 
that  politeness  which  is  invariably  observed  among  cultivated  men.  It  was  reserved  f€Tj<n. 
and  Senor  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  reject  the  offer  of  my  services  to  our  country  under  the  very 
strange  pretext,  indeed,  of  my  alleged  treason  to  all  causes  and  parties. 

If  we  except  the  present  struggle,  (and,  as  you  say,  it  was  brought  upon  our  country,  not 
by  me,  but  by  our  evil  passions  and  domestic  discords,)  there  has  not  been  a  single  instance 
in  which  Mexico,  from  the  time  of  her  political  transformation  in  1821,  has  been  engaged  in 
war  that  I  was  not  the  first  to  come  forward  to  serve  her  unreseivedly  with  my  person  and 

{>rivate  resources.  Thus  yon  see  that  the  courtesy  and  politeness  with  which  I  uieated  the 
mperial  authorities,  when  it  became  necessary,  is  inadvertently  made  the  basis  of  a  charge 
of  treason  against  me,  and  it  is  taken  for  granted  that  my  obedience  to  the  plain  dictates  of 
prudence  is  nothing  but  infidelity  to  my  country.  Facts,  with  their  irresistible  logic  are 
justifying  me.  Those  decrees  of  expulsion  with  which  the  French  intervention  has  favored 
me  do  not  certainly  afford  evidence  of  that  support  given  to  the  usurpers  which  has  been  80 
gratuitously  attributed  to  me. 

Further  on  you  state  your  reasons  for  not  accepting  my  services  on  behalf  of  the  repabhcan 
cause,  remarking  that  *'  during  the  late  yean  of  my  lite  I  have  appeared  associated  with  the 
conservative  party  of  Mexico,  a  party  which,"  you  say,  **ha8  promoted  the  anti-patriottc 
project  of  subjugating  Mexico.'*  "This,"  you  continue,  **  would  cause  every  one  to  frar  that 
by  having  a  share  in  the  affairs  of  the  republic  I  should  contemplate  a  new  revolution,  as  (so 
you  say)  I  have  done  at  other  times  in  favur  of  the  same  party,  and  with  the  decided  objeet 
of  securing  the  impunity  of  its  guilty  members,  thus  disappointing  the  reasonable  hopes  of 
our  people." 

I  do  not  understand  how  ideas  so  erroneous  and  incoherent  can  have  occurred  to  yocu  If 
any  real  fear  is  entertained  of  my  supposed  design  to  lead  a  new  revolution  in  the  exclnsive 
interest  of  one  party,  let  me  ask  how  could  I  start  such  a  scheme  by  placing  my  sword  at 
the  service  of  its  most  bitter  antagonists?  If  such  were  the  case  I  should  be  commencing  in 
the  worst  possible  manner,  and  should  sacrifice  by  such  a  step  that  irresistible  influence 
which  jou  t*ay  that  I  hold  over  the  conservative  party.  Moreover,  it  would  become  impea- 
sible  in  such  a  vray  for  me  to  make  a  whol«,  unitorm,  and  compact  body  of  that  party.  If 
I  had  any  other  object  in  view  than  that  of  uniting  all  parties  in  the  defence  of  the  repnbhe 
and  its  independence,  I  would  not  have  placed  my  services  at  the  disposal  of  those  very  leaders 
whom  I  had  heretofore  to  oppose  in  arms  while  I  was  at  the  head  of  public  a^irs,  and  they 
were  trying  to  disturb  public  order  and  to  upset  our  political  institutions.  By  this  step  I 
have  tried  to  8et  an  example,  for  our  ruin  is  certain  if,  in  the  interest  of  our  common  coontry, 
we  do  not  all  forget  our  domestic  dissensions  and  discords,  and  use  our  united  endeavors  m 
defence  of  the  republic  against  all  foreign  and  domestic  enemies. 

You,  as  well  as  Senor  Tejada,  charge  that  I  did  not  offer  my  services  to  the  republic  in  the 
day  when  the  intervention  appeared  tuo  powerful,  but  that  now  I  do,  when  the  intervention 
is  about  to  be  abandoned.  I  never  looked  upon  the  intervention  as  a  very  powerful  and 
permanent  institution.  There  is  no  foreign  yoke  so  strong  that  a  people,  however  weak  they 
may  be,  caunut  finally  shake  off.  But  it  is  sad  for  one  who  loves  his  country  to  see  ill 
feelings,  hatred,  and  revenge  preside  over  the  councils  of  even  those  who  are  at  the  head  of 
a  movement  so  worthy  of  the  best  success. 

I  do  not,  indeed,  deplore  so  much  the  calumnious  imputations  of  which  I  am  made  the 
object  as  that  inexorable  disregard  with  which  the  extermination  of  an  important  and  valo- 
able  circle  of  Mexican  society  is  boldly  proclaimed.  The  terms  in  which  you  and  the  gov- 
ernment at  Chihuahua  proscribe  a  numerous  party  of  the  Mexican  people,  form  a  perfectly 
horrible  programme  of  death  and  desolation.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  set  a  place  on  fire,  but 
not  so  easy  to  set  bounds  to  the  damage  it  may  do,  or  to  foretell  the  number  of  victims  it 
may  sweep  away. 

I  do  firmly  believe  that  unless  our  domestic  quarrels  and  hatreds  be  stifled,  we  can  never 
expect  to  witoess  a  cessation  of  this  effusion  of  blood  by  our  countrymen,  or  an  end  to  the 
calamities  that  now  afiHict  our  unfortunate  nation.  Out  of  decorum  I  have  carefully  ab- 
stained from  making  any  personal  imputations  while  repelling  the  charges  with  which  yon 
and  Senor  Tejada  have  sought  to  overwhelm  me,  and  which  rest  on  the  supposition  that  I 
am  influenced  by  the  worst  of  motives,  and  to  judge  even  my  inward  intentions.  Are  yon 
not  aware  of  the  confiscation  of  my  valuable  estates  by  the  imperial  authorities  in  puxush- 
meut  of  my  adhesion  to  the  national  cause  1 

I  might  as  well  have  made  no  reply  to  the  vague  and  unfounded  charges  contained  inyoir 
notes  alluded  to,  but  I  feared  that  my  silence  regarding  points  of  so  much  delicacy  may  be 
construed  in  an  unfavorable  sense. 

As  to  my  past  career,  to  which  you  allude  by  s^ng  that  I  have  served  all  partiea,  allov 
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me  to  inform  jon  that  no  partisan  feeling  has  ever  actuated  my  official  conduct.  As  a  soldier 
I  have  always  been  fonnd  at  the  post  assigned  to  me  by  my  duty.  You  cannot  be  ignorant 
that,  in  our  intematioDal  conflicts,  I  have  always  fought  under  that  same  flag  which  I  was 
the  first  to  unfurl  before  the  civilized  world — even  oefore  the  formation  of  our  republic 
The  rough  terms  in  which  your  notes  reject  my  services  do  not  deter  me  from  doing  my  best 
in  behalf  of  our  people.  1  am  still  influenced  by  the  same  desire.  I  acknowledge  the  same 
duty  of  using  in  the  service  of  my  country  that  sword  with  which  she  honored  me  in  her 
brigbtettt  days.  The  people  to  whom  you  appeal  will  know  how  to  appreciate  my  devoted- 
uess  in  thus  disregarding  the  scorn  of  men  whom  I  had  to  oppose,  in  former  times,  in  the 
defence  of  our  Mexican  institutions.  For  my  part  1  will  always  continue  to  promote  union 
among  our  countrymen,  considering  it  an  indispensable  condition  for  the  triumph  of  the 
republic 

4.  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  DE  STA.  ANNA. 
His  Excellency  Don  M.  Romero, 

Mimisler/nnn  the  Republic  qf  Mexico^  at  WashiMgton,  D.  C. 


No.  2. 


Washington,  September  20,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  Night  before  last  I  received  yotir  communication  of  the  5th  instant,  in  reply 
to  mine  of  the  25th  of  May  last  and  6th  of  August  following,  with  the  last  of  which  I  sent 
yoa  the  answer  of  our  government  to  your  offer  of  services  m  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  May 
alr<eady  mentioned. 

The  reason  why  it  was  so  long  reaching  me  was,  it  was  mailed  unpaid  to  the  post  office, 
most  hkely  through  the  oversight  of  your  secretary,  as  you  will  see  by  the  envelope  which  I 
return  to  you,  and  was  not  forwarded,  but  sent  to  the  dead  letter  office  of  the  department  in 
Washington,  whence  it  was  sent  to  me  by  courtesy  the  night  before  last.  I  make  this  ex- 
planation to  excuse  myself  for  not  answering  your  communication  sooner. 

Hera  I  ought  to  conclude  this  letter  were  it  not  for  your  remarks  and  charges  made  upon 
the  goTemmeut  I  represent,  and  upon  me  in  person,  which  compel  me  to  give  a  more  lengthy 
reply  to  your  communication.  This  I  prefer  doing  in  a  private  letter,  because  I  can  thus 
ipeak  to  yon  more  frankly  than  I  could  in  the  official  style. 

You  call  the  language  used  in  the  reply  to  your  offer  of  services  as  seeming  rude  and 
offensive,  and  you  term  it  improper  and  altogether  unsuited  to  public  men.  These  com- 
pUdnts,  which  I  think  without  foundation,  reached  me  since  my  letter  of  the  25th  of  May 
WM  in  the  hands  of  your  commissioners.  If  you  had  confined  yourself  to  making  an  offer 
of  your  services  in  writing,  1  would  have  done  no  more  than  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

C communication,  and  informed  you  that  I  would  transmit  it  to  my  government ;  but, 
es  writing,  you  saw  proper  to  send  a  committee  composed  of  four  gentlemen,  who  were 
to  explain  your  wishes  and  plan?  to  me.  According  to  your  instructions,  and  the  tenor  of 
joar  letter  of  the  21st  of  May  to  me,  they  entered  into  minute  explanations,  with  great  can- 
dor 00  my  part,  about  the  condition  of  our  country,  and  the  propriety  of  accepting  or  de- 
eHning  your  services.  After  two  long  interviews  with  them,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  put  the 
principal  points  of  my  remarks  in  writing,  so  that  there  should  be  no  doubt  about  my  mean- 
ing. In  my  letter  I  did  my  best  to  be  frank  without  being  disrespectful  to  you.  I  had  no 
caoBe  to  offend  you,  nor  would  I  have  used  it  had  there  been  a  reason.  I  have  too  much 
respect  for  the  position  in  which  my  government  has  placed  me  to  abuse  it  by  entering  into 
penonal  disputes.  Moreover,  it  would  have  been  very  ungenerous  in  me  to  seek  to  offend 
yoa  when  you  were  offering  your  services  to  our  country.  This  is  not  my  nature.  If,  there- 
fore, yon  found  some  sentences  in  my  letter  which  you  thought  harsh,  and  perhaps  so  might 
lave  been,  you  must  attribute  them  to  the  circumstances  and  facts  emanating  from  your  an- 
tecedenta,  luid  not  to  any  ignoble  desire  to  insult  you. 

Allow  me,  sir,  to  inform  you,  once  for  all,  that,  as  I  took  no  part  in  the  public  affairs  of 
oor  country  while  you  were  in  it — for  I  have  only  been  connected  with  politics  in  Mexico 
since  December,  J  855,  and  you  left  Vera  Cruz  in  August  of  that  year — I  have  never  had  you 
for  an  opponent  in  politics,  nor  have  I  suffered  any  injury  from  you  or  your  government,  and, 
of  course,  have  not  the  slightest  cause  of  resentment  against  you.  I  look  upon  you  as  a  his- 
torical character,  and  I  judge  you,  and  have  always  judged  you,  as  far  as  I  was  able,  with 
tbe  lame  impartiality  you  might  expect  from  future  generations. 

Toa  complain  that  I  made  charges  against  vou  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  of  May,  which 
jon  term  defamatory,  and  say  are  without  foundation.     They  are  two,  namely : 

Finit  That  yuu  were  first  to  solicit  the  establishment  of  a  foreign  monarchy  in  Mexico 
wb«n  you  exercised  the  supreme 'power. 

^  iieeond  That  you  recognized  and  supported  the  intervention  which  the  Emperor  of  the 
Krench  has  brought  to  our  country. 

ITie^e  two  facts  are  so  well  known,  and  have  been  acknowledged  by  you  on  so  many  oc* 
esskHks,  and  in  so  many  ways,  that  I  am  surprised  that  you  now  attempt  to  deny  them,  and 
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that  70a  term  them  "  frratnitous  imputations.'*  You  maj  allege,  as  an  extenuating  drcum- 
stance,  that  you  were  mistaken,  as  you  have  already  said ;  you  may  say  that  the  error  was 
in  good  faitb ;  that  thus  you  thought  to  promote  the  well-being  and  prosperity  of  our  couii> 
try ;  but  the  fact  that  you  solicited  the  establishment  of  a  foreign  goremmeot  in  Mexico,  and 
that  you  acknowledged  and  submitted  to  French  intervention,  and  gave  it  the  support  of 
your  name,  is  altogether  undeniable.  ^ 

To  convince  you  that  I  am  not  "  repeating  toe  imputations  that  have  been  thrown  upon 
you  without  proof  or  substantiation  of  the  charges,'*  I  would  inform  you,  at  the  risk  of 
being  prolix,  that  the  publications  recently  made  by  your  late  political  friends  furnish  ill 
the  proof  necessary  in  this  particular.  The  full  powers  you  gave  to  Don  Jos4  Maria  Gutier- 
rez de  Estrada,  on  the  1st  aay  of  July,  1854,  while  you  were  dictator  in  Mexico,  **  authori- 
zing him  to  negotiate  with  the  courts  of  London,  Paris,  Madrid,  and  Vienna,  and  to  mnke 
due  efforts  to  obtain  from  these  governments,  or  any  one  of  them,  the  establishment  of  a 
monarchy,  derived  from  one  of  the  dynastic  houses  of  those  powers  :  **  This  might  prore 
whether  or  not  how  disinterested  you  were,  when  you  were  ready  to  give  up  your  place  to  & 
foreign  prince  at  a  time  when  you  could  have  made  yourself  monarch,  as  you  assert  in  yoor 
manifest  of  the  7th  of  June  last ;  but  it  leaves  the  fact  tbat  you  did  solicit  the  establishment 
of  a  European  monarchy  beyond  doubt. 

In  the  same  documents  before  quoted,  published  in  January  last  in  numbers  20  and  23  of 
the  so-called  Diario  del  Imperio,  the  authenticity  of  which  you  have  never  dispnted,  it  is 
seen  fhat  as  soon  as  you  heard  that  the  Emperor  Napoleon  had  decided  to  send  the  Arch- 
duke Maximilian  to  Mexico -that  is,  on  the  30th  of  November,  i861,«even  before  the  allied 
forces  had  arrived  upon  the  territory  of  the  republic  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Gutierrez  Estrada 
from  the  island  of  8t  Thomas,  as  follows : 

**The  candidate  of  whom  you  speak  (his  imperial  highness  the  Archduke  Maximilian)  is 
unexceptionable,  and,  of  course,  I  hasten  to  give  him  my  approbation.'*  Not  yet  satisfied, 
you  wrote  a  letter  to  the  archduke  himself  on  the  22d  of  December,  1863,  expressing  great 
admiration  for  him  personally,  and  making  protests  of  submission  of  such  a  nature  thej 
might  serve  as  a  model  of  epistolary. style  for  despotic  goveroments. 

You  next  went  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  on  the  2pith  February,  1864,  you  wrote  to  Don  Juan  de 
D.  Peza,  so-called  under-secretary  of  war  and  marine  of  the  regency  established  by  the 
French,  informing  him  you  had  returned  to  Mexii-o  '  *  to  co-operate,  as  much  as  you  wmld, 
in  the  consolidation  of  the  government  created  by  the  intervention ;  '*  and  you  concluded  by 
asking  that  the  so-called  regency  might  give  you  auy  orders  it  est«emed  convenient. 

If,  after  this,  you  persist  in  saying  you  did  not  recognize  the  acts  of  the  French  interren 
tion,  we  must  coufess  that  language  with  you  has  a  different  meaning  from  what  the  gene- 
rality of  men  give  to  it. 

In  the  communication  I  am  now  answering  you  say:  "If  you  take  the  politeness  and 
civility  with  which  1  am  accustomed  to  treat  even  those  who  are  opposed  to  me  as  evidences 
of  a  support  to -this  or  that  government,  you  are  very  much  mistaken." 

If  you  call  your, support  of  French  intervention  in  Mexico  by  the  name  of  civility  and 
politeness,  we  can  haidly  believe  your  offer  of  service^i  to  us  in  May  last  to  be  serious.  Pcr- 
naps  you  will  hereafter  call  that  mere  politeness  and  civility,  particular  when,  on  comparing 
the  terms  of  the  two  offers,  we  find  the  language  of  the  latter  much  more  expressive  than 
that  of  the  former. 

Continuing  your  very  difficult  task  to  prove  that  you  did  not  recognize  intervention,  yon 
aay: 

**  Facts  are  in  open  contradiction  to  you.  Did  the  partisans  of  Maximilian,  or  the  Freneh 
who  sustained  him^  allow  me  to  stay  a  moment  on  the  soil  of  our  country  ?" 

And  further  on  you  add : 

**  Do  you  not  know  that  my  immense  est'ites  have  been  confiscated  as  a  punishment  for  my 
adhesion  to  the  national  cause?" 

Because  the  French  and  traitors  did  not  admit  you,  it  is  no  proof  that  you  did  not  ofler 
them  the  influence  of  your  name,  and  even  the  assistance  of  your  sword  ;  but  it  is  a  pro<^ 
that,  on  account  of  your  past  conduct,  and  from  the  peculiarities  of  the  present,  you  did  not 
inspire  them  with  confidence. 

The  fact  that  tlie  usurper  has  ordered  the  sequestration  of  your  property  in  the  State  of 
Vera  Cruz,  far  from  demonstrating  that  you  did  not  recognize  him,  is  a  p<oof  that  yon  are 
a  traitor  to  his  cause.  The  property  of  Mexicans  who  did  their  duty  from  the  nrst  by 
opposing  French  intervention  and  all  its  consequences,  has  not  been  systematically  seques- 
trated or  confiscated,  while  yours  has  been.  This  goes  to  show  that  you  have  been  with 
them,  and  they  have  reason  to  treat  you  with  especial  severity. 

These  two  points  settled,  I  now  proceed  to  tho  others  mentioned  in  your  communication. 

You  say  in  two  places  that  I  rejected  your  services,  which  I  do  not  think  is  exactly  so. 
Tou  offered  them  to  my  government,  through  me.  I  immediately  sent  your  offer  to  the 
President  of  the  republic,  and  in  my  conference  with  your  commissioners  I  told  them  frankly 
why  I  thought  it  was  doubtful  whether  they  would  be  accepted,  and  why  I  could  not  accept 
them.  The  government  could  have  accepted  them  even  after  what  1  said,  if  it  deemed  it 
would  be  for  the  interests  of  our  country. 

Among  the  reasons  I  then  gave  for  thinking  of  doubtful  expediency  the  acceptance  of 
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your  offer,  T  mentioned  that  your  alliance  during^  the  last  yean  of  yoor  life  with  the  conser- 
Tatire  party  of  Mexico,  who  have  been  the  originators  and  supporters  of  the  anti-patriotic 
|]project  to  constitute  Mexico  a  dependency  of  France,  would  cause  a  fear  that  in  your  par- 
'ticipation  in  the  affairs  of  the  republic  you  might  try  to  excite  a  revolution  in  favor  of  that 
party,  so  as  to  leave  guilty  persons  unpunished,  or  attempt  to  establish  a  new  party. 

You  are  pleast-d  to  term  these  powerful  considerations  "incoherent  and  contradictory 
irgamentfi,^  and  pioceed  to  explain  why  yon  say  so.  No  one  who  is  acquainted  with  your 
latecedents,  and  who  judges  you  impartially,  can  fSftil  to  see  the  foundation  of  those  fears. 

The  fact  that  the  republic  as  well  as  the  French  have  rejected  your  offers,  shows  that 
both  Mexicans  and  French  doubt  your  good  faith  and  fear  your  defectiona.  No  one  cao 
doubt  that  yon  have  given  cause  for  this  mistrust. 

Ton  say,  in  speaking  about  the  parties  of  Mexico,  you  are  favoring  no  party  in  Mexico^ 
but  your  only  desire  is  to  unite  all  in  defence  of  the  republic  and  independence. 

Farther  on  you  say  :  **Certainl  v  I  do  not  deplore  the  defanuitory  imputations  made  upon 
me  80  mnch  as  I  do  that  inexcusable  blindness  with  which  the  extermination  of  a  valuable 
portion  of  our  society  is  openly  proclaimed.  The  terms  in  which  you  and  the  government  of 
Chihaahna  proscribe  a  large  portion  of  the  Mexican  people  preeents  a  programme  of  deaUi 
and  desolation  too  horrible  to  contemplate." 

I  might  agree  with  you  in  some  of  your  remarks  about  the  conciliation  of  parties ;  in  re- 
fud  to  the  others,  I  must  say  to  you  that  nothing  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  of  May,  nor  any* 
thing  in  the  note  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  of  the  6th  of  July,  justifies  the  interpretation 
70Q  give  to  both  documents. 

There  must  be  parties  in  republican  governments  to  serve  as  barriers  to  usurpation  of  those 
is  power  and  as  acountorpoise  to  the  executive  ;  and  as  long  as  they  keep  within  legal  limits^ 
thej  are  an  advantage  rather  than  an  evil  to  the  nation  Their  org^anizatioo  and  aitns  depend 
upon  Questions  of  t^  day,  and  end  with  them.  The  principal  question  discussed  in  Mexico 
8iDC8  the  establishment  of  the  republic  is  progress,  and  the  party  advocating  it  is  termed  the 
Ukerml  •party ;  the  party  in  favor  of  the  statu  quo  or  retrogression  is  called  the  couBervativ 
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members  of  this  last  party  exceeded  the  limits  of  law  and  patriotism  when  they 
solicited  the  intervention  of  a  foreign  nation  in  the  domestic  affairs  or  its  country,  to  over- 
dirow  the  national  government  and  eetablitth  an  oider  of  things  which,  whatever  may  be  the 
appearance,  could  only  constitute  it  a  European  dependency.  Now,  this  party,  with  few 
«xceptionH,  recognized  the  intervention  which  some  of  its  leaders  had  solicited,  and  have 
contmued  to  support  it.  From  that  moment  it  ceased  to  be  a  political  party  and  changed 
into  a  traitor  faction. 

The  liberal  party,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  renegades,  believed  it  a  duty  to  oppose 
foreign  intervention  and  defend  the  independence  of  the  country  at  all  hazards.  Fh>m  that 
time  the  names  and  objects  of  the  parties  changed.  One  is  the  national  or  independent, 
itniggliDg  against  foreign  conquest ;  the  other  is  the  traitor  Frenchified  party,  composed  of 
those  who  favor  the  invader  of  the  country. 

All  the  former  conservatives  who  we;  e  animated  by  patriotic  sentiments,  and  did  not  choose 
to  follow  their  party,  have  met  Tvith  a  kind  and  frank  welcome  from  the  national  P^rty  ;  and 
the  few  liberals  who  joined  the  usurper  now  belong  to  the  traitor  faction.  The  efforts  of  the 
national  government  to  rally  around  its  flag  all  Mexicans,  without  distinction  of  party,  are 
well  known.  AH  those  who  invitod  the  invader,  or  are  assisting  him  materially,  no  matter 
whether  they  were  called  conservatives  or  liberals,  are  guilty  of  treason  in  my  opiuion,  and 
ought  to  be  punished  according  to  law.  This  is  required  by  public  morality,  for  the  welfare 
of  society. 

In  my  letter  of  the  25th  May  I  did  not  say  it  was  feared  your  intervention  in  the  politics 
of  oar  country  would  cause  a  revolution  in  favor  of  the  conservative  party,  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  that  party  from  punishment,  but  only  the  guilty  members,  and  this  is  not  pro- 
•cribing  the  whole  party,  as  you  seem  to  understand  it. 

In  thL)  second  war  of  independence  the 'same  events  are  taking  place  that  occurred  in  the 
fink ;  a  portion  of  the  nation,  though  much  less  than  that  which  joined  the  Spaniards  then, 
oow  unite  with  the  French.  Those  fought  against  their  brothers  who  were  contending  for 
the  moBt  sacred  right  upon  earth ;  these  strive  now,  under  the  French. flag,  to  subjugate  the 
comnaon  mother. 

The  inexperience  and  candor  of  our  fathers  induced  them  to  accept  those  Mexicans 
opposed  to  independence  when  for  personal  interest  they  abandoned  the  cause  they  were 
defending,  and  left  the  situation  in  their  hands.  The  evil  consequence  of  this  serious  error 
wu  inunense,  and  the  present  French  intervention  is  one  of  the  results.  To  make  the  par- 
illel  mure  perfect,  there  is  yourself,  who  first  fought  with  the  Spaniards  and  then  turned 
independent ;  now  helping  French  intervention,  then  opposing  it.  I  consider  It  the  duty  of 
vnrj  Mexican,  howev«>r  little  love  he  may  have  for  his  country,  to  contend  against  the 
KSMdiiou  of  the  error  of  1821. 

In  conclusion,  you  say  "  your  public  conduct  has  never  been  governed  by  party  motives," 
ind  that,  **  as  a  soldier,  you  have  always  occupied  the  post  of  duty.** 

It  seems  to  me  altogether  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  your  antecedents,  as  nothine 
could  be  gained  by  the  discussion.    Your  acts  are  indelibly  consigned  to  history ;  and  I 
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tliink  I  can  assure  7<m  that  do  one  who  desires  to  hand  down  a  spotless  name  to  poeteritj 
would  envy  you  some  of  your  antecedents. 

If  any  doubt  remains  aoout  the  ^od  sense  and  correct  judgment  of  the  Mexican  |;Y)veni- 
ment  in  rejecting  your  seryices,  you  haye  dissipated  it  by  declaring  your  intention  oftakiiif 
part  in  Mexican  affairs,  eyen  against  the  resolution  of  the  goyemment  of  the  republic,  u 
jou  had  that  intention,  your  offer  of  services  could  certainly  not  haye  been  in  good  fairh. 

If  yon  acknowledge  the  President  ea  the  supreme  chief  of  the  nation*  who  is  to  direct  the 
defence  of  the  country,  you  ought  to  submit  to  his  determination.  If  this  is  unjust  or  in- 
considerate, the  responsibility  falls  on  him,  and  not  on  you;  but,  after  knowing  that  he  coo* 
siders  your  presence  in  the  republic  as  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  independence,  if  you  insist 
upon  entering  the  country,  whether  to  join  the  unrepenting  traitors,  or  to  raise  a  new  party, 
either  act  will  be  considered  as  unpatriotic  and  criminal. 

You  say  **you  haye  refrained  from  personal  imputations  of  eyery  kind,  through  respect 
while  repeating  those  used  so  profusely  by  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  and  myself.** 

I  presume  you  do  not  mean  by  this  that  you  could  giye  mean  motives  of  our  conduct 
towards  you.  If  this  is  so,  it  is  certainly  your  duty  to  the  nation  to  make  tiie  reyelation. 
If  it  alludes  solely  to  personalities,  haying  no  connection  with  public  affairs,  you  have  acted 
very  prudently  in  not  mentioning  them. 

In  accordance  with  this  principle,  I  too  have  refrained  from  everything  not  in  direct  con- 
Beetion  with  the  acceptance  of  your  services.  However,  I  cannot  but  mention,  in  conitec- 
iion  with  this  incident,  that  you  would  have  spared  much  discredit  to  the  good  name  of 
Mexico  if  you  had  never  come  to  this  country ;  for  your  conduct  in  New  York,  the  facts 
your  different  lawsuits  have  brought  to  light,  whether  as  plaintiff  or  defendant,  and  every 
other  incident  of  your  litigations,  are  of  such  a  nature  that  they  bring  the  blush  to  ttie 
cheeks  of  every  man  who  has  the  least  regard  for  the  honor  and  good  name.of' Mexico  in 
other  countries. 

In  various  parts  of  your  letter  you  attribute  to  me  expressions  made  by  Mr.  Lerdo  de 
Tejada;  as  when  you  say,  '*I  accuse  you  of  not  offering  your  services  to  the  republic 
when  you  thought  intervention  successful,  and  now,  wheii  it  is  about  to  expire,  you  offer 
your  aid  to  the  victors."  In  other  places  you  assert  what  neither  of  us  had  said ;  for  instance, 
apeaking  of  the  conservative  party,  you  say,  **I  imagine  you  have  an  irresistible  influence 
on  it.'*  I  can  find  no  such  sentence  in  my  letter  to  you,  or  anything  that  could  authorize 
you  to  attribute  it  to  me. 

I  have  purposely  refrained  from  taking  any  notice  of  what  you  say  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Lerdo  de  Tejada,  as  that  gentleman  is  fully  capable  of  answering  you  much  better  than  I 
could,  if  he  thought  proper  to  do  so. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  inform  you  that  this  letter  ends  the  discussion  of  your  remarks  in 
the  note  of  the  5th ;  and  if  you  do  write  me  anotller  letter,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  from 
Answering  it,  for  I  believe  the  continuation  of  this  discussion  can  result  in  no  good.  Facts, 
in  regard  to  doubtful  points,  will  demonstrate  who  is  right  or  who  has  come  nearest  to  the 
truth. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  most  attentive  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 

Seitor  Don  Ai^TONio  Lopez  de  8anta  Anna,  Nod  York  City. 
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[From  the  New  York  Times,  June  29,  1866.  \ 

The  case  of  the  alleged  swindle  on  Santa  Anna. — Argument  of  the  motion  to  discharge  the  it^ 
fendanls  from  arrest. —  fVas  there  an  attempt  in  this  city  to  Jit  out  an  expedition  against 
MazimUtan  7 
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Wm.  J.  Taylor  et  al.  vs.  L.  Martin  Montgomery  and  A.  H.  Canedo. — This  case,  some  of 
the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already  published,  came  up  yesterday  on  a  motion  made 
hy  the  defendants  to  be  discharged  from  an  order  of  arrest  The  additional  developments 
appear  from  the  papers  read  on  the  argument  by  counsel  on  either  side.  Mr.  Jerome  Buck, 
for  plaintiffs,  appeared  to  oppose  the  motion,  and  Mr.  P.  Y.  Cutler  for  the  defendants.  The 
defendants,  it  may  be  remarked,  were,  immediately  after  their  arrest  in  this  citj,  sent  to  Lud- 
low street  jail,  being  unable  to  procure  the  necessary  bail.  T^eir  counsel  now  makes  the 
motion  that  they  ought  to  be  discharged  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  following  papers,  and 
from  these  the  public  will  learn  the  cause  of  the  arrest  and  the  reasons  why  they  are  detained. 

Wm.  J.  Taylor,  plaintiff,  being  sworn,  testifies  that  the  cause  of  this  action  is  as  follows: 
Upon  several  occasions  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  1866,  at  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  said  Montgomery  and  Canedo  deceitfully  and  falsely  represented  to  deponent  that  they, 
the  said  Montgomery  and  Canedo,  had  been  duly  accredited  and  appointed  the  agents  of  one 
Geoaral  D.  A.  L.  de  Santa  Anna,  then  residing  at  the  island  of  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  U) 
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procure  and  purchase  in  the  United  States,  for  and  on  behalf  of  said  Santa  Anna,  a  large 
steamer,  Sec,  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  said  Santa  Anna  at  said  island  of  St.  Thomas ;  and 
said  Montgomerj  and  Canedo  further  exhibited  and  gave  to  deponent  a  written  etatement 
(drawn  up  by  themselves)  of  the  authorities  and  powers  conferred  on  them  by  said  Santa 
Anna,  as  his  agents,  which  deponent  has  lost  or  mislaid,  and  which  deponent  alleges  was  in 
every  respect  false  and  deceitful,  and  offered  with  the  intent  to  deceive  this  deponent  The 
said  Montgomery  and  Canedo  deceitfully  represented  to  deponent  that,  under  the  authority 
and  power  possessed  by  them  as  aforesaid,  they  wished  to  purchase  a  steamer  belonging  to 
him  and  otters,  called  the  Agnes,  which  they  desired  should  be  taken  bv  him  to  the  island 
of  St.  Thomas,  and  there  delivered  to  one  Phillips,  the  resident  agent  of  said  Santa  Anna, 
■ad  that  then  and  there  said  Santa  Anna  would  pay  deponent  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thou^ 
land  dollars  in  gold.  Deponent,  wholly  relying  on  the  false  and  fraudulent  representations 
made  by  said  Montgomery  and  Canedo,  entered  into  a  written  agreement  with  them,  the  pro- 
TisioDS  of  which  are  as  follows: 

**This  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  on  the  10th  day  of  April,  1866,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  by  and  between  William  J.  Taylor,  of  Philadelphia,  United  States,  managing  owner 
of  the  steamer  Agnes,  party  of  the  nrst  part,  and  Louis  M.  Montgomery  and  Andrew  H. 
CiDedo,  both  of  the  city  of  New  York,  agents  for  and  in  behalf  of  D.  A.  L.  de  Santa  Anna,  * 
parties  of  the  second  part.  Whereas,  for  the  hereinafter  named  consideration,  the  parties  of 
the  first  part  have  sold,  and  do  hereby  sell,  the  steamer  Agnes,  of  Philadelphia,  with  all  of 
her  tackle,  furniture,  &c.,  to  the  saldparties  of  the  second  part,  for  the  sum  of  |100,(X)0  in 
cold,  payable  on  her  delivery  to  G.  W.  Phillips,  merchant,  in  St.  Thomas,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  parties  of  the  second  part ;  and  it  is  agreed  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part  that 
thej  will  well  and  truly  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  parties  of  the  first  part  the  sum  of 
$100,000  ii^gold  on  the  arrival  of  said  steamer  in  St.  Thomas,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  the 
transfer  can  tje  made;  and  in  case  of « default  of  payment,  they,  parties  of  the  second  part, 
shall  well  and  truly  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  parties  of  the  first  pnrt  the  sum  of  $'^,009 
in  gold,  in  St.  Thomas,  as  damages.  And  it  is  further  agreed  by  the  parties  of  the  second 
part  that  they  will  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  all  surplus  coal 
or  stores  that  may  remain  on  said  steamer  at  the  time  of  her  transfer  in  St.  I'homas,  at  the 
market  rates  in  St.  Thomas.  And  it  is  further  agreed  that  theparties  of  the  second  part 
^11,  in  case  of  the  discharge  of  the  crew  of  said  steamer  in  St.  Thomas,  pay  to  the  parties 
of  the  first  part  the  amount  lawfully  due  said  crew  upon  their  discharge,  less  the  amount  due 
to  tbem  upon  arrival  in  St.  Thomas." 

That  «ud  engagement  was  duly  executed  by  the  parties  of  the  first  and  second  parts,  and 
delivered  by  said  parties  of  the  second  part  to  this  deponent,  party  of  the  first  part.  That  in 
porsnance  of  said  agreement,  and  relying  upon  the  said  statements  and  representations  of 
said  Montgomery  and  Canedo,  that  they  were  the  authorized  agents  of  said  Santa  Anna  to 
puichase  a  vessel  for  him,  deponent  furnished  said  steamer  Ag^es  with  the  necessary  officers, 
crew,  engineers,  provisions,  coal,  and  stores,  at  gre^t  expense,  to  wit,  $J5,000,  and  sailed  for 
said  island  of  St.  Thomas  on  14th  April,  1866.  That  on  the  24th  of  April,  J  86^,  the  said 
steamer  and  deponent  arrived  at  said  island,  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  contract  aforesaid, 
made  a  tender  of  said  steamer  to  said  Phillips  for  said  Santa  Anna ;  the  said  Phillips  tendered 
the  same  to  said  Santa  Anna,  who  declined  receiving  said  vessel,  and  denied  that  said  Mont- 
gomery and  Canedo  were  ever  his  agents,  nor  were  thejr  authorized  by  him,  or  by  any  person, 
to  purchase  for  him  a  vessel  or  anything  else  in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere.  That  there- 
upon deponent  returned  with  said  steamer  Agnes  to  the  United  States,  and  deponent  has  since 
sscertait  ed  that  this  denial  of  authority  is  true,  and  deponent  states  that  the  said  Montgom- 
eiy  and  Canedo  were  not,  and  they  knew  they  were  not,  at  any  time  authorized  to  act  on  be 
half  of  said  Santa  Anna,  and  their  representations  on  that  behalf  were  utterly  false,  and 
niade  by  them  to  deceive  deponent.  That  said  deponent,  through  the  false,  deceitful  repre- 
sentations of  said  Montgomenr  and  Canedo,  was  induced  to  pay  out  and  expend  the  sum  of 
llSbOOO  in  fumishiD^  said  ship  as  aforesaid,  and  in  making  said  ^voyage  to  St.  Thomas  and 
the  return  to  the  United  States.  The  said  statements  and  representations  of  said  Montgom- 
ery and  Canedo  deponent  haanow  discovered  to  be,  and  alleges  to  be,  false  in  each  and  every 
particular,  and  they  were  so  known  to  be  to  said  Montgomery  and  Canedo,  and  were  used 
and  held  forth  by  them  solely  to  deceive  deponent  and  to  induce  deponent  to  enter  into  agree- 
ment aforesaid,  and  to  incur  the  heavy  expenditure  hereinbefore  mentioned.  That  by  the 
firaodolent  and  deceitful  practices  of  said  Montgomery  and  Canedo  he  has  been  damaged 
$^,000,  to  recover  which  the  action  aforesaid  is  to  be  brought.  And  deponent  finally  says 
^  he  is  informed  and  believes  that  said  Montgomery  and  Canedo  are  not  residents  of  this 
State ;  that  said  Montgomery  was  late  an  officer  in  the  confederate  army  and  chief  of  staff  of 
GtaenA  Lee,  and  that  Canedo  is  a  resident  of  Texas. 

J.  H.  TAYLOR. 

Affidavits  were  also  made  by  several  other  parties,  to  wit,  the  defendants,  Montgomery  and 
Caoedo,  Solon  Dike,  Thomas  J.  Rice,  J.  W.  Robinson,  in  behalf  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dike  te<itified  in  substance  that  he  had  a  conversation  with  Santa  Anna,  at  the  island 
of  St  Thomas,  in  November  last ;  that  Santa  Anna  then  told  him  that  he  was  desirous  of 
'stuniog  to  Mexico  to  assist  in  driving  out  Maximilian  and  establishing  a  republic  there, 
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bat  that  an  order  was  still  in  force  prohibition  him  from  coming  to  the  United  States.  If 
that  order  could  be  annnlled,  and  he  be  alloived  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande,  be  could,  witli  tlie 
aid  of  1,000  Americans,  drive  Maximilian  out  of  the  couutry.  He  also  said  that  if  deponent 
could  help  him  he  should  be  amplj  rcmuuerated.  On  Mr.  Dike's  return  to  New  York  be 
communicated  with  Monts^omery,  and  they  agreed  to  work  together  in  relation  to  the  matter. 
Deponent  further  states  mat  it  was  fully  understood  and  agreed  between  Santa  Aooa  sod 
himself  that  he  (Dike)  should  do  All  he  couid  in  the  matter,  aod  also  get  others  to  co-opeiate 
with  him.  Santa  Anna  delivered  to  him  certain  proclamations  addressed  to  the  Mexieftos, 
which  he  desired  to  be  distributed. 

Andrew  H.  Oanedo,  one  of  the  defendants,  deposed  that  on  or  about  the  5th  of  March  la^ 
he  attended  a  meeting  at  Mr.  Mazuera's  residence,  No.  101  West  Twentieth  street,  and  tiuu 
while  there  Mr.  Montgomery  and  Mazuera  produced  letters  from  Santa  Anna,  whfch  were 
read  and  interpreted  by  Mr.  Baiz ;  and  further,  that  Masuera  represented  himself  as  the 
commissioner  of  Santa  Anna,  and  had  received  ample  powers  to  act  as  such,  and  thai  Bail 
was  in  his  confidence  and  would  act  for  him ;  that  Mazuera  and  Baiz  expressed  their  desire 
to  purchase  a  steamer  for  Santa  Anna,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  him  to  the  United  States; 
that  it  was  arranged  to  purchase  the  steamer  with  Montgomery,  the  drafts  to  be  drawn  on 
Santa  Anna  for  $100,000.  payable  in  gold.  The  deponent  called  on  Mr.  Baiz,  who  stated 
that  he  could  represent  Mr.  Mazuera,  and  informed  him  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made 
with  a  banking-house  to  negotiate  said  drafts  on  the  commissioner,  snowing  his  authoritj, 
and  that  Mr.  Baiz  said  he  would  have  the  commissioner  at  his  office  next  day. 

Deponent  further  saith  that  a  Mr.  Biilerton  assisted  him  in  negotiating  the  drafts,  and  had 
also  called  on  Mr.  Baiz,  and  stated  that  one  of  the  banking  firm  could  speak  Spanish,  asd 
would  be  pleased  to  see  Mr.  Mazuera  and  examine  his  authority  as  a  commissioner,  in  strict 
confidence,  and,  if  satisfactory,  advance  the  money;  that  when  he  (Biilerton)  sJtated  this  to 
Baiz  and  Mazuera,  they  replied  they  did  not  wish  to  expose  the  authority,  intimating  thereby 
that  the  said  powers  were  either  to  violate  the  neu^ality  law,  or  do  some  other  ille^  or  un- 
warrantable act,  which  they  desired  that  no  other  person  should  see  or  examine. 

The  following  affidavit,  made  by  (jleneral  Santa  Anna,  was  read  by  Mr.  Buck  in  opposition 
to  the  motion  to  discharge : 

City  and  County  op  New  York,  ##: 

Antonio  L.  de  Santa  Anna  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  parties 
to  this  action.  I  met  Canedo  on  the  24th  of  April  last  at  St.  Thomas.  I  hav«  never  author- 
ized Montgomery,  Canedo,  or  anybody  else  to  purchase  a  vessel  for  me.  In  the  brief  eor- 
respondenoe  I  have  had  with  Montgomery  and  Canedo  I  never  authorised  Montgomery  or 
Canedo  to  do  anvthing  for  me,  but,  to  the  contrary,  I  wrote  I  never  wanted  their  services; 
Montgomery  add  Canedo  made  offers  to  me  of  all  sorts  of  impossible  helps,  and  so  foolish 
and  exaggerated  that  they  were  the  dreams  of  madmen,  and  1  declined  them  all  and  pe^ 
emptorily. 

A.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANNA 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  27  th  day  of  June,  1866. 

JOHN  McCLUSKY, 

Commisaioner  of  Duds. 

Mr.  Buck  also  read  several  other  affidavits,  and  some  letters,  which  we  have  not  space  to 
print,  all  tending  to  show  that  the  defendants  had  been  guilty  of  gross  fraud  in  the  purchase 
of  the  steamer  Agnes,  for  the  sum  of  $100,000  in  gold,  from  the  plaintiflF,  Taylor,  on  the 
pretence  that  they  were  reg^arly  authorized  agents  of  Santa  Anna,  and  purchased  the  vessel 
for  him  and  at  his  request. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  argument  all  the  papers  in  the  case  were  handed  up  to  the  court 
Decision  reserved. 

For  plaintiff,  Jerome  Buck ;  for  defendants,  P.  Y.  Cutler,  esq. 


No.  4. 

[Prom  the  New  York  Herald,  July  17,  1866.] 

SUPERIOR  COURT— CHAMBERS— BEFORE  JUDGE  M*CUNN. 

Jtdff  16. — Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  vs.  Abraham  Baiz  and  Jauob  Bail.  An  aotioii 
was  commenced  on  Saturday  last  in  the  superior  court  of  this  city,  by  General  Antonio  Lo^ei 
de  Santa  Anna  against  Abraham  Baiz  and  Jacob  Baiz,  for  the  recovery  ol*  thirteen  thooMod 
dollars,  the  proceeds  of  four  bills  of  exchauffe  on  London  which  had  been  left  with  A.  Bail 
&  Co.  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  delivered  to  the  owner  of  the  bills.  The  firm  of  A.  Bwi 
&  Co.,  consisting  of  Abraham  Baiz,  and  his  son.  Jacob  Baiz,  had  been  highly  recommended 
to  the  general  as  men  of  intemty  and  responsibility;  and  thus  highly  recommended,  tU 
generalwasimportunedbyA.  Baiz  &  Co.  to  allow  them  to  sell  hia  bills  of  exchMge.    This 
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finiii  baring  made  the  sale  and  received  thereon  for  the  general  about  thirteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, sngfrested  to  him,  when  they  were  asked  foi  the  proceeds,  that  he  leave  the  money  in 
their  bands,  as  it  would  be  extremely  unsafe,  in  view  of  the  many  burglaries  being  com- 
mitted in  the  city,  for  him  to  keep  so  much  money  in  his  house  The  general,  deeming  the 
suggestion  an  honest  one,  deferred  drawing  his  money  until  a  few  days  ago,  when  he  sent 
his  son  to  the  house  of  A.  Baiz  &,  Co.  to  get  the  money.  The  firm  thereupon  refused  to  pay 
over  the  $13,000,  or  any  part  of  it.  to  General  Santa  Anna.  On  this  state  of  facts,  on  Sat- 
urday last,  an  action  was  commenced  by  General  Santa  Anna,  in  the  superior  court  of  this 
city,  against  Abraham  Baiz  and  Jacob  Baiz,  in  which  action  Judge  McCunn  granted  an 
Ofxiero?  arrest,  directing  that  the  defendants  be  arrested  and  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  $15,000. 
In  pursuance  of  this  order,  the  sheriff  yesterday  morning  arrested  AbrahaSn  Baiz  and  his  son 
Jacob,  and  held  them  to  answer  in  the  above  sum. 


No.  5. 
[From  the  New  York  Herald,  July  18,  1866.] 

T0  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

We  notice,  among  the  law  reports  of  your  morning  edition,  a  statement  of  the  arrest  of  A. 
Baiz  &,  Son,  at  the  suit  of  General  Santa  Anna,  springing  out  of  certain  drafts  alleged  to  be 
placed  in  their  hands.  We  suppose  they  owe  this  publicity  to  the  fact  that  they  nave  had 
DosiDess  dealings  with  Santa  Anna.  But  as  the  publication  is  but  an  ex  parte  statement, 
and  reflects  upon  their  mercantile  standing  and  mtegrity,  contrary  to  the  course  usually 
adopted  by  us  not  to  Notice  such  publications,  we  beg  leave  to  state  that,  upon  the  trial  of 
the  action,  Baiz  &  Son  will  show  aud  maintain  that  General  Santa  Anna  was  largely  indebted 
to  them  in  an  amount  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  drafts  mentioned,  and  which  he  has  re- 
cognized as  correct,  and  promis^  to  pay ;  and  after  crediting  the  proceeds  of  the  drafts,  there 
stiU  remains  a  very  considerable  balance  due  to  them. 

BEEBE,  DEAN  &  DONOHUE, 

AUomevs  for  A*  Baiz  8f  Son, 

Niw  York,  July  17,  1866. 


No.  6. 
[From  the  New  York  Herald,  August  28,  1866.] 

8A31TA  AirNA*8   LmGATIONS—SUPREME  COURT— CHAMBERS— BEFORE   JUDGE   BARNARD. 

Am  order  of  arrest  against  Seflor  Dario  Mazuera, — He  is  lodged  in  the  Ludlow  street  jail,-^ 
Afidavil  of  General  Santa  Anna. — Interesting  statements. — The  flot  thickenings  ifc, 

OoT  readers  no  doubt  remember  the  many  accounts  that  have  appeared  in  our  columns 
litely  in  reeard  to  the  adventures  of  General  Don  Antonio  Liopez  de  Santa  Anna,  growing 
out  of  the  numerons  suit^  and  counter-suits  that  have  been  commenced  in  our  courts  of  law. 
We  are  again  called  upon  to  chronicle  another  phase  in  the  affair,  his  honor  Judge  Barnard 
haring  yesterday  granted  an  order  of  arrest,  at  the  suit  of  General  Santa  Anna,  against  his 
hCe  prirate  secretary,  Seffor  Dario  Maznera,  founded  upon  the  following  affidavit  of  the 
Smend: 

Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  the  plaintiff  herein,  and 
reaides  at  No.  8  West  Twentv-eighth  street,  New  York ;  that  the  defendant  is  a  resident  of 
8t  Thomas,  West  Indies,  and  is  temporarily  staying  in  this  city  *,  that  prior  to  the  12th  day 
of  December,  1865,  the  defendant  applied  to  the  plaintiff  at  St.  Thomas  for  permission  to 
proceed  to  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  the  interest  of  Mexico,  as  represented  by  the  plaintiff, 
to  confer  with  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  reference  to  certain  business  connected 
with  the  interest  of  Mexico,  stating  and  representing  that  he  was  able  and  competent  to  ac- 
complish the  transactions  of  said  business,  and  did  then  and  there  importune  the  plaintiff  to 
Rire  him,  said  Mazuera,  some  paper  writing  accrediting  him  as  a  proper  person  to  whom 
uith  and  confidence  could  be  given;  that  on  or  about  the  12th  of  December,  1865,  the 
plsuitiff  did  give  said  Mazuera  a  paper  writing,  whereby  said  Mazuera  was  permitted  by  the 
pUatiff  to  proceed  to  the  United  States  and  confer  with  the  government  thereof  in  relation 
tt  the  bosinees  contemplated,  but  when  said  Mazuera  arrived  in  the  United  States  he  did 
sot  make  any  effort  to  confer  with  the  government  thereof  in  behalf  of  the  matters  set  forth 
itt  Ae  said  instnunent  given  him  by  the  plaintiff,  as  aforesaid,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  power  and  authority  .conferred  on  him  by  the  plaintiff^  and  intending  to  cheat 
fuid  defraud  this  plaintiff,  and  in  violation  of  the  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  ^m  by  the 
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Slaintiff,  he,  the  Raid  Dario  Maznera,  and  one  Abraham  Baiz,  with  the  intent  to  cheat  and 
efraud  the  plaintiff^  did  combine,  confederate,  and  conspire  toother,  at  the  citv  of  New 
York,  to  deceive,  cheat,  and  defraud,  and  did  deceive,  cheat,  and  defraud  the  plaintiff  in  the 
following  manner,  viz:  On  or  about  the  7th  day  of  April,  1866,  the  said  Baiz  represented 
and  pretended  to  be  the  owner  of  the  steamship  Georgia,  l^^ing  at  the  port  of  New  York,  and 
as  such  pretended  owner  of  said  steamer,  ou  or  about  the  last  day  aforesaid,  did  frauduientir, 
deceitfully,  and  with  the  intent  and  design  to  cheat  and  defraud  the  plamiiff.  make  a  pre* 
tended  sale  to  him.  and  the  said  Dario  Mazuera,  well  knowing  that  the  said  Baiz  was  not 
the  owner  of  naid  steamship,  did  pretend  to  purchase  of  the  said  Baiz  the  sai(f  steamship 
Georgia,  for  and  ou  account  of  this  plaintiff,  for  the  sum  of  $250,000 ;  whereupon  the  said 
Baiz  executed  and  delivered  to  said  Mazuera,  as  the  pretended  agent  of  said  plaintiff,  a  bill 
of  sale  of  said  steamship,  to  be  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  at  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies ;  and 
the  said  Mazuera,  well  knowing  that  Baiz  was  not  the  owner  of  said  steamship,  accepted 
from  said  Baiz  the  said  bill  of  sale,  and  then  and  there  delivered  to  said  Baiz  seventeen  bills 
of  exchange,  to  which  the  said  Dario  Mazuera  fraudulently  and  without  authority  signed  the 
name  of  the  plaintiff;  that  said  bills  of  exchange  were  drawn  to  the  order  of  said  Mazoe^^ 
and  indorsed  bv  him  were  delivered  to  said  Baiz. 

That  in  and  by  said  pretended  bill  of  sale  it  was  stated,  as  a  covenant  of  the  plaintiff,  that 
in  case  the  bills  of  exchange  should  not  be  accepted  at  sight,  and  should  be  protested  for  non- 
acceptance,  the  caid  plaintiff  would  pay  the  said  Baiz  the  sum  of  $luO,000  liquidating  damages, 
and  the  said  bills  of  exchange  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  said  Baiz  as  collateral  secaritr 
for  the  payment  of  said  $  100,000.  Deponent  further  says,  that  afterwards  the  said  Baiz.  with 
the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  said  Mazuera,  did  freight  the  said  steamship  at  the  port  of 
New  York,  and  proceeded  to  the  port  of  Ht.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  where  the  plaintiff  was 
then  temporarily  residing,  and  on  their  arrival  the  said  Baiz  called  on  this  plaintiff  and 
informed  him  ot  the  said  sale  of  the  said  steamship,  and  at  the  same  time  exhibited  to  the 
plaintiff  the  said  bills  of  exchange,  and  desired  the  plaintiff  to  accept  the  same,  wherenpen 
the  plaintiff  informed  said  Baiz  that  the  said  Mazuera  had  no  power  or  authority  from  the 
plaintiff  to  negotiate  for  or  purchase  the  said  steamship,  or  to  sig^  any  bills  of  exchange  in 
the  name  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  he,  the  plaintiff,  would  not  accept  said  steamship  or  ratify 
or  confirm  the  said  bill  of  sale. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  said  Baiz  and  Mazuera,  still  combining,  conspiring,  and 
confederating  together  to  cheat  and  defraud  this  plaintiff,  then  and  there  stated  and  repre- 
sented to  the  plaintiff  that  he,  (Mazuera,)  while  in  the  United  States,  had  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining a  loan  from  various  parties  in  the  United  States,  and  from  the  government  thereof,  of 
$30,000,000 ;  that  the  same  was  to  be  increased  to  $50,000,000,  to  be  used  in  the  interest  of 
the  Mexican  people,  and  tbat  $30,000,000  was  then  on  deposit  in  the  city  of  New  York,  ready 
to  be  placed  at  tne  disposal  of  the  plaintiff,  to  be  used  by  him  and  those  assisting  him  in 
behalt  of  the  interests  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  at  the  same  time  exhibited  to  the  plaintifl]a 
letter  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  at  Wash- 
ington, aavising  the  plaintiff  to  come  at  once  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  government 
thereof  was  ready,  willing,  and  anxious  to  aid  him  in  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Mexican 

•  people,  and  that  any  assistance  required  by  the  plaintiff  In  that  behalf  would  be  famished 
nim  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  should  lose  no  time  in  quitting  8L 
Thomas  for  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  immediately  entering  upon  his  undertaking. 
Deponent  further  says  that  the  said  Baiz  and  Mazuera  further  represented  that  saidnteamer 
.  had  been  purchased  for  the  interests  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  that  the  said  bills  of  ex- 
change could  be  paid  from  the  fund  or  loan  of  thirty  millions  then  on  deposit  as  aforesaid, 
and  that  the  plaintiff  individually  could  not  be  rojjponsible  or  incur  any  liability  by  accept- 
ing the  said  bills,  and  that  if  plaintiff  refused  to  accept  the  said  bill  or  ratify  the  said 
sale  of  said  steamship,  the  said  Baiz  would  be  put  to  great  expense,  loss,  and  damage,  and 

ywould  be  pecuniarily  ruined ;  and  deponent,  believing  the  said  representations  of  the  said 
Baiz  and  Mazuera,  and  that  the  said  sum  of  thirty  millions  was  then  on  deposit  in  the  city 
of  New  York  as  aforesaid,  and  believing  the  letter  exhibited  as  aforesaid  to  be  a  tme  anU 

Smuine  letter,  the  plaintiff  accepted  the  said  bills  of  exchange  and  delivered  them  to  the  said 
aiz,  conditioned  that  they  should  be  paid  from  the  said  loan  of  thirty  millions  ;  that  subse- 
quently the  said  Baiz,  with  the  knowledge  and  assent  of  the  said  Mazuera,  stated  and  repiv- 
sented  to  the  plaintiff  that  he  (Baiz)  had  a  payment  to  make  at  St.  Thomas  on  account  of  the 
purchase  of  said  steamship  of  $40,000  in  gold,  and  that  he  did  not  have  the  necessary  means 
to  meet  said  payment,  and  desired  the  plaintiff  to  let  him  have  the  said  sum  of  $40,000  to 
meet  said  payment,  and  that  he  would  return  the  same  when  they  arrived  at  New  York;  and 
believing  said  statement  to  be  true,  the  plaintiff  gave  to  the  said  Baiz  certain  notes  made  by 
parties  in  favor  of  plaintiff,  payable  in  gold,  and  which  were  perfectly  good,  amounting  in 
the  aggpregate  to  the  sum  of  $1^,260,  which  the  said  Baiz  accepted  for  the  purpose  afoi^esaid. 
Deponent  further  says  that  subsequently  the  said  Mazuera  assisted  in  the  freighting  of  said 
steamer  for  New  York,  and  that  plaintiff  took  passage  on  said  steamer ;  that  on  his  arriyal, 
at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  said  Baiz,  the  plaintiff  went  to  the  house  of  said  Baiz  at 
Elizabethport,  New  Jersey,  and  remained  there  for  nearly  one  month ;  that  the  said  Baiz  and 
Mazuera  professed  great  friendship  for  the  plaintiff,  and  often  asserted  and  reiterated  the 
statements  and  representations  hereinbefore  mentioned ;  but  that  just  before  the  plaintiff  l«ft 
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the  boose  of  said  Bait  he  Mcertaii»ed  that  sai^  steamship  did  not  belong  to  and  was  not  owned 
by  said  Bais,  and  that  he  had  no  power  to  sell  or  convey  said  steamship,  and  that  he  had  no 
ujinent  to  make  at  St  Thomas  of  $4(^000 ;  and  that  each  and  every  smtement  made  by  said 
Ota  as  to  the  porchase  of  said  steamer  were  false  and  nntme,  and  were  made  with  the  knowl- 
edge and  consent  of  said  Mazueia,  and  were  known  by  the  said  M azuera  to  be  false  and  nn- 
tree,  and  wero  made  with  the  intent  and  design  to  deceive,  cheat,  and  defraad  this  plaintiif ; 
asd  that  the  statements  of  siUd  Bais  and  Masnera  that  the  defendant  had  obtained  a  loan  of 
$30,000,000,  and  that  the  same  was  then  on  deposit  in  the  city  of  New  York,  were  also  false 
ud  wiirae,  and  had  no  fonndation  in  fact,  bat  were  made  with  the  intent  to  induce  the  plain- 
tiff lo  accept  the  said  bills  of  exchange  for  the  sura  of  (250, 000 ;  that  at  the  time  the  said  loan 
WBS  said  to  have  been  obtained  not  one  shilling  had  been  obtained  or  received  by  the  defend- 
nt,  as  he  had  represented. 

This  deponent  farther  says  that  the  said  letter  exhibited  by  the  defendant,  pnrporting  to 
have  been  written  by  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  was  not  a  letter  of  the  said  William  H. 
Seward  at  all,  bat  written  and  concocted  by  the  defendant  and  said  Baiz,  and  that  all  the 
repnsentations  made  by  said  defendant  and  Baiz  were  false  and  untrue,  and  that  said  letter 
was  a  forgeiy,  and  known  by  said  defendants  to  be  so. 

Deponent  farther  says  that  said  Baiz  and  Haznera,  conspiring,  combining,  and  confederat- 
ing together,  did  charter  the  said  steamship  of  Messrs.  Williams  &  Guion,  for  the  sum  of 
$1U,0M>,  to  go  to  the  port  of  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  and  that  said  Baiz  lighted  said  vessel 
under  said  charter,  and  proceeded  with  said  vessel,  accompanied  by  said  Mazuera,  to  St. 
Tboraas,  whwe  the  sud  Masnera  falsely  and  fraudalently  reported  to  various  parties,  other 
than  the  plaintiff,  that  the  said  Baiz  was  the  owner  of  said  steamer. 

Deponent  farther  says  that  said  Baiz,  from  St.  Thomas  to  New  York,  brought  on  said  vessel 
a  valuable  freight,  and,  as  the  plaintiff  is  informed  and  believes,  received  Tor  the  freight  of 
nid  steamship  to  and  from  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  upwards  of  $1.5,000. 

Deponent  farther  says  that  the  said  Baiz  admitted  to  the  plaintiff,  as  did  also  the  said 
ManwnK  that  the  said  Baiz  at  St:  Thomas  paid  to  the  captain  of  said  steamer  Georgia,  as 
charier  money  and  other  expenses,  the  sum  of  $13,000  and  upwards,  and  that  this  sum  was 
raUiaed  from  a  portion  of  the  said  notes  of  $35,260  given  said  Baiz  by  the  plaintiff  at  St. 
Thomas. 

Deponent  farther  says  that  when  the  said  Baiz  and  Mazuera  returned  to  New  York  they 
had  in  their  possession  the  said  bills  of  exchange  for  1*250,000  and  the  said  notes  of  $35,266, 
•od  being  so  in  possession  of  siud  bills  and  notes,  they  d^ivered  the  said  steamship  to  the 
Q^mers,  Messrs.  Williams  &  Guion,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  and  also  gave  Messrs.  Wil- 
lisxBS  de,  Guion  a  portion  of  said  bills  of  exchange,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $80,000:  and 
that  the  said  Williams  &  Guion,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  pretended  sale  of  the  said  Georgia 
to  the  plaintiff,  accepted  and  received  from  the  said  defendant  the  said  bills  of  exchange ; 
asd  that  the  defendant  has  surrendered  to  the  plaintiff  the  balance  of  said  bills  of  exchange, 
amoaxitiiig  to  $170,000,  but  still  retains  the  notes,  amounting  to  $35,260 ;  and  that  Messrs. 
Wiiljams  &  Guion  admitted  to  deponent  that  they  had  possession  of  said  steamship,  and 
were  the  owners  thereof,  and  that  they  had  received  the  said  bills  of  exchange ;  and  the 
plaiotiff  then  requested  that  said  bills  be  surrendered  to  him,  which  said  Williams  &  Guion 
relosod  to  do,  except  on  condition  that  the  plaintiff  would  give  them  his  promissory  note  at 
mnety  days  for  the  sum  of  t^,000  and  collateral  security  for  its  payment,  which  plaintiff 
^vas  compelled  to,  and  did  so ;  that  all  of  the  representations  and  statements  of  tne  said 
Mazuera  and  Baiz  were  false  and  untrue,  and  that  plaintiff  has  sustained  damages  by  reason 
thereof  to  the  extent  of  at  least  $70,000,  and  asks  that  the  defendant  may  be  arrested  and 
^etk  with  according  to  law. 

A.  L.  DE  STA.  ANNA. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  August,  1866. 

ALFRED  T.  ACKERT,  Nolary  Public, 

The  affidavit  is  very  voluminous,  but  above  we  have  given  its  principal  features.  Annexed 
to  the  a6Mavit  is  a  supplemental  statement  by  the  general  in  regard  to  the  card  published  in 
<Mir  colamns  a  few  days  ago,  wherein  he  fully  exonerated  Mr.  Mazuera,  the  ^neral  now 
•Usgiog  that  said  statement  was  obtained  from  him  under  a  misrepresentation  ot  the  facts  of 
the  case. 

Mr.  Maanera  was  last  evening  arrested  by  Deputy  Sheriff  McGonegal,  and  in  default  of 
u&  in  the  sam  of  $(^,000,  committed  to  the  Ludlow  street  jail. 

THE  MONTCiOMERT  SUIT. 

Augnt  27. — ^Montgomery  vt.  Santa  Anna. — In  this  case  an  order  of  arrest  was  granted 
Agtiost  defendant  on  application  of  plaintiff.  The  particulars  of  this  suit  have  already  been 
pttbtiihed  in  the  Herald.  A  motion  is  now  made  to  set  aside  the  order  of  arrest,  and  the 
^ij^nnent  in  the  case  has  been  set  down  for  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

VoL 
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No.  7. 
EFrom  the  New  York  Herald,  August  29,  1866.] 

SANTA  ANNA'S  UTMMTIONS— SUPREME  CX)URT,  CHAMBERS— BEFORE  JUDGE  BARNARD. 
The  Montgomery  Case. — Another  postponement. 

August  28. — MontgODieiy  vs,  Santa  Anna. — ^This  case  was  called  on  at  twelve  o'clock  to- 
day for  argument.  A  motion  is  now  made  to  vacate  the  order  of  arrest  issued  some  days 
since  at  the  instance  of  the  plaintiff  against  General  Santa  Anna  on  the  ground  that  he  wns  a 
nou-resident  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Montgomery  makes  a  claim  against  the  general  for  the 
modest  sum  of  $60,000  for  services  rendered  as  the  alleged  agent  of  Santa  Anna.  The  general 
was  required  to  give  bail  in  the  sum  of  $75,000,  which  was  alterwards  reduced  to  ^0,000. 
Mr.  H.  Daily,  counsel  for  General  Santa  Anna,  now  moves  to  vacate  the  order  of  arrest  on 
the  ground  that  the  general  never  employed  or  authorized  the  employment  of  Montgomerr  in 
any  manner  whatever.  The  motion  came  on  for  hearing  several  days  ago ;  but,  on  the  appli* 
cation  of  Mr.  Peter  T.  Cutler,  counsel  for  Montgomery,  it  ha^  been  postponed  from  time  to 
time  until  yesterday,  when  it  came  up  again  for  argument.  Mr.  Cutler  answered  that  be 
was  nut  ready  to  proceed,  and  asked  the  court  to  allow  the  motion  to  stand  over.  Mr.  Daily 
strenuously  opposed  the  application  for  a  further  postponement  of  the  matter,  on  the  ground 
that  General  Santa  Anna  was  very  anxious  to  have  the  questions  presented  by  this  action 
reviewed  by  the  court,  and  that  he  had  in  every  instance  been  ready  and  anxious  to  proceed, 
but  had  invariably  been  met  by  a  motion  to  postpone  by  the  counsel  for  plaintiff. 

The  court  finally  set  the  matter  down  for  hearing  at  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday  next. 


No.  8. 

STATEMENT  FROM  MAZUERA. 

General  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  has  published  the  following  card : 
**  The  undersigned  would  inform  the  public  that  Don  Dario  Mazuera  has  not  held,  nor  does 
he  now  hold,  any  authority  to  engage  in  any  way  whatever  the  personal  responsibility  of  the 
undersigned  in  any  contract,  note,  or  engagement  whatsoever.  Having  been  informed  that 
said  Don  Dario  Mazuera  is  attempting  (in  virtue  of  a  commission  intrusted  to  him  for  a  purpose 
very  distinct  from  that  of  making  private  contracts)  to  injure  the  undersigned,  notice  Is 
hereby  given  that  not  only  the  invalidity  of  said  acts  will  be  maintained,  but  the  undersigned 
will  likewise  assert  his  rights  and  have  the  full  rigor  of  the  laws  extended  to  those  who  seek 
to  injure  and  annoy  him  in  so  unwarrantable  a  manner. 

"A.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANNA" 

Much  against  my  will  I  am  forced  to  contradict — though  I  shall  do  so  in  a  clear  and 
succinct  manner — the  above  assertions  of  Greneral  Sauta  Anna,  by  publisiiing  herewith  the 
full  powers  which  he  conferred  on  me  at  St.  Thomas,  under  date  of  December  12,  last  year. 
I  have,  moreover,  in  my  possession  a  letter  in  the  same  gentleman's  own  handwriting,  which 
was  delivered  to  me  only  a  few  hours  before  my  departure  from  that  island,  and  which  treats 
of  this  same  subject,  and  confirms  the  confidence  which  was  reposed  in  me.  I  will  not  pub- 
lish said  letter  because  of  its  confidential  and  private  character.  If  1  have  committed  grave 
errors  I  have  frankly  avowed  them,  without  attempting  to  oscape  the  responsibility  that  fell 
upon  me  by  reason  of  such  errors;  nor  did  I  seek  to  cloak  myself  with  a  veil  of  hypocrisy, 
as  has  been  done  by  others  whom  I  may  justly  stigmatize  as  con*upt  and  depraved. 

DABIO  MAZUERA. 

New  York,  August  24,  1866. 


*^  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  general  of  division  in  the  Mexican  army,  8fc, : 

*'  By  these  presents  I  give  full  powers  to  Colonel  Don  Dario  Mazuera,  (in  whose  talents  and 
good  character  I  have  the  greatest  confidence,)  in  order  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  develop 
all  my  ideas,  thoughts,  and  desires  before  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
concerning  the  aid  of  which  I  stand  in  need  in  order  to  be  able  to  liberate  my  country  from 
the  yoke  of  her  oppressors.    The  critical  position  in  which  the  Mexican  nation  is  at  present 


placed  demands  that  all  her  sons  make  extraordinary  efforts  and  great  sacrifices.    Althouj^b 
exiled  from  my  native  soil  through  French  tyranny,  still  I  am  anxious  to  do  all  in  my  power 

e  not  unheeded 
1  discretion,  my 
lain  the  aid  whi 
illy  authorized  I 

/Google 


in  order  to  prove  to  ujy  fellow-countrymen  that  their  misfortunes  are  not  unheeded  by  nie. 
Colonel  Mazuera  will  understand  how  to  set  forth,  with  his  habitual  discretion,  my  reasons 
for  having  recourse  to  the  government  at  Washington  in  order  to  obtain  the  aid  which  onlj 
that  government  can  readi^  afford.    The  scud  Colonel  Mazuera  is  fully  authorized  to  make 
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agreement  as  to  the  goarantees  reqaisite  in  order  to  secnre  the  payment  of  whatever  costs 
and  expenses  may  be  incurred  for  this  aid,  which  I  solicit  with  the  most  lively  earnestness 
sod  aroor.  The  Mexican  nation  will  in  dne  time,  through  its  legal  organs,  recognize  this 
debt,  and  will  pay  it  with  religious  exactitude,  while  its  gratitude  will  be  everlasting  4or  the 
aernce  thus  rendered.  But  if,  unfortunately,  the  government  of  the  United  States  shbuld 
reftue,  from  any  motive  whatever,  to  lend  me  its  protection,  in  such  case  Colonel  Mazuera 
shall  endeavor  to  make  an  arrangement  with  some  portion  of  the  mercantile  community  of  said 
nation  for  the  recruiting  of  two  or  three  thousand  armed  men,  (after  having  first  obtained 
permission  from  the  local  authorities,)  as  well  as  for  the  purchase  of  the  vessels  necessary  to 
transport  such  a  body  of  men  to  a  point  on  the  Mexican  coast  which  I  shall  indicate  in  due 
time.  Colonel  Mazuera  may  show  these  instructions  in  such  cases  as  be  may  find  it  ad- 
vantageous to  do  so,  seeing  that  he  is  my  representative— my  own  person,  in  fact,  in  this 
a£^r  with  which  he  is  intrusted.  However,  he  is  to  bear  in  mind  that  he  must  bestow  upon 
any  Mexican  soldiers  that  may  be  recruited  the  position  for  which  they  may  be  respectively 
fitted;  for  it  would  be  very  pleasing  to  me  should  such  true  patriots  bo  brought  to  my 
ranks  by  extending  to  them  any  assistance  that  may  be  possible.  I  confide  to  Colonel 
Maziiera*s  discretion  the  subject  of  engaging  in  our  favor  some  of  the  leading  organs  of  the 
prpss,  in  order  to  secure  the  publication  of  suitable  articles  in  favor  of  our  enterprise,  even 
though  for  this  purpose  it  should  become  necessary  to  make  pecuniary  sacrifices.  It  shall  be 
his  duty  to  visit  General  Grant,  in  whose  hands  he  will  place  the  letter  which  he  has  received 
for  that  genera],  and  shall  endeavor  to  convince  him  of  the  advantage  it  would  be  to  all  of 
tis  who  profess  republican  principles  were  he  to  contribute  his  powerful  influence  towards 
secnrinr  the  patriotic  object  which  I  have  in  view.  As  Colonel  Mazuera  is  sufficiently  well 
infbriDM,  ana  understands  thoroughly  the  important  charge  with  which  he  is  intrusted,  I 
leave  to  his  own  deliberation  the  arrangement  of  many  details  which  he  will  understand  how 
to  work  out  according  as  occasions  present  themselves,  for  I  am  inspired  with  this  much  con- 
fidence in  the  ability,  honor,  loyalty,  and  Americanism  of  said  Senor  Mazuera.  For  the 
reasons  set  forth  above,  I  recognize,  approve,  and  confirm  as  valid,  from  this  moment,  the 
aets  which  Seffor  Mazuera  may  perform  while  in  the  discharge  of  this  mission,  in  order  to 
Becnre  the  successful  issue  of  the  same. 

*'Iq  testimony  whereof  I  set  my  hand  to  these  presents. 

*'Done  St  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  this  12th  day  of  December,  1865. 

»*A.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANNA." 


No.  9. 
[From  the  New  York  Herald,  September  2,  1866.] 

MORE  OF  SAMTA   ANNA'S  LITIGATIONS. — SUPREME  COURT-— CHAMBERS—BEFORE  JUDGE 

BARNARD. 

The  Montgomery  Case. — Motion  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest  against  Santa  Anna, 

Stptsmber  1. — L.  H.  Montgomery  vs.  A.  L.  de  Santa  Anna. — Plaintiff  in  this  case  claims 
to  bare  acted  as  the  agent  of  General  Santa  Anna  in  the  organization  ot  an  expedition  to 
fwrrert  tbe  Meiican  empire  and  establish  a  republic  instead.  The  authority  for  ttiis  agency 
be  allies  to  have  received  through  Sefior  Dario  Mazuera  and  Mr.  Solon  Dike,  who  claim  to 
bare  been  the  directly  accredited  agents  of  Santa  Anna  for  the  same  purposes.  Mazuera  is 
at  present  confined  in  the  Ludlow  street  jail,  under  a  suit  instituted  against  him  by^the 
general  for  some  $80,000. 

Tbe  material  points  in  the  affidavits  and  the  statements  on  both  sides  have  already  been 
published  in  the  Herald. 

lo  the  present  suit  Montgomery  seeks  to  get  |25,000  for  services  rendered,  and  under  this 
claim  procured  an  order  of  arrest  against  the  general,  in  which  the  latter  was  held  to  bail  in 
tbe  som  of  $30,000.    A  motion  to  vacate  this  order  of  airest  was  made  yesterday. 

Ur.  Peter  T.  Cutler  appeared  for  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  H.  Daily  for  defendant. 

Mr.  Cutler  opened  the  argument,  and  alluded  to  the  character  of  the  affidavits  on  the 
other  side.  The  main  question  to  be  determined  was  upon  the  agency.  Montgomery  had 
produced  evidence  to  show  his  agency  in  the  matter,  which  facts  were  merely  denied  by 
Santa  Anna,  without  producing  contradictory  evidence  on  each  material  point 

Judge  Barnard.  There  is  sufficient  in  the  affidavits  to  issue  an  order  of  arrest. 

Mr.  Cutler  contended  that  theie  was  not  sufficient  in  the  affidavits  of  defendant  to  quash 
the  order  of  arrest.  Defendant  had  not  furnished  evidence  denying  any  of  plaintiff's  asser- 
tions. There  was  nothing  in  the  affidavits  of  his  opponents  which  would  authorize  him  to 
make  a  motion  to  discharge  from  an*est. 

Tbe  court  having  decided  to  hear  the  case  at  length,  Mr.  Daily  proceeded  to  read  his  affi- 
<^rita  in  support  of  the  motion  to  vacate  the  order  of  arrest  He  read  the  affidavit  of 
Creneral  Santa  Anna,  denying  that  he  had  given  any  authority  whatever  to  Montgomery  to 
vXuloB  agent  ^  r 
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Jad^  Barnard.  Does  General  Santa  Anna  tpeak  the  English  language  7 

Mr.  Daily.  He  does  not. 

Judffe  Barnard.  Who  translated  the^  affidavits  for  him  T 

Mr.  J)aily  gave  the  name  of  the  translator.  The  gentleman  then  went  on  with  his  reading. 
The*  affidavit  of  Maznera  alleged  that  he  had  never  at  any  time  employed  Montgomery  undsr 
the  anthori^  given  hy  Santa  Anna  to  deponent  Several  other  affidavits  were  read,  when 
Mr  Cutler  followed  in  hehalf  .of  Montgomery. 

Judge  Barnard  took  all  the  papers  in  the  case  and  reserved  his  decision. 


No.  10. 
[From  the  New  York  Times,  Septemher  5, 1866.] 

STILL  ANOTHER  SUIT.—SAMTA  ANNA'S  FATHER-IN-LAW  ARRESTED.  * 

An  order  of  arrest  was  granted  yesterday  hy  Judge  Barnard,  of  the  supreme  court,  for  tlie 
apprehension,  in  a  civil  suit,  of  Luis  6.  de  Yidal  y  Eivas,  father-in-law -of  General  Sa&ts 
Anna.  The  plaintiff  in  the  action  is  Emelia  Cuppia,  owner  of  a  boarding-house  in  East 
Forty-first  street,  this  city,  who  alleys  in  her  amoavits,  on  which  the  order  of  arrest  was 
issued,  that  defendant^  Bivas,  is  indebted  to  her  in  the  sum  of  $355  50,  the  balance  of  a 
board  bill.  It  was  furthermore  stated  that  General  Santa  Anna  and  the  defendant  were  aboot 
leaving  this  country  for  Mexico,  and  that  the  latter  would  take  with  him  all  his  goods  ao4 
effects ;  that  there  was  gpreat  danger  that  plaintiff  would  lose  the  amount  of  her  claim  against 
him  unless  the  court  interfered  and  granted  an  order  of  arrest,  holding  him  to  bail  in  a  sin 
sufficient  to  fully  meet  the  demand. 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  Septemher  30,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  joa  the  English  transk- 
tioQ  of  a  decree  published  in  the  Monitem*  Universel  of  Paris,  on  the  13th  in- 
stant, containing  a  so-called  convention  concluded  on  the  30th  of  Julj  last, 
between  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  his  agent  in  Mexico,  Don  Fernando 
Maximiliano  Josd  de  Hapsburg.    The  decree  contains  the  following  dispositiood : 

1.  The  French  agent  in  Mexico  agrees  to  grant  to  France  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  returns  of  the  gulf  custom-houses  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  twenty-fiye 
per  cent,  of  those  of  the  Pacific,  that  being  the  only  disposable  portion  of  the 
returns. 

2.  This  appropriation  is  to  pay  the  interest  and  to  extinguish  the  loans  con- 
tracted by  Don  Fernando  de  Hapsburg,  and  also  to  pay  the  three  per  cent  in- 
terest on  the  debt  he  supposes  Mexico  owes  to  France,  which  he  estimates  at 
two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  fnincs,  more  or  less. 

3.  The  duties  now  collected  in  the  Mexican  custom-houses  shall  not  be  changed 
so  Its  to  lessen  the  returns. 

4.  The  duties  shall  be  collected  by  French  agents  in  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampioo, 
"  and  they  shall  be  under  the  protection  of  the  French  flag."  In  all  the  other 
ports  the  respective  custom-house  accounts  shall  be  indorsed  by  the  French 
agents. 

5.  The  French  Emperor  shall  fix  the  term  of  office  of  the  agents  in  Vera  Cnu 
and  Tampico,  and  shall  take  the  necessary  measures  for  their  protection. 

6.  This  new  arrangement  takes  the  place  of  the  so-called  convention  of 
Miramar,  of  the  10th  oi  April,  1864,  only  in  reference  to  financial  concerns. 

If  this  arrangement  would  go  no  further  from  the  Emperor  Napoleon  and  his 
agents  in  Mexico  I  would  have  nothing  to  say  about  it,  as  I  hold  he  has  a  right 
to  dictate  as  he  pleases  to  his  subordinates ;  but  as  certain  obligations  are  pre- 
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tended  to  be  imposed  on  the  Mexican  nation  hj  one  who  has  no  right  to  do  it,  I 
deem  it  mj  datj  to  make,  respectfdllj,  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  arrange- 
nentSy  for  the  reconsideration  ci  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  first  place,  I  beg  you  to  permit  me  to  say,  if  any  one  really  believes 
that  Don  Ferdinand  Maximilian  of  Hapsbnrg  is  anything  more  than  a  French 
agent  in  Mexico,  or  that  the  success  of  French  intervention  will  do  anything 
mor&  than  make  Mexico  a  dependency  of  France,  he  will  be  undeceived  by 
reading  the  so-called  convention ;  for  by  it  some  of  the  principal  riehts  of  Mexi- 
can sovereignty ,*as  the  power  of  changing  the  tariff  of  imports  and  exports,  and 
the  collecting  of  them  by  their  own  agents,  are  intrusted  to  France. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  the  French  government  has  for  some  time 
desired  to  make  the  United  States  believe  that  Mexican  intervention  was  an 
error,  of  which  it  has  repented,  and  which  it  means  to  correct  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, bat  in  such  way  as  to  keep  up  appearances  and  save  itself  from  the  con- 
tempt of  its  own  subjects  and  of  the  whole  world.  With  this  idea  it  was  to  be 
hoped  that  the  measures  adopted  would  really  bring  about  the  result  desired,  so 
that  the  French  government  would  be  free  from  the  complications  and  difficul- 
ties caused  in  Mexico  by  itself  But,  so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  it  seems 
the  ao-called  convention  onlv  increases  the  impediments  for  leaving  Mexico,  and 
gjyes  rise  to  new  and  immediate  perplexities.  If  the  French  Emperor  has  the 
right  to  make  what  arrangements  he  pleases  with  his  agents,  he  certainly  cannot 
think  they  will  be  binding  on  the  nation  whose  name  he  invokes.  The  conven- 
tioDs  that  the  Emperor  makes  with  his  agent,  Don  Fernando  Maximilian,  can- 
not bind  Mexico  any  more  than  the  orders  transmitted  to  General  Bazaine  by 
ibo  French  minister  of  war.  It  is  now  time  for  the  Emperor  Napoleon  to  con- 
fess frankly  that  he  has  been  routed  in  his  war  with  Mexico,  and  should  accept 
the  consequences  of  his  defeat.  Every  effort  to  conceal  this  will  only  increase 
the  embarrassment  of  his  position,  and  make  his  situation  more  ridiculous. 

I  know  very  well  the  friends  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  explain  this  conduct 
bj  his  desire  to  save  appearances  in  pretending  to  protect  French  credit,  but 
without  the  intention  of  enforcing  the  convention.  In  my  opinion  this  explana- 
tion is  very  far  from  being  satisfactory.  If  it  is  now  tried  to  prove  that  all  is 
well  for  the  French  government  in  Mexico,  I  do  not  think  the  way  to  do  it  is  to 
make  agreements  that  everybody  knows  beforehand  cannot  be  complied  with, 
and  if  they  are  not  fulfilled,  as  they  concern  "  special  agents,  to  be  protected  by 
the  French  flag/'  can  only  be  another  cause  of  discredit  to  the  government  of 
the  Emperor  Napoleon. 

This  explains  why  the  convention  is  blamed  by  all  those  who  wish  to  see 
France  freed  from  the  difficulties  which  its  government  has  brought  upon  it  in 
Mexico,  as  the  accompanying  extracts  from  various  French  papers  will  show. 

In  my  opinion,  the  real  object  of  the  convention  is  to  leave  the  seeds  for  other 
difficnlties  and  complications,  so  as  to  have  some  excuse  to  remain  in  Mexico, 
ia  case  the  Emperor  Napoleon  sees  fit  to  prolong  his  intervention  and  the  occu- 
pation of  the  country  beyond  the  time  he  promised  the  United  States  to  with- 
draw from  Mexico.  As  for  the  rest,  if  the  convention  has  been  made  in  good 
&ith,  what  must  we  think  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  when 
we  see  him  deprive  his  agent  of  the  only  resources  that  enable  him  to  live  in 
the  city  of  Mexico  while  the  French  army  holds  some  portions  of  the  Mexican 
repnblict  ' 

As  the  convention  mentions  the  loans  negotiated  by  the  French  government 
for  its  agent,  Don  Fernando  Maximilian,  to  oppress  Mexico,  I  enclose  some 
vticlet  in  regard  to  these  loans,  taken  from  English  papers  that  cannot  be  con- 
sidered friendly  to  the  Mexican  republic,  nor  even  impartial,  giving  some  idea 
of  the  fraud  and  deception  with  which  they  have  been  contracted,  and  of  the 
distribution  that  has  been  made  of  them. 
As  to  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  francs,  the  cost  of  the  war  that 
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France  is  now  making  upon  Mexico,  as  it  19  notoriously  unjust,  with  no  otW 
aim  than  to  conquer  the  country,  it  cannot  be  imagined  how  the  Emperor  Na- 
poleon can  expect  that  Mexico  will  pay  it.  If  he  had  been  successful  in  his  ex- 
pedition, he  would  have  had  a  rich  colony ;  but  as  he  has  failed,  he  ought  in 
justice  to  indemnify  Mexico  for  the  injury  he  has  done  her,  instead  of  asking 
compensation  for  the  expenses  of  a  cruel  and  unjust  war. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  as- 
surances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^„  ^. 


No.  1. 


[From  Le  Moniteur  Universel,  (official  paper  of  the  French  empire,)  Paris,  ThuiBday,  8^ 
tember  13, 1866.— No.  256,  page  1.] 

OFFICIAL. 

Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of  Gk>d  and  the  national  will,  &c.  Upon  the  rq>ort  of  onr  minister 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  we  have  decreed  and  do  decree  as  follows : 

Article  I.  A  convention  relating  to  the  assignment  to  Che  French  eovemmont  of  the 
customs  receipts  of  Mexico  having  ^n  signed  at  Mexico  on  the  30th  of  July,  1866,  the  said 
convention,  whose  tenor  runs  as  under,  having  our  sanK^tion,  will  receive  full  and  entire  ex- 
ecution from  the  date  of  November.  1866. 

CONVENTION. 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  l^rench  and  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  animated 
by  a  desire  to  settle  to  their  mutual  satisfaction  the  financial  questions  pending  between  their 
governments,  have  resolved  to  conclude  a  convention  with  that  object,  and  appoint  for  their 
plenipotentiaries — 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  M.  Alphonse  Dane,  his  envoy  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary  at  Mexico,  dec. 

His  m^esty  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  M.  Louis  de  Arroyo,  under-secretary  of  state,  &jc.; 
who  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

Article  1 .  The  Mexican  government  gprants  to  the  French  government  an  assignment  of 
■one-half  of  the  receipts  of  aU  the  maritime  customs  of  the  empire  arising  from  tue  under- 
mentioned duties : 

Principal  and  special  import  and  export  duties  upon  all  objects. 

Additional  duties  of  intemacion  and  contia-registre. 

The  duty  of  mejoras  materiiUs  as  soon  as  the  said  duty  shall  be  freed  fh>m  the  assSgnmant 
actually  in  force  in  favor  of  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico  Kailway  Company — an  assignmeat 
which  cannot  be  extended. 

As  the  export  duties  of  the  custom-house  on  the  Pacific  coast  are  already  pledged  to  the 
extent  of  three-fourths,  the  assignment  now  made  in  favor  of  the  French  government  shall 
be  limited  to  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  which  remains  unchanged. 

Art.  2.  The  produce  of  the;  assignment  stipulated  in  the  foregoing  article  shall  be  apj^ied : 
First,  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  to  the  sinking  fund,  and  of  all  the  obligations  arising 
out  of  the  two  loans  contracted  in  1864  and  1865  by  the  Mexican  government.  Second,  to 
the  payment  of  interest  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  upon  the  sum  of  216,000,000  francs,  of 
which  the  Mexican  eovernment  has  acknowledged  itself  indebted  by  virtue  of  the  conven- 
tion of  Miramar,  ana  of  all  the  sums  subsequently  advanced  in  any  shape  from  the  IfVoch 
treasury.  The  amount  of  this  liability,  (cr^ance, )  estimated  now  at  the  approximate  sum 
of  250,000,000  francs,  shall  be  hereafter  fixed  in  definite  manner.  In  the  event  of  the 
amounts  received  being  insufficient  for  the  full  payment  of  the  charges  above  mentioned, 
the  rights  of  the  holders  of  bonds  of  the  two  loans  and  of  the  French  government  shall 
remain  completely  reserved. 

Art.  3.  The  amount  arising  from  the  assignment  of  one>half  of  the  produce  of  the  Mex- 
ican customs  shall  increase  proportionally  with  the  augmentation  of  the  receipta,  and  incase 
tlie  amount  should  exceed  the  sum  necessary  to  meet  the  charges  specified  in  article  one,  the 
excess  shall  be  applied  in  reduction  of  the  capital  sum  due  to  the  French  government. 

Art.  4.  The  quota  of  duties  and  the  mode  of  levying  them,  at  present  in  force,  shall  not 
undergo  any  modification  which  might  have  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  product  of  the  pro- 
portion assigned. 

Art.  5.  The  collection  of  the  duties  assigned,  as  mentioned  in  article  one,  shall  be  per- 
formed at  Vera  Cruz  and  at  Tampico  by  special  agents,  placed  under  the  protection  qf  the  French 
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(Ug.  All  Uie  dnties  received  at  these  two  custoro-bonses  on  account  of  the  Mexican  treasiirj 
shall  be  appropriated  to  the  discharge  of  the  French  concession,  with  the  sole  reserve  of  aoj 
portion  that  may  be  the  subject  of  any  assignment  now  recognized,  and  of  the  payment  of 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  those  cnstom-hooses.  The  amount  of  this  latter  expense,  which 
thall  include  the  remuneration  allowed  to  the  French  agents,  must  not  exceed  five  per  cent, 
of  the  produce  of  the  before-mentioned  duties.  A  quarterly  settlement  of  accounts  shall  set 
forth  the  amounts  thus  received  by  the  French  government  and  the  product  of  the  assigned 
duties  in  all  the  custom-houses  of  the  empire.  This  settlement  of  accounts  shall  fix  the  sum 
to  be  immediately  paid  by  the  Mexican  government  to  make  up  the  amount  of  the  revenue 
coDceded  in  case  there  should  be  a  deficiency,  or  the  sum  to  be  handed  over  to  it  should  the 
sum  received  be  in  excess.  In  all  the  other  ports  than  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  the  French 
coDsnlar  agents  shall  revise  the  accounts  of  the  customs  establishments  in  the  ports  where 
they  are  resident 

Art.  6.  It  shall  be  left  to  the  diaeretion  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  III  to  fix  the  time  during 
which  the  agents  charged  with  levying  these  repayments  shall  be  maintained  at  Tampico 
and  Vera  Cruz,  as  wellas  to  defime  th^  measures  which  may  be  proper  to  insure  their  pro- 
tection. 

Art.  7.  The  arrangements  above  specified  shall  be  submitted  for  approbation  to  the  Em- 
peror of  tiie  French,  and  shall  become  in  force  at  a  time  fixed  by  his  Majesty. 

The  convention  signed  at  Miramar  on  April  10,  1864,  shall  from  that  time  be  abrogated 
on  all  pNOtntB  which  relate  to  financial  questions. 

In  faith  of  which  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the  present  convention,  to 
which  they  have  affixed  their  seals. 

Made  in  duplicate  at  Mexico,  the  30th  of  July,  1866. 

ALPH.  DANG. 
LOUIS  DK  ARROYO. 

Art.  IL  Oar  minister  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department,  provisionally  charged 
with  the  department  of  foreign  elSairi,  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree. 

NAPOLEON. 
St.  Cloud,  SepUmber  12,  1866. 


4 
Seen  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  state : 

The  Seal  Ke»per  amd  Minieter  of  Justice  and  Public  Worship, 

By  the  Emperor : 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  in  charge  ad  interim 

of  the  Department  of  foreign  Affairs^ 


J.  BAROCHE. 


LA  VALETTE. 


No.  2. 
[From  La  Liberty,  Paris,  September  14, 1866.] 

THE  UQCIDATION. 

A  man  must  entertain  very  robust  illusions  not  to  be  convinced  that  the  monarchical  ex- 
peiiment  attempted  by  France  in  Mexico  is  rapidly  approaching  its  denouement ;  and  it  may 
be  trolv  sMd  that  the  policv  of  intervention  has  never  before  exhibited  so  plainly  the  perils 
which  it  has  created  and  the  troubles  which  follow  in  its  track.  We  went  to  Mexico  to 
T«oover  an  insig^ficant  debt;  to-day  Mexico  owes  us  250,000,000  francs,  and  we  end 
where  we  should  have  begun,  by  taking  possession  of  the  customs. 

We  went  to  Mexico  to  protect  the  lives  of  our  countrymen,  as  the  names  of  eight  French- 
BKn  who  were  assassinated  were  given.  Now  we  are  obliged  to  record— to  say  nothing  of 
oar  soldiers  killed— the  murder  orFrench  residents  at  Saltillo,  at  Tampico,  and  on  the  road 
from  Vera  Croz.  We  went  to  Mexico  to  support  the  claims  of  some  French  subjects ;  now 
these  claimants  complain  of  the  enormous  reductions  which  have  been  made  in  their  de- 
muds,  and  of  the  non-payment  of  recognized  indebtedness.  Besides  that,  instead  of  a 
few  claimants,  we  have  before  us  a  legion  of  holders  of  the  two  Mexican  loans,  who  demand 
^  we  should  reimburse  them.  We  went  to  Mexico  to  found  a  stable  government,  and 
^  that  government,  with  assistance  in  money  and  men  which  none  of  its  predecessors  had, 
ii  inable  to  live  without  us.  Deprived  of  its  customs  revenues,  its  only  real  resource,  soon 
to  be  deprived  of  our  material  aid,  the  empire  has  no  longer  either  money  or  men,  and  it 
ass  only  to  choose  between  a  prompt  abdication  and  the  successive  conquest  of  all  its  pro- 
^"Met  by  Uie  dissidents,  who,  we  have  been  so  often  told,  were  entirely  beaten  and  exhausted. 
Ib  inch  a  situation,  on  the  eve  of  the  abdication  of  Maximilian,  the  adversaries  of  the  Mex- 
|caa  expedition  would  be  lacking  in  patriotism  if  they  indulged  in  sterile  and  useless  recrim- 
iaatioQi.  At  the  same  time  the  journals  which  have  resting  upon  their  conscience  the  aid 
imprudently  given  to  an  unfortunate  enterprise  will  fail  in  their  duty  if  they  do^not  unite 
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with  JOB  in  seeking  the  means  9i  finishing  as  soon  as  possible  with  an  afiair  whidi  bsi 
cheated  their  hopes  and .  gone  contrary  to  f^l  their  calculations.  Lii^nidation — that  is  what 
is  desired,  and  it  shonld  be  firmlj  desired  without,  however,  indulging  in  chimeras.  To  ex- 
pect that  Mexico,  which  was  unable  to  pay  an  insignificant  sum  due  to  France  before  the 
intervention,  can  now  pay  us  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions,  is  to  follow  a  chimera.  Let  as 
get  rid  of  the  idea.  To  expect  that  Maximilian  can  reign  in  Mexico  without  his  customs 
revenues — that  is  to  say,  without  a  budget — is  still  to  follow  a  chimera.  Let  us  abandon  it. 
To  expect  that  any  government  succeeding  to  the  empire  will  ratify  the  convention  of  At 
26th  of  July,  and  that  it  can  live  without  a  budget,  is  to  pursue  a  chimera.  Let  iu  not  talk 
of  it.  We  will  put  but  one  question  :  How  are  we  to  guarantee  the  existence  of  our  eoon- 
try  men  against  reprisals  of  the  Juarists,  pUiced  outside  the  law  by  official  proclamation,  sad 
the  partisans  of  whom  have  been  summarily  shot?  It  would  certainly  be  very  muck  to  be 
regretted  that  the  holders  of  the  Mexican  loans  should  lose  in  whole  or  in  part  their  invest- 
ment in  the  Mexican  lottery ;  but  after  all,  these  are  only  the  chances  of  plaj*  That  those 
who  have  furnished  it  or  its  equivalent  should  lose  the  two  hundred  and  fihy  millions  whieb 
Mexico  owes  us  would  be  very  sad ;  but  after  all,  these  were  the  expenses  of  an  expeditioii 
which  was  approved  by  the  deputies  whom  the  contributors  elected.  What  would  be  teni- 
ble  would  be  the  massacre  of  our  countrymen  who  did  not  ask  for  intervention,  and  who,  ^ar 
army  evacuating  Mexico,  would  be  left  aa  hostages  in  the  hands  of  the  exasperated  JoMists. 
Now,  the  only  means  of  saving  them,  if  they  are  menaced,  as  the  French  journals  in  Mexico 
unanimously  say  they  are,  is  to  place  theot  under  the  guarantee  of  a  treaty  eonchided  be- 
tween France  and  a  national  government.  Does  the  government  of  Maximilian,  wko  canaot 
even  defend  himself,  present  sufficient  guarantees?  Evidently  not;  and,  besides,  it  has 
just  taken  away  from  itself  the  means  of  existence.  There  is  no  necessity  of  our  occopyiog 
ourselves  further  with  it. 

There  remain  three  republican  chiefis— Santa  Anna,  Ortega,  and  Juares.  Can  we  treat 
with  Santa  Anna,  the  ancient  head  of  the  conservative  party  ? 

Overthrown  by  the  liberal  party,  absent  from  Mexico  for  many  vears,  Santa  Anna  no 
longer  has  any  reputation.  If  his  party,  who  demanded  intervention,  had  possessed  the 
slightest  influence,  Maximilian  would  have  governed  with  men  of  that  stamp,  and  need  not 
have  been  obliged  to  seek  for  his  ministers  among  the  liberal  party.  The  presidency  of 
Santa  Anna  would  be  then  an  anti-national  and  ephemeral  presidency,  which  would  funusb 
us  with  no  real  guarantees. 

Can  we  treat  with  Ortega  7  Why  ?  What  claim  has  Geaersl  Ortega  to  the  eoafidence  of 
the  Mexicans  ?  What  guarantee  of  stability  would  his  government  present  t  It  would  be 
that  of  Juarez  without  his  popularity. 

There  remains,  then,  only  Juarez.  Say  and  think  what  we  please  about  Juarez,  it  is 
none  the  less  true,  that  in  Mexico  he  is  popular.  The  proof  of  this  is  that,  notwithstanding 
our  efforts,  in  spite  of  our  excellent  soldiers,  he  has  held  the  field  for  four  years.  Alter  the 
departure  of  Maximilian,  his  will  be  the  sole  constituted  power.  Why,  then,  can  we  not 
treat  with  him  ?  Attaining  power  upon  the  ruins  of  the  conservative  party,  Juarez  has  given 
proof  of  a  firmness,  a  perseverance,  which  we  must  deplore,  as  it  has  been  very  unfortunate 
tor  tihe  desi^s  of  France,  but  which,  from  his  point  of  view,  is  very  honorable.  In  a  country 
where  probity  is  an  uncommon  virtue,  (we  have  never  heard  his  probity  attacked,)  and  9ftei 
having  decided  upon  the  sale  of  the  clerical  property,  he  was  the  only  one  who  did  not  profit 
by  the  operation  to  which  this  sale  gave  opportunity.  Again,  at  the  time  when,  during  tbe 
siege  of  Puebla,  the  population  of  Mexico  loudly  demanded,  at  one  time  the  massacre,  at 
another  the  expulsion,  of  the  French  residents,  it  was  he,  and  he  alone,  who  saved  our  coun- 
trymen from  death  and  ruin  France  combated  him  with  ardor  as  lon^  as  she  believed  in 
th?  duration  of  the  empire.  This  was  a  duty,  as  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  defend  tbs 
government  which  it  had  established.  But  the  day  when  we  recognise  that  the  establish- 
ment of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico  will  demand  too  heavy  sacrifices — ^tbe  day  when  Maximilian 
disengages  us  by  his  abdication — what  serious  reason  have  we  for  not  treating  with  tbs 
government  of  Juarez  ?  That  day  our  only  duty  will  be  to  come  to  an  understanding  witk 
the  government  which  presents  the  most  guarantees  of  continuation.  Now  what  govemmeot 
offers  more  than  that  which  has  lasted  four  ^ears,  in  spite  of  the  intervention? 

Let  us  then  cast  aside  all  secondary  considerations,  and  if  the  empire  is  to  fall,  let  us  not 
hesitate  to  adopt  the  only  reasonably  course.  This  course,  once  adopted,  we  may  be  certain 
that  we  will  obtain  from  Juarez  all  the  desirable  concessions ;  and,  in  any  case,  we  will  bsTS 
assured  the  lives  of  our  countrymen,  whom  Juarez  alone  is  probably  sufficiently  influential 
to  efficaciously  protect. 

The  Patrie  ought  to  be  satisfied  now  with  our  explanations,  and  should  not  aocnse  tbea 
of  being  obscure.  Will  it  tell  us,  in  its  turn,  what  it  proposes  to  conciliate  the  necessity  of 
evacuating  Mexico,  and  the  duty  of  protecting  our  countrymen?  Let  it  speak  plainlj; 
but,  after  assuming  the  responsibility  of  the  Mexican  loan  by  rash  eulogies,  let  it  beware  of 
assuming  the  much  more  serious  responsibility  now  of  events  unanimously  predicted  by  sll 
the  Mexican  journabi. 

CLEMENT  DUVERNOIS. 
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No.  3. 

A  well-informed  joamal,  the  Monitear,  pabliskes  Mb  morning  the  following  note: 

"By  a  decree  of  the  26th  July,  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Mexico  h^  confided  the  port- 
folio of  war  to  General  Osmont,  major  general,  chief  of  staff  in  the  expeditionary  corps,  and 
tbe  portfolio  of  finance  to  Mr.  Friant,  military  intendant.  The  militarjp'  duties  of  these  two 
chiefs  in  service,  attached  to  an  army  in  the  field,  being  incompatible  with  the  responsibility 
of  their  new  functions,  they  have  not  been  authorized  to  accept  them.'* 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  we  approve  of  this  resolution  of  the  French  fifovemment 
in  the  most  complete  manner.  What  will  the  Patrie  think  of  it,  when  it  said  yesterday, 
speaking  of  Greneral  Castelnau^s  mission  7 

"  We  are  certain  General  Castebiau's  mission  to  Mexico  relates  to  a  new  plan  for  reorganiz- 
stioi,  containing  many  civil  and  military  reforms,  to  be  implied  in  December  next.  The 
appointment  of  Greneral  Osmont  as  minister  of  war,  and  Mr.  Friant,  military  intendant,  as 
odmster  of  finance,  is  only  the  starting  point  for  this  enttrelv  new  situation. 

"According  to  the  basis  adopted  for  the  Mexican  army,  that  army,  commanded  chiefly  by 
French  officers,  would  not  only  serve  to  keep  order  and  quiet  in  the  country,  but  would  be 
employed  in  directing  the  different  civil  and  financial  services,  the  employes  being  taken 
frooi  the  army.  This  system,  lasting  two  or  three  years,  would  be  economical  to  the  treas- 
Qiy,  as  the  salaries  womd  be  paid  from  the  army  fund,  and  peace  and  economy  are  what  the 
people  now  need,  above  all  things." 

Our  readers  can  judge  from  this  what  the  informations  and  predictions  of  the  Patrie  are 
worth. 

CLEMENT  DUVERNOIS. 


No.  4. 

[From  the  Opinion  Nationale,  of  September  15.] 

THE  CONTENTION  WITH  MEXICO. 

The  convention  with  Mexico,  published  in  the  Moniteur  of  yesterdav,  although  signed  by 
M.  De  La  Yalette,  minister  ad  interim^  has  been  In  reality  concluded  by  Mr.  Drouyn  ae 
Umys,  since  on  the  30th  of  Julv  the  latter  had  not  yet  resigned.  This  convention,  we  regret 
to  say,  seems  to  fall  short  of  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  two  governments,  and  contains 
elements  of  danger  and  complications  to  which  we  believe  it  to  be  our  duty  to  call  public 
attention. 

The  treaty  concedes  to  France  half  the  receipts  of  the  custom-houses  of  the  ports  located 
on  the  gulf'^of  Mexico,  and  a  fourth  in  all  the  ports  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  If  the  concession 
is  bat  a  fourth  of  the  receipts  in  the  harbors  of  the  Pacific,  it  is  because  the  other  three- 
foarths  are  ^eady  mortgaged ;  so  that  the  Mexican  ffovemment  will  not  get  anything  from 
these  ports.  It  will  not  get  much  more  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  because  if  we  are  to  receive 
fifty  per  cent.,  forty-nine  per  cent,  being  alre^v  conceded  as  a  guarantee  to  the  8[)anish- 
Enghsh  debt,  there  will  remain  one  per  cent,  that  is  to  say,  the  equivalent  of  nothing,  to 
the  Mexican  government.  Now  the  custom-houses  having  been  the  principal  part  of  its 
revenue,  thn  question  occurs,  what  will  the  aforesaid  government  have  to  live  upon  here- 
afW  f    This,  of  course,  is  a  question  which  we  will  not  undertake  to  solve. 

There  is  another  circumstance  worthy  of  notice.  The  convention  allows  us  fifty  per  cent. 
<rf  tbe  produce  of  the  custom-houses  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico.  Now,  out  of  the  three  principid 
ports  located  on  thi|t  gulf,  Matamoras,  Tampico,  and  Vera  Cruz,  two,  Matamoras  and  Tam- 
ptco,  do  not  any  longer  belong  to  Biaximilian.  Tampico,  especially,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Juarists  on  the  1st  of  Aug^t,  the  day  following  the  signature  of  the  convention.  Must 
ve  conquer  it  again  7 

I^  as  everything  goes  to  show,  Maximilian  is  compelled  to  abdicate,  what  will  be  the  value 
•f  the  present  convention  to  the  succeeding  government  f 

But  the  point  undoubtedly  the  most  defective  and  dangerous  of  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of 
Jvly  is  the  disposition  contained  in  article  5,  stating  that 

^  **  The  collection  of  the  duties  mentionod  in  article  1  will  be  made  at  Vera  Cruz  and  Tam- 
pico by  special  agents  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  of  France.** 

This  arrangement  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  make  us  condemn  the  treaty.  With  this 
aitadf  nothing  is  ended.  Vainly  shall  we  have  re-embarked  our  troops  and  Drought  them 
back  to  Exuope.  Our  flag  remains ;  that  is  to  say,  France  is  still  engaged.  Abandoning 
^  soil  of  Mexico,  we  leave  upon  it  the  germ  of  our  complications  and  perhaps  a  new  ex- 
pedition. 

If  Mexican  agents  had  been  intrusted  with  the  collection,  we  would  have  run  but  one 
liak,  tbe  certdaty  of  not  being  paid.  This  would  certainly  have  been  a  misfbrtone,  which 
was,  however,  «os€eptible  of  being  appreciated,  estimated,  and  reckoned.  ^  r 
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Bat  the  position  which  is  made  for  us  bj  this  treaty  is  far  more  serious,  because  it  con- 
ceals a  certain  peril,  unknown  in  its  form,  unlimited  in  its  bearinf^. 

Can,  in  fact,  the  position  of  the  castom-hoase  officers  we  shall  leave  in  Vera  Cms  and 
Tampico  after  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops  be  easily  imagined  ?  Who  will  protect  then  f 
Is  it  Maximilian  7  But  if  he  conld  not  keep  Tampico,  how  will  he  protect  tne  agents  we 
will  leave  in  that  city  T 

And  if  Maximilian  abdicates,  will  the  government  which  will  take  its  place,  and  which 
will  find  the  exchequer  empty,  leave  qnietly  the  French  custom-house  officers  to  pocket  hslf 
the  revenue  of  the  custom-house  in  virtue  of  an  agreement  they  will  have  not  signed  nor 
acknowledged  7 

On  the  othef  hand,  shall  we  permit  our  agents,  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  Freock 
flag,  to  be  insulted?  Shall  we  allow  the  funds  which  belong  to  us  in  virtue  of  the  conren- 
tion  of  the  90th  of  July  to  be  seised  in  their  hands?  But  if  we  have  no  more  troops  in 
Mexico,  how  shall  we  protect  tham  ?  After  having  recalled  our  army,  shall  we  be  compelled 
to  send  another? 

All  this,  it  must  be  seen,  is  perfectly  impracticable ;  it  is  the  rock  of  Sisyphus ;  it  is  the 
Danuid*s  hogshead ;  it  is  a  vicious  circle,  in  the  midst  of  which  we  shall  perpetually  toni, 
imagining  every  day  to  put  an  end  to  an  undertaking  which  we  will  be  compelled  to  renew 
the  next  day. 

We  must  have  the  courage  to  confront  bad  situations ;  the  Mexican  expedition  is  a  bad 
business.  The  greatest  want  of  France  is  not  to  economfze  upon  the  wrecks  of  the  under- 
taking ;  it  is  to  do  away  with  it  at  once  and  forever,  be  the  cost  500,000,000,  600,000,000.  or 
700,000,000 ;  this  is,  in  our  eyes,  a  very  small  consideration  when  compared  with  the  immeBse 
freedom  of  action  which  would  follow  a  radical  settlement.  Our  intervention  in  Mexico 
weighs  heavily  upon  our  European  policy,  and  has  raised  clouds  between  the  United  States 
and  us.  Why?  For  what  object?  What  do  we  hope  to-dav?  Nothing,  is  it  not?  Well, 
let  us  end  it  once  for  all ;  and  if  we  are  withdrawing:  our  soldiers,  let  us  not  leave  in  their 
stead  our  custom-house  officers  and,  above  all,  our  flag.*' 


No.  6. 

[From  La  Patrie,  Paris,  September,  I860.] 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  mission  of  General  Castelnau  to  Mexico  is  connected 
with  the  approaching  realization  of  a  thorough  plan  of  reorg^ization.  This  plan  embrace* 
several  administrative  and  military  reforms,  which  are  to  be  applied  from  the  month  o(  De- 
cember. The  nomination  of  General  Osmont  as  minister  of  war,  and  that  of  the  military 
intendant,  M.  Friant,  as  minister  of  finance,  were  only  the  point  of  departure  of  this  new 
situation.  According  to  the  basis  adopted  for  the  Mexican  anny,  this  army*  commanded  in 
great  part  by  French  officers,  will  serve  not  only  to  maintain  order  and  tranquillity  in  the 
country,  but  will  be  employed  to  direct  the  different  administrative  and  financial  services. 
The  employ^  necessary  to  perform  these  services  will  be  taken  from  it  This  system,  which 
will  prooably  last  two  or  three  years,  will  have  the  advantage  to  produce  notable  economies 
to  the  treasury,  since  Mexico  will  have  scarcely  any  expenses  to  Dear  excepting  those  of  the 
support  of  its  army,  and  it  will  respond  to  the  most  pressing  needs  of  its  population,  who, 
before  all,  demand  order  and  economv  as  the  two  benefits  before  which  all  other  considera- 
tions ought  to  disappear.  The  orgamzation  of  the  new  Mexican  army,  the  base  of  the  whole 
system,  at  the  last  date,  was  advancing  rapidly.  The  number  of  voluntary  enrolments  was 
considerable,  and  had  even  permitted  the  dispension  of  the  conscription.  When  the  aimv 
shall  have  been  entirely  formed  it  will  take  possession  of  the  difiFercnt  services,  and  it  ii 
thought  that  this  substitution  can  be  made  long  before  the  departure  of  the  last  contingents 
of  the  French  expeditionary  corps.  When  General  Castelnau  will  have  regulated  as  French 
commissa^  the  different  questions  in  which  our  adhesion  was  considered  necessary,  he  will 
return  to  Paris,  where  it  is  thought  he  will  arrive  in  the  early  part  of  December.  We  are 
assured  that  Marshal  Bazaine,  woo  will  no  longer  have  a  command  in  accordance  with  the 
high  dignity  with  which  he  is  clothed,  will  quit  Mexico  about  the  same  time. 


No.  6. 
[Paris  (September  13)  correspondence  of  the  London  Times.] 

MISSION   OF   GENERAL  DE  CASTELNAU  TO  MEXICO— DISSATISFACTION   WITH   MARSBAL 

UAZAINE. 

General  de  Castelnau,  one  of  the  Emperor*s  aides-de-camp,  left  Paris  on  Tuesday  nif^ht 
suddenly,  and  was  to  sail  yesterday  by  the  post  boat  from  St.  Nazaire  to  Vera  Cruz.  It  is 
said  that  he  carries  an  autog^ph  letter  from  the  Emperor  Napoleon  to  the  emperor  Maximil- 
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wif  and  I  beHeve  it  will  prove  that  be  alse  takes  with  hin  the  lecall  of  Marshal  Bazaine, 
whose  condnct  in  oommand  of  the  French  army  in  Mexico  has  of  late  not  given  satisfistction. 
He  is  accused  of  Various  shortcomings,  among  others  of  havine  cansed  the  fall  of  Mata- 
moTM  bj  neglecting  to  send  the  re-enforcements  repeatedly  applied  for  by  Oeneral  Mejia.  It 
is  not  that  Mejia,  but  his  brother,  who  has  desertea  to  the  Juarists.  The  loss  of  Tampico  is 
another  disaster  discreditable  to  the  commander-in-chief.  The  French  portion  ot  the  ffarri- 
•00,  oulj  <Mbe  hnndred  and  seventy-five  men,  defended  themselves  so  gallantly  as  to  oDtain 
terms  of  honorable  capitnlation,  and  marched  ont  with  arms,  baggage,  and  drums  beating. 
Their  defence  was  favored  by  the  arrival  of  three  French  men-of-war  from  Vera  Cruz. 
Although  of  late  people  here  have  talked  of  the  Mexican  empire  as  nearly  at  its  last  gasp, 
in  official  circles  tnis  does  not  seem  to  be  the  tone,  and  hopes  are  cherished  that  it  may  yet 
survive  and  prosper.  It  is  intended  to  have  recourse  to  a  thorough  military  organization  of 
the  eounti^. 

The  native  Mexican  army  is  to  be  increased,  it  is  said,  to  50,000  men,  and  as  it  has  been 
found  from  experience  that  nothing  can  be  done  with  Mexican  officers,  who  for  the  most  part 
are  iaespable  or  undeserving  of  confidence,  the  army  will  be  officered  bv  Frenchmen.  French 
officers  are  generally  readv  for  anything  that  promises  adventure  and  promotion,  and  i^pli- 
eatioiis  to  take  service  will  not  be  wanting.  Moreover,  the  functions  of  all  the  departments 
of  the  state  will  be  confided  to  French  military  men;  taxes,  custom-house,  administration  of 
all  kinds  will  be  in  their  hands,  and  thus  it  is  hoped  to  ^t  the  better  of  the  corruption  and 
sloth  which  have  hitherto  been  the  bane  of  the  new  empire.  It  remains  to  l>e  seen  how  far 
an  this  is  practicable  and  productive  of  good  results.  Most  people  will  be  suiprised  if  either 
Maximilian  or  the  French  troops  are  in  Mexico  this  time  two  years.  Part  of  these  troops  are 
to  be  withdrawn  next  November,  but  the  Fr^ich  government  has  reserved  the  right  to  keep 
10,000  men  there  until  November,  1868.  Supposmg  Maximilian  to  remain  on  the  throne,  it 
is  thought  probable  that  a  few  thousand  men  will  remain  up  to  that  time,  but  the  French 
(rovemment  would  gUdl^,  I  suspect,  withdraw  them  sooner  did  the  consolidation  of  Maxi- 
niiltan^s  power  permit  of  its  being  done  without  danger  to  his  throne. 


No.  7. 

[From  La  Liberty  Paris,  September  16,  1866  ] 

BRAGGADOCIO. 

The  Patrie  replies  to  the  very  calm  article  we  produced  day  before  yesterday,  in  a  philippic 
of  inexcusable  violence.  Instead  of  helping  us  to  contrive  some  way  to  put  an  end  to  tnis 
nnfortnnate  Mexican  business,  it  attacks  our  patriotism,  accuses  us  of  taking  the  part  of  assas 
sins  and  robbers,  and  desiring  the  defeat  of  our  armies.  Such  abuse  we  despise,  and  we  will 
merely  say  the  mode  of  discussion  is  unworthy  of  a  journalist  who  has  any  retpect  for  his 
profession  in  the  person  of  his  colleagues.  Cannot  questions  of  public  Ifiterest  be  discussed 
with  moderation,  and  is  it  necessaiy  to  calumniate  a  man  to  refute  his  argument  7  Have  we 
accused  the^  Patrie  of  bad  faith,  during  the  four  years  it  entertained  its  r^ers  with  the  most 
dangerous  illusions  7  Did  we  accuse  it  of  evil  intentions,  when  it  persuaded  the  credulous 
to  Imy  Mexican  bonds,  by  publishing  news  that  was  contradicted  tne  next  day  7  No ;  we 
continued  to  sustain  what  we  thought  was  right,  and  we  did  not  say  it  was  a  want  of  patriot- 
ism to  insist  upon  France*s  paying  Maximilian's  debts. 

Now  we  will  resume  the  subject  under  discussion. 

The  Patrie  pretends  to  believe  we  want  Juarez  restored,  when  it  knows  it  is  not  so.  All 
we  want  is,  tot  France  to  withdraw  from  Mejdco  as  soon  as  possible,  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  our  eountrymen,  who  are  threatened  with  retaliation.  That  is  what  we  wish  and 
what  we  ask.  For  this  reason  we  say,  that  if  Maximilian  decides  to  abdicate  for  want  of 
fnods  or  soldiers,  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  treat  with  Juarez.  If  the  Patrie  knows  a 
li^tter  plan,  let  it  be  proposed ;  If  it  is  good,  we  will  advocate  it.  If  the  Patrie  knows  of 
any  way  to  keep  up  the  Mexican  empire,  after  our  troops  quit,  when  its  last  financial  resources 
were  cut  off  by  the  convention  of  the  26th  of  July,  let  us  hear  of  it. 

If  it  knows  of  none,  then  it  must  admit  with  us  that  the  empire  is  nearlv  over,  and  all  that 
i^matns  for  Maximilian  to  do  is  to  renounce  the  throne  he  was  forced  to  take,  and  retire  with  , 
dignity  from  an  enterprise  he  did  his  best  to  carry  out.  If  he  makes  this  resolve  he  will  be 
buuDeiese,  and  history  will  relieve  him  from  all  responsibility.  Does  the  Patrie  want  Maxi- 
oiiBaQ  to  hold  on  to  power,  afler  our  troops  have  leit,  and  without  men  and  without  money, 
aee  his  provinces  taken  from  him,  one  by  one,  by  the  malcontents  7 

After  Maximilian  has  left,  with  whom  will  France  treat,  if  not  with  Juarez  7  Let  the 
PatristeUus. 

What  are  the  objections  to  our  plan  7  The  Libert^  affirms  (says  the  Patrie)  that  Juarez  is 
popalar,  has  kept  up  the  war  four  years,  and  is  the  only  constituted  power. 

If  he  is  the  only  constituted  power,  where  is  this  power  7  Where  is  the  government  that 
fives  the  best  guarantee  of  durability  t 

That  power  tell  with  Puebla,  and  when  Juarez's  constitutional  term  as  President  expired.^ 
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The  Libert^  affirms  that  Jaarez  has  kept  the  ield  for  foar  jears.  Nobodj  will  denj  thii 
Has  Jaarez  been  driven  out  of  Mexico  onoe  in  these  four  years  T  Even  now  half  the  pro- 
vinces are  in  his  hands,  and  the  republicans  hold  the  power  in  all  places  where  onr  tro<m  are 
not  stationed.  Have  they  not  retaken  Matamoras  and  Tampioo  ?  Are  tiiej  not  at  Medellio, 
only  half  an  hour  from  Vera  Cmz  ? 

The  Libert^  says  af^n  that  Juarez  is  nopnlar.  What  audacity!  Certainly  Joarea  must 
have  some  influence  since  he  has  kept  unhappy  men  without  bread  and  without  shoes,  fight- 
ing for  four  years  against  the  best  army  in  the  world,  braving  privations,  deieat,  and  death. 

We  s&id  that  Juarez  would  be  the  only  constituted  power  to  treat  with  after  Maximilian's 
departure ;  let  those  who  contradict  us,  show  us  some  other.  It  is  simply  ridiculous  for  Mr. 
Dreolle  to  put  the  Mexican  constitution  against  Juarez.  Have  there  been  any  elections  in 
Mexico  since  Juarez  was  elected  ?  In  every  country  in  the  world  the  holder  of  power  ke^ 
it  till  another  is  elected,  particularly  in  revolutionary  times. 

The  Patricks  great  argument  is,  tnat  France  cannot  treat  with  Juarez  because  she  has  been 
fighting  him  for  four  years.  Because  France  is  at  war  with  Juarez  is  the  very  reaaon  why 
■hie  should  treat  with  him.  Is  it  a  rule  we  must  not  treat  with  those  we  fight  1  If  it  is,  there 
is  no  end  to  wars,  and  Prussia  would  still  be  fighting  Austria. 

But,  sajrg  the  Patrie,  Juarez  is  an  agent  for  we  United  States.  If  the  Patrie  had  read  ^ 
history  of  the  country  before  talking  about  it,  it  would  know  that  the  grants  of  proviooes 
to  the  Americans  were  made  by  the  conservative  party,  by  Santa  Anna,  against  toe  will  of 
the  liberals. 

After  encouraging  the  Mexican  expedition,  and  urging  France  and  its  government  to  it, 
by  echoing  the  false  reports  circulated  by  Mexicans  in  Paris,  one  ought  to  be  more  modest 
and  more  civil  to  those  who  are  trying  to  repair  the  errors. 

When  one  has  upon  his  conscience  so  many  counsels  condemned  by  experience,  he  ought 
not  to  sit  down  in  his  office  and  forgot  that  there  are  thonsands  of  French  in  Mexico  who  did 
not  ask  for  intervention,  and  who  now  run  the  risk  of  being  massacred  the  day  after  our  de- 
parture. Under  pretext  of  a  point  of  honor,  we  ought  not  to  expose  the  fortunes  and  per- 
haps the  lives  of  our  unfortunate  countrymen  by  imprudent  advice. 

What  the  Patrie  calls  discussion,  is :  substituting  abuse  fbr  argument,  accusing  the  inten- 
tions of  its  opponents  instead  of  answering  their  questions,  endangering  the  lives  of  people 
three  thousana  leagues  off;  and  all  for  the  pleasure  of  making  a  few  high-sounding  sentences. 
That  is  not  politics ;  it  is  braggadodo. 

CLEMENT  DUVERNOIS. 


No.  a 

AN  ALTERVATIYB. 

The  Presse  thus  ends  an  article  relative  to  the  convention  of  the  26th  of  July : 

"A  contract  has  .been  made  with  the  only  regular  authority  that  exists  in  Mexico.  It  is 
binding  on  the  nation  itself  irrevocable  and  finite.  We  need  not  doubt  its  execution,  for,  if 
the  Mexicans  are  opposed  to  it,  two  French  frigates  will  remind  them  of  it.*' 

We  do  not  know  if  our  honorable  colleague  is  aware  of  it,  but  what  he  says  is  an  open 
condemnation  of  the  French  expedition  to  Mexico. 

If  two  French  war  vessels  could  compel  the  Mexicans  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  why  did 
France  make  war  on  them  to  enforce  claims  7  a  war  that  is  not  over  yet ! 

If  two  frigates  could  not  collect  a  trifling  debt,  that  the  single  custom-house  of  Vera  Cnu 
could  have  paid  in  a  few  months,  how  can  they  protect  French  agents  in  all  the  ports  of 
Mexico  for  an  indefinite  period  ? 

If  the  two  frigates  were  sufficient,  then  the  expedition  was  unnecessary;  they  can  do  no 
more  good  now  than  they  could  before ;  so  we  must  give  up  the  contract,  or  continue  the 
expedition. 

CLEMENT  DUVERNOIS. 


No.  9. 
[From  La  Libert^,  Paris,  September  20,  1866.] 

THE  SITUATION  IN  BfEXICO. 

The  Patrie  believes  in  the  future  of  Mexico ;  it  has  a  right  to  do  so,  but  that  is  not  the 
question ;  the  question  is  to  know  what  France  ought  to  do  now  to  protect  its  citizens  is 
Mexico. 

Does  the  Patrie  advise  France  to  continue  military  intervention  beyond  the  time  fixed  for 
its  termination?  If  that  is  our  colleague's  opinion,  why  does  he  not  speak  It  outright T 
Why  doesn*t  he  say  plainly,  France  has  not  spent  enough  men  and  money ;  why  does  he  not 
propose  a  new  loan  and  more  troops  7    In  his  disinterested  tenderness  for  Mexico  and  iu 
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fOTeromeDt,  why  does  he  not  advi«e  France  to  risk  a  war  with  the  United  States,  when  its 
bonor  and  its  interests  are  against  it  7 

If  that  is  what  the  Patrie  wants,  whv  doesn^t  it  have  the  coura^  to  say  so  7  But  while  it 
lameots  the  decrease  of  our  effective  force  in  Mexico,  why  doesn't  it  blame  the  convention  of 
the  26th  Jaly  7  Though  France  was  not  oblic^ed  to  undertake  the  regeneration  of  Mexico, 
when  it  did  undertake  it,  it  should  have  carried  it  out  It  should  not  hesitate  in  the  efficacy 
of  its  plans,  nor  leave  Mexico  bankrupt 

On  the  other  hand,  does  the  Patrie  want  Mexico  evacuated  at  the  time  fixed,  and  the 
convention  of  the  26th  July  executed  7  It  must  believe  one  of  two  things :  either  that  the 
empire  will  survive  intervention,  or  that  it  will  not.  If  it  believes  the  former,  let  it  tells  us 
by  what  kind  of  miracle  that  phenomenon  is  to  be  caused ;  let  it  show  us  the  financial 
resoorces  to  support  Mexico  and  pay  its  debts.  We  want  no  fine  phrases ;  we  want  facts 
sod  figures ! 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  Patrie  thinks  Maximilian  will  abdicate,  why  doesn't  it  say  so,  and 
not  deceive  its  readers  7  But,  what  does  it  propose  when  Maximilian  abdicates  7  It  will 
not  treat  with  Juarez.  We  don't  know  why ;  but  it  will  not  and  that  is  enough.  Sit  pro 
ntimu  volmmtas.  Then,  what  does  it  want  7  what  does  it  advise  7  Does  it  agree  with  the 
Kpoque  to  cede  Mexico  to  the  United  States  7  Does  it  propose  to  treat  with  Santa  Anna,  the 
lepresentatiye  of  a  broken-down  party,  or  with  Ortega,  who  is  a  second  Juarez  7  It  pro- 
poMs  nothing ! 

Again,  Mr.  Dr6oUe  is  certainly  in  jest  when  he  says  France  cannot  give  up  the  Mexican 
job:  and  yet  he  advises  evacuation,  and  declares  the  empire  shall  live,  without  saying  how 
it  shall  live :  and  approves  of  the  Jnlv  convention  that  ruins  the  empire.  On  one  occasion 
it  praised  the  Domination  of  General  Osmont  as  war  minister,  lauding  it  as  a  Franco-Mexi- 
ctn  organization ;  and  the  next  day,  when  the  Moniteur  announced  that  General  Osmont 
yu  not  authorized  to  accept  a  Mexican  portfolio,  it  rubbed  its  hands  and  exclaimed,  in  an 
important  air,  **  That's  just  what  we  tola  you  yesterday !" 

Now,  the  Patrie  takes  refuge  behind  Count  &eratry,  when  we  don't  know  what  his  singpi- 
lar  articles  in  the  Revue  des  Deux  Mondes  can  have  to  do  with  the  question  in  discussion. 

What  says  our  author  who  has  lived  in  Mexico,  not  in  palaces  and  garrisons,  but  in  the 
ranks  of  Colonel  Dnpin's  gallant  band,  called  the  contra  guerilla  7  He  tells  of  the  defects 
in  the  present  government ;  he  shows  us  the  errors,  neglects,  hesitations,  and  precipitations 
that  have  ruined  it  He  knows  more  about  it  than  all  those  who  went  to  Mexico  only  to 
lolicit  eraata,  or  obtaiif  favors.  The  writer,  who  has  lived  everywhere,  leading  a  rugged 
life  with  his  heroic  companions,  mostly  in  the  open  air,  marching  from  village  to  viUage 
A^ter  Juarista,  and  finding  out  what  they  were  good  for,  after  enumerating  government 
niitakes,  condudes  by  telling  what  might  have  been  done,  and  what  could  yet  be  done. 
Hot  a  word  of  discouragement  falls  from  his  pen !  The  empire  can  live  by  contracting  its 
Hmite.  Why  should  it  seek  to  govern  where  even  the  vaunted  republics  did  not  rule  7  It 
can  live  by  giving  a  place  in  the  sunshine  to  the  noble  race  of  oppressed  Indians;  by 
OQstiog  the  bandits  from  their  hiding-places,  those  lawless  disciples  of  Juarez  or  of  Santa 
'Anna;  and  by  suppressing  the  shameless  representatives  of  an  immoral  clergy,  who  encou- 
nn  anarchy  so  as  to  make  their  fortunes  and  ruin  the  country  ! 

But  what  does  all  that  prove  7  It  shows  the  Mexican  emoire  would  live  with  plenty  of 
Aooey,  a  large  anny,  and  a  firm  policy,  if  it  gave  up  one-third  of  the  provinces  left  to  it  by 
tbe  republic  And  who  denies  that  7  Perhaps  **  those  who  went  to  Mexico  to  solicit  grants 
or  obtain  fiavors." 

Bat  where  are  those  concealed  whom  the  Patrie  seems  to  be  acquidnted  with  7  Mr. 
I^^oUe  does  not  mention  those  famous  claimants,  the  cause  of  the  expedition,  whose  elaifkis 
Inve  been  greatly  reduced,  and  are  not  yet  paid.  Will  he  mention  those  enconragers  of  the 
I^  who  pocketed  large  commissions,  and  whom  he  took  under  his  disinterested  protec- 
tion? Will  he  mention  all  those  who  obtained  favors  without  going  to  Mexico  7  Why 
^oma'i  he  speak  openly  7 

As  to  ourselves,  we  went  to  Mixico,  but  not  to  solicit  grants  or  obtain  favors ;  and  we 
*fne  with  Keratrv,  except  in  one  particular.  We  think  with  him  that  Mexico  is  an  admi- 
nbte  eomtry,  and  that  an  empire  might  be  established  there ;  all  that  is  wanting  to  this 
one  is,  money  and  indepoidence !  It  does  not  lack  the  good  will,  nor  the  intelligence,  nor 
^  firmness.  Money  it  never  had,  and  it  can  do  little  wiui  the  thirty-four  millions  obtained 
uroo  the  two  kMns.  It  needs  five  hundred  millions,  and  that  was  the  sum  we  suggested 
Kfbreitwastoolate. 

Independence !  How  could  it  be  independent  with  an  army  over  which  it  had  no  com- 
■»nd  7    We  proposed  to  give  it  an  army. 

Though  Keratry*s  writings  show  Mexico  to  be  a  good  country,  deserving  an  empire,  they 
^not  prove  that  the  present  empire  can  live  unsupported  by  France,  nor  do  they  prove 
M«t »  succession  is  open  and  is  to  be  settled. 

One  word  more.  The  Patrie  is  astonished  at  our  acrimony  in  blaming  its  mode  of  debate. 
Well  may  it  be  astonished,  for  its  article  to<lay  confirms  us  m  uur  estimation  of  its  severity, 
^  we  persist  in  saying  editors  ought  not  to  accctse  each  other  of  dishonesty  and  want  of 
Patriotism  when  there  is  no  occasion  for  it 

BMding  DrtoUe's  articles  suggested  the  above  moral  observations. 

CLEMENT  I>UVERNOI^[^ 
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No.  10. 

THE  MEXICAN  LOAN— OCTOBER  COUPONS. 

"  On  the  5th  of  August,  1866,  the  Moniteur  published  a  Mexican  correspondence,  endinjr 
with  these  lines : 

'*  The  convoy  of  the  specie  train  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  pay  the  dividends  of 
the  foreign  debt,  left  Mexico  on  the  22d  of  June,  and  will  be  sent  to  Europe  on  the  English 
packet  which  is  to  start  on  the  Ist  of  July  from  Vera  Cruz  for  Southampton.** 

The  specie  was  then  on  the  way,  and  the  payment  of  the  coupons  was  sure. 

We  find  the  following  notice  in  the  Moniteur  of  this  morning : 

'*  Mexican  finance  committee  in  Paris, 

'*  The  president  of  the  Mexican  finance  committee  in  Paris  informs  the  holders  of  Mexican 
bonds  and  obligations  that  as  no  funds  for  the  arrears  and  coupons  of  the  1st  October  hare 
been  sent  by  the  Mexican  government,  the  payment  is  necessarily  postponed.  The  president 
of  the  committee  at  the  same  time  reminds  the  holders  of  Mexican  obligations  that  a  capital 
of  thirty-four  millions,  according  to  contract,  is  deposited  in  the  bank  of  deposits  and  con- 
signments,  at  three  per  cent.,  to  reimburse  their  expenditures. 

**  Paris,  September  18,  1866." 

What  does  that  mean  ?  How  is  it  that  the  Mexican  committee  does  not  mention  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  government,  as  announced  by  the  Patrie,  for  the  conaolation  of  its 
bondholders  7 

CLEMENT  DUVERN018. 


No.  11. 

[From  the  Patrie,  September  23.] 

Whv  is  the  cabinet  of  the  Tuileries  morallv  responsible  to  the  ho4derB  of  Mexican  stock  t 
We  will  say  why:  1.  The  legislative  body  heard  one  of  its  members,  M.  Corta,  who  was 
charged  with  an  official  mission  to  Mexico,  uid  who,  at  the  sitting  of  the  IQth  of  April,  ]866» 
drew  the  most  reassuring  picture  of  the  financial  situation  ana  the  resources  of  the  new 
empire.  2.  M.  Rouher,  minister  of  state,  while  disclaiming  in  most  explicit  language— we 
readily  admit  it — any  special  guarantee  on  the  part  of  the  government,  declared  at  the  same 
time  that  incontestable  guarantees  were  attached  to  the  loan  then  projected,  and  that  France 
would  not  recall  her  troops  from  Mexico  until  she  had  accomplished  her  work  and  assured 
the  complete  pacification  of  the  C4)untry.  3.  Count  de  Germiny,  senator,  honorary  governor 
of  the  Bank  of  France,  was  named  president  of  the  committee  of  Mexican  finance,  sitting  at 
Paris.  4.  When  the  loan  was  decided  on,  the  minister  of  finance  authorized  the  compioir 
d'escompte  to  employ  the  agency  of  the  receivers  general  for  the  distribution  of  the  scrip  in 
all  the  departments  of  France.  Such  are  the  facts,  and  we  could  mention  others  no  less 
significant;  for  example,  the  sending  to  Mexico  a  counsellor  of  state,  M.  Lauglais,  charged 
to  reorganize  the  finances  of  that  country,  Such,  we  repeat,  are  the  facts  which  preceded, 
accompanied,  and  followed  the  issue  of  the  Mexican  loans.  Those  facts  and  those  measures 
evidently  influenced  the  public  confidence  and  induced  the  subscribers  to  part  with  their 
money.  Why  should  we  not  add  that  the  French  treasury  has  received  the  greatest  portion 
of  the  funds  arising  from  the  loans,  to  cover  itself  for  funds  which  Mexico  owed  to  France 
on  various  accounts  ?  Since,  from  motives  which  we  have  not  now  to  analvsse,  the  govern- 
ment has  been  induced  to  renounce  a  policy  at  first  adopted  by  it,  and  which  waa  the  deter- 
minate cause  of  the  success  of  the  loans,  the  fact  none  the  less  remains  that  the  deckuatioas 
which  it  made,  and  the  dispositions  which  it  took,  remain  for  the  holders  of  Mexican  stock. 
Those  do  not  come  and  say  to  the  French  government  at  the  moment  when  Mexico^firom 
causes  beyond  her  control,  we  are  prepared  to  admit — fails  in  her  engagements  :  **  We  are 
your  creditors — we  have  your  guarantee."  In  effect  it  is  not  so.  But  it  muat  be  allowed  that 
the  holders  of  Mexican  securities  will  hardly  forget  that  if  the  French  government  is  not 
bound  to  them  by  a  material  guarantee,  it  is  so  by  its  moral  acts. 


No.  12. 


[Paris  (September  23)  correspondence  of  the  London  Daily  News.] 

The  latest  device  invented  by  the  advocates  of  the  Mexican  bondholders  for  redeeming  the 
'  moral  guarantee  '*  of  the  French  government  without  charge  to  the  French  budget— a  task 
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about  as  practical  as  the  search  for  the  philosopher's  stone — ^is  the  following^ :  A  hill  is  to  be 
presentea  to  the  Corps  Legislatif  authorizing  tne  government  to  advance  funds  for  payment 
of  interest  of  the  debt,  (as  was  done  in  the  case  of  Greece,)  the  produce. of  the  Slexiian 
costoms,  secured  b^  the  convention  of  July,  being  assigned  as  security ;  and  the  collection 
of  these  customs  being  admitted  to  be  uncertain,  Sie  34,000,000  impounded  to  accumulate  at 
compound  interest  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  capital  of  the  Mexican  debt  in  fifty  years 
would  be  "such  an  ample  collateral  guarantee  as  to  cover  Uae  French  treasury  agidnst  all 
risk  of  not  being  repaid  its  advances."  It  is  obvious  that  the  scheme  is  mere  thimble-rigging. 
Whatever  payments  might  be  made  to  the  bondholders  under  it  would  be  taken  out  of  their 
own  money.  No  contract  with  the  public  was  ever  more  positive  than  that  these  34,000,000 
should  remain  a  sacred  fund,  untouched,  to  secure,  in  the  very  worst  case,  the  repayment  of 
the  principal  of  the  loan  in  fifty  years.  To  touch  that  fund  now  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing jumbling  abotit  the  non-payment  of  dividends  would  be  confiscation.  Besides,  the 
Moniteur  insisted  only  two  days  ago,  by  way  of  consolation  for  the  announced  suspension 
of  dividend,  that  this  fund  insured  the  safety  of  the  capitaL  I  cannot  think  any  minister 
would  have  the  face  to  present  such  a  monstrous  measure  as  the  one  suggested  to  the  Corps 
Lefrislatif,  after  M.  Bouher's  explicit  declaration,  made  to  stop  the  mouths  of  the  opposition 
deputies  who  objected  to  the  encourac^ement  given  by  the  executive  to  the  Mexican  loan,  that 
France  would  never  in  any  way  be  either  directly  or  indirectly  liable.  Remembering  this, 
it  b  impossible  to  agree  with  the  Patrie  when  it  says  to-day  that,  though  the  bondholders 
have  no  lejral  claim  on  France,  they  have  an  **  equity."  Not  so ;  equity  is  all  the  other  way, 
and  should  be  steadily  appealed  to  to  protect  the  tax-payer.  Nothing  can  be  more '  *  immoral " 
than  the  pretended  ^*  moral "  guarantee. 


No.  13. 


THE  MEXICAN  LOAN. 

The  undersigned,  Jos6  Hidalgo,  envoy  extraordtnarv  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his 
Biyesty  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  and  Count  Carlos  de  Germiny,  senator,  appointed  by  his 
mijesty  the  emperor  Maximilian  president  of  the  treasury  commission  of  Mexico  in  Paris,  by 
a  decree  of  the  lOth  of  April,  18&— 

Having  examined  the  powers  conferred  the  26th  November,  1864,  by  his  majesty  the 
emperor  Maximilian,  to  Messrs.  Corta,  deputy  in  the  Corps  Legislatif ;  Barron,  proprietor  in 
Mexico ;  Bonrdillon,  a  lawyer  residing  in  Mexico ;  de  Germiny,  a  senator,  to  contract  a  loan 
b  Europe,  their  powers  being  countersigned  by  Don  Joaquin  Velazquez  de  Leon,  his  ma- 
jesty^s  minister  of  state — 

We  have  decided  and  do  decide  as  follows : 

Aeticle  J.  There  shall  be  inscribed  in  the  great  book  of  the  foreign  debt  of  Mexico  a  first 
s^ies  of  500,000  obligations,  of  500  francs  each,  yielding  an  annual  interest  of  30  francs, 
payable  on  the  1st  of  April  and  Ist  of  October  of  each  year,  making  a  nominal  capital  of  ^0 
DulHons  of  francs.  The  emission  of  these  titles  shall  be  at  the  price  of  340  francs  for  the  first 
ioterest  coupon  which  (alls  due  the  1st  of  October,  1865. 

The  rest  shall  be  issued  as  follows : 

Fraud. 

On  subscribing  60  francs  per  obligation 60 

From  the  5th  to  the  15th  June,  1865 80 

From  the  5th  to  the  15th  August,  1865 *. 50 

From  the  5th  to  the  15th  October,  1865 50 

From  the  5th  to  the  15th  December,  1865 50 

From  the  5th  to  the  15th  February,  1866 50 

Total 340 

The  coupon  of  15  francs  which  falls  due  on  the  1st  of  October  shall  be  received  in  deduc- 
tion from  the  entire  fourth. 

The  holders  shall  have  the  privilege  of  discounting  all  the  terms  not  due,  at  the  rate  of  six 
^  cent,  profit  per  annum. 

SuhtcriDers  not  paying  their  instalments  when  due  shall  be  charged  an  interest  of  ten  per 
c«Bt.  per  annum  for  delay. 

Abt.  2,  The  liquidation  shall  be  effected  every  six  months  by  lot  The  drawing  shall  be 
made  by  the  treasury  commission  of  Mexico  in  Parin,  on  the  2d  of  January  and  2d  of  July 
of  eaeh  year,  so  that  the  reimbursements  may  be  made,  within  three  months  at  most,  to  those 
harini^  a  riffht  to  them. 

The  first  drawing  shall  take  place  on  the  2d  of  July,  1865.  In  each  half-yearlv  drawing 
c^^ obligation  drawn  shall  be  paid  in  the  sum  of  500,000  francs;  every  two  obligations, 
1W,000  francs ;  every  four  obligations,  50,000  francs  ;  every  sixty  obligations,  10,000  firancs ; 
a  certain  number,  the  sum  of  which  shall  be  determined  in  the  annexed  table,  500  francs. 
In  this  maimer  the  loan  will  be  paid  in  fifty  years.  n        h  h  i 
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Art.  3.  The  Mexican  goverament  shall  appropriate  fift^  annnitiei  of  the  yalue  of 
18,756,340,  to  paj  the  interest  on  this  debt  and  to  extinguish  it. 

Art.  4.  There  shall  also  be  granted  to  subscribers  to  the  loan  a  premium  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  capital  first  paid  up,  to  be  paid  in  fifty  years. 

For  this  purpose  the  Mexican  government  binds  itself  immediately  to  set  aside  a  sum  of 
seventeen  millions  of  francs  in  the  French  three  per  cents. 

,  These  funds  shall  be  deposited  in  the  French  bank  of  deposits  and  consignments,  and  the 
interest  shall  be  added  every  three  months,  as  a  duty  of  the  establishment 

In  case  these  funds  at  thie  end  of  fifty  years  do  not  represent  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the 
premium  of  340  francs  to  whom  it  is  due,  owing  to  the  fall  of  French  rentes,  the  Mexican  gov- 
emment  binds  itself  to  make  up  the  difference ;  and  if  there  is  an  excess  it  shall  belong  to 
the  Mexican  government. 

Art.  5.  The  present  decision  is  made  in  duplicate,  one  to  be  deposited  in  the  archives  of 
the  treasury  commission  of  Mexico  in  Paris,  the  other  to  be  sent  to  his  majesty  the  emperor 
Maximilian. 

Done  in  Paris,  April  14,  1865. 

JOSfi  HIDALGO. 

CONDE  CH.  DE  GERMINT. 


No.  14. 
[From  the  London  News,  August  10.] 

AN  EXGUSH  OFFICIAL  STATEMENT  OP  MAXIMILIAN'S  FINANCES. 

The  sudden  arrival  of  the  empress  of  Mexico  heightens  the  interest  which  so  many  Eng- 
lishmen have  reason  to  take  in  the  affairs  of  that  country.  It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  the 
emperor  Maximilian  would  not  have  permitted  the  partner  of  his  throne  to  make  a  sudden 
voyage  to  Europe  in  the  ordinary  French  mail  steamer  unless  the  business  on  which  she 
came  was  extremely  urgent.  The  empress  Charlotte  is  no  merely  ornamental  appendage  of 
a  court ;  she  is  a  woman«of  courage  and  dignity,  of  capacious  understanding  ana  nractical 
aptitude,  formed  in  all  respects  to  figure  with  distinction  in  the  great  world.  She  nas  had 
a  full  share  of  the  responsioilities  as  well  as  the  perils  attending  her  husband's  remarkable 
adventure  in  the  New  World ;  and  now  that  that  enterprise  has  reached  its  crisis,  the  public 
will  not  be  far  wrong  in  supposing  that  the  emperor  Maximilian,  tired  of  the  periphrasis  of 
diplomacy,  has  permitted  his  other  self  to  visit  the  distant  source  and  centre  ofhis  power  to 
learn  at  first  hand  what  further  aid  he  was  to  expect  from  the  creator  of  his  throne  and 
empire.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  was  the  wisest  step  he  could  take ;  if  the  truth  is 
to  be  got  at,  the  empress  will  find  it  The  Emperor  of  the  French,  however,  may  justly  com- 
plain, if  he  will,  for  it  is  rather  sharp  practice  to  introduce  feminine  nalvetS  and  persisteooe 
into  an  affair  so  mysterious  and  sacred  as  diplomacy  without  a  moment's  warning.  The 
empress  left  Mexico  before  the  great  events  woich  have  recently  taken  place  in  Germany 
co^ld  be  known  there.  Unless  the  emperor  Maximilian  had  better  infurmation  than  was 
accessible  to  the  European  public  two  months  ago,  he  must  have  been  expecting  when  be 
parted  with  the  empress  to  hear  soon  that  Marshal  Benedek  had  chastised  Prussian  inso- 
lence in  the  neighborhood  of  Berlin.  The  empress  would  probably  receive  intelligence  of  the 
battle  of  iSadowa,  though  scarcely  of  its  vast  political  consequences,  on  her  way  to  Europe. 
She  finds  the  Emperor  Napoleon  preoccupied  with  affairs  compared  with  which  the  Mexican 
enterprise  was  a  holiday  diversion.  No  one  in  France  now  thinks  of  the  laurels  which 
Marsnals  Forey  and  Bazaine  have  gathered  in  the  New  World,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  Ae 
empress  will  not  be  able  to  dazzle  Napoleon  with  prospects  that  will  withdraw  him  from  the 
cares  that  now  crowd  upon  him  in  Europe.  The  empress  of  Mexico  is  a  sensible  woman,  and 
will  take  in  the  situation  at  a  glance.  She  will  be  able  to  judge  for  herself  what  are  the 
chances  of  her  husband  receiving  succor  firom  Europe.  The  French  army  and  the  French  treas- 
ury have  been  the  reserve  on  which  the  emperor  of  Mexico  has  freelv  drawn  for  these  two  years. 
The  empress  will  perceive  that  this  is  a  crisis  in  which  the  imperial  banker  at  Paris  must  in 
justice  to  himself  draw  together  all  his  resources,  dose  outstanding  transactiona,  taking 
from  his  debtors  whatever  they  are  able  to  pav,  but  on  no  aooount  parting  with  more.  If  the 
Mexican  empire  can  stand  when  the  French  troops  have  been  recall^,  and  supplies  of 
French  money  have  ceased  to  flow,  well ;  if  not,  the  empress  will  hardly  find  it  worth 
while  to  make  another  voyaee  acrosH  the  Atlantic 

The  political,  military,  and  fiuancial  condition  of  Mexico  has  been  sketched  with  a  mas- 
terly hand  by  the  present  French  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  more  than  one  despatch  since 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the  facts  constitute  a  full  justification  of  the  resolution  an- 
nounced by  the  French  government  to  withdraw  from  its  intervention  in  Mexioo.  But  there 
are  certain  results  of  that  intervention  which  will  remain  after  the  final  settlement  of  accounts 
between  the  two  emperors,  and  which  greatly  concern  the  British  creditor.    At  the  beginning 
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of  the  year  Mr.  Mlddleton,  secretary  of  the  British  Icj^ation  in  Mexico,  sent  home  an  approx- 
imate estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  revenne  and  expenditure  of  the  Mexican  empire  xo  be 
calcalated  on  fot  the  year  1866.    We  reprint  it : 

*  Revenue, 

Maritime  custom-houses $12,500,000 

Internal  custom-houses 5,2(K),  000 

Direct  taxes  upon  property  in  town  and  country 1,200,000 

Direct  taxes  upon  commercial  and  industrial  establishments 250, 000 

Mining  duties 650,000 

Stamped  paper,  post  office  and  other  miscellaneous  taxes 1,000,000 

Total 20,800,000 

Expenditure, 

Imperial  house fl. 740, 000 

Ministry  of  the  imperial  house 30,000 

Ministry  of  state 340,000 

Ministry  of  foreign  affairs 290, 000 

Ministry  of  the  interior 3,700,000 

Ministry  of  justice 900,000 

Ministry  of  public  instruction 438,000 

Ministry  of  war :....  12,970,000 

Ministiy  of  public  works 1,626,000 

Ministry  of  finance 3,400,000 

Total 25,434,000 


Mr.  Middleton  suggests  that  the  customs  revenue  may  produce  a  million  dollars  more  than 
the  amount  stated  above ;  but  when  he  expressed  that  opinion  he  did  not  know  that  the 
French  occupation,  which  had  given  such  an  impulse  to  consumption  and  importation,  was 
•boat  to  cease.  On  the  other  hand,  he  points  out  that  the  cost  of  tne  French  contingent  is  not 
included  in  the  estimate.  He  observes,  moreover,  that  **  owing  to  the  little  progress  being 
made  in  the  pacification  of  the  country,"  the  amount  set  down  for  military  expenditure  wiU 
not  prove  sumdent.  The  charges  of  the  public  debt  remain  to  be  added.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Public  debt. 

Interest  aod  sinking  fund  on  British  convention $750, 000 

Intnest  and  sinking  fund  on  Padre  Moran  convention J50, 000 

Interest  and  sinking  fund  on  Spanish  convention 450, 000 

Interest  and  sinking  fund  on  the  internal  debt 1,200,000 

The  government  estimate  of  interest  payable  on  the  Mexican  stocks 
in  London,  including  the  deferred  Donds,  and  on  the  amounts  of 

the  Miramar  and  Paris  loans,  is  calculated  at 10,280,000 

$12,830,000 

Unpaid  balances  on  Laguna,  Seca,  and  Guadalajara  conductas,  estimated  at. .  150,  OUO 

Soodry  recognized  claims 265,000 

Subvention  to  Vera  Cruz  railway 1,350,000 

Total 14,595,000 

The  general  result  is  thus  stated  by  Middleton : 

Total  revenue 20,800,OCO 

Imperial  house  and  the  different  departments  of  state $25,434,000 

Imerest  on  public  debt 14,595,000 

40,029,000 

Total  defidt 19,229,000 

Hoe,  then,  we  find  the  Mexican  government,  in  the  third  year  of  the  French  expedition, 
with  an  annual  deficit  nearly  equid  in  amount  to  the  gross  revenue.  But  this  is  not  all. 
Smee  Mr.  Middleton  wrote,  the  French  government  has  come  to  an  agreement  with  that  of 
the  empoor  MaximiUan,  under  which  the  debt  owing  to  France  for  the  expenses  incurred  in 
•etting  up  the  emperor  Maximilian^s  throne  is  taken  at  ten  millions  sterling,  upon  which  sum 
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interest  is  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent.  So,  then,  it  comes  to  this,  that  the  Fren^b 
intenrention,  which  was  to  haTe  reff^nerated  Mexico,  but  which,  in  fact,  has  merely  inteiasi- 
fied  all  the  evils  previouslj  existing  there,  has  saddled  Mexico  with  an  additional  annual  bur- 
den of  two  and  a  half  millions  sterling— a  souvenir  of  the  French  occupation  which  the  Mexi- 
cans will  doubtless  be  careful  to  preserve.  • 


No.  15. 
[Correspondence  of  the  London  llmex.] 

THE  HEXICAK  LOAN.— HOW  THE  FRENCH  FUNDS  HAVE  BEEN  EMPLOYED. 

Paris,  Saturday,  August  25,  1866. 

The  holders  of  Mexican  debentures  are  beginning  to  make  some  stir ;  they  consider  that 
the  French  government,  who  set  them  the  example  of  confidence,  and  thus  encouraged  them 
to  lend  their  money,  is  morally  bound  to  bear  them  unharmed.  Of  the  encouragement  given 
by  the  government  there  is  no  doubt ;  and  the  consciousness  that  they  mav  have  to  ni^e 
good  the  unavoidable  shortcomings  of  Mexico  may  be  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  is  unable  to  give  furtiier  financial  assistance  to  that  country.  The  grounds  on  which 
the  creditors  found  their  claims  are  obvious. 

In  April.  IH64,  the  Archduke  Maximilian  took  possession  of  the  throne ;  and  his  first,  or 
one  of  his  first  acts  of  sovereignty  was  to  authorize  a  loan  purporting  to  yield  a  revenue  of 
near  ten  per  cent.  It  whs  issued  in  Paris  and  in  London ;  and  the  French  government, 
with  a  view  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  solidity  of  its  own  work,  took  the  new  stock  to  the 
amount  of  54,00(^,000  francs  on  account  of  its  own  claims  on  Mexico.  In 'spite  of  this  higb 
patronage  the  loan  did  not  succeed.  In  his  report  of  1865  the  director  of  the  credit  mobilu^r 
said :  **■  We  have  shrunk  from  no  sacrifice  to  oetter  the  condition  of  our  clients,  but  we  re- 
gret to  say  that  our  efforts  have  brought  us  nothing  but  serious  loss.'*  Only  a  portion  of 
ihe  loan  was  realized,  and  the  French  treasury  had,  as  security  for  its  advances,  stock  com- 
pletely unproductive. 

Twelve  months  later  the  necessities  of  the  Mexican  government  grew  so  pressing  that  in- 
dispensable military  operations  could  not  be  continued  vigorously.  The  emperor  Max- 
imilian was  unable  to  raise  money,  and  he  naturally  looked  to  France  for  help.  The  Freneh 
government  had  only  one  of  three  things  to  do:  to  renounce  the  enterprise  of  foundii^  a 
government  in  Mexico  and  recall  its  troops,  to  pledge  the  credit  of  France  for  the  advantage 
of  Mexico,  or  to  give  publicly  such  encouragement  to  a  new  loan  as  to  insure  its  success. 
It  chose  the  last  as  the  least  difficult  and  the  least  onerous.  The  illusions  of  the  govern- 
ment were  not  dissipated,  and  whatever  the  majority  of  the  legislative  body  may  have 
thought  individually,  they  seemed  by  their  vote  to  partake  them,  and  scouted  the  objec- 
tions of  the  few  who  were  well  informed  of  the  condition  of  Mexico  as  part  of  the  systemadc 
opposition.  The  condition  of  the  loan,  together  with  the  lotteries,  corresponded  to  an  in- 
terest of  12  per  cent.  A  week  or  ten  days  before  the  subscription  opened  a  debate  took 
place  on  Mexican  affairs  in  the  legislative  body.  A  member  of  the  house,  M.  Corta,  who 
bad  been  some  time  before  sent  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  exact  information, 
completed  his  mission  and  returned.  He  was  present  in  the  house  when  the  debate  began, 
and  he  was  requested  to  give  his  opinion.  He  did  so.  Nothing  could  be  more  reassuring 
than  his  account  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  of  the  future  reserved  for  it  under  the 
new  monarchical  regime.  The  opposition,  not  convinced  by  this  flattering  description,  ex- 
pressed their  doubts  of  its  accuracy,  but  the  minister  of  state,  M.  Kouhcr,  finished  with  a 
few  vigorous  touches  the  sketch  which  M.  Corta  had  drawn.  The  minister's  speech  was, 
like  all  his  speeches,  copious,  earnest,  and  eloquent.  He  pictured  the  crowds  of  immigraots 
who  were  about  to  pour  into  Mexico,  the  numerous  banks  that  were  to  be  founded,  the  com- 
mercial and  navigation  companies  that  were  only  waiting  to  be  formed,  the  great  manu- 
factories that  were  to  be  opened,  the  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  of  iron  and  of  coal,  that  were 
to  be  worked  ;  *'  and  as  for  the  finances  of  Mexico,"  he  said,  "  has  not  the  information  just 
given  us  by  M.  Corta  satisfied  the  chamber  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt  as  to  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  ?  Have  no  fear,  gentlemen  ;  the  able  administration  of  the  emperor 
Maximilian  will  restore  and  secure  real  prosperity  to  the  finances  of  the  empire,  and  give 
undoubted  guarantees  to  those  who  lend  him  their  money."  The  mmority  of  the  chamber 
applauded.  It  is  right  to  observe  that  the  minister  of  state  added :  *'  There  is  here  no  ques- 
tion of  tbe  responsibility  of  the  French  government.  France  gives  no  guarantee,  direct  or 
indirect,  in  the  matter  of  the  Mexican  loan."  The  minister  could  not  have  said  less.  Had 
he  uttered  only  one  word  implying  a  positive  guarantee  of  the  French  treasury,  the  de- 
bentures would  have  risen  at  one  bound  from  340  to  1,000  francs.  The  government  desired 
and  expected  the  success  of  the  loan  without  the  direct  intervention  of  the  treasunr.  A 
member  of  the  opposition,  M.  Picard,  objected :  **The  subscribers  have  already  lost  ^  per 
cent,  on  the  first  loan,  and  you  speak  now  of  a  second ;"  to  which  the  mister  replied : 

*'  You  are  thinking  of  the  loan  about  to  be  made,  and  certunly  if  the  holders  who  wiU 
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lead  jonr  speech  have  confidence  in  yonr  assertions,  they  will  he  slow  to  give  their  money. 
This  mistrust,  this  distrust,  the  criticism  expressed  hy  an  irresponsible  person,  which  spread 
disquiet  and  alarm  in  the  country,  will  be  powerless  and  vain.  Your  words  will  not  be  lis- 
tened to,  and  they  who  do  not  listen  to  them  are  perfectly  right." 

These  words  were  again  applauded  vociferously. 

The  second  loan  was  issued  by  the  comptoir  d*escompte,  and  the  comptoir  d^escompte  is 
debarred  by  its  statutes  from  opening  subscriptions  of  the  kind  without  the  special  autnoriz- 
ition  of  the  minister  of  finance.  The  receivers  general  throughout  France  were  authorized 
by  the  minister,  whose  immediate  subordinates  they  are,  to  receive  subscriptions.  The  Mex- 
ican finance  commission,  under  the  presidency  of  M.  de  Germinv,  senator,  formerly  minister 
of  finance,  and  formerly  governor  of  the  Bank  of  France,  tooK  charge,  at  the  instance  of 
the  government,  of  the  funds  collected  and  of  the  payment  of  the  interest.  A  member  of 
the  council  of  state,  M.  Lan^lais,  was  sent  by  the  government  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of 
mtibducing  order  in  the  Mexican  finances  During  the  time  the  subscriptions  were  coming 
in,  tbe  confidence  of  the  public  was  constantly  kept  up  by  the  favorable  accounts  the  Moni- 
tenr  published  every  fortnight  of  the  state  of  afiairs  in  Mexico ;  and  these  accounts  were 
regularly  reproduceid  in  the  French  papers. 

The  French  treasury  held,  on  account  of  its  own  claims,  54,000,000  francs  in  paper  of  the 
first  loan ;  and  it  became  neceasary,  with  a  view  to  reduce  the  floating  debt,  to  realize  that 
nun.  The  operation  was  not  easy.  Mexican  credit  was  so  low  that  the  stock  of  the  first 
issue,  yielding  more  than  12  per  cent  at  that  period,  was  not  salable.  The  conversion  of 
that  stock,  or  rentes,  into  debentures,  nr  obligations,  with  premiums  and  lotteries,  was  efifected, 
ud  tbe  minister  of  finance  transferred  his  unproductive  rentes  into  obligations.  In  his  report 
to  die  Emperor,  on  the  20th  of  December  last,  he  stated  that  he  had  utilized,  **  not  without 
loss,  the  stock  of  which  he  had  been  the  holder.'*  The  minister  evidently  thought  that  the 
new  Mexican  obligations  which  were  thus  thrown  on  the  market  were  a  safe  investment. 

From  a  statement  published  by  M.  Cochut  it  seems  that  the  mode  in  which  the  funds  raised 
for  Mexico  have  been  employed  is  as  follows :  • 

•♦The  French  government,  in  the  first  loan  of  1864,  received  6,(500,000  francs  of  rente  in 
piyment  of  expenses  incurred  and  to  meet  private  claims. 

Franci. 
"Of  the  portion  offered  to  the  public  in  Paris  and  London,  only  10,162,000 

friDcs,  of  6  per  cent,  rente,  were  negotiated,  and  produced ^  102,000,000 

"Tbe  second  loan,  that  of  1865,  by  the  issue  of  500,000  bonds,  at  540  francs, 

produced 170,000,000 

**Total 272,000,000 

'  The  commiasions,  expenses,  ^^c,  amounted  to 26,000,000 

"The  two  loans,  therefore,  produced  only 246,000,000 

"  From  the  net  amount  several  sums  were  retained  for  diflTerent  objects — for  the  reoonsti- 
tution  of  the  capital  at  the  end  of  fifty  years,  for  interest  reserves,  premiums,  and  lotteries, 
<Hridcnd  due  to  Europe — forming  a  total  sum  of  212,000,000  francs,  so  that  Mexico  received 
only  34,000,000  francs  of  her  loan.  There  remains  at  present  in  the  French  treasury  114,000 
fnncs  Mexican  bonds  not  realized,  47,000  francs  held  in  reserve  for  indemnities  to  be  paid  to 
Frendi  subjects,  and  about  8:^,000  francs,  representing  the  portion  of  the  first  loan  uncon- 
verted, and  which  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Mexican  commission.  The  number  of  bonds 
beld  by  the  public  is,  therefore,  about 756, 000  francs,  distributed  over  300,000  families.  Those 
people  it  is  who  have  alone  provided  the  necessities  of  the  French  army,  and  who  even  aided 
in  reimbursing  certain  English  creditors." 

Tbe  creditors,  then,  look  to  the  French  government,  whom  they  consider  to  have  morally 
imtranteeJ  the  Mexican  loan  by  the  quasi  ofBcial  character  given  to  the  subscription,  for 
relied 


No.  16. 
[From  the  Messager  Franco- Am^ricain,  New  York,  September  29,  1866.] 

The  Paris  papers  that  copy  the  above  document  from  the  Moniteur  add  the  following  in- 
^errt^g  remancs :  • 

Tbe  Liberty  asks  what  are  the  resources  of  Mexico  to  carry  on  the  government,  and  says : 

'*  According  to  documents  furnished  by  the  Gonstitutionnel  a  few  weeks  ago,  the  budget 
^  receipts  was  fixed  as  follows : 

"Custom-houses  of  the  Gulf,  38  millions;  of  the  Pacific,  15  millions;  other  sources,  42 
millioos ;  making  a  total  of  95  millions. 

"Mexico  had  already  appropriated  75  per  cent  of  the  Pacific  revenues^  and  now^ves  25 
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per  cent.;  therefore  15  millions  must  be  deducted  from  the  bndget.  In  the  second  plarc 
Mexico  having  griven  np  49  per  cent,  of  the  customs  revenues  to  extinguish  the  Engliso  sod 
Spanish  debt,  and  now  giving  50  per  cent,  of  the  same  revenues,  there  remains  but  one  per 
cent,  on  the  Gulf  custom-houses.    The  budget  will  then  remain  thus : 

"Gulf  customs,  one  per  cent 380,000 

**  Pacific  customs 

"Other  revenues 42,000,000 

"Total 42,380,OUO 

"Thus  42  millions  is  all  the  Mexican  empire  has  to  pay  the  internal  debt  with,  to  keep  op 
the  army,  to  endow  public  services  and  to  pay  the  civil  list 

"  Where  are  these  42  millions  except  upon  paper  ?  We  cannot  tell ;  we  think  them  i)id- 
blematical.  Everybody  will  agree  with  us,  then,  in  saying  the  Mexican  empire  cannot  Usi, 
and  that  the  convention  of  July  is  equivalent  to  abdication. 

"On  the  other  hand,  what  are  the  custom-house  revenues  now  worth?  As  much  as 38 
millions  in  the  Gulf  7  Perhaps  so,  if  Tampico  and  Matamoras — two  ports  out  of  the  three— 
were  not  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

"And  what  will  Maximilian*s  assignment  be  good  for  after  the  fall  of  the  empire  and  tbe 
evacuation  of  Mexico  by  our  troops  7" 

The  Avenir  National  is  alarmed  to  see  the  French  flag  engaged  for  an  indefinite  time  in 
Mexico.     It  says : 

"  Who  does  not  see  that  if  the  French  remain  in  Mexico  to  secure  the  payment  of  interest 
and  the  extinguishment  of  the  Mexican.debt,  they  cannot  quit  when  they  please  7  It  is  not 
possible  to  preserve  freedom  o(  action,  and  measure  the  exercise  of  rights  by  the  exigeociea 
of  its  policy,  curbed  by  the  convention  of  the  30th  of  Julv,  which  is  nothing  less  than  tbe 
continuation  of  that  great  error  called  the  Mexican  expedition.  Now  France  would  like 
to  quit,  for  fear  of  danger  in  that  direction ;  and  we  think  she  would  prefer  to  have,  instes'i 
of  the  convention  of  the  30th  July,  some  arrangement  to  incur  a  present  sacrifice,  to  ssre 
greater  ones  in  future." 


Senor  Romero  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Lbgation  in  thk  United  States  of  America, 

Washwgton,  October  5,  1066. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  communicate  to  jou,  for  the  information 
of  the  eovemment  of  the  United  States,  the  copy  of  a  communication  which  I 
received  to-day  from  Greneral  Regulee,  chief  of  the  army  of  the  centre  of  the 
Mexican  repnblic,  dated  in  Zitacnaro  the  9th  of  Aognst  last,  reporting  his  moTe- 
ments  np  to  that  date,  and  the  condact  of  the  French  forces  in  the  State  of 
Michoacan.     I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  my  answer  to-day  to  Q«neral  Regnles. 

I  profit  by  this  occasion  to'  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  l^.,  ^r.,  8fc. 


No.  1. 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC,   ARMY  OP  THE  CENTRE— OBffERAL-IN-CHIBF. 

In  a  priyate  despatch  which  I  sent  you  on  the  30th  ultimo  from  the  Tiripitio  hacienda,  I  hs^ 
the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  enemy's  movement  upon  me,  forcing  me  to  evacuate  Zita- 
cnaro, his  occupation  and  retirement,  and  my  return  on  the  Jst  instant  I  remained  here  till 
the  7th,  when  I  determined  to  make  a  movement  upon  Anganffuco,  garrisoned  by  only  fbmr 
hundred  traitors,  but  had  to  give  up  the  idea  because  I  heiurd  uiat  eight  hundred  French,  on 
their  way  from  Queretaro  to  Toluca  by  Morelia,  had  gone  to  San  Felipe  del  Obn^e  to  defend 
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U.  And,  in  fact,  the  French  did  reach  Angang^co  yesterday,  with  about  five  hundred  trai- 
tors picked  up  from  the  neighboring  detachments,  and  to-day  marched  upon  this  place,  which 
I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  give  up  once  more,  because  I  have  neither  sufficient  forces  nor  mu- 
nltioDs  to  defend  it 

You  will  perhaps  think  it  strange  that  I  call  your  attention  to  such  trivial  circumstances, 
quite  natural  in  our  warfare,  where  the  enemy  is  not  only  striving  to  defend  places  that  I 
threaten,  but  is  struggling  in  his  turn  to  seize  those  that  I  hold  ;  but  you  must  know  what  I 
do  is  of  great  importance,  when  you  consider  that  the  expedition  sent  against  me  is  mostly 
composed  of  French  troops  commanded  by  French  officers. 

When  the  French  declared  they  had  not  come  to  Mexico  to  interfere  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  country,  but  onl^  to  force  respect  for  treaties  violated  by  the  government  of  the 
ivpublic,  and  to  protect  the  interests  of  tneir  fellow-citizens ;  and  now,  as  that  had  been 
effected,  they  determined  to  withdraw  their  troops,  considering  the  expedition  at  an  end,  I 
cannot  understand  how  and  with  what  right  they  continue  to  make  war  on  people  who  are 
opposing  the  government  of  the  usurper,  Maximilian,  and  give  aid  to  places  occupied  by 
traitors  who  sustain  him. 

8och  outrageous  conduct,  without  provocation,  (for  my  forces  have  never  yet  attacked  them,) 
compels  me  to  make  it  known  to  you,  because  it  shows  the  absolute  want  of  loyalty  in  the 
(Weh  government,  the  meanness  it  makes  use  of  to  deceive  the  world,  particularly  the 
United  States,  to  which  you  are  accredited. 

I  hope,  therefore,  you  will  make  a  proper  use  of  the  facts  I  here  communicate  with  the 
goremment  at  Washington  and  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic,  and  will  tell  me, 
in  your  reply,  what  conduct  I  ought  to  pursue.  In  the  mean  time  it  is  understood  that  I  will 
eontiniie  to  sustain  the  rights  of  Mexico  against  domestic  or  foreign  foes  on  all  occasions, 
except  when  I  am  certain  of  defeat. 

I  protest  to  yon  my  attentive  consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Headquarters  at  Zltacuaro,  August  9,  J 866. 

N.  DE  BEGULE8. 

C.  Matias  Romero, 

Minister  Plenipotentiarff  of  the  JUexican  Republic  in  Washington, 


No.  2. 


Mexican  Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  October  5,  1866. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  to-day  your  communication  of  the  9th  of  August  last,  from 
Zitacnaro,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  the  movements  you  had  made  up  to  that  time  with  the 
forces  under  your  command,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  French  forces  that  were  marching 
from  Queretaro  to  Tolnca,  by  way  of  Morelia,  having  fallen  back  from  San  Felipe  del  Obraje 
to  Anganguco  to  aid  a  body  of  traitors  in  the  latter  place,  which  they  heard  you  were  going 
to  attack. 

This  circnmstance,  and  the  French  afterwards  going  from  Anganguco  to  Zitacnaro  to 
attack  you,  (after  their  government  had  assured  the  United  States,  as  long  ago  as  the  5th  of 
April  last,  that  it  would  return  to  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  and  would  withdraw  its 
troops  from  the  republic, )  show  that  the  French  government  has  acted  with  notorious  disloy- 
al inasmuch  as,  while  saying  one  thing  in  its  diplomatic  notes,  it  authorizes  its  soldiers  to 
do  the  contrary. 

For  these  reasons  you  request  me  to  communicate  the  above  facts  to  the  government  of  the 
Vnited  States  and  to  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic,  and  to  advise  you  how  to  act 
in  Tiew  of  the  circumstances. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  your  wishes,  and  believ- 
ing the  nature  of  the  case  requires  it,  I  this  day  transmit  your  note  to  the  ministry  of  foreign 
relations  of  the  republic  and  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States.  Furthermore, 
I  must  inform  you  that,  as  the  French  government  has  made  no  engagement  with  ours  to 
withdraw  its  troops,  or  to  return  to  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  it  is  not  bound  to  us, 
and  we  are  under  no  obligations  to  it.  The  war  between  Mexico  and  France  is  the  same,  as 
it  relates  to  us,  as  it  wa«  before  the  arrangement  between  the  Ftench  government  and  the  United 
States ;  and  our  duty  now,  as  it  always  has  been,  is  to  continue  tne  contest  to  the  extent  of 
oar  abilities,  without  trying  to  effect  a  truce  with  the  French  army,  which,  in  reality,  has  no 
existnee. 

The  engagements  of  the  French  government  are  with  the  United  States  and  have  nothing 
to  do  with  our  government ;  yet,  as  the  government  of  the  republic  is  on  friendly  terms  with 
that  of  the  United  States,  I  think  it  would  be,  at  least,  an  act  of  courtesy  on  our  part  to 
commonieate  to  it  all  information  we  may  have  m  regard  to  the  course  followed  by  the  French 
in  Mexico,  with  a  view  that  it  may  mtute  a  proper  use  of  such  information  in  accordance 
vlth  ita  sense  of  honor  and  its  interest ;  but  we  nave  no  right  to  demand  auything  of  i^^^T^ 
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I  am  sorry  to  say  to  you  that  I  have  Dot  yet  received  the  communication  you  mention  to 
have  addressed  to  me  from  the  hacienda  of  Tiripitio,  on  the  31st  of  July  last.    The  prwioDs 
one  I  received,  before  the  one  1  am  now  answering,  is  dated  Zitacuaro,  the  l^h  of  July. 
For  thesQ  reasons  I  repeat  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO,  Stcretarf, 
C.  General  Nicolas  de  Reoules, 

Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  Centre, 


Seflar  Romero  to  Mr,  Setoard, 

[Translation.] 

Mbxican  Legation  in  thb  United  States  of  America, 

Washingfonf  October  6,  1866. 
Mr  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  infonnatioD  of 
•  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  specified  in  the  accompa- 
nying index,  which  reached  me  to  day,  giving  an  account  of  recent  events  in  the 
eastern  military  division  of  the  Mexican  republic,  the  principal  of  which  is  the 
occupation  of  Tlacotalpam,  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  by  the  forces  of  General 
Garcia. 

I  take  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  8fc.,  ^. 


Index  of  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  Department  of  SteU  of 
the  United  States  toith  the  note  of  this  date,  in  relation  to  events  that  hive  occurred  en  ikt 
eastern  line. 


Contents. 


Letter  of  General  Diaz  to  Mr.  Romero,  giving  an  account  of  his  last  op- 
erations in  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 

Letter  of  General  Garcia  to  Mr.  Romero,  enclosing  the  following  doca- 
ments : 

Letter  from  the  same  general  to  President  Juarez,  informing  him  of  Ute 
events  in  the  line  of  his  command. 

Official  despatch  from  General  Garcia  to  the  minister  of  war,  in  Chihuahiis. 
communicating  the  capture  of  Alvarado. 

Official  despatch  of  General  G.arcia  to  the  same  department,  on  the  occu- 
pation of  Tlacotalpam. 

Proclamation  of  Colonel  Teran,  second  in  command  on  the  line  south  ot 
Vera  Craz,  to  the  inhabitantB  of  the  State. 


Washington,  October  6,  1866. 


IGKO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


No.  1. 

HuAMUxrrrLAN,  July  26,  186fi. 
Mitch  Esteemed  Friekd  :  Tour  letters  of  the  10th  and  17th  of  June  reached  me  at  the 
same  time. 

After  my  letter  from  Quetzala,  to  which  you  refer,  I  wrote  to  you  from  Jamiltepec,  infbrni- 
ing  you  of  my  occupation  of  that  place  and  of  the  advantage  I  gained  over  the  enemy  ia 
pursuing  him  towaros  Oaxaca.    I  wrote  you  from  Putla,  on  my  arrival  theie,  where  I  sur- 
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?rised  and  ronted  200  of  the  enemy.    Four  days  afterwards  I  informed  you  of  my  march  to 
'lapaco,  my  entry  into  that  city,  pursuit  of  the  garrison,  and  my  sudden  return  here. 

The  most  important  event  I  mentioned  to  you  was  the  complete  rout  of  an  Austrian 
column  in  the  sierra,  going  south,  hy  Figueroa.  I  have  made  no  detailed  official  report  of 
this  to  the  supreme  government,  because  the  mails  venture  to  carry  only  the  smaHest  papers, 
aud  what  I  received  I  transmitted  to  you.  I  did  not  send  an  official  despatch,  because  I  had 
not  received  one,  and  I  think  it  unnecessary  now,  after  so  long  a  time. 

I  have  ahready  informed  you  of  what  Figueroa  wrote  me,  and,  though  you  may  have  re- 
ceived my  letter,  I  will  repeat  the  most  interesting. 

On  die  battle-field  at  Soojaltepec  we  buried  96  dead  bodice  of  Austrians.  From  there  to 
Fejoacan  we  saw  many  dead,  but  the  woods  was  so  dense  we  could  not  count  them.  It  was 
not  Fig^eroa's  soldiers,  btit  the  inhabitants,  who  pursued  them  and  fought  them  in  ambush, 
thus  annoying  them  all  along  the  road.  The  people  even  set  fire  to  their  houses,  so  as  to 
deprive  die  enemy  of  all  shelter.  The  most  heroic  of  these  were  the  inhabitants  of  SoejaU 
tepec,  Ixcailan,  and  Ojitlan. 

As  to  my  future  operations,  they  will  be  where  there  is  most  profit.     It  is  hazardous  to 
give  you  information  now,  on  account  of  the  insecurity  of  the  roads ;  but  I  can  assure  you 
eveiything  is  going  on  much  to  my  satisfaction. 
Your  fnend  and  servant, 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 

Minister  Senor  Don  Matias  Romero,  Washington. 


No.  2. 

Tlacotalpam,  September  20,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  AND  Friend:  "**•*** 

It  flives  me  much  pleasure  to  learn,  from  your  letter  of  the  22d  June,  that  Santa  Anna  had 
fiuled  in  his  secret  intentions  against  this  country.  I  have  since  received  copies  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  government,  you,  and  him,  by  way  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  had  it  pub- 
lished immediatelv. 

Things  have  changed  here  wonderfully.  We  have  reconquered  this  city,  thanks  to  the 
valor  and  patriotism  of  the  loyal  Mexicans  who  are  with  me  to  make  war  on  the  enemy  on 
this  coast,  as  you  will  see  bv  the  correspondence  I  send  you  for  transmission  to  the  govem- 
Bent,  which  I  hope  you  will  do  after  you  read  it. 

The  enemy  has  no  place  of  refuge  in  this  part  of  the  country  now  but  Alvarado,  which  is 
only  kept  by  the  gunboats ;  but  the  garrison  is  small,  and  it  dreads  an  attack  from  us ;  and 
this  we  will  do  as  soon  as  the  health  of  our  men  permits,  if  the  enemy  does  not  evacuate  the 
place  soon,  which  it  is  said  he  will  do  very  soon. 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

Minister  Senor  Don  Matias  Romero,  Washington, 


No.  3. 


Tlacotalpam,  September  20,  1866. 

DZAR  Sir  :  When  I  frankly  told  you  in  one  of  my  former  communications  of  the  desper- 
ate state  of  affairs  in  the  line  of  my  command,  on  account  of  the  enemy*s  invasion  in  March 
last,  and  of  other  disturbances  north  and  south  of  it,  I  assured  you  that,  notwithstanding 
our  want  of  arms,  we  would  not  falter  a  moment  in  the  national  defence,  neither  I  nor  any 
of  the  patriots  who  accompany  me  on  the  campaign,  with  so  much  abnegation  and  suffering  ; 
tad  now  I  have  the  satislaction  to  inform  you  that  the  aspect  of  affairs  has  completely 
changed,  thanks  to  the  prodigious  efforts  of  the  good  Mexicans  who  have  saved  the  situation 
in  this  jart  of  the  country. 

The  mvaders  well  know  that  the  possession  of  this  city,  the  natural  key  to  the  region 
vstered  by  the  Papaloadam,  San  Juan,  and  Tereschoacan,  with  their  many  tributaries,  was 
i  matter  of  life  or  death  with  them ;  and  they  collected  all  their  troops  and  elements  of  de  • 
teoce  at  this  point,  and  their  allies,  the  French,  brought  up  their  war  steamers  to  defend 
tliem.  For  this  reason  it  attracted  our  particular  attention,  and  we  determined  to  make  it 
tl>e  object  of  our  attack. 

On  the  lOih  of  August,  taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  steamers,  we  attacked  the 
place  formally,  the  detailed  report  of  which  I  send  to  the  war  department  and  to  General 
I^iu.  As  you  will  see  by  the  document,  though  we  could  not  get  possession  of  the  city  that 
<^7t  we  frightened  the  enemy,  and  convinced  him  that  he  could  not  resist  another  attack 
from  OS,  and  when  we  prepared  to  make  it  the  city  was  surrendered,  on  the  10th  of  August, 
»  ^  will  see  by  the  despatch  which  I  also  send  this  day  to  the  war  department,  and 
which  I  have  already  sent  to  General  Diaz.  ^  t 
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Bt  the  occnpation  of  this  place  the  enemy  is  free  from  this  coast,  ftnd,  judfi^ing  from  the 
condition  of  the  so-called  empire,  I  do  not  think  he  will  be  able  to  rocoverit  rerr  soon. 

While  in  the  city,  Greneral  I^acio  A.  Alatonre,  who  escaped  from  the  French  in  the  dtj 
of  Mexico,  where  be  was  held  prisoner,  presented  himself  to  me,  and  I  was  fflad  to  appolBt 
him  again  chief  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  where  he  had  formerly  rendered  such  im- 
portant seryioes,  and  where  he  has  already  started  with  a  small  force,  arms,  monitions,  and 
money,  which  I  Ihrnished  him  for  the  expedition.  I  expect  he  will  do  much  good,  for  Gen- 
eral Alatorre  is  a  chief  justly  famous  on  tnat  line.  I  hear  the  imperialists  haye  suffered  some 
damage  in  Zacapoastla  and  Tezirytlan.  There  is  no  news  from  Chiapas ;  the  organization 
of  forces  is  complete  there.  It  is  the  same  in  Tabasco,  for  the  French  yessels  do  not  call 
there,  and  their  garrison  in  Jonuta  is  of  no  use  to  them ;  on  the  contrary,  the  soldiers  aro 
deserting,  and  these  deserters  furnish  us  with  arms  and  ammunition  in  that  region. 

General  Diaz  wrote  to  me  from  Chiuautla  on  the  19tb,  and  says  he  has  progressed  con- 
siderably.  He  is  acquainted  with  all  the  moyements  of  our  forced,  even  those  near  the  clij 
of  Mexico. 

Tour  yerj  attentiye  and  obedient  servant, 

ALEJANDRO  <>ABCIA. 

SenorDon  Benito  Juarez, 

President  of  the  Mexican  Republic^  Chihuahua, 


No.  4. 

MEXICAN  REPCJBUC-— HEADQUARTERS  EASTERN  LINE— SECOND  GENERAL-IN-CBIEF. 

Citizen  Minister  :  Captain  Thomas  Lozano  sends  me  the  following  good  news  firom 
Alyarado : 

***I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  captured  Alvarado  to-day  by  assault,  all  the 
munitions  of  war  belonging  to  the  garrison  falling  into  our  hands,  with  seventeen  prisoners 
of  war  and  seven  killea  of  the  enemy.  I  have  ordered  the  authorities  to  bury  them.  Ou 
our  side,  we  haye  to  lament  the  death  of  the  brave  Captain  Pilar  Salas,  si-vr-ral  officers 
wounded,  and  the  loss  of  several  of  our  best  horses.  I  will  make  out  a  ci^cum^talKial  report 
as  soon  as  I  can  obtain  the  necessary  information." 

Which  I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  for  your  information  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  gov- 
ernment 

Independence  and  liberty !    Amatlan,  July  30,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

The  Minister  of  War,  Chihuahua. 


No.  5. 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC—HEADQUARTERS  EASTERN  LINE— SECOND  GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

Citizen  Minister:  On  the  18th  of  August  I  wrote  to  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  chief  of  the 
eastern  line,  as  follows : 

**  You  will  see  in  the  accompanying  report  that  I  ordered  an  attack  on  Tlacotalpam,  in 
possession  of  the  imperialists,  and.  harmed  the  enemy  so  much  in  the  first  assault  I  knew  we 
could  not  fail.  Convinced  of  this,  I  arranged  a  second  attack,  when  the  imperialist  com- 
mander, Don  Mariano  Camacho,  proposed  a  parley  with  me.  After  a  conference  of  some 
time,  he  offered  to  surrender  the  city  to  me  to-day,  if  I  would  consent  to  his  quiet  withdrawal. 
He  stated  his  object  was  to  ayoid  all  bloodshed,  for  the  commander  of  the  four  French  war 
steamers  declared  he  would  shell  the  town  and  reduce  it  to  ashes  if  one  of  the  imperialists 
was  wounded ;  and  the  marines  were  anxious  for  an  excuse  to  carry  out  their  barbarous 
design. 

*' Convinced  that  it  is  my  duty  to  spare  the  inhabitants  and  permit  those  to  return  who 
have  left,  wandering  in  the  woods  for  four  months,  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  feather 
and  sickness  rather  than  submit  to  the  enemy  ;  appreciating  the  valor  and  determination  Q^ 
our  troops,  and  the  bravery  of  the  Conejo  garrison  that  frightened  the  French,  and  beliering 
that  Camacho's  proposal  was  honorable  to  the  nation,  I  accepted  it  yesterday,  and  the  city 
was  surrendered  to  me  this  day.  I  immediately  sent  in  a  guard  to  protect  the  inhabitants, 
and  now  the  city  is  once  more  under  the  protection  of  the  glorious  flag  of  the  republic,  of 
which  it  has  been  deprived  for  so  long  a  time.  I  also  have  the  pleasure  of  rejoicing  with  you 
and  all  loyal  Mexicans  upon  the  reconqnest  of  a  place  of  so  much  importance  on  this  line." 

Which  I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  republic. 
I  am  pleased  to  assure  yon  that  peace  has  been  restored  on  this  line  by  the  recapture  of  Tla- 
cotalpam, and  that  I  am  busy  organizing  a  government  for  the  State. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Tlacotalpam,  September  8,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA 

The  Citizen  Minister  op  War  and  Marine,  Chihuahua, 
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No.  6. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Colonel  Luis  MUr  y  Teran  to  the  inhabitants  along  the  coast  of  Vera  Cruz, 

Fellow- (TTTiz ENS:  The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  to  duty  on  this  eoast  as  sec- 
ond in  command,  he  therefore  appears  here  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  campaign,  acting 
under  the  orders  of  General  C.  Ignacio  Alatorre,  an  officer  who  is  well  known  to  you  for  his 
skill  and  brilliant  qualities. 

The  hist  knell  for  the  so-called  empire  which  has  tried  to  fiasteu  itself  upon  the  Mexican 
nation  has  been  sounded.  Unable  to  remain  a  cold  spectator  at  this  time,  I  have  taken  the 
field  aninst  that  empire.  To  this  end  I  have  abandoned  family  and  business  interests.  I 
have  abandoned  everything  which  is  dear  to  a  man  after  this  love  of  country.  I  intend  to 
coQtiQue  fighting  in  my  country*s  defence,  and,  that  we  may  be  successful,  I  ask — indeed  I 
count  npon — the  co-operation  of  all  good  Mexicans.  I  feel  confident  that  all  such  Mexicans 
will  aid  me — some  with  their  arms,  others  with  their  intelligence — and  all  to  defeat  tyranny. 

Come,  then,  my  friends.  Already  you  know  who  I  am,  and  you  know  that  I  will  do  only 
that  which  is  right,  and  nothing  but  what  is  for  the  restoration  to  our  country  of  independ- 
ence and  liberty. 

LUIS  MIER  Y  TEEtAN. 

Abtigua,  August  31,  1866. 


Sehor  Romero  to  Mr,  Sctvard, 
fTranslation.] 

Mexican  Lbgation  in  thb  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  October  8,  1866. 

Mr.  Sbcrbtary  :  Referring  to  the  note  which  I  addressed  to  yoar  depart- 
ment on  the  3d  of  May  last,  relating  to  certain  duties  collected  at  Acapalco 
from  citizens  of  the  United  States  bj  General  Don  Diego  Alvarea,  governor  of 
the  State  of  Guerrero,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  remit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note 
from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  for  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican  re- 
poblic,  dated  at  Chihuahua,  the  6th  September  last,  marked  No.  428,  with 
vhich  a  copy  was  sent  me  of  a  communication  from  the  minister  of  finance  and 
public  ereait  of  the  same  date,  transcribing  a  despatch  from  General  Alvarez, 
dated  the  1st  June  last,  in  which  he  expresses  the  reasons  for  which  he  thinks 
it  necessary  to  reserve,  until  the  port  of  Acapulco  may  be  evacuated  by  the 
enemy,  the  report  required  from  him  on  that  incident. 

I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed,  Sfc„  Sfc.;  Sfc, 


No.  1. 
[Translation.] 

No.  428.]  Department  of  Foreion  Relations  and  Government, 

Chihuahua,  September  6,  1866. 

I  send  Ton  a  copy  annexed  of  a  commnnication  from  the  minister  of  finance  of  this  date, 
in  which  he  transcribes  that  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  the  1st  June  by  the  governor 
oi  the  State  of  Guerrero,  setting  before  him  the  reasons  wh;^  he  thought  it  necessary  to  re- 
senre,  until  the  port  of  Acapulco  was  unoccupied  by  the  enemy,  the  report  called  for  from 
Min  respecting  the  exaction  from  some  Amencan  citizens  of  payment  of  duties  of  customs 
vhich  they  had  alre%dy  paid  to  the  French  commanders  during  their  anterior  stay  at  that 
port. 

Please  give  account  of  this  communication  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Seward ;  in  it  the  circum- 
eUnces  are  indicated  which  delayed  the  information  sought  for. 

I  express  to  you  my  most  respectful  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and^Minister  of  the  Mexican  Republic, 
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No.  2. 
[Translation.] 

Department  of  Finance  and  Public  Credit, 

Chihuahua^  September  6,  1866. 

The  ^vemor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Guerrero  sajs  to  me,  under  date  of 
1st  June  last,  as  I  copy  : 

*^  Your  despatch  of  lUh  April  is  received,  in  which  you  request  this  government  to  report 
what  was  the  cause  of  deciding  that  some  American  citizens  should  pay  again  the  duties 
they  had  already  satisfied  with,  the  French  authorities  during  their  stay  in  Acapulco.  I 
have  the  honor  to  say,  in  reply,  that  as  soon  as  that  port  may  be  left  unoccupied  by  the 
enemy  I  will  send  the  report  in  question,  because  it  is  not  proper  to  the  public  service  lo 
eend  it  now,  because  there  is  no  security  that  the  correspuudence  mav  reach  the  point  in- 
tended, as  perhaps  it  would  fall  into  the  enemy*s  bauds,  which  I  think  it  prudent  to  SToid, 
because  there  is  in  questiou  a  matter  which  may  commit  persons  who  are  living  there, 
which  I  transcribe  to  you  for  your  information. 

IGLESIAS. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations. 

A  true  copy : 

JUAN  VALDEZ,  PHncipal  Qfim. 


Seflor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  October  10,  1S66. 
Mr.  SucRKTARY :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  70a,  for  the  informatioii 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  various  documents  intercepted  from 
the  agents  of  the  usurper  Maximilian,  all  of  them  dated  in  Brussels  the  17th  of 
September,  and  signed  by  Felix  Eloin,  the  so-called  state  counsellor  in  com- 
mission, which  are  as  follows  : 

1.  A  letter  addressed  to  the  usurper,  informing  him  that  the  French  govern- 
ment disapproves  of  the  appointment  of  the  French  Qenerals  Osmont  and 
Friant  as  ministers,  and  seems  disposed  to  get  rid  of  Maximilian ;  and  advising 
him  to  appeal  to  the  popular  vote  when  the  French  forces  are  withdrawn  from 
Mexico. 

2.  A  telegram  addressed  to  the  same,  to  be  forwarded  immediatelj  from 
New  York,  containing  a  synopsis  of  the  letter. 

3.  A  letter  addressed  to  Don  Juan  Devincenties,  so-called  director  of  civil 
affairs  in  the  private  office  of  the  usurps,  in  regard  to  his  private  interests. 

4.  A  communication  to  Don  N.  Rosas,  entitled  consular  agent  of  the  empire 
of  Mexico  in  New  York,  requesting  him  to  send  the  mentioned  letters  to  their 
address. 

I  think  these  documents  of  great  importance,  as  they  plainly  show  the  state 
of  relations  between  the  French  agent  in  Mexico  and  his  chief,  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  and  the  plans  of  the  former,  in  case  the  French  army,  or  a  portion  of 
it,  is  withdrawn  from  Mexico. 

M.  Felix  Eloin  is  a  Belgian,  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  late  King 
Leopold,  who  bequeathed  him  to  his  son-in-law,  Maximilian,  when  the  latter 
left,  seeking  for  adventures  in  Mexico,  as  a  person  of  discretion  whom  he  could 
trust,  and  whose  advice  might  be  of  service.  He  has  beeii  looked  upon  in 
Mexico  for  some  time  as  Maximilian's  director.  Not  long  ago  he  was  sent  to 
Europe  to  operate  for  the  usurper,  who  is  conscious  that  his  stay  in  Mexico 
depends  solely  upon  foreign  support.  The  letter  was  written  atier  his  inter- 
view with  Maximilian's  wife  at  Miramar,  and  it  is  certain  that  its  content* 
express  the  ideas  of  Dofio  Garlotta  Leopoldina  and  those  of  her  husband,  rather 
than  the  writer's  private  opinions.  ^ 
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Taking  this  into  consideration,  I  do  not  think  it  unreasonable  to  believe  that 
M.  Felix  Eloin  gives  in  bis  letter  the  desires,  sentiments,  and  plans  of  his.mas- 
ter,  particularly  when  we  reflect  that  he  is  one  of  those  courtiers  who  tell  their 
sovereigns  onlj  what  will  please  them  and  what  conforms  to  their  wishes  and 
aims. 

From  these  premises  I  deduce  the  following  facts  :      ^ 

1.  The  relations  between  the  Emperor  Napoleon  and  his  agent  Maximilian 
are  not  as  cordial  as  the  latter  would  like,  because,  it  seems,  the  former  is  be- 
ginning to  see  the  absurdity  and  impossibility  of  undertaking .  to  establish  an 
Anstro-French  monarchy  in  Mexico,  and  seems  to  be  diiSposed  to  give  up  the 
idea,  and  this  is  not  at  all  pleasing  to  the  latter. 

2.  That  Maximilian  intends  to  remain  in  Mexico,  even  if  the  French  army  is 
withdrawn  from  the  republic,  and  submit  the  question  of  his  rule  to  the  popular 
vote.  This  proves  at  the  same  time  that  even  his  friends  and  servants  nave 
little  confidence  in  the  validity  of  the  titles  with  which  he  now  pretends  to  gov- 
ern, since  they  find  it  necessary  to  confirm  them  by  an  appeal  to  popular  suf- 
frage, when  the  people  shall  be  free  from  the  duress  of  foreign  intervention,  as 
he  says  in  his  own  words. 

3.  That  the  usurper  Maximilian,  not  satisfied  with  the  calamities  that  his 
ambition  has  brought  on  Mexico,  seeks  to  harm  his  own  country  by  putting 
himself  up  as  a  rival  of  his  brother,  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  The  allusions 
made  to  him  on  this  subject  by  M.  Felix  Eloin  would  be  taken  as  an  insult 
by  any  other  than  Maximilian,  and  it  is  certain  they  would  not  have  been  made 
if  the  author  was  not  certain  they  would  be  well  received. 

4.  That  even  Maximilian's  servants  are  despairing  of  his  cause  in  Mexico, 
and  only  on  account  of  his  personal  difficulties  with  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  and 
to  stand  well  in  public  opinion  in  Europe,  and  be  qualified  for  a  candidate  to  the 
throne  of  Austria,  or  any  other  in  prospect,  he  is  desired  to  take  what  is  called 
a  respectable  departure,  so  as  not  to  damage  his  reputation,  and  in  a  different 
way  nrom  that  proposed  by  the  Emperor  Napoleon. 

6,  That  even  in  the  eyes  of  the  own  servants  of  Maximilian,  the  French 
agent  in  Mexico,  French  policy  has  been  darkened  by  odious  acts  productive  of 
fatal  cofuequences,  for  which  it  must  be  responsible  sooner  or  later. 

In  conclusion,  what  must  we  think  of  the  good  faith  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  even  towards  those  who  serve  him  best,  when  we  see  him  making 
promises  of  future  aid,  and  suffering  his  Mexican  agent  to  make  ministers  of  his 
own  soldiers,  and  tries  to  place  the  entire  revenues  of  the  country  at  his  disposal, 
and  just  as  this  is  done  he  disapproves  the  conduct  of  the  French  generals  who 
accept  portfolios  from  Maximilian,  which  was  only  doing  openly  what  had  been 
done  secretly  ever  since  the  beffinning  of  the  intervention  by  every  member 
of  the  French  army,  with  the  full  consent  and  authority  of  the  government  ? 

Bach  are  the  considerations  that  have  occurred  to  me  in  view  of  the  docu- 
ments which  I  now  send  you.  Their  authenticity  and  the  importance  of  the 
subject  are  sufficient  reasons,  in  my  opinion,  for  submitting  them  to  the  serious 
coDsideration  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Thinking  you  might  look  upon  these  documents  from  a  different  point  of  view 
than  that  which  I  have  taken,  and  believing  them  to  be  of  use  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  the  direction  of  its  future  policy  in  relation  to  the 
affiun  of  Mexico,  1  have  concluded  to  send  them  to  you  in  the  original,  just  as 
I  received  them. 

1  am  pleased  to  have  this  occasion  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
Bssorances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwarp,  Sfc.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 
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No.  1. 

[Translation.] 

Brussels,  l7tA  seventh  month,  1366. 

Sire  :  The  article  from  the  Monitenr  Fran^ais,  disavow! ns^  the  entrance  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  war  and  of  finance  hy  the  two  French  generals,  Osmont  and  Friant,  proves  that 
henceforth,  and  without  a  blush,  the  mask  is  cast  aside.  The  mission  of  General  Cas- 
telnau,  aids-de-camp,  and  having  the  confidence  of  the  Emperor,  although  secret^  cannot 
have  other  object,  in  my  opinion,  than  to  seek  to  bring  on  a  solution  as  soon  as  possible.  To 
seek  to  explain  its  conduct,  which  history  will  pass  upon,  the  French  ^vemment  would  like 
that  an  abdication'might  precede  the  return  of  the  army,  and  that  thus  it  would  be  ptossible  for 
it  to  act  alome^  to  reorganize  a  new  state  of  things,  capable  of  assuring  its  interests  and  those 
of  its  countrymen.  I  have  an  internal  conviction  tnat  your  majesty  would  not  frivB  this 
satisfaction  to  a  policy  which  must  in  the  end,  sooner  or  later,  be  answerable  for  the  odium 
of  its  acts  and  the  fatal  consequences  which  will  be  the  result.  The  speech  of  Seward,  the 
toast  to  Romero,  the  attitude  of  the  President,  result  of  the  cowardice  of  the  French  cabinet, 
are  grave  facts,  destined  to  increase  the  difficulties  and  discourage  the  boldest  However,  I 
have  the  deep  conviction  that  to  abandon  the  game  before  the  return  of  the  French  anny 
would  be  interpreted  as  an  act  of  weakness,  and  the  emperor  holding  his  authority  firom  a 
popular  vote,  it  would  be  to  the  people  of  Mexico,  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  a  foreign  in- 
ttsrvention^  that  he  should  take  a  new  appeal.  It  is  for  him  to  demand  the  material  and  finan- 
cial support  indispensable  to  subsistence  and  growth. 

If  such  appeal  is  not  listened  to,  then  his  majesty,  having  accomplished  his  noble  missioii 
to  its  close,  will  return  to  Europe  with  all  the  presti^  which  accompanied  him  on  his  de* 
parture,  and  in  the  midst  of  important  events,  which  will  not  fail  to  arise,  will  play  the  part 
which  in  all  respects  pertains  to  him. 

Leaving  Miramar  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  with  the  purpose  of  embarking  at  St.  Nasaire, 
after  having  received  the  orders  of  her  m»esty  the  empress,  I  was  constrained  again  to  ad- 
journ my  departure  It  needed  that  high  influence  to  change  a  determination  which  my 
devotion  counselled  as  the  fulfilment  of  a  duty. 

I  have  been  keenly  disappointed  in  learning  that  my  numerous  despatches  of  the  months 
of  June  and  July  had  not  reached  your  majesty  in  due  season,  put  under  cover  to  Bombelles, 
and  accompanied  by  long  letters  written  to  that  devoted  friend,  to  be  communicated  to  your 
majesty.  I  was  far  from  anticipating  his  departure  from  Mexico.  They  have  now  lost  all 
the  interest  which  they  derived  from  events  so  unforeseen,  which  then  so  rapidlv  succeeded 
each  other.  I  regret  above  all  this  vexatious  incident,  if  it  should  for  a  moment  have  awak- 
ened doubts  in  your  majesty*s  mind  of  my  unceasing  desire  faithfully  to  fulfil  my  duty. 

By  crossing  through  Austria  I  was  able  to  ascertain  the  general  discontent  which  rdgns 
throughout.  Nothing  is  yet  done.  The  Emperor  is  discouraged;  the  people  arefiretful,  and 
openly  call  for  his  abdication;  sympathies  witn  your  majesty  are  spreading  evidently  through 
all  the  territory  of  the  empire.  In  Venetia  a  whole  party  calls  for  you,  its  former  governor. 
But  when  a  government  disposes  of  elections  under  the  rule  of  universal  suffrage  it  is  easy 
to  foresee  the  result. 

The  cholera  rages  through  Europe  with  extreme  violence,  and  everywhere  makes  numearous 
victims. 

In  accordance  with  the  latest  orders  from  your  majestv,  I  have  despatched  by  this  courier 
a  telegram  in  cipher  to  Hosas  to  advise  your  majesty  of  the  arrival  of  General  Ca<«telnaa,  and 
of  the  disavowal  given  to  Osmont  and  Friant. 

I  have  learned  through  0 that  the  doubtful  attitude  taken  at  Paris  by  2146  was  be- 
coming every  day  more  public.  For  some  time  he  heaps  consideration  and  money  on  young 
Salvador,  who  doesn't  himself  understand  at  all  why  tnis  change  is.  I  think  it  necessary  to 
recall  the  young  man  to  my  side,  while  expecting  the  end  of  his  holidays. 

The  state  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon's  health  engages  seriously  all  Europe.  His  departure 
for  Biarritz  seems  indefinitely  postponed.  Assurance  is  made  that  severe  diabetes  now  com- 
plicates the  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  which  causes  his  suffering.  As  for  her  majesty,  the 
empress  Carlotta,  in  the  midst  of  the  flowers  which  make  a  garden  of  enchantment  of  Mira- 
mar, she  shiues  in  the  full  brilliancy  ol  perfect  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sire,  your  majesty's  very  humble,  very  devoted,  and  very  faithful 
servant  and  subject, 

F.  ELGIN. 

SiRB :  The  article  of  the  French  Moniteur,  denying  that  the  two  French  generals,  Osmont 
and  Friant,  have  pormission  to  assume  the  departments  of  war  and  finance,  proves  that  from 
this  time  the  mask  is  shamelessly  thrown  aside.  The  mission  of  General  Castelnau,  aide-de- 
camp and  confidential  servant  of  the  Emperor,  although  secret,  can  have  no  other  aim,  in 
my  judgment,  than  to  provoke  a  solution  as  soon  as  possible.  With  a  view  to  explain  its 
conduct,  of  which  history  must  be  the  judge,  the  French  government  wishes  that  an  abdica- 
tion should  precede  the  return  of  the  army,  and  that  thus  it  may  be  able  to  proceed  alone  to 
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TeorjrADize  a  new  state  of  affairs,  capable  of  securinff  its  own  interests  and  those  of  its  sub- 
jects. I  have  a  firm  conviction  that  your  majesty  wfll  not  give  this  satisfaction  to  a  policy 
which  must  sooner  or  later  answer  for  the  odious  character  of  its  acts,  and  for  the  fatal  con- 
seoaencea  which  must  follow  them.  The  speech  of  2^ward,  the  toast  to  Romero,^  the  atti- 
tude of  the  President,  results  of  the  cowardice  of  the  French  cabinet,  are  ffrave  facts,  destined 
to  increase  the  difficulties  and  to  disconra&^e  the  bravest.  Nevertheless,  I  have  a  firm  belief 
that  the  abandonment  of  the  cause  before  the  return  of  the  French  army  would  be  interpreted 
as  an  act  of  weakness,  end  as  the  eraperor  holds  his  authority  by  a  popular  vote,  it  is  to  the 
Mexican  people,  freed  from  the  pressure  of  a  foreign  intervention,  that  ne  should  make  a  new 
appeal.  It  is  firom  it  that  he  must  demand  the  material  and  financial  support  indispensable 
10  the  existence  and  increased  gpreatness  of  the  empire.  * 

If  this  appeal  should  not  be  heard,  then  your  majesty,  having  accomplished  your  noble 
mission  to  toe  very  end,  will  return  to  Europe  with  all  the  prestige  which  accompanied  vou 
in  your  departure,  and,  in  the  midst  of  the  important  circumstances  which  cannot  fail  to 
arise,  ^on  will  bo  able  to  play  the  role  which  by  all  considerations  belongs  to  you. 

Settmg  out  for  Miramar  the  4th  of  this  month,  with  the  intention  of  embarung  at  St.  Na- 
Zaire,  after  having  received  the  orders  of  her  majesty  the  empress,  I  was  compelled  to  defer 
my  departure  again.  It  needed  this  high  influence  to  change  a  determination  which  my  de- 
votion tirged  upon  me  as  the  accomplishment  of  a  duty. 

I  was  fipreatly  disappointed  upon  learning  that  my  numerous  despatches  of  the  months  of 
Jnne  and  July  did  not  reach  your  majesty  at  the  proper  time,  sent  undercover  to  Bombellas, 
and  accompanied  by  long  letters  written  to  that  devoted  friend,  to  be  communicated  to  your 
Dujesty.  I  was  far  from  foreseeing  his  departure  from  Mexico.  They  have  lost  to-day  all 
the  interest  which  they  borrowed  from  the  unexpected  events  which  then  followed  so  rapidly. 
I  especially  regret  this  unlucky  incident  if  it  has  for  one  instant  awakened  in  the  mind  of 
your  majesty  a  doubt  of  my  incessant  desire  to  faithfully  perform  mv  duty. 

In  crossing  Austria  I  was  able  to  observe  the  general  discontent  which  reigns  there.  Nothing 
13  yet  done.  The  Emperor  is  discouraged,  the  people  impatient,  and  publicly  demand  his  ab- 
di^on.  The  sympathies  for  your  majesty  ostensibly  extend  all  over  the  empire.  In  Ven- 
etia  a  whole  party  is  anxious  to  proclaim  its  former  governor.  But  when  a  government 
airaoges  the  elections  under  the  rule  of  universal  suffrage  it  is  easy  to  foreeee  the  result. 

The  cholera  rages  all  over  Europe  with  extreme  violence,  and  everywhere  finds  numerous 

TlCtilttS. 

In  accordance  with  the  last  orders  of  your  majesty,  I  send  by  this  mail  a  telegram  in  cipher 
to  Rosas,  in  order  to  warn  your  majesty  of  the  arrival  of  General  Castelnau,  and  of  the  dis- 
avowal g^ven  to  Osmont  and  Friant. 

I  have  learned  by  Q that  the  doubtful  attitude  taken  at  Paris  by  2146  becomes  each 

day  more  public  For  some  time  past  he  has  loaded  with  favors  and  money  young  Salvador, 
who  himsMf  understands  nothing  of  this  change.  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  take  the  young 
Biaa  back  near  me  until  the  end  of  his  vacation. 

The  state  of  the  health  of  the  Emperor  N seriously  disturbs  all  Europe.    His  departure 

for  Biarritz  seems  indefinitely  postponed.  It  is  said  that  a  severe  diabetes  now  complicates  the 
hiftammation  of  the  bladder  from  which  he  is  suffering.  As  for  her  majesty  the  empress  Car- 
lotta,  in  the  midst  of  her  flowers,  which  make  Miramar  an  enchanting  garden, 'she  shines  in 
all  the  Instre  of  perfect  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sire,  your  majesty's  most  humble,  most  devoted,  and  most  faithful 
•errant  and  subject, 

F.  ELOIN. 

BftUSSELS,  SepUmber  17,  1866. 


No.  2. 


1029, 1462,  1729,  1333,  1903;  Osmont,  Friant,  593,  163. 1395 ;  Castelnau  589,  2920,  223, 
1060,  1846,  1170;  Lavalett  1635,  220,  176;  De  Moustier  1064,  1443.  942,  1225,  171,  1361, 
134,8146,  668,  371,  1966,  1608,  943,  1270,  590,  146,  1896,  103,  223,  2170,  1029,  715,  1296, 
1997, 1785, 1205. 

F.  ELOIN. 

His  Kajesty  the  Emperor,  Mexico. 


No.  3. 


Brussels,  September  17,  1866. 
Mt  Dear  Devikcenties  :  I  have  received  through  Blain,  with  great  pleasure,  the  details 
y«i  tend  me  about  my  private  interests.    1  thank  you  for  them  very  sincerely.     I  am  glad 
to  know  that  my  horses  do  not  consume  my  savings.    If  you  can  rent  my  house  for  |140  I 


*  Almonte,  Maximillan'i  minister  at  Parii. 
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shall  be  delighted,  provided  it  leaves  me  the  right  to  occupy  some  rooms  in  it  at  mj  retnm, 
which  has  been  delayed  only  to  follow  the  Empresses  instructions.  As  for  my  part,  I  am 
very  uneasy  here.  I  long  to  return  there  and  put  myself  under  the  orders  of  my  sovereign, 
to  take  my  small  part  in  the  difficulties  whicn  must  soon  break  out  Continue,  my  dear 
friend,  being  devoted  to  our  Emperor,  and  be  sure  that  if,  for  the  time  being,  he  loses  sight  of 
you,  he  is  not  able  to  forget  the  devoted  services  you  have  rendered  him^  If  you  eta  give 
me  details  of  the  situation,  I  trust  in  your  good  niendship  you  will  do  it.  Remember  me 
kindly  to  Lambley  and  Sierra,  and  believe  in  my  affectionate  sentiments. 

F.  ELGIN. 


No.  4. 


[Translation.] 

Mr.  Consul  :  According  to  his  Majesty's  order  I  beg  you,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  place 
the  emperor  Maximilian  in  possession  of  the  telegram  in  cipher,  hereto  annexed.  The  orders 
of  his  Majesty  are  to  despatch  it  telegraphically  by  way  ot  New  Orleans,  Florida,  and  Ha- 
vana, and  thence  by  Vera  Cruz,  followingthe  telegraph,  to  Mexico.  As  for  the  despatchei 
herewitli,  please  also  to  have  them  reach  Vera  Cruz  by  the  readiest  means. 
Receive,  Mr.  Consular  Agent,  my  cordial  salutations. 

F.  ELOm, 
Counsellor  of  State  on  Service, 
Mr.  Rosas, 

Consular  Agent  of  the  Empire  of  Mexico  at  New  York. 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  October  12,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  expreissed  in  the  accom- 
panying index,  some  of  which  have  lately  come  from  Mexico,  giving  the  state 
of  affairs  in  that  republic.  I  think  proper  to  call  your  attention  to  the  docn- 
ments  numbered  2,  4,  and  6,  where  you  will  find  that  the  French  ageHts  in 
Mexico  continue  organizing  their  companies  of  so-called  Mexican  chasseure, 
with  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  French  army. 

In  documents  marked  1  and  3  you  will  see  that  when  the  so-called  govern- 
ment, created  by  the  intervention,  has  occasion  to  select  subaltern  agents  for 
any  purpose  whatever,  it  takes  Frenchmen,  as  you  may  readily  suppose ;  and 
yet  the  French  government  calls  the  state  of  things  it  has  created  in  Mexico 
the  national  government. 

It  appears  also  from  a  circular  of  the  French  general,  Friant,  intendant-gen- 
eral  of  the  expeditionary  army,  and  appointed  minister  of  finance  for  a  short 
time  by  the  usurper,  that  the  sub-intendants  of  the  French  army  were  author- 
ized by  him  to  act  as  sub-intendants,  inspectors,  or  controllers  for  the  so-called 
empire. 

1  accept  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretarj^,  the  assurapces  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  ^.,  ifc. 


M.  ROMERO. 
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Indix  of  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  Cnited  Slates  with  the  note  of  this  date^  an  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico, 


No, 


Date. 


Contents. 


1866. 


July  18 

2  i  July  8 

3  j  Aug.  2 

4  I  Sept.  6 

5  Sept.  10 

6  I  Sept  10 

I 

7  Sept  16 

8  i  Sept  27 

9  Sept  30 


Circular  No.  190  of  the  minister  of  finance  of  the  so-called  empire,  ap- 
pointingr  varions  Frenchmen  to  direct  the  assessment  of  houses  and  lands 
for  a  direct  tax. 

Order  of  the  day  issued  by  the  French  general,  Neigre,  on  the  29th  of  June 
last,  incorporating  the  Beleian  legion  in  Mexico  witli  the  ninth  battalion 
of  the  so-called  Mexican  chasseurs. 

Circular  of  the  French  general,  Friant,  authorizing  the  sub-intendants  of 
the  French  army  lo  act  as  sub-intendants,  inspectors,  and  controllers  for 
the  so-called  empire. 

An  official  relation,  from  the  war  department  of  the  so-called  empire,  of 
the  military  despatches  issued  from  the  25th  of  August  to  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, from  which  it  appears  that  only  French  officers  haye  been  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  corps  of  Mexican  chasseurs. 

Correspondence  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  with  general  notices  of  the  situa- 
tion. 

Correspondence  from  Vera  Cms,  mentioning  the  enlisttnent  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  eighty-first  of  the  French  line  into  the  coips  of  Mexican 
chasseurs. 

Speech  of  Maximilian  at  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the  independence  of 
Mexico,  declaring  he  will  not  quit  his  post. 

Decree  of  Maximilian,  ordering  the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  the 
patriots  who  are  fighting  for  tne  independence  of  Mexico. 

Letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  mentioning  the  return  to  Orizaba  of  the  eighty-first 
of  the  line  of  the  French  army,  that  had  gone  to  Vera  Cruz  to  embark 
on  the  steamer  Tampico. 


No.  1. 

[Circular  190.] 

Department  of  Finance, 

Mexico,  June  18,  1866. 

His  majesty  the  emperor  has  been  pleased  to  suspend  for  the  time  being  the  appointment 
of  director  general  of  direct  taxes,  and  in  the  mean  time  appoints  that  official  as  assessor  of 
city  and  country  property  for  the  purpose  of  direct  taxation,  which  he  orders  to  be  done 
throogboQt  the  empire,  under  the  direction  of  the  treasury  inspectors,  and  according  to  the 
territorial  division  expressed  below : 

Mr.  Le  Maistre  will  direct  the  work  in  the  department  of  the  valley  of  Mexico,  Tula,  To** 
'lea,  Tulancingo,  Iturbide,  Queretaro,  Jalisco,  Autlan,  Colima,  Mazatlan,  Matamoras,  New 
Leon,  and  Coaiiuila. 

A  credit  of  $15,000  is  opened  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  assessment  in  these  departments. 

Mr.  DeUbanme  will  direct  the  work  in  the  departments  of  Fuebla,  Tlaxcala,  and  Vera 
Cniz.    For  this  expense  a  credit  of  $1,500  is  opened. 

Mr.  Tbebault  will  direct  in  the  department  of  Guanajuato ;  and  a  credit  of  |2,000  is  opened 
for  the  expenses. 

Mr.  Derenty  will  direct  in  the  departments  of  Aguas  Calientes,  Zacatecas,  and  Fresnilla, 
at  the  expense  of  $2,500. 

Mr.  Sauvalle  will  direct  in  the  departments  of  Durango  and  San  Luis  Potosi,  at  an  expense 
^$1«500.  These  inspectors  shall  nominate  controllers  to  act  under  their  orders  in  the  de- 
P«rtiDent8  where  they  are  appointed,  who  get  their  conunissions  from  the  treasury  depart- 
DKot,  and  receive  a  salair  specified  in  their  commissions. 

The  open  credits  will  be  paid  to  the  orders  of  the  chief  inspectors,  who  are  required  to 
^T«  an  account  of  the  sums  they  receive.  This  I  make  known  to  you  for  your  mformation 
ud  consequent  action,  so  that  you  may  give  the  necessary  aid  to  the  persons  appointed  as 
It  maj  be  required. 

E.  VILLALVA, 
Sub-secretary  of  Finance, 

It  was  circulated  among  the  civil  prefects  of  the  departments  and  imperial  commissaries 
^  the  territorial  divisions.  '  r^  i 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


# 
304  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

No.  2. 

Mexico,  July  8,  1866. 

A  serious  Boell  of  sickness  prevented  me  from  writing  to  yon  by  the  last  steamers,  bat  ym 

have  lost  notmoe  by  waiting,  for  I  have  some  important  news  to  commanicate.     In  the  first 

place  you  most  know  that  the  Belgian  legion,  after  a  mutiny  at  Monterey,  was  disbaDded 

and  incorporated  with  the  ninth  battalion  of  Mexican  hunters.    This  news,  which  caused  a 

Seat  sensation  in  Mexico — particularly  in  the  Belgian  colony — was  followed  by  a  report  of 
e  arrest  of  Colonel  Vandersmissen,  which  tumea  out  false. 

As  to  the  act  of  insubordination  committed  by  our  countrymen,  mapy  causes  were  giren 
for  it.  The  pretext  was  a  delay  of  some  weeks  in  pay,  but  dissatisfaction  had  prevailed  for 
some  time.  The  Belgians  compUin  that  none  of  the  promises  made  them  on  their  departaie 
from  Belgium  have  been  kept.  Some  say  the  bounty  money  has  never  been  paid  them. 
The  Tacambaro  prisoners  claim  their  back  pay  during  the  time  of  their  captivity. 

There  was,  in  reality,  no  outbreak,  but  seditious  words  were  uttered  in  the  presence  of  tb« 
commander  by  angry  men,  ill  paid,  badly  clothed,  and,  perhaps,  excited  by  drink. 

The  order  issued  by  General  Neigre  the  next  day,  the  29th  of  June,  fixes  the  future  po- 
sition of  this  Belgian  corps : 

*^  His  majesty  the  emoeror  Maximilian  has  decided  that  the  Belgian  contingent  as  now  or- 
ganized shall  be  disbanaed. 

*' A  battalion  of  cazadores  shall  be  formed  of  the  elements  that  compose  it,  and  shall  be 
called  battalion  No.  9  of  the  empress's  hunters.  Soldiers  that  enlisted  for  six  years  wiU  be 
compelled  to  remain  in  the  service  of  the  emperor  of  Mexico  till  the  expiration  of  their  term 
of  service ;  and  also  those  officers  who  were  only  soldiers  at  the  time  of  their  arrival,  anil 
not  officers  in  the  Belgian  army.  Those  of  them  who  wish  to  quit  Mexico  will  be  discharged, 
but  will  not  be  sent  l^k  nor  indemnified  by  the  Mexican  government. 

*^The  Mexican  government  will  retain  the  officers  in  the  same  grade  they  had  in  the  Bel- 
gian contingent  as  Mexican  officers.  Officers  of  the  Belgian  army  who  obtained  a  two  yean* 
leave  from  uieir  government  to  serve  in  Mexico  will  bo  consulted  personally  to  know  if  tbej 
wish  a  continuance  of  leave  in  order  to  serve  in  Mexico. 

"  Those  wishing  to  remain  will  be  put  into  the  battalion  of  hunters ;  those  who  desire  to 
return  to  Belgium  will  be  sent  to  Mexico.  As  there  will  be  no  colonel  in  this  new  organisa- 
tion, Mr.  Vandersmissen  cannot  belong  to  it;  he  must,  therefore,  present  himself  in  Mexico 
and  receive  orders  from  his  majesty  the  emperor. 

*' Marshal  Bazaine  orders  General  Douay  to  disband  the  body  immediately  and  to  proceed 
to  its  reorganization  anew. 

"B.  NEIGRE, 
.  "  Geiteral  Commanding  the  AuzUiarjf  Dititwn, 


No.  3. 
[From  La  Sociedad  —Mexico,  August  28,  1866.] 

TREASURY  DIYISldN. 


DEPARTMEUT  OP  PIUANCE— MILITARY  SUB-INTENDANCY—TREASURY  INSPECTOR  OP  THE 

STATE  OP  GUANAJUATO. 


The  following  was  published  in  Zacatecas : 

HTENDANCY—TREA 
UANAJUATO. 

Leon,  August  2, 1866. 
To  the  Citizen  Prrfeel : 

The  military  intendant,  Mr.  Friant,  appointed  minister  of  finance,  charges  me  to  send  yon 
the  following  despatch,  which  was  received  by  telegraph : 

'*The  minister  of  finance  gives  full  power  to  sub-intendants  or  officers  to  perft^m  the 
duties  of  sub-intendants,  inspectors,  and  controllers  in  all  the  offices  of  finance,  each  in  bis 
respective  department.    The  prefects  will  accredit  these  officers  to  the  chief  of  the  bnreao. 

"FRIANT,  Minister  of  FinMnuT 
Accept,  Mr.  Prefect,  the  assurances  of  my  high  coosideratioii. 

DAMARTIU3, 
Military  Sub'inspector  of  the  Treasury  in  the  Department  of  Oumnajuite, 
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No.  4. 
[From  the  Diario  del  Imperio,  September  6,  1866.] 

OfoMl  mUU^rg  desptUckeif  War  Department. — Despatches  sent  from  this  department  between 
the  27th  of  August  and  the  bth  instant, 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Lois  RoTichoD,  sergeant  of  the  French  army,  as  assistant  depositary  for  the  first  battalion 
of  the  line. 

Serj^eant  Adrian  Page,  snb-instmctor  for  the  same  corps. 

Carlos  Victor  Francois,  sergeant  of  the  French  army,  as  assistant  treasurer  for  the  twelfth 
of  the  line. 

Carioe  A.  Coffer,  of  the  same  grade  in  the  French  army,  as  sub-instructor  for  the  same 
corps. 

(jarbs  A.  Maunier,  same  rank,  as  assistant  depositary  for  the  same  battalion. 

Isidore  £.  Breset,  same  rank  in  the  French  army,  as  assistant  treasurer  for  the  sixth  bat- 
talioii  of  the  line. 

Lois  £.  Trorey,  of  the  same  grade  in  the  French  army,  as  sub-instmctor  for  the  same 
corps. 

For  the  first  batlalian  of  hunters^-promotions. — Commander  F.  A.  L.  Desandr^  to  be  lieu- 
teiuuit  colonel ;  Captain  Miguel  V.  Bellin  to  be  battalion  commander. 

Second  battalion, — Commander  L.  A.  D.  Chabrol  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Captain 
Oostave  Badon  to  be  battalion  commander. 

TInrd  hattalion, — Commander  Carlos  Leon  Guillemain  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Cap- 
tun  Luis  J.  Lanes  to  be  battalion  commander. 

Fourth  battalion.^^ommnsider  Juan  F.  Herb6  to  be  lieutenant  c-olonel,  and  Captain  Julio 
Bonet  battalion  commander. 

F^h  battalion.— CommandeT  Emile  Layn  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Captain  Juan  S. 
Laaaose  commandant 

Sixth  baitalion, — Commander  Leon  Didier  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Captain  Simon 
Sorlieu  commandant 

Seoenth  battalion. — Commander  P.  L.  Maurant  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Captain  B.  A. 
Poriel  commandant. 

Eighth  battalion, — Commander  Zacharias  M.  Festal  to  be  lieutenant  colonel;  Sergeant 
Joan  P.  Forehe  sub-lieutenant  of  the  battalion  of  the  line ;  Sergeant  Juan  F.  Jenni  sub- 
fientenant  in  the  same  corps ;  Francis  Finelli  and  Pablo  Fisian  suo-lieutenants  in  the  fourth 
battalion  of  hunters ;  and  Captmn  Manuel  Aviles,  of  the  aids,  to  be  captain  of  infantry. 


No.  5, 


CiTT  OF  Mexico,  Monday,  September  10,  1866. 

Up  to  the  present  time  Napoleon  has  not  given  any  orders,  either  direct  or  indirect,  coun- 
temuuidiog  the  order  for  the  evacuation  of  this  country  by  his  expeditionary  corps. 

Every  idle  ramor  from  Paris  is  construed  into  a  favorable  circumstance  by  the  insigmfi* 
cuitlj  small  party  of  imperial  Mexicans.  Men  like  SendT  Don  Joe^  Maria  de  Landa,  who 
were  directly  instrumental  in  securing  Napoleon^s  intervention  in  Mexican  affairs,  are  very 
^eeply  interested  in  all  the  phases  of  Mexican  politics.  Such  men  fear — aud  they  have  pub- 
Hdj  expressed  their  fears— that  the  return  of  the  liberal  or  republican  government  will  be 
t^  ngul  for  the  confiscation  of  their  estates,  and  exiling  them  to  some  inhospitable  portion 
of  sterile  Yucatan,  where  now  so  many  patriotic  liberals  are  banished  to  by  the  monarchical 
power  temporarilv  residing  at,  and  presiding  over,  the  **  halls  of  the  Montezumas."  A  very 
wge  mMority  of  the  wealthy  Mexicans  who  have  been  identified  with  the  imperial  farce 
during  toe  last  four  years  are  reahzing  their  property,  preparatory  to  going  abroad,  and 
riemng  the  settlement  that  must  shortly  take  place  here  from  a  secure  ana  hospitable  stand- 
pomt    Many  have  alreadv  gone. 

No  great  emigration  of  the  Mochos  may  be  counted  upon,  for  the  adherents  of  the  empire 
•re  very  few,  and  have  been  growing  less  and  less  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

There  are  not  a  dozen  families  of  the  capital  that  are  avowed  imperialists,  and  we  allege, 
after  much  careful  observation,  that  there  are  not  twenty  wealthy  men  of  Mexico  who  would 
S*^  round  Maximilian  in  an  hour  of  trouble. 

So  destructive  has  been  the  policy  punaed  by  the  emperor  while  here  that  it  is  asserted 
tbere  b  not  a  merchant  nor  even  a  French  dealer  in  the  country  (and  there  are  thousands  of 
f*nnch  roerebants  and  miners)  who  does  not  desire  him  to  abdicate  and  evacuate  the  countrv. 

Katiohal  bankruptcy.— Commerce  is  paralyzed.  The  so-called  government  is  a  baak- 
nipt  osnrpation,  hourly  threatened  with  overwhelming  numbers  of  outraged  patriots,  who, 
though  poorly  clad,  still  more  poorly  armed,  without  pay  or  hope  of  reward,  are  gathering 
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round  their  chieftain's  standard,  to  oyerwhelm  and  crash,  with  one  powerM  blow,  the  enemies 
of  their  country's  liberties  and  sacred  rights. 

Executions  — ^The  imperialists  have  hong  and  executed  hv  bullet  and  garrote  without 
trial ;  the  J  have  branded  the  liberals  as  brigands,  outlawed  them,  confiscated  their  homes 
and  desecrated  their  land,  and  no  wonder  that  the  friends  of  the  monaxcbj  are  fearful,  ssd 
dread  the  change  of  goyemment  that  cannot,  at  the  furthest,  be  postponed  until  Januaiy, 
1867. 

The  tone  of  the  imperial  press  is  Terj  mournful.  Not  a  day  passes  without  rumors  of  the 
pronouncing  against  the  empire  of  influential  leaders,  the  evacuation  of  cities,  and  the  gath- 
ering of  the  liberals. 


No.  6. 


Vera  Cruz,  September  10,  1866 — 10  p.  m. 

To-day  those  who  study  the  changes  in  the  situation  with  great  care  exhibited  a  very  con- 
siderable degree  of  uneasiness  in  consequence  of  some  strange  reports  which  were  received 
from  the  interior.  To-day  it  was  generally  said  that  the  eighty-first  French  regiment  of  the 
line  was  en  route  for  Vera  Cruz  to  embark  at  once  for  Europe,  but  on  investigation  it  was 
found  that  only  one  battalion  of  said  regiment  was  coming  down,  and  that  the  remaining  por- 
tion (from  1,500  to  3,000  men)  were  ready  to  take  up  the  flag  of  the  empire  (droppuiff  the 
flag  of  France)  as  soon  as  the  battalion  particularly  specified  above  left  Mexico.  We  knoir 
it  to  be  a  fact  that  France's  money  is  being  expended  in  large  amounts,  in  every  direction, 
to  increase  the  strength  of  the  imperial  army.  And  we  also  know  that,  notwithstanding  the 
sevenU  moves  already  made,  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  it  is  the  sincere  intention  of  France 
to  leave  the  country. 

In  to-day's  issue  of  La  Bevista,  of  this  city,  we  find  the  following : 

The  last  news  from  Europe  relative  to  Mexican  affairs  contradicts  some  of  the  reports 
received  by  the  Sonora.  «  «>  •  i>he  French  government  permits  the  enlist- 
ment in  France  of  volunteers,  and  will  give  to  the  imperial  government  of  Mexico  arms  and 
munitions  of  war.  The  return  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  nevertheless,  will  take  place  is 
has  been  stated. 

Those  who  have  studied  the  very  latest  developments  are  asking:  '*  What  difference  wiQ 
it  make  to  the  United  States  government  whether  Maximilian  is  supported  by  French  regi- 
ments, directly  known  as  such,  or  French  regiments  in  disguise  under  the  colors  of  the 
empire?" 


No.  7. 
Maximilian's  speech  on  the  ISth  of  Septvmbtr^  1866. 

Mexicans  :  Now  for  the  third  time,  as  chief  of  the  nation,  I  celebrate  with  you  wift 
pleasure  and  enthusiasm  our  great  and  glorious  family  festival.  In  these  days  of  patriotic 
remembrances  it  is  always  a  necessity  on  my  part  to  address  frank  and  faithful  words  to  my 
patriotic  fellow -citizens,  and  to  participate  with  them  in  the  general  rejoicing  Fifcy-six 
years  have  passed  since  was  heard  the  first  cry  of  our  nation's  new  birth.  It  is  a  halt  cen- 
tury during  which  Mexico  has  be6n  struggling  for  her  indepNBudence  and  pacific  consolida- 
tion. The  time  seems  long,  undoubtedly,  for  patriotism  is  justly  impatient,  but  in  the  his- 
tory of  a  people  just  coming  into  life  it  is  simply  the  period  of  a  severe  apprenticeship,  which 
every  nation  must  undergo  if  it  wishes  to  be  one  day  great  and  powert'ul.  Without  blood 
and  without  affliction  there  are  no  great  human  triumphs,  no  political  developmeuts,  bo 
durable  progress.  The  lesson  which  this  first  period  of  our  free  history  addresses  to  us  is 
that  of  ultimate  sacrifices,  of  cordial,  generous,  and  frank  union,  and,  more  than  all,  immnta- 
ble  faith  in  our  success.  Let  all  loyal  patriots  support  with  energv,  each  in  his  sphere,  the 
great  work  of  regeneration.  Then  my  labors  will  uot  be  sterile;  and  I  will  be  able  to  follow, 
conscientiously,  the  difficult  path  on  which  I  have  entered.  Let  them  have  confidence  and 
good  will,  in  order  that  we  may  one  day  reap  the  fruits,  so  desired,  of  peace  and  prosperitr. 
I  am  still  firm  in  the  position  which  the  votes  of  the  nation  have  made  me  occupy,  notwith- 
standing all  the  dimculties,  and  without  failing  in  my  duties;  for  it  is  not  in  adverse 
moments  that  a  true  Hapsburg  abandons  his  post.  The  majority  of  the  nation  elected  me 
to  defend  its  most  sacred  rights  against  the  enemies  of  order,  property,  and  true  independenee. 
The  Almighty  should,  therefore,  protect  us,  it  being  a  sacred  truth  that  **the  voice  of  the 
people  is  the  voice  of  God."  This  was  shown  in  a  miraculous  manner  at  the  time  of  oar 
first  national  rising ;  it  will  be  shown  in  the  present  regeneration.  The  gpreat  herooa  of  our 
country  Jook  upou  our  efforts.  Let  n^  follow  their  immortal  examples  without  vaciUatko, 
without  distrust;  and  to  us  will  then  beloug  tiie  euviabie  tusk  of  consolidating  and  ctowb* 
ing  the  work  of  independence,  which  they  began  with  their  precious  blood. 

Mexiiians  !  long  live  our  independence  and  the  memory  of  its  glorious  martyrs  ! 
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No.  8. 

MAXmiLIAN,  EMPEBOR  OF  MEXICO. 

With  the  ad^ce  of  our  ministerial  council,  we  have  determined  to  decree  and  bare  decreed 
at  fbilowB : 

Article  1.  All  property  belonging  to  persons  now  residing  ont  of  tbe  country,  er  in 
pUc68  held  by  the  oisaffected,  who  oppose  the  imperial  government  adopted  by  the  people 
of  Mexico,  shall  be  administered  in  each  district  by  a  special  committee  composed  of  the 
municipal  alcalde,  the  collector  of  revenue,  and  a  proprietor  named  by  the  prefect. 

Article  2.  The  sale  of  this  property  is  forbidden  while  the  owners  remain  in  the  ranks  of 
the  enemies  to  order  and  the  empire. 

Article  3.  The  revenue  from  this  property  shall  form  a  special  and  separate  fund  for  the 
exdosive  benefit  of  the  families  that  have  suffered  by  the  war  which  the  disaffected  are 
ynpug  agsiost  the  empire. 

article  4.  The  accounts  of  this  fund  shall  be  Jcept  in  the  treasury  department 

Article  5.  At  the  end  of  each  month  the  amount  received  shall  be  distributed  amonr  the 
^miHes  whose  wants  are  considered  just  and  well  founded.  The  distribution  shall  be  deter- 
fflined  by  the  council  of  ministers. 

Article  6.  Our  ministers  of  government  and  finance  are  charged  with  the  execution  of 
ikii  decree  in  the  part  that  concerns  them. 

Done  in  Mexico  on  the  27th  of  September,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

Bt  tbe  emperor : 

TEOFILO  MARIN, 

Minister  of  Chvemm^tt.. 

Bt  the  emperor : 

JOAQUIN  TORRES  LARRAINZAR, 

Minister  of  Finance^ 


No.  9. 
Eztrmet  of  a  ftivaU  letUr  dated  Vera  Cruz,  September  30,  1866. 

The  eigh^-first  regiment  French  infantry  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  26th  of  this  month,. 
Rtdy  to  embark  on  board  the  steamer  Tampico,  the  first  of  t\\e  transports  which  is  to  bring - 
the  army  back  to  France.  The  others  are  the  Rhone,  the  Calvados,  the  Gironde  and  I'Ave- 
gToo,  now  on  the  eve  of  sailing  from  Havre  to  Vera  Cruz.  During  the  short  stay  of  the 
eigh^-first  at  Vera  Cruz  telegraphic  despatch  from  Oeneral  Bazaine  came,  ordering  the  regi-- 
Bent  to  fall  back  upon  Orizaba,  where  it  has  actually  gone. 

As  an  explanation  for  this  retrograde  movement  it  is  stated  that  Marshal  Bazaine  had 
ncuved  a  telenam  from  Europe  by  the  Atlantic  cable  via  New  Orleans  and  the  steamer 
Sonora,  bv  which  he  had  been  advised  that  General  de  Castelnau  was  on  his  wa^  to  Vera 
Cnu,  and  that  the  wishes  of  the  French  government  were  to  suspend  the  embarcation  of  the 
fnoieh  troops  until  he  had  arrived.  This,  of  course,  has  given  rise  to  several  comments, 
which,  resting  on  no  foundation,  are  not  worth  reproducing  here. 

The  Piy'aro  Verde  of  August  1  says  of  the  eigbty-first  regiment,  stationed  at  the  city  of 
Mexico:  "A  French  officer  assures  us  that,  in  fulfilment  of  orders,  this  corps  will  leave  for 
Fnnoe  in  November ;  but  as  all  who  wish  jcan  remain  in  the  service  of  Mexico,  it  is  said 
that  of  nearly  aU  tbe  battalions  onlv  the  colonel  and  the  musicians  will  embark  at  Vera 
Cms  for  their  mother  country.     We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  this  statement.*' 


Mr.  Setoard  to  SeHor  Romero, 

Depaetmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  October  18,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commnnicatlon  of* 
the  8th  instant,  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  minister  of  foreign  afifaits 
to  you,  and  of  one  from  the  department  of  finance  and  public  credit  of  Mexico 
to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  in  which  the  reason  for  delaying  an  answer  to 
the  complaint  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  that  dnties  had  been 
niegally  collected  from  them  at  Acapnlco,  is  stated  to  be  the  present  occupation 
^  that  city  by  the  enemies  of  Mexico. 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  tbat  a  cause  has  intervened  to  prevent  an  explanation  of 
this  matter.  Under  the  circumstances,  however,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  is  disposed  to  wait  until  the  cause  assigned  shall  have  passed,  in  the  hope 
that  any  additional  delaj  will  be  avoided. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Don  M.  Romero,  8^.,  8fc^  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sefior  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington.  October  20,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo,  re- 
ceived at  this  department  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  letter  dated 
at  New  Orleans  on  the  24th  of  August,  1866,  from  Mr.  James  B.  Gauche,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  Major  General  Sheridan,  complaining  of  the 
exaction  from  him,  by  the  liberal  authorities  of  Matamoras,  of  forced  loans  to 
the  amount  of  81,900,  and  to  beg  of  you  to  call  the  attention  of  your  govern- 
ment to  the  matters  complained  of. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 


Senor  Don  M.  Romero,  4^.,  ^ir.,  ^. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


No.  I. 


War  Department, 
ffoikington  Ciiy,  SepUmber  14,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  communication  of  Ai]gnst24,  1866,  to  Mijar 
GeDoral  Sheridan,  commanding  the  depai'tment  of  the  Gulf,  from  John  B.  Gauche,  a  citizeB 
of  the  United  States,  complaining  that  he  has  been  compelled  to  subscribe  to  the  imperial 
forced  loan  in  Matamoras,  Mexico,  and  applying  for  redress. 

Ton  will  please  indicate  to  this  department  any  action  which  yon  think  proper  to  be  taken 
by  the  military  aathorities. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


No.  2. 


New  Orleans,  August  24, 1866. 

General:  The  undersigned  bej;^  leave  to  bring  to  your  notice,  and  through  you  to  tint 
of  the  governmeut  at  Washington,  the  following  facts : 

I  Am  a  native  of  the  United  States,  and  have  resided  and  carried  on  businessast mer- 
chant in  Matamoras,  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  for  the  last  three  years.  During  that  time 
I  have  constantly  been  known  as  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States,  for  which  the  foraier 
American  consul,  Mr.  Pierce,  (now  at  Brownsville,)  and  the  present  one,  Mr.  Avery,  will 
vouch. 

During  the  present  civil  war  in  Mexico,  Matamoras  has  been  alternately  in  possession  of 
the  different  contending  parties ;  and  at  ever}'  change  of  masters  a  forced  loan  was  impose*! 
by  the  commander  for  the  time  upon  the  commerce  of  the  place,  aliens  as  well  as  natire^ 
For  these  forced  loans  orders  were  given  upon  the  custom-house  payable  in  duties,  wbich 
were  only  good  so  lon^as  the  party  issuing  the  orders  remained  in  power,  for  their  successors 
invariably  repudiated  wem.    In  the  case  of  the  subscriber,  General  Cortina  compelled  Mm 
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to  kwa  liim  (Cortina)  ^ve  hundred  dollars,  for  which  the  anhscriher  receiyed  an  order  upon 
the  costom-honse.  Qeneral  Mejia  next  took  the  city  and  drove  oat  Cortina.  The  sabscriber 
presented  Cortina's  order  in  payment  of  datiee,  but  was  told  it  wan  good  for  nothing. 

Then  General  Mejia  imposed  upon  the  undersigned  a  forced  loan  of  two  thousand  dollars. 
One  thousand  of  this  the  subscriber  got  rid  of  at  a  discount  of  twenty  per  cent.,  and  of  the 
other  thousand  he  is  a  loser. 

Next  to  Mejia  came  Qeneral  Carvf^al,  who  called  upon  the  undersigned  for  fifteen  hundred 
doUars;  but  application  having  been  made  to  General  Getty » commanding  the  American 
foross  in  Brownsville,  through  uie  intercession  of  that  officer  the  peremptory  requidition  of 
Carvajal  was  ehang^  into  a  request  that  the  undersigned  would  give  whatever  be  pleased. 
Feaifiil  of  the  annoyances  which  would  have  been  the  consequence  of  a  refusal,  the  under- 
signed gave  General  Carvajal  two  hundred  dollars. 

General  Carvajal  has  very  lately  been  [expected  J  by  one  of  his  officers  named  Canales, 
who  is  for  the  moment  in  possession ;  but  there  are  three  other  officers,  Uinqjose,  Cortinas, 
aod  Negrete,  around  Matamoras,  all  seeking  to  get  in,  and  whichever  of  the  four  succeeds 
in  holding  possession,  we,  the  merchants,  are  sure  to  be  assessed  for  a  forced  loan. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  the  attention  of  our  government  is  awakened  to  the  true  state  of 
thiD^  a  slop  will  be  put  to  these  robberies  of  our  citizens  by  the  banditti  who  wear  the 
Mexican  uniform.  For  my  part  I  am  the  loser  already,  as  abover  stated,  of  nineteen  hundred 
dollars,  and  have  the  best  reason  to  apprehend  that  I  will  be  still  further  plundered.  It  is 
the  established  and  inveterate  system  of  g(fvemment8  in  Mexico,  a  system  disgraceful  to 
drilisation  as  that  which  formerly  prevailed  in  the  Mediterranean  under  the  piratical  rule  of 
the  Dey  of  Algiers. 

The  undersigned  believes  that  it  can  be  only  corrected  by  an  energetic  display  of  power 
on  the  part  of  oar  government. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  GAUCHE. 

Kajor  General  Sheridan, 

Commanding  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Seflor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mbxican  Lboation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Washington,  October  21,  1866. 
Mr.  Secbbtarv  :  For  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  enclosed  index  documents,  showing 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  August  last  in  that  part  of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
Mexican  republic  under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Diaz. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assnr- 
tnees  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


h4ex0f  documents  $etU  by  the  Mexican  legatiowin  Washington  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  with  a  note  of  this  daie,  concerning  events  on  the  eastern  line. 

Contents. 


General  DiaE*s  letter  to  a  friend  of  his,  (giving  an  account  of  the  latest 
military  operations. 

General  Diaz*s  letter  to  Mr.  Romero,  from  Chiantla,  enclosing  the  follow 
ing  commnnications : 

A  note  from  General  Diaz  to  the  minister  of  war  of  the  Mexican  repablic, 
reporting  his  latest  military  operations  in  the  line  of  his  oommancl. 

A  note  from  the  same  to  the  war  minister,  encloeing  the  official  repoit  of 
General  Lnis  P.  Figueroa,  from  Teotitlan,  dated  May  1,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  his  movements  the  last  of  April,  1866. 
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No.  1. 

XOCHHUAHUATLAK,  A¥gU9i  12,  18G6. 

MyEstebmbdFdibnd:  #  •  •  #  • 

I  have  been  some  dtiys  on  the  border  of  the  State  of  Guerrero,  doing  little,  but  makiif 
the  enemj,  and  even  friends,  believe  I  intended  to  remain.  I  am  -preparing  a  march  from 
the  third  district  of  the  Smte  of  Mexico  to  Tehoantepec.  For  the  la.'^t  £»w  dnje  I  have  been 
busy  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Puebla ;  and  though  I  have  not  effected  much,  ki 
want  of  means  and  supplies,  I  have  done  the  best  I  could.  Right  or  wrong,  I  begin  aj 
work  with  prospects  of  success.  I  approached  Chiantla  to  protect  a  movement  of  a  part  of 
its  garrison.  On  the  14th,  when  Jacaouistla  was  taken,  where  I  got  forty  boraes  and  mueh 
ammunition,  a  letter  informed  me  that  both  expeditions  were  sncoessfiiL  From  ChiantU  I 
took  prisoners,  horses,  one  howitoer,  and  all  the  armament  and  ammunition,  to  what  amount 
I  have  not  vet  learned. 

The  third  district  of  the  State  of  Mexico  is  in  motion,  and  I  have  sent  General  LeyiB  with 

his  cavalry  to  protect  the  movement  and  direct  the  operations. 

•        *^#  »  #  *  *  • 

I  will  soon  give  you  the  result  of  my  plant.  •  •  • 

Colonel  Visoso  routed  Nava,  the  imperialist  military  commander,  who  died  in  action. 
Although  Maximilian  supplies  me  with  arms,  by  distributing  them  among  the  people,  tfaej 
are  not  of  the  best  quality,  and  I  hope  soon  to^  exchange  them  for  better  ones.     I  am  in  great 
want  of  ammunition,  though  General  Alvarea  furnishes  me  all  he  can  spare ;  and  the  ebemy's 
arms  are  so  much  better  than  mine,  they  have  a  signal  advantage. 
Tour  friend  and  servant, 

POBFIRIO  DIAZ. 


No.  2. 

Chiamtla,  ^n^aitt  20,  1868. 
y  ERt  Dear  Friend  :  I  wish  to  inform  vou  of  my  present  situation  and  the  progress  I 
make ;  and,  as  I  have  not  the  time  to  copy  this  for  the  supreme  government,  I  send  yon  tbe 
whole  official  correspondence  unsealed,  so  you  may  see  it  before  mailing  it. 

Tour  affectionate  friend,    . 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
Senor  Lioenciado  Matias  Romero, 

EMVOf  Extrtundinary  and  Minister  PUnipotentiarif 

of  the  Republic,  Washington, 


No.  3. 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— eastern  LINE  HEADQUARTERS. 

Citizen  Minister  :  Profiting  by  the  present  inaction  of  the  invading  army,  thanks  to 
the  operations  of  the  republican  forces  inland,  I  have  determined  to  make  a  general  move- 
ment, with  the  few  elements  of  war  in  my  power,  upon  the  States  of  Mexico,  Puebla,  Oajaca, 
Tlaxcala,  and  Chiapas.  I  commenced  operations  on  the  10th,  with  some  success.  On  that 
day  Colonel  Jesus  M.  Visoso  took  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  the  Chiantla  garrison,  and 
routed  the  rest  under  the  traitor  Gavilo,  joining  me  afterwards  with  a  howitser  and  eighty- 
six  muskets  he  had  captured. 

On  the  13th  of  the  same  month  we  found  ourselves  in  front  of  Chiantla,  retaken  by  Gavilo 
with  the  aid  of  the  Austrian  garrison  of  Matamoras.  I  twice  thought  tbe  enemy  wonld 
attack  me  that  day ;  but  he  only  came  out  to  reconnoitre,  not  daring  to  leave  the  protection 
of  the  forts.  While  in  that  situation  I  received  notice  that  Lieateuant  Colonel  Ignado  San- 
ches  Gamboa,  heading  the  inhabitants  of  Ixcaquixtla,  had  whipped  the  traitor  Granados 
Maldonado,  prefect  of  Tepeji,  killing  seven  of  his  men,  taking  twenty-six  prisoners  and 
thirty  muskets,  and  scattering  his  troops,  twenty-eight  cavalry  joining  us  during  the  fight. 
As  Sanchez  Gamboa  was  delayed  by  his  booty,  the  enemy  caught  up  with  him,  and  be 
was  obliged  to  loin  me  for  protection.  Meantime  the  enemy  remained  safe  in  his  forts  at 
Chiantla,  and  did  not  seem  disposed  to  give  me  battle  in  the  open  field.  So  I  ordered  Gen- 
eral Francisco  Leyra,  governor  of  the  third  district  of  Mexico,  with  his  seventy  cavalry,  to 
organize  and  arm  all  the  republicans  in  bis  district,  and  appoint  proper  officers.  With  tba 
forces  under  my  particular  command,  I  came  to  this  place,  where  I  was  soon  joined  by  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  I.  Sanchez  Gamboa. 

While  this  is  taking  place  here.  General  Luis  P.  Figueroa  is  to  menace  Tehuacan  on  i^ 
north ;  Commander  Felipe  Cruz,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  mountaineers  of  Mixtecas,  will 
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occupy  the  Peras  mines  on  the  12th ;  on  the  same  day  Colonel  Manuel  Lopez  y  Orozoo 
mardied  firom  Tamiltepec  against  Tola ;  and  the  Jnchitan  garrison  was  to  move  to  Teqais- 
isUan,  to  hold  the  road  between  Tehuantepec  and  Oajaca. 

I  am  waiting  the  result  of  these  operations,  that  were  to  take  place  together,  and  I  will 
Uni8  extead  my  line  of  operations  in  this  direction,  and  get  all  the  supplies  I  can.  At  the 
same  thne  I  will  bold  the  imperialists,  at  Pnebla  in  check  by  frequent  incursions  to  that  city. 

If  the  enemy  comes  oht  to  attack  me,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  will,  I  will  retreat, 
ind  oirfy  give  battle  when  certain  of  success ;  for  my  sole  object  is  to  get  hold  of  the  abun- 
dant supplies  north  of  Paebla,  in  Tlazcala,  and  even  in  the  city  of  Puebla,  where  the  people 
are  becoming  restless  and  revolutionary. 

I  will  80<Mi  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  the  result  of  all  the  manoeuvres  in  which  the 
forces  of  Chiapas,  Tabasco,  and  Vera  Cruz  are  not  interested,  because  the  first  have  to  remain 
n«ar  Oajaca  to  watch  operations  in  Jnchitan,  Tehuantepec,  and  the  movement  of  General 
Garcia  nponTlacotalnam,  and  the  rest  have  to  defend  the  approaches  to  Yucatan. 

TIm  country  and  liberty !    Chianthi,  August  20,  1866. 

PORFIBIO  DIAZ. 

The  Citizen  General  Minister  of  War,  Chihuahua, 


No.  4. 


MEXICAN   REFUBUC— HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  EASTERN  LINE. 

In  a  commnnication  dated  the  1st  of  May,  in  Teotitlan  del  Camlno,  General  Luis  P.  Figue- 
roa  report!}  as  follows : 

'*!  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  marched  on  Vera  Cruz  the  24th  of  last  month  with 
General  Garcia,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  a  mixed  force  of  imperialists  and  French.  The 
expedition  fkiled,  and  I  returned  to  Tuztepec,  where  I  arrived  the  29th.  On  the  evening  of 
tbe  !i8tb  I  heard  that  two  columns  of  Austrians  and  traitors  had  occupied  the  portion  of  Santa 
Draiingo  alon^  the  river  of  the  same  name;  that  anoth^  column  of  600  men,  with  two  J2- 
poQuders,  coming  from  Httaetla,  were  near  this  place ;  and  that  a  fourth  column  of  500  men 
with  artillery  had  appeared  near  Teutila,  all  to  join  and  attack  this  place. 

"From  the  numerical  superiority  of  the  enemv,  we  had  little  hopes  of  being  able  to  sus- 
tain our  position ;  but,  as  our  troops  were  united,  I  prepared  for  the  defence  to  ue  best  of  my 
•bOity. 

"At  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  enemy  appeared  with  two  centre  columns, 
protected  in  flank  by  artillery.  The  fight  soon  became  general,  and,  af^r  six  hours  of  cone 
ftant  fire,  and  several  attempts  at  assault  by  the  enemy,  he  finally  withdrew  to  Ixcatlan  to 
wait  for  re-enforcements.  Ho  leA  seventy  killed,  thirty  rifles,  twenty  mnsketa,  and  one  cor- 
set We  took  several  prisoners,  but  we  could  not  pursue  the  fugitives,  who  took  to  the  woods, 
oa  account  of  the  few  men  I  had.  We  lost  twenty-five  men  killed,  among  them  Jos^  M. 
Rocha,  captain,  and  thirty  men  wounded,  among  them  Commander  J.  Ramirez.  The  next 
daj  I  sent  the  Ixcatlan  company  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy  that  occupied  their  homes,  and 
they  exhibited  their  courage  and  patriotism  by  burning  their  own  houses  to  dislodge  the 
enemy.  He  afterwards  made  a  reconnoissance,  retired,  and  has  not  reappeared  since  the 
loth.  From  that  time  to  the  22d  there  were  several  skirmishes,  and  we  captured  several 
males  with  loads  of  forage.  At  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  three  columns  of  the 
enemy  made  their  appearance,  just  as  they  had  done  on  toe  30th  of  last  month,  and  com- 
meoced  an  attack,  but,  failing  to  accomplish  anything,  they  retired.  On  the  25th  they  re- 
newed the  attack,  distributed  liquor  to  the  soldiers,  and  encouraged  them  by  words.  They 
opened  their  artillery  with  a  brisk  fire,  and  poured  their  columns  upon  our  ranks.  Tbe  eon- 
test  was  soon  man  to  man — traitors  and  Austrians  were  mingled  with  the  loyal  defenders  of 
the  republic  and  after  a  sanguinary  struggle  they  were  compelled  to  quit  the  field.  The 
«einy  lost  about  200  killed,  114  wounded,  a  quantity  of  rifles,  and  64  prisoners.  Our  loss 
was  considerable.    We  lament  the  death  of  the  brave  Commander  Lorenzo  Guzman. 

"  I  eoelose  a  detailed  account  of  the  killed  and  wounded  for  the  information  at  hoadquar- 
terL 

"I  can  make  no  particular  recommendation  of  my  subordinates,  for  they  all  did  their  duty, 
and  exhibited  great  courage  in  combat.*' 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  send  the  above  to  your  department,  assuring  you  this  victory  has  de- 
•trojed  the  enemy^s  plans  of  invading  the  south,  and  has  put  our  forces  into  a  position  to 
ondeitake  an  expedition,  of  which  I  hope  soon  to  give  you  a  favorable  account. 

Country  and  liberty !    ChiantU,  August  20,  1866. 

PORFIRIO  DIAt. 

TheMUfflSTEa  OP  War,  Chihuahua, 
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Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mbzican  Legation  in  thb  United  States  of  Amebiga, 

Washington,  October  22,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  was  bonored  to-day  with  jour  note  of  the  20tli  instant, 
enclosing  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  14tb  of  September 
last,  and  a  letter  from  John  B.  Gauche,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  addressed 
to  General  Sheridan,  the  14th  of  August,  complaining  that  the  authorities  of 
Matamoras  had  forced  him  to  pay  nineteen  hundred  dollars. 

Tou  requested  me,  in  transmitting  to  me  these  papers,  to  call  the  ittentioQ  of 
my  government  to  the  affair.  In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  will  forward 
a  copy  and  translation  of  your  note,  with  documents,  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  of  the  Mexican  republic,  in  Chihuahua,  by  the  next  mail. 

I  beg  of  you,  however,  to  permit  me  to  say  in  regard  to  this  subject  that,  from 
Mr.  Gauche's  own  account,  most  of  the  money  he  lost,  that  is,  one  thoosand 
dollars,  was  extorted  from  him,  and  never  repaid,  by  Thomas  Mejia,  who  then 
held  Matamoras  in  the  name  of  the  order  of  things  that  the  French  have  been 
endeavoring  to  establish  in  Mexico,  aud  that  the  national  government,  which  the 
French  have  been  trying  to  overthrow,  in  a  war  without  quarter,  is  not  respon- 
sible for  acts  of  its  enemies  invading  the  territory  and  attempting  to  establish 
illegal  authorities. 

I  must  also  say  that  Mejia's  reftisal  to  return  Mr.  Gauche  the  five  hundred 
dollars  taken  from  him  by  Cortina  cannot  be  charged  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment,  for  the  reasons  above  stated. 

I  have  no  doubt,  however,  the  Mexican  government  will  do  all  it  can  to  do 
full  justice  to  Mr.  Gauche  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  fed 
themselves  aggrieved  by  acts  which  are  the  unavoidable  consequences  of  a  war 
like  that  now  desolating  my  native  land. 

I  take  the  occasion  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward,  ^.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  October  31,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretaby  ;  Learning  by  the  papers  of  this  country  that  (General  Jesus 
Gonzalez  Ortega  is  in  New  Orleans,  on  his  way  to  Mexico,  where  he  is  goingt 
as  he  says  himself,  to  excite  an  insurrection  in  his  own  favor,  to  usurp  the  pub- 
lic power,  and  styles  himself  **  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican  repub- 
lic "  in  communications  addressed  to  the  United  States  military  authorities  in 
that  city,  I  think  proper  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  govern* 
Inentof  the  United  States,  various  documents,  some  from  General  Ortega  him- 
self, showing  the  specious  arguments  he  makes  use  of  to  prove  he  has  a  right  to 
style  himself  President  of  Mexico. 

I  am  pleased  to  accept  the  occasion  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  as- 
surances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4«-.  ^f  4^» 
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hda  of  doevments  sent  by  tke  Mexican  legation  in  Waekington  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
tlu  United  Statu,  with  Ae  note  of  this  date,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Don  Jesus  Gonzalez  as 
Ortega, 


No.     Date. 


Contents. 


1865. 
Dee.    26 


1866. 
April  30 

Mar.  10 
Apia     4 

June  30 

Jane  7 
Sept.  14 
Sept.  22 


First  pampUet  published  in  New  York  by  Don  Je«ns  Gonzalez  Ortega, 
conCftining  his  protest  against  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November  last, 
(December  21,)  and  his  address  to  the  nation  on  that  subject,  (Decem- 
ber 26.) 

Circular  of  the  department  of  foreign  relations  and  government  of  the  re- 
public of  Mexico  in  reply  to  the  foregoing  protest  and  address. 

Second  pamphlet  published  in  New  York  by  Don  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega, 
containing  letters  of  the  nine  persons  who  are  disposed  to  aid  him  in  the 
.  effort  to  provoke  sedition  in  Mexico. 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  pamphlet,  containing  replies  to  Don  Jesus  Gon- 
zalez Ortega,  by  Mexicans  residing  in  the  United  States,  of  whom  he 
asked  their  opinion  ^bout  the  expediency  of  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of 
November,  1866. 

Another  replication  to  Don  J.  G.  Ortega's  pamphlets,  contafniDg  the  opinion 
of  several  Mexicans  now  in  armed  defence  of  their  country,  in  favor  of 
the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November  last. 

Beply  of  the  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  Don  Jesus  Gonzalez 
Ortega's  second  pamphlet. 

Article  from  the  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  republic,  containing  various 
letters  iutercepted  from  Don  Jesus  G.  Orten^a  and  Don  Guillermo  Prieto. 

Article  from  ti^  official  paper  containing  documents  on  the  same  subject. 


No.  1. 


DECREES  OF  BENITO  JUAREZ. 


niBTBT  or    KXTBRAAL    RELATXONt  AHD    GOWBKlfENT— DIPABTICBNT  OF  GOVKRNMBNT— SEOTIOir 

riSST. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  seen  fit  to  issue  the  following  decree  : 

Uenito  Juarez,  oonstitutional  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  to  the  inhabitants 
thereof: 

Be  it  known,  that  in  exercise  of  the  plenary  powers  conferred  upon  me  by  the  national 
coogren,  through  its  decrees  of  December  11, 1861,  of  May  3  and  of  October  27, 1863  ;  and 
whereas, 

Fiistly.  In  articles  78,  79,  80,  and  82  of  the  federal  constitution,  treating  of  the  period 
of  the  functions  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  of  the  manner  of  his  substitution, 
provision  has  been  made  for  a  new  election  of  a  President,  but  which,  in  fact,  has  not  been 
verified,  inasmuch  as  said  provision  did  not  anticipate  existence  of  a  state  of  war,  such  as 
the  present ;  anJ,  moreover,  as  the  enemy  at  the  present  moment  6ccupie8  a  great  portion 
of  the  natiunal  territory.  It  is  impossible  for  a  general  election  to  be  constitutionally  held 
ftt  the  ordinary  periods. 

Seccmdly.  That  in  those  articles  of  the  constitution  providing  for  a  substitue  for  th« 
Preddent  of  the  republic  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy,  it  was  provided  to  confide  the  executive 
inwer  of  the  presidency  to  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  to  act  in  the  only 
€att  foreseen,  during  the  interim,  until  a  new  election  could  be  had  according  to  the  oon- 
i^tatioD. 

Thirdlj.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  impossible  for  an  election  to  be  held  on  account  of  the  war, 
ViA  as  the  president  of  the  supreme  cr  urt,  were  he  to  enter  upon  exercise  of  the  functions 
of  the  executive  office,  would  do  so  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
extend  his  powers  beyond  the  limit  prescribed  by  a  literat  construction  of  the  constitution. 

Fourthly.  That  by  the  supreme  law  of  necessity  for  the  conservation  of  the  government, 
tiie  prolongation  of  the  term  of  office  of  the  President  and  of  his  substitute  wuuld  be  more 
<^oaformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  inasmuch  as  it  would  avoid  possibility  of  the 
gofemment  being  without  a  heid,  or  the  creation  of  rival  functionaries,  operating  one  in 
the  absence  of  the  other ;  and,  moreover,  because  conformably  to  the  popular  vote  the 
I^esident  of  the  republic  was  elected,  primarily  and  directly,  to  exercise  the  functions  of 
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the  execntive.  while  the  president  of  the  Bnpreme  caurt'was  elected,  prtmarily  and  dhrecOy. 
to  exercise  judicial  fanctloDS,  those  of  the  executive  being  iatrusted  to  him,  secondarily  and 
ad  interim,  in  the  case  of  absolute  necessity. 

Fifthly.  And  considering  tbnt  the  present  case  is  not  prorided  for  in  the  constitwtion, 
and  the  interpretation  of  the  provisions  and  spirit  of  the  constitution  belongs  exclosiyely  to 
the  legislative  power,  and  that  the  law  of  December  1 1,  1861,  confirmed  bf  repeated  votes 
of  eonfidence  by  the  national  congress,  has  invested  the  President  with  power  not  sabjected 
to  ordinary  constitutional  rules,  by  which  be  possesses  plenary  power  to  do  and  perform 
all  acts  which  he  may  judge  proper  during  existing  circumstances,  unrastrioted  save  as  to 
the  salvation  of  the  independence  and  integrity  of  the  national  territory,  of  the  form  of 
government  established  by  the  constitution,  and  of  the  principles  and  laws  of  reform — 

It  has  pleased  me  to  decree  as  follows : 

AsncLi  1.  In  the  preseot  condition  of  the  war,  it  becomes  necessary  to  extend,  and  are 
hereby  extended,  the  functions  of  the  President  of  the  republic  beyond  the  time  ordinarily 
limited  by  the  constitution,  until  such  a  period  at  which  the  executive  government  can  be 
turned  over  to  a  President  duly  elected  at  an  election,  which  shall  be  held  whenever  the 
condition  of  the  war  sball  admit  of  its  being  held  constitutionally. 

Aet.  II  For  a  like  reason  it  becomes  neooosary  to  extend,  and  are  hereby  extended,  tin 
functions  of  the  person  who  holds  the  position  of  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  j unties, 
beyond  the  time  ordinarily  limited  by  the  constitution,  in  order  that,  should  a  vacancy 
occur  in  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  he  may  be  enat>ied  to  fill  It  as  substitute. 

For  all  of  which  I  <nrder  this  to  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated,  that  force  be  given 
the  same. 

Given  at  El  Paso  del  Norte  this  eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  18(15. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

The  Citisen  Sroisfnui  Loldo  bi  Tvada. 


The  cltiien  President  of  the  republic  his  seen  fit  to  issue  the  following  decree  : 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexioo,  to  the  inhabitants 
thereof : 

Be  it  known,  that  in  exerdse  of  the  plenary  powers  conferred  upon  me  by  the  nationai 
congress,  throrgh  its  decrees  of  December  11,  1861,  of  May  3,  and  October  27,  1862,  and 
of  May  27,  1863  ;    and  whereas. 

Firstly.  The  citizen  Geneml  Jesus  Q.  Ortega  thought  proper,  in  July  of.  the  year  1863, 
to  assume  the  office  of  governor  of  the  State  of  Zacatecas,  and  abandoned  in  San  Luis  Potod 
the  office  of  constitutional  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice.     * 

Secondly.  For  this  reason,  following  the  precedent  of  coogre^s,  which,  owing  to  the 
vacancy  in  the  constitutional  presidency  of  the  court,  had  created  provisionally  a  president 
of  the  court,  the  government  at  the  city  of  Obihuahua,  under  d^te  of  November  30,  1864, 
declared  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  citizen  General  Ortega  should  continue  in  his  ca- 
pacity as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice 

Thirdly.  The  object  literally  expressed  in  that  resolution  was  to  avoid  poesibitity  of  the 
government  being  without  a  head,  and  gave  to  the  citizen  Oeneral  Ortega  a  definite  and 
recognized  title,  so  that  in  the  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  heoonld 
enter  upon  its  duties  as  substitute. 

Fourthly.  Not  being  contrary  to  this  motive,  as  he  could  fulfil  his  duties  in  any  part  of 
the  republic,  government  conceded  to  Oeneral  Ortega  on  the  30th  of  December,  1864,  a 
license,  which  he  prayed  for  on  the  28th,  to  proceed  and  bear  arms  in  the  cause  of  independ- 
ence within  the  interior  of  the  republic,  with  the  privilege  expressed  in  the  liceose,  ac- 
cording to  his  solicitation,  as  well  of  going  direct  through  Mexican  territory  as  of  passing 
is  transitu  through  a  foreign  land. 

Fifthly.  General  Ortega  departed  accordingly,  and,  nevertheless,  despite  the  express  tenor 
of  his  licfn^e,  and  in  the  place  of  passmg  in  tramitu,  has  resided  permanently  in  a  foreign 
country,  without  license  or  permission  so  to  do,  and  in  this  wise  abandoned  bis  office  of 
president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  under  the  grave  circumstances  of  an  actual  state 
of  war,  at  a  time  when  serious  casualties  have  happened,  and  still  may  happen,  by  some  of 
which  the  government  may  su£fer  the  inconvenience  of  being  without  a  head ;  yet,  in  ex- 
pectation  ot  his  return,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  name  another  president  of  the  court, 
who,  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  might  assume  its  func- 
tions as  substitute. 

Sixthly.  In  addition  to  responsibility,  incurred  through  offidai  vaoittion  of^  his  post  as 
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pf6rid«ot  of  tbe  oonrt,  b«  has  liktwise  Tio1at«d  the  rnlee  of  good  order,  inasmuch  as,  hold- 
ing a  position  as  geosral,  he  has  gone  to  reside  permanently  in  a  foreign  ooantry,  during 
oooUnoance  of  a  stitte  of  war,  and  thereby  abaodoned  the  oause  of  the  republic,  its  standard 
and  amy. 

Eighthly.  Considering  that  the  government  can  and  ought  to  declare  this  responsibility, 
with  the  power  and  ample  functions  delegated  to  it  by  congress,  not  In  opposition  to,  by 
applying  a  just  remedy  in  neoessary  cases,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution 
vith  regard  to  public  functionaries — 

I  decree  as  follows : 

Abtiou  I.  The  citiaen  General  Jesus  Oonsales  Ortega,  ioasmuch  as  from  his  having  taken 
up  a  permanent  residence  in  a  foreign  land  during  a  contiouance  of  actual  hostilities,  with- 
out license  or  commission  from  the  government,  has  rendered  himself  responsible  to  a  charge 
of  oflkial  dereliction,  in  voluntarily  abandoning  his  office  as  president  of  the  supreme  court 
of  jnstice ;  that,  when  he  presents  himself  upon  the  soil  of  the  republic,  the  government 
will  make  such  dispositions  as  will  establish  his  guiltineis. 

Abt.  XL  The  government,  employing  the  plenary  powers  delegated  by  cong^'ess,  and 
applying  article  104  of  the  constitution,  declares  that  cause  exists  to  proceed  against  the 
dtiaen  Jesus  Qonaalea  Ortega,  and  that,  when  he  presents  himself  upon  the  soil  of  the 
republic,  a  judicial  inquisition  will  be  bad  against  him  for  a  crime  against  good  order,  for 
that,  while  hokUag  the  position  of  a  general  in  the  army,  he  has  resided  permanently  and 
folontarily  in  a  foreign  land,  during  continuance  of  hostilities,  without  licen»e  from  the 
goremment,  thereby  abandoning  the  army,  its  standards,  and  the  cause  of  the  republic. 

An.  III.  Conformably  to  precedent,  established  by  oongren,  the  government,  in  exercise 
of  iti  plenary  powers,  will  nominate  a  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  to  serve  as 
t  tobstitute  to  the  president,  should  a  vacancy  occur  prior  to  the  time  when  the  office  shall 
be  turned  over  to  his  successor,  constitutionally  elected,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  war  will 
pernit  an  election  to  be  held. 

Por  all  of  which  I  order  this  to  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated,  that  force  be  given 
the  tame. 

Otven  at  Bl  Pisso  del  Korte  this  eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1865. 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

The  Citiaen  Sieastulw  Lhido  sa  Tvada. 


Prtted  nf  the  dtam  Jems  O.  Ortega^  praident  qf  the  tuprtme  court  <^Juttiee  qf  the  Mexican  rtpuhUCf 
agavut  the  decree*  ittued  by  Don  Benito  Ju«rez^  oniheBth  day  qf  Nooembtr^  1865. 

The  impolitio  and  disgraceful  act  consummated  by  Don  Benito  Jnares,  in  issuing,  through 
your  official  bands,  the  decreeis  of  the  8th  of  November  last  past,  has  placed  me  in  the  pain- 
fil  position,  aware  of  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  political  sHuadon  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  of  (notestf ng  before  and  In  the  name  of  the  nation  against  the  subject-matter  and 
iaport  of  those  manifestoes : 

Flistly.  For  that  they  are  against  the  express  provisions  of  the  polttloal  constltutfon  of 
ths  republic,  and  are  consequently  arbitrary.  Illegal,  and  void  of  effect. 

Beoondly.  For  that  they  create  a  dictatorship,  to  be  wielded  by  Benito  Juarez,  who  can, 
^  his  option,  supersede  one  of  the  federal  authorities,  sovereign  and  independent,  whose 
^Dictions  have  been  recognised  by  the  vote  of  the  nation,  In  this  wise  destroying  a'repub- 
lion  principle,  and  the  basis  of  legal  order — that  is,  the  form  of  gooemmeni  eetabUshed  by  the 


Thirdly.  For  that  they  are  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  powers  delegated  to  the  executive 
by  the  national  congress,  which  to-day,  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  a  war  with  France, 
Mared,  while  making  the  concessions  contained  in  the  decree  of  December  11,  1861, 
•^•reby  authority  of  every  nature  was  conceded  to  the  executive  to  Institute,  unrestrlct- 
ctily,  SQch  measures  as  might  be  considered  apt  and  proper  under  the  actual  circumstances, 
|bat  such  powers  were  to  be  exerted  with  a  sole  view  of  preserving  the  independence  and 
tategrity  of  the  national  territory,  the  form  ofpooemment  ettabiithed  by  the  eonatitution^  and  the 
ptiscip)«s  and  laws  of  reform.  Moreover,  the  law  of  October  27,  1862,  Imposed  a  positive 
'^■Mctioa  that  the  executive  could  do  nothing  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  Title  IV  of  the 
<^^oititution,  which  provides  tbat  the  President  has  no  power  to  declare  if  cause  exists 
•§iio«tany  public  functionary— a  restriction  conceived  and  set  forth  with  the  aim  of  pre- 
^"^iog  poasibiUty  of  the  President  abusing  his  power  to  the  detriment  of  constitutional 
Mthorfty. 

Fourthly.  For  that  the  decrees  aforesaid  seriously  compromise  the  independence  of  the 
p^tioQ,  robbing  its  defenders  of  a  legitimate  government,  which  alone  can  serve  as  a  rally- 
^  point  for  united  patriotism,  and  substituting  in  its  stead  an  illegal  UMurpation,  with  no 
BBore  force  In  authority  tlian  that  of  the  unoonstitutional  decrees  now  issued.      ^  x 
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Fifthly.  For  that  the  tone  of  those  decrees  is  iotultiDg  to  the  Bfexicdn  people,  Inttlhig 
for  principle  beneath  the  oonstitutiooal  banner,  as  from  a  perusal  of  their  text  it  may  be  in- 
ferred that  blood,  spilled  by  thousands  of  patriots  and  martyrs,  had  been  outpoured  with 
no  other  object  than  for  the  defence  of  the  person  of  Benito  Juarez,  and  that,  withont  the 
salvation  of  this  individual,  the  cause  of  Mexico  would  be  hopeless. 

Sixthly.  For  that  the  statements  set  forth  in  those  decrees  are  not  only  fbonded  upon 
sophistry,  but  contain  calumnies  affecting  my  personal  and  official  character. 

The  obligations  of  the  solemn  oath  assumed  by  me  as  constitutional  president  of  the 
supreme  court  of  justice,  in  accordance  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  hare 
been  so  far  observed  by  me  in  full  faith,  as  well  as  with  a  regard  for  the  popular  rights 
secured  the  nation  by  that  instrument,  as  the  nation,  when  again  recovering  full  exercise 
of  its  privilege,  must  hold  all  functionaries  to  a  striot  accountability. 

Eaoli  Pass,  Deembtt  21, 1866. 

JESUS  G.  ORTEGA. 

Don  Sebastiah  Lirdo  na  Tbjada. 


Ths  eitizeii  Jena  G.  Ort^a,  eondUiaionaTprMdint  of  (he  supreme  court  of  juatux,  to  Ae  Mrdean  naUm. 

MixroARS :  Don  Benito  Juares  has  issued,  at  El  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  8th  day  of  Kovem- 
ber  last  past,  through  the  intermediation  of  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  acting  as  min- 
ister of  relations  and  government,  two  decrees — in  one  extending  the  duration  of  his  own 
powers,  and  in  the  other  divesting  of  authority  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  jus- 
tice. Although  alleging  two  separate  pretexts  for  this  last  decree,  it  has  been  issued  with 
the  sole  and  exclusive  aim  of  arrogating  to  his  personal  action  the  election  of  the  vioe-pie- 
sident  of  the  republic,  a  penon  who,  by  the  express  terms  of  the  oonsUtution,  is  entitled  to 
and  should  succeed  to  the  exercise  of  the  supreme  executive  power  on  the  Ut  of  D«oemher 
following.  There  is  nothing  singular  in  this  step  of  the  SeOor  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  when  his 
past  political  career  has  been  called  to  mind.  It  must  be  remembered  that  he  was  one  of 
the  persons  participating  in  the  coup  d^ikU  of  Comonfort — a  bloody  page  in  the  history  of 
Mexico,  which  excited  the  scandal  of  the  world  Returning  to  the  soil  of  my  country, 
whitber  I  had  been  drawn  from  promptings  of  honor  and  duty,  and  where  I  had  to  come 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  office  which  I  had  received,  not  from  Benito  Juares,  but  throogfa 
the  spontaneous  ekpresslon  of  national  confidence,  the  first  spectacle  which  greeted  ray 
vision  was  its  genial  horizon  lowering  over  a  blood-stained  country,  strewn  with  the  rains 
of  a  political  edfice  previously  raised  at  so  dear  a  cost.  There  were  presented  to  me  two 
decrees,  foreshadowing  the  gloom  of  the  future.  Beneath  their  shadow  I  perceived  anarchy 
and  disorder,  an  outrage  upon  the  Mexican  people,  another  scandal  in  our  political  history, 
as  the  inevitable  consequences  of  acts  reprobated  by  morality  and  experience,  the  deeds  (^ 
men  who  have  prostituted  the  law  into  a  means  to  serve  thetr  personal  ambition,  instead 
of  administering  it  for  the  public  good.  They  revived  the  painful  reflection  niat  Mexicans, 
treasuring  confidence  in  the  purifying  influences  of  republicanism,  had  deceived  themselves 
when  th<3y  had  hoped  that  ignominy  had  forever  disippeared  from  their  midst,  leaving  be- 
hind it  but  a  melancholy  memory  of  previous  misdeeds. 

My  first  impression  was  to  postpone  all  action  for  the  benefit  of  my  country,  for  which  I 
would  have  spare  i  no  sacrifice,  whatever  n>ay  be  its  magnitude.  My  public  cireer,  here- 
tofore without  stain,  is  the  clearest  testimony  of  the  truth  of  my  sentiments.  Two  expedi- 
ents presented  themselves  whereby  to  extricate  myself  from  my  cruel  position.  Tlie  one 
was  to  remain  mute,  saying  not  a  word  against  the  il1eg>ility  of  these  decrees,  immolating 
myself  upon  the  altar  of  my  country,  retiring  to  some  foreign  land,  so  that  the  friends  of 
legality,  of  popular  right,  of  constitutional  privilege,  should  have  no  other  banner  to  rally 
around  than  that  set  up  in  this  arbitrary  manner.  The  other  was  to  protest  against  the^e 
decrees,  leaving  national  rights  intact,  yet  not  to  erect  a  new  standard,  for  this  might  gen- 
erate a  fresh  and  imprudent  scandal.  Neither  was  I  willing  to  absent  myself,  for  audi  a 
desertion  would  militate  against  principle.  Had  I  followed  the  first  suggestion,  I  would 
have  abandoned  rights,  not  my  own,  but  those  of  the  people,  transmitted  to  me  through 
their  votes ;  I  should  have  shirked  fulfilment  of  the  oath  taken  before  the  national  con- 
gress, and  avoided  performance  of  the  duties  of  my  official  position,  substituting  in  their 
stead  a  modest  Khame ;  I  would  ha^ve  abandoned  the  stmight  road  and  turned  atdde  into 
another,  whether  for  good  or  evil,  but  which  assuredly  was  not  the  pathway  of  duty  and 
honor.  Moreover,  it  would  have  resulted  in  leaving  the  country  without  a  l^^l  govern- 
ment, without  wh'ch  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  made  head  against  a  colossal 
enemy  ;  it  would  have  authorised  a  fresh  attack  upon  the  dignity  of  the  law,  without  which 
it  is  hopeUiss  to  anticipate  a  permanent  estnblishment  of  the  republic  and  of  national  tran- 
quillity. 

In  flyioptiog  a  second  course,  I  would  fulfil  my  duty  and  demonstrate  to  the  nation  that 
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I  vaa  not  a  party,  either  tacit  or  active,  to  the  blow  inflicted  upon  constitational  rights ; 
I  voold  «how  to  the  world  that  the  errors  of  two  men  were  not  ibone  of  the  nation,  whose 
ioternts  are  derived  from  a  more  elevated  origin— interests  which  Mexico  has  defended  for 
the  last  ten  years ;  and,  finally,  I  woald  pl:ice  myself  in  a  position  before  my  country 
capable  of  defendiog  my  conduct.  Neither  did  I  believe  that  persistence  in  silence  would 
better  the  military  condition  of  the  war.  Consequently,  I  determined  upon  this  last  line 
of  conduct,  and  directed  to  Don  Sebastian  de  Lerdo  de  Tejada  the  protest  against  the  uncon- 
stitotional  decrees  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

abuglb  or  thb  ooManrunoir.  ' 

An.  78.  The  President  shall  enter  upon  the  functions  of  his  office  on  the  first  day  of 
December,  and  continue  for  tbe  term  of  four  years. 

Abt  79.  In  the  temporary  absence  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  in  the  interim 
before  his  successor  qiuilifies,  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  shall  enter  upon 
and  perform  the  duties  of  that  office. 

Abt.  80.  If  the  a1}eence  of  the  President  be  absolute,  a  new  election  will  be  held,  in 
aooordance  with  the  provisions  of  Art.  76  ;  and  the  President  in  this  wi(»e  electt^l  will  per- 
form his  fonctions  until  the  last  day  of  November  of  the  fourth  year  from  tbe  time  of  his 
election. 

Ait  82  If,  from  any  cause  whatsoever,  the  election  for  President  is  not  held  and  pub- 
lished by  the  first  day  of  Decemlier,  by  which  time  the  vacancy  should  have  been  filled,  or 
tbit  tbe  cindidate  elect  should  fail  to  enter  upon  the  performance  of  bis  duties,  the  term 
of  tbe  previous  President,  nevertheless,  ceases,  and  the  supreme  executive  power,  during 
the  iDterim,  will  vest  in  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice. 

Ait  94.  The  members  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  upon  entering  upon  the  functions 
of  their  office,  shall  take  an  oath  before  congress,  or,  in  the  event  of  its  adjournment,  before 
the  permanent  deputation,  in  tbe  following  form :  **  Ton  do  swear  loyally  and  patriotically 
to  fill  the  office  of  magistrate  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  which  the  people  bave  con- 
ferred upon  you,  oonlormably  to  the  constitution,  and  regarding  only  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  union." 

Air  95.  The  office  of  magistrate  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  can  only  be  renounced 
for  grave  causes,  (par  emua  ffrave,)  qualified  by  congress,  unto  whom  the  renunciation  must 
be  preseuted,  if  during  its  adjournment  the  qualification  shall  be  made  by  the  permanent 
deputation. 

Tnxi  IV. — RuponnbiMn  qfjmblk/ttmiionariei. 

Abt.  103.  The  deputies  of  the  congress  of  the  union,  the  magistrates  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  cabinet  secretaries,  are  responsible  for  malfeasance  in  office,  and  for  the  derelic- 
tioDS  or  omiiisioos  which  occur  during  their  continuance  in  office.  The  governors  of  States 
are  equally  responsible  for  infractions  of  the  constitution  and  federal  laws.  So,  also,  is  the 
President  of  the  republic;  but  during  his  term  of  office  he  can  only  be  accused,  on  charges 
of  treason  against  the  country,  <if  egtress  violation  qf  the  eoruUtulion,  of  attacks  upon  the  elecU?e 
fraocfaise,  and  of  criminal  oft^nces  of  the  common  order. 

Abt.  104.  If  the  crime  be  of  tbe  common  order,  congress,  acting  as  a  grand  jury,  will 
<iedde  whether  thore  be  cause  to  proceed  against  the  accused.  In  tbe  case  of  a  regular 
decidon,  no  ulterior  proceedings  can  be  bad.  Should  the  decision  be  affirmative,  the 
•coined  will  be  suspended  from  office  and  subjected  to  the  action  of  tbe  ordinary  tribunals. 

Abt.  106.  In  cases  of  malfeasance,  congress  will  act  as  a  jury  of  accusation,  and  the  su- 
preme court  as  a  tribunal  for  judgment 

The  jury  of  accusation  will  decUrv  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  accused  by  a  majority  of  votes. 
If  the  accusation  be  absolved,  ibe  official  will  continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  office  ;  if 
s^i^ned,  the  offender  will  be  immediately  divested  of  office,  and  placed  at  the  disposition 
of  the  supreme  court.  Thi«  court,  erected  into  a  tribunal  of  sentence,  in  the  presence  of 
the  crimlual,  the  public  prosecutor  and  the  accuser,  if  any  there  be,  shall  proceed  to  pro- 
Mtmce,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  the  penaity  which  the  law  provides. 

Art  106.  Judgment  pronounced  for  responsibility  as  to  malfeasance,  no  pardon  can  be 
P*oted  the  transgressor. 

Abt  107.  RespouRibility  as  to  malfeasance  can  only  be  exacted  during  tbe  term  of  the 
oll^der's  office,  aAd  for  the  period  of  one  year  thereafter. 

Ait.  108  In  demands  of  a  civil  order,  there  Is  neither  process  nor  immunity  for  public 
functionaries. 

la  according  extraordinary  powers  to  the  executive,  by  reason  of  the  state  of  war,  oon- 
^e«,  iu  its  concessions  of  tlie  decree  of  October  27,  1862,  imposed  an  express  and  definite 
rft*triction  that  he  should  do  nothing  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  title  IV  of  the  constitu- 
tHm.    Hence  it  can  be  readily  surmised  that  congress  ha(^  other  objects  in  imposing  this 
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reetriotion  upon  the  ezecatiye  beyond  the  mere  oonseirstion  ci  constltatioiMl  order.  In 
placing  the  high  dignitaries  of  the  state  beyond  reach  of  presi<)ential  attack.  They  eri- 
dently  feared  that,  were  qu limited  power  placed  in  the  haads  of  the  execntive,  be  might 
proceed  against  some  faoctionary,  and  in  this  wise  prodnoe  internal  diaordar,  as  Jaares  has 
done  in  this  inntance,  oootrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  coostitution,  through  abuse  of  the 
powers  accorded  by  congress,  and  to  the  manifest  prt-judice  of  public  decency. 

According  to  article  95  of  the  constitution,  *'the  ofSce  of  magistrate  of  the  snpmne 
court  of. justice  can  only  be  renounced  for  grave  causes,  {per  oauaa  grtan,)  qoalified  by  ooo* 
gress,  unto  whom  the  renunciation  must  be  presented,  If  during  its  adjournment  the 
qualification  shall  be  made  by  the  permanent  deputation."  A  sufficient  answer  to  this  con- 
sists in  the  fact  that  I  have  not  renounced  the  office  conferred  upon  me  by  popular  suffrage, 
nor  has  any  grave  cause  been  urged  against  me  to  render  such  a  step  advisable,  and  con- 
sequently no  qualification  has  been  made  by  either  congress  or  the  permanent  deputation. 

I  have  quoted  the  preceding  provisions  of  the  constitution,  so  that  from  a  perusal  of 
their  text  the  enormity  of  their  infraction  is  apparent,  and  not  with  a  view  to  exhibit  the 
utter  worthlessnefs  of  the  pretensions  upon  which  are  based  the  decrees  of  November, 
wbich  attempt  would  be  an  insult  to  the  common  sense  of  the  general  public. 

In  the  decrees  of  Juarez,  and  the  circular  accompanying  them,  he  has  sought  to  furnish 
a  S'-imple  of  logic  and  explanation  of  our  constitutional  Uw.  To  theso  pnerila  expedients 
he  has  had  recourse,  for  want  of  l)etter  reasons  to  support  his  assumptions  Neither  as  a 
Mexican,  nor  as  a  magistrate,  do  1  wish  to  discuss  this  point ;  the  naticm  will  adjudicate 
upon  the  simple  narration  of  fact.  I  would  it  were  within  my  province  to  reveal  alt ;  it 
would  vin  liC'ite  my  conduct  and  place  Juarez  and  Lerdo  in  no  enviable  or  patriotic  light; 
but  national  interests  demand  my  silence. 

The  cotq>  ditat  of  Comoufort,  in  1857,  caused  Don  Benito  Juarez,  then  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  court,  to  enter  upon  the  executive  functions  of  the  Union.  Legal  order  established 
after  three  3  ears  of  civil  war,  congress  met  in  1861,  and  there  being  no  person  legally  enti- 
tled to  assume  the  functions  of  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy, 
by  reason  of  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  having  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  the  chief  executive,  an  election  whs  held  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  )tie  order  of  sucoeasion 
to  the  presidency,  and  in  accuniance  with  that  de4gn  I  was  elected  to  thd  presidency  of 
the  supreme  court  ad  interim.  About  that  period  I  had  been  elected,  by  the  popular  vote, 
governor  of  the  Slate  of  Zacatecas. 

After  Bssumiog  tne  prescribed  oath  of  office,  as  president  of  the  court  ad  inOrim^  before 
the  national  representatives,  I  proceeded  a  few  days  thereafter  to  the  city  of  Zju^tecas,  and 
assumed  the  governorship  of  that  State. 

Tbisoccuried  in  the  year  1861.  During  the  last  months  of  that  year,  and  the  earlier 
ones  of  lb62,  I  acted  alternately  as  constitutional  ^vernor  of  Zacatecas,  governor  and  mili- 
tary commander  of  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  military  commander  of  the  States  of 
Aguas  Calientes  and  Tamaulipas.  This  last  disposition  was  made  in  oonsequenee  ot  the 
state  of  the  war. 

During  all  this  time,  neither  the  nation,  the  permanent  depntation,  nor  congress  when, 
it  assembled,  perceived  that  I  had  abandoned  the  presidency  ad  interim  of  the  supreme 
court,  nor  did  they  detect  that  incompatibility  in  office-holding  which  Sefiors  Juares  and 
Lerdo  de  Teja«ia  seek  to  discover  by  a  resort  to  obsolete  constitutional  authority,  with  the 
aim  of  finding  out  that  wbich  has  no  existence  in  our  present  national  comp act. 

It  had  been  the  desire  of  congress  simply  to  select  a  person  with  an  acknowledged  mod 
legal  title  to  succeed  to  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  in  tbe  event  of  a  vacancy,  and  not 
an  individual  to  preside  over  the  ordinary  business  of  the  court  The  political  emergencjes 
of  the  period,  particularly  during  a  state  of  war,  demanded  the  recognition  of  a  person 
entitled  to  the  succession,  and  it  mattered  little  whether  he  was,  or  was  not,  governor  of 
Zacatecas. 

During  normal  times  it  might  have  proven  inconvenient  for  the  same  individual  to  eojny 
two  employments ;  still  the  constitution  is  silent  on  that  head,  and  neither  have  I  pretended 
to  fill  both  at  tbe  same  time.  The  war  and  the  state  of  the  country  governed  my  actions, 
and  not  my  own  inclinations,  for  my  honor  and  sense  of  dnty  to  my  native  land  have 
impelled  me  to  situations  wherein  I  could  render  myself  most  useful  to  my  country. 
Moreover,  I  have  ever  deemed  it  a  gratification  to  obey  the  summons  which  the  nation  ex- 
tends to  a  soldier  of  the  people.  I  have  referred  to  past  events,  not  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, but  to  cite  facts  patent  to  the  world,  and  ratified  by  popular  opinion. 

During  my  sojourn  in  Zacatecas  and  San  Luis,  at  a  distance  from  the  capit^il  of  the  repub- 
lic, a  popular  election  was  held  for  tbe  presidency  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  which 
election,  according  to  the  declaration  of  tbe  house,  resulted  in  my  elevation  to  that  dignity, 
notwithstanding  opposition  from  tbe  administration  of  Benito  Juarez,  with  all  its  power 
and  influence. 

When  elected  I  was  constitutional  governor  of  Zacatecas ;  and  notwitiistanding  that  fact^ 

Digitized  by  ^^ —  ^  ^  j.  ..^ 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  319 

on  my  trau^t  through  the  capital  of  the  republic,  I  took  tie  oath  of  office  and  entered  upon 
its  fanctions  for  a  day,  and  theuce  passed  on  to  assume  <^mmand  of  my  army  division  in 
the  department  of  the  east. 

:?hortly  after  I  took  command,  in  my  capacity  as  gencral-in-chief,  of  that  department, 
aod  a  very  little  later  officiated  as  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Puebia, 
which  I  held  nntil  the  middle  of  the  year  1863 ;  and  during  all  this  period  I  maintained  a 
lecond  cap  icity,  as  I  have  stated,  namely,  as  constitutional  governor  of  ZiCitecas. 

During  the  interval  of  my  respective  services,  neither  the  nation,  the  permanent  depu- 
tttioQ,  nor  congress  discovered  any  abandonment  on  my  part  of  the  presidency  of  the  court, 
neither  did  they  perceive  that  incompatibility  in  employments  concerning  which  so  much 
has  been  siid.     I  was  found  exactly  where  my  duty  as  a  soldier  summoned  me. 

Having  been  talcen  prisoner  on  the  plaziof  Puebia,  it  appears  that  some  propositions  were 
mide  in  the  house,  haviog  for  their  object  the  nomination  of  some  person  to  replace  me 
io  (ffice.  No  action  was  had  on  these  propositions,  as  my  nomination  had  been  made  for 
the  presidency  of  the  court  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  const! rution  ;  con- 
sequently the  appointment  of  any  other  person  would  have  been  invalid  on  account  of  its 
nDCQDstitutionality.  The  records  of  the  congressional  session  attest  the  truth  of  these  facts. 
Baring  obtained  freedom  through  an  escape  from  the  prison  of  Orizaba,  I  forthwith  hastened 
to  Sao  Lois,  where  I  found  the  government  located.  After  opening  the  supreme  court,  I 
directed  my  si*  ps  to  the  State  of  Zacatecas,  in  nowise  abindoning  the  presidency  of  the 
court,  as  has  been  malignantly  asserted,  but,  on  the  contrary,  complying  with  all  t^e  rules 
and  rrgulations  governing  the  internal  organization  of  that  body. 

At  ttje  time  of  my  march,  and  my  separation  from  the  court,  1  demonstrated  to  the  magis- 
trates that  my  escape  from  prison  in  nowise  compromised  my  parole  of  honor,  and  that  my 
ol^ect  was  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  struggle  for  the  independence  of  Mexioo,  whose 
salfstion  depended  rather  upon  feats  of  arms  than  upon  discu&iions  of  points  of  law,  and 
hence  I  was  anxious  to  present  myself  in  a  State  of  which  I  was  a  son  and  the  governor, 
to  impose  new  ob>tacIes  to  the  advance  of  the  invader.  My  colleagues  approved  of  my 
resolution.  A  little  later  was  conceded  the  license  I  solicited  ;  at  the  time,  I  was  still  gov- 
ernor of  Zicatecas. 

I  h^d,  on  many  occasions,  organized  the  troops  of  Zacatecas  and  commanded  them  through 
▼arious  successful  campaigns.  I  h  id  been  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  State  during  the  revo- 
htioQ  for  reform  and  the  establishment  of  public  order..  I  had  heen  a  governor  for  five 
jeirB,  and  was  so  at  the  time,  having  been  re-elected  by  the  popular  vote. 

It  was  natural  to  suppose  I  exerted  no  little  influence  upon  the  political  affairs  of  that 
population.  My  convictions,  and,  I  may  assert  without  fear  of  equivocation,  the  convic- 
tioos  of  my  oopatriots,  demanded  th<it  I  should  devote  my  energies  to  the  reorganization  of 
it«  troops,  to  oppose  a  bold  front  to  the  enemy  during  those  solemn  moments  of  the  country. 

It  is  but  rational  to  presume  that  the  government  of  the  union  would  have  been  actuated 
bj  iimilar  patriotic  convictions.  The  spectacle  of  the  national  drama  remained  unchanged, 
or,  if  it  had  changed  at  all,  the  aspect  had  been  rendered  more  melancholy  by  the  misfor- 
taoes  incurred  at  Mexico  and  Puebia ;  nevertheless,  personal  interests,  shielded  from  pub- 
lic scntioy,  overpowered  considerations  for  the  common  weal. 

During  anterior  years  my  permanent  presence  at  the  court  had  not  been  deemed  requi- 
nte,  neither  was  it  so  considered  when  I  lay  besieged  within  the  walls  of  PuebU.  But  in 
those  da^s  organs  of  the  popular  voice  were  on  the  alert,  keeping  constant  guard  over  the 
interests  of  the  state. 

The  government  worked  only  to  stultify  my  influence ;  it  operated  to  preclode  any  oppor- 
taolty  of  my  sharing  the  popular  destiny  through  rendering  fresh  services  to  the  country. 
The  cardinal  policy  of  all  its  acts  tended  towards  ulterior  purposes. 

Uy  poiiition  at  the  head  of  the  troops  of  an  influential  democratic  State  was  one  of  the 
moit  serious  obhtacles  Mexico  presented  to  the  invader  ;  it  served,  moreover,  as  a  sentinel, 
guarding  the  legal  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  so  that  the  offices  of  the  State  could 
ttot  be  disposed  of  as  if  they  were  in  the  hands  of  private  proprietors. 

The  administration  of  Seilor  Juarez,  instead  of  emplojdng  for  the  benefit  of  Mexico  the 
?reat  or  little  influence  which  I  possessed  in  Z  tcatecas,  commenced  intriguing,  in  a  private 
nanocr,  witu  a  view  of  removing  matters  and  persons  to  another  sphere,  in  order  to  neu- 
^^^itt  my  iufluenoe.  At  the  same  time.  SeQor  Juarez  indited  a  piivate  epistle  to  Don  Severo 
Code,  who  acted  as  governor  of  Zacatecas,  promiucg  him  a  continuance  in  office.  As  the 
teo<T  of  the  communication  was  of  a  private  character,  and  related  to  the  personal  opinions 
^  the  President,  the  patriot,  Sefior  Cosio,  answered  in  a  like  style,  assuring  him  that  my 
influence  in  the  State,  taken  in  connection  with  my  official  position  as  governor,  was  of 
importance,  if  not  abi^lutely  necessary,  did  they  desire  to  defend  the  integrity  of  the  State. 
Nevertheless,  the  intrigues  continued.  Shortly  after  came  commissioners  and  agents  of  the 
zu^ernneot,  who  tcnd»»red  proposals  of  command  to  the  general,  Don  Victoriano  Zamora, 
*uo  had  l>een  provisional  couatiiutional  jiovernor  of  the  saiJ  State  in  previous  years.     Civil 
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war  was  on  the  potnt  of  breaking  oot  in  Zacatecas  by  reason  of  the  prfyate  intrigues  of  Um 
government ;  and  this,  too,  at  a  time  when  the  French  army  was  penetrating  into  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country,  and  Zacatecas  was  standing  in  threat  uf  an  attack. 

The  government  was  well  aware  that,  should  it  declare  Zacatecas  to  be  in  a  state  of  siefe, 
with  a  view  of  appointing  a  governor  selected  by  it  to  supersede  me,  it  would  be  my  duty 
to  ol»ey  the  mandate ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  government  was  likewise  aware  that  sock 
an  act  would  be  reprobated  by  a  State  notoriously  jealous  of  the  exercise  of  its  privileges,  and 
one  which  contributed  the  most  towards  the  defence  of  independence  under  a  consticatlonal 
rSgime.  It  was  aware,  moreover,  thU  the  nation  at  large  would  recognize,  in  an  act  of  that 
nature,  the  motive  of  its  dictation  to  be  to  impair  my  popularity  ti>  serve  its  own  personal 
inclinations.  All  these  machinations  crumbled  to  pieces,  shaken  by  the  patriotism  and 
common  sense  of  the  people  of  that  section  of  the  republic 

The  country  disapproved  of  all  these  things,  for  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  discard  private 
interests,  and  to  concentrate eve^ry  energy  towards  the  public  welfare.  With  this  object  in 
view  a  deleg-ition,  composed  of  the  deputies,  the  licentiate  Don  Jofo  Maria  Caatro  and 
Colonel  Don  Jesus  Leora,  was  sent  to  the  city  ot  San  Luis,  there  to  address  the  govemmefit 
in  a  firm  yet  respectful  manner,  as  to  the  resolution  taken  up  by  Zacatecas  to  furoiih 
troops,  in  itn  sovereign  capacity,  in  accordance  with  its  population  and  dignity,  which 
forces  would  b^  placed  at  the  disp^)sal  of  the  supreme  government.  At  the  same  time  the 
delegation  was  charged  to  request  that  no  more  obsticles  should  bo  placed  in  the  way  of 
its  particular  government  when  endeavoring  to  ditKiharge  its  patriotic  mission  Fioallj, 
the  State  ngreed  to  guarantee  all  my  actions,  and  pledged  itself  to  pay  over  monthly  the 
assessment  levied  upon  it  as  a  u'ltional  contribution. 

The  general  government  had  previously  denpatcbed  agents  into  the  States  ostensibly  to 
act  as  collectors  of  revenue,  but,  in  reality,  to  impede  my  progress  in  the  work  of  ndciof 
troops.  Had  the  government  stood  in  need  of  resources,  the  delegation  were  prepared  to 
stipulate  as  to  payment  of  contributions,  under  the  proviso  of  having  the  amount  definitely 
determined.  The  delegation  had  interviews  with  Sen  }r  Juarez  and  some  of  bis  ministen 
without  arriving  at  any  satisfactory  conclu(>ion.  Nothing  could  be  more  natural,  for  they 
were  strenuously  opposed  by  two  ministers,  holding  secret  communications  with  the  enemy, 
as  was  shortly  afterwards  demonstrated  to  the  public  through  the  notoriety  of  their  treason. 
These  ministers,  in  treacherous  employ,  naturally  exerted  every  endeavor  to  damage  the 
republic,  and  through  complicatibn  of  affairs  to  augment  its  perilous  condition.  Never- 
theless, all  their  arguments  were  warmly  applauded  by  this  same  Seffor  Juares,  for  they 
flattered  his  vanity  by  eucournging  expectatims  as  to  his  prolongation  of  his  term  of  office. 

The  de6Dite  answer  received  by  the  delegation  was  to  the  effect  that  it  would  manifest 
to  me  that  the  government  had  no  inclination  to  recall  its  agents,  and  neither  did  it  stand 
in  need  of  troops,  as  there  were  sufficient  under  the  commainl  of  Generals  Doblado  and 
Uraga. 

The  delegation  conveyed  to  me  the  result  of  its  mission,  and  I  detected  the  hand  of  treason 
in  these  machinations  of  the  cabinet.  So,  was  it  possibie  that  the  defence  of  our  independ- 
ence demandt^d  no  further  soldiery,  when  aforeign  army  was  invading  the  national  domain? 
Did  no  necessity  exist  for  fresh  troop.<<,  when  the  army  of  the  east  h  id  been  disdpated  at 
Puebla  ?  My  conscience  dictated  perseverance  in  discbarge  of  my  duty  as  a  Mexican,  and 
as  governor  of  Zacatecas. 

Shortly  after.  Setior  Juarez  departed  from  the  State  of  San  Luis  and  proceeded  tA  that  of 
Coahuila,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  division  under  General  Negrete,  which  served 
him  as  nn  escort. 

About  this  time  the  deputy  Don  Trinidad  Garcia  de  la  Cadena  visited  Saltillo  on  a  mis- 
sion from  the  governor  of  Zacatecas  to  Sefior  Juarez.  Upon  conclnding  his  oflSdal  bosioeft 
he  was  invited  to  a  private  interview  with  Seiior  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  rela- 
tions and  government.  Thither  he  presented  himself,  and  received  from  the  minister  pro- 
posals flattering  his  ambition  as  to  a  military  command.  It  was  proposed  to  him  that,  upon 
my  first  absence  from  the  city  of  Zacatecas,  he  should  seize  upon  the  governorship,  sup- 
ported by  the  troops  beneath  his  command  as  a  colonel.  He  was,  moreover,  informed  tbat 
the  government  would  approve  of  thin  measure,  and  would  immediately  thereafter  forward 
him  his  commission  as  governor  of  the  State. 

Sefior  Garcia  de  la  Cadena,  a  native  of  Zacatecas,  who  had  rendered  the  country  signal 
service,  both  in  politics  and  the  army,  refused  to  accept  this  proposition,  objecting  tbat 
such  a  c  urse  would  excite  a  civil  war  witbin  a  State  upon  the  eve  of  invasion  by  foreiga 
force.  Nevertheless,  the  intrigues  were  not  as  yet  concluded.  The  same  Sefior  Cadena, 
while  communicating  to  me  the  narrative  of  his  ofHcial  mission,  remarked  :  **  I  have  noted, 
in  all  my  cimferences  at  Saltillo  with  tteflor  Lerod  de  Tejada  and  his  subordinates,  that  a 
strong  desire  exibts  for  the  disbandment  of  the  troops  which  you  have  organized  and  are 
continuing  to  organize.    They  fear  them,  because  they  also  dread  the  arrival  of  the  period 
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it  wbich  the  term  of  Juarez's  office  will  expire,  as,  of  course,  Sefior  Lerdo  desires  to  con- 
ttooe  in  dlschnrge  of  his  mlnisteral  functions." 

Mj  relations  in  the  general  government  were  apparently  in  concert  and  harmony.  The 
cooise  of  the  war  compelled  it  to  withdraw  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  form 
Zacfttecas,  and  experience  demons^ted  that  it  had  ample  need  of  the  forces  which  I  had 
been  eogaged  in  organising. 

In  one  or  two  months  I  raised,  and  equipped,  and  armed  a  strong  division  of  the  three 
MiDS  of  the  service.  They  had  been  raised  in  the  midst  of  these  numerous  intrigues,  and 
a^ost  the  inclinations  of  Senor  Juarez,  and  served  to  co-operate,  in  more  than  one  instance, 
meet  efficacioosly  for  the  salvation  of  his  person,  and  consequently  of  that  of  the  legitimate 
gOTemmeni,  beside  paying  implicit  obedience  to  orders  received  from  him. 

Herein  are  some  of  the  consequences  of  the  abandonment,  as  he  states,  of  the  presidency 
of  the  supreme  court  while  at  San  Luis. 

I  was  still  within  the  State  of  Zacateca*;,  at  the  head  of  the  division  I  had  organized,  when 
BKut  reliable  information  was  communicated  to  me  with  regard  to  the  contemplated  treason 
of  Don  JoB^  Lopes  Uraga,  who  commanded,  as  general- in-chief,  the  flower  of  the  republican 
trmj,  in  the  south  of  Jalisco. 

I  repeatedly  comnaunicated  this  intelligence  to  Senor  Juarez,  so  that  he  might  institute 
cfiective  measures  with  regard  to  this  general  and  avoid  the  destruction  of  our  army. 

General  Corona  possessed  a  command  under  the  immediate  orders  of  Uraga.  When  he 
beoune  aware  of  his  superior's  treason  he  demanded  his  passports  and  withdrew.  Passing 
through  ZMatecas,  he  entered  into  a  conversation  with  me  relative  to  this  treason. 

Corona  gave  to  the  government  a  minute  and  official  narration  of  the  affair,  and  placed 
the  maiiuecript  in  my  hands  for  transmission,  which  I  sent  forward  by  a  special  messenger. 
Thii  menenger  was  Captain  Don  Marcel ino  E.  Cavero,  an  officer  who  had  likewise  separated 
from  the  fioroes  of  Uraga,  and  who  was  charged  to  communicate  other  details  verbally  to 
tbe  govemment. 

Other  chie&,  coming  from  the  south  of  Jalisco,  successively  visited  me,  corroborating 
particulars  of  the  af&lr.  I  was  assured  by  all  of  them  that^ull  knowledge  of  Uraga's  con- 
templated treason  had  been  communicated  to  the  government  by  the  illustrious  and  patriotic 
Geaeral  Arteaga.  At  a  later  period  I  found  this  statement  Bubstantiated  in  an  autographic 
letter  of  tiiat  unfortunate  and  lamented  geoeral. 

General  Don  Felipe  B.  Berriozabal,  passing  through  tho  State  of  Zacatecas,  invited  me 
to  acooference,  with  the  intention  of  placeing  me  in  possession  of  facts  connected  with  the 
treason  projected  in  Jalisco.  Urgent  military  business  precluded  my  presence  at  the  pro- 
posed interview. 

General  Berriozabal,  without  Io6»  of  time,  pressed  forward  to  the  States  of  Coahuila  and 
Saevo  L«on,  then  the  seats  of  the  government. 

He  presented  himself  thither,  and  gave  most  conclusive  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the 
tresKOo  alluded  to,  as  that  was  the  object  of  his  mission.  He  did  more— he  denounced 
Ursga  to  the  government  as  guilty  of  high  treason.  Still  nothing  was  done.  Senor  Juarez 
made  but  a  single  reply,  saying  ;  **  That  If  Senor  Berriozabal  had  been  invited  to  partici- 
pate in  il^  projected  treason,  it  had  been,  doubtlessly,  done  as  a  test  of  his  firmness  and 
ooofUocy." 

Tbe  general,  taking  into  consideratiop  what  had  passed,  and  the  support  bestowed  upon 
tr^aby  the  Senors  Juarez  and  Lerdo,  withdrew  his  accusation  and  remitted  to  the  govern- 
ment a  communication,  very  respectful,  yet  expressed  in  emphatic  terms,  in  which  he  stated 
that  either  the  government  should  investigate  the  charges  made  agninst  him  by  Uraga,  or 
he  would  publish  documents  dishonorable  alike  to  Uraga  and  the  government.  His  demand 
vu  eomplied  with  and  Senor  Berriozabal  gave  to  light  the  commuoication  to  which  I  have 
allided  and  tbe  answer,  wherein  he  vindicated  himself,  preserving  in  obscurity  tbe  docu- 
Bcnte  to  which  he  referred.  Senors  Juarez  and  Lerdo  persistently  turned  a  deaf  ear  to 
oomplaiots ;  they  regarded  as  of  no  account  the  depositions  and  information  given  by  per- 
XMn  interested.  The  honor  of  Mexico,  the  morality  of  the  army,  the  salvation  of  the  ele- 
iBcnts  for  a  suocessful  defence  of  our  independence,  appeared  to  them  of  no  value.  It  was 
a  matter  of  policy  to  destroy  these  elements,  created,  as  all  the  world  knows  and  admits. 
^  the  States  of  the  confederation  through  their  individual  energies  and  resources.  It  was 
tbeolutely  necessary  to  demolish  the  sustenance  of  constitutional  order,  in  order  to  create 
other  eknents  and  other  agencies  with  the  aim  of  perpetubting,  when  the  time  arrived,' 
po*er  in  ibt  hands  of  Senor  Juarez.  I  state  this,  for  I  know  of  no  other  explanation  which 
cu  be  given  of  anterior  facts  Moreover,  I  am  authorized  in  this  statement  by  the  facts 
theaebres,  as  I  have  heard  from  the  very  lips  of  Senor  Lerdo,  when  he  says :  *•  The  deatruc- 
tios  of  existing  things  is  of  no  consequence  ;  great  causes  save  themselves.  Our  sole  ques- 
tion of  to-day  is  how  to  live." 

Brery  one  is  aware  of  the  manifold  means  at  the  disposal  of  a  minister  for  the  complica- 
tKm  <rf  a  politScal  situation,  whereby,  of  his  own  accord,  he  can  undermine  the  foundations 
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of  public  order.  The  secret  workings  of  hiB  cunning  may  eeoape  the  obstfvatSoiL  of  (fae 
multitude,  but  never  the  penetrating  criticism  of  the  historian.  NevertbeleflB,  how  mach 
more  easy  the  destructive  tasli  through  the  machinations  of  an  arbitrary  minister,  yened 
in  the  art  of  cajoling  the  vanity  of  a  dominant  executive. 

Located  in  the  city  of  Zacatecas  were  two  strong  divifdons  of  the  three  arms  of  ecrTke» 
with  a  formidable  train  of  artillery  ;  the  one  under  the  command  of  General  Doblado,  tke 
other  under  my  orders.  Both  divisions  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  government  when  itsav 
proper  to  use  them.  Although  both  of  these  corps  were  located  at  several  days'  maidt 
from  the  plaza  of  San  Luis,  an  order  was  given  to  General  Negrete  by  the  goyecamait  to 
assail  that  position  with  the  single  division  at  his  disposition. 

This  division  was  completely  destroyed  in  the  attack  ;  subsequently  the  division  of  Gen- 
eral Doblado  was  cut  up  by  piecemeal  at  Matehauala ;  a  little  later  m'ne  was  annihilated  at 
Majoma. 

At  a  conference  which  I  subsequently  had  with  Senor  Juarez  at  Monterey,  in  the  prei- 
ence  of  the  minister  of  war,  I  remarked  to  him  that  the  period  was  not  far  distant  when 
the  nation  would  hold  the  government  to  an  account  for  the  disastrous  manner  in  which  it 
had  frittered  away  the  material  for  the  national  defence,  through  dispersing  the  elesflolt 
of  resistance  by  fractions,  for,  whatever  may  have  been  its  intentions,  the  work  of  tbe 
government  bore  that  appearance. 

In  August  of  last  year  the  withdrawal  of  our  forces  and  of  the  seat  of  government  frooi 
Nuevo  Leon  and  Coahuila  was  determined  upon.  General  Negrete  had  then  charge  of  the 
ministry  of  war,  to  which  he  conjoined  a  double  employment  as  oommand^-in-chief  of  tbe 
army,  composed  of  two. divisions,  tbe  one  under  command  of  General  Alcade,  an<ji  tlie  other 
under  my  orders — the  same  that  I  had  raised  in  Zacatecas. 

In  the  city  of  Saltillo  I  received  orders  from  the  general-in-chief  to  march  to  the  Ponls 
de  la  Angostina,  at  the  head  of  tbe  two  divisions,  and  there  give  battle  to  t^e  eoceiy. 
should  they  court  it.  If  they  avoided  an  engagement  I  was  to  retire  the  same  night  in  tbe 
direction  of  the  villa  of  Mouclova.  I  obeyed  my  orders  and  accomplished  the  latter  oon- 
mand,  finding  it  impossible  to  execute  the  first. 

A  little  after  my  retreat  I  effected  a  junction  with  General  Negrete,  whose  headqoarteit 
were  at  Saltillo.  On  the  morrow  the  government  united  with  the  forces  and  jonmeyed  in 
company  to  the  hacienda  del.Anhelo.  Fiom  this  point  the  government  resol Ted  to  pro- 
gress, by  way  of  Parras,  to  Chihuahua,  carrying  along  with  it  General  Negrete,  whooffid- 
ated  as  minister  of  war. 

The  responsibility  of  saving  our  army  was  committed  to  my  charge,  although  in  an  indi- 
rect manner,  for  I  had  not  been  nominated  general -in- chief,  but  at^signed  to  the  command 
of  the  rear-guard,  following  in  the  wake  of  the  government.  Thin  drcumatance  is  to  be 
noted  as  explanatory  of  the  manner  in  which  I  was  forced  to  assume  the  responsibiiity. 

The  army  was  absolutely  destitute  of  commissary  stores,  while  the  military  chest  oon- 
tained  not  a  single  dollar.  Its  route  lay  over  the  most  inhospitable  and  uninhabited  sec- 
tion of  the  national  territory ;  for  the  greater  part  over  a  fearful  desert,  devoid  of  gnda 
and  forage  for  cattle.  Besides,  on  these  barren  plains  it  was  liable  to  be  attacked  and  cot 
to  pieces  by  the  French  forces  for  the  want  of  tbe  necessaries  I  liaTe  mentioned. 

It  is  likewise  to  be  remembered  that,  if  tbe  army  was  unprovided  with' a  dollar  to  mpfij 
its  absolute  necessities,  it  was  not  from  want  of  means,  which  could  haye  been  provided 
beforehand,  especially  as  two  months  had  elapeed  after  the  retreat  had  been  determined 
upon. 

The  government  had  abandoned  a  plaza  which  it  had  occupied  during  sereral  months, 
replete  with  resources,  as  was  that  of  Monterey,  where  it  could,  and  did,  avail  itself  of  tbe 
levenues  from  the  frontier  custom-houses  of  Matamoras  and  Fiedras  Negras. 

I  took  my  line  of  march  in  obedience  to  orders  I  had  received.  On  the  road  I  notified 
the  government  that  tbe  French  army  was  only  four  leagues  distant,  and  received  in  reply 
a  written  order  signed  by  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  saying  that  I  shonld  abandcm  all 
my  artillery  and  trains  and  limit  myself  to  saving  the  peraonnel .only  of  our  army,  to  efied 
which  I  was  free  to  take  any  measure  I  should  deem  expedient. 

i  remonstrated  energetically  to  Senor  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  that  acquiescence  in  the  order  I 
had  received  vould  in  no  way  result  in  saving  the  pertonnd  of  our  army,  inasmuch  as  we 
would  abandon  the  only  means  of  its  salvation  in  voluntarily  sacrificing  our  war  material, 
while  at  the  same  time  we  were  compromising  the  honor  of  our  arms.  I  said,  however, 
that  if,  notwithstanding  any  opposition,  the  government  should  insist  upon  observance  of 
that  Older,  it  should  l^  communicated  to  me  officially,  to  absolve  me  from  re^Kmsilnl^ 
My  argument  was  attended  to,  and  the  minister  answered  that  the  government  approved 
of  my  determination  not  to  antidpate  voluntarily  the  sacrifice  of  material,  but  to  await  tbe 
chances  of  a  battle.    The  French  army  avoided  a  conflict  at  that  time. 

I  continued  my  march  without  interruption,  losing,  it  is  true,  in  the  desert,  a  third  m 
fourth  fart  of  our  army,  hundreds  of  mules,  and  a  greater  part  of  our  mnnitionB  of  war 
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I  then  gaTe  notiee  to  the  grovemment,  located  at  the  vilUi  det  Almo  de  PArras.  that  I 
had  detected  Bymptoms  of  adiiisolation  of  the  forces,  as  well  from  scarcity  of  provisions  and 
stores  as  from  oonsequeQces  of  the  pri rations  endured  hy  the  army. 

To  avoid  that  calamity,  I  received  an  order  from  the  minister  of  relations  not  to  sepa- 
rate myttlf  from  the  hody  ci  my  troops. 

At  the  hacienda  of  Santa  Bosa  a  conncil  of  war  was  samrooned  by  the  government,  at 
which,  after  hearing  the  opinion  of  the  ministers,  I  received  the  appointment  of  oommandier- 
ia-chief  of  the  army. 

At  the  same  time  there  were  accorded  to  me  extraordinary  powers  to  procvre  a  supply  of 
metallic  currency,  of  which  the  army  stood  in  absolute  need,  with  the  restriction,  however, 
of  acting  on  this  point  in  concert  with  General  Patoni,  the  constitutional  governor  of 
Doraogo,  in  which  State  were  located  both  the  army  and  the  government,  wlio  would 
tfkd  some  arrangement  with  the  landed  proprietary  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  soldiers. 
Patoai  assured  me  of  the  impossibility  of  enforcing  contributions  upon  the  landholders, 
radooed  to  penury  through  the  hardship  of  the  war  If  this  were  true,  as  it  doubtless  was, 
it  only  went  to  aggravate  the  privations  of  the  troops,  caused  the  intentional  want  of  fore- 
aght  in  the  govemmefit.  It  was  noder  circumstatces  of  this  unavoidable  nature  that  the 
vmy,  whose  dissolution  was  inevitable,  was  placed  under  my  orders  as  commander-in-chief. 
Tbe  warmest  advocate  for  my  appointment,  as  I  learn  from  the  minister  of  war,  was  Don 
Sebattian  Lerdo  de  Tejada. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  if  the  condition  of  the  army  was  bad  when  it  commenced  its 
retnat  from  Anhelo,  it  grew  notoriously  worse,  as  was  natural,  from  the  causes  I  have 
idated. 

It  is  more  worthy  of  note,  that  when  I  took  charge  as  commander-in-chief,  the  coffers  of 
tbe  foveroment  oootaioed  thousands  of  dollars,  reserved  for  its  own  use  and  that  of  its 
oapjioy^,  whom  it  preferred  to  the  salvation  of  an  army  whose  privations  had  ascended  to 
a  point  of  heroism — an  army  which  had  been  rais<;d  at  a  heavy  cost  to  tbe  States  of  Du- 
nago,  Coahnila,  Nnevo  Leon,  and  Zacateoas. 

At  the  council  of  war,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  I  delivered  my  opinion,  in  terms  per- 
fectly ktelligible  to  the  government,  that  we  should  not  destroy,  by  piecemeal,  the  material 
QIMn  which  we  depended r  and  that  we  should  talce  advantage  of  tbe  extent  of  our  line  to 
kaxasB  a  Ibrmldable  enemy.  At  the  same  time  I  advised-  giving  battle  to  the  hostile  forces, 
regardless  of  the  point  of  attack  or  the  number  of  their  re-enforcements,  inasmuch  as,  in 
Uiii  Bianner,  if  fortune  proved  propitious  to  us,  we  might  capture  some  city  of  importance; 
and  if  the  reveise,  it  was  preferable  that  our  army  should  be  destroyed  through  chances  of 
wtf  rather  than  through  want  and  misery,  to  the  dishonor  of  the  government  and  our  arms. 

I  oommenced  my  march  from  Santa  Rosa,  and  posted  myself  between  the  States  of  Du- 
iiBgo  and  Zaoatecas,  both  occupied  by  the  invadipg  army.  A  few  days  afterwards  occurred 
the  battle  of  Majoma. 

The  fortune  of  war  caused  us  to  lose  one  of  two  points  occupied  by  our  troops  and  artil- 
lery.   I  retook  the  point  only  to  lose  it  again. 

The  death  of  the  bmve  Colonel  Fernandez  y  Villagranta,  who  commanded  the  battalions 
of  Zaoatecaa«  as  well  as  the  Ices  of  the  leaders  of  distinction,  and  particularly  the  wounding 
of  General  Don  Eogenio  Castro,  whom  I  had  ordered  to  lead  a  charge  of  cavalry,  introduced 
owfbsion  among  our  ranks,  which  disorder  was  soon  checked  through  the  ability  of  our 
offioen.  Under  fire  of  the  enemy  our  bodies  of  tbe  national  guard  remained  firm.  Even- 
ing approached  rapidly,  when  I  perceived  that  the  heat  of  the  conflict,  the  physical  proe- 
tratioQ  engendered  through  privation,  and  the  ma  ch  through  the  desert,  had  so  far  worn 
OQt  tbe  national  troops  that  I  ordered  a  retreat.  It  was  effected  in  the  most  orderly 
nuoner,  in  the  full  sight  of  the  Frendi  army,  who  dared  not  follow  us ;  consequently  we 
It^ft  behind  as  bat  a  portion  of  our  artillery  and  the  corpses  of  our  brave  and  patriotic 
militia,  whom  we  were  forced  to  leave  on  the  field  of  battle. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  narrate,  in  a  detailed  manner,  an  account  of  all  that  befell  us 
vpOQ  that  disaatrous  day,  fia  those  matters  I  have  already  ofllcially  reported  to  the  govem- 
Bttat  My  object  is  merely  to  connect  the  thread  of  events.  Our  forces  retired,  in  the  best 
ponble  Older,  to  the  town  of  San  Miguel  del  Mezquital,  and  disbanded  during  the  night  of 
tbe  same  day  on  which  occurred  our  reverses  at  M^oma.  No  discipline  could  have  averted 
this  final  calamity.  Every  man  conceived  that  he  had  discharged  his  duty,  and  that  the 
var  ooald  be  more  suocessfuUy  carried  on  in  detached  bodies.  The  only  aspect  for  a  con- 
tmy  course  {nesented  to  them  seeowd  that  of  privation  and  the  desert.  Sefior  Juarez  was 
at  that  time  in  the  town  of  Mazas,  awaiting  the  result  of  my  expedition,  where  he  was 
^ted  by  more  than  a  hundred  leaders,  desirous  of  receiving  facilities  and  orders  to  oon- 
tine  the  campaign  under  other  auspices.  But  he  did  not  wait  their  action,  for,  aware  of 
the  disastera  occurring  to  our  foroes,  he  withdrew  to  Chihaahna,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
I^Hoes  from  the  place  we  oocupled. 
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I  committed  the  insignificant  remnants  of  onr  national  forces  to  tite  charge  of  GeneiBli 
Quesada  and  Caryajal,  nntil  the  government  could  make  some  disposition  of  them. 

I  gave  the  official  notice  to  which  I  alluded,  and  received  an  acknowledgment,  which 
ordered  me  to  transfer  the  relic  of  our  army  to  General  Patoni,  which  I  did.  In  the  yertial 
conforenco  which  I  had  with  the  government.  I  made  known  to  it  that  there  still  remained 
at  its  disposal  a  small  escort  of  cavalry  which  accompanied  me  This  I  regarded  as  my 
duty,  and,  after  a  lapse  of  two  or  three  days,  I  received  an  order  to  ttiat  effect,  which  I  ful- 
filled. Tacitly  I  remained  awaiting  orders,  as  a  general,  from  the  government;  but  this 
suspense  in  nowise  suited  me,  so  I  notified  it  that  I  held  myself  ready  to  obey  oiders,  and 
that  such  disposition  could  be  made  of  my  person  as  suited  official  inclination.  I  had  no 
military  commi^on  to  fulfil,  and  did  not  even  possess  an  escort. 

I  would  add  to  these  particulars  many  other  details  respecting  the  charge  made  by  the 
government  in  one  of  its  decrees,  that  **  while  holding  the  position  of  a  general  in  the  army 
I  had  gone  to  reside  permanently  in  a  foreign  land,  during  continuance  of  hostilitlea,  with- 
out license  from  the  government,  and  therein  abandoning  the  army,  its  standards,  and  the 
cause  of  the  republic,"  and  which  is  likewise  called  the  official  dereliction  of  Tolontarily 
al>andoning  the  presidency  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice.  A  portion  of  the  statements 
which  I  intend  .setting  forth  can  be  substantiated  by  reputable  persons,  some  well  known 
in  the  State  of  Chihaahua,  and  others  of  a  world-wide  repute.  Other  assertions  bear  the 
saoction  of  the  government,  and  all  observations  I  shall  make  are  dedudble  frooa  the  state 
of  facts.  I  arrived  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua  after  the  disaster  at  llajoma,  some  time 
towards  the  end  of  September,  1864,  and  remained  in  that  State  until  the  end  of  Febtnary, 
1S65,  when  I  departed  for  a  foreign  country  Duiing  all  this  period,  in  Chihuahua  was  the 
seat  of  the  general  government,  and  for  more  than  three  months  of  the  time  above  named 
I  resided  in  the  same  city  with  the  administration.  During  this  period  of  ioactiTitj  I  was 
tendered  no  command  of  troops  to  defend  "the  standard  and  cause  of  the  repablic;*' 
neither  was  I  offered  any  military  commiKsion,  great  or  small,  nor  did  I  receive  any  inti- 
mation as  to  the  manner  in  which  my  services  and  good-will  could  be  rendered  of  value  to 
my  country,  althoogh  I  ardently  desired  employment,  if  only  for  the  sake  of  appearances. 

Ihe  government  had  no  desire  to  furnish  me  with  troops,  and  in  this  wise  deprived  me 
of  opportunity  to  add  to  my  influence  beneath  a  military  title;. it  pieferred  leaving  me 
without  positive  support,  and  was  blind  to  the  privileges  accorded  to  me  by  the  law. 

About  this  time  it  bec&m«4ncumbent  upon  the  executive  either  to  relinquish  his  fuoodons, 
according  to  constitutional  provision,  or  to  furnish  such  an  explanation  of  the  law  as  woold 
warrant  him  constitutionally  to  prolong  his  term  of  office  for  another  year. 

The  30th  of  November,  1864,  arrived,  and  terminated  four  years,  dating  from  the  elecUoa 
of  Sefior  Juarez.  On  that  day  I  addressed  a  communication  to  tiiat  high  functionary, 
through  the  medium  of  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  in  his  capacity  as  minister  of  gov- 
ernment, inquiring  whether  it  was  his  intention  on  the  following  day  to  pass  over  the  ex- 
ecutive power  to  me,  as  it  had  ceased  by  legal  limitation  ;  or,  if  the  contrary  was  his  deter« 
mination,  I  told  him  to  bestow  upon  the  constitutional  law  such  an  interpretaticm  as  be 
might  deem  proper,  whereby  we  could  avoid  anarchy,  strengthen  the  exercise  of  the  fonc- 
tions  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  leave  intact  the  constitutional  law — a  law 
sustained  by  the  blood  of  the  Mexican  people  during  a  period  of  eight  years  in  warfiare.  To 
such  a  conception,  I  added,  I  would  be  among  the  first  to  give  my  acquiefK^nce.  Tliia  he 
grave  me  on  the  same  day,  November  30,  accompanied  by  a  note  which  had  been  agreed 
upon  at  a  meeting  of  the  cabinet,  and  which  bore  the  signature  of  Sefior  Sebastian  Leido 
de  Tejada.  It  decided  that  the  constitutional  term  of  office  of  President  Juarea  did  not 
conclude  in  that  year,  (1864,)  but  would  expire  on  the  30th  of  November,  1865,  according 
to  the  provision  of  the  constitution.  And,  notwithstanding  this  decision,  he  claims  to  con- 
tinue exercising  the  functions  of  President,  according  to  the  self-same  provii^ion  of  the  con- 
stitution which  he  has  previously  interpreted  to  have  closed  his  career,  at  the  fnrthermoel 
upon  the  30th  day  of  November,  1865. 

I  will  insert,  at  this  point,  the  exact  words  employed  by  the  minister  in  his  ofiScial  note, 
in  making  his  deductions  from  the  premises  he  had  laid  down :  **  For  which  reason  it  is 
decided  that  the  term  of  office  of  the  oitiaen  President  of  the  republic  does  not  expire  nntQ 
the  30th  day  of  the  next  year,  1865,  eon/ormabliy  to  the  endaU  and  literal  temr  </  mrtkU  80  ^ 
the  eoMtUution." 

In  the  same  communication  he  declared  me  premdent  of  the  court  I  did  not  pretend  to  this 
declaration,  for  I  stood  in  no  need  of  it,  and  neither  the  condition  of  afiG&irs  at  this  epoch, 
nor  the  interests  of  Mexico,  demanded  it.  I  had  been  appointed  by  the  nation  oonstitn- 
tional  president  of  the  court  in  1862,  and  the  house  had  declared  me  to  be  such  in  a  most 
solemn  manner.  The  decree  containing  this  declaration  had  received  the  sanction  of  tiie 
executive  and  been  published  throughout  the  republic. 

Neither  popular  opinions  nor  the  councils,  municipalities,  goveraon,  and  legislatorefl  of 
States  entertained  the  least  doubt  upon  the  fiict  of  my  election,  and  of  my  being  president 
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of  the  court  To  the  nation  belonged  the  right  of  appointing  supreme  aoihoritiee,  in 
aooordanoe  with  tbA  fnndamental  law,  sole  eooroe  and  fountain  of  authoritj  with  us.  I  did 
not  therefore,  require  any  other  appointment  or  declaration,  and  especially  one  suited  for 
the  conyenienoe  of  SeHors  Lerdo  de  Tejada  and*  Juarez  in  their  prospects  for  a  future  date — 
prospects  whose  tendencies  were  far  from  the  conserration  of  the  purity  of  the  law,  intrusted 
by  the  nation  to  the  guardianship  of  Sefior  Juarez. 

The  main  object  of  the  declaration  was  the  destitution  of  the  president  of  the  court 
elected  by  the  people,  and  the  substitution  of  one  appointed  by  Don  Benito  Juarez,  who 
might  haTe  the  power  of  removing  him  at  his  individual  pleasure. 

Such  had  been  the  intention  of  the  goremment  ever  since  it  had  left  the  city  of  San 
Lois.  Latterly  it  had  suffered  no  opportunity  to  escape  it  to  compass  its  design^  even  when 
the  opportunities  MUed  to  bear  the  imprint  of  patriotism. 

In  this  wise  the  government  acted,  upon  its  arrival  within  the  States  of  Nuevo  Leon  and 
Oiihmhua,  when  issung  a  decree  summoning  a  reunion  of  the  magistrates  comprising  the 
court  The  summons  found  me  at  the  h^d  of  my  division,  battling  with  the  French 
troops  within  the  interior  of  the  republic. 

It  was  apparent  that  the  sole  motive  for  the  decree  was  the  appointment  of  a  president  of 
the  court,  who  should  owe  his  nomination  and  creation  to  the  President  of  the  republic, 
and  thereby  remove  the  prestige  derived  from  a  popular  election  from  the  person  who  might, 
through  emergency,  act  as  the  substitute  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation.  But  the 
decree  fidled  of  effect.  Out  of  respect  for  the  position  I  occupy,  out  of  respect  to  the  dignity 
of  the  nation — the  only  source  whence  can  come  nominations  of  supreme  authorities,  and 
their  destitution  conformably  to  the  law — I  have  preserved  intact  the  charge  reposed  in 
Be  by  the  voice  of  the  people.  Consequently,  in  my  official  eorrespondence  with  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  republic,  I  maintained  the  title  conferred  upon  me  by  my  fellow-citizens  as 
president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice. 

The  determiuation  of  the  government  to  continue  in  office  one  year  longer  was  acquiesced 
in  by  me,  as  I  had  previously  anticipated  that  action,  and  my  object  had  been  simply  to 
obtain  a  construction  of  the  spirit  of  the  law  which  might  become  a  definite  and  decisive 
opinion. 

I  did  not  aecept  office,  neither  do  I  continue  to  hold  it,  simply  for  the  cause  of  self- 
gratification  ;  during  more  glowing  and  less  fluctuating  periods,  ^en  fortune  smiled  upon 
me  with  pie  ising  aspect,  I  could  have  obtained  official  dignities,  if  not  in  a  manner  pre* 
scribed  by  the  law,  at  least  in  such  a  way  as  the  law  would  countenance  in  a  successful 
leader,  during  the  stormy  hours  of  revolutionary  transitions.  But  I  have  ever  abided  the 
•aodion  of  the  popular  will,  as  ezpre8<>ed  in  acoordance  with  the  fundamental  law.  At 
that  time,  as  now,  I  have  only  aslied  that  respect  be  paid  to  the  law,  as  a  foundation-stone 
in  the  column  sustaining  our  institutions,  beneath  the  shade  of  which  we  shall  progress  in 
greatneas,  as  has  been  done  in  the  great  republic  from  whose  borders  I  indite  these  sentences. 

My  official  communication  and  the  answer  from  the  government,  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
were  published  in  the  Stale  journal.  There  was  not  the  remotest  possibility  of  establishing 
the  court  at  the  city  of  Chihuahua,  as  all  the  magistrates  were  at  a  great  distance,  save  the 
licentiate  Don  Manuel  Ruiz.  I  had,  as  I  have  observed,  no  military  commission  for  active 
duty.  In  order  to  avoid  imputation  of  doing  aught  to  the  disparagement  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  fearing  lest  my  political  influence  might  be  seised  upon  to  sanction  meetings, 
ostensibly  for  social  purposes,  but  in  reality  to  distract  public  opinion,  I  withdrew  myself, 
as  it  wera,  from  commingling  with  the  world,  and  sacrificed  the  pleasure  of  a  sodal  state, 
notwithstanding  the  hoftpitable  reception  tendered  me  by  the  chivalric  inhabitants  of  that 
illustrious  and  democratic  State. 

From  Chihuahua  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  President,  Juarez,  under  date  of  December 
28,  18S4-.     No  reference  is  made  to  this  letter  in  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November. 

In  this  epistle  I  stated,  that  having  terminated  the  business  which  called  me  to  that 
city — that  is,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  his  official  term  of  service  had  ceased— I  found 
myself  without  employment  since  the  early  days  of  October,  when  I  had  received  orders  to 
pass  over  the  forces  to  General  Patoni ;  that  1  had  not  installed  the  court,  and  found  it 
impossible  so  to  do,  and  that,  inasmuch  as  the  state  of  afl^rs  might  retult  m  a  mni ,  from 
the  fact  of  tkt  PrttideiU  of  the  rtpiMie  and  presidaU  qf  the  court  hmng  in  one  cUy  m  company^  and 
habU  to  eeptun  by  the  French  foreei,  by  ntrpriee  or  othermee^  and  m  Ihie  way  leavt  the  natitm  without 
a  head,  I  n  quested  to  be  granted  a  license  as  president  of  the  court,  and  a  passport  as  a  ' 
soldier,  to  take  my  way  towards  the  interior  of  the  republic,  or  to  any  of  the  populations 
on  the  sea-coast,  or  to  travel  by  sea  to  a  foreigpii  country,  as  I  should  esteem  suited  to  my 
convenience,  and  with  the  object  of  continuing  to  serve  my  country.  I  transmitted  this 
letter  of  solicitation  officially,  omitting  only  those  passages  above  printed  in  UaHee,  which 
I  did  not  think  suitable  to  be  incorporated  in  a  public  letter,  notwithstanding  they  set  forth 
the  most  cogent  reasons  for  urging  my  solicitation. 
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My  oommimioatloii  was  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  eabliiet  and  acted  upon,  aa  wtm  natonil 
to  anticipate. 

On  the  29th  Sefior  Jaarea  answered  me  in  r^y,  saying:  ** There  has  heen  coooeded  to 
yon  the  license  and  passport  yon  soHdted,  and  at  the  earliest  opportunity  the  respectiii 
ministers  will  forward  yon  the  documents  indicated." 

On  the  SOth  I  reoeiyed  the  liceose  gpranted  to  me  as  president,  of  the  supveme  oooii  imn 
the  minister  of  justice,  together  with  a  passport,  issued  by  the  minister  of  war. 

I  insert  this  last  document  at  length,  because  in  the  decrees  of  Benito  Jiiares  an  isfeea- 
tiooal  omission  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  Uot  of  my  having  a  mUitarj  paaiport 
when  I  left  the  country,  so  that  an  accusation  could  be  brought  against  me  that  **  I  bad 
gone  Tolnntarily  to  reside  in  a  foreign  country  during  the  oontiUinanoe  of  hoetilitiea without 
a  license  from  government,  thereby  abandonUig  the  army,  its  standard,  and  the  onnaeof  tiM 
r^oWic." 

SWBITAET  or  ilAR,  DlPAmXIflMT  OF  WAB  AXD  MAKUm— SBOnCM  1IB0T. 

Upon  this  date  the  minister  of  justice,  protection,  and  public  order,  makes  known  to  ths 
citizen  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  Justice  as  follows : 

**  In  accordance  with  your  petition,  relative  to  having  a  license  granted  to  yon  as  pres- 
ident of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  to  pass  to  a  point  unoccupied  by  the  enemy,  with  tbe 
aim  of  continuing  to  defend  in  arms  tbe  independence  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  the  citi»B 
President  has  seen  fit,  in  accordance  with  a  meeting  of  the  cabinet,  «to  acoord  to  you  that 
license  for  a  definite  period,  or  until  you  present  yourself  at  the  seat  of  the  government,  or 
when  the  government  shall  call  upon  you  to  returu,  or  bestows  upon  you  some  oommiaooB— 
leave,  in  the  mean  time,  to  proceed,  either  directly  or  by  trH versing  the  sea,  or  thioogfa 
some  foreign  country,  to  points  of  the  Mexican  republic  unoccupied  by  the  enetay,  so  tb«l 
you  can  continue  defending  the  national  independence  with  tbe  forces  you  can  Tnise,  with 
the  understanding  that  in  all  military  undertiU^tngs  you  institute  you  are  to  act  in  ccmcert 
with  the  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  respective  States,  or  with  the  leaden  of 
the  republican  forces,  so  that,  in  conjunction  with  those  raised  by  you,  you  can  harais  the 
enemy,  but  subordinate  to  tbe  officers  of  the  supreme  government,  or  to  the  ageats  to  whom 
such  power  has  been  del»gated. 

**  I  convey  to  you  the  official  answer  to  your  solicitation  of  28th  of  the  last  moaUi,  aad 
I  have  the  honor  of  corresponding  with  you  for  the  purposes  mentioned.  It  is  trannitted 
to  you  on  behalf  of  the  department  of  war. 

**  Independence  and  liberty !    Chihuahua,  the  SOth  of  December,  1864. 

**M.  NEaBETfi. 

'*The  General  of  Division  Jisus  O.  Oetioa,  Prtterd/* 

From  the  literal  tenor  of  the  document  inserted,  it  can  be  adduced — 

Firstly.  That  I  had  a  license,  as  president  of  the  court,  and  a  passport  as  a  aoldier,  la 
traverse  f<»eign  countries.  Subsequently  will  be  shown  the  reasons  inducing  me  to  dwell 
outside  of  the  country. 

Secondly.  I  had  no  definite  orders  to  raise  this  or  that  force,  or  to  collect  together  tbe 
elements  of  warfiare  within  this  or  that  perod  of  time ;  neither  was  there  any  time  fixed  for 
my  reaching  Mexican  territory,  after  traversing  the  sea  and  sojourning  in  foreign  lands, 
with  the  sole  provision  of  defending,  upon  the  national  territory,  the  independence  of  tbe 
State,  leaving  me  free  to  proceed  to  any  point  which  I  might  consider  the  most  proper. 

Thirdly.  The  license  accorded  to  me.  in  pursuance  of  the  decision  of  the  cabinet,  was  kg 
an  indefinite  period  of  time,  either  until  I  should  present  myself  at  the  seat  of  goveramaat^ 
or  be  recalled,  or  have  some  official  charge  conferred  upon  me,  thereby  demonstFatiog  that 
neither  as  president  of  the  court  nor  as  a  general  in  the  army  wrae  my  services  (m  the 
moment  required  ;  yet,  nevertheless,  it  is  apparent  that  in  either  or  both  of  these  capacitiei 
my  absence  at  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  government  was  desimble. 

Fourthly.  The  government,  instead  of  giving  me  authorisation  to  raise  foroes  in  any  part, 
or  to  collect  war  materials  at  a  definite  position,  as  it  had  done  for  a  hundred  other  per- 
sons, and  notably  for  guerilla  chiefs,  destitute  of  popular  morality,  issued  to  me  a  simple 
passport  for  the  purpose  of  travel,  inserting,  however,  a  provision  that  the  foroes  wlkicfa  I 
might  raise  should  act  in  conjunctiou  with  the  governors  and  military  commanders,  and 
with  tbe  chiefii  of  the  republican  forces,  without  interference  with  the  exercise  of  military  aod 
political  functions  of  the  officers  of  the  supreme  government  or  their  delegates ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  the  government  precluded  possibility  in  my  laising  of  forces,  for  how  could  a  gof- 
emor,  having  lost  the  capital  of  his  State,  secure  resources  or  noaterial  to  make  beadagaiait 
an  emergency  ?  What  faculty  had  he  to  procure  them  agaiof»t  delegated  authority,  where 
power  so  to  do  had  been  denied  by  the  supreme  government  of  the  union  f  Could  a  dele- 
gate of  the  government,  or  even  his  subordinate,  sustain  me  when  my  circle  of  action  was 
reduced  and  limited  7    Could  there  be  placed  at  my  orders  a  solitary  captain  of  guerillai, 
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who  miglit  serre  as  a  oenire  for  forces  which  I  might  raise  and  (ttMipline  for  a  larger  body, 
wheo  the  goTemment  provided  ia  my  passport  that  I  should  act  in  conjanctioa  with  him  ? 

I  have  demonstrated  that  I  had  io  my  posseesloQ  a  license  to  traverse  the  seas  to  a  foreiga 
eooatry.  I  have,  moreover,  demonstrated  that  I  was  recognised  by  the  nation  as  presi* 
deat  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  a  duty  which  I  could  not  exercise  in  a  judicial  captcity, 
throogh  the  impoflsibilty  of  convening  the  court,  but  a  position  which  I  considered  solely 
••  the  substitute  President  of  the  republic,  according  to  the  provinions  of  the  law.  I  have 
moreover,  demonstrated  that  I  had  no  military  employment,  ^either  army  nor  forces,  be 
their  number  ever  so  small,  nor  even  the  material  of  warfiare,  thanks  to  the  official  opposi- 
tion of  the  government. 

I  was  not  annoyed  at  this  disposition  in  the  executive,  for  I  expected  and  was  prepared 
far  it  The  services  which  I  had  rendered  to  my  country  had  bestowed  upon  me  influence, 
and  that  inflnenoe  opposed  personal  aggrandisement.  In  remembrance  of  recent  transac- 
tioos— transactions  which  had  presented  to  me  many  difficulties,  which  I  had  surmounted — 
I  was  induced  again  to  proffer  my  sword  to  my  unfortunate  country. 

In  view  of  intelligence  from  the  interior,  and  of  the  disposition  of  the  government,  I  de- 
ternined  to  retire  to  a  distance  from  it.  I  distrusted  myself.  I  was  uncertain  of  that  which 
WIS  best  for  the  future  of  Blexioo.     I  desired  to  be  perfectly  correct,  and  sought  light. 

I  addresKd  myself  for  counsel  to  two  illustrious  and  patriotic  citisens  in  whom  I  had 
coaidence,  mod  who  formed  a  part  of  the  circle  of  the  government  of  Senor  Juarez  as  his 
■oit  sealoos  partisans,  and  I  supposed  them,  as  was  natural,  cognisant  as  to  the  emergen- 
ciei  of  the  times.  Moreover,  they  were  clothed  with  an  official  capacity  as  members  of  the 
feoemi  cong^ross.  They  were  Senors  Don  Guillermo  Prieto  and  Don  Francisco  Urquldi. 
Both  were  of  an  opinion  that  my  best  course  was  to  proceed  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
iaanach  as  from  a  port  in  that  country  I  might  journey  to  Aeipulco.  by  the  way  of  the 
iMhmus  of  Panama,  and  thence  enter  the  republic  from  the  Pacific  coast,  and  in  the  mean 
whfle  I  might  ascertain  in  the  great  republic  what  could  be  done  for  the  Mexican  people. 

I  aooepted  the  suggestion  and  commenced  my  journey.  Permit  me  to  remarlc  that  the 
govenufent  was  in  nowise  ignoraut  as  to  the  course  I  had  adopted  ;  on  the  contrary,  when 
I  reidMi  the  costom- house  at  the  Paso  del  Norte,  I  found  an  order  to  pass  my  baggage  to 
the  United  States,  which  had  been  granted  at  the  solicitation  of  my  friends. 

Tbenoe  I  went  to  Santa  F^,*  capital  of  New  Mexico.  The  authorites  of  that  Territory 
Moraed  me  of  the  presence  there  of  h  stranger,  a  Hungarian  by  birth,  who  represented  ' 
bianlf  as  a  special  commissioner  of  the  Mexican  government  to  recruit  volunteers,  to  nego- 
tiate a  loan  of  some  millions,  hypothecating  the  imports  of  the  Pacific  seaports.  It  was, 
Boieover.  asserted  that  his  credentials  were  apocryphal,  taking  into  consideration  that  he 
VIS  a  foreigner,  unknown  to  the  Mexican  residents,  and  the  fact  that  nations  seldom,  accord- 
ing to  univenal  custom,  commit  such  trusts  to  other  than  their  own  citisens.  On  this 
sooovnt  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  institute  inquiries,  so  that  if  the  man  should  prove  an  im- 
postor I  should  cause  his  arrest  and  extradition  to  Mexico. 

My  anterior  aoquaintanoe  with  this  stranger,  name  Jaymes,  was  through  a  letter  of  intro- 
<liotioa,  representing  him  as  a  colonel,  soliciting  employment  in  the  division  beneath  my 
commaiid  in  that  capacity,  but  which  I  refused,  as  I  was  unaware  of  his  antecedents.  The 
infonnatlon  I  subsequently  acquired  was  that  he  was  among  the  number  of  adventurers 
who  travelled  the  world  seeking  glory  and  fortune.    I  saw  him  three  or  four  times. 

I  Bade  investigations  into  the  character  of  his  commission,  which  I  found,  in  many  re- 
^pMli,  ample  and  correct,  emanating  from  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada.*  He  was  author- 
ised to  raise  two  thousand  men  In  foreign  parts,  as  well  as  the  sum  of  sevenil  mlUons, 
liypstheeating  for  its  repayment  the  revenues  of  several  custom-houses  on  the  Pacific  coast. 
The  evasive  talents  of  Senor  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada  being  notorious,  it  is  supposed 
tfast  he  designed  merely  to  cover  appearances  when  he  bestowed  upon  this  stranger  such 
aaq>le  anthOTity  to  accomplish  great  things,  when  he  was  confidently  convinced  that  he 
coild  do  nothing.  I  explained  to  the  authorities  of  Santa  F€  the  nature  of  the  commission 
^Mrtowed  upon  the  Hungarian  gentleman,  and  returned  thanks  to  them  for  their  seal  in 
<»for  of  Mexico.  I  arrived  in  the  centre  of  the  United  States  during  the  period  of  the 
tenrinstioa  of  the  great  civil  war.  The  press  indulged  in  favorable  comments  upon  my 
vHvsl,  and  expressed  profound  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  Mexico.  It  was  likewise  so 
with  the  entire  continental  press,  and  that  of  Europe.  It  was  believed  in  the  United 
B^tet  that  I  had  some  authority  from  the  government,  seeing  that  the  period  for  action 
*v  opportune,  as  in  fiict  it  was,  that  a  demoutttration  should  be  made  in  support  of  Mexico 
tod  her  independence.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  Americans  in  our  favor  and  in  support  of 
^  MoQioe  doctrine  was  intense. 

Oik  My  passage  from  New  Mexico  to  New  York  I  was  beset  by  thousands  of  persons  ten- 
^0<hig  their  services  and  influence  in  fovor  of  Mexico,  many  of  them  being  of  the  highest 
XKiai  and  political  position.    Oenerals  with  a  most  honorable  record,  commanding  divisions 
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and  brtgadee,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired,  Tolanteered  to  place  thenuelTeB  under 
my  orders,  to  further  our  cause. 

The  passage  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  could  be  easily  effected  without  impairing  the  nestnl 
character  the  general  govemmeot  at  Washington  had  assumed  with  respect  to  the  Praooo- 
Mexican  question.  I  was,  moreoyer,  visited  by  several  bankers  of  the  highest  positfon,  who 
inquired  as  to  the  possibility  of  establishing  an  agency  to  supply  oar  financial  wants  and 
that  of  warlike  material.  Persons  who  represented  that  they  had  authority  to  act  on  my 
behalf,  whicb  they  had  not,  enlisted,  within  a  few  days,  thousands  of  men  to  go  to  Mezioo ; 
but,  as  I  have  said,  I  gave  ho  sanction  to  these  acts,  as  I  did  not  wish  to  lead  home  a  fili- 
buster expedition. 

Without  loss  of  time,  on  the  8th  of  May,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Seior  Benito  Joares, 
announcing  my  arrival  in  the  United  States,  the  manner  of  my  reception,  and  a  view  of 
what  could  be  done  in  favor  of  Mexico.  Besides,  Sefior  Juares  was  aware  of  all  this  through 
the  newspapers.  I  wrote,  moreover,  that  I  would  pledge  myself  to  enrol  and  equip,  on 
my  own  part,  any  number  of  volunteers  he  might  deem  advisable ;  that  I  would  eolled 
war  material  to  carry  on  hostilities,  as  well  a4  an  abundant  sum  of  money,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  elevate  the  character  of  the  war  and  turn  it  to  a  fortunate  account.  All  that  was  requi- 
site to  consummate  these  projects  would  be  his  authorization,  for  I  was  unwilling  to  ooo- 
clude  any  contract  or  enter  upon  any  enterprise  without  the  sanction  of  him  to  whom  tha 
nation  had  committed  emergent  powers.  I  offered  anew  my  individual  services  to  Mexico. 
I  furthermore  suggested  that,  should  he  be  unwilling  to  accord  me  the  desired  authorisa- 
tion, he  should  apprise  me  to  tliat  effect,  that  I  might  govern  my  subsequent  actions  accord- 
ingly. 

I  communicated  these  details  in  a  private  epistle,  and  not  in  an  official  note,  lor  I  at  that 
time  held  no  official  commission.  This  matter  was  one  of  mere  form,  and  had  the  corre- 
spondence resulted  in  anything,  the  results  would  have  been  the  same,  irrespective  of  the 
style  of  communication  employed. 

I  appointed  a  delegate  to  deliver  personally  this  letter  to  SeBor  Juares,  having  pievioosly 
made  him  aware  of  its  contents.  This  task  was  assumed  by  Don  Ouillermo  Prieto,  admin- 
istrator general  of  the  post  offiee  and  deputy  to  the  congress  of  the  union.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  I  had  quitted  Chihuahua  in  the  month  of  February.  It  will  be  lemesi- 
bered,  likewise,  that  my  journey  across  the  plains  to  New  Mexico  had  occupied  two  months, 
for  it  had  been  undertaken  during  the  winter  season.  It  must  be  furthermore  remembered 
that  a  period  of  from  two  months  and  twenty  days  to  three  months  is  necessary  lor  the 
transmission  of  an  answer  to  a  correspondence  between  the  city  of  New  York  and  Chihoahos, 
and  even  then  under  favorable  auspices  as  to  transit,  for  it  is  only'during  the  summer 
season  that  post  coaches  can  travel  with  rapidity.  On  this  account  I  did  not  receive  the 
answer  from  Don  Quillermo  Prieto  until  the  commencement  of  August  last.  In  this  letter 
that  gentleman  stated  that  he  bad  fulfilled  my  commission ;  that  Befior  Juares  had  listened 
with  attention  and  interest  to  the  details  of  my  letter,  as  communicated  verlxilly  by  Seftor 
Prieto,  who  was  given,  as  he  supposed,  to  understand  that  I  should  receive,  by  the  next 
mail ,  the  authorization  I  desired.  The  conclusion  of  Sefior  Prieto' s  communication  con- 
veyed to  me  a  felicitation  touching  my  patriotic  sentiments.  **  Whether  or  not,''  he  wrote, 
"  the  government  accepts  of  your  services),  whether  or  not  it  renders  your  project  of  utility 
to  the  country,  you  have  assumed  one  of  the  most  noble  and  disinterested  Ueks  of  a 
Mexican,  in  di&cdrding  all  ideas  of  a  personal  reward,  while  endeavoring  to  strengthen  the 
action  of  the  government  and,  without  seeking  to  create  a  new  candidate  for  polilksal 
honois,  to  strive  to  have  Mexico  continue,  with  unanimity  of  will,  defending  the  cause  of 
right,  guided  by  a  solitary  intelligence— that  of  the  legitimate  government.*'  With  a  sob- 
Btquent  mail,  towards  the  end  of  August,  I  received  a  further  communication  from  Seaor 
Prieto,  which  related  to  me  that  notwithstanding  his  previous  impressions,  it  is  now  appar- 
ent to  him  that  the  government  did  noc  intend  to  bestow  upon  me  the  authorisation  ;  but 
whether  or  not,  I  Hhould  receive  some  response  from  Senor  Juares.  Vainly  I  awaited  its 
receipt  by  the  next  mail  and  the  one  following.  It  was  in  September,  and  my  anterior 
correspondence  had  incurred  no  interruption.  I  waited  upon  Senor  Bomero,  the  Mexican 
ambassador  near  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  inquired  whether  any  communi- 
cation had  come  through  his  hands  for  me  from  the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
and  he  answered  in  the  negative 

I  comprehended  from  all  this  that  Senor  Juares  never  would  answer  me,  nor  did  ever 
intend  so  to  do.  He  believed  that  had  I  received  any  such  document  it  would  have  served 
to  refute  the  fallacies  upon  which  are  based  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November;  which 
said  documented,  I  verily  believe,  were  at  that  very  time  in  course  of  fabrication  at  the  paper 
mill  of  the  minister,  Tejada.  I  comprehended,  moreover,  that  these  negotiations  weie 
being  carried  on  with  the  sole  aim  of  detaining  me  in  the  United  States,  so  that  by  putting 
in  play  the  jugglery  of  bad  faith,  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  return  to  Mexico  before 
the  first  day  of  December. 
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It  wovild  be  ftitUe  to  vlodicate  my  conduct  to  my  fellow-citizens  as  agftiost  the  charges 
proomlgated  in  these  decrees,  for  a  critical  examination  of  them,  through  the  impartial 
iigiit  of  reasoD  and  philosophy,  renders  such  an  explanation  unnecessary.  These  same 
decrees  dedare  illegally  **that  there  exists  canse  to  proceed  against  me,"  and  add  most 
UMy  ^*  that  I  abandoned  volantarily  the  office  of  president  of  tlie  supreme  coart  of  justice, 
tod  that,  holding  the  position  of  general  in  the  army,  I  went  to  reside  permanently  in  a 
fbreien  land  during  the  continuance  of  hostilities,  without  license  from  the  government, 
and  therein  abandoned  the  army,  its  standard,  and  the  cause  of  the  republic ;"  while  in 
those  same  decrees,  I  repeat,  wherein  Senor  Don  Benito  Juarez  declares  himself  President 
of  the  republic,  he  lilLewise  declares  that  neither  the  constitutional  president  of  the  supreme 
ooort,  nor  Uie  President  named  by  the  constitution,  shall  enter  upon  the  functions  of  their 
office.    This  Is  the  sole  and  simple  object  which  dictated  the  promulgation  of  these  decrees. 

If  I  had  acted  as  Senors  Juarez  and  Lerdo  have  acted,  trampling  under  foot  republican 
principles,  outraging  constitutional  order,  violating  the  solemn  obligations  of  an  oath 
asomed  for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  I  would  have  done  better  to  imitate  the  eoup  d'Stat 
of  Gomon£cHt,  alleging  as  a  pretext,  as  has  ever  been  alleged,  the  salvation  of  Mexico ;  for 
the  sosndal  would  have  been  the  same,  the  lack  of  loyalty  to  the  people  the  same,  and  the 
political  results  the  same.  A  single  difference  might  be  detected :  in  the  cou^  (THat  of  Co* 
moofort  there  was  but  little  franknei«  and  civil  valor ;  in  that  of  the  8th  of  November  even 
these  qualities  were  wanting,  as  in  their  stead  were  substituted  words  and  sophisms,  which, 
tlthoQgh  insulting  to  popular  intelligence,  fail  to  deceive  the  people. 

I  ahandoned  the  standards  of  the  army  and  the  cause  of  the  republic,  say  Senors  Juarez 
tnd  Lerdo — in  other  words,  that  I  betrayed  my  trust.  And  this  is  set  forth  in  a  document 
wherein  they  betray  their  own,  the  gravest  trust  which  could  be  committed  to  mortal  man. 
To  extenuate  their  own  transgressions  they  confuse  me  individually  with  another  capacity — 
thst  of  the  person  prescribed  by  law  to  succeed  to  exercise  of  the  supreme  power.  I  to 
absndon  the  standard  of  the  army  and  the  cause  of  the  republic !  Can  it  be  imagined  that 
an  humble  citizen,  called  by  the  will  of  the  people  to  assume  a  position  of  the  highest  dig- 
nity, and  that  without  intrigue  and  solicitation  on  his  part,  would  voluntarily  depart  from 
the  rules  of  honor  and  decency  f  Can  it  be  imagined  that  an  humble  citizen,  freely  assum- 
^  his  place  among  the  ranks  of  the  nation's  defenders,  disdaining  the  joys  and  pleasures 
of  a  peaceful  hearthside,  contemning  |^e  luxuries  of  a  home  and  the  flatteries  of  a  social 
|ioiiti(m  to  straggle  in  the  cause  of  Uberty  and  order,  would  voluntarily  abandon  the  prin- 
ciple of  honor  which  called  him  into  being  as  a  soldier  ? 

What  man  would  desert  the  executive  chair  as  governor  of  a  State  ?  What  man,  already 
honored  through  the  nation's  voice  with  the  h%h  dignity  of  president  of  one  of  the  supreme 
powers  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  would  go  forth  to  battle  against  foreign  invaders 
of  his  ooQDtry ,  would  defend  the  walls  of  a  city  wherein  he  was  taken  prisoner  while  de- 
fending his  flag,  and  at  the  last  hour  abandon  the  cause  of  duty  and  honor  ?  Wbat  man, 
neaping  from  a  dungeon  and  liberated  through  honorable  means,  would  offer  his  sword 
and  patrimony  to  the  service  of  his  country,  would  contend  against  intrigues  and  difficalties, 
would  levy  forces  after  forces  to  hurl  against  the  invaders  wherever  they  appeared,  and  in 
the  hour  of  national  trial  basely  desert  the  army,  its  standard,  and  the  cause  of  the  republic  ? 
How  can  it  be  pretended  thaX  I  fled,  abandoning  the  presidency  of  the  court,  when  I  was 
travelling  for  the  good  of  the  oountiy,  with  the  license  of  and  a  passport  from  the  govem- 
OMnt  ?  When  in  that  license  and  passport  there  had  been  committed  to  me  no  trust  to 
fulfil,  no  duty  imposed  wherein  I  could  make  defiault,  was  it  a  crime  to  intimate  to  the 
govcmmeot  that  in  the  position  in  which  I  found  myself  I  could  do  much,  very  much, 
towards  the  salvation  of  your  and  my  native  land  ?  Was  it  a  crime  to  reiterate,  time  after 
time,  that  my  person  was  subjected  to  its  orders,  so  that  my  services  could  be  rendered 
OMfsl  to  the  oommon  weal,  and  all  this  without  having  been  favored  with  a  response  to 
^epistle  I  sent  it? 

In  what  did  I  neglect  my  duty  as  a  Mexican  ?  Wherein,  yielding  to  the  emergencies  of 
my  position  in  a  foreign  country,  did  I  make  de&ult  in  any  order,  when  leaving  all  projects 
I  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  government?  When  the  government  received  my 
<)>apatoh  it  should  have  answered  frankly  and  openly  that  the  oountry  had  no  need  of  my 
MTTices  abroad,  and  indicated  to  me  the  route  I  should  take  to  return  homeward.  Had 
that  been  done  it  would  have  been  nearer  the  truth  when  it  declared  to  the  nation  that  I 
Temaioed  abroad  permanently,  although  neither  before  nor  after  did  I  receive  the  least  inti- 
noation  that  my  presence  was  necessary  upon  Mexican  soil.  Ls  not  an  imputation  of  this 
Q^^tore  a  pure  calumny  ?  Is  it  worthy  the  dignity  of  the  government  ?  Will  such  weak 
hiveaUoQs,  to  be  detected  by  those  unversed  in  political  matters,  satisfy  an  accusation  in 
^  eyes  of  a  people  acquainted  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  law  ?  Can  any  man 
^il  to  perceive  in  the  decrees  and  the  circular  which  attempted  to  divest  me  of  the  respon- 
BHlity  and  functions  of  the  president  of  the  court,  and  nominated  another  in  my  stead,  a 
declaration  that  neither  I  nor  he  could  succeed  to  the  supreme  power  as  provided  for  in  the 
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coostitotion  f  Who  fiiUs  to  perceive,  I  repeat,  that  all  these  dooamentB  hKve  a  ringk 
object,  a  eingle  aim — that  of  perpetuating  power  in  the  hands  of  those  issuing  then  t  If  my 
presence  was  necessary,  as  Severs  Juares  and  Lerdo  would  have  as  understand,  to  preveot 
the  State  from  being  without  a  head,  why  concede  a  license  for  an  indefinite  period  of  taoie, 
and  which,  from  its  literal  interpretation,  suffered  me  to  traverse  seas  and  to  joursey  ta 
foreign  lands  f  If  emergencies  unknown  at  the  time  of  granting  the  liceoae  oocarrod  8«ibsa> 
quently,  why  was  I  not  recalled  ?  It  is  only  in  frank  and  truthful  actions  that  a  loyal 
government  can  account  for  the  trust  committed  to  it  by  the  popular  will.  If,  as  haa  besa 
pretended,  the  independence  of  Mexico  required  exercise  of  all  human  energies  ;  if  to  its 
oause  all  other  interests  'should  have  been  made  subordinate,  why  was  denied  aie  the 
authorisation  I  desired,  through  which,  in  a  foreign  land,  I  might  have  proved  of  advan- 
tage  to  Mexico  ?  It  was  because  it  was  feared  tibAt  I  might  acquire  influenoo  which  did 
not  suit  the  interest  of  others ;  ill  disguised  as  it  is,  the  fact  is  true. 

To  what  other  cause  can  this  be  attributed  ?  Was  it  because  the  government  had  need 
of  my  services  to  take  tte  head  of  affiiirs,  should  a  vacancy  occur,  or  was  it  to  faUil  my 
judicial  functions  f  It  will  be  seen  that  the  court  had  never  assmnbled,  for  it  was  impos- 
sible for  it  to  do  so;  it  will  be  seen,  moreover,  that  I  liad  a  license  and  passport  to  leave  the 
seat  oi  government  and  traverse  territories  and  seas  to  a  foreign  country.  Was  it  beoaose 
the  government  oonceived  it  necessary  to  intrust  to  me  some  commisrion  of  national  otility  f 
It  will  be  seen  that  I  had  no  employment  at  Chihuahua,  nor  when  I  quitted  that  plaos. 
Was  it  because  the  government  had  not  received  my  letter  ?  It  is  proven  that  tiie  letter 
was  received,  as  well  by  the  testimony  of  Senor  Prieto  as  by  that  of  numbers  of  other 
respectable  dtisens  of  Chihuahua.  Was  it  because  there  was  lacking  in  me  aptitnde,  rep- 
resentative ability,  or  national  confidence  ?  Possibly  I  may  have  been  wanting  in  the  fint, 
and  confess  it  ingenuously  and  in  all  modesty,  but  perchance  the  deficiency  was  not  per- 
ceived, when  states,  governors,  and  the  people  have  iionored  me  with  evidenoes  of  their 
eonfidenoe  in  my  representative  ability. 

There  can  be  wanting  neither  representative  ability  nor  national  confidence  in  a  maa  who 
has  been  elected  deputy  to  the  constituent  congress  of  2Sscateca8  and  the  federal  onion  ;  to 
one  who  has  acted  officially  as  minister  of  war ;  to  one  who  has  been  eleeted,  by  popular 
suffrage,  governor  of  one  of  the  principal  States  of  the  republic ;  to  one  npon  whoos  has 
been  bestowed,  by  the  General  Don  Santos  Degolladg^  the  most  ample  functions  ior  the 
military  command  of  the  States  of  San  Luis  PotosS,  Duraogo,  Aguas  Oalientes,  and  Zua- 
tecas  ;  to  one  who,  a  little  while  thereafter,  had  been  appointed  general-in-chief  of  the 
federal  army  of  the  republic,  and  charged  with  extraordinary  powers  for  finance  and  war ; 
to  one  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  definite  triumph  of  reform  and  legal  order  ;  to  one 
who  has  received,  during  this  emergency,  the  military  command  of  the  States  of  San  Lris, 
Aguas  Calientes,  Zacatecas,  and  Tamaulipas,  with  extraordinary  powers  for  war  and  finaaoe 
in  the  three  last,  together  with  every  branch  of  administration  for  the  government  of  the 
former  ;  to  one  unto  whom  has  been  confided  the  command  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the 
east,  and  invested  with  the  full  authority  necessary  to  govern  the  States  of  IHiebla,  Vera 
Cruz,  and  Tlaxcala ;  to  one  to  whom  the  popular  vote  has  conferred  the  presidenoy  of  the 
supreme  court  of  justice  ;  to  one  upon  whom  the  popular  voice  has  conoemlrated  as  among 
the  candidates  for  the  presidency  of  the  republic.  No ;  against  a  man  who  has  been  intrusted 
with  all  these  dignities  cannot  be  charged  lack  of  representative  ability  or  national  coafi* 
dence^which  cannot  rationally  be  expected  in  a  stranger  who  holds  in  thisoountry  neiAar 
position  nor  family,  and  to  whom  the  welfare  of  Mexico  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference. 

It  was  during  September  that  I  prepared  to  leave  New  York  for  Mexico,  when  I  was 
detained  by  an  order  for  my  arrest  upon  civil  process,  as  was  noted  by  the  newspapers  at 
the  time. 

I  believed  that  the  order  would  have  been  disposed  of  briefly  on  acconnt  <^  the  manifest 
injustice  of  t)ie  claim,  which  was  decided  afterwards  as  unjust  according  to  the  legidatiea 
of  this  country.  I  pressed  the  matter  forward,  but  it  was  retarded  by  the  intricacies  of  the 
law,  exerted  to  my  disadvantage.  The  hand  of  intrigue  put  in  motion  all  the  springs  to 
obtain  that  object,  assisted  by  that  of  treason.  All  concluded,  finally,  through  the  hooestr 
and  impartiality  of  the  judges,  who  dismissed  the  complaint  on  the  3d  day  (tf  November, 
when  the  order  was  revoked.  The  latest  letters  received  in  New  York  from  fil  Paso  del 
Norte  intimated  that  the  government  was  to  remove  to  the  frontier  post  of  Piedras  Ifegnm. 
Thither  I  proceedod,  and  there  received  notice  that  Senor  Joares  had  retrograded  to  Chi* 
huahua,  as  the  French  had  evacuated  that  city.  At  the  same  time  I  received  some  Tagae 
intelligence  concerniDg  the  decrees  and  circulars  of  the  8th  of  November. 

While  in  Piedras  Negras  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Don  Andreas  S.  Yieaoa,  invited  him  toan 
interview,  and  awaited  his  coming  upon  this  side  of  the  river,  at  Eagle  Pass.  Senor  Vieaca 
was  a  chivahic,  honorable,  and  intelligent  man,  and,  I  believe  it  useless  to  add,  appointed 
governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Coahuila  by  Don  Benito  Juarea,  by  virtoe 
of  the  extraordinary  powers  oonierred  upon  him. 
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Senor  Yiesca  prwenied  himself  at  the  oonferenoe,  and  alluded  to  the  cf  rcnlar  and  decrees 
I  hare  mentioDed,  and  dtsired  to  learn,  in  his  official  capacity,  which  he  held  on  hehalf  of 
the  nation,  in  what  light  I  regarded  the  drcular  and  decrees  of  the  8th  of  Noyem1>er.  I 
replied  that  for  my  part  I  did  not  oome  to  distorh  pohllo  order ;  that  I  had  travelled  alone  and 
nofirito,  having  refused  the  forces  tendered  me  hy  my  friends,  as  well  as  the  use  of  orders 
sod  recommendations  from  most  distinguished  persons  in  the  United  States,  who  had  offered 
me  an  escort  while  upon  American  territory ;  that  I  desired  Mexico  to  regard  an  exhihitlon 
of  tiiis  nature  as  a  testimony  of  its  politioal  advancement  in  the  republican  system  ;  that  I 
voold  present  myself  with  no  other  forces  than  my  own  support,  without  other  title  tlian 
ih%t  given  by  the  law ,  and  trusted  that  Senor  Juarez  would  delirer  oyer  to  me  the  supreme 
power,  for  no  other  reasons  than  those  assigned  by  the  provisioos  imposed  upon  him  by  that 
SMBelaw. 

To  the  honor  of  Mexico  be  it  said  that  it  had  already  witnessed  a  spectacle  of  this  char- 
acter when  a  rictorious  army,  flushed  with  succetti,  called  Don  Benito  Juarez,  president  of 
the  rapreme  court  of  justice,  to  the  presidential  chair,  which  he  acquired  through  no  other 
title  than  that  given  him  by  the  law,  the  same  as  the  republic  confers  upon  other  citizens. 
Senor  Vieaca  stated  to  me  that  he  had  no  desire  to  enter  upon  an  official  conference,  neither 
voold  he  touch  upon  the  question  of  legality ;  he  would  only  say  to  me  that  he  had  received 
>n  order,  decree,  or  circular,  to  warrant  my  arrest,  which  had,  as  he  said,  been  issued  by  the 
gOTemment  of  Don  Benito  Juarez  within  appropriate  time— that  is  to  say,  during  the  month 
of  November ;  that  he  was  disposed  to  obey  the  summons  and  to  make  the  arrest  His 
MoeUry  added,  '*Dot  only  to  mahe  the  arrest,  bat  to  cause  me  to  be  shot." 

I  replied  to  8enor  Vlezca  that  it  was  necessary  to  terminate,  in  a  decorous  and  dignified 
nttner,  a  question  so  deeply  afifeoting  the  interests  of  Mexico ;  that  it  was  requisite  that 
be  ihonid  allow  me  to  pass  through  the  State  he  governed,  thence  to  travel  to  Chihuahua, 
vitfa  the  aim  of  seeking  an  interview  with  Benito  Juarez,  so  that  I  might  demonstrate  to 
him  by  word  of  mouth  the  evils  which  he  would  cause  the  nation,  shoiUd  he  persist  in  the 
ocHUie  be  had  taken,  or  whether  he  oould  not  remedy  the  error  he  had  committed.  I  told 
him,  finally,  that  if  he  would  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  step  I  indicated,  I  would  cross 
the  over  and  place  myself  within  the  State  of  Coahulla,  and  not  upon  foreign  territory^ 
vhere  he  would  be  at  liberty  to  arrest  me,  dispose  of  nay  person,  or  take  me  prisoner  to 
(^bnabua,  so  that  I  might  demonstrate  to  the  nation  that  I  comprehend  my  duty,  and 
voQki  comply  with  it. 

Senor  Viezca  refused  to  accede  to  my  proposition,  but  indicated  to  me  that  I  might  pass 
throogh  Chihuahua  by  the  plains  of  Tbxas. 

In  fiut,  thei«  had  been  issued  an  order,  deotee,  or  circular  by  the  ffOTomment,  the  exact 
form  of  whkAi  had  escaped  me,  but  whose  contents  I  remember,  authorizing  the  arrest  of 
then  BojoumiBg  in  a  foreign  land  without  special  leave  from  the  government,  and  those 
*te  tme  liomg  dbnad  hf  leave  from  eaid  government  gvoen  to  traverte  iheforeiffn  terr&oriee.  This 
ovder,  decree,  or  circular  had  for  its  object  my  person,  and,  although  unjust,  it  was  legal  on 
toertefai  point,  for  the  convenience  of  the  government  defaetOf  but  at 'the  same  time  gen- 
e^.  A  multitude  of  leaders  and  officials  had  previously  abandoned  the  government  in 
Chthoahoa  after  rendering  long  services,  without  resources,  but  with  hearts  filled  with  folth, 
At  the  advance  of  the  French  troops  towards  that  city,  which  they  deserted  to  go  across 
foreign  territory,  and  thence  to  return  to  the  country  to  continue  the  struggle  for  in'depend- 
nce.  Others  had  suffered  privations  on  the  frontiers  of  Mexico,  after  figh&g  with  bravery ; 
otheis  again  went  involuntarily  into  foreign  countries,  either  to  cure  their  wounds  or  to 
gather  freAi  strength  to  continue  in  the  struggle  for  our  lil)erty. 

With  ample  concurrence  of  the  government,  many  of  the  most  influential  men  of  the 
country  had  gooe  to  foreign  territories ;  notably.  General  Don  Placido  Vega,  who  held  a 
coDmimion,  I  believe  ;  General  Don  Pedro  Ogazon,  General  Don  Manuel  Doblado,  General 
l>ofi  Felipe  B.  Berriosabal,  who  extorted  a  passport  to  reside  in  a  foreign  country,  and  many 
otheiB  of  more  or  less  influence,  some  with  passports  and  others  expelled,  or  forced  out  by 
the  government.  A  general  who  had  lost  his  army,  rai^d  by  his  individual  efforts,  and 
ooald  have  raised  more  had  be  not  been  beneath  the  ban  of  the  government,  did  not  declare 
that  he  went  forth  to  en^n^oss  the  files  of  treason,  neither  was  he  exiled  to  a  foreign  land, 
hot  forced  thither  by  more  efficacious  means.  In  place  of  giving  him  troops,  for  the  gov- 
^nnnefit  had  none,  or  the  means  of  raising  and  organizing  them,  it  placed  him  in  a  humil* 
iatiag  and  undignified  position,  to  which  the  government  contributed  from  its  seat,  suc- 
<^cf*Miy  erected  in  city  after  city.  This  conduct  resulted  in  weak  men,  without  restraint 
upon  their  passions,  augmenting  the  catalogue  of  traitors,  both  as  military  men  and  poll- 
tHsai,  while  others  of  the  refugees  went  forth  into  foreign  lands,  protesting  to  the 
thioklBg  world  against  the  invaders  of  their  country,  and  against  the  government,  whose 
imbecility  rendered  it  responsible  for  these  shameful  disorders. 

I  had  frequently  spoken  to  Senor  Juarez  as  to  the  bad  impression  caused  by  this  exode  of 
fa>fla«itial  persoiit,  and  prayed  him  to  put  a  step  to  it  in  the  most  determined  manner.    At. 
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that  time  General  Doblado  and  C!olone1  Rinoon  Gallardo,  both  governon  of  the  State  d 
Guanajuato,  quitted  Monterey.  But  he  did  n«t  decree  at  that  time  against  the  evil,  aa  he 
has  now  done,  when  his  object  is  to  entrap  my  penon. 

Placing  my  hand  upon  my  heart  I  have  inscribed  this  manifeato,  and  bare  asked  mysdf 
many  times,  has  it  not  been  done  for  the  best  interests  of  Mexico,  my  place  of  DAtivit7-,tbe 
receptacle  of  the  ashes  of  my  forefathers,  wherein  is  preserved  all  I  hoM  most  dear  and 
sacred,  memory  of  my  past  and  present — and  are  not  my  amclnsions  justifiable  f  My  ood- 
science  answers  in  the  affirmative.  I  have  defended  the  government  of  Juares  with  the 
loyalty  of  a  gentleman,  with  my  sword  and  my  voice,  for  six  or  geren  years ;  I  have  noc- 
tioned  it  with  my  signature  ;  I  reverenced  it  as  that  of  my  native  land,  while  loyally  sap- 
porting  the  standard  of  the  law,  the  palladium  of  public  rights ;  but  I  do  not  honor  those 
who  make  a  burlesque  of  their  fellow-citizens,  who  break  through  the  obligations  of  their 
oaths,  who  betray  the  law,  be  they  called  either  Comonfort  or  Juarez.  I  neither  honor,  nor 
will  I  ever  honor,  those  who  dishonor  my  country,  who  have  made  it  a  scoff  to  the  worid, 
asserting  through  example  that  Mexico  has  no  laws  which  cannot  be  trampled  down  at  the 
will  of  a  mandarin,  although  at  this  very  time  Mexico  Is  deluged  with  the  blood  of  her 
children,  in  defence  of  the  banner  of  law  and  order. 

I  have  been  one  of  the  chieftains  of  the  people.  I  have  raised  thousands  of  men  to  go 
fotth  and  battle  for  the  principle  of  legal  order  against  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of 
the  earth ;  I  have  seen  the  blood  of  my  countrymen  wet  the  soil  of  their  birth ;  I  have  seen 
the  resting-places  of  the  dead  desecrated,  our  towns  and  cities  pillaged  and  barned,aad  all 
this  in  defence  oi  that  principle.  I  have,  therefore,  a  double  duty  which  my  conscienoe 
dictates,  in  view  of  theae  numerous  and  sanguinary  sacrifices. 

I  have  not  heaped  upon  the  government  useless  or  unneoeasary  charges,  dictated  by  a 
personal  sentiment  The  public  is  my  judge,  before  whom  my  writings  will  be  exposed, 
when  the  heat  and  anger  of  passion  have  passed  away.  I  have  defended  law  and  order 
because  it  was  my  duty ;  if  others  have  been  remiss  in  their  duty,  it  has  been  no  crime  of 
mine  to  remain  silent.  I  have  defended  my  person,  not  as  an  individnal,  but  an  an  officer 
charged  by  the  public  will  with  the  salvation  of  a  principle.  I  have  retraced  at  length  the 
errors  committed  by  the  government,  and  for  its  personal  motives,  bot  not  nntil  that  gov- 
ernment has  consummated  an  official  act  which  tends  to  destroy  the  law  in  the  place  of 
preserving  it.  I  have  protested  against  this  act,  that  the  people  shall  learn  the  errors  of 
past  and  present  government,  so  as  to  draw  their  conclusions  /rom  experience  grained  by 
the  nation  during  a  brief  but  melancholy  apprenticeship. 

I  have  no  desire  to  tarnish  the  glory  of  my  country.  Glory,  indeed,  belongs  to  a  natioiL 
which  has  maintained  a  four  years'  struggle  with  a  powerful  enemy,  who  baa  nsed  every 
endeavor  to  divide  its  defenders  and  maintain  a  ceaseless  combat  Glory,  indeed,  belongt 
to  a  nation,  not  one  of  whose  states,  towns,  or  cities  has  given  adherence  to  intervention 
unless  beneath  the  presence  of  foreign  bayonets.  Glory,  indeed,  to  a  nation  who  has  pre- 
served its  cities,  ever  open  to  the  access  of  the  authorities,  even  if  they  do  not  oome  at  the 
cannon's  mouth,  but  in  the  name  of  the  law.  Glory  to  a  nation  who,  having  lost  its  army, 
without  moneys,  stores,  or  material,  improvises  bands  after  bands  to  rally  aronnd  die 
standard  of  independence— of  heroes,  bom  with  the  emergency,  springing  from  the  boacHi 
of  the  people  and  willing  to  lay  down  their  lives  in  a  martyrdom  for  liberty. 

Neither  have  I  tami&ed  the  glory  of  Seffor  Juares,wbo  has  himself  destroyed  it,  and 
with  it  his  previous  good  fame.  HIh  glory  was  that  of  a  governor  who  should  hare  plaod 
himself  at  the  head  of  his  legions  to  show  to  his  fellow-citiiens,  by  his  own  example,  lu>w 
to  defend  the  independence  of  the  countiy  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  * 

But  he  exercised  no  judiciousness  in  the  selection  of  personp,  for  we  have  seen  generals  ia 
a  foreign  land,  who  had  served  loyally  and  patriotically,  remain  without  their  services  being 
rendered  useful  to  the  country,  as  well  as  those  who  had  filled  high  official  positions.  We 
have  seen  governors,  who  had  faithfully  performed  the  functions  of  their  office,  superseded 
by  others  of  his  creation ;  moreover,  we  have  seen  generals,  ministers,  and  governors 
named  by  him,  deserting  to  the  cause  of  treason.  The  glory  of  Benito  Jnarex  was  derived 
from  the  democracy,  which  ever  progresses  with  reform  and  liberty— from  that  government 
of  the  people  which  takes  the  law  as  its  guarantee. 

If,  then,  Senor  Juarez  has  tarnished  his  own  glory  by  following  in  the  Ibotstepe  of  mee 
travelling  on  the  wrong  road  before  him,  I  am  not  the  only  Mexican  who  has  involuntarily 
obeyed  the  instinct  of  duty  and  narrated  that  which  the  government  has  done  by  its  owa 
acts.  Nevertheless,  the  glory  of  Mexico  remains  immaculate,  for  it  cannot  be  sUlned  by 
the  errors  of  a  man,  nor  decried  by  the  intrigues  of  others. 

Mexicans,  I  believe  that  I  have  fulfilled  the  obligations  I  contracted  with  yon.  I  beKeve 
I  have  done  so  during  this  solemn  trial  of  the  country,  when  prudence  should  dictate  ooo* 
dilation  with  those  remedies  required  to  rectify  infraction  of  the  law. 

Fellow-citizens,  believe  me,  I  speak  from  my  heart.     If  the  salvation  of  our  commoo  I 
country  demands  as  a  sacrifice  on  my  part  that  I  shall  never  again  tread  the  blooming  tnrf 
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of  mj  native  land,  nor  breathe  the  balmy  air  of  its  sonny  clime,  and  no  longer  defend  in 
year  midst  our  nation's  banner,  cheerfully  will  I  subtnit  to  the  sacrifice,  and  seek  a  death- 
spot  in  some  foreign  land.  Bat  if,  on  the  contrary,  you  l>elieve  that  the  cause  of  law  and 
onier  has  need  of  my  presence  as  a  rallying  point,  if  you  believe  that  my  coming  to  Mexico 
will  dissipate  the  evil  consequences  inflicted  upon  it  by  the  government,  I  am  yours  through 
the  coDvictions  of  honor  and  duty.  Act  with  circnmspection,  and  whatever  you  do,  let  it 
be  to  redaim  the  honor  of  Mexico,  and  yon  will  work  out  its  salvation. 

JESUS  G.  ORTEGA. 
Sur  AjraoHio  vm  Bbzab,  Deomber  26,  1865. 


No.  2. 


[From  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Paso  del 

Norte,  May  10,  1866.] 

IttPAKTMDrr  OV  FORUON  BELATIONS  AND  OOVBRNMBNT— GOVKRNMINT  BRANCH — SCCTION  FIB8I. 

Oaradar. 

On  account  .of  the  decrees  communicated  to  you  on  the  8th  November  last,  one  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extension  of  the  term  of  office  of  the  President,  agreeably  to  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  as  long  as  war  prevents  a  new  election,  and  the 
other  touching  upon  the  responsibilities  of  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega,  he  has  addressed 
a  protest  to  the  undersigned  and  a  manifest  to  the  nation.  The  protest  is  dated  at  Eagle 
hin,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  the  2l8t  of  December,  and  the  manifest  is  published  at  San 
AotoDio,  Texas,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month.  General 
Ortega  was  living  in  that  country  at  the  time,  and  had  been  there  for  a  year,  without  a 
commission  or  license  from  the  government,  while  all  good  citizens  of  the  republic  were 
fighting  for  its  independence  and  its  institutions  against  foreign  invasion.  I  have  not 
received  the  protest,  but  have  seen  printed  copies  of  it  and  the  manifest  in  the  hands  of 
pn?ate  individuals.  I  will  not  wait  to  receive  the  protest  in  order  to  notice  it,  for,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1863,  General  Comonfort,  then  minister  of  war  in  San  Luis  Potosi,  wishing  to  correct 
iotne  errors  in  a  printed  document  published  as  an  official  report  of  military  operations  at 
Poebla,  waited  some  days,  during  which  time  he  was  killed  by  the  enemy,  and  the  des- 
patch was  published  some  time  after  by  General  Ortega,  In  ^u^atecas,  addressed  to  the 
minister  of  war,  and  it  was  never  received  by  the  government. 

General  Ortega  could  not  refute  the  principles  of  the  decree  and  accompanying  circular 
io  hk  protest  and  manifest.  He  pretended  that  they  were  not  worth  noticing,  and  only 
•aid  he  wanted  **to  give  the  nation  the  sense  of,  and  a  commentary  upon,  our  coostitu- 
tiooallaw;"  and  added:  **  Whenever  legal  principles  and  solid  reasons  are  wanting,  we 
moitase  any  other  arguments  to  support  our  cause."  General  Ortega  certainly  did  not 
vish  to  examine  the  subject  logically ;  he  only  wanted  to  evade  investigation,  and  he  pre- 
tended to  assert  that  the  legal  principles  and  precepts  of  the  constitution  were  at  varhince 
with  oor  constitutional  law. 

Avoiding  a  prt>per  discussion  of  tlie  subject,  he  continued:  **I  now  have  to  treat  of 
£icts  alone."  That  means  he  perverted  the  precepts  of  the  constitution ;  invented  pre- 
cepts it  did  not  contain ;  concealed  some  facts  and  distorted  others,  inventing  many, 
80  that  his  manifest  might  appear  a  plausible  document,  satisfiictory  to  his  revenge,  when, 
m  ikct,  it  is  an  infamous  libel,  full  of  calumny  and  vituperation. 

The  sole  objeot  of  this  circular  is  to  correct  what  General  Ortega  said  about  public  acts, 
vhich  he  misrepresented ;  and  from  it  may  be  gathered  what  he  would  write  in  his  mani- 
fest, which  most  protuibly  is  also  a  g^ross  libel  on  private  acts  and  intentions.  The  gov- 
ernment onght  not  to  descend  to  such  a  level,  and  Ortega  has  disgraced  himself  by  the 
<)oode8cenaon.  He  said  he  would  not  Contest  the  principles  of  the  decrees,  but  would 
•dbere  to  facts ;  yet,  knowing  this  would  satisfy  nobody,  he  pretended  to  controvert,  indi- 
rectly, a  few  of  the  precepts  in  his  manifest,  but  diJ  not  allude  to  the  first  decree. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  1864,  General  Ortega,  then  in  Chihuahua,  demanded  the 
government  of  the  President  He  alleged  that,  in  case  of  an  extra  election,  article  80  of 
the  ooQbtitution  said :  **  The  President  will  perform  his  functions  until  the  last  day  of 
November  of  the  fourth  year  from  the  time  of  his  election."  According  to  that,  a  Pres- 
ident elected  in  1861,  and  taking  his  seat  on  the  15th  of  July  of  tliat  year.  Ortega  seems  to 
tiunk  that  1864  will  make  the  fourth  year  after  the  election. 

Among  other  arguments  used  to  him  at  that  time,  I  tohl  him  that,  as  a  year  could  not 
ibUow  itdelf,  it  was  evident  that  1862  was  the  year  to  follow  1861,  and  1864  oould  not  be 
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the  foortb  foUowing,  but  the  third,  so  that  the  presidential  term  would  close  on  tbe  3IKh 
of  November,  1866,  by  the  literal  tenor  of  article  80  of  the  ooDStitutloo.  ' 
•  Ghinerml  Ortega  quoted  the  same  words  in  his  manifest  as  a  contradictkm  to  the  gorem- 
ment  when  it  extended  the  presidential  term.  Without  contesting  the  motives  for  this, 
he  tries  to  make  the  declaration  of  the  presidential  term  and  its  continuation  as  opposed  In 
principle  to  each  other,  when  he  does  not  regard  the  difference  of  circumstances— that  wir 
prevented  a  constitutional  election. 

The  simple  meaning  of  the  words  refutes  his  aigument.  The  extension  of  the  presidential 
term  was  beyond  the  ordinary  closing  of  it ;  presuming,  of  course,  an  offidal  ending,  other- 
wise the  functions  could  not  be  prolonged.  The  decree  of  the  30th  of  November,  1864, 
stating  the  duration  of  the  office,  so  far  from  prohibiting  an  extension  of  the  term  of  office, 
provided  for  the  case  in  which  it  would  be  necessary  and  expedient.  In  the  decree  it  was 
expressly  stated,  **that  the  powers  and  authority  of  the  President  were  extended  beyond 
the  constitutional  term,  till  another  could  be  elected,  or  as  Ions:  as  the  situation  caused  by 
the  foreign  war  prevented  an  election."  I  explained  in  the  decree  why  the  extensioii  of 
office  was  necessary ;  then  it  was  to  be  determined  what  was  to  be  the  time  of  office.  The 
government  could  not  anticipate  events  of  war,  and  so  could  fix  no  time  for  a  new  preriden- 
tial  election ;  and  I  therefore  declared  the  government  reserved  its  opinion  in  regard,  to 
extension,  **  because  the  time  for  elections  bad  not  arrived,  nor  could  it  be  seen  when  the 
war  would  allow  elections,  and  so  the  decree  was  proper  and  legal,  by  the  letter  and  epini 
of  our  institutions." 

Oenetal  Ortega  said  all  he  could  against  the  acts  of  the  government,  to  deceive  those  who 
had  not  read  the  resolution  Of  the  30th  November,  1864,  and  the  decree  of  the  8th  Novem- 
ber, 1865 ;  but  he  cannot  deceive  the  intelligent,  who  readily  perceive  the  spirit  of  his 
mazdfest 

He  knew  from  the  first  why  the  presidential  term  was  prolonged,  and  did  not  pretend  to 
protest  at  the  time,  nor  make  a  single  objection  to  it;  neither  did  he  demand  the  reins  of 
government  on  that  occasion ;  on  the  contrary,  when  he  did  petition  for  power,  he  knew 
the  opinion  of  the  government  in  regard  to  the  close  of  the  presidential  term,  and  he  prom- 
ised to  abide  by  the  decision  it  made.  It  is  thus  shown  that  his  petition  was  a  mere  form 
to  save  himself  from  responsibility. 

He  afterwards  said  the  time  was  out  already,  and  the  President  had  not  another  year  to 
serve,  and  he  quoted  several  articles  of  the  constitation  to  support  bis  assertion,  saying. 
**our  political  pact  has  fixed  it  in  very  clear  precepts,"  and  added  :  **  As  the  president  of 
the  supreme  court  of  justice  is  elected  by  the  people,  the  only  source  of  authority  among 
us,  he  is  the  person  to  succeed  the  chief  magistrate  in  the  exercise  of  his  thorny  and  difficult 
duties,  in  case  he  is  in  defiralt ;"  and  he  also  says,  to  fulfil  this  honorable  duty,  he  would 
wait  till  the  1st  of  December,  if  other  reasons  did  not  compel  him  to  speak  before  that  day. 

The  other  reasons  considered  at  that  time  by  General  Ortega  as  above  the  plain  precepts 
of  the  constitution,  and  the  duty  imposed  upon  him  by  his  honor,  the  law,  and  the  national 
vote,  were  to  remove  all  cause  of  discord,  **  to  remove  ills  that  might  happen  to  the  dis- 
honor of  the  country,  under  existing  circumstances,  and  to  secure  power,  if  possible,  in  the 
hands  of  him  who  had  the  right  to  exercise  it."  Considering  the  reverses  and  misfortunes 
of  the  republic.  General  Ortega's  last  thought  is  found  in  his  communication  where  he  says: 

*'If  Mexico  must  fall  in  her  struggle  with  France  and  a  few  discontented  sons,  let  her 
fiUl  decently,  shrouded  in  her  flag,  and  not  leave  a  trace  of  suspicion  that  her  fall  was 
caused  by  discord  among  the  defenders  of  her  rights." 

In  November,  1864,  after  the  Majoma  disaster,  the  government  had  to  move  to  Chi- 
huahua, because  intervention  seemed  successful  almost  everywhere.  There  was  yet  no 
opposition  made  to  it  abroad  ;  and  at  home  many  began  to  think  they  would  be  obliged  to 
submit  to  it. 

In  December,  1866,  those  of  little  faith  began  to  have  hopes  of  the  republic.  The  civil 
war  in  the  United  States  was  over ;  and  that  war  was  the  real  origin  of  intervention.  It 
was  seen  at  home  that  intervention  could  not  last  long,  because  it  was  hated  by  all  good 
Mexicans,  even  those  who  had  pretended  to  adhere  to  it.  The  struggles  of  the  last  year 
had  encouraged  the  faint-hearted,  and  the  number  of  the  heroic  defenders  of  the  repiil>lic 
had  greatly  increased. 

In  November,  1864,  General  Ortega  did  not  protest  against  the  design  of  prolonging  the 
presidential  term,  which  was  made  known  to  him.  He  said,  at  the  time,  that  the  reins  of 
government  ought  to  be  given  up  to  him,  but  he  would  not  resist  if  it  was  decided  be  could 
not  hold  the  supreme  power.  He  said  the  law,  the  national  vote,  and  duty  were  in  his 
favor,  but  he  would  not  insist,  because  it  might  bring  discord  into  the  republican  ranks. 
Thus  he  spoke  to  the  President,  who,  he  said,  *' was  a  man  that  had  honorably  fulfilled  the 
precepts  of  the  law." 

He  next  declared  that  he  wished  to  battle  In  the  interior  of  the  republic,  and  asked  to 
go  inland,  by  sea,  through  a  foreign  country.    Permission  was  given  him  to  pass  through  a 
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ioRigB  ooontry.    He  accepted  it  and  left    Once  oat  of  the  repnblfc,  he  remained  abroad 
without  Iea?e  or  commisrioo. 

In  December,  1865,  General  Ortega  croflsed  the  Mexican  border  and  pnUiahed  bis  ralam-* 
DiMiog  protest  and  maoifest  against  the  governmeot.  He  remained  two  months  in  the 
UBited  titates,  till  be  foond  the  defenders  of  the  republic  did  not  intend  to  support  him, 
aod  then  be  went  to  New  York  to  reside.  He  Imd  already  resided  there  one  ye^ir,  without 
leare  or  commission,  after  resigning  his  place  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice, 
giriDg  op  bis  rank  as  genera],  and  deserting  his  flag  and  the  cause  of  the  republic.  It  was 
then  deaeed,  the  8th  November,  that  he  would  be  subject  to  trial  by  oourt-martial  wben 
be  retoTDed  to  Mexico. 

Geoeral  Ortega  does  not  pretend  to  deny  that  he  was  away  without  leaye,  but  he  excuses 
kimielf.  he  says,  in  a  private  letter  to  the  President,  the  8th  May,  1865,  asking  for  some 
comminion  abroad. 

He  says  he  sent  the  letter  by  a  person  who  lived  in  Chihuahua,  and  got  two  answers, 
one  in  Aogost  and  one  by  the  following  mail,  from  the  beater  of  the  letter,  the  first  answer 
eoooDnging  him  to  expect  some  commission  abroad,  and  the  next  informing  him  he  would 
gel  nothing.  General  Ortega  well  knew  the  goyemment  would  give  him  no  commission 
ihroad,  because  he  was  president  of  the  supreme  court,  and  might  succeed  to  the  presidency, 
lad  ought  to  be  at  home.  He  was  permitted  to  pass  through  a  foreign  country,  but  not  to 
leade  in  it,  and  he  knew  the  government  was  well  represented  abroad. 

What  he  says  in  his  manifest  about  mail  delays  may  be  true,  for  the  government  was 
Terj  busy  at  that  time,  on  account  of  General  Negrete's  defeat  in  Coahuila,  New  Leon,  and 
Tamaolipas.  Brincourt  was  advancing  on  Ohihuahua  with  a  large  force,  and  it  was  neces- 
ary  to  watch  his  movements  in  that  quarter. 

The  President  had  to  leave  Chihuahau  on  the  5th  of  August  for  Paso  del  Norte,  and  as 
noD  ashe  reached  there  he  wrote  to  General  Ortega.  This  was  on  the  7th  September. 
Be  did  not  write  sooner  because  business  prevented,  and  he  did  so  then  from  mere  civility, 
&)r  the  proper  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  8th  May  was  given  by  its  bearer. 

Geoeral  Ortega  denies  having  received  the  Prt^dent's  answer,  but  sa.vshe  heard  from  him 
k  the  bearer  c3  his  letter.  His  only  excuse  for  remaining  away  is  in  his  said  letter,  where 
be  asks  for  a  commission  to  allow  him  to  remain  abroad.  He  knew  very  well  he  could  not 
obtaia  such  a  commission,  and  he  ought  to  have  known  his  duty  better  than  to  allege  such 
BzcQses.  The  petition  was  in  a  private  letter,  and  he  says  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
^te  officially,  though  he  did  so  when  asking  leave  of  absence  from  the  republic. 

Tbie  is  one  of  the  many  contradictions  in  his  manifest.  In  another  place  he  says  the 
goTenuneat  is  prejudiced  against  him,  and  wanted  to  turn  him  out  of  his  place  of  chief 
justice;  that  all  sorts  of  opposition  was  made  to  his  advancenfent.  One  of  these  is  his 
CDinmiasioo,  given  the  30th  December,  1864,  to  fight  the  enemy  in  the  interior  of  the  re- 
P^ic.  In  &ct,  he  was  granted  more  than  he  asked ;  permission  was  given  to  him,  as  chief 
instice  and  general,  to  quit  the  country  and  raise  forces  for  the  defence  of  the  good  cause. 
It  m  s^polated  he  should  act  with  the  legitimate  authorities,  and  not  independently,  as 
^v  right  and  customary,  and  he  did  not  seem  to  object  to  it.  The  general  continues  his 
cumaUtion  of  complaints  in  his  manifest.  He  says:  **The  government  prohibited  me 
^  defending  the  nation.  How  could  I  raise  forces  ?  Where  could  I  get  them  ?  What 
«WM8  had  1  ?    Yet  I  did  not  despair,  but  I  waited." 

^  he  think  to  defend  the  national  cause  by  leaving  the  country  and  asking  permission 
to  reside  abroad  t  If  he  was  not  satisfied  with  his  instructions,  why  did  he  not  ask  a  modi- 
^<^tioQ  of  them  ?    But  he  goes  off,  and  then  pretends  he  did  not  understand  them. 

^^oeral  Ortega  gives  two  meanings  to  the  commission  of  30th  December,  1864  :  one  is, 
b  is  to  fight  the  enemy  inland ;  the  other,  he  is  to  do  it  by  passing  through  a  foreign 
^Q&tiy.  He  requested  both,  and  his  subsequent  actions  show  which  one  he  intended  to 
*<iopt.  He  explains  this  in  his  nianifest.  What  he  wanted  was,  to  be  paid  to  stay  out  of 
the  country  tiU  the  war  was  over.  This  is  evident  from  his  letter  of  the  8th  May  to  the 
Pwident. 

Vi^  be  says  of  prejudice  against  him  cannot  be  true,  since  all  these  favors  were 
Snoted  him  by  the  government.  If  he  thought  so,  as  he  says,  he  certainly  would  not  have 
written  the  said  letter. 

As  to  the  decree  that  he  should  be  judged  by  the  proper  laws  on  his  return  to  the  re- 
Mlkj,  he  says  the  President  has  no  power  to  iiue  such  a  decree.  But  the  congress  con- 
ferred upon  the  President  full  powers  to  do  whatever  congress  itself  could  do  ;  therefore 
'^  lua  power  to  determine  the  responsibility  of  public  functionaries  and  their  duties. 

In  Qeneral  Ortega's  case  the  government  has  acted  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
^iii^i^tion.  By  article  105,  congress  has  the  right  to  depose  the  chief  justice  and  have 
him  tried  for  misdemeanor  by  a  competent  court.  The  government  did  not  declare  Ortega 
Saitty ;  only  it  said  he  should  be  tried,  if  he  returned.  About  his  staying  abroad,  the  gov- 
^n^Bitni  only  said  just  what  congress  might  have  said  by  article  104  of  the  constitution, 
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that  he  was  amenable  to  the  laws  of  his  coontrj  for  staying  awaj  without  leaTe ;  hot  did 
not  judge  him  and  senteDce  him,  as  he  has  asserted. 

The  only  restriction  congress  pot  upon  the  exeoutive,  when  endowing  him  with  full 
power,  was  to  forbid  any  cootrayention  of  the  constitution.  This  was  to  prevent  any  irreg. 
ular  proceeding  against  any  public  functionary.  The  government  oonld  no  more  violat« 
the  articles  of  the  constitution  than  congress  oould,  and  in  this  case  no  provisioD  of  die 
constitotion  is  violated. 

It  would  be  an  inconceivable  absurdity  to  suppose  that  congress  should  leave  pnMic  fonc- 
tionaries  unpunished  during  the  war,  when  the  consequences  of  their  offences  might  be  very 
serious.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  permit  traitors  to  retain  their  offices,  men  who  leave 
their  country  to  enemies,  when  it  was  their  most  sacred  duty  to  defend  it.  If  so,  the 
government  would  have  failed  to  puoish  Santiago  Vidanrri  for  treason,  and  would  Iwre 
respected,  many  others  who  have  abandoned  their  country's  cause. 

Another  of  General  Ortega's  pleas  for  defence  is,  that  only  congress  has  the  right  to  de- 
pose a  chief  justice.  He  says  he  never  resigned  his  place,  and  was  not  removed  by  OHigTes« ; 
consequently,  he  still  holds  it. 

One  more  excuse  of  General  Ortega  was,  that  the  places  of  chief  justice  and  governor  of 
Zacat^cas  were  inconsistent,  and  in  that  case  he  preferred  to  be  governor,  and  resigned  the 
judgeship  in  San  Louis  Potosi.  This  incompatibility  of  positions  is  explained  in  the  reso- 
lution of  the  SOth  November,  1864,  which  was  published  in  Chihuahua,  and  afterwards 
repeated  in  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November,  1865. 

By  article  1 18  of  the  constitution  no  man  can  hold  two  elective  offices  at  the  same  time, 
but  must  say  which  he  will  fill ;  this  I  stated  in  the  decree.  I  also  said,  that  though  fed- 
eral offices  were  meant,  the  article  applied  to  State  offioes  too. 

General  Ortega,  with  the  untruthfulness  that  prevails  throughout  his  manlfept,  said,  that 
to  apply  the  incompatibility  to  his  case,  ''resort  was  had  to  constitutions  not  now  in  force." 
Just  the  contrary  was  alleged  in  the  resolution  and  circular  quoted.  I  said  it  was  necesEsiy 
to  accept  the  federal  office,  and  not  the  State  office,  when  elected  to  both,  according  to  the 
old  constitution.  As  former  constitutions  must  have  been  consulted  when  the  new  one 
was  formed,  the  defects  of  old  ones  were  avoided  in  the  latter.  In  July,  1863,  wh^i  Ortega 
was  governor  of  Zacatecas,  he  resigned  the  judgeship,  but  was  informcxl  by  the  government 
he  could  not  do  it  consistently.  He  was  told  that  war  would  prevent  a  new  elecUoo ;  and 
if  he  resigned,  there  would  be  no  one  to  succeed  the  President,  in  case  of  his  default.  He 
was  told,  if  he  wanted  to  be  governor  of  Zacatecas,  he  must  be  so  by  appointment,  and  s^ 
hold  the  judgeship. 

From  July  to  December,  1863,  General  Ortega  was  often  written  to  on  the  subject,  yet 
he  continued  to  act  as  governor  of  Zacatecas  without  appointment,  and  did  not  even  ans^rtr 
the  letters.  The  same  was  insisted  on  in  the  resolution  of  SOth  November,  1864,  and  be 
has  never  noticed  it  officially.  In  that  resolution  Ortega  was  declared  to  be  chief  justice, 
for  reasons  and  by  authorities  above  stated.  Now  he  says  there  was  no  need  of  it.  He 
says  in  his  manifest  he  had  often  before  filled  two  offices  and  no  mention  was  made  of 
incompatibility,  and  quotes  authorities  that  proved  nothing.  He  was  appointed  jodge  in 
1861,  till  a  new  election  could  be  held,  and  acted  as  governor  of  Zacatecas  at  the  same  tine, 
but  that  proves  nothing  in  his  favor,  for  only  one  office  was  elective.  He  alio  says  he  w« 
governor  of  San  Luis  and  militcury  commander  of  Aguas  Calient^  and  Tamaulipos  at  tbe 
same  time.  But  these  were  not  elective  offices,  only  temporary  appointments  by  the  gof- 
emment. 

In  1862,  after  General  Zaragosa's  death,  he  was  elected  chief  justice,  and  the  govemmeot 
made  him  commander  of  the  army  in  Puebia  and  governor  of  that  State.  He  mentioai 
this  also  in  his  manifest,  but  he  does  not  see  that  all  his  offices,  except  that  of  judge,  wen 
by  appointment,  and  only  temporary,  of  course. 

At  this  point  we  note  another  of  the  many  contradictions  of  the  manifest.  He  tried  ts 
make  others  believe  that  the  only  reason  the  government  had  to  object  to  his  holding  two 
offices  was  its  opposition  to  his  advancement.  Among  all  the  imputations  adduced  in  tfal 
manifest  is  one  that  the  President  wrote  from  San  Luis  to  Severn  Cosio,  telling  him  to  coo* 
tinue  as  governor  of  that  State,  instead  of  Ortega.  The  latter  wants  to  make  an  IntrigM 
appear  from  this  natural  act,  when  Cosio  himself  wants  to  refuse  the  honor  offered  hioL 
According  to  common  report,  Ortega  did  nothing  for  the  good  of  the  country  while  ia 
Zacatecas,  but  rather  acted  against  the  interests  of  the  government.  For  that  reason  maii| 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  make  Zamora  governor,  as  he  had  once  been  constitutioDll 
governor  of  that  State ;  but  it  is  absolutely  ftdse,  as  Ortega  states,  that  commianonos  wen 
sent  there  to  investigate  his  conduct  with  a  view  to  his  removal.  On  the  contrary,  tlv 
government  thought  Ortega  would  do  what  he  could  for  the  gtneral  good  while  in  Zm» 
tecas.  There  were  many  other  good  citlsens  there  at  that  time  who  could  have  filled  tlis 
place  as  well  as  Ortega.  When  he  accused  the  government  of  wanting  to  dismiss  him  froa 
the  judgeship,  it  was  trying  to  induce  him  to  retain  it  by  appointing  him  governor  of  2ac»> 
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tfcas.    Wishing  to  avoid  all  mlsunderetandiug,  it  offered  to  do  so  ia  the  resolutioa  of  30th 
November,  1864,  and  be  made  no  reply,  because  be  could  not. 

The  fact  is,  he  bad  private  business  in  Zacatecas,  which  became  very  public  soon,  and  his 
wcret  derigns  were  to  oppose  the  wishes  of  the  government.  In  reference  to  what  is  called 
1  decree,  but  was  uothioR  more  than  a  convocation  of  magistrates,  be  said :  **  They  wanted 
to  aboligb  the  elective  office  of  supreme  ju«ige,  and  UlI  the  place  by  appointment,  and  thus 
give  JuareB  the  power  of  rumovnl  whenever  he  pleased.  Such  have  been  the  aims  of  the 
government  ever  since  it  left  Shu  Luis ;  and  so  he  convened  the  judges  forming  the  supreme 
court  by  a  decree  issued  in  New  Jjcon  and  Coabuila,  for  that  purpose.  I  was  then  command- 
ing a  divtsioQ  against  the  French  in  the  interior  of  the  republic.  The  sole  object  of  that 
meeting  was  to  have  a  president  of  the  supreme  court  appointed  Dy  Juarez  and  subject  to 
hteremoyal." 

To  »how  that  Ortega  is  mistaken  in  his  understanding  of  the  writ,  which  he  calls  a 
decree,  it  is  hereto  annexed,  No.  1,  and  was  issued  at  Monterey  on  the  10th  of  July,  1864, 
anJ  published  in  the  official  paper  of  that  date. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  publication  was  made  while  the  government  was  in  the  States  of 
5ew  Leon  and  Coabuila.  Ortega  said  that  to  make  believe  the  government  was  busied 
about  him,  when  it  only  reached  Siltillo  on  the  9th  of  January,  Monterey  the  2d  of  April, 
and  the  publication  was  not  made  till  the  10th  of  Jaly  Neither  is  It  true  he  was  with  bis 
forces,  fighting  the  Fr^ch  inland.  He  said  that  to  make  one  think  he  was  rendering  good 
•enrices  to  his  country,  and  that  the  government  was  trying  to  injure  him  while  absent 
defending  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  same  paper  shows  that  he  arrived  at  Parras  on  the  6th 
of  July ;  on  the  SOth  of  June  he  was  at  Viezca,  and  a  few  d^ys  after  the  puUication  of  the 
chcalar  he  arrived  at  Monterey.  He  left  Zicatecas  without  a  fight,  passed  through  Du- 
rwgo  witbont  offering  aid  to  its  chief  town,  then  in  a  state  of  siege,  and  came  directly  to 
tbe  seat  of  the  government. 

Neither  is  it  true  that  the  circular  refers  to  Ortega ;  its  object  was  to  revoke  the  permis- 
rioQ  given  to  tbe  judges  in  San  Luis  on  the  18th  of  December,  1863,  to  elect  a  domiciJe 
till  tbe  capital  should  be.fixed  and  permanent,  and  fill  vacancies  till  another  election  could 
beheld. 

Before  and  after  the  circular  Ortega's  situation  was  the  same  as  it  was  when  he  was  in 
9aa  Luis,  when  he  wished' to  resign  the  position  as  president  of  the  court  and  become  gov- 
ernor of  Zocatecas. 

In  fiict,  his  manifest  is  full  of  inaccuracies,  which  his  heated  imagination  conjures  up  to 
Mame  the  government,  but  not  tt>  be  believed  by  any  person  of  common  sense.  One  of  these 
ti  accurfog  tbe  government  of  complicity  in  Uraga's  treason.  Why  he  did  this,  no  one  can 
nnd^r8taQd  Tbe  army  that  Uraga  commanded  was  the  same  that  had  been  in  Quaretaro  and 
tbevicinity,  from  June  to  November,  186$.  It  had  been  raised  and  supported  by  tho  gov- 
ernment with  means  in  its  power.  As  all  the  States  where  this  army  operated  were  in 
riege,  they  were  naturally  under  the  direct  orders  of  the  government.  Even  if  the  gov- 
cmnjent  were  pr^udiced  against  those  States,  as  Ortega  asserts,  why  should  it  betray  them 
to  the  enemy  f  And  be  dares  to  say  the  government  favored  Uraga's  treason.  This  a?ser- 
tkn  is  too  absurd  to  need  refutation.  And  he  says  Berriosabal  and  he  warned  tbe  govern- 
nent  that  Uragi  was  going  over  to  the  enemy,  and  no  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  it. 
He  says  of  Berriosabal :  **  He  sent  an  official  communication,  very  respectful,  but  in  ener- 
Itetio  language,  requesting  the  publication  of  documents  that  would  convict  himself  or 
Ura|:a.*'  All  this  is  fnlse ;  General  BerrioEabal  never  said  any  such  thing.  The  truth  of 
tbii  nray  be  found  in  the  official  ptper  of  the  15th  of  June,  1864. 

This  government  was  informed  of  Uraga's  intended  treachery  long  before  Berrlozabal's 
ca^e,  and  Ortega's  insinu  ition.  He  was  too  far  from  the  seat  of  government  to  prevent  bis 
d(4eclioo.  The  government  did  all  it  could  to  prevent  it,  and  did  save  much  of  the  army 
thai  intended  to  go  over  with  Uraga. 

Ortega  says :  '*  Information  of  Uraga's  intended  treason  was  sent  to  the  government  by 
the  patriot  Qeneral  Arteaga  "  That  is  true :  he  sent  a  special  messenger  with  the  report 
from  Monterey,  on  the  2d  July,  1864,  and  Arteaga  was  placed  in  Uraga's  position,  where 
be  continued  to  fight  ten  months,  till  he  was  killed,  while  Ortega  was  living  in  peace  abroad. 
It  would  require  a  volume  to  contain  all  the  falsehoods  in  Ortega's  manifest  General 
Arteaga's  commissioner  afk-ived  at  the  time  of  Berriosabal's  trial,  on  the  11th  of  June, 
^Iwn  Ortega's  letter  came.  The  government  then  issued  the  decree  of  the  1st  July,  de|X)- 
>inf  Oraga  and  putting  Arteaga  in  his  place,  and  it  was  published  on  the  27th  July  in  tbe 
«*cW  paper. 

Ortega  came  to  Monterey  in  July  and  learned  all  about  it ;  and  yet  he  makes  another 
^Ic  assertion  that  the  government  would  not  listen  to  his  insinuations  against  Uraga. 
This  is  another  proof  of  the  spirit  in  which  the  manifest  was  written,  and  how  much  its 
■•wHons  are  worth.  He  says  when  he  went  from  San  Luis  to  Zacatecas  to  raise  troops, the 
government  sent  secret  agents  to  frustrate  his  plans.    If  he  had  given  the  ^e  title  of 
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these  agents,  as  he  called  them,  his  prevarication  would  have  heen  too  patent.  These  two 
agents  were  the  district  judge  and  the  collector  of  taxes,  and  they  had  nothing  to  do  with 
Ortega.  He  made  no  objection  to  the  judge,  but  he  would  not  let  the  tax  collector  act ;  ve 
don't  know  for  what  reason. 

While  the  government  was  in  San  Luis,  from  December  to  July,  1863,  many  public  and 
private  notes  were  addressed  to  Ortega,  but  he  did  not  condescend  to  notice  any  of  them, 
as  was  his  custom.  Once  he  sent  two  commifsioners  to  San  Luis  to  ask  the  tax  collector 
to  be  removed,  so  he  could  use  the  funds  of  the  State  for  national  defence.  This  was  odIj 
to  gain  time,  like  his  letter  from  New  York,  in  May,  1865.  The  government,  of  courge, 
refused  his  request,  yet  he  continued  to  use  the  public  funds.  He  Insists  that  the  govern- 
ment acted  against  blm^  when  it  was  he  who  opposed  the  government,  in  open  violatioQ 
of  law.  He  makes  bold  to  say  the  government  told  his  commissioners  it  needed  no  more 
soldiers,  so  as  to  have  an  excuse  to  refuse  his  petition.  This  is  not  so.  He  said  he  told 
his  oommissioners  to  inform  the  government  he  would  forward  the  sums  it  wanted,  if  hig 
requests  were  granted.  I  had  no  interview  with  his  commissioners,  so  I  could  not  tell  what 
they  wanted  ;  but  I  know  Ortega  continued  to  nse  the  State  funds  for  his  own  purposes,  in 
direct  violation  of  law,  and  contrary  to  express  orders.  The  government  might  have  con- 
sented  to  his  proposal,  but  it  did  not  believe  in  him,  and  it  has  qever  had  an  acconnt  of 
the  money  he  used.  It  was  well  known  in  Zacatecas  what  use  he  put  the  money  to,  and 
that  not  one  dollar  was  used  to  raise  forces.  Blonths  thus  passed,  and  he  had  collected  no 
men  in  Zacatectis,  till  the  French  came  upon  him  in  the  l>eginuing  of  1864,  when  he  was 
suddenly  compelled  to  raise  a  small  force  ;  and  he  says,  in  a  boasting  way,  **  in  one  or  two 
months  I  raised,  equipped  and  armed  a  complete  division  !"  The  boasting  general  left  the 
State  of  Zacatecas  a  few  months  after,  without  fighting  a  siugle  battle. 

I  'have  already  mentioned  that  the  capital  of  Durango  was  besieged  when  he  pasted 
through  that  ^tate,  and  he  offered  no  assistance.  General  Patori,  governor  of  that  State, 
after  duty  in  Chihuahua,  was  returning  to  Durango,  then  held  by  Mascarenasin  his  absence, 
when  he  heard  that  2,000  French  were  comiog  to  attack  it.  Ortegii,  then  at  SaudUo, 
wrote  to  Masctirenas  on  the  11th  July,  1864,  as  follows  :  **  I  am  told  you  intend  to  evacu- 
ate the  city.  I  beg  of  you  not  to  do  it ;  I  will  answer  for  it  with  my  bead.  I  hare  3,000 
men  and  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery  with  me."  With  this  force,  if  his  account  is  not 
exaggerated,  he  could  have  given  great  assistance  to  Dumngo.  He  knew  the  enemy  in 
Zacatecas  and  Fresnillo  could  not  be  re-enf  rcid  from  Mexico,  and  their  garrisons  were  too 
small  to  move  out ;  but  General  Ortega  set  out  for  Yiezca  as  soon  as  he  made  hia  offer,  and 
arrived  there  the  SOth  June.  He  then  went  to  Parras,  in  the  State  of  Coahuila,  and  the 
French  took  uuresiated  possession  of  Durango  about  the  first  of  July. 

In  1864,  while  the  government  was  at  Saltillo,  Ortega  sent  a  commission  there.  This  he 
mentions  in  his  manifest,  but  does  not  say  for  what  purpose  it  was  sent  The  object  of 
this  commission  was  to  demand  the  reins  of  government.  His  reason  for  this,  he  said,  was 
because  the  French  lefufied  to  recognize  Juarez  or  treat  with  him,  and  something  should  hd 
done  to  save  the  country.  Ortega's  real  object  was  to  side  with  intervention  if  he  oouM 
not  .have  the  government  in  his  own  hands.  Garcia  de  la  Cadena  was  one  of  the  oommis- 
sioners. I  had  a  private  interview  with  him,  and  advised  him  to  seize  the  government  of 
Zacatecas  the  first  time  Ortega  went  out  of  the  city,  and  promised  him  support,  and  to 
appoint  him  governor  in  fact.  He  refused,  because  he  said  it  would  produce  civil  war  in 
the  State. 

This  story  of  Ortega  has  no  more  truth  than  his  others.  The  government  pardoned 
Cadena  for  acting  in  that  embassy  on  account  of  his  former  good  services.  What  the  gor- 
erument  did  in  the  case  was  this :  it  proposed  to  commission  Cadena  to  act  as  governor  in 
case  Ortega  should  quit  the  State,  as  it  was  expected  he  would  do,  and  which  he  did.  Ca- 
dena refused,  from  his  respect  for  Ortega,  and  said  he  thought  it  best  to  wait  till  the  vacancy 
should  occur,  and  not  anticipate  events.  General  Ortega's  subsequent  conduct  shows  bow 
well  founded  were  the  government's  suspicions  ;  but  the  government  could  not  foresee  that 
General  Ortega  would  quit  the  republic  voluntarily  during  war  and  remain  abroad  living 
in  New  York,  with  the  title  of  president  of  the  supreme  court  and  governor  of  the  State  of 
Zacatecas.  In  the  first  of  his  manifest  he  makes  two  accusations  against  the  undereigned, 
and  of  a  personal  nature,  namely  :  it  was  not  strange  I  had  signed  the  decrees,  because  I 
had  formerly  been  **  one  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  Comonfort  rebellion."  Comonfort 
atoned  for  his  mistake ;  he  gave  up  the  government  to  the  prt-sident  of  the  supreme  court 
and  took  the  field,  where  he  fought  and  was  defeated.  He  then  left  the  country  ;  bnt 
when  it  was  invaded  he  returned  and  bravely  died  in  its  defence.  I  did  not  aid  Oomonfort, 
but  dissuaded  hhn  from  his  first  plans.  This  is  well  known  to  all  public  men  ;  and  tbe 
President  of  the  republic  was  so  well  satisfied  with  my  conduct  he  has  several  times  called 
me  into  his  cabinet.  And  congress,  too,  must  have  been  satisfied  with  me,  elae  I  would  not 
have  been  its  president  so  often,  as  was  the  case  on  the  31st  of  Ifoy,  1863,  at  its  last  ses- 
sion. The  second  accusation  was  that  I  had  issued  the  decrees,  or  signed  them,  **  to  show 
^y  power  as  minister."    I  had  already  been  minister  nine  yean,  and  the  acts  of  its  office 
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were  not  noTelties  to  me.  The  second  time  Comonfbrt  oflfered  me  the  ministry  I  refoFed  it,  ' 
and  Ortega  may  learn  from  the  papers  of  1861  that  I  have  twice  refused  it  under  the  present 
idmiDistration.  I  accepted  it  in  Han  Luis  because  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  do  so  under  the 
trying  circumstances  that  were  afflicting  the  country.  I  refused  it  when  peace  and  plenty 
prevailed.  While  the  government  was  at  Sinta  Rosa,  between  Monterey  and  Chihuahua, 
in  the  State  of  Durango,  I  put  Ortega  at  the  head  of  a  division,  and  he  was  badly  defeated 
at  Mftjoma.  In  his  manifest  he  says  be  was  placed  in  c:>mand  of  thut  division  ^*  so  it  might 
be  destroyed  and  he  lulled  with  it,"  and  he  adds  that  I  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  his 
defeat 

One  of  the  reasons  why  we  put  him  in  command  of  those  forces  was  because  he  had 
brought  part  of  them  from  Zacatecas  with  him,  and  the  government  always  favors  those 
who  tiy  to  do  the  most  for  it.  The  only  regularly  educated  military  man  there  at  that  tiine, 
of  equal  rank  with  Ortega,  was  General  Negrete,  then  minister  of  war.  He  could  not  have 
been  put  in  command,  for  there  was  a  mortal  enmity  existing  between  him  and  Ortega. 

This  was  not  mentioned  in  the  manifest.  Ortega  wrote  me  some  letters  at  that  time, 
becsoee  he  woald  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  enemy,  the  minister  of  war,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  answer  his  letters.  It  is  not  true,  as  he  reports,  that  he  expressed  a  fear  at  the  time  of 
being  defeated  ;  be  was  confident  of  success  He  was  the  first  to  propo.^e  the  expedition 
to  Dimngo  and  Zicateoas.  He  was  appointed  to  command  at  Sa'ita  Rosa  the  4th  Septem- 
ber, 1864,  and  on  the  8th  he  wrote  to  the  President  as  follows  :  **  The  enemy's  advance 
isatOamngo,  and  his  rear  is  exposed  for  many  leagues— as  far  as  Zicatecas— supported  by 
206  men  there,  and  200  more  in  ft'resnillo,  which  we  can  attack  with  safety,  as  no  aid  can 
T«»ch  th^n  from  Durango  unless  the  garriso  j  is  sent  from  there,  and  then  that  place  falls 
into  oar  hands.  Our  situation  is  good,  and  the  Interior  of  the  republic  is  in  motion  on  ac- 
coQDtof  9ur  advance,  as  I  hear  from  Z^icatecas."  From  this  expression  of  confidence  the 
goTerament  hoped  Ortega  had  changed  for  the  better,  and  intrusted  him  with  powers  it 
had  prenously  feared  to  grant,  as  commander  in  the  States  of  Chihuahua,  Durango,  Zac- 
fttecas,  Agoas  Calienten,  San  Luis,  and  a  part  of  Coahuila. 

To  give  one  mure  proof  of  the  untruthfulness  of  all  he  says,  I  annex  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4, 
docaments  from  thiD  department  and  of  war,  making  him  commnnder-in-chief  of  the  forces 
in  the  States  mentioned.  These  will  show  that  he  was  not  limited  in  action  in  any  way, 
vkI  that  General  Patoni  was  under  him.  He  was  defeated  at  M>ijoma  the  2 1st  of  Septemb  r; 
It  woald  be  unnecessary  to  tell  of  that  disaster  now.  Ortega  says  his  forces  retired  in  good 
order  from  that  fight  and  were  disbanded  the  next  day. 

Ai  I  said  in  the  beginning  of  this  circular,  my  sole  ohject  has  been  to  correct  what  Ortega 
>ud  about  certain  public  and  official  acts.  The  government  is  in  possession  of  all  the  facts 
Dcoeanry  for  his  conviction  when  he  is  brought  to  trial.  It  «eems  easy  for  him  to  bring 
Qp all  sorts  of  imaginary  imputations,  though  he  did  not  see  how  fallacious  they  would 
&|^>ear  at  the  first  gfanoe.  After  telling  all  sorts  of  frivolous  stories  and  insinuating  he  had 
otberg  in  reserve,  be  exclaimed,  '*  Wtrtild  to  Ood  I  could  tell  all  I  know  !  then  would  my  conduct 
^  landed^  and  that  of  Juarez  and  Lerdo  de  Tejfida  he  condemned.**  In  regard  to  this  affected 
Teserte.  the  government  is  perfectly  willing  he  should  tell  all  he  knows  ;  it  is  willing  to  let 
bim  talk  till  he  thinks  he  has  nothing  more  to  say. 

He  talked  of  everything  in  his  manifest  except  the  principal  subject  on  which  it  was 
written,  namely  the  unconstitutionnlity  of  the  decrees  Neither  did  he  explain  why  he 
(deserted  hie  country  and  his  flag  in  time  of  war  and  took  up  his  residence  in  a  foreigd 
country. 

It  was  absolutely  necesiwry  for  the  President  to  prolong  his  office  to  sustiin  the  cause  of 
ip^iepeodcnce  against  the  invader,  and  it  was  of  just  as  much  importance  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion of  Ortega's  responsibility  by  another  decree,  so  as  to  know  who  should  succeed  to  the 
preadency  in  default. 

The  President  also  justly  thought  proper  not  to  trust  the  nation's  destiny  to  the  hands  of 
ui  individual  who  had  abandoned  bis  country  in  its  trouble,  and  left  it  to  reside  in  a  foreign 
ImmI  till  war  was  over,  when  he  hoped  to  return  and  rule  over  it. 

All  those  exercising  authority  in  the  name  of  the  republic,  and  commanders  of  forces 
fighting  for  it,  known  to  the  government,  have  accepted  the  decrees,  and  have  considered 
tbem  proper  and  just.  In  spite  of  this,  Ortega  insists  on  calling  them  revolutionary  acts. 
If  they  cause  a  revolution  it  will  be  very  different  from  others  ;  they  tend  to  preserve  the 
coantry  and  S'  cure  its  independence.  The  President  has  shown  for  several  years  that  he 
has  the  energy  and  constancy  necessary,  in  times  of  danger  and  sacrifice,  to  sustain  the 
oonntry,  and  does  not  wait  like  others  for  a  good  time,  to  attend  to  his  personal  interests. 
In  1861,  as  soon  as  the  revolution  was  over,  he  called  a  conveution  of  the  people  to  elect  a 
Prerident  Now  he  says  he  will  do  the  same,  and  all  know  he  will  keep  his  promise.  The 
President  will  always  submit  to  the  will  of  the  people. 

Independence  and  liberty  !    Paso  del  Norte,  April  SO,  1866. 

LERDO  DB  TEJADA. 
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DIPARTMIBT  OF  JUBTIOB,   TOUBITO,    AHD  PUBUO  DraCBUOTIOl— fiBCnOM  WOBl. 

Oirtuhr. 

On  the  18th  of  December,  1863,  the  magistrates  composing  the  supreme  court  of  jostioe 
were  authorized  to  assemble  ia  8au  Luis  Potosi  and  elect  a  domicile  till  the  supreme  power 
was  peitoanently  located  and  could  reorganiae  the  court. 

lu  compliance,  therefore,  of  the  said  decree,  and  considermg  the  circumstances  in  each 
case,  whether  the  magiAtrates  were  appointed  or  elected,  the  President  decrees  thai  Jnu 
Jos^  de  la  Garza,  Manuel  Ruiz,  and  Florentino  Mercado,  the  first  and  sixth  judges,  sod 
attorney  general,  shall  leside  in  this  capital,  to  be  ready  for  businei«,  and  Manuel  Portag&l, 
Jose  S.  Arteaga,  Josd  Garcia  Ramirez,  Pedro  Ogazon,  Manuel  Z.  Gomez,  and  Pedro  Ordaz&re 
the  other  Judges.  All  absent  ones  must  present  themselves  in  this  capital  within  one  mooib 
from  this  date,  or  lose  their  office.  Alterwards  the  supreme  gOTemmecit  will  attend  to  the 
reconstruction  of  the  court. 

And  as  you  are  one  of  those  comprised  in  this  decree,  it  is  made  known  to  you  by  su- 
preme command,  for  your  information  and  consequent  action. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  rtform  1     Monterey,  July  10,  1864. 

IGLESIAS^  a 


IMPASIMIHT  OF  FOBJUQll  RKLATIOMS  ABD  GOVBUISUNT^OOVKRNMiaiT  BEASCH— flBCIIOJI   IXEA 

For  the  purpose  of  sustaining  .the  war  in  defence  of  the  national  cause,  and  coniideiiDg 
your  well-known  patriotism  and  services,  the  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleaeed, 
with  the  consent  of  the  ministerial  council,  to  grant  you  full  powerf^  to  dispose  of  all  tb« 
rents  in  the  States  of  Aguas  Calientes  and  San  Luis  Potosi,  of  which  you  are  governor  tod 
military  commander.  State  taxe««  as  well  as  public  revenue,  to  raise  means  for  army  pur- 
poses, and  to  impose  whatever  taxes  you  may  deem  necessary,  and  to  dispose  of  all  tlie 
munitions  of  war,  and  all  the  forces  that  exist  or  may  be  raised,  in  those  States,  whether  of 
the  national  guard,  regular  army,  or  any  other  kind,  together  with  all  officers,  dvil  and 
military,  as  you  may  deem  most  proper. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform!     Santa  Rosa,  September  4,  1864. 

LKRDO  DB  TEJADA. 

Jbsus  Gokzalkz  Obteqa,  Oeneral  qf  Dioitimt 

and  Cfiitf  qf  the  Firtt  Army  Qfrpio/the  Wat,  PruaU. 


DBPARTMBIIT  OF  FOSDGN  BSLAIIOm  AKD  OOVSRXimT— flK^OV  fl&BX. 

The  President  of  the  republic  having  determined  to  appoint  you  general-in-chief  of  the 

.  first  army  corps  of  the  west,  and  General  Patoni  as  second,  granting  you  ample  powen  in 

the  States  of  Aguas  Caliente«,  Zacatecas,  and  San  Luis  Potosi,  has  been  pleased  to  accord  to 

>  you  at  the  same  time,  in  ministerial  council,  the  command  of  Patoni's  forces  and  of  the 

States  of  Durango,  Chihuahua,  and  in  the  district  of  Parras,  in  the  State  of  CoahuUa,  and  to 

•  'do  as  you  please  in  those  places  with  the  troops  under  Patoni,  or  any  others ;  and  this  iA 

done  that  there  may  be  unity  of  action  in  the  States  of  Zacatecas,  Aguas  Calientes,  San 

Luis  Potosi,  Durango,  Chihuahua,  and  the  district  of  Parras  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war 

and  the  defence  of  our  independence  and  our  institutions. 

Independenoe,  liberty,  and  reform !    Santa  Rosa,  September  4,  1864. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

.  JlSUB  GONSALIZ  OrTMA, 

Chirfi^the  FirM  Army  Cbrpt  n/  th$  Wai,  PretenL 


DXPAJmnn  of  Fosnair  rslatioks  amd  ootsrhmbiit — sumoN  fibsi. 

Taking  into  consideration  that,  on  account  of  recent  circumstances,  the  governor  tstd 
military  commander  of  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi  may  have  ceased  to  exercise  the  dutiei 
of  his  office,  the  President  of  the  republic  is  pleased  to  authorize  you  to  take  charge  ci  it 
as  soon  as  you  hear  of  its  vacation,  and  appoints  you  gorernor  and  military  commander  ot 
the  State,  requesting  yon  to  give  notice  to  the  supreme  government  as  soon  as  you  bqgin 
your  duties,  that  it  may  act  in  the  premises. 

Independence,<liberty,  and  reform !    Santa  Rosa,  September  5,  1864. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA 

JlSTJB  GOMXALIZ  ObtBQA, 

(M^  if  th»  FinA  Asmy  0orp9  rf  iJu  Wai,  PrumL 
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No.  S. 

DOCUMENTS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  COUP    D»fcTAT  OF  BENITO   JUAREZ,   EX- 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  MEXICO. 

A  WORD  TO  THB  MBXICAN   FBOPLK. 

I  fmbKsh  the  accompanying  documentB,  believing  them  necessary  to  the  end  I  contem- 
plate. 

With  me  it  18  aa  established  principle  never  to  depart  from  the  pathway  my  conscience 
lod  sense  of  honor  dictate,  no  matter  what  adverse  influences  may  be  broaght  to  bear  upon 
ae. 

I  make  this  statement,  actuated  by  no  e^tistical  motives,  but  simply  because  I  conceive 
that  my  native  land,  in  the  hour  of  her  calamity,  demands,  and  should  receive,  an  explan- 
ation  as  to  my  future  line  of  conduct.  Silence  under  such  circumstances  would  reveal  a 
cowardly  disposition,  and,  consequently,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  give  an  exp(«ition  of 
my  motives,  even  though  I  may  incur  the  rlsli  of  reiterating  statements  to  which  I  have 
•lloded  in  a  prerions  manifesto. 

I  assure  yoa  that  my  course  is  shaped  to  compass  no  ignoble  ends  ;  neither  will  I  permit 
peoonal  ccmsiderations  to  intervene  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  for  I  shall  suppress  nothing 
vUcb  does  not  taint  our  national  honor.  , 

A  few  months  since  I  said  to  Senor  Vleica,  while  upon  the  fWintiers  of  the  United  States : 
"  I  do  not  oome  with  a  ridiculous  design  of  overturning  established  order ;  I  have  arrived, 
•olUary  and  nnrecognlsed,  after  having  refused  the  physical  force  tendered  me  by  my 
fneods,  so  that  I  shall  not  be  regarded  as  an  element  of  disturbance.  Should  you  yourself 
^foSer  me  the  strength  of  your  State  and  your  own  influence  to  establish  a  government,  I 
ibouki  decline  the  offer.  My  only  object,  at  the  present  moment,  is  to  visit  Senor  Juarez, 
to  avert,  if  possible,  the  evils  which  be  would  inflict  npon  the  country,  and  to  inquire  of 
FOi  your  opinion  as  to  his  conduct." 

nie  man  who  acts  in  this  wise  takes  as  his  guide  the  good  of  his  country  ;  moreover,  I 
9ive  way  to  none,  asking  whether  or  not  they  would  recognize  a  government  of  my  estah- 
liAhig.  •  . 

A  most  easy  task  would  it  have  been  for  me  to  create  a  new  government  in  Mexico, 
pQsnned  of  more  or  less  strength  than  that  possessed  by  the  one  of  Juarez.  I  say  an  easy 
tisk,  inaemnch  as  Mexico  is  a  nation  fiaithful  to  and  conscious  of  her  rights,  and  I  hold  a 
legal  tHle  and  a  well-defined  authority,  derived  directly  from  the  Mexican  people,  which 
Seoor  Juarez  does  not.  I  have  governed  many  of  the  interior  States  of  the  republic,  com- 
manded national  armies,  aod  my  political  influence  has  bestowed  upon  me  the  confidence 
of  the  people.  Moreover,  during  my  residenoe  at  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  1  have  been  per* 
noally  visited  by  many  leaders,  among  them  generals  of  well-earned  repute,  soliciting  my 
tctwn  to  the  republic  to  operate  as  a  centre  of  legitimacy,  and  for  the  salvation  of  our  Inde- 
pendence. I  have,  futhermore,  received  letters  from  officers  oommanding  armies  in  the 
field,  actuated  only  to  secure  the  safety  of  our  principles,  inviting  my  return  to  the  repub- 
lic, which  documents  I  do  not  employ,  as  they  were  of  a  confidential  nature. 

The  task  was,  furthermore,  easy,  inasmuch  as  I  had  witnessed  the  reprobation  following 
this  Tidation  of  the  law  by  Senor  Juarez,  not  alone  from  persons  occupying  high  positions 
in  Chihuahua,  which  State  was  the  official  residence  of  that  gentleman,  but  from  the  mem- 
ben  of  the  legislature  of  that  same  St-ate,  as  I  have  ample  evidence  to  demonstrate,  did  it 
Dotrovolve  a  breach  of  confldence  in  giving  private  letters  to  the  light.  One  of  the  membera 
of  that  legiglatore,  of  the  highest  social  and  political  standing,  came  to  me  as  a  commissioner, 
after  a  travel  of  a  hundred  leagues,  for  the  express  purpose  of  invoking  my  return,  as  soon 
M  it  became  apparent  that  Senor  Juarez  de(>igned  trampling  upon  the  rights  of  the  republic. 
Ihat  representative  stated  to  me  that  the  State  of  Chihuahua  would  not  acquiesce  in  the 
moT|Mtion  of  Senor  Juarez,  but  would,  on  the  contrary,  repudiate  all  his  acts,  which  I 
beliefe  it  has  done. 

And  the  task  was  easy,  as  a  final  reason,  because  the  late  President  destroyed  ihe  sole 
BMUtt  whence  he  derived  popular  prestige,  and  if  he  lingers  in  political  existence  within  a 
eoTDarof  the  national  territory,  it  is  that  he  is  tolerated  from  exceptional  motives,  to  which 
I  nerd  not  now  allnde. 

However  easy  to  me  would  have  been  the  establishment  of  a  government,  it  was  not 
>nch  in  easy  task  to  convince  myself  as  to  the  neoessity  of  assuming  a  prominent  part  in  a 
drama  representing  the  government  with  conflicting  executives,  and  at  the  same  time  con- 
^^odhig  with  a.  foreign  power,  eren  though  one,  having  no  excuse  in  lack  of  national  vir- 
^oe,  arrogated  to  Itself,  amid  the  darkness  of  the  pending  struggle,  powers  which  had  origi- 
^y  been  conferred  by  the  people.  Yet,  had  I  believed  the  honor  of  Mexico,  and  the 
boQor  of  Mexico  alone,  demanded  my  temporary  abntinence  from  establishment  of  a  legiti- 
>nte  government,  In  the  hope  either  that  Sefior  Juarez  would  restore  to  the  nation  that 
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which  he  had  tinlawfull  j  appropriated  to  himself,  or  that  the  natioa  would  arouse  to  a 
»eD8e  of  injured  dignity,  I  lil^ewiue  iMlieved  that  the  majestj  of  Mezloo  should  haTe 
rebuked  the  scandalous  acts  of  Scfior  Benito  Jnarez,  as  it  has  alr»*ady  done  in  similar  cases. 
Let  him  l>e  rebuked,  inasmuch  ai)  the  establishment  of  a  legitimate  government,  by  bim 
overridden,  has  cost  the  nation  more  than  half  a  century  of  blood-stained  conflicts.  Let 
him  be  rebuked  for  having  vitiated  tliat  very  principle  fur  which  we  are  sacrificing  hamaQ 
life  in  a  contest  with  one  of  the  roost  powerful  nations  of  the  earth.  Let  him  be  rebuked, 
f(»r  were  he  not.  the  naiion  forfeits  title  to  its  own  existence,  inaAmuch  as  a  people  poinit- 
ting  its  laws  to  be  desecrated  at  the  option  of  its  ruler  can  neither  guanntee  ita  own  in- 
tegrity nor  hope  to  advance  towards  the  standard  of  civilization  enjoyed  by  nations  jealooi 
of  their  well-being  Mexico,  however,  thanks  to  its  own  endeavore,  is  progressing  steadily 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  as  will  be  demonstrated  by  the  documents  I  now 
pnbiiffh.  Let  the  nation  rebuke  the  treachery  of  this  msn  for  the  sake  of  its  own  honor, 
even  tbongh  it  stiflers  a  passing  penalty  for  his  transgressions  ;  for  a  nation  straggling  for 
a  principle  consecrated  within  the  hearts  of  its  citizejis  must  inevitably  resuscitate  with  a 
tenfold  vigor.  •  Not  so  with  a  people  who  succumb  at  the  dictation  of  a  man  usorpiog 
authority  through  the  vacillations  of  its  sjons,  to  its  own  and  individual  aggrandiseiBaik, 
lor  that  people  stand  for  all  ages  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of  Qod  and  man. 

Mexico  will,  doubtlessly,  preserve  her  independence,  preserve  her  prindples,  preserve 
her  honor.  Should  the  caprices  of  fortune  render  the  salvation  of  her  indopendence  an 
impossibility  her  honor  may  be  saved  at  all  hazards,  for  all  the  strength  of  the  wcn'ld  ia 
im|totent  t>  destroy  the  honor  of  a  people  who,  like  the  Mexican  nation,  has  straggled 
around  a  flag  whose  tdttnred  folds  will  bear  to  the  end  the  inscription  of  a  solitary  cardinal 
principle.  Triumphant^  will  shine  in  effulgent  glory  ;  down-trodden,  it  will  cany  to  re- 
mote age  the  noblest  title  to  heroic  martyrdom. 

It  may  be  insinuated,  as  some  have  already  done,  that  if  Juarez  has  acted  illegally,  an 
admisHion  of  the  fact  would  dishonor  him  and  thereby  inflict  injury  upon  the  nation. 

Will  my  silence,  or  the  silence  of  ?ix  or  eight  other  men,  propitiate  a  nation  whose  piifi- 
leges  and  laws  have  been  trampled  under  foot  by  the  Idividual  to  whose  custody  they  have 
been  intrusted  ?  Can  a  silence  of  this  nature  confer  prestige  upon  a  man  violating  his  oath 
and  reprobating  his  duties  f  Can  it  prejudice  a  nation  to  protest  energetically  againit 
wjong  perpetrated  in  its  name?  Has  it  prejudiced  Mexico  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  to 
have  protected  against  the  creation  of  a  throne  upon  the  land  of  Hidalgo,  and  to  have  pro- 
claimed that  the  rights  of  Mexico  have  been  assailed  through  the  usurpation  of  a  foreign 
armed  force  ?  Does  the  sentiment  of  Mexico  and  the  world  depend  upon  expression  of  our 
judgment  ?  Will  our  silence  alter  the  nature  of  political  acts,  rendering  bad  good  and 
good  bad? 

The  reputation  of  a  public  functionary  depends  neither  upon  the  silence  nor  the  expres- 
sion of  any  one  citizen,  but  upon  the  unequivocal  and  impartial  judgment  of  society,  wh^ 
popular  sentiment  canonizes,  so  to  speak,  the  right  and  legal  procedure  of  that  functiooaryt 
None  can  be  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  when  the  trials  of  a  nation  are  at  their  highest  pitch 
it  is  far  more  noble  and  honorable  to  exhibit  herself  worthy  of  herself,  oondemning  all  actc 
that  she  would  have  ditKx>untenanced  when  in  the  plenUtude  of  majesty  and  power,  or 
against  the  dignity  and  spirit  of  the  law.  The  heroism  of  a  country,  like  unto  that  of  a 
man.  is  rarely  evoked  unless  beneath  bitter  trials,  imposed  upon  it  through  emergent  cir- 
cumstances 

I  herewith  publish  the  correspondence  between  Renors  Juarez  and  Prieto.  relative  to  the 
letter  address^  by  me  to  the  former,  through  the  medium  of  this  latter,  respecting  tender 
of  my  services  to  the  government  while  outhide  of  the  territorial  limits  to  which  I  hare 
alluded  in  my  manifesto.  To  demonstrate  the  accuracy  of  my  statements  Sn  this  latter 
docnment,  it  would  sufilce  the  public  to  know  that  the  epistle  had  been  received  by  the 
government.  This  Is  not  only  shown  by  the  correspondence,  but  the  additional  fact  that 
it  was  received  in  May  or  June,  and  according  to  Senor  Juarez's  authority  was  not  responded 
to  until  September,  thereby  proving  that  reply  tu  a  communication  of  vital  importance  wat 
intentionally  delayed  for  several  months.  Moreover,  I  was  assured  that  that  which  I  p> 
quested  should  receive  the  requisite  authorizjition,  without  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
government  so  to  do,  and  that,  while  I  was  awaiting  this  authorization  I  should  remain  oat- 
side  of  Mexico,  in  order  that  Benor  Juarez  might  publish,  in  a  decree,  that  I  had  abandoned 
the  presidency  of  the  court,  dwelling  permanently  in  a  foreign  land  without  license,  and  I 
had  not  even  informed  the  government  as  to  when  I  intended  returning  within  the  republic 
I  have  already  stated  that  I  never  received  an  answer  from  Senor  Juarez. 

JESUS  a.  OETEQA. 
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HB  OONflTU'UTlOKAL  PBmiMnT  OF  Till  BUPBKXB  OOUKT  OF  JWaOZ  OFTHB  BUPUBLIO  OF  MEXICO. 

Circular, 

I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  the  protest  and  manifesto  which  I  have  deemed  it  incuna- 
beni  upOD  me  to  make  public,  in  regard  to  the  coup  (Titai  perpetrated  by  Senors  Benito  Jua- 
rez and  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada. 

National  as  well.as  State  legislation  having  been  necessarily  suspended  during  continu- 
ance of  hobtilities,  nothing  remains  to  direct  the  administration  of  publjc  affairg  save  those 
high  fanctionaries  elevated  to  power  through  the  vote^  of  the  people.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  I  address  myself  to  you,  inquiring  as  to  the  cour<^  of  conduct  you  have  adopted  with 
leppect  to  this  outrage  upon  legal  order,  and  whether  you  repudiate  or  indorse  the  act. 

The  nation  preserves  an  inherent  right  at  all  times,  and  especially  during  hours  of  trial 
and  anguish,  to  demand  from  public  officials  the  expression  of  their  opinion  as  to  matters 
touching  the  common  weal.  This  right  conceded,  I  conceive  it  to  be  obligatory  upon  me, 
fts  president  of  the  supreme  court,  to  collate  all  available  information  upon  that  head.  Did 
I  not  do  M>,  I  would  regard  myself  amiss  in  the  discharge  of  the  sacred  duties  imposed  upon 
my  position,  and  most  particularly  so  when  we  contemplate  the  circumstances  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  affecting  the  country. 

If  I,  in  this  instance,  avail  myself  of  mj  title  as  president  of  the  supreme  court,  and  not 
of  that  of  President  of  the  republic,  to  which  position  £  possess  a  perfectly  legal  right 
undet  the  constitution,  it  is  because  I  do  not  deem  it  expedient,  while  the  national  inde* 
pendenoe  is  in  jeopardy,  to  elevate  contradictory  standards,  even  though  the  one  be  em- 
blasoned  with  the  motto,  **  Order,"  and  the  other  with  '*  Abuse  of  Power,"  and  treason 
tgainst  organic  law.  Tet  my  forbearance  does  not  necessitate  the  republic  to  recoorniEe  as 
Intimate  the  official  acts  of  Benito  Juarez  after  the  SOth  day  of  November  last  past. 
Considerations  as  to  the  national  welfare,  both  now  and  for  the  future,  will  ever  instigate 
my  actions  ;  nevertheless  I  will  always  struggle  to  reconcile  the  cause  of  independence  with 
the  absolute  salvation  of  the  law. 

Do  not  on  any  account  presume  that  this  note  is  designed  to  solicit  your  opinion  upon  an 
nnprofitc^le  business,  neither  that  I  have  constituted  myself  into  a  judge  as  to  your  con- 
duct. No !  the  object  of  this  epistle  is  much  more  noble  and  elevated.  The  nation  is 
undergoing  a  terrible  ordeal ;  her  organic  code  has  been  ruthlessly  violated,  and  that  at  a 
moment  of  the  nation's  crisis,  struggling  against  a  foreign  invasion  and  battling  to  conserve 
the  form  of  government  instituted  by  that  same  organic  code,  without  which  independence 
would  be  a  nullity.  The  assumption  of  a  solemn  oath,  my  duties,  my  honor,  my  patriotic 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  Mexico,  render  it  obligatory  upon  me  to  exert  my  most  earnest 
endeavors  to  preserve  inviolate  the  constitution  and  laws,  whose  creation  has  cost  our 
nation  so  many  and  bitter  sacrifices.  At  the  same  time  a  similar  sense  of  duty  impels  me  to 
exercise  an  equal  devotion  towards  a  preservation  of  our  national  independence  ;  conse- 
quently, I  have  attempted  to  effect  both  purposes  simultaneously,  rendering  the  one  sub- 
servient to  the  other.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  have  not  appealed  directly  to  the  masses, 
who  might  manifest  their  disapprobation  of  the  Juarez  usurpation  in  a  tempestuous  man- 
ner. To  avoid  tumultuous  demonstrations  from  the  populace  I  have  addressed  myself  to 
the  officers  of  the  people,  citizens  charged  with  supervision  of  popular  rights,  whose  foun- 
dation rests  upon  the  observance  of  the  constitution. 

During  peaceful  times  and  those  of  national  quietude,  the  organic  law  lays  down  both 
ihe  order  of  succession  and  the  manner  wherein  each  authority  and  functionary  attains 
exercise  of  the  duties  intrusted  to  them  by  the  people.  During  an  emergent  period  these 
provisions  may  be  departed  from.  Tet  the  precedent  of  history  in  similar  instances  has 
demonstrated  that  the  most  appropriate  method  of  saving  popular  rights  is  one  wherein 
the  opinions  of  the  representative  departments  have  been  consulted.  With  this  aim  we 
have  observed  governors  and  local  representatives  of  the  respective  States,  either  in  accord 
or  separately,  protest  i^nst  ignominious  acts  wherever  they  had  the  power  so  to  do,  when 
eudi  acts  were  found  to  be  in  oonflict  with  the  spirit  of  the  law  as  the  exponent  of  the  will 
of  the  sovereign  people. 

For  the  reasons  I  have  given  I  now  address  myself  to  you  as  a  representative  of  the 
people,  even  although  you  are  momentarily  debarred  from  the  exercise  of  your  functions, 
^  that  in  your  official  capacity  you  may  communicate  to  me  your  sentiments  upon  this  mat- 
ter. While  so  doing  you  may  discard  formalities,  as  much  for  the  reason  that  they  cannot 
at  thii  present  moment  be  complied  with,  as  from  a  consideration  of  the  grave  clicum- 
staoees  which  encompass  our  common  country, 
ladependenoe,  liberty,  and  the  constitution  1    San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  February  3,  1866. 

J.  G.  ORTEGA. 
The  CossTiTunoHAL  GoYSEXOR  qf  the  State  qf  ■. 
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lirom  Vm  cmtliMimal  (f09ermfr  qf  iht  State  t^  Jhtrtrng^, 

As  a  8ati8&ctor7  replj  to  yoar  commniiiGAtioD  of  yeoterday,  inqniring  as  to  my  opinion  <^ 
the  amp  cTiUU  of  Jaarei,  the  manner  in  which  it  impressed  me,  and  my  projected  line  of 
conduct  for  the  fnture,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  forwaided  to 
Senor  Juarez  from  Prcindio  del  Norte,  dated  December  15,  of  the  past  year. 
Independence  and  liberty !    San  Antonio,  February  4,  1866. 

J.  M.  PATONL 
The  Citizen  J.  G.  Ortioa, 

CoMtitutional  PrMmt  </  the  Republic  qf  Mexico. 


pRisinio  DiL  NoRTS,  December  15,  1865. 

Mt  Df  ab  Frieno  ar»  Sir  :  The  circumstance  of  the  French  troops  being  at  the  gates  of 
Chihuahua  at  both  my  arrival  and  departure  from  that  city,  the  implied  bad  taste  of  mani- 
festing my  sentiments  dating  the  critical  moments  signalizing  our  last  interview,  and  lastly 
a  determination  not  to  take  the  initiative  in  enunciating  my  discontent  at  your  coup  ^iiat^ 
believing  that  task  to  be  more  properly  allotted  to  persons  of  more  consideration  than 
myself,  impellod  me  to  preserve  silence  on  that  occasion,  while  at  the  same  time  my  doty 
iosHgaXed  me  to  indite  a  confidential  epistle  to  you  on  a  matter  affecting  national  iott- rest& 

It  is  not  within  my  province,  neither  do  I  boast  capacity  adequate,  to  analyze  the  decrets 
of  the  8th  of  November.  Nevertheless,  however  masterly  may  be  deemed  the  manner  in 
which  the  law  has  been  perverted,  however  applicable  and  sagacious  may  be  the  dedoclkms 
drawn  from  the  spiiit  of  the  law  by  your  cabinet,  in  everything  n<#t  comprised  within  the 
circle  you  have  described  for  your  personal  advantage,  every  honest  citizen  perceives  that 
the  law  has  been  violtited ;  that  there  does  not  exist  in  your  person  title  sufficit^nt  to  exer- 
cise the  functions  you  have  usurped,  and  that  the  country  is  threatened  with  the  danger  cf 
anarchy,  when  constitutional  order  could  and  should  have  progressed  in  all  its  majesty. 
The  grand  principle,  secured  through  triumph  of  the  plan  of  Ayutla,  was  the  perpetual 
abolition  of  persons.  By  it  popular  sovereignty — the  soul  of  democracy — was  reoogniaed 
as  a  practical  truth,  and  military  mobs  condemned  by  the  just  severity  of  the  people  as 
illegal  combinations,  who,  with  more  or  less  plausibility,  and  stimulated  by  ambitious  lead- 
ers, subjugated  a  populace  incapable  of  resistance. 

When  I  abandoned  my  peaceful  employment,  and  sacrificed  my  private  fortune  in  further- 
ance of  the^e  principles,  and  their  sustenance  through  force  of  arms,  combating  with  like 
vigor  through  adversity  and  success,  I  was  buoyed  up  with  the  trust  that  the  law  would  be 
our  guide,  conscious  as  we  were  that  it  would  be  sustained  by  the  popular  vote. 

The  citizen  soldier  can  never  be  rendered  an  instrument  for  the  destruction  of  the  laws. 
Called  into  existence  by  the  nation,  he  can  never  convert  himself  into  a  traitor  to  its  inter- 
ests, and  as  a  defender  of  the  government  he  can  never  be  induced  to  conspire  ag^nst  its 
interests.  According  to  my  method  of  ol)6eiTation,  and  viewed  by  my  oonacienoe,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  your  retention  of  power  after  the  30th  of  Noveml>er  is  a  usurpation ; 
that  the  naming  of  your  successor  is  an  assumption  unknown  to  our  code,  and  but  initiated 
by  Santa  A  una  during  a  period  of  the  greatest  disorder,  and  that  this  commingling  of  ano- 
malies exposes  the  countiy  to  anarchy,  besides  depriving  it  of  strength,  and  compromii'ing 
our  name  with  foreign  conn  tiles. 

I  adjure  and  pray  of  you,  SeiSor  Juarez,  by  the  lustre  of  your  good  fame,  by  the  well- 
merited  position  to  which  your  virtues  exalted  you,  and  by  the  interebt  of  our  common 
weal,  to  which  your  devotion  has  been  an  earnest  of  hope  and  a  source  of  pride,  to  retrace 
your  steps  upon  the  road  along  which  you  have  started,  as  in  your  footprints  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  follow. 

I  take  greater  pains  to  communicate  to  you  my  resclution.  Inasmuch  as  it  should  recall 
to  mind  memory  of  the  past.  Ton  have  ever  found  me  at  your  side,  un vacillating  and 
obeying  your  every  order  while  you  represented  the  law.  You  will  remember  that  I  hare 
always  been  one  among  the  first  to  fly  to  your  defence,  and  during  moments  when  it  hap- 
pened that  personal  friends  had  deserted  you  I  was  too  anxious  to  hasten  to  your  company, 
eager  to  identify  my  destiny  with  that  of  the  principles  which  you  have  guarded  heretofore 
with  fidelity.  When  you  ceased  to  represent  principles  you  deserted  me ;  so  that  our  sepa- 
ration has  not  been  wrought  through  apprehension  of  danger,  or  through  momentary  emer- 
gencies, but  because  I  did  not  wish  to  appear  as  a  traitor  against  laws  you  taught  us  to 
respect. 

This  manifestation  of  opinion,  which  I  submit  with  the  greatest  respect  and  with  the  best 
of  feeling,  does  not  In  the  least  weaken  my  resolution  to  serve  my  country  with  the  same 
loyalty  I  have  ever  given  evidence  of ;  neither  will  it  prevent  my  union  with  those  who 
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•re  fighting  against  the  ioYader  with  a  det^rmlDation  to  vindicate  our  oornmon  rights  ta 
the  ntmoereztremitf. 

DeoTing  beforehand  any  intimations  of  disresp^t,  and  with  no  wish  of  giving  persona) 
oinoe — on  the  contrary,  actuated  by  the  sincerest  well* wishes  for  your  future— I  assure  you 
in  honesty  and  frankness  that  my  sense  of  loyalty  compels  me,  without  compromising 
myself  with  party  or  person,  distinctly  to  state  that  X  will  obey  no  orders  emanating  from 
yoa  iis  the  government,  but  will  continue  to  defend  my  country  according  to  my  own  innpi- 
lations,  co-operating  with  those  who  l^itimately — indispensable  condition  according  to  my 
judgment— do  so  for  the  salvation  of  our  independence. 

I  do  not  wish  to  conclude  without  acknowledging,  independently  of  my  official  duties, 
my  personal  gratitude  for  the  attentions  you  have  rhown  me.  With  sincere  feelings  of 
€8teem,  I  remain,  as  ever,  your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

J.  M.  PATONI. 

Stnor  BsKno  Juabss,  Pado  del  NorU,  . 


t^am  (As exeomatHuiional gfmernor  qf  the  State  qf  Michoaoan^  rqntbik  (/  ikxteo^  general  qf  dimion, 

Niw  TOBK,  February  26,  1866. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  circular,  dated  Sd  of  this  months 
yoQ  have  communicated  to  me,  inquiring  my  opinion  as  to  the  coup  d'Slat  perpetrated  by 
8enon  Benito  Juares  and  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  through  their  decrees  of  the  8th  of 
KoTember  of  the  past  year. 

In  response,  it  becomes  my  duty  In  the  first  place  to  inform  you  that  my  term  of  office, 
as  constitntio&al  governor  of  the  State  of  Michoacan,  expired  on  the  16th  of  September  of 
last  year;  that  in  consequence  of  the  war  with  a  foreign  power,  I  asked  leave  from  the 
legislature  to  absent  myself  and  devote  myself  to  the  formation  of  forces  for  the  independ- 
ence and  tranquillization  of  our  fatherland.  Being  so  just  and  necessary  an  object,  the 
license  was  granted  by  the  State  congress,  and  in  compliance  with  an  article  in  the  consti- 
tution of  Michoacan,  they  appointed  as  my  successor  the  citisen  Deputy  Antonio  Huerta, 
who,  by  virtue  thereof,  eiitere<l  upon  the  functions  of  that  office,  receiving  at  the  same 
time,  and  from  the  same  legislature,  autboriztitiou  to  continue  in  office  until  a  new  election 
is  held— that  is,  provided  I  should  be  killed  in  action,  or  my  term  of  office  should  expire 
by  reaiion  of  the  prolongation  of  the  war. 

Having  said  this  much,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  respond  to  the  circular  of  February  S, 
in  the  capacity  of  the  former  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of  Michoacan,  and  as  one 
who  received  that  exalted  position  through  popular  suffrage. 

In  inditing  this  letter  [  do  not  wish  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  laws  committed  to  my 
custody  by  the  people,  for  I  neither  desire  to  maintain  a  position  to  which  I  am  not  entitled, 
DOT  usurp  an  ioflqence  not  justly  my  own,  and  which  only  derives  honor  and  respectability 
when  indorsed  by  the  popular  vote. 

For  these  reasons,  while  enumerating  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  coup  d'itat  of  SeRors 
Jtmrexand  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  you  will  accept  ic  as  the  sentiment  of  a  supreme  authority  who 
has  been  intrusted  with  the  governorship  of  an  important  State,  and  as  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  the  only  governor  elected  by  the  popular  voice  who  could  speak  in  its  behalf. 

The  State  of  Michoacan  regards  wilh  deep  bitterness  the  eovp  d*Stat  perpetrated  at  £1 
Paso  del  Norte,  as  antagonistic  to  the  principles  of  the  State  constitution,  and  bedimming 
the  traditional  respect  with  which  the  laws  have  ever  beefi  regarded  by  the  oitisens  of  that 
State.  I  am  intimate  with  the  sentiments  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  well  know  their  obe- 
dience to  the  legitimate  authority,  inasmuch  as  I  am  a  native  of  that  State,  and  have  bad 
the  honor  of  being  at  the  head  of  its  affairs  for  eight  years,  during  which  period  the  rule 
of  ooDstitotional  order  was  never  once  disturbed.  On  the  contrary,  the  sons  of  Michoacan, 
entbnsiasfic  admirers  of  law  and  justice,  have  ever  presented  a  firm  front  against  the  aspir- 
ations of  ambition  and  the  intrigues  of  dif^affection.  Let  the  foolish  attempts  of  Ck)monfort 
attest  the  truth  of  ttiis  declaration.  In  all  things,  neither  has  Michoacan  nor  myself  judged 
otherwise  than  that  the  laws  of  the  republic  owe  their  creation  to  nauvht  save  the  will  of 
the  people,  and  we  believe,  moreover,  that  laws  once  framed  cannot  be  violated  by  any 
peitOQ  at  his  own  will. 

Senor  Benito  Juarez,  who  has  broken  through  ^be  constitutional  defences  of  the  country 
by  a  blind  mlastep,  and  who  now  unfurls  a  revolutionary  banner  with  a  hand  pledged  to 
nntain  that  of  law  and  order  has  not,  neither  can  he  have,  my  assent  to  his  decrees  of  the 
8tb  of  November  last  past.  At  the  period  of  the  never-to-be-forgotten  epoch  of  Ayutla, 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  crushing  out  a  despot  opprepsing  the  Mexican  masses,  I 
marched  to  the  battle-field,  not  only  to  seek  glory  in  triumphing  over  tyranny,  but  to 
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aoqnire  a  groand-plaD  whereon  the  people  ooqM  erect  a  Dation,  so  that  in  the  pages  of  a 
sacred  code  they  coold  read  their  rights  and  duties. 

No  infraction  of  the  laws  nor  disobedience  to  the  snprenae  power  has  thrown  a  shade  upon 
my  public  life ;  on  the  contmry,  wherever  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  nation  hare  beea 
menaced,  the  sons  of  Michoacan,  with  myself,  have- ever  been  foremost  in  their  defeooe. 

Benito  Juarez,  victim  of  the  scandalous  coup  Sitat  of  Comonfort,  is  well  aware  that  among 
the  ranks  of  the  constitutional  army,  organized  to  defend  the  supreme  authority,  I  have 
been  always  ready  for  the  sustenance  of  the  laws,  and  willing  to  die  before  consenting  to 
their  violation.  It  is  in  such  high  esteem  I  hold  the  cardinal  principles  of  right,  acqn^ed 
through  shedding  of  Mexican  blood 

The  consequences  of  our  present  war  are  not  mute  witnesses  of  my  devotion  to  tiie  lawi. 
A  prisoner  of  war  at  Puebia,  and  transported  to  France  as  such,  I  have  never  recognised 
any  other  «ause  than  that  of  the  republic,  nor  any  other  authority  than  that  imposed  opoo 
me 'by  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  congenial  to  the  fundamental  code.  Notwithstanding 
that,  obedience  has  natural  limits,  and  thus,  as  I  would  consider  it  a  crime  to  oppose  legiti- 
mate authority,  I  would  regard  it  a  still  greater  crime  to  obey  one  who  usurps  illegally  the 
sovereign  power. 

Benito  Juarez  hw  finished  bis  career,  for  nothing,  according  to  my  conception,  can  au- 
thorise his  perpetuation  in  authority;  neither  cm  he  exclude  the  person  to  whom  the  law 
gives  the  succension  in  a  determinate  manner.  Consequently  Senor  Juarez  is  bat  a  private 
individual,  and  the  presidency  of  the  republic  has  reverted  to  the  constitutional  preadent 
of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  who  is  the  only  man  entitled  to  direct  the  destinies  of  the 
country.  Therefore,  as  the  last  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of  Miohoacan,  or,  as 
general  of  division  in  the  army,  you  will  please  accept  my  opinion,  which  I  have  set  foith 
in  reply  to  your  circular,  appealing  to  those  placed  by  the  will  of  the  people  to  watch, 
through  all  time,  over  the  national  rights  within  their  respective  jurisdictions. 

Please  accept  the  expression  of  my  high  esteem.  Independence,  liberty,  and  the  oonBtl- 
tution ! 

E    HUEBTA. 

The  General  of  Division  J.  G  OanoA, 

OontUluliomU  Frenderd  qf  the  Moucm  BepubUc. 


Constitutional  Prksidenct  or  thb 

SuPOIUiB  CuURT  OF  THB  MEXICAN  BkPUBUO, 

San  Antonio  de  BezoTf  February  3,  1866. 

I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  the  protest  and  manifesto  which  I  caused  to  be  published 
in  this  city,  respecting  the  cottp  di'at  perpetrated  by  Benito  Juarez  on  the  8th  day  of  Novem- 
ber of  last  year.  I  sent  through  you  from  New  York  to  Senor  Juarez  the  document  alluded 
to.  As  it  was  not  of  a  private  character,  but  relative  to  public  and  national  affairs,  I  trust 
that  you  will  supply  me  with  all  details  in  reference  to  its  reception,  accompanying  the  in- 
formation with  any  document  you  may  possess. 

Clothed  as  you  are  with  an  ofiScial  position,  I  hope  that  you  will  likewise  favor  me  with 
your  views  as  to  the  act  of  Senor  Juarez,  of  which  I  have  made  mention,  and  as  to  that 
which  you  have  done  either  in  approving  or  condemning  the  same. 

The  nation  haa  a  right  at  all  times,  and  more  especially  during  ite  hours  of  trial,  to  lean 
the  conduct  of  public  officers. 

As  for  myself,  and  placed  in  the  position  of  president  of  the  court  through  popular  suf- 
frage, I  believe  myself  compelled  to  gather  such  information,  so  as  to  comply  with  the  obli- 
gations imposed  upon  me  by  my  duty,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  national  situation. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  the  oonsti tution  I 

J.  G.  OBTEai. 

GUILLZRJIO  PaiBTO, 

PottmoMer  QtntTol  cf  OiA  Maaean  BtfMiA. 


OfFICI  OF  POSTMASTBB  GbNKRAL  OF  THB  IIbXIOAN  RePUBLXO, 

San  Antonio  de  Btxar^  FAmary  15,  1866. 

llie  misfortune  of  suffering  in  my  eyesight  deprives  me  of  the  pleasure  of  answering  yoar 
official  note  autographically,  and  as  extensively  as  I  would  wish  ;  consequently,  I  an 
obliged  to  send  you  copies  of  the  documents  to  which  you  make  allusion. 

The  first  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  an  intimate  friend  in  Chihuahua,  and  exhibits  in  the 
amplest  manner  my  opinion  with  respect  to  the  coup  d'itaf,  free  from  all  other  motives  than 
those  of  sorrow  at  the  unexpected  retention  of  authority  by  Senor  Juarez.    I  have  the  honor 
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of  aaBorlng  you  that  my  oondnct  has  heen  entirely  consistent  with  my  ideas.  At  the  time 
I  suspected  the  incredible  weakness  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic,  I  demonstrated 
to  him  personally,  and  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  the  consequences  of  his  design.  I  made ' 
paUio  my  disapproral  of  the  scheme,  and  to  avoid  scanda^  sent  in  my  resiguation,  which 
was  not  accepted ;  while,  in  my  discourse  of  September  16,  I  alluded  to  the  advantages 
Senor  Juarez  would  obtain  by  swerving  from  the  path  of  usurpation.  I  caused  my  name  to 
be  stricken  from  the  head  of  the  official  newspaper  when  publication  of  the  decrees  of  the 
uup  tTitai  was  made.  I  had  published  that  paper  gratuitously  for  two  years.  Finally, 
croBBiog  the  desert,  I  retired  to  a  foreign  country,  separating  myself  from  a  class  of  persons 
sttemptiog  to  impose  upon  the  nation  as  law  scholastic  cunning,  which  the  people  will  have 
the  good  sense,  doubtlessly,  never  to  acoept. 

The  other  documents  which  I  forward  are  copies  of  letters  exchanged  with  Senor  Juares. 
They  will  bear  me  out  In  saying  that  I  placed  the  letter  which  you  iotrusted  to  me  in  the 
bao4^  of  that  high  functionary ;  that  he  was  aware  of  your  being  in  a  foreign  country,  with 
the  iDtentlon  of  remaining  there  for  a  time ;  that  he  never  exhibited  the  slightest  disap- 
probation of  your  conduct ;  and,  finally,  that  he  did  not  answer  you  until  the  7th  of  Septem- 
b^,  at  a  time  when  it  was  publicly  known  that  the  idea  of  the  eoup  cT^tal  existed  with  the 
cabiDet. 

I  believe  what  I  have  said  will  cover  the  object  of  your  note ;  as  for  myself,  I  have  the 
Mtisfiurtion  of  knowing  that  I  liave  performed  everything  possible,  consistent  with  my  duty. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  the  constitution ! 

GUILLERBfO  PRIETO. 

General  J.  G.  Ortboa, 

QuutitutiMal  Frtiident  </  the  Rqntblie  qf  Mexieo. 


[Strictly  confidential.] 

Paso  dkl  Nobtb,  October  31,  1866. 

Mt  DiAK  Framk  :  This  will  be  no  letter,  but  a  panorama  of  the  terrible  shock  which  I 
suffer  in  a  painful  manner.  You  will  comperhend  my  meaning  by  reading  the  enclosed 
decree,  issued  by  Benito  Juarez  on  this  date— a  decree  which  it  is,  at  this  moment,  impos- 
sible for  me  to  analyze,  as  I  feel  as  if  I  were  in  the  midst  of  chaos  The  decree,  as  you  will 
perceive,  is  apparently  accordiog  to  the  law,  besides  being  solicitous  for  the  well-beiog  of 
the  army,  and  in  accord  with  the  purest  seotiments  of  patriotism  Ostensibly  it  is  a  measure 
vhtch  does  not  transcend  the  natural  fticulties  of  the  executive,  against  exercise  of  wh  ch 
opposition  woald  be  made  only  from  selfibh  motives.  But  a  careful  perusal  will  disclose  the 
je«iitical  mask  covering  the  presidential  question,  so  as  to  cloak,  during  the  nation's  most 
solemu  trial,  in  the  must  audacious  and  treacherous  minner,  by  surprise,  the  prologue  to 
the  coup  d'iutt.  It  is  thrown  forth  as  a  secret  poison  to  assassinate  legality  ;  it  is  designed 
ts  an  ingenioQs  dagger  to  pierce  unnoticed,  but  to  It-ave  behind  an  incurable  wound  The 
allusion  to  Ortega  is  transparent  on  every  line.  It  is  he  who  U  away  in  a  foreign  land, 
lesTing  with  license  and  absent  for  four  months.  It  cannot  mean  Berrioz^ibal,  for  he  was 
recalled  by  express  orders ;  neither  is  it  Huerta  and  his  companious,  for  they  are  excluded. 
Ortega  is  the  party  denounced,  as  any  reasonable  being  can  at  a  glance  detect. 

This  man,  whom  the  unalterable  law  declares  to  be  President  of  the  republic ;  this  man, 
whose  title  was  confirmed  in  a  solemn  manner  by  the  government  but  a  short  year  since, 
when  pablio  opinion  accused  him  of  being  ambitious — whether  with  reason  or  not  we  cannot 
>S7,  as  memory  of  his  defeat  at  Majoma  remains  fresh,  as  accusations  from  which  he  wae  alh 
'oM  hjf  gooernmeni  are  still  being  fanned  by  hate  and  malice— this  man,  I  say,  is  not  judged 
nor  condemned,  but  his  power  is  torn  from  him,  as  one  dangerous  to  the  common  weal,  or 
UDworthy  his  trust.  No  !  the  law  is  spread  as  a  trap  so  as  to  render  him  helpless  ;  when, 
thus  enchained,  he  is  wounded  and  robbed  of  his  legitimate  fuuctions. 

Do  not  think  for  a  moment  that  I  am  pleading  for  Ortega  as  an  individual.  I  defend 
him  as  he  at  this  moment  stands,  the  personification  of  right.  I  neither  favor  him  nor 
dread  him,  nor  have  I  evidence  to  show  him  preferable  to  Juarez,  but  in  all  justice  I  regard 
him  as  an  exponent  of  the  law,  whom  they  desire  to  override  with  a  cowardly  intrigue, 
<^<3Bcocted  in  secrecy  and  out  of  the  popular  sight.  The  decree  is  a  confusion  of  ideas, 
wbtch  renders  its  uoravelling  difiQcult.  The  presidential  question  is  a  simple  one ;  the  con- 
stiuition  places  a  definite  and  positive  term  to  the  presidential  offiee,  so  that  a  usurpation  is 
impomible.  It  expresses  that,  no  matter  what  may  happen,  the  president  of  the  court  shall 
be  the  substitute  for  the  President  when  the  term  of  office  of  this  last  expires,  and  no 
Section  is  held  for  his  successor.  The  subterfuge  of  declaiming  the  incumbents  to  remain 
in  office  until  a  new  election  is  not  expressly  set  forth,  but  implied,  in  my  estimation  : 
First,  because  this  case  is  like  all  others,  and  provided  for  in  the  constitution ;  secondly, 
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because,  when  the  law  regelating  eleotioos  was  adopted,  tbe  contrarj  was  held ;  and,  lastly, 
becaoee,  in  tbe  famous  answer  of  Lerdo  to  Ortega,  government  denied  the  right  to  diaoge 
tbe  law. 

Ortega  left  tbe  oonatry  npon  ^ve  of  absence,  advised  the  goremment  of  his  rnsidaice, 
placed  bis  services  at  its  option,  wrote  directly  to  Juraez,  and  still  received  no  sign  of  its 
disapprobation.    To  all  of  this  you  are  a  witness. 

Tbe  previous  career  of  Ortega  in  Chibuabua  gave  no  evidence  of  irregularity  or  inaoleooe ; 
be  respected  tbe  resolutions  of  tbe  govemioent ;  be  acquiesced  in  its  mandates,  and  left  to 
make  himself  useful.  But  that  nothing  should  be  wanting  in  this  violation  of  the  law.  It 
is  concoctt'd  with  ingCDious  perversion,  which  is  sought  to  he  excused  by  sophistry  and 
perfidy.  Was  it  anticipated  or  found  inconvenient  that  Ortega  should  come  Into  powerf 
Then  wby  did  they  not  trump  up  a  thousand  reasons  or  plausible  pretexts  to  incapacitate 
him  f  Was  it  not  rumored  that  be  committed  an  error  while  exercising  power  as  governor 
of  Zacatecas,  and  thereby  destroyed  his  right  to  tbe  position  of  president  of  the  court f 
Was  it  not  reported  that  he  should  have  been  court-martialed  for  bis  conduct  at  ICajomaf 
If  so,  wby  did  be  continue  vested  with  authority  and  recognised  as  suooessor  to  the  presi- 
dency f 

We  will  suppose  that  Ortega  deserves  the  pros'K^ution  so  openly  instituted  ag^ainst  bifln. 
What  is  the  power  for  bis  Judgment  ?  Has  not  the  constitution  prescribed  the  method  <^ 
procedure  ?  Is  there  no  restriction  imposed  upon  the  faculties  which  tbe  government  has 
arrogated,  thrusting  tbe  future  into  the  embrace  of  tisutpation  and  absolutism  f  Why 
deceive  the  nation  with  this  assumption  of  perjury  and  falsehood  ?  Is  it  possible  that  the 
presence  of  a  foreign  enemy  renders  us  blind  to  the  theft  perpetrated  upon  the  Bational 
laws,  upon  the  most  precious  of  conquered  rights  ?  Is  not  all  this  formality  and  falsifica- 
tion tbe  proper  weapons  of  usurpers  f 

Juarez  has  heretofore  been  my  idol,  both  on  account  of  his  virtues  and  his  having  been 
chosen  by  tbe  law,  for  bis  standard  was  our  glory  and  our  rights,  and  were  we  to  faSl,  we 
must  succumb  in  defence  of  the  law.  What  remains  of  our  political  edifice  ?  Whom  shall 
we  respect  ?  Does  it  make  any  difference  whether  the  usurper  be  named  Santa  Anna  or 
Comonfort,  or  Ceballos,  as  of  old,  or  Juarez,  the  suicide  of  to-day  ?  We  will  suppose  that 
Junu  z  was  a  political  necessity,  and  that  bis  administration  was  immaculate.  Did  he  derive 
reputation  apart  fn»m  hU  bflScial  position  ?  We  will  not  hazard  tbe  presumption  that  a 
change  would  prove  distasteful,  or  that  6ur  exterior  relations,  being  paralyzed,  would  prove 
tbe  cau^e  of  anarchy.  Has  not  usurpation  the  same  or  greater  dangers  ?  What  would  be 
tbe  result  from  tbe  discontent  of  tbe  adherents  of  Jaarez  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  where  they 
are  very  few  in  number?  Is,  then,  discontent  comparable  to  tbe  disaffection  of  Negrete, 
of  Zacatecas,  of  tbe  division  of  the  army  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  and  of  the  remainder  ojf 
tbe  republic  ?  Yet  all  this  occurs  through  the  action  adopted  by  Juarez.  Tbe  partisans  of 
principle  will  not  recognize  Juarez  in  the  future,  for  they  advocate  principles,  not  men. 
Such  being  the  case,  will  it  justify  a  deliberate  rising  in  favor  of  Ortega? 

What  are  our  foreign  relations  ?  Who  will  assure  us  that  the  United  States  will  continue 
their  sympathy  after  this  coup  d'itat,  as  they  always  follow  principles,  and  not  persons  ? 

And  what  an  instrument  to  our  disadvantage  will  be  this  act  in  the  bands  of  oar  enemies 
when  knowledge  of  it  becomes  diffused  to  the  world  at  large. 

Anarchy  ?  It  is  a  word,  under  tbe  circumstances,  which  terrifies  more' than  H  injures; 
it  exists  already,  and  through  it  may  be  saved  the  national  honor. 

There  can  be  no  anarchy  when  there  is  unity  in  thought,  and  this  unity  employed  to  pat 
down  the  invasion.  If  Artcaga  and  Regules,  Fernando  Ortega,  Riva  Palados.  and  Roeales, 
and  all  tbe  chiefs,  bad  been  subjected  to  or  omitted  from  our  orders,  what  would  have  become 
of  the  country  ?  Anarchy  is  horrible  when  the  ambition  of  different  men  is  loosened  to  ran 
liot.  ITien  the  struggle  between  the  strong  and  the  weak  commences  on  the  same  soil. 
But  the  country  without  a  head  would  have  an  insurrection,  and  that  this  would  be  com- 
mon will  be  the  suprenle  good  of  tbe  country.  Would  not  the  nation  be  convulsed  to  see 
tbe  flag  of  tbe  invader  disappear,  only  to  give  place  to  another  equally  illegal  and  equally 
detested  ? 

In  any  cnf^e  should  evil  befall  the  country,  Juarez  and  those  who  have  allured  him  to  his 
ruin  will  Btand  the  blame,  and  not  those  who  follow  the  path  of  duty  and  honor  respecting 
tbe  public  will  of  the  country,  which  is  expressly  mentioned  in  their  fundamental  code.  I 
even  go  further,  and  suppose  this  extraordinary  feat  of  Jugglery. of  Juarez  to  terminate  hap- 
pily. Is  it  honorable  to  follow  him  ?  Is  it  right  to  acknowledge  such  a  vaulting  ov«r'the 
law?  Ought  we  to  tolerate  this  act,  thus  authorizing  others  of  a  similar  nature  which 
would  very  soon  follow  7     For  my  part  I  will  not. 

I  have  been  so  candid  with  you  so  far  that  not  even  the  fear  of  the  constitution's  being 
broken  stops  me.  Our  cause  is  so  grand  that  the  glory  of  driving  out  the  invaders  would 
be  unfading,  and  this  might  tempt  me  to  act  as^ainst  tbe  laws ;  but  no ;  that  would  be 
reputation  for  tbe  life  of  the  country.    I  have  not  done  it  yet.     I  am  not  frigfateoed. 
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J  am  iHghtened  to  contemplate  Jnares  as  a  revolationist,  inert,  crippled,  haggling, 
occnpying  himself  with  misrepresentations,  or  in  elevating  the  baseness  of  vengeance 
against  a  certain  person  to  the  height  of  a  state  question.  Can  you  imagine  Juarez  as  i^ 
revolutionist!  What  are  the  rights  of  this  man?  What  his  strens^th?  Are  the  destinies 
of  a  country  to  be  subverted  at  the  call  of  a  scene  shifter?  Can  this  rushing  of  a  country 
ioto  perdition  be  caused  by  cautious  but  deceitful  night  vigils  and  thought?  Is  it  virtue 
to  break  the  law?  Is  it  right  to  be  the  judge  in  your  own  case  ?  Is  it  honorable  that  the 
culprit  should  turn  the  tables  on  his  judge  and  declare  him  a  thief,  because  he  happens  to 
acquire  a  temporal  power? 

I  repeat  that  I  grope  in  darkness  and  know  not  where  to  turn. 

How  obscure  and  treacherous  is  this  document ;  how  it  omits  the  name  of  Ortega ;  what 
an  innocent  and  natural  air  it  bears.  If  we  say  to  the  government,  Here,  that  artful  idea, 
that  order,  is  an  ambush  from  behind  which  you  will  assassinate  the  legitimate  poBse»sor 
of  what  you  declare  to  be  your  inheritance ;  then  they  might  say,  What  do  you  deduce 
from?  Damn  anathemas  on  the  calumniator.  Shame  and  punishment  to  the  suspicious 
rogue! 

I  saw  this  intrigue  coming  and  I  threw  up  my  position,  because  I  had  neither  labor  to 
perform  nor  means  of  livelihood.  My  renouncement  of  office  was  not  accepted,  and  I  was 
retained  so  as  to  martyrise  me,  or  for  the  purpose  of  having  me  desert  my  position  in  an 
iD&mons  way,  so  that  this  desertion  might  be  used  as  a  gag  to  stop  my  just  reproof  of  what 
I  knew  to  be  a  turning  of  the  tmth,  the  abjuration  of  the  law,  the  improbable  transforma-  • 
tion  of  the  legitimate  government  into  a  strolling  company  of  actors,  who  wish  to  enact 
plajs  after  the  manner  of  Napoleon  the  Little,  and,  0  shame !  after  the  style  of  Maximilian 
tbeBickety! 

Can  yon  imagine  what  I  have  suffered  ?    Can  yon  imagine  my  situation  when  I  am  the 
exception  among  those  gentlemen  ? 
I  am  yours,  aflfectionately, 

GUILLERMO  PRIETO. 

Paso  del  Nortk,  October  1;  1865. 

Vt  Diab  FRnENB  Ain>  Sir  :  The  last  two  times  in  which  I  have  seen  you,  you  have  mani- 
fested that  you  were  displeased  with  me.  This  displeasure  is  caused  doubtlessly  by  my 
having,  in  a  thoughtless  moment,  disclosed  my  ideas  at  a  public  entertainment,  but  which 
I  am  proud  to  say  were  conformable  to  the  law  and  the  honor  of  the  government.  Having 
lost  yonr  esteem,  I  miss  one  of  the  most  powerful  reasons  for  being  near  your  person,  as 
well  as  the  small  recompense  of  eisht  years  of  public  service,  in  all  of  which  time  1  have 
given  patent  proofiB  of  my  loyalty  to  the  cause,  and  of  affection  to  you  personally.  Mis- 
representation is  a  degradation,  and  I  have  remained  here  so  as  not  to  degrade  myself.  I 
bc^  of  yon  as  a  spedal  favor  that  you  give  an  order,  causing  the  labors  of  the  administra- 
tioD  of  the  post  offices  to  cease,  which  in  fact  are  useless,  for  I  neither  have  anything  to  do 
in  that  respect,  nor  have  I  any  salary,  and  this  order  will  rid  you  of  me,  and  rid  me  from 
l«iDg  the  victiin  of  penury. 

I  am,  as  ever,  your  servant  and  friend,  

GUILLERMO  PRIETO. 

Bfenro  JvARB. 


Paso  dil  Norti,  Odcbtr  1,  1865. 

Mr  DiAR  Frirrd  :  I  answer  your  letter  ot  to-day  by  saying  that  I  cannot  give  the  order 
tostop  the  administration  of  poet  offices  as  you  wish,  because  that  would  be  equivalent  to 
the  government  commencing  the  destniction  of  public  admlnistratioii.  Lot  the  enemy 
<ieitroy  it  if  they  liaye  the  power,  and  such  should  be  the  destiny  of  my  conntry,  but  I 
•hail  neither  do  it  nor  allow  it  to  be  done  so  long  as  I  am  able  to  prevent  it.  If  yon  have 
been  wanting  in  drcnmspection  in  the  matter  of  which  yon  speak  I  can  say  nothing,  as  yon 
have  a  fiaitb^l  and  sincere  friend  which  can  satisfy  you  by  approving  or  disapproving  yonr 
conduct ;  that  friend  is  your  own  conscience,  to  which  I  appeal  without  having  the  neces- 
■ity  of  verbal  explanations  in  this  matter,  or  any  other  patticulars  which  you  may  not  wish 
to  hiform  me  of^  or  I  may  wish  to  ask  of  you. 

Before  closing  this  letter  I  ask  of  you  a  fiivor,  which  is,  that  yon  bring  to  yonr  memory 
ttat  I  never  have  said  to  yon  nor  authorized  yon  to  say  to  Qeneral  Gonzales  Ortega,  in  my 
n^be,  that  he  oonld  remain  indefinitely  away  from  his  country.  It  has  never  been  my 
pleasure  to  tell  any  one  to  do  anything  but  what  he  liked  best.  Neither  have  I  authorized 
any  one  to  pmrae  the  road  of  dishonor. 
I  am,  as  always,  yonr  troe  friend, 

BENITO  JUARBZ. 

Omuuao  Pluno. 
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Pa80  dil  Notn,  OclJ>er  1,  186S. 

Mt  Ebtbkmu)  Fbievd  and  Sir  :  I  did  not  wish  for  an  order  to  destroy  the  admiDistratioiQ 
of  poet  offices,  hat  that  the  labors  of  it  should  cease,  which  in  fact  is  the  ca$e.  I  hare 
appealed  to  my  conscience,  and  that  is  not  only  satiitfied  but  proud.  I  have  never  written 
one  single  syllable  to  Qeneral  Ortega,  neither  as  coming  from  myself  nor  yourself,  in  regard 
to  your  feelings  about  his  indefinite  permanency  away  from  his  country.  Once,  in  a  pri- 
vate conversation  between  Iglesias  (minister  of  hacienda  and  gobemadon,  in  the  Joara 
cabinet)  and  myself,  I  said  to  him  that  Ortega  bad  written  to  you  through  me,  ia  wtikli 
letter  he  expressed  a  wish  to  labor  for  our  country  in  the  United  States,  and  asking  yonr 
approbation.  In  answer  to  which  letter  you  told  me  that  you  had  said  to  him  to  act  in 
conjuDction  with  Romero,  (Meziom  minister  to  the  United  States.)  I  added  in  that  con- 
versation that,  taking  this  reply  aa  a  guide,  you  were  not  averse  to  his  remaining  away  from 
his  country.  This  answer  covers  the  grounds  of  your  letter  to  me,  which  ought  neither  to 
offend  you  nor  suspect  your  future  intentions,  and  gives  yon  proof  of  my  proceedings. 
Any  way,  if  you  can  in  any  manner  so  fix  it  as  to  enable  me  to  separate  myself  from  my 
position,  so  that  it  will  not  appear  as  if  I  had  been  expelled,  but  only  as  a  matter  of  deli- 
cacy on  my  part,  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  will  inform  me  as  to  the  manner. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GUILLERMO  PRIETO. 

Bbrito  Juabbz. 

Paso  dsl  Kobti,  Odoher  1,  1865. 
Mt  EsmEMED  Friivd  :  I  am  sure  that  1  could  never  have  told  you  that  I  would  hare 
answered  Ortega  by  telling  him  to  act  in  concert  with  Romero.  I  recollect  having  answered 
Ortega  on  the  7th  day  of  September  lasr,  simply  telling  him  that  he  could  not  receive  the 
authority  which  he  asked  for,  and  this  is  the  fir-it  time  that  I  have  ever  told  any  one  what 
I  had  written  to  your  constituent,  (Ortega  )  I  am  very  happy  to  know  that  you  have  so 
cle^ir  and  proud  a  conscience ;  for  that-being  the  case,  you  will  live  tranquilly. 

I  cannot  grant  your  prayer  in  regard  to  the  ceasing  of  the  labors  of  the  general  admin- 
istration of  poet  offices,  because  I  have  not  the  wish  to  assist  the  invaders  of  Mexico  in 
discrediting  the  administration  of  my  country.  I  cannot  tell  you,  either,  to  leave  yoor 
office,  because  I  have  neither  a  motive  to  tell  y<»n  so,  nor  does  the  government  repel  you, 
nor  are  you  a  stumbling  block  in  the  way. 
I  am  your  affectionate  friend, 

BEIJrrO  JUAREZ. 

GVILLIBUO  PrIKTO. 

Paso  dil  Noitb,  Odnber  2,  )865. 

Mt  EsTEFiTED  Friwd  ANT)  SiR  I  When  I,  in  May  or  June  last,  placed  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Ortega  into  your  hands,  I  am  sure  that  you  then  raid  to  me  that  you  were  going  to  answer 
Ortega  to  the  effect  that  he  should  act  in  concert  with  Romero.  If  you  did  or  did  not  do 
it  I  cannot  say,  neither  do  I  know, what  you  said  to  him  in  your  letter  of  last  month.  The 
former  idea,  that  is  to  say,  that  of  May  or  June,  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Iglesias  ^en,  and 
this  is  a  proof  to  me  that  I  am  not  mistaken. 

I  do  not  think  that  there  would  have  been  dishonor  in  suspending  the  labors  of  the  gen- 
eral administration  of  post  offices,  nor  with  my  ceat^ing  to  operate  would  the  invaders  have 
been  assisted,  for  by  the  same  reasoning  Is  it  not  ridiculous  to  believe  that  the  ceasing  of 
the  administration  of  sealed  paper,  public  lotteries  and  custom-houses,  have  also  aasiiited 
the  invasion  ?  I  proposed  that  I  should  be  considered  as  having  resigned,  for  the  reason 
that  the  public  should  not  know  that  there  ooold  be  a  cause  of  difference  between  you  and 
myself.  To  stop  all  further  doubts,  and  to  close  a  correspondence  which  occnpies  yonr 
attention,  I  herewith  send  my  resignation,  which  I  hope, -as  a  great  and  only  favor,  may  be 
at  once  attended  to. 

I  am  your  affectionate  servant, 

GUILLKRMO  PRIETD. 

Brnito  Juarbi. 


[Copy  of  resignation.] 

Office  of  Ginbral  AniONisTaATiON  of  P.  0., 

Faso  dd  NorU,  October  3,  1865. 
There  being  no  duties  to  perform  In  the  general  administration  of  post  offices,  and  my 
presence  in  this  place  being  of  no  consequence  to  my  cause—on  the  oontrary,  a  source  of 
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nnpleaeant  feelings— I  beg  of  jon  to  entreat  the  President  to  grant  me  leave  to  reMde 
whereyer  I  may  see  fit,  and  if  thig  should  seem  iropa^isible,  to  admit  the  formal  resignation 
which  I  make  to  the  office  of  general  administrator  of  post  offices. 

GUXLLERMO  PRIETO. 
The  MwiaiTiR  of  State, 


Paso  dkl  Nortb,  Odober  2,  1865. 
Mt  EsmifBD  Fribnd  :  I  perfectly  well  recollect  that  I  did  not  tell  you  what  I  was  going 
to  answer  Ortega  when  you  brought  mo  his  letter.     I  said  that  I  would  answer  him  in  a 
courteous  and  polite  manner  and  nothing  more. 

I  will  present  your  resignation  to  the  proper  parties,  and  in  due  time  will  communicate 
to  yoD  their  resolution. 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

GniLKSMO  PRIBTO. 


BSPVBLIOAN  ArKT  OF  MxXIOO,  OfFIOB  OF  BftlOADIKR  GbNFRAL, 

8an  Antonio  dt  BtX'jr^  February  6,  1866. 

Hotwithitaoding  the  several  supreme  decrees  which  would  have  justified  me  at  diftorent 
tio€s  to  have  separated  myself  from  the  Mexican  government,  yet  their  indisputable  title 
to  legality  made  me  remain  at  the  side  of  Mr  Juarez,  where  I  would  now  l>e  weie  it  not  for 
tbe  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November,  which  I  consider  as  an  attempt  against  constitutional 
order. 

When  Genera]  Comonfort,  colleaguiog  with  a  portion  of  the  army,  shi(>Iding  himself  be- 
biod  the  memory  of  glorious  deeds,  and  flattert-d  by  parties  interested,  gave  his  eou]fd*4fai. 
It  in  my  humble  position,  withdrew  from  the  armed  mob,  and  did  not  vacillate  an  instant 
io  giriog  my  support  to  him  who  was  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  and  who 
■bortly  entered  into  the  exercise  of  the  presidential  power.  In  the  struggle  for  reform,  I 
bad  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the  number  who  composed  the  army  that,  victorious  in  the 
dpital,  were  the  first  to  aggrandize  the  head  of  the  government,  so  that  in  his  aggrandizo- 
neat  migbt  be  seen  the  triumph  of  the  law.  During  the  present  war,  the  more  adverse  to 
<nr  caose  was  fortune,  the  more  inseparable  have  I  been  to  the  government,  and  Mr.  Juares 
vill  bear  me  witness,  that  on  treading  tlie  oonfinee  of  the  repuUic,  when  it  appeared  that 
ve  touched  the  limit*  of  our  territory  and  our  hopes  at  the  same  time,  1  was  one  of  the 
^  who  carried  that  far  their  faith  and  respect  for  the  government  which  stiil  upheld  the 
Mered  but  glorious  banner  of  the  nation. 

The  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November  changed  the  Uce  of  affairs,  and  threw  the  country 
bx^  to  the  times  when  an  obscure  plot  displaced  tike  will  of  the  nation  ;  and  when  reason, 
vhi(^  is  the  law,  ceded  its  place  to  arbitrariness,  which  is  nothing  but  a  manifestation  of 
^fiMny,  1  found  myself  more  than  any  one  else  obliged  to  separate  myself  from  the  so- 
<*Iied  Rovemment,  because  to  a  soldier  there  was  not  even  the  excuse  that  power  was 
'^Btamed  so  as  to  continue  the  struggle,  for  the  same  «oup  d'itcU  only  asked  from  the  people 
their  Mfertnee  in  exchange  for  the  gcvfmmerU'i  inaction. 

1  hareanived  here,  after  extreme  difficulty,  so  that  you  who  have  the  legitimate  title  to, 
*im1  hnperiooB  duty  of  saving  the  independence  and  laws  of  the  country,  might  see  me  at 
}OQreidein  tlie  station  and  manner  which  you  may  see  fit,  when  you  head  the  ranks  of 
^  defisiiderB  of  independence. 

Having  made  this  declaration,  I  comply  with  the  duties  which  honor  imposes  on  me ;  and 
if,  through  any  motive  which  I  beforehand  respect,  you  should  not  find  it  convenient  to 
P'^Hnt  yourself  within  the  republic,  I  will  go  and  join  any  soldiers  who  carry  our  flag  as 
^b«ir  symbol,  without  having  lost  for  one  moment  faith  in  the  holiness  of  our  cause  through 
7<Hir  absenoe ;  and  thus  I  shall  not  be  In  tiie  sad  condition  of  him  who  tramples  the  laws 
^  honor  of  his  country  under  foot  to  save  our  independence,  nor  of  him  who  compounds 
^^  the  transgressions  of  Mr.  Juares. 

Vy  ids  will,  at  any  rate,  serve  to  explain  my  opinions,  and  be  a  proof  that  I  neither  r&- 
^▼ed  BCtf  complied  with  the  watchword  to  break,  by  force  of  arms,  the  rights  of  the  nation. 

l^lwty  and  reform ! 

FERNANDO  POUSEL. 

General  Jntm  G,  Obtboa, 

OmtHtutitmal  Pretident  t^  the  R^pMie  of  Mexico. 
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Abxt  of  thv  MnicAN  Repxtblio,  Oftioi  op  Brigadice  Qtaxnu'L, 

San  Antonio  d$  Bexar,  Dtember  18,  1865. 

Id  the  mooth  of  Angost  of  last  }ear  government  Itft'the  city  of  ChihoahiiA  and  went  to 
Paao  dt»l  Nort<^,  giving  the  oider  to  the  ohicfdaud  officers  who  were  attached  toaod  followed 
it,  that  they  might  chooee  a  placn  of  residence  in  any  place  not  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
and  also  that  it  bhould  not  be  El  Paso  del  Norte  In  accordance  with  these  orders,  sevccal 
chiefs,  and  I  among  thtfm,  took  the  road  to  Presidio  del  Norte,  and  there,  in  oniaon  with 
Oeneml  Negrete,  and  inspired  by  our  patriotism,  we  fortunately  got  together  a  few  arms  so 
as  to  be  able  to  hoetiliia  the  ent* my.  Two  months  passed,  duilog  which  time  I  became  cob- 
vinoed  that  the  resources  of  the  State  being  frittered  away,  and  the  executive  taking  no 
initiative  pait,  oiir  efforts  would  be  useless.  I  vacillated  between  going  into  the  interior  of 
the  republic  to  join  some  other  forces,  or  to  go  to  the  United  States,  theie  to  try  and  pro- 
cure arms,  when  I  hsA  reason  to  know  that  Juares  was  seriously  plotting  his  perpetoatkm 
in  power,  which  would,  in  reality,  incapacitate  national  defence,  and  convert  the  army  into 
the  escort  of  a  usurper.  I  entered  the  career  of  arms  with  liberty  as  a  godfather.  I  wished 
to  enter  into  dtlaenship  on  the  field  of  battle,  because  the  war  which  then  raged  was  for 
the  liberties  and  regeneration  of  the  masses ;  and  the  commencement  of  my  career  and  the 
advent  of  Juarecto  power  coinciding,  I  neither  had  any  other  name  nor  other  flag  to  invoke, 
nor  any  other  caune  than  that  with  which  he  has  been  identified. 

His  transformation  Into  a  revolutionist  was  his  disappearance  from  legal  right,  and  sa 
army  oould  only  serve  him  for  uses  entirely  personal.  The  evils  which  I  then  fureaaw.tbe 
eentiroents  which  from  that  moment  animated  me,  and  my  acknowledgment  of  yourself  ai 
President  of  the  republic  after  the  SOth  of  November,  I  made  manifest  to  you  through  a 
commissioner  which  I  sent  to  New  York  in  Auga«t  last,  I  coming  to  this  city  to  reside, 
where  I  have,  as  you  know,  been  as  useful  as  I  oould  be  to  the  common  oauie  of  our 
country.  This  is  the  simple  explanation  of  my  conduct ;  I  think  it  fully  justifted,  not  only 
from  my  inward  feelings  of  conscience,  not  only  from  the  ri^id  test  of  the  laws,  wfaete 
unequivocal  tenor  condemns  Mr.  Juares,  not  only  on  account  of  public  fStfllog.  which,  as  it 
leaks  out,  shows  the  bitteinesB  ielt  for  the  painful  loss  of  one  of  our  glories — for  the  name 
of  Juares  was  one  of  our  national  glories— bnt  on  account  of  the  uvertuming  of  the  legal 
order,  and  the  danger  to  independence,  bei-auee  governments  to  be  strong  must  be  just,  uid 
Uourpation  carries  within  itKilf  the  germs  of  weakneFS  and  annihilation.  I,  one  of  the  least 
of  citiseos,  but  in  my  expression  of  national  conscience  as  great  as  any.  have  wished  to  pro- 
test by  my  conduct  against  the  coup  dikA  of  Kr.  Juarui.  so  as  to  be  witness  that  ameng  aU 
clafties,  ami  on  behalf  of  all  who  love  their  country,  there  is  a  nnanfanoot  leeNog  agahist 
this  overturning  of  the  pubic  right  of  the  nation,  against  the  crimiaal  attempt  to  divide 
the  lawful  cau«e  of  the  country,  and  againpt  the  probable  effect  of  giving  oaose  for  anarchy 
and  fraternal  war  in  the  midst  of  our  foieign  in  vai^ion,  and  the  danger,  even  if  trlumphsnt 
in  this  horrible  invasion,  of  recifivin^  the  terrible  inheritance  of  civil  war  and  caprick>is 
rule's.  Having  thus  expnst^  my  feelings,  and  folly  convinced  that  you  are  the  legitSmtte 
head  of  the  government,  I  place  myself  at  your  orders,  so  that  I  may  be  employed,  even  if 
only  as  a  common  soldier,  in  the  defence  of  national  independence.  Independenoe  ssd 
liberty  1 

M.  QUSSADA. 

JncTsO  OsTsaa, 

Premdeni  qf  the  RtpukUc  qf  Mnk: 

Niw  YoBK,  Mruary  22,  1866. 

RiR :  I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  sent  to  Mr  Benito  Juares  oa  the 
7th  of  October,  of  last  year.  You  will  note  the  fiankness  with  which  I  always  tapie^smy^ 
self,  and  more  than  ever  when  uiy  feelings  are  brought  hi  contact  with  the  poUtks  of  a/ 
country. 

Benito  Juarei,  blinded  in  the  extreme,  has  Just  given  a  terrible  blow,  not  only  againA 
the  constitution  and  nationality  of  the  rtr public  of  Mexico,  but  against  himself.  I  Uust  tiiik 
he  may  yet  turn  bis  steps  and  arrive  at  a  full  knowledge  of  the  gravity  of  the  crime  whkk 
he  has  committed.  As  in  my  letter  I  dilate  fully  upon  the  conduct  which,  ia  my  beliefcj 
Mr.  Juares  ought  to  observe,  I  omit  repeating  it  here,  but  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  Urn 
I  protest  against  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November,  1665,  given  by  the  inferred  to  J9SK% 
whoni  I  not  only  consider  as  an  infamous  blot  in  a  govemoMnt  which  is  known  asae(*| 
stitutional  one,  but  as  the  volume  in  which  is  recorded  the  expropriation  of  the  rights  whick 
belong  to  a  people,  and  which  are  now  intrusted  by  them  to  the  president  of  the  suptetse 
court  of  justice. 

Independence  and  liberty ! 

JOAQUIN  YHiLALOBOS. 

General  Jssus  G.  Ortioa, 
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New  York,  OdU^  7,  1865. 

Sib:  The  extraordinary  eveDts  now  transpiriog:  In  onr  conntrj  is  the  reason  why  I  direct 
myself  to  yon.  to  inaoifest  what  my  opinion  of  the  actual  state  of  the  political  horizon  is, 
aod  what  I  coosider  as  just  and  necessary.  Do  not  look  on  this  letter  as  from  a  philosopher, 
which  I  am  not,  nor  as  the  result  of  a  partiality.  What  I  wish  to  say  to  you  now  is  iosti- 
gated  by  my  love  for  my  country,  and  for  those  republican  institutions  which  fortunately 
still  rule  us.    Talse  this  letter  in  that  light  and  hear  ma. 

One  of  the  great  motives  which  has  actuated  France  in  originating  an  intervention,  has 
betio  the  di^iorder  and  want  of  respect  to  the  laws  in  which  Mexicans  have  always  lived. 
UnfortuDately,  our  reform,  which  originated  the  agony  and  death  of  the  retrograde  party, 
caui(ed  necessarily,  a  civil  war,  but  which,  in  Europe,  was  not  so  considered  as  necessary. 
Each  party,  which  bad  come  Into  existence  up  to  the  time  of  the  revolution  of  Ayutla,  had 
pot  furward  their  leaders,  'only  to  depose  them  in  turn,  and  the  conservative  party,  incor- 
rigible to  the  last,  owes  Its  downfall  to  the  vlllany  of  its  acts  and  men.  Not  so  the  liberal 
party,  which,  convinced  that  its  only  g^iide  could  be  Uw^  pursued  from  the  Ayutla  revolu- 
tioD  a  legal  path ;  and  neither  defeat  nor  obstacle  has  made  it  change  from  its  original 
tesolotiDD. 

The  deserdoQ  of  Mr.  Alvares,  which  was  rather  turbulent,  compromised  materially  our 
tttoatioD,  but,  fortunately,  a  p^icific  arrangement  quieted  everything  and  opened  the  path 
to  the  piesideoc J  for  Mr.  Comonfort.  This  gentleman,  who  unfortunately  misunderstood 
tbe  part  he  was  to  play,  and  wished  to  become  the  gratuitous  thief  of  what  he  legally  pos- 
tt^ed,  broQght  to  lignt  the  famous  ecup  dStaij  and,  in  doing  this,  infringed  the  law  and 
ebaDged  public  0{dnion. 

Too  know  perfectly  well  what  the  result  was  of  this  notorious  act.  The  church  party 
extended  iti»  arms  U>  the  chief  of  the  revolution,  not  to  embrace  him,  but  to  strangle  him, 
udComoDfort,  undeceived  a  few  hours  after  his  treason,  knew  that  military  force  had  lost 
iti influence  in  the  country,  and  that  nothing  but  the  law  held  full  dominion.  We  have 
^  tiie  reason  why  this  apostate  of  Ayutla  opened  your  prison  doors  and  left  you  at  liberty 
to  join  the  army  which  was  waiting  for  you,  and  who  unanimously  acknowledged  you  as 
the  head  of  the  government.  Nearly  all  the  States  lent  their  adhesion  to  you  and  offered 
to  Mutain  you. 

It  is  QQdoubtedly  the  case  that  when  Comonfort  violated  his  oatii  he  left  the  field  open 
for  the  ambitious  success  of  many  influential  politicians,  and  that  it  was  to  be  feared  that 
^^  particular  faction,  civil  or  military,  should  each  take  a  separate  and  distinct  road. 
Hocever,  this  was  not  the  case ;  on  the  contrary,  every  republican  of  any  note,  capable  of 
Hicoeasfally  playing  his  ambitious  part,  constituted  himself  into  a  bulwark  of  the  law,  and 
'^<^ogQiBod  Benito  Juarez  as  the  legitimate  successor  to  the  presidency  of  Mexico 

I(  is  needless  to  follow  the  course  of  that  struggle ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  in  all  the  defeats 
of  oor  army,  and  in  all  the  confusion  naturally  origlnatiiu'  from  so  many  rebuffs,  your 
Mthority  was  never  questioned,  and  even  when  you  bad  to"eave  the  country  and  embark 
on  fjreign  waters  and  travel  through  foreign  countries  to  return,  it  was  never  disrespected 
or  doubted.  Yera  CruB,  which  was  the  place  chosen  by  the  republican  government  for  a 
temporary  capital,  opened  its  doors  to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  nation  ;  it  raised  its 
^U  and  gave  its  sons  for  the  defence  of  the  law  in  Benito  Juarez  The  triumph  of  the 
^noal  cause  was  finally  obtained,  and  the  capital  of  the  republic  offs^ed  a  seat  in  its  palace 
to  the  legitimate  President. 

^^^,  aod  through  legal  steps,  the  election  for  constitutional  President  was  held.  A 
portkMk  of  the  people  voted  against  yon,  but  a  majority  elected  you  to  that  position,  and 
yoQ  vere  recognized  as  President  by  all  parties. 

From  that  time  the  opposition  (to  which  party  I  belong)  has  criticised  your  official  acts 
*thioQgh  the  press,  but  always  lawfully,  and  never  have  advised  that  you  should  be  dispos- 
*w*ed  by  force  of  arms  of  your  position. 

Thii,  without  doubt,  would  be  sufficient  to  prove  the  respect  rendered  by  Mexicans  for 
^  elected  authorities ;  but  Qod,  who,  doubtless,  wished  to  demonstrate  in  a  stronger 
^^^^ositt  oor  respect  for  the  law,  caused  foreign  intervention  to  t>e  landed  on  our  shores,  so 
« to  completely  prove  our  solidity.  In  vain  have  Napoleon  and  his  soldiers  tried  to  disa^ 
^ov,  and  caused  to  be  disavowed,  the  President  of  Mexico.  The  Invader  has  overrun  our 
^^'mtry  for  three  years,  in  every  direction,  and  has  l>een  unable  to  overturn  the  lawful 
Mei*Bl  on  which  our  banner  rests.  All  the  forces  who  rise  to  defend  the  republic  do  it 
in  tliename  of  Juarez,  the  laws  which  are  given  forth  are  signed  by  Juarez,  and  an  account 
of  all  the  battles  won  or  lust  is  made  to  Juarez,  and  the  Mexican  United  States,  who  follow 
1^  model  not  fashioned  by  the  law,  acknowledge  no.  other  autb<frity  nor  legitimate  power 
(xcepting  that  of  Juarez  It  will,  doubtless,  be  asked,  if  it  is  the  person  who  accomplishes 
all  thli  acknowledgment.  Is  it  Benito  Juarez,  solely  as  Benito  Juarez,  who  does  all  this  7 
Undoubtedly  no.     He  may  be  possessed  of  sufficient  virtues  to  command  great  respect,  but 

VoLiii 23  Digitized  by  Google 


354  DIPLOMATIC  COaRESP0Nl>ENCB< 

wbftt  the  Mezicaii  United  Staten  and  aodety  reoogoSze  is  not  Benito  Juarez,  but  the  lyaffly 
fjf  the  law. 

Well,  sir,  after  these  hasty  remarks  and  reflections, imagine  my  surprise  to  learn  that  a  few 
Mexicans  (residing  in  New  York,  calling  themselves  your  friends,  and  also  of  oor  nation- 
ality, without  being  one  or  other)  say,  that  notwithstanding  your  term  of  office  has  expired, 
you  ought  to  continue  in  power,  alleging  reasons  which  are  far  from  being  aatisfiactofy. 
These  persons,  unwittingly,  are  striving  to  dim  the  glory  of  your  term,  and  wbold  hm-l  us 
into  sad  confusion.  Ko  one  is  ignorant  of  the  path  pursued  from  the  time  of  Ayntia  to 
this  date,  yet  it  seems  as  if  this  interesting  branch  of  Mexican  history  is  not  known  by 
these  imprudent  advisers.  The  republic  has  no  other  method  of  being  saved  except  throogh 
a  respect  for  its  laws,  and  if  consent  was  given,  through  a  false  conviction,  to  their  couii- 
sels  to  violate  legality,  any  one  would  hereafter  have  the  right  to  rise  as  sovereign  and  rale 
at  his  pleasure.  • 

One  of  the  reaaoru  given  by  those  who  wish  you  to  continue  as  President  is,  that  Genenl 
Gonzalez  Ortega  will  not  maintain  the  rights  of  the  nation  with  safety,  and  #111  occasion 
the  loss  of  a  country  which  you  have  so  worthUy  defended.  I  do  not  wish  to  judge  of  this. 
It  may  be  that  they  are  right,  or  they  may  be  wrong  ;  bat  what  there  is  no  doubt  about 
is,  that  your  continuation  in  ofBce  illegally,  and  the  resistance  to  turn  over  the  govemmeot 
which  the  law  demands  should  be  turned  over,  would  make  you,  not  the  President  of  the 
republic  of  Mexico,  but  only  a  revolutionist.  One  great  proof  of  the  obedience  of  a  peo- 
ple who  love  republican  institutions  to  their  laws  is,  that  after  the  death  of  Lincoln,  John- 
son, without  a  murmur  from  the  masses,  took  his  Seat  as  Prteident.  Europe,  which  accused 
the  republics  of  being  bailed  on  false  systems  of  government,  on  seeing  this  changed  its 
tone,  and  loudly  sang  a  thousand  praises  In  honor  of  the  system  which  it  had  attacked. 
When,  finally,  the  universe  has  understood  that  it  makes  but  little  difference  to  a  people, 
who  obey  their  laws,  who  disappears,  and  that  onler  is  still  maintained  ;  when  we 
have  such  glorious  examples  before  us,  shall  we,  Mexicans,  be  the  first  to  defile  the  repub- 
lic, and  give  car  more  scandalous  example  to  the  world  ?  Which  would  be  greater  tx 
Juarez — to  revolutionize  and  auarchize  Lis  country,  or  deliver  up  the  trust  which  the  law 
demands,  and  thus  satisfy  both  the  law  and  his  conscience  ?  How  grand  a  spectacle  would 
it  l)e  to  see  on  the  wide  desert  of  Mexican  politics,  where  there  is  scarcely  a  gret^  spot 
large  enough  to  spread  our  book  of  codes,  to  see  two  men  open  this  book,  and  changing 
the  leaves,  take  or  leavt  power  without  a  struggle  and  in  perfect  harmony.  What  chief 
of  Mexico  would  doubt  the  validity  of  this  act,  and  would  not  take  courage  to  plume  his 
ambition  in  honorable  flight  ?  The  occupation  by  Johnson  of  his  elevated  position  would 
be  no  more  an  act  worthy  to  be  extolled  as  belonging  to  the  republican  form  of  government 
than  would  be  offered  by  you  by  so  just  an  example.  Then  would  all  the  severe  criticisms 
of  many  writers,  who  exaggeiate  and  even  misunderstand  our  manner  of  government,  be 
.  tempered  in  their  censures,  and  these  scribblers  no"  more  throw  dirt  in  our  faces.  Then 
would  the  celebrated  Richard  #obden  be  once  more  in  the  wrong,  for  he  has  declared  that 
the  republic  of  Mexico  was  ungovernable,  and  that  civilization  would  never  enter  its  doors. 

Yes,  Mr.  Juarez,  you  can  now  be  the  greatest  or  most  contemptible  man  of  our  country. 
Tour  conduct  can  either  lower  us  to  the  lowest  depths  or  elevate  us  to  the  orbits  of  great 
nations.  Do  not  become  responsible  to  future  generations  for  evil  consequenct^,  nor  lend 
a  willing  ear  to  aught  but  the  voice  of  the  law  and  your  own  conscience.  Fortunately  yoo 
are  in  the  position  to  act  as  few  others.  You  have  l>orne  the  national  standard  oobly  for 
three  years  and  one-half,  in  cities  and  in  mountains,  and  on  the  eame  Mexican  soil  yon  can 
turn  it  over  to  your  successor.  If  he  takes  it  to  the  capital  of  the  republic,  not  on  this 
account  will  your  glory  be  dimmed  ;  but  If,  unhappily,  this  flag  should  be  dishonored  in  the 
hands  of  the  new  President,  there  will  remain  the  satisfaction  to  you  of  having  been  abk  to 
fulfil  what  others  could  not  do. 

Excuse  my  thus  writing  to  you ;  and  I  repeat  that  if  these  remarks  are  not  the  best 
counsels  I  can  give,  they  are  still  to  the  point. 
Respectfully, 

JOAQUIN  VILLALOBOS. 
Benito  Juarbz. 


The  Mexicans  who  sign  below,  residing  at  this  date  in  New  York,  on  account  of  not  wish- 
ing to  recognize  either  the  so-called  empire  of  Maximilian  or  foreign  intervention,  and 
knowing  that  the  legitimate  base  for  the  sustenance  of  democratic  priuciplea,  and  odf  the 
nationality  of  the  Mexican  republic  of  Mexico,  consists  in  obeying  blindly  the  fundamental 
compact  which  binds  the  nation  together,  therefore,  whatever  Mexican  spurns  said  fnnda- 
mental  compact  is  not  worthy  of  consideration  only  as  a  creditor  for  the  severest  punish- 
ments :  therefore, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


*IKIPLOBIATIC    COBBESPON0£HCB.  856 

M.  We  protest  agaiust  the  decree  of  Benito  JdareB^  gtyen  on  the  8th  of  November,  1865, 
wherein  he  declares  himself  President. 

Sd  We  recognise  as  President  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  during  the  time  accorded  to 
bim  by  the  law,  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega,  president  of  the  supreme  court,  and  cbnse- 
^tiently  legitimate  successor  to  Mr.  Benito  Juares. 

3d.  A  copy  of  this  shall  be  sent  to  citizen  Jesus  Gonzales  Ort^a,  to  do  as  he  likes  with, 
lad  the  original  shall  be  preserved  for  whatever  may  occur  wherein  It  may  be  needed. 

JUAN  TONGO, 

OoUmd  in  the  Mexiean  Army, 
J.  RIVERA. 

JUAN  N.  ENRIQUEZ  ORESTES. 
Hiw  TOBX,  FAntary  20, 1866. 


No.  4. 


SsffUmeil  to  th  first  jxmphUt  ofdoeutnenU  publithed  by  Cfeneral  Gonzalfg  Ortega,  to  excUe  a  rebellion 
amonff  his  countrymen  against  the  national  gouemment  qf  Mezico.     (No.  6.) 

Another  word  to  the  Mexican  people ;  General  Gonzalez  Ortega  published  a  pamphlet 
in  this  city,  containing  letters  and  other  signed  documents  from  Mexicans  opposed  to  the 
decrees  of  the  nation>i1  government,  issued  the  8th  of  November  last,  concerning  the  con- 
tiasatioQ  of  Juares's  presidential  term  and  Ortega*s  responsibility  He  says  he  did  not 
pQblisfa  many  answers  to  letters  addressed  to  persons  at  a  distance,  because  they  were 
pri¥&te,a6  if  a  public  opinion  could  not  be  expressed  in  a  private  letter,  as  it  is  done  by 
htorn,  Prieto,  and  Villalobos,  in  their  letters,  published  by  Oitega  in  his  pamphlet.  We  do 
wtthlnlc  the  resolutions  drawn  up  in  New  York,  by  Tongo  and  Jacob  Rivera,  and  Priest 
H«Diy  Orestes,  as  a  public  document  To  supply  Ortega's  omission ,  we  publish  this  pamphlet 
aBftiopplement  to  his.  it  contains  (he  replies  of  Berriozabal,  Zarco,  Baz,  Tovar,  Cuevas, 
mdBobert  to  the  circular  mentioned,  which  Ortega  did  not  publish,  because  they  were  pri- 
viffi.  There  is  also  one  letter  from  Alejandro  Garcia,  addressed  to  Juarez,  expressing  his  senti- 
Bents  Bud  those  of  his  constituents,  on  the  subject  of  the  decrees ;  and  one  from  Gregorio 
Ifendez,  governor  of  Tabasco,  to  Juarez,  on  the  same  subject.  We  also  insert  a  note  of  Mr. 
Bomero,  Mexican  minister,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Seward's  reply, 
on  the  laine  subject.  A  letter  from  Joaquin  Villalobos  to  General  Green  Clay  Smith,  mem- 
W  of  Congress  from  Kentucky,  and  answer,  are  added. 

We  could  have  inserted  many  more  from  distinguished  patriots  who  are  fighting  for  Inde- 
pendence,but  we  refrain,  because  our  only  aim  is  to  complete  the  collection  of  documents 
pobHshed  by  General  Ortega,  with  letters  h^e  has  omitted.  For  the  same  reason  we  make 
BO  annments.  fet  it  is  a  mystery  to  us  why  General  Ortega  made  such  an  Incomplete 
pnblieation,  compelling  us  to  finish  it,  and  thus  make  it  impartial.  The  general's  antece- 
<inits  prevent  us  from  suspecting  him  of  wishing  to  aA  the  enemy,  and*  yet  we  must  say 
ibat  erery  attempt  to  disparage  the  republic  is  aid  to  the  enemy.  Did  Mr.  Ortega  reflect 
^if  tlie  national  government  at  Paso  del  Norte  is  not  recognized,  there  is  no  other  to 
•dmowledge  but  Maximilian's?  Can  he  assert  that  Mexico  has  no  government, neither  in. 
*^  nor  in  law?  If  the  United  States  should  disavow  the  government  of  Juartz,  would 
tiay  recognize  that  of  Ortega,  not  as  j?ood  ?  The  probability  is  the  United  States  would 
By.  "Shice  there  is  no  national  government  In  Mexico,  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  re* 
^f^i^am  MaximiUan,"  for  they  certainly  would  not  break  off  all  commerce  with  a  country 
to  which  they  are  bound  by  many  ties.  Does  General  Orteg%  look  at  the  sad  picture  he 
woqU  make  of  our  country,  the  delight  of  aH  its  enemies  ?  He  must  see  that  his  efforts 
to  secure  the  presidency  of  the  Mexican  republic  excite  a  sedition  against  the  existing 
80T«mment  and  nire  our  detractors  a  reason  to  say  we  cannot  govern  ourselves  ;  that  we 
ve  Meutlally  anarchkal ;  that,  in  the  hour  of  calamity,  when  we  ought  to  think  of 
i^^tbixig  but  tlie  country,  give  aid  to  the  government,.and  lend  it  all  our  holy  efforts,  we 
i^  s  new  party,  with  no  aim  but  to  satisfy  an  ignoble  ambition  ;  we  weaken  ourselves 
*Dd  oootribute  to  the  triumph  of  our  conquerors. 

M^titical  friends  of  Geueral  Ortega,  we  will  give  him  some  advice,  though  we  doubt- 
if  I»jwed8  it  after  that  given  to  his  secretary  by  Nkr.  Green  Clay  Smith.  If  he  really 
J^^i^  himself  entitled  to  the  presidency,  be  should  have  been  present  at  Paso  del  Norte 
^HM  the  30th  of  November,  1865,  to  decide  the  question  and  take  possessbn  of  the  office, 
i'  ttteloDged  to  him.  But  that  time  has  passed,  and  all  he  can  now  do  is  to  say :  **  While 
^  tDMtitntional  authority  is  settling  the  question  in  dispute,  I  will  contribute  with  my 
**<*d  to  the  defence  of  independence,  under  the  government  formed  by  the  people." 

^  PUm»  for  a  man  who  has  been  mad<3  general  by  his  country  is  not  in  foreign  cities, 
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reyelllDg  in  the  eochantments  of  a  crowded  population,  without  leave,  without  a  ooumlt- 
sion  or  order  from  bis  government,  while  a  foreign  war  is  waged  at  home  ;  but  to  hiia,tbt 
field  of  honor  Is  his  distracted  oooatry. 

MANT  MEXIOANB. 
Washuoton,  AprU  4, 1866. 


San  Jvan  Bavtista,  FAntary  2, 1866. 
Ybbt  DnriNOuiaEH)  and  EsnuncD  Sib  :  Yonr  two  acceptable  letters  reached  me  the  tlUk 
of  October  and  9th  of  November  last 

ooooooooo 

I  will  have  the  decrees  Mr.  Romero  sent  me  published  to-^norrow,  and  with  gieat  pleu- 
ure,  for  the  whole  State  approves  of  them  as  well  as  myself.  Hiere  is  no  man  of  greater 
merit  than  you  in  the  nation,  nor  one  who  has  given  more  hope  by  tailing  the  supreae 
command  at  a  time  when  constant  changes  created  great  distrust.  The  trial  of  Ortega  ii 
a  fact  that  gives  iufluence  to  the  government  from  the  morality  it  infuses  into  our  socitty, 
and  especially  among  our  great  men,  accustomed  to  stand  upon  their  dignity  fur  proteotios, 
for  it  makes  their  offences  more  serious. 

•  •0OOOOOO 

G.  MENDE2L 
Don  BniTO  JuA&n, 


Nbw  York,  fhbrmry  23, 1860. 

EsTBiMED  Frismd  :  I  received  the  circular  issued  at  San  Antonio,  ou  the  3d  iostant,  only 
to-day.  In  it  you  ask  me  what  I  think  of  the  decrees  of  Preztident  Juares,  issued  on  the 
8th  of  November  last.  In  asking  this  question  you  say  you  are  supported  by  the  right  the 
nation  has  to  know  the  conduct  of  their  public  men.  I  acknowledge  and  approve  oi  the 
right,  and  will  act  upon  it  when  the  time  comes — that  is,  when  I  am  called  to  acoount  by 
the  nation  ;  but  you  will  excuse  me  for  making  a  difference  between  you  and  the  natSoz^ 
and  if  I  do  not  consider  myself  obliged  to  answer  your  interrogatories.  You  address  me 
as  a  member  of  congress,  and  consider  me  as  called  upon  to  express  my  opinion  about 
national  affairs.  It  might  be  so  if  congress  was  in  session,  but  as  I  am  now  out  of  It,  I  do 
not  consider  myself  obliged  to  answer.  I  was  elected  for  two  years,  from  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1h62,  to  the  same  time  in  1664  ;  so  I  am  not  now  a  member.  You  say :  **  The 
defence  of  independence  demandn  that  no  opposiug  banners  t>hali  be  raised  *'  Asa  private 
Mexican  citiaen,  who  is  not  a  judge  of  his  country  tr>  decide  the  acts  of  his  govemmmt,  I 
•  agree  with  you,  and  will  do  my  best  to  support  that  government.  As  there  would  be  no 
use  in  the  further  expression  of  my  opinion,  you  will  pardon  me  for  not  answering  more 
particularly.  As  I  am  not  a  public  character,  Ond  am  not  called  upon  to  decide  politieal 
questions  aud  judge  the  acts  of  my  government,  I  beg  you  to  consider  this  a  private  letter. 
Yours,  &c,  M 

JUAN  J.  RAZ. 

Don  Jisus  QoKZAUB  O&tiqa. 


New  York,  FAruvy  23,  1866. 

Mt  Much  "iffoamD  Feiend  :  I  have  just  received  your  circular  of  the  3d,  from  Saa  An* 
tonio,  enclosing  a  protest  against  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November  last,  issued  by  dti- 
sen  Benito  Juares,  constitutional  President,  and  his  minister  SebasUan  L^do  de  T^ads, 
and  asking  my  opinion  of  those  acts. 

I  will  not  answer  your  note  officially,  became  I  am  a  member  of  Congress,  as  yoQ  kAov, 
one  of  the  chief  bodies  of  the  nation,  absolutely  independent,  and  none  of  its  membes 
can  be  called  to  account  for  a  year  after  the  close  of  the  session,  and  then  only  l<>gally  by 
the  executive  or  judiciary,  according  to  certain  laws ;  so  if  I  answered  you  officially  I  a^Hild 
pass  fi>r  an  ignoramus,  and  would  make  myself  responsible  to  the  body  to  which  I  beloi^, 
and  to  the  nation  whose  laws  I  have  violated.  To  tell  you,  then,  which  skle  I  take  wooid 
be  equivalent  to  raiHing  one  of  those  banners  of  revolt  that  you  condema,  and  which  cob* 
eems  an  internal  question  in  which  I  do  not  wkih  to  meddle  duting  this  crisis  of  the  repub- 
lic As  I  am  a  friend  of  order,  I  have  always  condemned  any  miscondoct  of  my  felloir- 
oitiaens.  1  am  no  blind  partkian  of  any  cause,  and  I  think  the  unfortunate  sitoatioo  of 
o\tt  country  is  owing,  in  part,  to  the  want  of  seal,  good  judgment,  morality,  and  poritj  is 
some  of  its  former  rulers,  and  to  the  odious  treason  of  some  of  its  natlve>born  sons. 

At  this  solemn  time  I  am  only  thinking  of  its  independenoe,  the  union  of  all  Mezkaos 
who  liave  firmnen  and  oonstaiicy  in  th^  hearts,  and  are  euthusiatic  in  their  efforts  to  re- 
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yel  tiia  eiiAmy — ibe  ihvader  wko  is  trjing  to  tnke  theoonnitj  the  early  revolutioniste  gave 
o«,  the  same  oouotry  iiow  defended  by  the  eoldien  of  liberty.  Without  a  country,  we 
weold  have  no  territory  or  inbabitints  to  enforce  insUtutionB  and  test  legality  ;  no  tribu- 
nals to  determine  the  responsibility  of  those  who  have  failed  to  do  their  duty,  and  thus 
done  evil  to  their  country. 

On  Itaroing  you  were  in  the  city  of  New  York,  I  am  rejoioed  to  hear  you  have  the  firm 
resolotion  of  attending  to  national  interests,  and  of  returning  to  the  territory  to  cootiAue 
the  deiBDoe  of  independence ;  for  when  that  is  safe,  all  the  rest  will  fidlow.  I  am  sure  you 
will  provoke  no  discord,  but  will  join  in  the  union  for  salvation  ;  and  then  those  who  have 
been  injured  will  be  revenged,  and  the  guilty  will  meet  with  a  just  punishment. 

1 4id  not  come  here  of  my  own  will,  but  by  superior  order,  to  fulfil  a  commission,  which 
I  fear  I  will  not  be  able  to  perform  for  want  of  means.  When  my  business  is  over  and  my 
health  restored,  if  not  ordered  to  remain,  I  will  return  to  Mexico.  I  ooneider  myself 
obliged  to  make  thin  reply  known  to  my  fellow-members.  I  hope  this  candid  answer  will 
Ml  dimiBish  our  fwmer  friendship. 

LEANDRO  CUEVA8. 

General  Jisus  Qobbalbb  Obtiga. 


Niw  ToRK,  fhbmary  23,  1866 
>  FRiBin>  AKD  CoMRADi :  I  received  your  communication  of  the  8d  Instant,  issued 
hi  Ban  Antonio,  only  this  day,  with  several  copies  of  your  protest  against  the  decrees  of 
the  8th  November  of  last  year,  and  a  manifest  to  the  nation  on  the  same  subject. 

You  a^k  me,  as  a  member  of  congress,  how  I  receive  i  the  decrees— if  I  approve  them  or 
not.  In  the  first  place,  I  must  inform  you  I  am  not  a  member  of  congress,  though  I  was 
at  the  last  session,  which  ended  In  1864  ;  so,  as  a  member,  I  have  nothing  to  say  about 
the  decrees.  This  ought  to  be  a  full  answer  to  your  question  ;  but,  without  saying  whether 
the  Juarez  government  is  in  fact  or  in  law  the  right  one,  it  is  certainly  the  only  one  we 
have,  and  we  ought  to  support  it.  I  for  one  am  disposed  to  obey  all  orders  from  it,  and 
will  stick  to  the  national  defence. 

From  your  manifest  and  what  you  say  !n  your  letter  I  am  convinced  you  are  persuaded 
of  the  harm  two  parties  would  now  bring  to  the  republic.  We  are  weak,  and  must  keep 
united  to  resist  the  ills  that  foreigners  would  bring  upon  us  The  country  must  have  a 
eiogle  government,  a  centre  round  which  to  concentrate  and  to  have  a  proper  effect  abroad. 
It  woald  give  a  great  advantage  to  the  invaders  if  the  country  were  divided.  Therefore, 
I  repeat,  1  will  stand  by  the  government  in  its  defence  of  the  nation. 

This  resolution  is  entiiely  disinterested,  for  I  have  nothing  to  gain  from  the  national 
party  ;  but  it  is  my  duty  as  a  Mexican,  particularly  under  the  present  trying  circumstances, 
U>  lay  aside  all  personalities  and  act  for  the  public  good. 

I  do  not  entirely  approve  of  the  tenor  of  the  decrees,  particularly  of  that  portion  rela- 
ting to  you,  for  I  think  they  can  do  no  good  in  these  troublous  times,  when  all  ought  to 
be  friendly  and  united  in  the  same  holy  cause.  I  an^  glad  I  have  taken  no  part  in  them  ; 
for,  if  they  are  enforced,  harm  will  certainly  result,  the  country  will  be  split  into  parties, 
sod  anarchy  will  prevail.  As  a  Mexican  and  a  friend  I  advise  you  to  remain  firm  in  your 
pahriotism,  unless  you  seek  harm.  The  world  is  looking  at  us,  and  our  enemies  will  take 
adrantage  of  every  imprudence  to  show  that  we  cannot  govern  ourselves,  and  this  they  are 
constantly  repeating.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  for  replying  to  your  official  communica- 
tkm  iu  this  letter ;  but  as  I  am  not  now  a  public  character,  and  as  you  have  no  right  to 
<Ivatloa  a  dtlien  on  such  a  serious  subject,  1  must  return  your  note,  and  sign  myself,  &c  , 

FELIPE  a  BERRIOZABAL. 

Oetteral  Jnus  G.  O&naA. 


Nbw  Yobk,  FAmmy  24,  1866. 

VvcH  Erbimsd  FttiKRD  :  Tour  communication  of  the  3d  from  San  Antonio  reached  me 
y^^erday.  You  ask  my  opinion  about  the  decrees  of  the  8th  November,  prolonging  the 
Jmttz  presideicy.  Your  excuse  for  the  interrogation  is  the  right  the  nation  has  to  know 
thecoodnct  of  its  public  men,  and  your  right  t|>  obtain  that  information. 

Too  address  me  as  a  member  of  congress  ;  I  am  not,  nor  have  I  been  since  1864.  I  am 
A  Mexican  citizen,  who  preferred  living  in  a  foreign  country  to  submitting  to  French  inter- 
reatlon,  since  I  could  be  of  no  service  to  the  national  cause.  But  on  account  of  my  former 
Wendship  with  you,  and  because  I  tfever  make  a  mystery  of  my  opinions,  I  will  give  them 
*o  you  privately  in  this  letter.  I  do  not  acknowledge  you  have  a  right  to  ask  me  these 
^inestions,  but  from  courtesy  I  will  answer  them.  r^^^^T^ 
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If  tbe  nation  hereafter  desires  to  know  what  I  am  now  doing  abroad  I  can  telT  it ;  hot 
till  that  time,  I  choose  to  keep  silence. 

My  former  coodact  in  regard  to  legal  order  and  progressive  principles  is  well  knovo  to 
my  fellow-countrymen,  and  my  eflfbrts  to  maintain  tbe  supremacy  of  the  law  hftve  been 
constant,  both  through  the  press  and  by  public  acts,  and  I  have  been  perseeoted  by  lac- 
tions  conspiring  against  legality  and  by  the  enemies  of  llljerty.  As  to  my  approTal  or  dte- 
approval  liere  of  acts  of  the  government  of  Mexico,  representing  our  natiomdity,  I  wosld 
be  failing  in  my  dnty  if  I  excited  controversies  that  could  only  serve  to  strengthea  tbe 
foreign  usurpers.  My  only  desire  is  the  independeuoe  of  our  country  ;  in  presenoe  of  this 
holy  wish  everything  else  seems  low  and  contemptible.  I  inBi^t  that  interTention  and 
monarchy  are  mo^  atrocious  injustice  and  scandalous  outrage,  ahd  that  tbe  people  of 
Mexico,  oppressed,  conquered,  disgraced,  will  never  submit-to  a  foreign  yoke,  bot  will  ever 
struggle  for  their  republican  institutions ;  and  I  think  that  is  also  tbe  duty  of  those  Mexi- 
cans who  are  living  out  of  the  country,  withodt  thinking  of  domestic  diesensiona. 

The  decree  in  which  Mr.  Juarez  prolong^  his  presidential  mandate  seems  to  me  to  be  given 
conformably  to  the  powers  g^nted  to  him  by  congress  to  sustain  the  situation,  and  they 
are  within  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  him.  He  can  do  anything  not  prohibited  ;  so  I 
understand  the  spirit  that  guided  congress,  and  in  this  conception  I  drew  up  the  bill  that 
became  a  law,  and  supported  it  in  debate  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  relations. 

As  a  plain  cltisen,  I  therefore  recognize  Juarez  as  the  legitimate  President  of  the  Mexican 
ri>public,  and  X  wish  the  most  influence  and  greatest  success  t«>  his  government,  the  exist- 
ence of  which,  before  the  world,  i«  identified  with  our  nationality  Do  not  infer  from  this 
that  I  approve  of  all  the  acts  of  the  government.  If  I  see  some  errors,  I  deplore  tiiem 
and  regtct  them,  and  I  think  no  private  citizen  shpuld  censure  our  ruler  when  the  enemy 
is  upon  us.  If  the  government  acts  wrong,  makes  mistakes,  the  day  will  come  when  it 
may  be  called  to  account,  and  the  country  will  do  justice  and  pronounce  a  sentence  or 
remunerate. 

In  tbe  mean  time  there  is  no  sacrifice  the  aggrieved  or  offended  in  any  way  should  not 
make  lor  the  government,  no  matter  if  it  has  not  taken  their  advice  or  made  use  of  their 
services.  Tbe  first  and  least  painful  of  these  sacrifices  is  silence,  because  every  voice  that 
calls  out  against  Mexico  is  beard  in  favor  of  the  invader.  There  is  only  one  case  where 
silence  is  not  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  which  tbe  government  would  lose  all  iu 
legitimacy,  and  make  the  cause  of  tbe  rebellion  just  and  holy— that  is,  by  its  accepting 
intervention  ;  but  fortunately  this  case  is  impossible,  and  on  this  point  there  is  no  one  wha 
does  not  feel  the  gieatest  confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  oonstaocy  of  the  President  of 
the  republic. 

I  have  not  hesitated  to  speak  to  you  frankly,  because  I  see  from  your  communicatjoa 
you  are  opposed  to  the  raising  of  two  flags,  and  bi  cause  you  are  prepared  for  every  sacri* 
fice  to  save  your  country.  You  who  have  the  glory  to  have  been  one  of  the  chief  soldiers 
in  the  restoration  of  order,  and  who  have  aone  so  much  in  the  present  foreign  war,  vriU 
exalt  yourself  more  In  the  eyes  of  your  fellow- citizens  by  tbis  sacrifice,  if  to  refrain  from 
raiiilng  another  b  mner  in  Mexico,  to  increase  our  dissensions,  to  weaken  us,  and  to  make 
the  defence  of  independence  impossible,  can  be  called  a  sacrifice. 

As  I  serenely  contemplate  the  situation  of  our  country,  I  do  not  despair  of  its  fntnie ; 
my  only  hope  is  to  see  Mexico  free  and  independent. 

My  opinion  is  the  more  impartial  as  I  have  nothing  to  fear  or  to  expect  from  you  or  Jmra ; 
and  I  am  sure,  after  independence  is  recovered,  we  had  better  give  way  to  new  men,  who 
are  younger  and  stronger,  for  revolutions  break  down  those  who  take  part  iu  them. 
Your  friend  and  servant, 

FRANCISCO  ZABCO. 

J18U8  Gonzales  Oetiga. 

Tlacotalpam,  Febrvary  26,  1866. 

Dbab  Sib  and  Frudii)  :  I  yesterday  received  from  Mr.  Romero  your  esteemed  letter  of 
the  10th  November  last,  mentioning  your  decree  prolonging  the  presidential  term,  umI 
naming  Qeneral  Dias  chief  of  the  eastern  line,  and  appointing  me  second. 

I  said  in  mine  of  the  14th  tbat  I  h|d  oidered  a  vote  on  the  subject  long  before  I  had 
received  the  decree  and  accompanying  documents,  and  the  result  is  a  unanimous  assent  to 
the  decrees.  I  am  now  publishing  the  resolutions  in  the  official  bulletin,  which  I  send 
you  as  it  comes  out.  I  also  send  them  to  Mr.  Romero  for  the  information  of  the  United 
states,  and  I  will  continue  to  do  so,  and  will  send  tbe  complete  document  to  the  depart- 
ment  of  government. 

Though  I  cannot  send  you  all  tbeRC  resolutions  at  once,  as  I  said  before,  you  can  act  with 
the  assurance  that  all  the  eastern  line  is  in  your  favor. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

Don  Bmrro  Juarez,  f^ ArArrl 
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Nsw  York,  FAruary  27,  1866. 
Vbt  Dbae  8ib  :  I  received  your  dnmlar  of  the  3d,  published  in  San  Antonio,  (Texas,) 
tUsdaj.    Too  aak  me,  as  a  member  of  congresB,  my  opinion  in  regard  to  the  decree  of  the 
8th  Korember,  prolonging  the  presidential  term  till  a*new  election  can  take  place. 

Belieriog  the  constitnttonal  gOTemment  has  acted  in  conformity  with  the  powers  con- 
fcned  upon  him  by  congress,  I  have  neyer  opposed  its  acts,  as  I  think,  as  yon  do,  it  would 
b«  QDpatriotia 

I  tell  yon  Ibis,  not  beoanse  you  have  a  right  to  ask  me,  but  because  my  (^nions  are 
paUic,  and  politeness  to  you  prompts  me  to  answer  you« 
Tours,  fta, 

CIPRUNO  ROBERT. 
Don  Jbus  Ooisaub  OsnoA,  PrmtiU, 


[Private.] 

Nbw  Tork,  libruary  28,  1866. 

HroH  Bji'bkmed  Trtbh)  :  I  have  received  your  circular,  your  protest,  and  your  manifest 
of  tbe  8d  instant,  in  regard  to  the  decree  of  President  Juarez  continuing  his  presidential 
term  while  the  French  continue  to  invade  Mexico. 

I  am  stirprieed  you  ask  my  opinion  in  the  matter,  since  nobody  has  the  right  to  question 
Be  in  Bucfa  things.  Moreover,  I  am  not  now  a  member  of  Congress,  for  my  term  expired 
in  1864.  But  for  politeness,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  think.  I  think  the  President  acted  in 
Moardance  with  article  128  of  the  constitution  when  he  issued  the  decrees  mentioned. 
Sow  the  three  powers  of  the  nation  are  the  President,  the  supreme  court,  and  congress. 

The  President  is  first,  and  the  natural  guardian  elected  by  the  people.  His  duty  is  to 
protect  it  under  all  circumstances,  particularly  in  times  of  foreign  invasion.  Next  to  him 
cnmes  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  Justice,  also  elected  by  the  people,  and  intended 
to  fit!  the  President's  place  in  case  of  default.  Then  comes  congress,  which  is  put  last, 
becaose  in  troublous  tiuoes  that  body  cannot  always  be  kept  together. 

I  coold  adduce  many  occurrences  of  the  last  eight  years  in  support  of  my  opinion  ;  but 
vhat  I  have  already  said  will  make  you  understand  why  I  think  citissen  Juarez  was  right 
io  promulgating  the  decrees  in  question.  And  there  is  another  strong  reason  why  I  must' 
acknowledge  Juarez  as  President  of  the  republic — the  troubles  afflicting  the  country.  If  I 
had  been  in  the  country  at  the  time  the  decrees  were  isHued,  even  if  I  bad  been  opposed  to 
them,  I  would  have  kept  my  opinion  secret,  and  continued  to  fight  for  the  independence 
of  the  country.  I  am  rejoiced  at  your  resolve  not  to  divide  the  party  by  hoisting  a  new 
dinner,  and  earnestly  exhort  you  to  join  us  against  the  usurpers  of  our  nationality. 
As  ever,  your  fiiend,  &c., 

PANTELEON  TOVAR. 

Don  Jbus  Oohzalkz  Obtcoa. 


New  Towc,  February  28,  1866. 
I)i4B  Sir  :  I  see  by  the  papers  that  you,  as  a  good  American  who  takes  an  interest  in 
HoicaQ  afEairt*,  have  asked  the  Elxecutive  when  Juarez's  presidential  term  would  expire. 
loQ  also  ask  if  an  election  has  taken  place,  or  can  take  place  during  intervention. 

As  all  the  documents  on  this  subject  are  soon  to  be  published,  I  beg  you  to  wait  till 
then,  that  you  may  learn  all  about  it,  and  act  accordingly.     I  will  send  yon  from  time  to 
time  what  is  intended  for  publication. 
Respectfully,  &o , 

JOAQUIN  VILLAL0B08. 
Mr.  GiKDr  Clat  Smith, 

Member  </  Eoute  af  Rqfreaentatiset, 

Wathington,  D,  (7. 

Wa^ikoton,  Monk  2,  1866. 
^1 8nt :  Touts  of  the  28th  has  reached  me.    I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  in/ormation 
yoQ  o&T  hi  regard  to  the  close  of  the  administration  of  President  Juarez 

My  object  in  offering  the  resolution  was  to  have  a  publication  of  all  the  documents  per- 
taiiUng  to  the  subject  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  and  they  ought  to  be  complete, 
for  the  information  of  (ingress  as  well  as  the  people. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GREEN  OLAT  S^ITH. 
Mr.  JoAQuni  Yillaiobos,  Ntw  Tork.  Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 
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Kbw  Yobk,  J^ra  3,  186S. 

Much  EflrannD  Fiuna> :  Seriooc  family  eares  hAve  preyented  me  from  making  a  few 
obeeryations  on  the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Gk>iiBales  Ortega  agafnet  President  Joares,  and  I  vordd 
not  now  notice  the  prodaction  if  the  imperial  papers  were  not  diacQseiDg  jt. 

I  don't  think  Mr.  Ckmialea  Ortega  will  be  pleased  with  what  the  enemies  of  independeaw 
■ay  abont  his  protest  and  manifest,  and  I  believe  he  will  repent  of  it  when  he  sees  the  oon- 
sequences.  He  might  have  meant  well,  bat  he  has  certainly  done  ill.  He  will  woMgi 
enonffh  from  the  diatribes  of  those  malicious  periodicals. 

I  will  proceed  to  give  you  some  ideas  that  came  inio  my  mind  when  I  read  the  pamphfcit 
in  which  Ortega  endeavors  to  draw  obloquy  upon  the  government,  which  he  says  *'!§ 
located  in  one  comer  of  the  republic."  He  said,  *'  Juarea  is  in  the  republic,  it  is  trae,  bot 
exists  in  a  small  comer  of  the  territory." 

What  can  be  Ortega's  object  to  ask  the  people  of  New  York,  where  he  now  is,  fheir 
opinion  on  the  Subject  ?  I  cannot  guess.  Only  to  find  out  ?  We  Mezicaos  abroad  are  not 
the  country,  and  it  seems  almost  like  recognizing  the  intervention  to  remain  here.  What 
Mexicans  are  now  the  real  representatives  of  the  country?  Surely  not  those  under  the  for- 
eigners and  traitors,  for  they  have  no  suffrage.  But  who  can  do  this?  Those  wiio,  wtth- 
oat  bread,  arms,  or  ammunition,  oppose  intervention,  suffer  fixnn  hunger  and  want  of 
olothes.  and  do  all  they  can  for  independence  only  to  see  Mexico  free,  wiUi  no  reward,  and 
the  gibbet  threatening  them  in  front. 

TheFe  are  the  real  representatives  of  the  nation  now,  and  Mr.  GonaJea  Ortega  ought  to 
consult  them,  if  he  wantd  to  know  the  opinion  of  republicans. 

Let  us  consider  what  these  patriots  have  done  since  the  decrees  of  the  8th  November. 

General  Diego  Alvarez  published  the  decrees  in  the  south,  and  recognised  the  President 
as  the  tme  government.  General  Franciuco  de  Le(»i,  acting  governor  of  Tamaalipas,  sab- 
mitted  to  General  Carvajal,  appointed  governor  by  Juarez.  General  Edcobedo,  governor  ef 
New  Leon  and  commander  In  Coahuila,  sent  word  to  General  Carvajal  that  he  vraa  snbJACt 
to  his  orders.  General  Alejandro  Garcia,  governor  of  Tabasco  and  chief  of  the  eastern 
line,  continued  to  acknowledge  Juarez  as  President  The  brave  General  Begules  is  i^pomted 
to  command  the  centre  by  this  same  man  Juarez.  Sonera,  Sinaloa,  and  Chihuahua  recog- 
nize him.  Thus  you  see  all  the  brave  men  who  fight  are  in  fifivor  of  Juarez,  and  contznue 
to  stand  by  the  chief  magistrate  who  has  supported  the  republican  flag,  tf  il  i»m  ottt  eonm 
qf  the  Mmcan  Unitory. 

Bnt.  if  that  is  not  sufficient  to  legalize  the  presidency  of  Juarez,  if  article  128  of  the 
constitution  is  not  enough,  we  have  the  fiill  powers  granted  him  by  congress  on  the  27th 
October,  1862.  To  show  you  I  am  right,  I  will  cite  a  grave  fact,  approved  by  the  nation. 
By  these  extra  powers,  the  16th  June,  1864,  Juarez  called  a  session  of  oongresa,  dtdanag 
thai  the  dayy  and'/edtral  empkyU  could  vote,  and  no  cert^ieaie  qf  rwdenot  would  be  required  of  oHjf 
one^  whether  elected  by  a  Sfau  or  territory.  Now,  these  orders  are  contrary  to  the  constitution  of 
1867  ;  yet  the  nation  did  not  raise  its  voice  against  them,  but  elected  representatives  from  Bia- 
aloa,  Sonora,  Coahuila,  New  Leon,  Chiapas,  Oajaca,  Chihuahua,  Guerrero,  Tabaaoo,  and  tlMt 
part  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  not  held  by  the  enemy.  Thus  the  republic  supported  th& 
President  in  his  reform  of  the  constitution ;  then  has  he  not  the  right  to  do  what  he  pleases 
to  save  that  constitution  and  the  independence  of  the  republic?  I  think  so.  And  I  also 
think  General  Gonzalez  Ortega  would  have  done  better  to  keep  silence,  and  thus  fulfil 
a  patriotic  duty,  and  not  provoke  the  Sodedad  newspaper  to  say :  **The  bold  Bomao  who 
exhibited  the  bloody  body  of  Caesar  to  the  people  did  no  more  injmry  to  kk  emanmt  than  Ga«- 
zalez  Ortega  does  to  legality  by  eaposmg  tte  Ueedmg  body  m  yarmenU  thM  an  not  epotlmi,  wiiiyli 
Am  acts," 

Tours,  &c., 

PANTALEON  TOYAB. 

Don  Sbbastiak  Lbrdo  dk  Tsjada, 

ran  del  Norte. 


JFSirther  data, 

SiLce  this  supplement  went  to  press  we  have  received  the  news  that  Colonel  Naranjo  and 
Commander  Saenz  refuse  to  join  General  Negrete  in  his  protest  against  the  government 
Their  answers  to  his  note  are  too  long  to  be  inserted  here.  Negrete  utters  this  fiUsehood : 
**The  danger  of  the  situation  increases,  because  the  government  at  Washington  will  not 
recognize  Juarez.  Relations  are  broken  off,  and  will  not  be  renewed  till  the  new  Ptett- 
dent  fixes  his  place  of  residence." 

The  circular  is  dated  the  27th  January,  on  the  banke  qf  the  Bio  Oftmde. 
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AmoQg  other  thfaigt,  the  oolonel  nys  in  his  answer :  **  The  trafton  mj  they  are  only 
pwtending  to  adhere  to  the  empire,  and  will  aoon  ehow  which  elde  they  are  on." 
**  Where  1b  yovr  President  ?  Juet  where  yoo  are ;  and  yet  he  presents  himself  before  the 
entire  nation  from  New  Toik  ?  He  is  the  personification  of  iaw  and  justice,  while  he  eon- 
dons  a  man  who  is  doiog  his  duty  at  the  head  of  the  defenders  of  independence." 

The  above  letter  is  from  Yillaldama,  the  6th  of  February,  1866.  Commander  Saena 
otfs.  among  other  things: 

('I  have  already  seen  yoar  letter,  Mr.  Negrete,  and  I  think  yon  ought  to  know  ns  better 
tkM  to  address  as  in  that  manner." 

**  Yoa  were  the  bitter  enemy  of  Ortega  in  Chihoahna,  thrmieminff  to  murder  him  m  aoime  way, 
sad  BOW  yoQ  exalt  him  as  onr  only  savior.  I  can  har'ily  believe  it,  yet  it  is  trae.  It  was 
reserved  for  a  Negrete,  a  Gonzales  Ortegtf^  to  appear  in  the  darkest  days  of  sorrow  in  their 
oottatiy,  like  unnatnral  sons  who  come  to  kill  their  dying  mother  and  divide  herinherit- 
soce  between  them."  **  Indeed,  I  do  not  think  yon  are  the  pilots  to  save  the  ship  con- 
tsiBlDg  the  precioas  treasare  of  oar  independence ;  yoa  are  inexperienced  and  liave  not  the 
oopBige.  This  is  what  I  think  of  you,  when  1  hear  yon  profane  the  sacred  name  of  coun- 
tiy  and  independence,  and  quoting  the  constitution  to  sustain  you,  interpreting  it  after 
yoor  own  Isshion,  of  course.  But  when  I  examine  your  speech,  I  find  the  truth  is  wanting, 
sad  I  become  indignant."  *'  I  mast  say  to  you,  for  the  last  time,  what  you  sea  here  writ- 
ten contains  my  opinion,  and  you  will  always  find  me  consistent."  **  All  we  want  is  to 
lave  oar  country,  and  we  think  we  shall ;  if  not,  we  fall  in  the  attempt.  Ready  for  every 
iKrifice,  we  defy  the  world,  if  the  world  dares  molest  us.  If  the  Mexican  nation  sink,  we 
wiU  riak  with  it."  (Dated  February  7,  \Z%^,)—'SuppUm«ni  to  No.  II  qf  the  <ffieiid  paper  qf 
tktpannmeni  of  the  Mevkati  rtpublic. 

tech  is  the  opinion  of  the  only  ones  who  have  a  right  to  give  it,  and  they  are  those  who 
Bsrch  with  arms  in  their  hands. 

P.  ii — We  have  just  received  No  11  of  the  official  papUr  from  Paso  del  Norte,  dated  8th 
Ibieh.  1866.  It  contains  notes  from  AntDuio  Pedrin,  governor  of  Lower  Oaliforoia,  and 
freoi  Qarda  liorale^  military  commander  of  Sonora,  applauding  Juares  for  issuing  the  de« 
ciees  of  tiie  8th  November.  . 


No.  5. 

GENERAL  GONZALEZ  ORTEGA  AND  HIS  NINE  INDORSERS  VERSUS  THE  MEXI- 
CAN NATION  AND  THE  CONSTITUriOMAL  PRESIDENT  OF  ITS  UNANIMOUS 
CHOKK,  WITH  AN  APPENDIX,  CONTAINING  ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 

A  pamphlet  in  English,  intended  for  circulation  in  the  United  States,  and  prominently 
pat  fi9rwaKl  within  a  few  days,  has  been  lasued  by  a  Mexican  general,  Jesus  Gonzales  Ortega, 
a  pretender  to  the  presidency  of  Mexico. 

In  Mexico,  where,  if  anywhere,  such  an  appeal  is  in  place,  scarcely  a  word  in  reply  to  it 
wmM  be  needed,  for  public  opinion  there,  with  a  unanimity  fox  greater  even  than  that 
whiidi  re-elected  Abraham  Lincoln  President  of  the  United  States,  has  already  decided  the 
({iMrtfoii  beyond  recall.  Negative  proof  of  this,  of  itself  conclusive,  is  afforded  by  the 
psamhlet  itself.  It  contains,  as  appendix,  what  Ortega,  in  tbe  title,  calls  "  letters  in  rati- 
fieatioo  of  his  position."  He  had  seven  months  to  collect  these.  They  are  spread  over 
twe»tf-8iz  pages. 

Who  are  Ortegm*9  mdoreeref^Row  many  of  these  letters  are  from  Mexican  officials  f  Not 
one.  How  many  are  wriUen  from  Mexico  at  all  f  Not  one.  How  many  are  there  in  all  f 
Nine^foar  written  from  Texas  and  five  from  New  York  Who  are  the  writers  ?  Two  are 
ex-goveroors  of  States,  two  ex-brigadier  generals,  one  ex-postmaster  general,  one  ex-colonel ; 
every  one  of  them  disaffected  ex»officials,  absent  from  their  native  country  in  her  hour  of 
d«ngar  and  suffering.  Three  more  make  the  list  of  Ortega's  indorsers— one  an  ex-editor 
and  two  others  whom  nobody  knows. 

Nine  raaloontent  refugees !  He  omitted,  on  his  muster-roll,  one  additional  supporter, 
whose  name  should  have  been  the  tenth— Manuel  Ruiz,  formerly  acting  minister  of  justice, 
who,  in  November  last,  declared  for  Ortesra,  and  in  December  went  over  to  the  French. — 
(Hoase  Ex.  Doa  No.  78,  1866,  part  2,  page  40.) 

The  w0ite  ef  the  Mexieam  nation, — How,  meanwhile,  during  these  seven  months,  has  the 
anaooacemeot  of  Juarez's  extension  of  term,  necessitated  by  French  intervention,  been 
received  ?  Jubilantly ;  by  aoclamafion.  The  details  would  fill  a  volume.  The  governor  of 
the^tateof  Vera  Cruz.  Alejandro  Garcia,  second  in  command  of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  in  sending  on  (as  early  as  February  last)  manifestoes  from  seventeen  towns 
within  his  State,  says  :  ^  The  letters  already  received  on  this  subject  are  too  voluminous  to 
be  seat."    (House  Ex.  Doc.,  1866,  part  3,  page  62.)    The  manifestoes  referred  to  (pp.  54 
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to  $3)  exhibit  in  brief  and  simple  phni«e  the  enthofiiMm  of  the  people.  There  hat  bee& 
throughout  the  entire  nation,  whether  ae  regards  officials  or  munidpal  bodies  or  pubJioaieo, 
no  exoeption.  Not  a  governor  of  a  Scate,  not  a  town  or  city  nnder  native  nde,  b«A  iws 
declar^  for  the  continoanon  in  his  present  position  of  President  Joarea.  Nay,  more,  Boi  a 
Mexican  dtiien  resident  in  Mexioo  has,  in  pubiic  harangue  or  in  printed  commanJcutian, 
expressed  disapprobation  of  the  extension  of  Juarea's  term  of  offioe,  or  given  in  his  adhesioQ 
to  General  Ortega.  We  might  searoh  in  vain  throughout  modem  history  for  a  pimllal 
.  example  of  national  unanimity. 

Proojt.  ^So  far  as  proof  of  these  statements  can  be  supplied,  without  swelling  thka 
pamphlet  beyond  reasonable  limits,  it  will  be  found  in  an  appendix.  Letters  are  there 
given  from  every  governor,  now  acting  as  such,  within  the  republic  of  Mexioow  from  dis- 
tinguished officers  now  in  the  field,  and  from  pubHo  men,  all  approving  the  action  of  Juares 
in  prolonging  his  presidency  during  the  war.  Several  of  the  towns  went  farther  than  tblii, 
adding  an  expression  of  their  earnest  desire  that  Juarea  sliould  be  elected  Presklant  for  a 
second  term,  after  the  present  war  is  over. 

Mezkan  tentuneni  m  Oilifomia. — But  it  is  not  to  the  country  over  wUdi  Joarei's  jorisdictioQ 
extends  that  the  confidence  reposed  In  him  by  his  countrymen  is  restricted.  Califomia 
attracts  Mexicans  in  large  numbers,  and  from  ^t  oouotry  also  comes  to  its,  through  kifal 
assooiatioDS  and  otherwise,  a  concurrent  meed  of  approbation.  In  the  congressionAl  doen- 
meat  already  quoted  (pp.  43  to  48)  examples  will  be  found.  The  patriotic  Mexican  clnha 
of  San  Francisco,  of  SacramentOi  of  Virginia  City,  and  others,  by  addresses  nnmeroorty 
signed,  testify  in  the  strongest  terms  their  approval  of  Juares's  course.  Is  there  amoi^ 
these  hundreds  one  voice  for  Ortega?  No«  Of  his  corporal's  guard  of  nine  not  one  bails 
from  the  shores  of  the  Pacifia 

Here  these  remarlis  might  terminate,  for  the  question  is  a  domestic  one,  as  to  which 
Mexicans  are  the  sole  arbiters.  But  it  may  interest  some  readers  briefly  to  Inqaire  whether 
the  popular  verdict  is  as  just  as  it  has  been  unanimous. 

ContttUUionol  argumtni. — The  articles  of  the  Mexican  constitution  upon  which  Ortega's  pre- 
tensions are  based  will  be  found  in  House  Executive  document,  1862,  No.  100,  at  page  1«8, 
as  follows: 

Abticlb  79.  In  temporary  default  of  a  President  of  the  republic,  and  in  the  vacaaoy  be- 
fore the  installation  of  the  newly  elected,  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  juatioe  shall 
enter  upon  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  President 

Aetioli  80.  If  the  default  of  President  be  absolute,  a  new  election  shall  be  proceeded 
with,  according  to  the  provisions  of  article  76,  and  the  one  so  elected  shall  exeroia»  his 
functions  until  the  last  day  of  November  of  the  fourth  year  following  his  electloQ. 

Abtiolb  82.  If,  from  whatever  reason,  the  election  of  President  shall  not  have  been  made 
and  published  by  the  first  of  December,  upon  which  the  change  is  to  take  place,  or  if  the 
nawly  elected  is  not  able  to  enter  promptly  upon  the  exercise  of  his  functions,  the  term  of 
the  preceding  President  shall  oevertheieas  cease,  and  the  supreme  executive  power  shaU  be 
deposited,  ad  interim,  in  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice. 

This  is  from  the  translation  of  the  Mexican  constitution  ofiidally  communicated  to  the 
State  Department.  The  concluding  phrase  of  artide  82,  which  contains  the  gist  of  the 
matter,  reads  in  the  original  as  follows  : 

**  El  supremo  poder  ejecutivo  se  depositary  interinamente  en  el  presidente  de  a  Bnprana 
cortede  justicia." 

The  literal  translation  of  the  word  *'  interinamente  "  is  <*  provisionally,"  '*  temporarily." 
And  the  provision  is,  that  the  supreme  executive  power  shall  be  deposited  (or,  as  weexipresB 
it,  shall  Yett) proommaUif  in  the  president  of  the  supreme  court. 

Originally,  Mexico  had,  like  the  United  States,  a  senate  and  a  lower  house,  the  Tise- 
prefddent,  as  with  us,  being  president  of  the  senate.  When  a  change  was  made  lUnitiog 
the  congress  to  a  single  chamber,  the  chief  justice  was  selected  as  vice-president  to  fill  any 
Tacancy  caused  by  death  or  other  default  of  the  President. 

The  whole  context  of  the  articles  quoted  shows  that  the  arrangement  which  placed  the 
chief  justice  in  the  presidential  chair  was  to  be  strictly  a  temporary  one.  *'  la  fLsyuiaiy 
defiiult  of  a  President,"  (Art.  79,)  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  is  to  take  his  plase. 
Against  his  permanent  occupation  of  the  seat  a  jealous  guard  is  set.  In  caae  of  the  Praa- 
dent's  death  the  chief  justice  is  not  allowed,  as  under  our  Goustitution  the  Vice- Presideot 
is,  to  serve  during  the  rest  of  the  presidentiil  term.  **  If  the  default  of  President  be  ahso- 
lute,"  (Art.  80,)  a  new  election  shall  be  held  The  policy  is  plain.  lU  spirit  cannot  he 
misunderstood.  No  one  but  the  man  actually  voted  for  as  President  is,  under  ai^  dicius- 
stances,  permanently  to  occupy  the  presidential  chair. 

There  was  jealousy  on  another  point.  An  ambitious  President,  hoping,  perliap8«  to  hold 
office  in  perpetuity,  might  intrigue  to  prevent  or  postpone  an  election  for  his  suocessoc  la 
order  to  defeat  any  such  intrigue,  it  was  provided  (Art  82)  that,  when  the  term  for  which 
a  President  was  ele(;ted  had  expired,  the  executive  power  was  to  rest  in  the  diief  jostioa 
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Tto  debates  fn  the  convention  wbtoh  adopted  ^he  Mezioui  oonstitntion  show  that  this  was 
the  ipirii  and  Intent  of  the  provision. 

Article  82,  taken  alone  and  aocordkig  to  its  letter,  nndonbtedly  gives  the  presidencj  tem- 
poniily  to  Ortega,  as  chief  justice,  the  words  being,  **  If,  from  whatever  reason,  the  eleoiioa 
of  Pn^dent  shall  not  have  been  made  and  pobiished  by  the  &ut  of  December  ;"  and  the 
eketioD,io  point  of  fiact,  not  having  been  made  and  published  by  that  day.  Bnt  taken  in 
oeonestkm  with  the  articles  which  precede  it,  and  in  view  of  the  well-known  intent  of  its 
&amer8,tnd,  yet  more  especially,  interpreted  in  the  light  of  that  policy  whidi  distingi^shes 
the  Heiican  oonstitntion  from  onrs,  namely,  thai  he  only  shall  permanently  act  as  Prendent 
vbo  was  elected  to  be  President,  not  he  who  was  elected  as  a  temporary  substitute,  it  would 
bsve  been  a  diiect  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  articles  quoted,  had  the  substitute  In  this 
cue  become  the  principal.  , 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  words  are  not  "  If,  from  whatever  cause,  no  election  can  be 
beld."  The  contingency  anticipated  evidently  was  that  in  which  an  election,  though  pos- 
sible, was  not  held  or  was  not  published ;  a  contingency  much  more  likely  to  happen 
through  intrigue  of  an  unscrupulous  iocumbent,  in  an  unsettled  government  like  the  Mex- 
ieao,  than  among  us.  But,  in  the  case  we  are  considering,  no  man  can  doubt  Juarez's  great 
dcrire  that  it  had  been  possible  to  hold  an  election  ;  and  as  little  can  we  doubt  that,  if  it 
hid  been  possible,  he,  by  an  overwhelming  vote,  would  have  been  a  second  time  the  peo- 
pfe'i  choice. 

The  oonthigency  of  a  foreign  invasion  so  formidable  in  its  proportions  as  to  overrun  the 
country,  and  render  impossible  the  holding  of  an  election  at  all,  was  evidently  not  in  the 
Binds  of  the  framers  of  the  constituUon.  Not  anticipatiog  it,  they  did  not  provide  for  it. 
In  providing  for  another  case  they  used  words  which,  if  we  accept  the  letter  to  the  ezdu- 
^  of  the  spirit,  and  construe  the  word  inierinamenU  to  mean  indtfinUdy,  may  be  claimed  to 
jutify  a  proceeding  which  was  clearly  neither  fcnreseen  nor  intended. 

Botjin  addition  to  this  the  Mexican  congress,  in  view  of  the  military  necessities  which, 
vh«Q  the  French  invasion  began,  they  foresaw,  granted  extraordinary  powers,  suited  to  the 
aoerge&cy,  to  the  President.     By  a  law  of  December  11, 1861,  they  decreed  : 

An.  2.  The  Executive  is  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  such  steps,  and 
>dopt  raoh  measures,  as  in  his  Judgment  may  l)e  necessary  under  the  existing  circum- 
stioeet,  without  other  restrictions  than  that  of  saving  the  independenoe  and  integrity  of 
theDatioDal  territory,  the  form  of  government  established  by  the  constitution,  and  the 
principles  and  laws  of  reform." 

Soppose  the  term  of  election  of  the  govi^mor  of  a  State  had  expired  during  the  war,  with 
no  posfiibility  to  elect  his  successor,  is  it  not  certain  that  Juarez  had  the  power,  under  that 
}«v,  to  prolong  his  term  of  office  ?  Is  it  notequally  certain  that  he  had  the  power, if  he  saw 
fit  to  exercise  it,  to  prolong  his  own  ?  Must  be  not  have  been  certain  that  the  people,  al- 
no^  onaoimonsly,  desired  that  prolongation  ?  Has  it  not  since  been  proved,  beyond  all 
dnuA),  that  they  did  ?  And  ought  he,  from  motives  of  false^elicacy,  and  to  satisfy  a  tech- 
nics icraple,  to  have  thwarted  the  national  will  at  a  moment  when  every  thing— even 
the  salfation  of  the  very  constitution  from  which  we  have  been  quoting— depended  upon 
P^iar  Quanimity ,  and  popular  confldence  in  the  executive  head  ?  That  would  have  been 
torerei«e  what  we  are  told  of  the  Sabbath,  and  to  say,  **Mexicand  were  made  for  the 
wwtihition,  not  the  constitution  for  Mexicans." 

"The  letter  killeth,but  the  spirit  giveth  life."  Never  was  there  a  more  complete  ex- 
empliOoatlon  of  the  text  than  in  the  present  CAse.  Bliudly  to  follow  the  letter  of  the  law, 
^^r  drcumstances  in  which  it  was  clearly  never  meant  to  apply,  and  thus  to  violate  its 
^d(,  would  have  been  to  prefer  technicality  to  vitality,  and,  in  all  human  probability,  to 
b»?B  SMTlficed  the  life  of  the  nation  thereby. 

Is  it  strange  that  the  Mexican  people,  listening  to  common  sense,  preferred  the  substance 
to  the  shadow  and  ratified  Juarez's  decision  ? 

Orftga  rtmdn  m  Niw  York  -rBut  the  people  of  Mexico  may  have  had  additional  cause,  of 
i  petfooal  character,  for  their  decision. 

^  the  28th  of  December,  1864,  General  Ortega  made  an  application  to  the  Mexican  gov- 
^^BnKBt,  through  the  miuister  of  foreign  relations.  He  does  not  give  the  text  of  that 
■PpHcatlon  in  his  pamphlet ;  but  we  find  it  in  the  congressional  document  already  quoted, 
^^l^t)  page  30.  He  applied  for  •♦  license  to  repair  to  the  interior  of  the  republic,  or 
^uewbere  within  Mexican  coasts,  to  coutinue  to  defend  with  arms  the  independence  of 
Medeo."  And  he  added  :  **  As  the  interior  States  are  occupied  by  the  invaders,  I  may 
bftTe  to  pass  some  sea  or  foreigu  territory  to  realize  my  desires,  and  I  hope  you  will  ihform 
the  citizen  President  of  this" 

Two  days  afuirwards,  to  wit,  under  date  Dec6ml)er  SO,  1864,  his  request  was  acceded  to, 
^*'e  being  granted  him  to  •*  proceed  either  directly  or  by  traversing  the  sea,  or  through 
wne  fcnreign  country,  to  points  of  the  Mexican  republic  not  occupied  by  the  enemy,  to  con- 
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ttoue  to  defend  the  national  independence/'  &o.,  bat  not  a  word  about  going  to  a  fordga 
country,  there  to  remain. 

Yet  the  Baid  General  Gk>nialeB  OrteiEca,  leaving  Mexico  in  Febmary,  1866,  and  panliig 
bf  way  of  8ani»  V6  to  New  York,  instead  of  proceeding  to  any  part  of  Mezioo,  tbore  to 
fight  for  her  independence,  has  absented  himself  even  to  the  preeaiit  time,  throogkont  f 
diirkest  days  of  his  country's  history. 

Which  of  the  two  men  were  the  people  of  Mexico  more  likely  to  desire  as  their  i 
ard-bearer— the  patriot  who  has  remained  faithfully  at  his  post  and  eadared,eTen  to  tfas 
hour,  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  or  the  man  who,  under  cover  of  a  Uoense  to  proceed 
throngh  some  foreign  country  to  points  of  the  Mexican  republic,  there  to  defend  her  inde-  ' 
pendenoe,  went  direct  to  New  York,  and  has  since  spent  liis  time  chiefly  in  tkat  dty,  leavlog 
his  country  to  her  fate  ?  , 

But  these  are  trifles.  The  fact  is,  indeed,  that  the  M^oan  people  bsTe  no  longer  aay 
confidence  in  Ortega ;  but  even  if  that  had  been  otherwise,  the  national  dedflloB  would 
have  been  the  same— in  fiavor  of  their  long-tried  leader,  Benito  Jnarei,  and  of  the  ^rfrit  of 
tlieir  federal  constitution. 

Animua  and  ob)«i  qf  OrUga*$  jmmpkld. — ^This  appeal,  by  a  Mexican  general,  to  a  fbreigu 
people,  against  the  unanimous  verdict  of  his  own  countrymen,. is  a  scheme  ftmnght  with 
unmixed  mischief,  and  not  even  redeemed,  as  many  unprincipled  schemes  are,  by  the  poor 
excuse  of  possible  success  in  attaining  its  ostensible  object.  Mrs.  Lavinia  Janetta  Hoitoa 
Ryves,  a  recent  claimant  for  royal  rights  in  the  English  law  oourta,  was  as  likely  to  de- 
throne Queen  Yictoria  as  Qeneral  Ortega  is  to  displace  President  Juares.  No  sane  man, 
even  slightly  conyersant  with  the  facts,  for  a  moment  imagines  that  he  can.  That  is  not 
the  object  of  Ortega's  pamphlet.  If  it  had  been,  that  document  would  have  been  publisbel 
in  Spanish  and  in  Mexico,  not  in  English,  to  circulate  among  us,  who  have  no  Toibe  in  the 
matter.  Its  object  Is,  injury,  by  base  indirection,  to  a  noble  cause.  lis  object  is,  to  cre- 
ate doubts  throughout  this  country,  in  the  minds  of  the  uninformed,  as  to  the  stability  of 
executive  authority  in  Mexico,  for  what  ulterior  purpose  we  need  not  inquire. 

Suffice  it  that  the  whole  a£^ir  is  the  flimsiest  pretext ;  an  effort,  transparent  as  glasA,  to 
get  up  the  idea  that  there  is  a  contest  for  the  Mexican  presidency.  A  contest !  If  there 
be,  it  is  one  in  which  there  is  the  Mexican  nation,  including  all  its  officials,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, duly  represented  near  our  government  by  its  accredited  minister,  on  the  one  side,  and, 
on  the  other,  nine  absentees,  without  present  position  or  influence,  led  by  a  Mexican  gen- 
eral, brave,  very  likely,  and  who,  in  former  days,  may  have  done  good  service  in  the  field, 
as  Benedict  Arnold  did  before  he  turned  traitor  to  his  country. 


APPENDIX. 

The  following  are  letters,  or  extracts  from  letters,  variously  addressee!,  from  every  gov- 
ernor of  a  State  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  now  acting  as  such.  It  will  be  seen  that  erery 
one  approves  of  Jnares's  course  : 

From  Oerural  D'aa^  gfjnemor  and  mUitary  eommindatU  of  the  StcUt  of  Oaxaoa  ana  eommamdtr  ^  di 
eaiUrn  diviuont  to  the  Mexiean  mmiater, 

TiAML,  Ma^  9,  18«6. 

^  o  9  J  have  caused  the  publication  here  of  the  late  decrees  of  the 

government. 

The  first,  with  reference  to  the  extension  of  the  constitutional  period  of  the  PresideDt, 
has  been  received  with  great  satisfaction.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  speak  of  my  ova 
views,  for  they  are  always  manifested  in  my  conduct,  which  consists  in  entire  obedience, 
or  in  entire  withdrawal  from  official  position,  when  my  convictions  do  not  permit  mj  con- 
currence in  the  policy  pursued.  I 

In  the  present  case,  the  step  taken  by  the  President  is,  in  my  judgment,  not  only  oppor-  \ 
tune,  but  the  only  course  that  is  connstent  with  the  salvation  of  our  cause. 

The  decree  which  orders  the  submission  to  trial  of  General  Ortega  and  other  officers 
similarly  liable  Im,  in  my  judgment,  well  founcied  in  the  ordinances  and  practice  of  war 

My  opinion  with  reference  to  the  strict  maintenance  of  the  ordinances  is  well  known: 
they  should  always  be  rigorously  applied. 

I  believe,  therefore,  that  the  government  has  only  done  what  was  its  duty  in  ttiis  matter. 
I  remain  your  attentive  friend  and  servant, 

POEFIBIO  DIAZ. 

Befior  Don  Matias  Bomsao,  WaMigUm, 
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Fhm  Omend  €hatia^  goHmor  qf  Feni  Ona  and  ixcmd  m  wmmaani  <^  the  eaUern  dMtkm,  to  Prtd" 

daUJtuura, 

Tlaootalpam,  Fdn-uary  26,  1866. 

YiBT  DvAX  Sir  ahd  mitch  RispionED  Fbisni>  :  o  o  o  o  i  fofonned  yoa 
inmj  letter  of  the  14th  infttant  that  on  the  let,  before  I  reoeived  your  official  decree  aod 
other  docoments  prolonging  your  term,  I  had  sent  out  a  drcalar  to  all  the  authorities 
within  the  lines  to  ascertain  the  will  of  the  people. 

1  have  receired  assurances  from  eyery  quarter  acknowledging  your  right  to  continue  in 
the  presidency  of  the  republic  till  another  constitutional  election  can  be  held. 

I  am  now  receiving  the  manifestoes  and  am  publishing  them  in  the  official  bulletin,  of 
which  I  send  you  copies.  I  also  send  some  to  Mr.  Romero,  for  any  good  use  ho  may  make 
of  them  in  the  United  States,  and  I  will  continue  to  do  so  by  every  opportunity.  When 
ocHBplete,  I  will  de^wtch  them  to  the  department  of  government  for  due  consideration. 

i  repeat  to  yon  what  I  said  in  my  last ;  that  is.  though  I  cannot  send  yon  the  facts  now, 
yon  may  rest  assured  that  all  the  eastern  line  will  vote  in  the  same  way. 

Kothing  new  has  occurred  eince  my  letter  of  the  14th. 

I  think  General  Diaa  is  in  Tlajtaco,  though  I  am  not  sure  of  it,  for,  in  spite  of  all  my 
eSbrts,  I  have  not  been  able  to  communicate  vrith  him. 

In  the  hope  that  you  will  continue  to  favor  me  with  your  welcome  letters,  I  remain  yom 
Mend  and  servant, 

ALEJANDRO  GABCIA. 

Sellor  Don  Brnio  Juaebb, 

Pimdaa  qf  <As  Menoan  Sqmblie. 

The  next  letter  is  from  the  victor  in  the  late  encounter  on  the  Rio  Qrande,  in  which  a 
rich  train,  worth  from  one  to  two  million  of  dollars,  was  captured. 

Fnm  Oeneral  EKobedo^  gctoenwr  of  the  State  of  New  Leon  and  eommandar'm'Ckief  qf  Ike  foreee  on 
the  Rio  OraruUt  to  the  Mtxiean  mimster, 

Rio  Blanoo,  Apnl  26,  1866. 
o        o        o        o    We  are  all  here  perfectly  united  and  decided  upon  the  presidential 
question,  and  the  recent  decrees  have  been  received  without  question  whatever,  all  being 
disposed  to  continue  obey  log  and  respecting  the  government  of  President  Juarez. 

Ihe  sime  is  the  case  in  the  interior,  and  the  disposition  is  particularly  manifested  by  all 
the  liberal  papers,  which  with  so  much  valor  and  constancy  have  continued  defending  the 
national  cause,  even  in  many  cases  in  places  occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  so-called  empire. 
All  of  our  news  from  the  interior  is  satisfactory.  On  all  sides  the  public  spirit  is  rising,  and 
the  adhesions  to  the  farcical  empire  changing  to  the  reverse.  w 

What  we  require  is  arms,  and  particularly  sabres  for  our  %ava1ry .  It  is  impossible  that 
oar  soldier  8,  armed  only  with  an  old  mut<ket,  or  a  rifle,  can  compete  with  the  French  cav- 
alry, or  the  Austrian,  or  even  the  traitors,  who  are  all  well  mounted,  armed  and  equipped. 
Kevertheless,  we  do  not  avoid  the  combat,  and  many  times  have  measured  arms  with  them 
vithgood  socoeas. 

I  am  your  attentive  and  obedient  servant, 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 
SeSor  Don  IfAnAS  Romno, 

Waehm^on,  />.  a 


li^m  the  governor  and  mUiiarp  eommandaiU  qf  the  State  qf  OoahuiUh 

OfTIOI  07  THB  GoVEBKOB  AKD  MiLITABT  Ck>lflCAlfl>AIIT  OF 

TBE  STATI  or  COAHCILA  ^B  ZaRAOOEA, 

Boeae,  December  8,  1866. 
Af  this  government  and  command  has  received  the  supreme  decree  of  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  prolonging  the  functions  of  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  for  the  specified 
time,  during  the  present  state  of  the  war,  and  those  of  the  powers  of  the  person  who  may 
be  prtsident  of  the  court  of  justice,  for  the  time  necessary  to  the  oljec^of  its  prolongation, 
and  sees  that  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  to  the  interests 
of  the  republic,  agreeable  to  the  national  will,  and  particularly  to  this  State,  it  therefore 
\  that  ft  be  fnlfiUed,  and  for  that  purpos;  has  published  it  this  day  to  the  authoritiea 
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and  foices  mider  its  oommand,  and  will  eodeayor  to  give  it  the  greatest  pvblieity  In  ftft 
State. 

I  have  ^e  honor  to  commuaicate  this  to  you,  for  yoar  information  and  that  of  the  ddef 
ma^trate  of  the  nation. 

Independence  and  liberty  I  

A.  8.  YIEZCA. 

Eduabdo  liusQuiz,  Axl^  Skcttiairy, 

The  Citixen  Mihutib  or  Relations  and  (JoYiRNicmn,  (Mmakaa, 


From  Vie  governor  andmUitafy  eommander  of  the  Stale  of  Smidoa. 

GoyKBNMBNT  AND  MlUTART  DiPABTinNT  OF  StAR  07  SiNALOA^ 

Concordia,  JDeeember  24,  1866. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  yonr  department  of  the  circtUars  of 
the  28th  of  October  and  8th  of  November,  and  of  the  two  decrees  issued  on  that  last  date. 

These  supreme  resolutions  shall  be  rigidly  enforced  by  this  State  under  my  commiod, 
since  in  it  is  involved  nothing  less  than  the  firm  establishment  of  the  supreme  authorityof 
the  nation,  and  likewise,  as  is  well  understood,  the  responsibility  incurred  by  those  soldien 
of  the  republic  who  have  abandoned  the  cause  in  its  hour  of  need,  and  gone  abtoad  to 
foreign  lands. 

Orders  have  been  is^uel  to  circulate  these  welcome  ree)Iutions  thioa?h  all  the  districts, 
and  to  have  them  promulgated  in  general  orders  to  the  united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  scd 
Jalisco.  I  communicate  these  measures  to  you,  in  order  that  through  your  means  thef 
may  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation. 

Independence  and  liberty  1 

DOMINGO  BUBL 

P.  SsPULTCDA,  Seerefary. 

The  MiNisiCE  o;  Fosugn  Affaiss,  Chtkuakua, 


IVom  the  governor  atui  military  commander  <^  th  StaU  <f  ^^ 

I  have  received  with  positive  satisfaction  the  two-decrees  issaed  by  the  President  under 
date  of  the  8th  of  November  last,  and  the  circular  from  your  department  with  whidi  yea 
were  pleased  to  accompany  them,  the  first  of  tbem  relative  to  the  prolongation  of  theteim 
of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation,  as  long  as  the  condition  of  tbe  foreign  war  in  whicb 
we  ar^involved  does  not  permit  a  new  constitutional  election  to  be  bad,  and  the 'second 
relati^  to  the  prolongation  of  Jthe  term  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation,  and  the 
mode  of  supplying  his  place,  if  in  the  mean  time  he  should  happen  to  fail. 

The  anomalous  circumstances  in  which  the  republic  unfortunately  finds  itself,  tbe  defi- 
ciency or  silence  of  the  general  constitution  on  a  point  of  such  vital  interest  to  the  natiOD, 
the  spirit  of  articles  78,  79,  80,  and  82  of  the  same  fundamental  code,  and,  finally,  the  col- 
lection of  powers  l>estowed  on  the  executive  by  the  legislative  body  of  the  Mexican  unloo, 
under  date  of  the  11th  of  December,  1861,  afifurd  superabundant  ground  «nd  justificatioo  fur 
the  first  of  the  above-mentioned  supreme  retiolutions,  in  which  tbe  enemies  of  our  couutirj 
can  never  see  anything  else  than  the  unflinching  zeal  of  the  President  fur  the  malnlenaoce 
of  legitimate  authority,  the  most  mature  examination  in  his  ifieasures,  and,  above  all,  his 
singular  abegnation  in  facing  a  situation  so  stormy  as  tbe  present  one,  without  any  other 
recompense  than  the  satisfaction  always  caused  by  the  fulfilment  of  duty,  however  onexuui 
it  may  be. 

Independence  and  liberty  I    Camp  in  La  Noria,  February  1, 1866. 

J.  GARCIA  MORALES. 

D.  EuAS,  Admg  Secretary, 

Thb  Ministkb  or  FoauoN  Rilations  and  Govibniont. 

Paao  dd  Norte. 


From  Major  QenHfroX  J,  M,  J,  Oarvqfal,  governor  qf  tke  Stale  ef  Tttmaulipae. 

Santa  Rosaua,  June  15,  1866. 
Mt  Dbab  Snt:  I  have  now  reached  the  territory  of  Tamaulipas,  and  find  the  people  hers 
full  of  good  feeling,  and  resolved  not  onl^  to  continue  their  s^rifices  in  defence  of  tbe 
national  cause,  but  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  an  absolute  obedience  to  the  legitimate 
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BothoritieB,  and  detenidaed  to  frowa  down  all  such  ambitioas  plans  at  those  of  Ortega,  which 
ooljr  serve  to  divide  as  aod  to  aid  the  partisans  of  the  intervention. 

I  ibereforo  find  that  all  are  witling  to  obey  me  as  governor  and  military  commandant  of 
this  State  by  virtue  of  the  appointment  of  President  Juarez,  who  is  recognized  as  the  lawful 
and  legitimate  President  of  the  republic,  without  there  being  in  all  the  State  of  Tamaulipas— 
as  there  scarcely  is  in  all  the  republic — a  single  person  who  does  not  approve  the  decree 
extending  the  term  of  office  of  the  President  until  a  new  election  can  take  plaee. 
o  ooooooo 

I  ana,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  servant, 

JOS£  IL  J.  CABVAJAL. 
Sefior  Don  Matias  Bombbo,  Washington, 


Ikm  Mtfw  Otneni  de  Reguta^  gooemor  of  iht  State  of  Michoacan  and  oornmander'in'ehitf  (f  the 

central  armg, 

Ubuapan,  May  7,  1866. 

DiAE  Sis:  I  have  received  the  two  decrees  issued  by  the  department  of  foi'eign  relations 
asd  of  government  on  the  8th  of  November  of  last  year ;  the  one  extending  fbe  term  of  the 
prcddeocy  of  the  republic,  which  you  so  worthily  occupy,  until  the  circumstances  of  the 
coQDtry  shall  permit  a  new  appeal  to  the  popular  suffiage ;  and  the  other  declaring  the 
re^ukbility  which  ha>)  been  incurred  by  General  Ortega,  in  residing  for  many  months  in 
aforeign  country  without  the  authoriz  ition  for  that  purpose  of  the  department  of  war.  Both 
decnes  have  been  well  received  by  the  forces  under  my  command,  and  accoidiog  to  the 
newi  I  am  daily  receiving,  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  Michoacan  who  take  part  in  the  defence 
of  our  country. 

All  comprehend,  what  is  really  the  truth-  -that  is  to  say,  that  you  are  the  one  who  for  a 
tboDsand  reasons  should  continue  at  the  head  of  the  nation  during  this  terrible  crisis,  during 
which  what  is  most  necessary  is,  that  he  who  occupies  the  high  position  in  which  you  are 
placed  should  be  abl^  to  count,  as  you  can  bount,  upon  the  entire  confidence  of  the  people, 
sod  which  confidence  it  is  felt  cannot  be  so  fully  reposed  in  any  other  person. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  powers  are  ample  under  which  you  have 
taken  these  steps,  and  that  they  are  in  no  manner  opposed  to  the  fundamental  law,  for  the 
ooostitotioD  has  no  provision  for  the  case  when  it  should  be  entirely  impossible  for  an  elec* 
tion  to  be  held,  as  now,  by  reason  of  the  foreign  invasion. 

With  reference  to  General  Ortega,  the  declaration  as  to  his  responsibility  is  only  too  well 
deserved,  in  having  abandoned,  as  he  ha^in  a  manner  so  contrary  to  his  antecedents,  the 
defence  of  his  country  at  a  time  when  it  most  required  the  services  of  all  good  patriots,  and 
especially  of  all  having  any  experience  in  the  career  of  arms. 

oooooooo 

I  am  your  obedient  servant,         , 

NICOLAS  DE  BEGULES. 
President  Don  Bbctto  Juabiz. 

Ihm  Oolond  Don  Qregoria  Mendez,  governor  and  military  commander  qf  (he  Slate  of  TahoKO^  to 

President  Juarez, 

Sah  Juan  Baihibta,  FAruary  2,  1866. 
Vosr  DiariKQiTiSHtD  avd  BnPBcriD  Sir:  I  have  before  me  your  two  very  acceptable  favors 
of  the  27th  of  October  and  9th  of  November  last. 

•  ooooooo 

Tour  determination  in  regard  to  General  Diaz,  who  is  now  fighting  in  Oaxaca,  shall  be 
dnly  respected  by  me  and  my  subalterns.  That  general  is  truly  worthy  of  his  former  posi- 
tion by  his  effectiveness,  his  valor,  his  honesty,  and  his  energy,  particularly  as  his  disap- 
pearance depended  upon  causes  over  which  he  bad  no  control. 

I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  Laving  the  decrees  sent  me  by  Mr.  Bomero  published  to- 
moRow;  they  have  my  entire  approval  and  that  of  the  State.  No  person  more  worthy,  or 
wHh  greater  hopes  of  the  nation,  could  have  been  trusted  with  the  supreme  command  than 
yofimelf,  aod  at  a  time  when  a  ohauge  might  have  caused  a  want  of  confidence,  to  say  the 
least  The  trial  of  Mr.  Ortega  is  an  act  that  gives  power  to  the  government  from  its  prin- 
ciple of  morality,  as  it  impresses  upon  our  society  and  its  great  men  the  nece|»ity  of  attend- 
ing to  their  duties,  and  teaches  them  the  great  impropriety  of  derelictions  wftch  they  often 
ooamit,  thinking  to  be  shielded  by  the  elevation  of  their  positions. 

^o  o  o  o  oo  o  o 

I  ooodnde  with  an  affectionate  greeting,  wishing  you  peace  and  prosperity,  and  subscrib- 
bt^jfymitl  youx  obedient  servant,  &c. ,  &c., 

G.  MENDEZ. 
Ihe  President  of  the  Bepublio  Don  Bnmo  Juaeb,  Ohikuakua.  r^^^^}^ 
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Sttrmd  <if  a  UiUrfnm  Urn  gwemor  if  OhiapoM  to  tki  Utxkm  tamiA  is  8m  Ffmaae^ 

CoMsuLAnor  Mxxioo, 

San  FranoBoo^  AprU  18,  1866. 
Under  date  of  the  16th  of  February  lagt,  the  goremor  of  the  State  of  ChiiHP<^  I^^n  J. 
Fantaleoo  Dominguea,  wiites  to  me  as  follows : 

**  Informed  of  the  oontentu  of  your  fiiTor  of  the  15th  December  last,  and  of  the  decrees 
fflsned  by  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic  relative  to  the  prorogation  of  the  fimc- 
tiooB  of  the  Prehident  of  the  republic,  and  to  the  responsibility  iccnrred  by  the  citiaea 
Oeneral  Jesns  Q.  Ortega,  I  have  to-day  orde^-ed  the  publication  and  circulation  of  the  nid 
decrees  in  the  State  under  my  command «  and  that  they  shall  be  brought  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  governors  of  the  Statt-s  of  Tabaeoo  and  Vera  Cruz,  to  whom  also  I  have  traDScribed 
your  said  letter  and  sent  a  copy  of  the  letter  that  you  addressed  to  the  first  maglsteate  ^ 
the  nation." 

I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  the  same  to  you,  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  being  the 
same  to  the  knowledge  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic. 
I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  esteem  and  consideration. 

JOSfe  A.  GODOY. 
the  Citisen  Sibastiar  Libdo  db  Tbjada, 

MdtitUr  qf  F^rmgn  Rdolvmt  and  <f  Oovtmmeidt  Paao  dd  NorU, 


Fircm  Omund  Diego  AbtareMf  gmmnor  tf  the  State  qf  Onemro. 

La  Protidbigia,  Jamutry  21,  1SI6. 

o  o  o  I  have  been  well  pleased  to  see  the  two  decrees  issued  by  the  department 
of  foreign  relations  and  of  government  on  the  ^th  of  November  last ;  the  one  extending 
the  term  of  the  presidency  which  you  worthily  occupy  until  it  shall  be  possible  to  again 
consult  the  national  will  by  means  of  an  election,  and  the  other  determining  that  Gtnent 
€k>uiale8  Ortega  shall  be  submitted  to  trial. 

Both  measures  are  well  Juetified  by  the  reasons  upon  which  they  are  based,  and  whidi 
are  fully  explained  in  the  circular  of  Mr  Lerdo  whicb  accompanies  them.  So  far  I  do  not 
believe  there  has  been  a  tiingle  good  Mexican  in  this  State  who  has  expressed  any  otber 
opinion  than  in  favor  of  these  decrees,  which  t||e  critical  circumstances  of  the  republic 
have  imperiously  required. 

•  •ooooo  o 

DIEGO  ALYABfiZ. 
President  Don  Binno  Juabb. 


.^1001  ihepdilkal  chitf  <f  the  Territory  <f  Lower  Oedifomia  to  the  Mexican  eontul  m  San  FVoimko. 

Mbxioam  Ooksulatb  nr  Sab  FmABOiaoo, 

San  Frmaeeo,  Jmrnary  ^t  l^^- 

Citiien  Antonio  Pedrin,  political  chief  of  the  Territory  of  Lower  California,  writes  to  me 
from  San  Jos^,  under  date  of  the  16th  of  the  present  month,  as  follows  : 

**  With  your  acceptable  communication  dated  the  27th  of  September  lust  I  have  received 
the  copies  of  the  official  journal  which  you  had  the  goodness  to  enclose  to  me,  and  in  which 
weie  published  the  decrees  issued  by  the  President  of  the  republic  through  the  medium  of 
the  department  of  foreign  aflEWirs  and  government ;  the  one  relative  to  the  prolongation  of 
the  term  of  the  President,  and  the  other  to  the  rei^nsibilities  of  General  Jerius  G.  Ortega. 
*  **  In  ac'knowledgiog  this  communication,  I  confess  with  pleasure  that  in  my  opinion  the 
President  could  not  have  adopted  any  measure  more  acceptable,  because,  though  it  waj 
affect  certain  partialities  interested  in  a  change^  of  administration,  yet  there  is  nothiat; 
more  certain  than  that  no  one  of  our  public  men  could  fill  the  immense  void  thai  woald 
be  left  by  the  absence  from  power  of  the  father  of  the  Mexican  republic.  In  him  we  knev 
that  we  ever  find  united  faith,  integrity,  and  constaocy,  fuUy  supported  by  tlie  natioDil 
sentiment ;  without  him,  God  alone  knows  what  would  become  of  Mexico  under  presoit 
circumstances  ^ 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  this  to  you,  in  order  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  oob- 
municate  it  to  the  President  for  his  information.  • 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

JOSfi  A.  QODGf. 

Sbbashan  Lbuk)  db  Tbjaha, 

Mtmtter  ^  Foreign  Affaire  md  Chvermmt,  Pass  dd  Norie.       ^  , 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  369 

From  Major  Oeneral  Ramon  Corona^  commanding  in  Sinaloa  and  Jduco, 

HiADQUARTBBB  07  THB  BkPUBUOAN  AbMT, 

UmITBD  BbIGADCS  07  SiNALOA  AUD  JaLISOO, 

Concordia^  Decmber  24,  1865. 

The  circulars  and  supreme  decrees  issued  from  yur  department  on  tlie  28 ih  of  October 
tnd  the  8th  of  November  have  been  received  by  me. 

The  commoD  sense  of  the  nation  will  see  in  these  resolutions  the  confirmation  of  the 
inpreme  authority  of  the  nation,  and  the  assurance  that  the  faithful  defenders  of  the 
DAtSonal  independence  are  not  confonnded  with  those  who,  though  beaming  the  name  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  republic,  abandon  its  banner  in  the  hour  of  trial,  and  go  abroad  into  foreign 
Unds. 

These  supreme  resolutions  will  be  made  known  in  general  orders  to  the  regiments  com- 
posing the  united  brigades  of  Sinaloa'and  Jalisco. 

I  communicate  this  information  to  you,  in  order  that  by  your  means  it  may  be  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation.    . 

Independence  and  liberty  I 

RAMON  CORONA. 

The  HunflTEB  07  Fobbigr  Atfaibb  and  Governmkrt, 

Oiihuakua. 


Prom  Major  Oeneral  Juan  AlvareZf  Oommander-in'chief  of  the  eouihem  milUaiy  divition. 

La  Pbovidincia,  January  20,  1866. 

DsAR  SiK  and  Fbiend  :  ^  o  o  o  o 

The  two  decrees  issued  by  you  on  thfi  8th  of  November  last  appear  to  me  to  be  both  just 
and  necessary.  The  extension  of  your  presidential  term  until  the  circumstances  of  the 
ccimtry,  now  inyaded  by  a  foreign  enemy,  shall  permit  a  new  election,  is  the  only  solution 
of  the  difficulties  that  is  presented,  and  it  is  a  measure  which  is,  without  doubt,  within 
the  ample  faculties  which  have  been  given  to  you  by  the  national  representatives ;  nor  can 
it  be  said  that  it  is  opposed  to  the  constitution,  which  contemplates  at  least  the  possibility 
of  an  election. 

On  tbe  other  haftd,  if  you  had  dellrered  the  place  to  the  vice-president,  the  latter,  wlth- 
oat  any  legal  instalment,  so  long  as  an  election  cannot  take  place,  as  it  cannot  for  a  long 
time,  would  have  to  continue  indefinitely  occupying  the  presidency,  when  the  spirit  of  the 
coostitcition  is  that  he  shall  only  take  charge  of  that  office  temporarily  and  in  a  provisional 
manner.  These  reasons,  which  are  well  explained  in  the  circular  of  Ma.  Lerdo,  and  the 
well-merited  confidence  which  you  enjoy,  have  caused  this  decree,  which  I  hare  myself 
kko^  desired  to  see  issued,  to  be  very  well  received  in  this  State. 

With  reference  to  the  responsibility  incurred  by  Seiior  Gonzalez  Ortega,  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  the  reasons  set  forth  by  the  government  in  declaring  the  same.     In  my  judgment 
they  are  conclusive,  and  however  much  I  may  lament  the  errors  of  a  Mexican  who  has 
heretofore  done  good  service  for  his  country,  the  decree  appears  to  me  to  be  just, 
oooooooo 

JUAN  ALVAREZ. 
President  Don  Bknito  Juarez. 

Many  letters,  from  General  Ortega's  former  friends,  were  addressed  to  him,  condemning 
U§  course  and  vindicating  that  of  President  Juarez.  Of  course,  General  Ortega  suppressed 
tbem.  We  select  two  as  specimens,  both  from  members  of  the  last  Mexican  congress.  Sefior 
Zaroo  was  also,  in  1861,  Mexican  ininister  of  foreign  afi&drs : 

From  StSior  Zaroo  to  Smcr  Ortega, 
[Extr'jcts.] 

New  Yobk,  Ihbrutny  24,  1866. 
Mt  tcrt  Ectebmed  Fribnd  :  I  have  received  to-day  a  communication  from  yon,  dated  at 
Baa  Antonio,  Texas,  tha  3d  of  the  present  month,  in  which  you  ask  me  what  course  I  have 
adopted  in  reference  to  the  destruction  of  the  legal  order  of  things,  and  what  I  have  done 
to  manifest  my  approval  or  disapprobation,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  decrees  of  the  8th 
•f  Kovifmber  last,  in  which  Sefior  Jaarez  declared  that  he  would  continue  In  the  office  of 
President  of  the  Mexican  republic.    Ton  b&se  your  interrogatoiy  on  the  light  which  the 
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natioii  has  at  all  times  to  know  what  the  course  is  of  its  public  men,  and  on  the  obllgstioii 
whidi  yon  think  jon  have  to  collect  the  proper  information. 

As  yon  directed  yonr  interrogatory  to  me  in  the  belief  that  I  was  a  d^nty  to  the  genval 
congress,  I  might  limit  my  answer  to  informing  you  that  I  hold  no  snch  position,  nor  ia 
fikct  any  oilier  public  position  whatever,  since  the  term  expired,  in  1864,  for  which  I  wai 
elected  representatlfe  by  the  districts  of  various  States.  I  am,  therefore,  no  more  than  a 
Mexican  who,  having  held  the  position  with  which  the  people  honored  me,  has  preferrod 
to  emigrate  to  a  foreign  country  rather  than  sulnnit  to  the  French  intervention  ;  triilch 
resolution  I  took  when^my  pnbUc  character  ceased,  and  after  persuading  myself  that  I  had 
no  <^portunity  to  ser^  the  national  cause  in  any  manner. 

But  in  courtesy  to  you,  in  consideration  of  our  old  relations  of  friendship,  and  because  I 
never  made  any  mystery  of  my  opinions,  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  express  my  ideas 
more  at  length  in  this  letter,  which  is  no  more  than  that  of  a  rimple  dtisen. 

Even  though  I  had  a  public  character,  and  I  were  performing  its  functions  in  our  ooim- 
try,  I  could  not  recognise  in  you  or  in  any  man,  no  matter  how  high  might  be  his  author- 
ity, the  right  to  make  me  the  interrogatory  which  you  have  addressed  to  me ;  because,  if 
public  men  should  give  an  account  to  the  nation  of  their  actions,  there  is  a  legal  method 
established  for  the  purpose  from  which  no  one  should  depart. 

ooooo'ooe 

As  to  approving  or  disapproving  here  of  the  acts  of  the  government  of  Mexico,  the  n^ 
resentative  of  our  nationality,  I  should  deem  myself  to  be  wanting  in  my  duty  if  I  raised 
controversies  that  only  served  to  give  strengtit  to  the  foreign  usurpers.  My  only  desire 
is  the  independence  of  our  country  ;  and  in  presence  of  this  sacred  object,  all  else  appean 
to  me  pitiful  and  contemptible. 

Here  I  should  only  be  employed  in  crying  out,  as  long  as  ever  I  could,  that  the  inter- 
vention and  monarchy  are  the  most  atrocious  injustice,  and  the  most  scandalous  iniquity ; 
and  that  the  people  of  Mexico,  oppressed,  conquered,  unfortunate,  never  recognises  a  fSor- 
eign  yoke,  but  struggles  to  break  it  and  restore  its  republican  institutions.  Such  I  bdieve 
to  be  the  duty  of  Mexicans  externally,  without  thinking  of  domestic  dissensions. 

The  decree  by  which  Sefior  Juarez  prolongs  his  presidential  term  appears  to  me  to  be  in 
conformity  with  the  fiiMSulties  conferred  upon  him  by  the  congress,  in  order  to  meet  the  dr- 
cumstanees  of  the  occasion,  since  the  issuing  of  such  a  decree  is  not  enumerated  iu  the  re- 
strictions imposed  upon  him.  He  can  do  everything,  except  what  these  restrictions  pro- 
hibit ;  so  I  understand  the  spirit  which  actuated  the  congress,  and  with  this  understanding, 
at  least,  I  proceeded  to  draw  up  the  resolutions  which  have  beoome  a  law,  and  to  support 
them  in  debate,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  on  relations. 

As  a  shnple  dtizen,'  therefore,  I  recognise  Senor  Juarez  as  the  legitimate  President  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  and  I  desire  the  greatest  possible  prestige  and  support  for  his  govern- 
ment,  whose  existence,  in  the  opinions  of  the  world,  is  identified  with  our  nationality, 
oooooooo 

I  contemplate  the  affairs  of  our  country  with  serenity,  without  despidring  of  its  fature. 
I  have  no  aspiration  but  to  see  Mexico  free  and  independent.  My  opinion  is  the  more 
impartial,  as  having  nothing  either  to  fear  or  hope  from  yourself  or  from  SeQor  Juares.  I 
entertain  the  conviction  that,  as  soon  as  our  independence  is  once  established,  we  who  have 
been  public  men  should  yield  our  places  to  newer  and  more  vigorous  men,  inasmoch  as 
civil  strifes  rapidly  waste  and  superannuate  those  who  take  part  in  them. 
I  am,  as  ever,  your  affectionate  friend  and  servant,   . 

FBANCISCO  ZABOa 
Seiior  D.  Jssrs  Oohzaub  Oktbga. 


Firom  Sefior  Robert  to  Saior  Oomalez  Ortega. 

New  York,  February  27,  1S$6. 
DsAR  Sir  :  With  the  documents  accompanying  it,  I  have  received  a  circular  from  yos, 
dated  at  San  Antonio  do  Bejar,  Texas,  the  3d  of  the  present  month,  in  which  you  ask  me 
what  course  I  have  pursued  as  a  deputy  in  reference  to  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November 
last,  issued  at  Kl  Paso  by  the  constitutional  government,  prolonging  the  presidential  tea 
of  Seilor  Juarez  until  the  circumstances  of  the  war  permit  a  suitable  election  to  be  hdd. 
Believing  that  the  constitutional  government  has  acted  within  the  scope  of  the  powen 
which,  conformably  to  the  constitution,  the  last  cong^^ess  conferred  upon  it,  and  to  which 
congress  I  had  the  honor  to  belong,  it  does  not  seem  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  aforeiaid 
action  should  be  called  into  question,  which,  under  preceit  circumstances,  as  yon  younelf 
have  indicated  in  yonr  manifesto,  would  be  unpatriotic. 
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I  have  made  the  foregoing  declaration  to  you,  not  because  I  tiiooght  you  had  any  right 
to  ioqoire  as  to  my  conduct^  bat  because  my  opinions,  which  are  founded  on  the  law,  are 
piAfiCi  and  my  oonsideration  for  yourself  induces  me  to  comply  with  your  request. 
I  remain,  &c,  &c., 

CIPBIANO  ROBBBT. 
Se&or  Don  Jnus  Gokzaub  Obtioa,  PrtwU.      » 

Similar  documents  might  be  multiplied  indefinitely  ;  but  no  addition  is  needed  to  what 
ii  tlieady  saperabundant  proof. 


No.  6. 


[Ttom  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  govemment  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Paso  del 

Norte,  June?,  1866.] 

CorreetionM  in  Oeneral  Ortega^i  pMieaHom. 

General  Orteea  published  a  pamphlet  in  New  York  containing  all  the  documents  he  could 
find  to  support  him  for  the^presidency,  and  opposing  the  decrees  Of  the  8th  of  November  pro- 
loiiging  the  presidential  duties  till  war  permits  a  new  election. 

He  begins  by  saying  all  those  who  held  office  when  the  war  commenced  hold  it  now  by 
this  decree ;  and  he  sent  a  circular  to  many  ez-gOTemors  and  congressmen  living  abroad, 
wlraee  offices  expired  in  1864. 

His  pamphlet  contains  the  only  favorable  answers  he  could  get.  They  were  from  Epitacio 
Haerta,  Jos6  Patoni,  Guillermo  Prieto,  Fernando  Pousel,  Manuel  Quezada,  and  Joaquin 
Villalobos.  We  did  no^  know  the  last  was  a  public  character.  The  pamphlet  also  con- 
tains a  kind  of  resolution,  drawn  up  in  New  York,  declaring  that  Ortega  ought  to  be  Presi- 
dent of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  it  is  signed  by  Juan  Tongo,  J.  Bivera,  and  Priest  Juan 
K.  Orestes,  all  of  them  unknown. 

He  did  not  print  all  the  answers  he  received  against  his  wishes,  because  they  were  private, 
as  he  says,  when  all  the  others  were  just  as  private.  However,  some  Mexicans  residing  in 
New  York  took  the  trouble  to  publish  the  others,  which  were  from  Juan  J.  Baz,  Leandro 
Coevas,  Felipe  Berriozabal,  Francisco  Zarco,  Cipriano  Robert,  and  PantaleonTovar,  together 
with  some  letters  from  Alejandro  Qarcia,  general-in-chifef  of  the  eastern  line,  and  Gregorio 
Headez,  governor  of  Tobasco,  favoring  ^e  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November.  We  thus  give 
lome  idea  of  the  pamphlet,  and  will  now  proceed  to  the  corrections  of  it. 

Ortega  nnblished  a  letter  supposed  to  be  addressed  to  President  Juarez  by  General  Patoni, 
CO  the  I5th  of  December,  from  Presidio  del  Norte.  Patoni  has  just  resigned  a  command  he 
bad  held  in  Chihuahua  up  to  the  9th  of  December,  when  the  government  moved  to  Paso  del 
Norte,  and  he  went  to  Presidio  del  Norte.  That  letter,  says  Patoni,  cannot  recognize  the 
Ptesident's  decree,  because  he  thought  it  ought  to  have  been  proclaimed  in  Chihuahua.  We 
are  sathorizod  to  say  that  the  President  never  received  the  letter ;  but  a  letter  from  Patoni 
at  Presidio  was  received.  It  was  dated  the  25th  of  December,  beofre  he  left  for  San  Antonio, 
and  spoke  of  fl^vemment  a£fairs  without  alluding  to  the  decree.  Some  months  before  it  was 
issued,  while  Patoni  was  in  Chihuahua,  he  advised  the  President  to  prolong  his  term  of  office 
when  it  should  expire. 

We  have  the  diary  of  a  person  who  travelled  with  him  to  Presidio.    It  is  as  follows : 

"Saturday,  December  9,  1865,  left  Chihuahua  at  half  past  four  p.  m.;  reached  Aldama  at 
•  eigiit,  and  stopped  for  the  night  Sunday,  10th,  set  out  at  half  past  four  with  General  Patoni 
and  Guillermo  JPrieto ;  stopped  that  night  at  Coyote,  where  we  arrived  at  half  past  five  p.  m. 
Monday,  llth,  started  at  mne  a.  m.,  and  got  to  Hormigas  by  two  p.  m.  Tuesday,  i2th, 
<taited  at  half  past  five  a.  m.,  and  slept  at  Coyame.  Wednesday,  13th,  left  at  noon,  and 
ffot  to  Coyamo  by  ^Ye  p.  m.  Thursday,  14th,  left  at  one  p.  m.,  and  got  to  Cuchillo  Parade 
by  nhie  p.  m.  Prieto's  carriage  upset,  and  the  wheel  of  Patoni's  came  off.  Friday,  15th, 
sod  Saturday,  16th,  stopped  to  have  the  carriages  repaired.  Sunday,  17th,  we  left  Cuchillo 
PUado  at  half  past  nine,  and  slept  at  Arroyo  del  Mimbre.  Monday,  18th,  set  out  at  seven 
••  m.;  arrived  at  Mnla  by  one  p.  m.  Tuesday,  19th,  set  out  at  half  past  nine  a.  m.,  and 
siived  at  Ojinaga  (Presidio  del  l^orte)  at  half  must  three  p.  m.*' 

This  diary  can  be  proved  by  persons  along  the  road  and  at  Presidio.  Patoni*8  letter  pur- 
pQits  to  have  been  written  on  the  15th  of  December  at  Presidio,  four  days  before  reaching 
thttplaee.  As  to  the  style  of  the  letter,  it  is  much  like  the  others  in  Ortega's  pamphlet 
^^ose  who  are  acquadnted  with  that  individual  may  guess  what  we  mean.  We  doubt  if 
X^itoni  had  any^ing  to  do  with  the  letter.  There  is  another  letter  in  Ortega's  book,  supposed 
^  We  been  written  from  Now  York  to  the  President  on  the  7th  o(  October,  advising  against 
lbs  prolongation  of  the  presidential  term.  He  did  not  ^  the  letter ;  but  he  did  get  one, 
sene  momns  before,  from  Villalobos,  who  was  in  the  United  States  trying  to  negotiate  a  loan. 
In  that  he  said  Maximilian  had  banished  him,  and  robbed  him  of  |10,000,  and  he  requested 
the  government  to  repay  it.    He  was  told  it  was  impossible ;  the  government  could  not  be 
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responsible  for  bis  losses,  and  if  be  sn^cceeded  in  tbe  loan  be  ought  to  devote  tbe  wboW 
of  it  to  support  tbe  war  against  intervention.  Ortega  pnblisbes  a  note  from  Mr.  Hnerta.  in 
New  York,  tbe  25tb  of  Feliniary,  in  wbicb  be  gives  bimself  tbe  title  of  general  of  dIvisioD. 
After  tbe  decree  of  8tb  of  November  tbe  President  promoted  some  officers  to  tbe  ruik  of  maior 
generals,  and  Mr.  Haerta  was  among  tbem ;  yet,  after  tbis,  bo  opposed  tbe  decree,  andcaJkd 
it  revolutionary,  and  compared  it  to  Comonfort*s  proclamation.  He  said  as  soon  as  Co- 
monfort  turned  be  denied  bim,  and  be  does  «tbe  same  witb  Juarez.  After  sending  blm  the 
commission  tbe  government  ordered  bim  to  come  bome  to  figbt  against  tbe  enemy.  He  made 
some  excuses  at  first,  and  tben  sided  witb  Ortega. 

As  to  Prieto,  wben  be  was  witb  tbe  government,  before  tbe  decree  was  publisbed,  be 
reposed  tbe  decree,  because  be  did  not  think  it  was  constitutional ;  but  be  could  not  go 
for  Ortega,  on  account  of  bis  acts  in  1861,  and  be  would  consider  it  tbe  greatest  calamity  if 
Ortega  were  President.  Prieto  repeated  tbis  every  wbere,  publicly  and  privately.  Tbe  govern- 
ment knew  Prieto,  and  knows  bim  now.  He  was  not  molested  tben,  because  be  seemed 
to  be  sincere  in  bis  opinion,  but  was  disposed  to  no  barm.  Yet,  on  tbe  8tb  of  December,  tbe 
day  before  leaving  Cnibuahua,  Prieto  called  to  see  tbe  President,  and  asked  for  promotion ; 
promised  to  support  bim  in  tbe  papers,  and  offered  to  be  bis  biographer  and  bistorian.  Tbe 
President  declined  bis  offers,  and  said  be  did  not  want  any  bonest  opinion  sacrificed. 

We  bope  tbese  corrections  will  be  sufficient,  for  limited  space  prevents  furtber  expatiatioo. 


No.  7. 


[From  tbe  offidal  paper  of  tbe  constitutional  government  of  tbe  Mexican  republic,  Cliibns' 

bua,  September  14,  1866.] 

Letters  of  Gonzalez  Ortega,  Santa  Anna,  and  Prieto. 

We  produce  below  some  letters  of  tbese  gentlemen,  wbo  are  workfng  for  tbeir  private  in- 
terests against  tbe  republic.  Santa  Anna's  letter  to  Priest  Ordonez  may  be  found  in  t^ 
Diario  del  Imperio,  witb  two  from  Prieto  to  bis  friends. 

Ortega's  letter,  an^i  Prieto's  to  Negrete,  have  been  sent  to  tbe  government  We  make  bo 
comments  on  tbese  letters,  because  tbey  need  none.  Strange  means  tbese  gentlemen  make 
use  of  to  belp  themselves !  Such  chiefs  as  Tapia  will  never  aid  them.  It  is  absurd  to  blame 
a  minister  because  be  acts  witb  tbe  President ;  and  it  is  equally  as  ridiculous  to  think  tbe 
government  would  recall  Santa  Anna.  His  allies  are  those  interested  individuals  wbo  would 
aestroy  the  republic  for  tbeir  benefit.  Calumny  is  vain  wben  so  patent  and  coming  from 
persons  so  notorious : 

New  York,  AprU  29,  1866. 

Respected  FRiEin>  and  Companion  :  I  have  received  yours  of  tbe  9tb,  with  contents. 
I  bope  you  have  received  mine  with  tbe  circular.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  you  in  a  letter  all 
I  have  done,  what  I  intend  to  do,  and  what  will  be  done  in  many  States  of  tbe  republic 
The  loyal  cause  is  saved.  Chihuahua  has  been  taken  by  Terrazas ;  but  Don  Benito  sstjs 
be  will  not  leave  £1  Paso  yet.    What  does  that  mean? 

I  presume  you  have  seen  tbe  papers  witb  the  diplomatic  correspondence.  The  empire  \s 
dead,  but  there  remain  important  questions  to  settle.  You  must  operate  in  Matamoras ;  this 
is  the  propitious  time.  Notice  tbe  effect  of  tbe  withdrawal  of  the  French  troops,  and  tbe 
prohibition  to  Austria  by  tbe  United  States  to  send  any  more  to  help  Maximilian.  My  ad- 
dress is  143  East  Eighth  street,  New  York  city.  If  absent,  tbe  letters  will  be  forwvdied  to 
me.    Respects  to  tbe  boys  and  your  family.    Your  friend, 

JESUS  G.  ORTEGA. 

£LeDoral  Miguel  Negrete,  BrownsvUle. 


San  Antonio,  Texas,  Maif  6, 1866. 
Very  Good  Friend  :  I  enclose  a  letter  to  our  friend  Aureliano  Rivera.  Read  it ;  I  think 
you  will  find  it  excellent.  I  anxiously  expect  your  letters.  Ctoneral  Ortega  sends  much  renird 
to  you  and  Tapia,  and  says  you  will  bear  from  bim  soon,  and  wishes  you  both  to  join  oim 
in  tbe  country's  cause.  He  staid  in  New  York  to  bear  from  California  and  to  meet  a  person 
from  the  city  of  Mexico  on  very  important  business.  He  will  soon  be  ready,  and  I  cob- 
gratulate  you  and  tbe  country  upon  tbe  value  of  bis  services. 

I  have  already  told  you  of  the  capture  of  Chihuahua  by  tbe  liberals.    I  bear  Lerdo  has 
resigned  his  positien  and  has  joined  tbe  Santa  Anna  party.    They  write  me  this  from  New 
York,  and  say  the  news  has  bad  a  serious  effect  on  tbe  Juarez  part^  there.     I  don't  believe 
it,  for  ybu  know  Juarez  will  make  eveiy  sacrifice  to  keep  Lerdo  with  him. 
Respects  to  Margarita  and  Miguelito,  and  all  other  friends,  including  yourself. 
Yours,  &c., 

GUILLERMO  PRIETO. 

General  UiGUE^  Negrbts;  C^r^r^n]^ 
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San  Antonio  de  BEXAR/May  11, 1866. 
Dear  Friend  :  Ortega  will  be  here  in  a  few  days  with  Haerta,  Ochoa,  and  other  friends, 
to  Mt  jmme^atelj  with  you  and  Tapia.    He  ought  to  have  been  here  lon^  ago,  to  save 
bloodshed  and  direct  operations  properly.    Patoni  informs  me  that  Ortega  will  leave  New 
York  about  the  end  of  this  month.    He  has  been  detained  there  on  important  business. 
Show  this  to  Tapia  and  Rivera  on  the  first  opportunity. 
Your  friend  and  servant, 

GUILLERMO  PRIETO. 
General  Migitel  Negrete. 


San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  Map  11, 1866. 
,  General  Ortega  being  personally  acquainted  with  you,  and  knowing  your  elevated  senti- 
ments, charges  me  to  write  you  in  oroer  that  you  may  represent  him  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  general,  conjointly  with  Messrs.  Huerta,  Negrete,  Patoni,  Berriozabal,  and  other 
patriots,  will  appear  in  the  republic  with  all  the  means  necessary  to  give  due  activity  to  our 
operations,  as  well  as  in  order  that  our  principles  may  have  a  clear  and  legal  representation 
Aere.  • 

After  the  coup  d'Stat  I  thought  to  continue  in  the  most  close  retirement,  but  the  alliance 
of  Santa  Anna  with  Juarez  has  compelled  me  to  alter  that  design,  and  brought  me  in  con- 
tact with  Mr.  Orte^  I  oelieve  that  the  object  of  the  latter  gentleman  is  to  keep  up  the 
%ht  without  entenng  into  questions  relating  to  right  of  command,  and  by  no  means  take 
up  arms  against  those  of  our  friends  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  struggle,  even  though 
they  do  invoke  the  name  of  Juarez.  Hence  you  can  represent  Mr.  Ortega  consistently  with 
JOQT  refined  patriotic  sentiments.  Ton  can  communicate  with  Mr.  Ortega  either  directly, 
without  further  formalities,  or  through  me. 

As  the  American  force  which  is  at  our  service  has  not  yet  been  able  to  provide  itself  with 
what  it  needs,  Mr.  Ortega  has  been  forced  to  delay  until  now ;  but  I  have  faith  in  his  making 

op  for  lost  time.    Commence,  then,  your  labors  at  once.    Write  according  to  what  Mr.  N 

tells  you.    I  send  him  also  a  communication  now.    Inquire  of  him  as  to  the  way  of  writing 
tome. 

Ever  yours, 

GUILLEEMO  PRIETO 

Senor  Don  Juan  Mateos,  Mexico. 


San  Antonio  db  Bejar,  Jutu  4, 1866. 

Dear  Friend  :  I  have  been  constantly  writing  to  you,  without  having  received  as  yet  a 
single  reply.  I  am  ill  with  dropsy ;  and,  instead  of  relief  from  the  quarter  whence  I  should 
expect  it,  I  have  to  complain  tmit  my  trouble  is  increased  by  your  silence.  Any  misunder- 
standing with  you  can  have  but  sad  consequences  tor  our  cause,  and  will  raise  up  difficulties 
hereafter ;  but  it  depends  upon  your  good  will  to  avert  such  a  result. 

Horn  what  I  see  in  the  public  prints,  and  ascertain  by  sounding  public  opinion,  as  well  as 
from  the  faint  echoes  which  reacn  my  ears  from  all  sides,  I  am  forced  to  conclude  that  you 
[bere  the  original  Spanish  shows  that  the  writer  is  addressing  more  than  one  party. — ^£D. 
Herald]  are  not  satisfied  with  justifications  of  Juarez  in  his  attempt  at  usurpation,  but  you 
^▼en  represent  that  act  as  one  of  heroism — as  one  of  those  noble  sacrifices  which  great  men 
Q»ke  when  risking  their  popularity  and  even  renown  for  the  salvation  of  their  country.  Ton 
compare  Juarez  to  Quintus  Curtius,  [Marcus  Cur  tins,  no  doubt,  is  meant. — Ed.  Herald,] 
nuhin^  into  the  abyss  to  save  Rome.  You  look  upon  the  question  at  issue  entirely  in  a  per- 
Mnal  light;  you  speak  of  the  glorious  tradition  followed  out  by  Juarez,  and  compare  it  with 
wliat  you  style  the  discomfitures  and  puerilities  of  Ortega.  But  the  p<Mnt  of  difficulty  does 
not  ^  there ;  it  consists  in  the  substitution  of  arbitrary  power  for  law ;  in  the  dethronement 
of  Tj^ht  to  make  way  for  usurpation.  Ever  since  Juarez  has  cast  aside  legalitv  as  the  rule 
of  Iiis  public  actions,  he  has  been,  as  it  were,  halting  in  his  movements ;  he  holds  on  to  the 
interests  of  his  accomplices  with  more  tenacity  than  he  adheres  to  the  real  welfare  of  his 
<ioimtry.  He  is  forced  to  flatter  those  around  him,  and  he  can.  in  consequence,  give  but  little 
tboQgbt  to  the  wants  of  our  people. 

Bat  you  should  have  taken  warning  when-  Santa  Anna  presented  himself  on  tho  scene  as 
the  ally  of  Juarez.    Santa  Anna  wished  to  have  the  empire ;  he  pronounced  in  favor  of  it 

In  infiunv  and  treason  he  has  outrivalled ;  but  Saligny,  as  well  as  the  head  of  the  , 

^nifm,  found  him  too  black  with  dishonor  to  have  aup^ht  to  ao  with  him.  Do  you  know 
wbat  that  bartered  conscience,  that  foul  wreck,  is  steering  after?  His  own  profit  in  some 
^plomatic  speculation.    And,  indeed,  ,  led  somehow  astray,  has  been  used  to  briitf 

Joarez  and  Santa  Anna  together.  Well,  the  latter  is  to  be  made  the  instrument,  through 
this  eonnection,  for  satisfying  the  wishes  of  France  and  of  the  triutors  who  sold  our  countJT'. 

We  had  suspected  some  such  mean  farce,  and  what  occurred  on  the  removal  of  the  seat  of 
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fforemment  to  Chihnahiia  showed  that  our  foresight  was  eoirect  Men  who  were  imperiaUsts 
but  the  day  before,  gave  banquets  to  Jnarez ;  the  only  absentees  from  snch  feitiyities,  the 
only  parties  who  were  not  reoeiyed  at  them,  were  such  as,  like  ourselyes,  had  faithfhlly  fbl- 
lowed  onr  national  banner  from  the  frontiers  nnder  his  lead.  Were  we  to  accept  Jnares's 
usurpation,  cowardly  approTe  the  dark  and  peifidons  policy  of  Lerdo,  and  make  eomwm 
cause  with  those  who  pnrsne  Gonzalex  Ortega  with  inyectiyes  and  injury,  we  should  be  ykh 
lating  law  and  trampling  upon  the  interest  of  our  country.  Such  a  course  could  only  pave 
^e  way  for  numberless  eyils,  and  compromise  the  future  weal  of  our  country  to  a  moet 
deplorabole  extent. 

In  New  York  we  haye  no  representatiyes  other  than  bureaucratic  ones.  This  is  the  result 
of  Bomero*s  sad  policy.  I  understand  well  your  reasons  for  staying  off  discussion  at  a  time 
when  our  national  troubles  are  unabated ;  but  you  should  labor  to  form  opinion  among  your 
friends,  to  prepare  the  means  that  should  serye  in  the  defence  of  a  cause  that  is  just,  and  to 
gather  the  materials  that  will  insure  happiness  to  our  country  after  the  triumph  of  the  pnn> 
dples  of  social  progress.  I  trust  that  you  will  gather  your  friends  together,  and  that  ycm 
will  write  to  your  acquaintances  abroad  on  this  subject  Answer  me. 
Your  aeyoted  friend, 

GUILLERMO  PRIETO. 

P.  S.~Write  me  under  any  name  you  please,  but  take  care  to  mark  one  of  the 
the  enyelope  Uius :  B.  167. 

Senor  Don  Juan  Mateos,  Mexico, 


No.  8. 


[From  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutioiuil  ffoyernment  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Chihiii- 

hua,  September  22,  1866.] 

PRIETO'S  LETTERS. 

We  giye  another  of  his  letters  found  in  the  Diario  del  Imperio  of  the  7Ui  of  August  list 
We  ma^e  no  comments ;  we  only  republish  it  to  show  how  discord  is  tried  to  be  produced 
in  the  national  cause. 

His  abuse  of  the  President  will  not  be  noticed.  He  has  a  priyate  grudge  agunst  Tejada. 
Speaking  of  Tapia,  we  said  in  our  last  number  that  Prieto  called  all  he  pleased  his  friends 
without  consulUng  them.  To  proye  this  we  insert  a  letter  from  Berriosabal,  published  ia 
the  New  York  Hexald,  with  a  nroclamation  by  General  Ve^  in  California.  We  insert  Iga^ 
do  Pena  Barragan*s  safe  conauct  to  quit  the  city  of  Mexico,  together  with  part  of  a  letter 
from  Monterey  concerning  Prieto : 

Sak  Aktonio,  May  6, 1866. 

My  Dear  Fellow  :  It  seems  impossible  to  get  a  letter  from  you,  thoufffa  I  begged  yon  to 
write  to  me.  Are  you  so  frightened  by  Juarezes  ambition  you  cannot  wnte  ?  They  say  ha 
decrees  of  the  8th  rioyember  haye  been  well  receiyed,  and  I  belieye  it ;  nothing  surprises  ne 
now. 

Tou  decide  without  inyestigating  the  case,  because  you  compare  a  routed  hero  to  a  yiolo- 
nous  one ;  because  you  distinguish  between  one  who  left  the  field  of  glory  to  spend  his  tine 
riotously  in  New  York ;  because  you  think  all  good  officers  side  with  Juarez  ;  because  yoa 
think  the  Juarez  policy  is  right ;  but  you  are  mistaken,  and  you  will  see. 

We  are  not  for  persons,  and  if  Juarez  and  Ortega  were  contrasted  they  would  both  kie. 
Ortega  did  not  desert  the  cause  any  more  than  Doblado,  Berriozabal,  AWares,  and  Fens 
Barragan ;  he  left  by  permission,  and  did  not  return  because  he  was  ordered  to  be  shot  if  he 
came  back,  like  a  traitor.  As  to  the  liberal  chiefs,  they  all  haye  indulgences  from  year  lo 
year.  Canales,  the  most  respectable,  supports  Ortega;  so  does  Aureliano,  Placido  yegs* 
Huerta,  Patoni,  Quesada,  Negrete,  Tapia,  Gomez,  and  many  others ;  not  excepting  Cortinss, 
who  joined  Garza,  the  traitor.  So  you  see,  if  discord  is  introduced,  and  rumor  of  it  reachei 
the  United  States,  it  will  ruin  us. 

The  policy  of  the  rector  of  San  Udefenso  is  to  compromise  with  the  traitors.  He  hates  sD 
reformers ;  he  belieyes  in  nothing  and  respects  nobooy. 

I  do  not  mean  to  praise  Ortega,  or  to  create  a  disturbance ;  but  I  will  support  all  Triio  are 
struggliog  for  independence.  But  we  who  are  out  of  the  country  ought  to  know  the  truth, 
Mid  unite  with  the  most  intelligent  in  the  good  cause.  Ortega  wants  to  go  back  and  fight, 
to  show  that  he  has  been  slandered.  For  my  part,  when  I  get  my  fomily  into  a  safe  plaoe, 
I  will  be  ready  to  fight  with  Naranjo,  Canales  or  any  other,  not  caring  who  hi  Preodtiit; 
only  beot  on  mortal  war  against  Frenchmen  and  traitors.    Adieu.    Write  to  me. 

GUILLERMO  PBIETO. 

Direct  your  letters  to  some  friend  in  Orleans,  and  get  him  to  send  them  to  me  direct 
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'*  THB  BEYOLCnOll  HI  MBXIOO. 

IbtJU  BHior  qf  tMe  Berald : 

In  your  issue  of  to-day  you  have  published  a  letter  signed  *'  Gnillenno  Prieto,"  and  dated 
**aui  Antonio  Bejar,  May  11,  1866/'  in  which  it  is  stated  that  General  Gonzalez  Ort^a, 
together  with  Messrs.  Haerta,  Negrete,  Patoni,  and  Berriozabal,  will  appear  in  the  Mexican 
territory  to  give  a  new  impulse,  with  large  resources,  to  the  defence  of  the  republic,  and  **a 
finU  and  legal  representation  to  onr  principles,"  says  Mr.  Prieto.  As  this  gentleman  is 
known  to  advocate  the  pretensions  of  General  Gonzalez  Ortega  to  the  presidency  of  Mexico, 
the  meaning  of  his  qnoted  words  is  very  plain.  Now,  in  what  concerns  me  personally,  I 
have  to  say  that  Mr.  Prieto' s  statement  is  as  false  and  groundless  as  the  alliance  of  President 
Juarez  and  Santa  Anna,  to  which  he  alludes.  General  Gonzalez  Ortega  and  my  friends 
residing  in  this  country  know  full  well  my  position  in  regard  to  the  unlucky  question  raised 
by  this  general  claiming  the  presidential  chair  ;  but  some  persons  in  Mexico  might  be  in- 
doced  into  error  by  such  loose  assertions  as  Mr.  Prieto' s,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  request 
of  you  the  publication  of  these  lines.  The  only  truth  contained  in  the  cited  letter,  so  far 
as  relates  to  me,  is  that  I  shall  soon  go  to  my  country  in  order  to  continue  fighting  for  its 
independence  and  republican  institutions,  but  it  will  be  under  the  authority  of  its  national 
government,  now  sitting  at  Chihuahua,  the  only  one  I  have  to  obey  as  a  general  of  the 
republic. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEUPE  B.  BERRIOZABAL. 

l^EW  York,  August  16,  1866. 

FVam  P.  Vega  to  Skbattian  Lerdo  de  T^aia,  minitUr  qf  rdatioM  and  goiiemment. 

Chois,  September  7,  1866. 

00  leaving  San  Franciseo,  the  8th  of  July,  I  informed  you  and  our  minister  in  Wasliing- 
tOQ  that  I  was  aboot  to  return  to  the  republic,  I  came  to  Boca  de  las  Piedras,  in  the  Fuerte 
dirtrict,  on  the  7th  of  August  last,  intending  to  join  the  President,  but  I  have  been  detained. 

1  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  a  few  copies  of  the  proclamation  I  intend  to  make,  and  I 
hope  yon  will  approve  of  them. 

Yours,  Ac., 

P.  VEGA. 

THB  PROCLAMATION. 

FiLLOw-CouNTBYMEii :  Fate  has  been  against  me  in  the  foreign  commission  intrusted  to 
me  by  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic ;  and  I  have  thus  been  forced  to  absent  my- 
self from  the  seat  of  war,  where,  as  a  loyal  Mexican,  I  was  giving  my  best  services  to  my 
country.  But,  thank  Heaven,  I  am  back  upon  the  soil  that  gave  me  birth,  and  will  have 
the  gratification  to  offer  myself  a  sacrifice  in  defence  of  the  independence  and  liberty  of 
By  country. 

While  I  was  away  I  was  rejoiced  to  hear  you  had  saved  the  State  from  falling  a  prey  to  in- 
&mous  invaders.  Sinaloa  has  acted  gloriously,  and  has  distinguished  herself.  I  congrat- 
ulate citizen  Bubi,  our  worthy  governor,  the  indefatigable  General  Ramon  Corona,  the  other 
cfaleft  and  officers,  and  all  of  you,  on  your  glorious  victories,  by  which  you  have  humbled 
the  FrsQch ;  and  I  exhort  you  not  to  rest  a  single  day,  and  you  may  be  sure  a  happy  time 
•f  pcttoe  and  prospeiity  will  come  to  bless  our  oountry .  In  my  march  to  the  interior  of  the 
rapvblic  I  am  attended  by  worthy  chiefs,  ofScers,  and  soldiers,  many  of  whom  distinguished 
ttiemsehres  at  the  sieges  of  Puebla  and  Oaxaca,  and  other  places.  X  have  many  strangers 
with  me,  who  fought  bravely  for  the  cause  of  civilization  and  progress  of  the  United  States, 
and  now  come  to  us  in  accordance  with  the  decree  of  the  supreme  government,  issued  in 
Vouterey  the  11th  of  August,  1864 ;  and  many  good  Mexicans  follow  me,  anxious  to  serve 
their  country.  I  am  well  supplied  with  arms,  such  as  are  now  used  in  North  America  and 
Xngland,  and  I  invite  you  all  who  have  no  arms  to  join  me  and  march  where  the  first  mag- 
vtiate  of  the  nation  directs.  Let  your  services  be  given  in  time,  so  that  we  may  be  the 
fiitt  to  revel  in  the  halls  of  the  Montezamas. 
Your  friend  and  companion, 

PLACIDO  VEGA. 

In  the  town  of  Zaragoea,  AuguU  15,  1866. 

Dbpartmbnt  or  Statk,  Braroh  of  War  amd  Navt. 
By  order  of  his  majesty  the  emperor,  I  grant  a  safe  conduct  to  Don  Ignado  de  la  Pefiay 
Banagan  to  pass  freely,  and  with  all  safety,  to  live  at  the  Hacienda  del  Hospital,  near 
Cvantla  de  Morelos ;  and  the  military  authorities  are  chained  not  to  prosecute  him  or  mo- 
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leet  bim  on  accouot  of  his  past  political  conduct.  And  for  his  protection  the  present  k 
given  to  him,  hi  the  palace  of  Mexico,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Jnly,  eighteen  handled  nd 
sixty-fonr. 

JUAN  DE  D.  PEZAx 

MomxRXT,  Auffiui  26,  1865. 
Sib  :  Don  Guillenno  Prieto  wrote  from  San  Antonio  saying  he  was  sorry  for  his  conduct 
towards  Genearl  Gonsales  Ortega,  and  asks  permission  to  return  here.     He  was  diitcted  to 
apply  to  Juarez  for  permission,  and  if  it  was  obtained  he  would  be  allowed  to  return. 
Yoors,  &c., 

Mr. ,  in  Ghihuahua. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Lbgation  in  thb  United  States, 

Washington,  November  1,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yon  a  printed  pamphlet 
containing  forty-nine  acts  of  the  principal  official  corporations,  and  particnlaily 
of  the  councils  of  the  most  important  towns  in  the  State  of  Chiapas,  in  the  Mex- 
ican republic,  acknowledging  the  legality  and  expediency  of  the  decrees  issued 
on  the  8th  of  Noyember  last  by  the  government  of  Mexico,  in  one  of  which  die 
duration  of  the  term  of  office  of  the  Fresident  of  the  republic  was  extended  till  a 
popular  election  could  take  place,  which  was  impossible  at  that  time  (and  is  y^) 
on  account  of  the  foreign  invasion. 

With  this  opportunity  I  am  pleased  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  mstinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


No.  1. 


Tht  'StaU  of  Chiaptu  to  citizen  Benito  Juarez^  expresHng  the  popular  sentiment  bff  approwd  of 
his  decrees  oftheOtkof  November  last. 

The  people  of  Chiapas,  reposing  anietlrin  the  sincerity  of  their  preference  for  citiien  Bes- 
ito  Jnarei  as  President  of  the  repnolic,  have  accepted  without  nesitation,  and  even  with 
pleasure,  the  supreme  decree  of  the  8th  of  November  of  last  year,  prolonging  the  pieddeotisl 
period  during  the  time  the  hazardous  circumstances  of  the  present  foreign  war  may  last,  snd 
till,  when  ue  war  is  over,  he  who  receives  the  popular  suffrage  may  take  charge  of  the  gor- 
emment.  * 

It  was  never  once  presumed  that  the  termination  of  the  constitutional  period  of  the  presi- 
dency of  Juarez  would  be  the  signal  of  alarm  to  the  low,  mean,  miserable  passions  of  certaio 
statesmen,  who,  coveting  the  exalted  position,  forget  their  honored  anteceaents,  their  dignity 
of  free  citizens,  and  even  the  critical  circumstances  in  which  the  republic  is  now  stmg^iiig- 
TfauB  protest  of  Manuel  Buiz,  ex-minister  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  of  the  nation,  eat 
reports  of  other  protests,  only  serve  to  increase  the  dislike  to  personalities,  and  the  esteem  sod 
amction  for  the  mtelliffent  and  virtuous  Jharez,  who  has  no  other  aspiration,  no  other  witk 
no  other  desire,  than  Uie  safety  and  happiness  of  his  country.  The  people  of  Chiapas,  fol- 
lowing the  inclinations  of  their  conscience  and  their  heart,  and  in  conformity  with  the  wislMi 
at  hcMquarters  of  the  eastern  line,  hastened  to  express  their  will  bv  means  of  acts  indioatis| 
their  adhesion,  trust,  and  confidence  in  the  present  worthy  chief  of  the  republic,  in  whom  the 
country  has  placed  its  hopes,  with  just  cause ;  for  to  suspect  a  man  who,  during  the  Itf* 
revolution  of  three  years,  led  the  people  in  triumph  to  the  glorious  conquest  of  the  SMred  piin* 
dole  of  legality,  would  be  to  commit  a  crime. 

To  show  that  the  people  of  Chiapas  are  grateful,  and  know  how  to  appreciate  the  vixtoi^ 
of  the  well-beloved  citizen ;  to  prove  to  the  enemies  of  the  countnr  that  the  henue  exaiiip|* 
■et  by  the  chief  of  the  republic  will  always  be  seconded  with  enthusiasm  by  the  simple  but 
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bnTe  people,  who  will  defend  their  rights  and  liberties  at  the  cost  of  every  sacrifice ;  to  de- 
moutrate  to  the  ambitious,  who  think  themselves  necessary  to  the  government,  that  the 
people  are  not  now  what  they  were  in  common  revolntionary  times,  when  common  persons, 
socn  as  Santa  Anna,  contended  for  power,  we  will  let  them  know,  once  for  all,  that  Uie 
people  think,  jndg^,  reward,  and  punish ;  that,  tauc^ht  by  the  experience  of  the  long  civil  war 
to  ffistingaish  sincerity  from  hypocrisy,  .they  have  Teamed  what  is  trae  patribtism,  and  have 
deteimined  to  estimate  it  properly  by  suitable  rewards,  and  have  learned  the  false  machina- 
tions  of  ambition,  to  despise  tnem  and  punish  them. 
The  following  documents  show  the  truth  of  all  this,  as  our  readers  will  be  pleased  to  find : 

Office  of  the  (Governor  and  Military  Commander  of  the  State  of  Chupas, 

•  Comitan,  March  6, 1866. 

The  commander  of  the  eastern  lino  wrote  to  the  governor  and  military  commander  of  the 
State,  on  the  1st  of  February,  as  follows :  '*A  serious  question  has  arisen  in  the  countrv  and 
bejond  it  Citizen  Benito  Juarez,  as  constitutional  President  of  the  republic,  on  the  oth  of 
November  last  continued  his  duties  as  such,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  decree  in  the  offi- 
cial bulletin.  No.  29.  It  is  said  that  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega  protested  against  the 
decree  while  in  the  United  States,  as  president  of  the  supremo  court  of  justice,  which  capacity 
is  not  accorded  to  him  b^  citizen  Juarez,  as  you  will  see  in  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November, 
which  is  also  published  in  the  bulletin.  The  exceptional  circumstances  in  which  Uie  present 
foreign  war  has  placed  the  nation  prevent  the  election  of  a  supreme  magistrate  to  rule  the 
destiDles  of  the  country  according  to  the  constitution,  and  though  the  opinion  is  already 
fonned  at  hteadquarters  in  favor  otthe  existing  order  of  things,  because  it  believes  that  citizen 
Bfloito  Juarez  has  a  right  to  the  presidency  by  virtue  of  his  fiirst  election,  in  accordance  with 
oar  actual  laws,  yet  it  wishes  to  know  the  opinion  of  the  eastern  line  in  the  affair ;  and  there- 
%e  I  address  myself  to  you,  to  have  the  vote  taken,  in  the  manner  you  think  most  proper, 
of  aQ  good  Mexicans  found  in  the  jurisdiction  of  your  worthy  command,  and  report  to  me  if 
it  coiuorms  to  my  opinion,  for  my  information  and  consequent  action."  I  communicate  this 
to  you  by  supreme  command,  for  your  information  and  that  of  authorities  under  you,  to  whom 
70a  will  make  it  known,  that  Uiey  may  act  as  their  conscience  dictates  for  the  true  interests 
ttd  general  good  of  thecountzy. 

Cmmtiy  and  liberty ! 

RAMIREZ. 

The  Civil  Chief  and  Miutaet  Comkandxe 

<lf  the  Diriment  0/ . 

[The  rest  of  the  pampUet  contains  the  resolutions  of  corporations*  learned 
societies,  and  popolar  meetings  in  nine  different  departments  of  the  State  of  Ghi- 
ftpas,  approTing  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November  extending  the  presidential 
term  of  office.  The  form  of  these  resolution^  has  been  frequently  translated  in 
former  communications  to  this  department.] 


No.  2- 
The  acts  are  from  the  following  corporations  : 
^0.    1.  Supreme  ooort  of  the  State  of  Chiapas,  San  Cristobal  las  Casas,  ICarch  18,  1866. 
Ho.    t,  literary  University  of  the  same  State,  San  Cristobal  las  Casas,  March  10,  1866. 

Dtpartment  qf  OomiUm,  ^ 

Ko.   3.  Political  and  military  command  of  the  department  of  Comitan,  Comitan,  March 

10,  1866. 
^0.    4.  Military  command  of  the  department  of  Comitan,  Comitan,  March  6,  1866. 
^0*    5.  Ayuntamiento  of  the  department  of  San  Bartolom^  de  los  Llanos,  March  18, 1866. 
Ho.    6.  Pditical  oonmiand  of  the  same  department,  March  31,  1866. 
^0-    7.  Ayuntamiento  of  Zapaluta,  Maroh  19,  1866. 
Ko.    8.  Ayuntamiento  of  Zocoltenango,  March  16,  1866. 
^0.    9.  Political  command  of  Zocoltenango,  March  15,  1866. 
«o.  10.  Ooort  of  the  department  of  Comitan,  April  7,  1866. 

DapartmaU  qf  San  Orittobal, 

^0.  11.  Ayuntamiento  of  San  Cristobal  las  Casas,  Mardi  14,  1866. 

^-  It.  First  battalion  of  Chiapas,  San  Cristobal  Us  Casas,  March  14,  1866. 

^'  IS.  Ayuntamiento  of  Teopisco,  March  13,  1866. 

^0.  14.  Ayuntamiento  of  San  Juan  Bautista  Chamnla,  March  13,  1866.  ^  r 
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Ko.  15.  AjiintMdidnto  of  San  Lorenio  ZiDaoantan,  March  21,  1616. 

No.  16.  Aynntamiento  of  AmatenaDgo,  March  16,  1866. 

No.  17.  Crlmioal  court  of  Saa  Cristobal  las  Casas,  April  3,  1866. 

No.  18.  Conrt  of  San  Pedro  Chenalko,  March  17,  1866. 

No.  19.  Ck>nrtof  Haertan,  March  6,  1866. 

No.  20.  Ootirts  of  Santa  Maria  Magdalena,  Maroh  30,  1866. 

No.  21.  Coorts  of  Santa  Marta,  March  30,  1866. 

DtpattnmU  qf  Chiapas, 

No.  22.  Ayuntamiento  of  Chiapas  city,  March  U,  1866. 
No.  23.  Court  of  the  department  of  Chiapas,  March  25,  1866. 

Department  of  Tuxlla  Otaierret, 

No.  24.  AyantamientoofTaxtlaautierrescity,  March  14,  1866. 

No.  25.  Military  and  political  command  of  the  department,  Blarch  14,  1866. 

No.  26.  Court  of  the  county  of  Tnxtla  Guiierres,  March  31,  1866. 

No.  27.  Ayuntamiento  of  Ocosocnantia,  March  24,  1866. 

No.  28.  Cour(8  of  Ocosocuantla,  March  24,  1866. 

No.  29.  Ayuntamiento  of  Zintalapa,  March  27,  1866. 

No.  30.  Ayuntamiento  of  Tomala  city,  March  26,  1866. 

No.  31.  Conrt  of  Tomala  county,  liarch  20,  1866.  . 

No.  32.  Ayuntamiento  of  Mapastepec,  April  6,  1866. 

No.  33.  Ayuntamiento  of  Pigigiappa,  March  31,  1866. 

I 
Departmtni  qf  SirnqfcneL 

No.  34.  Political  and  military  command  of  department,  March  19,  1866. 

No.  35.  Ayuntamiento  of  San  Juan,  March  18,  1866. 

No.  36.  Court  of  Simojovel  county,  March  17,  1866. 

No.  37.  Ayuntamiento  of  San  Juan  Bauiista  Istobol,  March  17,  1866*. 

No.  38.  Ayuntamiento  of  Simojovel,  March  17,  1866.    • 

Dfparfmeni  qf  Piehueako* 

No.  39.  Political  and  military  command  of  the  department,  March  27,  1866 

No.  40.  Ayuntamiento  of  Pichucaloo,  March  27,  1866. 

No.  41.  Court  of  the  department,  March  28,  1866. 

No.  42.  Courts  of  the  city  of  Pichi^co,  March  31,  1866. 

Department  qf  8oeomt$eo.  , 

No.  43.  Ayuntamiento  of  Zapachula,  March  28,  1866. 

No.  44.  Political  and  military  command  of  Zapachula,  March  28,  1866. 

No.  46.  Ayuntamiento  of  Tuztla  Chico  city,  March  25,  1S66. 

Depattment  qf  ChOfm. 

No.  46.  Political  and  military  command  of  th^  department,  Ocoziugo  city,  March  8,  I8(S 
No.  47.  Ayuntamiento  of  Chilon,  April  11,  1866. 

Department  qf  Palenque, 

No.  48.  Ayuntamiento  of  Palenque,  April  13,  1866. 

No.  49.  Ayuntamiento  of  San  Job^,  Catasapa  city,  April  14,  1866. 


No.  3. 


TUgooernor  qfthe  State  qf  Chiapat  to  the  eititemqfthe  Slate, 
FiLLOw-ciTiziNS  :  The  supreme  government  of  the  republic  having  inued  the  decree  i 
November  8,  by  which  the  powers  of  the  actual  President — the  citisen  Benito  Jua 
oonUnued  until  a  constitutional  election  of  the  person  who  can  substitute  him  can  be  1 
the  government  of  this  State  has  accepted  it  without  any  objection  ;  convinced,  as  I  i 
of  the  legal  foundation  upon  which  It  is  based,  of  the  urgent  necessity  which  anthorisBi^ 
and  that,  in  the  distressing  circumstances  through  which  the  nation  is  now  pasdng,  iti 
not  possible  to  act  otherwise  without  sacrificing  the  interests  of  the  public  cause,  to  i 
political  forms  established  for  normal  times  of  peace.    Far  from  this,  and  owing  to<i 
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iniqnitoiis  war  made  against  the  repnbUc,  we  have  to  act  solely  inspired  by  sentiments  of 
yatriotism,  the  only  hope  left  to  the  nation  in  the  fearful  ordeal  she  has  now  to  undergo. 

Nevertheless,  if  there  are  any  doubts,  any  distrust  as  to  the  legality  of  the  acts  of  tbe- 
fiist  magistrate  of  the  nation,  these  ought  to  disappear  before  the  explicit  and  unanimous 
BttDifestation  of  the  people  ;  and  the  people,  free  from  any  compulsion,  have  proclaimed 
his  permanency  in  power  until  the  causes  which  gave  occasion  to  the  decree  thus  sanctioned' 
hare  ceased  to  exist,  for  they  respect  more  the  substance  than  the  form,  more  the  spirit 
^lan  tlie  letter  of  our  institutions. 

Ton,  Chiapanecos,  in  the  midst  of  the  stormy  crisis  we  have  traversed,  you  have  been, 
tuthfai  to  the  cause  of  our  indepeodence  and  to  the  illustrious  genius  who  has  guided  with 
firmnen  the  destinies  of  the  magnanimous  people  which  will  elevate  him  for  his  virtues  to 
the  highest  power,  giving  thus  the  best  and  most  unmistakable  proof  of  their  fidelity  and' 
good  sense,  for  the  good  of  the  country — for  your  own  good.  Follow,  then,  that  path  or 
honor  and  glory,  and  your  conduct  will  always  find  imitators,  and  your  acts  will  make  a 
brilliaQt  page  in  the  history  of  the  present  war. 

Chiapanecos,  an  admirer  of  your  noble  conduct  in  the  bitter  days  of  misfortune  and  trial 
of  cor  beloved  country,  I  shall  always  regard  that  conduct  as  a  model  of  virtue— a  sublime- 
example  worthy  of  imitation.  live,  then,  for  your  country.  Let  her  triumph  be  the- 
object  of  your  constant  efforts  and  sacrifices.  Thus  you  will  fulfil  the  duties  which  God  has* 
imposed  upon  you,  and  thus  you  will  leave  to  your  children  a  free  country  worthy  of  being 
inherited. 

JOSfi  PANTALEON  D03IINGUEZ. 

TuxnA  GimBB&B,  April  12,  1866. 

With  simplicity  have  the  documents  here  printed  been  written,  but  with  sincerity  also.. 

The  frank  and  spontaneous  expression  of  a  people  who  sanction  with  their  will  the  decree 
of  November  8  is  registered  in  them,  asking  the  permanency  of  the  illustrious  citizen  Don 
Beaito  Juarez  in  the  presidency  of  tiie  republic  for  the  whole  time  during  the  critical  sit- 
BatioQ  brought  about  by  the  foreign  war. 

The  people  of  Chiapas  have  pledged  themselves  to  die  defending  the  flag  of  the  country 
cwried  aloft  by  the  firm  hand  of  the  President.  They  will  keep  to  their  pledge  in  spite  of 
all  the  obstacles  that  the  enemy  may  oppose,  in  spite  of  the  miserable  ambition  of  some- 
lad  Kexicans,  because  the  people  of  Chiapas  love  with  fetith,  with  enthusiasm. 

liberty  and  independence ! 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

[Translation.]  ^ 

^  Mexican  Legation, 

WashtTtgtonf  November  5,  1866. 
The  minlBter  of  the  Mexican  republic  presents  bis  compliments  to  William*- 
Hunter,  esq.,  and  has  the  honor  to  transmit  several  late  articles  from  the  Paris- 
JiK»B  relating  to  Mexican  affairs  and  containing  important  information,  showing 
tbe  change  of  public  opinion  in  France  in  regard  to  that  delicate  question. 


No.  1. 
[From  La  Liberty. —Translation.] 

THE  EVACUATION  OP  MEXICO. 

Paris,  October  3,  1866. 
The  recent  news  from  Mexico  is  of  a  serious  nature  that  does  not  surprise  us,  but  requiseS' 
pioniit  action  on  the  part  of  the  govenmient.  Why  should  we  be  longer  deceived  by  words 
uaiuoaionsT  Everybody  believes  that  the  Mexican  empire  is  near  its  end,  and  we  need  not 
jyjopTQlong  the  agony  of  a  dying  government  The  truth  is  we  had  better  wind  up  Ibe 
mrtonate  afiur  at  once.  It  is  plain  that  France  only  makes  additional  sacrifices  in 
Jneftvfmng  to  cany  out  an  expedition  that  should  not  have  been  commenced.  To  keep  up 
^  tt")^  we  must  support  Maximilian  with  fifty  thousand  men  and  ^Ye  hundred  millions 
m  frtM,  and  risk  a  profitless  war  with  the  United  States ;'  and  it  is  certain  France  will  not 
^^uentto  such  a  bacnfice,  so  the  business  better  be  closed  up  at  once.  First,  let  Maximilian 
ivign.  On  this  point  there  will  be  no  trouble.    He  accepted  the  place  reluctantly,  and  he  wil>.  p 
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give  np  without  hesitation.  His  ignorance  of  the  countiy,  and  what  he  was  to  und^takej 
will  excuse  him  before  the  world.  I 

When  Maximilian  is  gone  France  will  be  m  the  same  position  towards  Mexico  thai  skej 
was  before  the  vote  of  the  notables  electing  him ;  that  is,  sne  will  front  an  enemy,  wiUi  wkd 
she  will  have  to  treat  on  the  best  terms.  She  will  not  venture  to  start  another  goremmenl 
but  will  treat  with  Juarez,  because  he  is  our  opponent,  and  his  re-establishment  is  tfan  onir 
way  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty.  But  will  Juarez  grant  us  the  conditions  jre  want  ?  We  arei 
not  sure,  but  it  is  certain  he  will  purchase  our  evacuation  on  the  best  terms.  Another  ques-l 
tion  is,  will  Juarez's  terms  be  enforced  by  Mexico?  We  fear  not  But  as  it  would  be  tba 
same  with  any  other  ruler,  better  trust  him.  I 

What  he  can  grant  is  the  lives  of  our  countrymen,  and  that  is  of  the  most  importance  u 
present.  The  Mexic4Ui  expedition  will  be  a  serious  loss  in  money,  and  it  will  be  a  check  t^ 
our  progressive  policy,  but  it  cannot  be  prevented.  But  we  must  not  shock  the  wcM  w» 
the  sad  sight  of  our  murdered  countrymen,  when  it  is  known  the  expedition  was  got  up  u 
protect  them.    That  would  be  worse  than  all,  and  our  last  duty  now  is  to  prevent  it.  I 

We  have  conquered  the  Mexicans  wherever  we  have  met  them^  and  all  we  have  to  keep  n^ 
there  is  our  regard  for  Maximilian.  Let  him  abdicate  and  restore  us  to  our  liberty,  and  au 
that  will  remain  for  us  to  do  will  be  to  secure  the  safety  of  our  countrymen.  j 

But  the  most  important,  what  is  absolutely  necessary,  is  a  prompt  and  energetic  dedsi  <b^ 
to  put  an  end  to  the  crisis  Instead  of  prolonging  it.  I 

CLEMENT  DUVERNOIS.   ' 


a 


No.  2. 


THE  MBXfCAK  EftfPIRE. 

The  following  telegram  from  the  emperor  Maximilian  was  handed  to  the  Patrie  yesterday . 
by  the  Mexican  legation :  | 

[  Valentia,  October  9—1  o'clock  a.  m.  ]  i 

Chapultepeg,  September  97.    ' 
To  General  Almonte,  Paris  : 

Tou  will  inform  the  legations  that  excellent  spirits  prevail  amon^  all  classes.    The  cabinet 
is  formed  at  last.  We  are  on  the  best  terms  with  our  allies.  The  railway  is  open  to  Apisact. 

MAxmniAN 


• 


No.  3. 
[From  the  Standard  of  October  10,  1866.]  ^ 

THE  MEXICAN  DEBT. 

October  has  come  and  the  holders  of  Mexican  bonds  are  asking  if  their  arrearages  are  to  b# 
paid. 

The  empress  Charlotte's  late  visit  to  Paris ;  the  interviews  of  that  young,  intdligeot  and 
courageous  sovejreign,  evidently  on  a  secret  mission ;  the  last  exaggerate  accoonts  tarn 
Mexico,  from  UnitM  States  correspondents,  without  doubt,  have  excited  aU  sorts  of  smpi- 
dons.  g 

These  questions  are  put : 

Is  the  French  government  responsible  for  the  principal  and  (nterest  of  the  Mexican  bonds! 
What  is  the  extent  and  character  of  that  responsibility  ?  We  have  already  said  what  we  think 
of  the  duties  of  France  towards  Mexico ;  we  will  now  examine  its  financial  nepo/oBSihSStj 
for  the  loans  negotiated  by  the  state. 

In  the  first  place,  we  must  consider  the  origin  of  these  loans,  the  part  our  govegumwt 
took  in  their  issue,  and  the  use  made  of  the  sums  realized. 

As  regards  the  use  of  the  funds,  we  will  borrow  from  an  article  of  A.  Cochut  in  the  Taaps. 
which  is  known  not  to  favor  the  Mexican  expedition.  Maidmilian  accepted  the  empire  by  t^ 
treaty  of  Miramar.  In  one  of  its  clauses  it  says :  France  shall  be  paid  the  expenses  m  tht 
expedition,  for  all  private  claims,  and  the  war  shall  be  carried  on  oy  the  forces  of  the  ne« 
empire  with  those  of  the  allies. 

By  virtue  of  that  clause  the  Mexican  government  negotiated  a  loan  of  16,762,000  fnoo^ 
in  81Z  per  cents.,  at  63  £rancs,  in  1864 ;  6,600,000  of  this  went  into  the  treasury  for  mdoati' 
ties.    The  rest  was  raised  in  London  and  Paris,  and  amounted  to  102,000,000. 

In  1865  there  was  a  second  loan,  500,000  bonds  at  340  francs,  giving  a  total  of  170,000.000, 
both  loans  yielding  272,000,000*^  expenses  to  be  deducted  26,0CK),000,  leaving  a  net  profit  d 
246,000,000. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DIPLOMATIC   COBBESPONDENCE.  381 

The  was  sum  used  in  this  waj :  For  reimbursing  the  principal  in  fifty  years,  34,000,000 
anes;  interest,  premium,  <&c.,  54,000,000  francs;  the  old  Mexican  debt  paid  in  London, 
2,000,000  francs ;  to  the  government,  for  war  expenses,  &c..  102,000,000;  makiog  the  entire 
im  realized  on  both  the  loans,  212,000,000  francs.  Of  this  Mexico  got  only  34  miUions,  with 
16  22  millions  paid  to  London. 

Thus  France  made  one  hundred  and  two  millions  out  of  the  Mexican  loan. 
The  6,600,000  in  the  treasury  of  the  *64  loan  were  exchanged,  in  1865,  for  174,000  bonds 
r  the  second  loan,  and  60,000  of  them  were  recently  sold.    This  seems  to  be  assuming  a 
!sponsbility  for  the  loan. 

According  to  Cochut,  then,  there  are  yet  111,000  bonds  in  the  treasury  unsold;  47,000 
iserred  to  pay  French  claims,  leaying  83,000  to  the  credit  of  the  Mexican  commission. 
36,000  bonds,  making  the  sum  of  192,000,000,  have  been  put  into  the  French  treasury  by 
uSTidiials,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  expedition.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  l^ench  movem- 
ent ought  to  be  responsible  for  the  people^s  money  used  by  it  for  the  Mexican  expedition. 
Now,  if  the  Mexican  empire  fails,  the  French  creditors  lose,  and  the  government  ought  to 
%j  them.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  then,  that  we  are  in  justice  bound  for  the  Mexican 
mds  to  French  creditors.  If  Mexico  cannot  pay,  France  must;  that  is  the  short  of  it. 
Lei  us  look  into  the  Moniteurs  of  the  1 1th  and  12th  April,  1865.  Here  we  find  the  report 
f  Mr.  Costa  encouraging  the  new  monarchy,  and  the  minister  of  state  repeats  it  to  the  public ; 
Dt  h6  takes  care  to  add :  **  It  is  not  a  question  of  responsibility  for  the  Mexican  loan.'*  It 
I  plain  the  French  government  is  not  legally  responsible  for  the  loan.  Bat  the  bondholders 
iason  aft^  this  fasmon : 

The  government  authorised  the  loan,  and  employed  its  officers  to  negotiate  it ;  it  formed  a 
[exican  finance  commi«ion  to  act  for  its  interests ;  a  minister  of  finance  was  sent  to  the  em- 
efor  Maximilian ;  the  dfcless  bonds  of  the  first  loan  were  exchanged  for  good  ones ;  it  paid  the 
x>ops  in  Mexico  with  our  money ;  old  Mexican  debts  were  paid  in  Lonaon  with  our  money ; 
It  these  reasons  the  French  government  is  responsible  for  the  Mexican  loans. 
We  will  speak  plainly. 

We  cannot  denv  that  Mr.  Costa*s  report,  the  support  of  the  plan  before  the  legislature,  the 
idiorizatlon  of  the  government,  the  Mexican  commission,  had  a  certain  influence  on  the  sale 
fthe  bonds ;  but  the  twelve  per  cent,  interest  and  the  prizes  had  a  greater.  The  government 
light  not  and  will  not  deny  its  responsibiiity  in  this  affair ;  but  to  charge  the  French  people 
im  the  entire  burden  of  those  loans  would  be  too  much. 
The  fact  is  this : 

l^mnee  favored  the  issue  of  the  loans,  hoping  to  establish  a  new  naUon  as  the  result  of  its 
cpedition.  It  used  a  large  portion  of  the  money  nfised  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  expedi* 
oo  and  put  down  Juarez.  It  took  part  in  the  loan,  and  is  certainly  liable  as  far  as  the 
iTsntagfes  it  derived  from  it. 

l{  the  bondholders  have  not  the  law  on  their  side,  at  least  they  can  rely  upon  the  honesty 
ad  jostice  of  France  in  all  her  transactions. 

A.  DE  FEULGOEL. 


No.  4. 
[From  the  Opinion  Nationale,  Paris,  October  11,  1866.] 

THE  END  OF  THE  MEXICAN  BUSINESS. 

Of  all  afiiairs  occupying  the  public  at  present  we  may  truly  say  that  none  hangs  so  heavily 

1  the  mind  as  the  prospective  and  mucn  desired  end  of  the  Mexican  expedition. 

We  do  not  intend  to  go  over  an  affair  we  have  so  often  discussed,  but  we  have  a  fact  to 

ate :  oar  flag  is  about  to  quit  the  shores  of  Mexico.    Mr.  Drouvn  de  Lhuys,  in  his  de- 

mteh  oi  the  6th  of  April  last,  closing  his  long  correspondence  witn  the  United  States,  used 

««e  lonnal  words : 

*' The  Emperor  has  decided  that  the  French  troops  shall  quit  Mexico  in  three  detachments. 

tie  finrt  is  to  leave  hi  November,  1866 ;  the  second,  in  March,  1867 :  and  the  third,  in  No- 

■afaer  of  that  tame  year.     You  wUl  please  imform  the  Secretary  of  State  o^iaUtf  of  that 

If  ibis  is  not  exactly  a  formal  promise  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  it  is  at  least 
1  official  no^ce  of  a  disposition  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  that  government,  and  puts  an 
hIIo  A  long  correspondence  on  the  important  subject.  We  are  assured  that  the  evacuation 
ill  begin  next  month.  Bat,  rumor  says,  since,  that  despatch,  the  French  government  is 
nvinoed  that  withdrawing  the  army  in  parcels  will  leave  the  rest  unprotected,  and  there  is 
me  tlMtt  the  whole  army  will  return  in  November. 

WfcttI  will  take  place  in  Mexico  after  the  army  leaves  ?    If  Maximilian  is  as  firmly  fixed 
I  be  says,  he  will  have  to  depend  entirely  on  ^*the  good  disposition  that  everywhere  pre- 
itl^**  aAd  go  on  with  his  hard  work  of  founding  an  empire. 
If^  on  the  other  hand,  his  government  cannot  get  on  without  our  aid,  he  will  return  to 
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Europe  with  onr  annj.  At  all  eyents,  ho  has  played  hit  part  in  Mexioo ;  onr  fear  of  a  wv 
-with  the  United  States  is  otof,  and  we  shall  spend  no  more  mone j  for  Ifexioo.  We  will  tk« 
attend  to  onr  own  hnsiness  at  home,  and  watcn  affiurs  in  Europe.  That  will  he  quite  enough 
to  keep  us  husj,  and  our  people's  minds  will  be  relieved  from  a  great  ^eight 

But  the  relief  would  be  greater  if  the  gOTomment  would  saj  if  it  intends  to  secure  two 
points  of  exceeding  interest  to  Frenchmen,  yiz.,  will  it  protect  our  countrymen  in  Manoo, 
4md  will  it  paj  the  Mexican  loan  debts  7  We  don't  know  how  we  can  protect  oox  friends  is 
Mexico  after  our  army  has  left.  That  depends  on  circumstances ;  but  we  hope  the  geyon- 
ment  will  do  its  best  to  shield  them  amidst  the  anarchy  that  will  prevail  when  oar  tn^ps  in 
«one. 

As  to  indemnificaUon  to  the  bondholders,  that  is  easy.  It  is  generally  believed  the  gowB* 
meut  will  pay  them.  Most  of  the  loan  went  into  the  treasuir,  and  of  course  the  govenmwiit 
will  repay  what  it  took  from  the  people.  We  cannot  say  for  certain  what  the  goyenmeot 
will  do ;  but  it  must  do  something,  and  that  promptly,  ^uod  fads  foe  eitius !  must  be  th« 
motto,  for  two  reasons ;  one  is,  aU  delay  in  financial  matters  causes  loss.  If  there  is  dekj, 
the  purchasers  at  a  low  rate  will  be  gainers ;  the  other  is,  to  burv  the  Mexican  expaditioi 
as  soon  as  possible  in  oblivion,  and  have  its  funeral  preached  to  calm  the  world.  ^ 

AD.  GUEBOULT. 


No.  5. 
[From  La  Libert^,  Paris,  October  12,  1866.] 

FRENCH  INTERESTS. 

To  questions  put  by  La  Libert^,  the  Pays  makes  this  reply  on  Mexican  aSain  ; 

'*  We  answer  the  questions  in  La  Liberty  after  this  fashion :  The  mental  condition  of  tfai 
impress  Charlotte  is  unfortunately  very  serious.  This  blow,  adding  to  Maximilian's  od«r 
troubles,  will  most  likely  cause  him  to  relinquish  his  hard  task.  We  do  not  want  the  i»l»- 
lic  to  be  deceived  by  the  despatch  we  published  yesterday.  The  French  government  is  deep- 
ly interested  in  Maxinulian's  return  trom  Mexico,  and  General  Castelnau  is  the  beaier  <tf 
definite  instructions,  though  we  cannot  say  precisely  what  they  are.  But  one  thing  ii 
certain,  Napoleon  toUl  never  eoment  €U  any  price  to  give  up  Mexico  toitkont  Bccvrimg  fimA\ 
interests,  let  it  cost  what  it  will, 

•  "PAUL  DE  CASSAGNAC." 

Such  is  the  question,  and  now  we  will  give  the  answer.  The  Pays  agree  with  us  tfag 
Maxindlian  must  abdicate ;  so  we  tell  the  Patrie  the  empire  is  done,  according  to  the  Ps^ 
candid  confession.  But  how  are  we  to  protect  oar  countrymen  when  Maximilian  qaiti' 
That  is  what  the  Pays  cannot  tell  us.  It  says  the  government  will  not  nve  up  Mexico  witli- 
out  giving  the  most  complete  guarantee  to  French  interests.  How  is  tne  government  to  do 
thatf  we  ask  our  honona>le  colleague.  We  see  no  other  issue  than  that  proposed  in  tin 
treaty  of  Boledad,  three  years  ago.  Are  tiie  French  interests  the  Pays  alludes  to  in  lYsaot 
or  Mexico  ?  If  they  are  in  France,  why  prolong  the  Mexican  expedition  7  Nothing  htf 
been  fnuned  by  it  yet.  We  went  to  war  for  a  few  millions,  and  we  have  spent  two  hundnd 
and  mty  millions.  First,  the  French  claims,  including  Jecker's,  amounted  to  a  fow  odl' 
lions ;  now,  they  amount  to  many  ndllions.  At  first,  Frenchmen  were  treated  as  well  m 
any  other  foreigners  in  Mexico,  now  we  don't  know  but  they  may  he  murdered  to-moirov. 
That  is  the  balance  sheet !  After  makhig  the  mistake  of  ti5ring  to  found  an  empire,  bov 
it  is  down,  let  us  resume  our  liberty  of  action. 

Must  we  be  responsible  for  a  new  government  that  can  be  no  better  than  the  first  ?  Most 
we  risk  a  war  with  the  United  States  by  staying  in  Mexico?  That  is  what  tiie  Pays  mesai 
by  saying  the  Emperor  will  secure  French  interests  at  all  risks.  It  wants  a  new  saoriBos  ^ 
men  and  money ;  it  wants  a  war  with  the  United  States. 

We  do  not  regard  French  interests  in  that  light  It  was  not  to^he  intevest  of  Fcunsto 
begin  the  Mexican  expedition ;  and  when  commenoed,  it  was  France's  interest  to  atop  at  StI*- 
dad  with  England  and  Spain.  When  France  was  left  alone,  it  was  h«r  interest  to  treat  wilk 
the  Mexican  government  after  the  capture  of  Puebla  and  the  occupation  of  the  eihr  «f 
Mexioo.  After  founding  a  government  and  assuming  a  guardianship  of  it,  EVaaoe  ompi  te 
have  lent  it  money  at  six  per  cent,  and  not  have  cheated  it  out  of  many  millioBSL 

We  have  said  this  before,  and  not  in  passion  or  with  a  party  spirit  Now  we  mj  tbo^ 
are  but  two  roads  to  pursue  in  Mexican  affeurs : 

If  we  try  to  make  Mexico  a  French  province,  we  shall  iMEkve  war  with  the  United  Stslti; 
if  we  withdraw  with  Maximilian  and  treat  with  Juarez,  we  shall  have  peace.  As  we  tan 
always  been  victorious  in  Mexico,  we  can  retire  with  honor,  which  is  of  great  importB9ei> 
There  remains  then  but  one  political  mistake  to  correct,  one  debt  to  Uqui&te.  **  A  mam^ 
wound  is  not  mortal,"  says  the  proverb.  That  is  true,  if  it  be  properly  dressed  and  tM 
aHowed  to  mortify. 

CLEMENT  DUVEBNOIB. 
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THE  RIGHTS  OF  JUAREZ. 

All  the  papers  fayoring  French  intervention  in  Mexico  make  much  noise  aboat  the  differ- 
eiK8B  between  Juarez  and  Ortega,  and  with  strange  inconsistency  grant  rights  to  the  latter 
which  thej  refiise  to  the  former. 

For  Uie  henefit  of  history  we  will  correct  these  mistakes.  According  to  the  constitation  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  in«case  of  the  President'^  death,  the  prudent  of  the  supreme  court 
taa»^  to  power.  Now,  in  1862,  Ortega  was  prendent  ot  that  court,  while  Juarez  .was 
President  of  the  republic  Duringthat  year  Ortega  was  made  chief  of  the  eastern  division  of 
Ae  tfiny,  and  marohed  to  defend  Puebla.  While  besieged  in  that  city,  congress,  mindfiil  of 
the  risks  he  ran  there,  deposed  him  from  chief  justice  uid  put  a  lawyer  named  Buiz  in  his 
phce. 

When  Juarez's  time  expired  in^l865  extraordinary  circumstances  induced  a  large  nnmber 
oHfezicaDs  to  re-elect  Juarez.  Buiz  protested  against  that  election.  Ortega's  protest  was 
nil  and  void,  for  he  was  no  longer  president  of  the  supreme  court,  and  had  no  right  to  the 
pRadency  of  the  republic  The  government  at  Washington  is  right ;  for  as  lonsr  as  it  has  a 
■mater  accredited  near  Juarez,  if  will  not  notice  the  pretensions  and  protests  of  Ortega. 
*  H.  PESSABD. 


No.  6. 
[From  Le  Si^le,  Paris,  October  12,  1866.] 

LET  US  FINISH  THE  BIEXICAN  BUSINESS. 

All  the  papers  this  morning  are  commenting  upon  the  telegram  sent  by  the  emperor  Maxi- 
nian  to  General  Almonte,  his  representative  in  Paris.  It  seems  all  is  going  on  well ;  all 
tbe  people  are  well  disposed ;  the  cabinet  is  formed ;  and  the  best  understanding  preysdls 
bstweea  Mexico  and  its  allies.  There  is  no  doubt  about  this,  for  the  information  comes  from 
the  emperor  himself.  Since  things  are  going  on  so  well  there,  why  does  not  the  I^nch  gov- 
•BBieiit  take  advantage  of  circumstances,  put  an  end  to  the  unlucky  expedition,  and  with- 
^m  oar  army  ?  What  prevents  it  from  giving  this- satisfaction  to  public  opinion  ?  Unfor- 
teistely  the  Meniteur  keeps  a  sullen  silence  on  this  serious  subiecL  Nobody  knows  what 
vHlhe  done,  and.guessers  have  full  play.  Foreign  papers  are  filled  with  Paris  correspond- 
ttee  purporting  to  be  reliable,  giving  all  sorts  of  plans  and  projects  and  impossible  combinar 
tioos,  wluch  the  cunning  use  to  the  gpreat  damage  of  the  credulous. 

We  would  like  to  know  the  intentions  of  the  French  government,  not  only  in  regAd  to 
onr  army  in  Mexico,  but  in  regard  to  the  Mexican  deot,  which  is  daily  becoming  more 
parous  to  the  bondholders.  The  obligations  are  depreciating,  to  the  great  inji^JT  o^  ^^® 
^^paX  purchasers,  and  the  silence  of  the  government  increases  the  trouble.  "Whj  not 
whtea  us  on  the  subject  7 

This  is  the  propitious  moment.  Maximilian  says  he  has  no  more  need  of  us,  since  harmony 
perails  among  sQl  classes  of  the  population.  Let  the  government  tiien  agree  with  Maximilian 
jpon  a  guarantee  of  French  interests,  and  bring  our  army  back  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  will 
we  to  be  done  sooner  or  later. 

The  European  horizon  is  gloomy:  peace  has  hardly  been  signed  between  Prussia  and 
iutna,  when  we  hear  rumors  of  another  war.  Prussian  papers  openly  proclaim  the  warlike 
P^Mts  of  the  Berlin  cabinet  To  humble  and  degrade  Austria,  destroy  ner  if  necessary ;  to 
"ing  Paris  to  her  senses ;  to  Impose  laws  upon  tho  world ;  nothing  seems  impossible  to 
Kfflf  William. 

Who  knows  how  far  the  infatuation  of  a  first  triumph  may  carry  him  ?  Only  a  few  days 
*p  Prussia  tried  to  prevent  Austria  from  appointing  a  certidn  minister.  Prussia  might  go 
"itber,  and  France  might  be  called  upon  to  stop  her  in  her  fits  of  audacity  and  folly.  But 
|b^ this  France  will  want  all  her  forces  now  scattered  over  the  world.  France  is  strong, 
Mitihe  must  let  the  world  know  it  for  once.  To  do  this,  we  must  recall  all  our  foreign 
^x{Mditions.  The  convention  of  the  25tii  of  September  recalls  our  army  from  Bome ;  and 
DOW  we  must  bring  back  our  troops  from  Mexico.  We  should  not  have  gone  to  that  distant 
Yt  *ud  our  presence  is  certainly  not  needed  there  now.  Why  demy  7  If  there  are 
Ifor  continuing  the  occupation,  let  them  be  known.  But  tiiere  are  none.  All  the 
"i  we  have  to  defend  now  are  the  intoreste  of  the  Mexican  bondholders.  Let  the  gov- 
i  think  of  that  and  decide.  There  is  no  time  to  be  lost,  for  we  are  threatened  uom 
^  qnarters.  The  present  condition  of  Europe  requires  all  our  strength  at  home,  and  our 
uBsiKes  are  damaged  by  the  depreciation  of  the  Mexican  obligations.  We  must  put  an  end 
^this.  A  decision  is  urgent,  for  manv  reasons,  and  Maximilian's  despatoh  makes  it  ea^. 
'^■M  has  other  and  better  business  than  weaning  monarchies ;  she  has  something  more 
■nfj  to  do.  The  government  was  misteken  when  it  thought  it  could  found  a  monarchy 
a  Mexico.  If  Maximilian's  despatch  is  true,  the  empire  is  &ed;  f>-ance  has  done  her  work ; 
jit  her  be  gone.  If  Maximilian  is  mistaken,  if  France  is  deceived,  if  the  Mexican  baby  empire 
knot  viable,  let  us  confess  our  error  and  retire,  since  we  have  done  all  we  could  ^  we  have 
'^sched  the  extreme  limit  of  our  sacrifices  inmen  and  money.  Whatever  process  of  reasoning 
be  adopted,  the  concluMon  must  be  the  saiue.  ^  t 

Ut  us  finish  this  Mexican  business !  Digitized  by  vjOOQ IC 
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No.  7. 

[From  the  Opinion  Nationale.  ] 

Paris,  Ouobtr  13.  1866. 

We  read  in  the  Pays  as  follows : 

"The  mental  condition  of. the  empress  Charlotte  is  unfortunately  very  serious.  The 
unexpected  attack  has  so  much  increased  the  difficulties  of  the  situation,  that  it  is  doubtful  if 
the  emperor  Maximilian  will  continue  his  thankless  task.  We  do  not  want  the  public  to  be 
deceived  by  the  despatch  we  published  yesterday.  The  French  ffovernment  is  deeply 
interested  m  Maximilian*s  return  from  Mexico,  and  General  Castelnau  is  the  bearer  ot 
definite  instructions,  though  we  cannot  say  precisely  what  they  are.  But  one  thing  is  cer- 
tain— ^Napoleon  will  never  consent,  at  any  pnoe,  to  give  up  Mexico  without  securing  Frenck 
interests. 

"PAUL  DE  CASSAGNAC." 

These  lines  g^ve  a  special  character  to  the  paper  publishing  them,  and  to  which  we  must  j 
call  attention.    The  Pays,  after  publishui^  the  despatch,  says  we  must  not  be  decdred  by 
it,  and  assures  us  the  French  government  is  much  interested  in  Maximilian^s  return ;  hence 
we  conclude  the  empire,  founded  and  maintained  by  our  soldiers,  is  lost. 

We  are  much  pleased  with  this  declaration  of  the  Pays,  if  it  be  true,  that  the  French  gov- 
emment  has  decidf»d  to  g^ve  up  an  enterprise  that  has  cost  us  so  much  blood  and  money,  sod 
which  should  never  have  been  undertaken.  Our  intervention  has  lasted  long  enough.  We 
have  injured  our  finances  and  unfurled  our  flag  in  distant  regions,  risking  a  war  with  the 
United  States,  already  too  long,  while  events  at  our  very  doors  called  our  strict  attention. 
France  is  certainly  opulent  and  powerful ;  but  while  so  many  changes  are  taking  place  io 
Europe,  it  is  her  du^  to  attend  to  interests  at  home. 

The  regeneration  of  Mexico,  by  our  arms,  or  by  the  efforts  of  Maximilian,  is  an  impoiii- 
bility,  and  we  should  have  known  it  on  the  day  Uiat  Spain  and  England  gave  up  the  expedi- 
tion to  us.  It  is  never  too  late  to  do  good ;  and  the  day  that  our  soldiers  quit  that  onlnckT 
land  will  be  a  thrice  happy  day,  even  if  it  be  the  dying  day  of  the  Mexican  empire. 

When  the  Pays  says  that  the  Emperor  Napoleon  willnot  give  up  Mexico  *'  till  our  interuU 
are  assured,'*  we  reamly  believe  it ;  but  it  is  easier  to  write  this  than  to  effect  iL  Whstdoet 
the  Pays  mean  ?  What  will  the  Emperor  do  ?  If  the  Pays  knew,  it  should  have  told  05. 
It  seems  to  us  that  extreme  means  have  already  been  used  bv  the  Emperor,  for  many  yetn. 
by  an  yrmed  and  expensive  occupation  of  a  vast  country  without  arresting  the  civil  war  for  a 
single  clay  or  gaining  anything  but  an  incre^ase  of  a  debt  against  a  goyemment  that  is  alretdr 
insolvent. 

ARTHUR  ARNOULD. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Courtney, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  8,  1866. 

Sir:  I  enclose  the  original  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  a  person  signing 
himself  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  and,  as  you  will  see,  claiming  to  be  a 
nephew  of  the  general  of  that  name.  My  reply  to  the.  same  is  also  enclosed. 
It  is  desired  that  you  should  ascertain  whether  or  not  there  is  such  a  person  ts 
the  writer  of  the  letter.  If  there  should  be,  the  answer  may  be  posted.  If 
there  should  not  be  any  such  person,  I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  letter  and 
the  reply  to  this  department 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABf). 
Samuel  G.  Courtney,  Esq., 

Attomfy  of  the  United  States  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York, 


Don  Antonio  Lopez  dc  Santa  Anna^jr.,  to  Mr.  Sitcard. 

New  York,  November  7, 1866. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  am  the  nephew  of  Santa  Ahna,  the  Mexican  general,  and  as  his  odI; 
ftUtive  now  near  him,  am  bound  in  all  dnty  and  Conscience  to  see  that  he  snfiers  no  bsnn 
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firom  designiog  persons.  I  have  sufficient  grounds  to  make  me  believe  that  the  general  is  not 
faithfollj  servea,  aud  that  in  consequence  of  trusting  to  representations  urged  upon  him,  he 
may  lose  not  onlj  his  reputation  and  his  fortune,  but  even  more — his  life,  in  a  mistaken 
enterprise.  I,  therefore,  am  driven  to  take  this  liberty  of  addressing  myself  to  you ;  and  I  beg 
Tou,  not  as  minister  of  state,  but  upon  your  generous  instincts  as  a  man  ready  to  aid  a 
fellow-Duin,  to  tell  me  (if  it  may  be  done  without  detriment  to  the  public  interests)  whether 
the  United  States  government  is  treating  with  my  uncle,  the  general,  in  reference  to  Mexico. 
The  eeneml  believes,  and  is  acting  under  the  belief,  that  such  a  treaty  exists  between  himself 
and  m  government,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  he,  in  person,  has  ever  met  an  accredited  agent  of 
the  government ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  prav  you  for  such  an  answer  to  this  my  respectful 
inqnUltss  may  enable  me  to  disabuse  his  mmd  and  save  him  from  dangers  to  which  his 
presraf  ill- advised  course  must  expose  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA,  Jr.    . 
Hon.  Wil£iam  H.  Sbvfard. 

.  Ireanested  an  American  gentleman  to  write  this  letter,  at  my  dictation,  because  of  my  not 
heiog  faffliliar  with  the  langua^ ;  aud  I  add  this  note,  that  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Antonio 
Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  jr.,  at  New  York  post  office,  will  reach  me. 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA,  Jr. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  jr. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  8,  1866. 
Sir:  1  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  representing  yourself  to  be  the  nephew  of 
Geoend  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  formerly  President  of  tne  Mexican  republic ;  that  you 
hive  reason  to  believe  that  the  general  is  not  faithfully  served,  but  that,  owiug  to  improper 
inflaenc^  be  may  lose  his  reputalion,  his  fortune,  ana  even  his  life,  in  a  mistaken  enterprise. 
YoQ  then  ask  me  if  this  government  is  treating  with  the  general  upoil  the  subject  of  Mexico. 
In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  government  has  not  recognized  any  other  Mexican 
lathoriiy,  or  held  correspondence  or  entered  into  negotiations  wi&  any  other,  than  that  of 
PreiidentDon  Benito  Juarez. 

I  un,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


AsTONio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  Jr.,  New  York. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


•  Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Washington,  November  9,  1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Believing  you  would  like  to  see  the  detailed  and  authentic 
uconnts  of  the  infirmity  that  afflicts  Madam  Charlotte  Leopoldine,  ex-archduchess 
of  Austria,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Don  Joaquin  Velasquez 
ie  Leon,  called  minister  of  Maximilian  in  Rome,  directed  to  his  master  from  that 
^Y  on  the  18th  of  October  last,  informing  him  of  all  that  had  happened  up  to 
mX  time. 
I  may  as  well  say  the  ori^nal  of  the  communication  is  in  my  possession. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


(^^mmmneation  of  Velasquez  de  Leon,  minister  at  Rome^  to  Maximilian,  in  Mexico, 

SOE:  I  proceed  to  inform  your  majesty  of  the  particalars  of  the  unfortunate  and  nnox- 
P«^  erenta  of  the  last  few  days. 

We  could  imagine  many  calamities  to  Mexico,  but  it  certainly  never  entered  our  minds, 
^MB  we  were  aomiring  the  courage  and  heroic  valor  of  her  majesty  the  empress  at  leaving 
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your  m^'estj,  endariim^  the  dangers  and  fatigneH  of  the  bad  roadfl  to  Vera  Cruz,  in  the  fBiny 
«  season,  in  the  midst  of  yellow  fever,  crossing  the  ocean  and  coming  as  a  ffreat  negotiatrix  to 
demand  rights  for  Mexico  and  the  execution  of  treaties,  that  she  would  he  so  ungraciously 
received  in  Paris  as  to  afifect  her  Majesty's  mind  so  seriously. 

The  desperate  condition  of  Mexico,  a  country  so  much  beloved  by  her  majesty,  undoubtedly 
had  much  influence  in  the  mental  excitement,  but  she  showed  some  symptoms  of  derangement 
at  Puebla  and  Acultzingo.  The  effects  of  her  reception  in  Paris  were  so  strong  that  soe  had 
to  stop  in  Botzen,  on  the  way  to  Rome,  where  she  imagined  she  saw  Paulino  Lamadrid  io 
disguise,  playing  an  organ,  and  fancied  herself  surrounaed  by  Napoleon*s  spies  and  traitors, 
who  had  poisoned  her.  On  account  of  the  unexpected  delay  at  Botzen  I  did  not  meet  bar 
majesty  at  Orti,  whither  I  had  gone  with  Bishop  Ramirez  to  receive  her,  because  Senor 
Degollado  was  sick.     A  committee  from  the  pontifical  government  also  went  to  meet  her. 

Telegraphic  despatches  on  the  way  informed  me  that  her  majestywould  arrive  at  Ancona, 
and  we  went  tbere,  where  we  heard  she  had  stopped  at  Botzeu.  While  there  we  visited  the 
holy  temple  of  Loretto. 

Her  majesty  the  empress  arrived  on  the  25th,  and  we  left  by  an  express  tr^n  for  Rome, 
where  we  arrived  at  J I  o^clock  at  night.  At  the  first  water  station  her  m^esty  sent  for  me 
to  come  to  her  car,  where  she  was  alone  with  Madame  del  Barrio,  her  lady  of  honor,  aad 
asked  me  the  state  of  affairs  in  Rome.  Our  conference  lasted  over  two  hours.  Her  majesty 
concluded  by  saying  I  was  as  well  informed  on  affairs  in  Mexico  as  in  Rome,  and  promised 
to  act  by  my  directions  here.  Her  reasoning  was  very  sensible  and  logical,  and  I  did  not 
once  suspect  that  mental  agitation  that  subsequently  developed  itself. 

On  the  26th  her  majesty  rested  in  Rome,  and  the  next  day  we  called  to  see  his  Holiness. 
That  same  day  her  maiesty  condescended  to  send  h^  grand  chamberlain.  Count  Del  Yalle, 
to  invite  me  to  her  table,  and  the  same  honor  was  extended  to  the  committee  and  to  bis  grace's 
chaplain,  so  we  were  all  Mexicans  at  her  majesty's  table.  In  the  morning,  just  as  we  were 
I'eaay  to  start  to  the  Vatican,  her  majesty  saw  from  the  Hotel  de  Roma,  where  she  was  stop- 
piniTt  that  th*'  cockado  of  her  coachman's  hat  wa^  not  in  order,  and  she  reprimanded  bim 
with  much  excitement,  and  delayed  us  till  past  the  hour  fixed  for  our  reception. 

This  interview  was  solitary,  as  your  majesty  knows  is  the  custom  with  sovereigns,  snd 
lasted  one  hour  and  eighteen  minutes ;  then  her  majesty  presented  her  suit  to  kiss  the  foot 
and  hand  of  the  holy  father,  and  we  retired  till  diuner  was  served,  when  her  majesty  ordered 
Mr.  Castillo  to  be  seated  at  her  right,  according  to  the  court  manual.  I  told  her  yon  said  my 
plac«  was  there,  next  to  the  president  of  the  council,  as  the  oldest  minister,  though  I  had  no 
portfolio,  but  I  obeyed  her  orders. 

tier  majesty  was  angry  at  table,  and  took  neither  sherbet  nor  coffee  till  we  had  all  beec 
helped.     She  fancied  the  coffee  pot  hai  a  hole  in  it,  and  had  it  taken  away  from  the  table. 

On  the  2Hth  there  were  several  incidents  that  seemed  strange  to  the  uninitiated.  I  will 
mention  one  of  them.  I  was  sick  in  bed  that  day ;  her  majesty  sent  for  me  three  or  four 
times,  and  finally  ordered  me  to  be  brought  before  her  in  my  bed.  As  that  could  not  be  dooe, 
she  sent  to  see  what  was  the  matter  with  me.  It  seems  she  thought  I  had  been  poisoned  the 
day  before  at  her  table. 

After  receiving  the  diplomatic  corps  and  other  authorities,  her  majesty,  the  empress  weit 
to  visit  the  churches  ana  monuments  of  Rome,  in  company  with  Commander  Datti,  his  Holi- 
•  ne^s's  private  chamberlain  of  the  sword  and  cloak,  who  was  appointed  to  wait  on  her  on  that  j 
occasion. 

At  H  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  Ist  instant,  her  majesty  the  empress  went  out  and  I 
waited  for  her  till  3.  At  5^  I  got  a  note  from  Cardinal  Autonelli,  telling  me  to  come  to  the 
Vatican  immediately.  I  was  at  the  hotel  with  Castillo,  and  having  no  carriage  ready  I  took 
the  one  our  consul  came  in.  He  had  been  waiting  since  11  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  se« 
her  majesty. 

I  met  Cardinal  Antonelli  much  afflicted,  because  her  majesty  the  empress  said  she  woold 
not  return  to  the  hotel  until  Count  Del  Valle,  her  lady  of  the  wardrobe,  and  Dr.  Benslaveck, 
who  she  said  had  poisoned  her,  had  left  the  house. 

The  cardinal  perceiving  her  excitement  without  apparent  cause,  asked  permission  to  write 
to  me.  *' Yes,"  said  she,  **you  may  write  to  Velasquez,  but  I  have  no  confidence  in  aoj- 
body  but  his  Holiness." 

We  contrived  that  those  persons  should  leave  the  hotel,  without  scandal,  and  I  then  w^t 
to  the  Vatican  and  informed  her  mt^esty  they  had  left  according  to  her  orders.  She  partook 
of  the  Pope's  dinner,  and  wanted  to  stay  in  the  Vatican  all  night  for  fear  of  the  pecsocs 
mentioned,  but  I  persuaded  her  to  return  to  the  hotel  by  7  p.  m.  On  entering  her  room,  she 
perceived  the  keys  were  not  in  the  door.  In  fact,  the  doctor  had  taken  them  away  secretly, 
as  he  atterwards  acknowledged,  to  lock  her  majesty  in  her  chamber,  in  case  of  a  violent  at- 
tack. Missing  the  keys,  she  went  s^aight  back  to  the  Vatican,  and  locked  herself  and 
Madam  Del  Barrio  in  the  room  under  the  Pope's,  where  she  passed  the  night.  The  next 
day  she  amused  herself  in  the  Vatican  gallery  till  noon,  and  then  returned  to  the  hotel  and 
examined  to  see  if  the  suspected  persons  were  there.  They  had  returned  and  had  taken  otbc 
rooms  so  as  to  be  near  her  majesty,  as  they  were  responsible  for  her  aug^t  person,  her  bealA. 
and  her  jewels. 

His  Holiness  sent  his  phvsican  and  the  doctor  of  the  San  Qiacomo  hospital  to  consult  hts 
majesty's  physician,  ana  they  pronounced  her  disease  monooumia.    ^  r 
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While  her  majesty  was  in  the  Vatican  on  Ist,  Antonelli  sent  for  the  Connt  of  Flanders  and 
Count  BombelleH,  at  her  majesty's  instance  and  with  the  Pope's  consent.  Luckily  they  were 
at  Miramar,  where  they  had  gone  by  permission  to  visit  their  Austrian  relatives.  Castillo 
aud  I  sent  a  tel^am  to  onr  minister  in  Belgium  to  hurry  the  Count  of  Flanders,  in  case  he 
was  there,  and  we  sent  your  majesty  word  by  the  Atlantic  cable  the  same  day. 

When  she  was  not  on  the  terrible  idea  of  poison,  she  conversed  rationally,  and  nobody 
suspected  her  mental  alienation.  She  never  spoke  to  me  of  pjison,  for  I  did  not  see  her  in 
the  Vatican,  and  since  then  she  never  mentioned  the  subject,  but  always  received  me  in  a 
^ieodly  manuer. 

The  Count  of  Flanders  and  .Count  Bombelles  arrived  at  8  the  next  night,  and  resolved  to 
tikeher  majesty  to  Miramar  next  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  she  sent  for  Castillo  to 
sign  wveral  documents  which  she  gave  him,  discharging  all  her  suit,  and  even  Mr.  Castillo 
himself,  but  of  course  he  did  not  sign  them  The  physicians  had  agreed  upon  the  necessity 
of  her  majesty's  leaving  Rome  immediately,  on  account  of  the  effect  of  the  sirocco  on  her 
oerres,  aud  to  isolate  the  august  invalid. 

On  the  7th  her  majesty  the  empress  left  by  a  special  train  for  Ancona,  with  the  Count  of 
Flanders,  all  her  suit  remaining  in  Rome.  A  steamer  was  ready  at  Ancona,'and  on  the 
momiog  of  the  10th  she  arrived  at  Miramar. 

The  Count  of  Flaudert*,  thinking  solitude  would  be  best  for  her  mfl^'esty  the  empress,  did 
not  permit  her  to  take  leave  of  any  oue. 

Id  respect  to  family  decisions,  and  for  the  good  of  her  majesty,  as  well  as  to  avoid  responsi- 
hilitjr,  I  requested  Count  Bombelles  to  give  me  a  written  statement  of  the  physician's  orders 
to  the  Count  of  Flanders,  the  relation  of  our  sovereign,  who  had  naturally  taken  charge  of 
her  in  her  present  state  of  health.  He  gave  me  the  document,  and  by  reason  of  it  her  mnjes- 
tj's extraordinary  C(»mmittee  were  hot  present;  but  as  good  Mexicans,  Noriega  aud  I  went 
tothestuion  to  bid  adieu  to  our  unfortunate  sovereign,  who  was  now  suffering  for  her  love 
aud  devotion  to  Mexico,  to  offer  her  the  most  important  service  under  the  trying  circumstances. 

She  spoke  to  me  with  her  usual  amiability,  and  aslted  why  my  companions  were  not  present. 
They  remained  away  by  reason  of  the  doctor's  orders,  a  written  copy  of  which  I  send  you. 
I  told  her  majesty  they  were  indisposed.  She  asked  if  it  was  on  account  of  the  rain,  tor  it 
was  rsiuing  at  the  time.  The  Count  of  Flanders  then  shook  my  hand,  offered  his  arm  to  the 
empreM  and  entered  the  cars  with  the  Belgian  minister  and  his  lady,  the  Austrian  charge 
Mw  the  Austrian  aud  Belgian  secretaries.  The  Belgian  minister,  Mr.  Noriega,  the  secretaries, 
ttd  I  followed,  according  to  etiquette,  from  due  respect  and  consideration  to  my  sovereigns. 

I  have  lately  heard  that  the  idea  of  poison  originated  in  Paris.  While  visiting  the  Tuile* 
rifs,  lemonade  was  given  to  her  majesty  and  her  lady,  Madame  del  Barrio,  and  when  she  got 
hack  to  the  Grand  Hotel  she  told  Kichachirrach  that  they  had  poisoned  her.  On  the  11th 
her  majesty's  grand  chamberiain  left  for  Trieste,  and  Castillo  started  on  the  12th.  Before 
leaving  be  got  a  telegram  from  the  legation  in  Paris  enclosing  your  majesty's,  giving  the 
?ood  understanding  that  reigned  everywhere  in  Mexico,  among  all  clashes,  the  complete 
organization  of  the  ministry,  &c.  As  soon  as  I  received  the  despatch  from  Mr.  Castillo,  I 
not  it  to  the  Osservatore  fiomano  for  publication  that  day :  but  as  it  appeared  with  the 
date  of  the  2d  of  September,  instead  of  the  29th,  the  true  date  of  the  telegram,  I  had  it  repub* 
E*hed  the  next  day  with  the  date  corrected. 

Seoor  Barrio  and  his  lady  remain  here  to  rest,  hut  expect  to  start  for  Trieste  soon,  so  as  to 
be  near  Marimar  when  your  majesty's  orders  arrive. 

Papers  here  publish  extracts  from  those  of  the  United  States  reporting  that  Santa  Anna 
bad  raised  a  loan  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  purchased  six  steamers,  and  sent  an  expedition 
of  two  thousand  men  to  the  coast  of- Mexico. 

I  received  your  mdesty's  communication  of  the  5th  from  Cnemavaca,  and  I  see  in  the 
I^i&nodel  Qobierno  of  the  4th  the  appointment  of  Castillo  as  minister  to  Rome.  .  He  thinks 
it  a  temporary  appointment,  because,  as  he  is  not  acquainted  with  affairs  here,  the  negotia- 
tioM  of  the  concordat  would  be  delayed,  or  would  fail. 

We  have  not  received  the  letters  recalling  the  committee,  and  it  is  unpleasant  for  me,  who 
have  always  deserved  the  confidence  of  your  majesty  and  the  government,  to  be  brought 
down  to  a  level  with  the  rest  and  be  compelled  to  quit  Rome  just  at  the  time  I  was  about 
ttking  leave  to  travel  next  summer  with  my  family  for  my  health,  when  I  could  write  to  your 
majesty  from  various  places ;  aud  at  the  same  time  that  Ramirez  and  Degollado  were  urgent 
to  get  back  to  Mexico,  we  see  ourselves  in  opposite  positions ;  they  are  to  travel  aud  I  am 
*o  go  back  to  Mexico  immediately.  I  suspect  this  is  a  mistake  of  your  majesty's  secreta^ry, 
in  writing  the  .letters,  though  I  have  no  idea  of  disobeying  your  majesty's  orders.  I  am 
Wny  to  learn  at  this  moment  that  her  majesty  the  empress  even  suspects  the  Count  of  Flan- 
TO>  and  will  not  see  him.  I  regret  to  send  you  such  sorrowful  news,  but  it  is  my  determin- 
•^  to  let  your  majesty  know  evervthing,  as  that  is  true  frankness  and  loyalty,  and  the 
tnR  Way  to  serve  you.  I  hear  that  the  consul  in  Jerusalem  and  the  Franciscan  fathers  there 
•»  suffering  for  want  of  means. 

^^P^hing  your  majesty  all  consolation,  and  now  more  than  ever  the  special  protection  of 
"O^idence,  I  remain  yotir  majesty's  most  obedient  servant, 

JOAQUIN  VELASQUEZ  DE  LEON. 

Hit  Majesty  the  Sbiperor,  Mexico,  / 
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Mr,  Courtney  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Office  of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States, 
FOR  THE  Southern  District  of  New  York, 
New  York,  November  14,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  boner  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  11th  instant,  of 
your  favor  of  the  8th  instant,  respecting  the  enclosures,  &c.,  of  a  letter  to  be 
posted  to  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  jr. 

After  making  diligent  inquiry  I  ascertained  there  is  such  a  person  as  men- 
tioned in  your  letter,  and  he  is  represented  to  be  the  nephew  of  Don  Antonio 
Lopez  de  Santa  Anna.  I  have,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  deposited 
in  the  post  office  of  New  York  the  letter  you  enclosed,  directed  "  Senor  Don 
Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  jr..  New  York."  I  enclose  herewith  the  docu- 
ments mailed  to  me,  excepting  the  letter  above  referred  to. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  G.  COURTNEY. 

United  States  Attorney, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Senor  Romero  to  Mr,  F,  W,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Unofficial.]  Washington,  Novemher  16, 1866. 

Mv  Dear  Sir  :  Fulfilling  the  offer  I  made  you  some  time  since,  to  obtain 
authentic  intelligence  from  my  government  about  the  reported  shooting  of  a 
son  of  the  Marquis  de  Montholon,  I  wrote  at  once  for  that  purpose  to  Mr. 
Lerdo  de  Tejada,  who  has  replied  to  me,  contradicting  that  rumor,  as  you  will 
see  in  the  letter  (of  which  I  send  you  a  copy  with  this  note)  which  that  gentle- 
man sent  me  on  the  subject  under  date  of  20th  of  October  last. 
I  remain  your  very  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  Frederick  W.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


[Translation.] 

Ko.  478.]  Dep*t  op  Foreign  Relations  and  op  Qovernment, 

Chihuahua,  October  20,  1866. 

I  have  received  jour  notes  Nos.  625  and  630,  of  dates  20th  and  2l8t  of  September  last, 
relative  to  the  infonnation  which  was  confidentially  asked  from  you  by  the  Hon.  Frederick 
W.  Seward,  acting  Secretary  of  State,  about  the  news  pablished  there  of  the  death  of  a 
Marquis  de  Montholon^  who  was  sapposed  to  be  son  of  the  Marquis  de  Montholon,  minister 
of  France  near  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Such  news  was  published  in  a  newspaper  at  St.  Louis,  by  inserting  a  letter  whidi  wes  said 
to  have  been  received  from  a  point  on  the  frontier,  in  which  assurance  was  given  that  the 
Marquis  de  Montholon  had  been  taken  in  the  State  of  Durango  and  executed  Dy  his  captors. 

I  can  assure  you  that  the  fact  so  related  is  not  tme.  In  the  State  of  Durango  no  one  has 
been  captured  or  executed  who  could  be  Marquis  de  Montholon,  or  other  person  who  could 
bear  that  name. 

I  suppose  that  the  origin  of  that  inaccurate  report  must  have  been  a  rumor  set  afloat  in 
March  or  April  of  this  year.  Then  it  was  said,  that  in  one  of  the  many  encounters  had  near 
Mazatlan,  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  a  son  of  the  Marquis  de  Montholon  died;  A  little  time 
afterward  it  was  cleared  up,  that  the  French  commander  or  officer  killed  was  not  a  son  of 
Monsieur  Montholon,  nor  bore  that  appellative  ;  and  that  the  mistake  orighiated  in  his  havug 
an  appellative  with  some  termination  similar  to  it,  and  that  he  belonged  to  some  family  well 
known  and  respected.    Although  I  have  not  now  before  me  the  notices  relating  to  thte  per- 


DIPLOMATIC   00RRE8P0NDEK  JE.  389 

son  who  died  at  that  timoi  I  can  assure  you  tbat  I  saw  them  at  the  time,  and  in  the  manner 
I  have  related. 

Therefore  I  believe  I  can  assnre  jon  that  the  notice  published  in  the  St.  Louis  newspaper, 
neither  in  the  mode  of  publication  nor  otherwise,  is  in  any  respect  accurate. 
I  assure  you  of  my  respect^l  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
C.  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 

Mexiean  Republic  to  the  United  States  of  America,  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Lbgation  in  thb  United  States  op  America, 

WashingtoHy  November  16,  1866. 

Mr.  Seorbtary  :  In  reference  to  the  communication  which  I  addressed  to 
your  department  on  the  29th  of  Septeiffber  last,  relating  to  Don  Antonio  Lopez 
de  Santa  Anna,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  this  day  a  namber  of  the 
official  paper  of  the  Mexican  government,  of  the  22d  of  October  last,  contain- 
ing various  documents  on  the  same  subject,  and  among  them  a  communication 
addressed  to  me  by  Senor  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the 
Mexican  government^  from  Chihuahua,  the  19th  of  October  last,  (No.  476,) 
approving  the  terms  of  the  answer  I  gave  to  Senor  Santa  Anna  on  the  20^ 
September,  of  which  I  sent  you  a  copy  with  my  note  of  the  29th  September, 
before  mentioned. 

I  take  advantage  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  EOMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4«.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


No.  1. 


No,  027.]  Mexican  Legation  in  the  Untted  States  op  America, 

Washington,  September  20,  1866. 

I  haTe  the  honor  to  send  jou  a  copy  of  the  reply  I  made  this  daj  to  the  letter  which  Don 
Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  addressed  to  me  on  the  5th  instant,  and  of  which  I  sent  jon 
a  copy  with  my  commnnication,  No.  6*2:{,  of  yesterday.  I  informed  Senor  Santa  Anna  in^ny 
answer  that  my  discussion  with  him  was  hereby  closed  on  my  part — a  discussion  he  had  pro- 
voked—and that  in  future  I  would  answer  no  farther  communication  from  him  on  the  same 
subject. 

In  regard  to  the  imputations  cast  on  you,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  answer  them,  but  leave 
tl»«in  to  yon  to  do  it  if  you  choose. 

I  hereby  repeat  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Citiien  MINISTER  OF  Foreign  Affairs,  Chihuahua. 


No.  2. 


Ko.  476.]  Department  op  Foreign  Affairs  and  GtovERNMENT, 

Chihuahua,  October  19,  1866. 
Tbe  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  considered  your  notes  numbered  623  and  627, 
^aied  the  I9ch  and  20th  September  last,  with  which  you  sent  me  the  copy  of  a  letter  that 
I>OQ  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  wrote  to  you,  and  a  copy  of  your  answer  to  him,  in  regard 
to  the  resolution  of  the  government  refusing  to  accept  the  offer  of  his  services.  As  you  have 
Riven  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  inexact  conceptions  in  tbe  letter  of  Mr.  Santa  Anna,  it  is  use- 
wM  for  me  to  trouble  myself  about  them,  in  what  refers  to  me  and  the  charges  I  made  in  my 
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commnnication  of  the  6tb  July.    Moreover,  those  char^res  are  recorded  in  the  history  of  the 
misfurtunes  of  the  republic,  and  are  corroborated  bj  facts  so  geuerallj  known  that  it  is  idle 
to  dispute  them. 
Accept  the  protests  of  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  D£  TEJADA 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envojf  Extrtunrdinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  RepMic  in  tVaskington,  D.  C 


Sehor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation. 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  November  20,  1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  the  informadoa 
of  the  United  States  govemrnent,  the  accompanying  documents,  containing  official 
reports  of  recent  events  in  the  eastern  iflilitary  division  of  the  Mexican  repablic 

I  call  yonr  special  attention  to  two  important  victories  of  General  Diox  over 
the  French  and  Austrians  on  the  3d  and  18th  of  October  last,  at  MialtnaUio 
and  Carbonera,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  mj 
most  distingaished  consideration.  • 

M.  £OM£BO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


No.  1. 


Yxcaquistla,  September  1, 1806. 

Esteemed  Frif.md  :  Five  days  ago  I  entered  Tepeji  and  routed  its  small  garrisoii,  wbidi 
fled,  leaving  me  some  prisouers  and  arms.  I  staia  there  two  dajs  and  then  came  to  thii 
place.  The  Austro-Freuch  traitors  did  not  venture  to  follow  me,  but  continued  to  fbrtifjF 
themselves  in  Tepeaca.  Acatlao  is  cut  off  and  I  will  soon  attack  it.  I  do  not  expect  to  got 
anything  more  than  arms  in  these  towns.  Yesterday  morning,  at  daylight,  I  sent  a  carftliy 
company  to  the  neighboring  towns  to  collect  the  arms  distributed  by  the  French,  and  itgft 
buck  to^lay  with  a  considerable  number  of  muskets  and  a  quantity  of  ammunition.  I  Iat9 
sent  out  another  expedition  to-day  for  the  same  purpose. 

Don  Rafael  J.  Garcia  is  now  acting  governor  of  the  State  of  Puebia,  and  I  have  appointed 
General  Cuellar  commander  of  the  distncts  of  the  valley  north  of  Puebia  and  Tlaxcala.  Gen- 
eral Mendez  is  in  command  of  the  Sierra  del  Puebia,  General  Ramos  is  chief  of  the  westen 
districts,  and  Gener^  Leiva  is  operating  near  Cuemavaca,  while  Figueroa  is  threatening 
Tehuacan. 

Your  attentive  and  obedient  servant, 

PORFIKIO  DLAZ. 
Mr.  Matus  Romero. 


No.  2. 

[From  the  official  bulletin,  Tlacotalpam,  October  25,  1866.] 

REPUBLICAK  ARMY—EASTERN  LINE— OENE|iAL-IN-CmEF. 

Citizen  Minister  :  After  my  fight  with  the  Hungarians  at  Nochistlan,  on  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember,, as  you  know,  I  came  to  this  place  by  Teozacualco  and  Peras.  As  soon  as  my  mov]^ 
ment  was  known  at  Oaxaca,  O'ronoz  was  sent  out  alter  me,  with  1,100  men,  and  came  in 
sight  at  half-past  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  instant.  As  the  enemy  marched  rapidly,  1 
sallied  out  with  my  escort  to  find  a  place  for  the  infantry  on  the  Nogales  hills,  west  of  the 
town,  while  General  Vicente  Ramos  held  the  enemy  at  bay  with  his  cavalry.    TheHf  with 
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the  rafiintrjr  of  Colonel  Manuel  Gonzales  to  snpport  me,  I  located  my  artillery  as  follows  : 
Tbeline  of  battle  extended  from  north  to  south ;  tne  Morelos  battalion  of  100  men,  under  Juan 
J.  Cano,  was  on  the  right;  the  mountain  sharpshooters,  under  Felipe  Cruz,  with  *<^30  men, 
came  next :  and  the  Patria  battalion  of  96  men,  under  Colonel  Jos^  Segnra  y  Guzman,  closed 
the  left.  On  the  ri^ht  was  the  Chiantia  company  of  80  men ;  the  battalion  of  loyal  country- 
men came  next,  consisting  of  130  men,  under  Jos^  G.  Carbo.  The  line  thus  established.  Gen- 
eral Kamos  passed  through  the  town*and  left  thnty  armed  citizens,  under  Captain  Apolinar 
Garcia,  to  protect  it. 

To  prevent  the  cavalry  from  being  molested  I  ordered  forty  mountain  riflemen  and  the  in- 
babitants  to  hide  in  the  fields  adjoining  the  town.  The  cavalry  passed  on  the  right  to  the  rear 
of  oar  line,  while  the  enemy  kept  on  till  he  got  in  front  of  our  line  on  the  hills  of  Yolveo  and 
the  Matadero ;  there,  forming  into  three  columns,  he  opened  the  combat  with  artillery.  Oar 
nflemen  bravely  sustained  the  first  onset  of  the  enemy,  who,  thus  stopped,  profited  by  the 
nnevenness  of  the  ground  to  continue  the  fight  as  he  retreated. 

Seeing  the  great  number  of  the  enemy,  I  enforced  my  line  with*the  rest  of  the  Chiantia 
company  and  twenty  of  theTlapa  battalion,  under  Colonel  Juan  Espinosa  Gorostiza.  The 
fight  then  became  general  alou^  the  line,  and,  as  our  ammunition  was  giving  out,  I  ordered 
an  assaalt  on  the  enemy's  position,  and  gained  a  complete  victory.  Determined  upon  this 
I  ordered  the  riflemen  across  the  river,  and  ranged  the  rest  of  my  forces  into  columns  ;  Gen- 
eral Ramos,  with  the  Tepeji  squadron,  marched  to  the  rear  of  Oronoz,  so  that  the  enemy 
was  completely  surrounded.  Then  I  gave  the  signal  of  advance,  and  placed  myselt  at  the 
head  of  a  column  formed  of  the  battalion  of  Fieles  and  the  Pueblo  lancers.  Colonel  Espi- 
DOia  soon  joined  roe,  and  we  advanced  together.  Colouel  Gonzalez  and  Juan  de  la  Luz 
BariqueB  marched  to  attack  the  right  flank.  Our  troops  overcame  aU  obstacles,  and  ad- 
Tanced  straight  in  front  of  the  enemy;  took  his  artillery,  turned  it  against  him,  and  gained 
a  complete  but  hard-earned  victory.  Ramos  took  the  rear  with  his  cavalry,  and  executed 
nch  a  rapid  movement  that  the  enemy  could  not  escape. 

The  scattered  eoemv  was  pursued  lox  three  leagues,  throwing  away  his  arms  ;  the  quan- 
ti^  of  which  you  will  perceive  by  the  annexed  report,  as  well  as  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
piHoaers  on  both  sides,  with  the  munitions,  baggage,  and  pack-mules. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  the  chiefs,  officers,  aud  men  behaved  with  signal  gal- 
lantry on  the  occasion,  and  I  can  make  no  special  commendations. 

The  traitor  officers  taken  prisoners  were  bhot,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  25th  of 
Janoary,  1H62  Their  names  and  rank  are  given  in  the  subjoined  list.  Some  of  them  wera 
the  same  that  went  over  to  the  enemy  at  the  last  siege  of  Oaxaca. 

I  apeut  the  4th  aud  5th  in  this  place,  reorganizing  my  forces,  enlisting  the  prisoners  taken, 
and  arming  the  rest  of  my  men  with  the  arms  that  were  captured.  I  also  formed  a  hospital, 
and  then  reviewed  my  entire  force.  I  start  for  Oaxaca  to-day  ;  it  is  already  in  possession  of 
Colonel  Felix  Diaz,  and  the  enemy  is  confined  to  Santo  Domingo,  Carmen,  and  Cerro  de  la 
Soledad. 

I  have  sent  for  General  Luis  P.  Figueroa  and  Colonel  Lopez  Orozco,  with  their  respective 
commands. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Miafauatlan,  October  6,  1866. 

PORFIEIO  DIAZ. 

The  Minister  op  War  and  Marine, 

At  Chikuahuaf  (or  wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  3. 


Mexican  Eepubuc,  San  Felipe  del  Aoua, 

October  11,  1866. 

Esteemed  Comrade:  Under  date  of  the  4th  instant  I  wrote  yon,  giving  you  an  account 
of  the  splended  victory  obtained  by  the  force  under  my  command  ever  the  expedition  coming 
to  attack  me  at  Miahuatlan,  under  the  orders  of  Oronoz,  but  knowing  that  my  letter  was  mis- 
carried, I  direct  yon  this,  giving  yon  an  extract  of  said  letter,  in  which  you  will  see  in  brief, 
with  all  its  details. 

About  three  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  instant  the  enemy  appeared,  advancing 
rapidly  upon  this  place.  I  decided  to  go  out  immediately  and  meet  him,  aud  leaving  Gen- 
ial Ramos  with  tne  cavalry  to  detain  him  a  few  moments,  I  placed  the  infantry  quickly  on 
some  rising  ground  that  appeared  to  me  advanti^ous.  and  soon  the  enemy  opened  fire  on 
1*.  The  column  of  the  enemy  was  composed  ot  1,200  men,  of  three  arms,  of  which  three 
hnndred  were  cavalry,  and. two  mountain  howziters.  The  sharp  fire  of  the  en^my  was 
apsweied  with  spirit  by  our  advance  sharpshooters,  and  near  suniet,  noting  that  the  enemy 
did  not  make  a  general  attack,  and  finding  myself  nearly  without  munitions,  I  concluded  to 
attack  him,  for  which  purpose  I  organized  my  columns  and  descended  from  my  positions 
upon  the  enemy*s  lines.  On  crossing  the  river  that  separated  our  positions,  the  enemy's 
camp  fell  into  disorder,  and  on  charging  them  hia  battalions  commenced  to  run,  (haviug 
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formed  in  some  few  groups,  making  a  slight  resistance,)  followed  by  oar  cavalry.  They 
were  fast  falling  into  our  power,  being  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle.  All  tin 
arms,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  mnnitions,  say  fifty  male  loads,  and  various  other  effects  of 
war ;  also,  more  than  four  hundred  prisoners  of  war.  On  the  field  about  eighty  killed.  Of 
the  Frendi  not  one  escaped.  The  greater  part  were  killed,  and  among  them  their  oommuder, 
Testard. 

The  moral  efiect  is  greater  than  the  positive  triunlph.  As  a  consequence,  my  brotliG, 
who  was  near  the  capital,  (Oaxaca,)  occupied  it  immediately  with  some  force  finom  the  bills, 
and  the  enemy,  filled  with  panic,  made  but  feeble  resistance,  shutting  themselves  in  Urn: 
fortifications  of  the  Cerro,  Santa  Domingo,  and  Carmen.  After  securing  the  field  of  battle 
and  reorganizing  my  forces,  that  were  considerably  increased,  I  marched  on  the  city  to  direct 
the  siege.  Figueroa  has  to  come  here  with  his  forces,  and  I  expect  momentarily  Lopei 
Orosco,  with  troops  from  Costa  Chica. 

The  siege  is  well  organized,  and  the  enemy  know  well  that  the^  cannot  receive  assistance. 
I  have  my  headquarters  at  this  point,  which  is  very  convenient  for  the  operations. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 

General  Alejandro  Oarcta,  Tlaeotalpam, 


No.  4. 

NATIONAL  ARMY~HBADQCJARTER8  OF  THE  MILITARY  DIVISION  OP  THE  EAST. 

Headquarters  at  Las  If inas, 

October  18, 1866. 

Citizen  Minister  :  Afler  the  battle  of  Miahuatlan,  on  the  3d  instant,  about  which  sn 
official  report  has  been  sent  to  your  department,  I  marched  to  Oaxaea,  which  was  besieged 
by  Colonel  Felix  Diaz,  took  active  measures  to  perfect  the  siege  and  shut  up  the  ganison, 
and  just  as  I  was  about  assaulting  it  I  heard  that  a  column  of  1,500  men,  of  infantry,  cst- 
airy,  and  artillery,  was  coming  to  aid  the  besieged  garrison.  I  at  once  left  Oaxaea,  &nd 
came  without  delay  to  meet  the  column.  To-day  at  noon  I  met  the  enemy  at  '*La  Cu- 
bonera.**  The  battle  began  at  1  p.  m.  with  great  tenacity  and  determination  on  both  sides. 
It  is  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  we  arq  at  Las  Minas,  having  followed  the  tmemy  for  three  leaenes, 
and  captured  396 'Austrian',  Polish,  and  Hungarian  prisoners,  among  whom  are  seven  ofiiuceTs, 
four  mountain  rifled  guns,  over  600  carbines,  and  great  abundance  of  munitions.  I  have 
had  some  very  dear  losses. 

I  have  no  time  to  lose,  as  I  must  prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy  which  was  at  Oaxsca 
with  very  good  artillery  and  great  abundance  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing.  I  will 
send  you  afterward  a  detailed  account  of  this  important  victory. 

Please  congratulate  the  citizen  President  for  it. 

PORFIEIO  DIAS. 

Citizen  Minister  of  War,  Chihuahua, 


SeHor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Washington,  Noveinher  20, 1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  yoa  for  jour  information  copy 
of  a  letter  which  I  received  to-day  from  Vera  Oruz,  dated  ist  of  this  month,  and 
written  by  a  trustworthy  person,  containing  various  important  notices  of  the 
causes  which  have  hindered  the  embarcation  of  Maximilian  at  that  port. 
I  am,  •sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc„  fy:,,  ^. 


[Translation.] 

Vera  Cruz,  November  1,  ld6&. 

Maximilian  has  not  embarked,  nor  will  he  probably  embark  for  some  days.  The  Freseii 
hinder  his  departure  until  he  signs  an  act  of  abdication. 

An  indiscretion  of  the  commander  of  the  Dandolo  frustrated  the  embarcation  of  Maximil- 
ian, who  was  going  off ;  and — ^you  mav  wonder — without  Bazaine  suspecting  it !  Tfaisaeens 
extraordinary,  but  is  the  case,  notwithstanding.  /-^  t 
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From  bill  leayind^  Mexico  the  rumor  ran  that  the  Austrian  was  goin^  off;  bat  this  did  not 
p  beyond  nunor,  and  as,  any  way,  the  ministers  were  the  first  in  f^iving  assurance  that  the 
joamey  to  Orizaba  was  like  the  former  one  to  Cuemavaca,  and  nothing  on  the  part  of  Max- 
imilian indicated  the  project  of  flight ;  thus  you  have  the  reason  why  in  Mexico  they  did  not 
give  greater  credit  to  the  public  rumpr,  and  Bazaine  slept  at  ease. 

But  the  Austrian  had'his  plan  ready,  and  would  have  gone  off  with  his  following,  but  for 
tbe  indiscretion  of  the  commander  of  the  Dandolo,  as  I  have  already  said.  This  captain  re- 
ceived a  despatch  from  Maximilian  at  half  past  twelve  at  night,  before  last,  warning  him  to 
haye  his  frigate  ready  by  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  at  which  time  he 
would  be  here  and  embark  at  once. 

As  soon  as  it  dawned  the  Austrian  captain  ran  to  the  bouse  of  the  French  commander. 
Monsieur  Peyran,  and  in  confidence  communicated  the  message  he  had  received,  taking  leave 
of  him,  and  asking  his  orders  for  Trieste. 

Mr.  Peyran  hastened  to  the  telegraph  and  communicated  the  news  to  Bazaine,  who  knew 
nothing  of  a  journey  so  close  at  hand ;  who  immediately  cut  off  all  telpgpraphic  communication 
from  the  public,  and  began  to  ^ve  orders  to  the  French  authorities  at  Orizaba,  Cordova,  and 
Vera  Cruz,  and  addressed  Maximilian  himself,  informing  him  that  he  had  knowledge  of  his 
projects  of  flight,  and  making  him  understand  that  if  he  did  not  abdicate  in  form  he  woulcl 
not  let  him  embark. 

All  this  is  true ;  it  has  happened,  and  I  know  it  from  a  person  very  closely  connected  and  in 
the  confidence  of  Oommauaer  Pevran.  Maximilian  sought  to  deceive  the  French,  and  owing 
to  the  indiscretion  of  the  commander  of  the  Dandolo  has  been  caught  in  his  own  net. 

The  basis  of  the  French  to  ground  upon  and  justify  his  retirement,  is  abdication.  Max- 
unilian  abdicating,  they  declare  their  engagements  at  an  end ;  but  Maximilian  going  off  with- 
out abdicating  or  renouncing  the  throne,  and  declaring,  as  they  say  was  his  intention,  all  his 
''eriefs  against  the  French,"  these  rest  in  a  very  bad  position;  immense  ridicule  would  have 
Men  on  them,  from  all  of  which  they  have  escaped.  Why  should  you  not  be  assured  that 
this  weakness  of  spirit  of  the  Austrian  will  make  him  go  through  everything ;  and  he  will 
sign,  not  one,  but  twenty  abdications.  His  voyage  has  been  postponed  only  a  few  days. 
In  whatever  way  it  may  be,  this  ridiculous  imperial  farce  must  end  ridiculously. 

I  have  been  a^^ured  that  from  this  day  the  French  are  masters  of  the  revenues  from  this 
costom-house ;  thev  using,  and  none  but  they,  the  whole  of  the  duties  collected. 

The  political  prefecture  is  at  an  end,  and  from  this  day  the  French  superior  in  command  is 
also  political  prefect ;  or,  better  said,  from  this  day  forth  there  is  none  other  than  military 
administration. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Washington,  November  21,  1866. 

Mj.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  in  the  annexed  index,  some 
of  which,  taken  from  the  ofiicial  paper  of  the  Mexican  government,  show  the 
adhesion  of  several  States  of  the  republic  to  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November, 
1865,  declaring  the  continuance  of  the  presidential  term  till  a  new  election  can 
take  place.  I  think  proper  to  call  your  attention,  in  a  special  manner,  to  let- 
ters addressed  to  me  on  that  subject  by  Mr.  Bias  Brussual  and  Mr.  Domingo  F. 
Sarmiento.  One  is,  as  you  are  aware,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  Venezuela  to  this  country,  and  the  other  is  a  minister  of  the  same 
nnk  from  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  accredited  to  this  government. 

Their  letters  you  will  find  among  the  annexed  documents. 

These  distinguished  South  American  statesmen,  of  acknowledged  enlighten- 
ment, who  cannot  be  suspected  of  mean  interests — ^for  they  have  nothing  to  hope 
or  fear  from  Mexico,  or  any  other  desire  than  the  success  of  the  American 
cause  at  large-— agree  upon  the  convenience  and  necessity  of  extending  the 
presidential  term  till  a  new  election  can  take  place. 

I  emhrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,  ^  - 
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Index  of  documents  sent  fry  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  Department  of  8UU  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  noU  of  this  date,  in  relation  to  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  Nosemher, 
1865. 


No. 


Date. 


Contents. 


1866. 
March  17 


March  4 
July  9 
April   13 


March  8 


May    31 


Nov.    16 


Nov.   21 


The  fcovemor  of  the  State  of  Tabasco  sends  the  minister  of  relations  the  set 

of  adhesion  of  the  city  of  San  Juan  Bautista  to  the  decrees  of  the  tfth  «f 

November,  1865. 
Act  to  which  the  foregoing  note  refers. 

Reply  of  the  department  of  relations  to  the  ^vemor  of  Tabasco. 
The  cousul  of  the  republic  in  San  Francisco,  California,  communicates  to 

the  department  of  relations  a  note  from  ihe  governor  of  the  State  ofChisp 

pas,  reporting  the  adhesion  of  that  government  to  the  decrees  of  the  8tb 

of  November,  1865. 
The  governor  of  the  State  of  Guerrero  to  the  consul  in  San  Francisco,  Ctli- 

fornia,  asking  him  to  forward  the  adhesion  of  that  State  to  the  decreet  of 

the  8th  November,  1865,  to  the  general  government. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Bias  Bruzual,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  Venezuela,  accredited  to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Romero,  stating  his  opinion  that  the  functionuiei 
elected  by  the  people  in  Mexico  ought  to  continue  in  the  discharge  ef 
their  duties  till  a  new  election  can  take  place. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Domingo  F.  Sarmiento,  envoy  extraordinarv  and  i 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  accredited  to  the  govemmeiit 
ot  the  United  States.  addroMsed  to  Mr.  Romero,  expresiiing  his  opinioa 
that  the  President  of  Mexico  ought  to  continue  the  execution  of  his  duties 
till  a  new  election  can  take  place. 

Mr.  Romero's  answer  to  the  above  letter. 


No.  1. 

[From  the  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Chihuabns, 

July  1^0,  1866.] 

DEPARTBIENT  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND  OOVERNM BNT— THE  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  AID 
MILITARY  COMMANDANCY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TABASCO. 

San  Juan  Bautista,  March  17, 1866. 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmitwto  your  department  the  original  act  expressing  the  opinion 
of  the  people  of  this  capital  in  regard  to  the  decree  issued  by  the  supreme  magistrate  of  tbe 
republic  on  the  8th  of  last  November.     Have  the  kindness  to  make  it  known  to  the  wortkj 
magistrate  who  so  succeesfally  and  constantly  rules  the  destinies  of  the  republic,  and  atfun 
him  that  the  sentiments  of  this  government  and  of  the  people  of  Tabasco  in  general  accord 
with  his. 
Accept,  therefore,  the  sincere  asseverations  of  my  profound  respect  and  esteem. 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

G.  MENDEZ. 
The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Gk)yERNMENT 

of  tfte  Republic,  Paso  del  Norte. 


No.  2. 

An  act  drawn  vv  in  the  eitu  of  San  Juan  Bautista,  capital  of  the  State  of  Tabasco,  in  support  «f 
the  decree  of  the  Qth  of  November,  1865,  prolonging  the  presidential  term  of  citizen  Bemtt 
Juarez, 

In  the  city  of  San  Juan  Bautista,  of  Tabasco,  on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1866,  the  people 
of  the  capital  assembled  at  the  summons  of  the  civil  governor  and  military  commander  of  tk 
State,  to  say  if  they  accept  or  not  the  prolon|^ation  of  the  presidential  term  decreed  at  EI  Pa^ 
del  Norte,  on  the  8th  of  November  last,  by  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of 
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the  UDited  States  of  Mexico ;  and  baying  proposed,  in  order  to  make  tbe  act  re^fular,  that  a 
Dresideiit  and  secretary  be  name^,  the  citizen  governor  was  elected  by  acclamation  to  tbe 
nnt  place,  and  citizen  Juan  R.  de  la  Rosa  to  the  second.. 

The  decree  having  been  read,  and  all  citizens  present  having  manifested  their  will  to  be  in 
fiiTor  of  tbe  continnation  of  the  presidential  functions  of  the  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  the  foUow- 
InF  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

1.  The  people  of  tbe  capital  of  tbe  State  of  Tabasco  support  with  all  their  will,  and  all  their 
force,  the  decree  issued  on  tbe  8tb  of  November,  1865,  by  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  prolonging 
tbe  presidential  term  till  the  circumstances  of  the  nation  can  enable  a  new  election  of  some 
006  to  succeed  him ;  and  the  people  of  Tabasco,  in  consequence,  acknowledge  no  other 
legitimate  authority  than  that  now  exercised  by  citizen  Benito  Juarez. 

t  Tbe  same  people  of  tbe  capital  of  Tabasco  give  a  vote  of  supreme  confidence  in  citizen 
Benito  Juarez  for  the  abnegation  and  constancy  with  which  he  has  defended  the  independence 
tod  autonomy  of  the  nation. 

And  so  tbi8  act  concludes,  and  is  signed  by  the  present  citizens,  with  me,  the  secretary* 
which  I  certify. 

6.  Mendea.  Yictoriano  Peres. 

M.  M.  Moreno.  Juan  Morales. 

Coruelio  Castillo.  Juan  de  la  C.  Torres. 

Lawyer  Mariano  Pedreza.  Ventura  Gallardo. 

Francisco  de  P.  Aguilar.  Ricardo  Pina. 

and  248  other  names. 
JUAN  DE  LA  ROSA,  Secretary. 


No.  3. 
[Translation.] 

nriRTMENT  OP  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  ANn  GOTERNMENT— OOTERNMENT  BRANCH— SEC- 
TION FIRST.  # 

• 

With  your  despatch  of  the  17tb  of  March  last  you  sent  me  the  act  drawn  up  in  the  capital 
of  your  State,  roanifestiug  the  approbation  given  to  tbe  decree  of  the  8th  of  N«tvember  last 
declaring  tbe  prolongation  of  the  term  of  the  President  of  the  republic  till  tbe  circumntances 
of  tbe  witr  will  permit  a  new  constitutional  election.  As  expressea  in  the  decree,  it  was  issued 
hecaxise  it  was  thought  to  conform  to  the  spirit  and  provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  to  the 
»ill  of  the  Mexican  people.  The  citizen  President  justly  appreciates  the  will  of  all  the 
■igners  of  the  act^  not  only  because  it  is  spontaneous  and  the  vote  of  free  citizens,  but 
ttee^nse  it  is  also  the  opinion  of  the  government,  as  well  as  of  the  worthy  sons  of  Tabasco,  who 
hive  fi^uently  given  strong  proofs  of  their  patriotism  in  this  war. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Chihuahua,  July  9,  1^66. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Citisei)  Gregorio  Mendez, 

Govtmor  of  the  State  of  Tabasco,  at  San  Juan  BautUta. 


No.  4. 

[From  tbe  official  paper  of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Passo  d%k 

Norte,  May  31, 1866.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 

Consulate  of  Mexico  in  San  Francisco, 

San  Francisco,  April  13,  1866. 
J.  Pantaleon  Dominguez,  the  citizen  governor  of  the  State  of  Chiapas,  writes  me  on  the 
15th  of  February  as  follows : 

**  Informed  of  the  contents  of  your  worthy  despatch  of  the  15th  of  December  last,  and  of 
Ihe  decrees  issued  by  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic  relative  to  the  prolongation  of 
Ihe  faoctions  of  the  actual  President,  and  to  the  responsibility  assumed  by  citizen  General 
Jesus  G.  Ortega,  I  this  day  order  this  circulation  and  publication  in  the  State  under  my 
Dommand,  and  that  they  be  made  known  to  the  citizen  governors  of  Tabasco  and  Vera  Cruz» 
to  whom  I  also  send  your  despatch  and  a  copy  of  the  letter  written  to  you  by  the  first  magis- 
^te  of  the  nation.  In  communicating  this  information  to  you,  with  due  respect,  I  have  the 
^Dor  to  reproduce  to  you  tbe  vows  of  my  singular  appreciation  and  consideration." 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  it  to  you,  that  you  may  be  so  good  as  to  place  it  in  the 
^wltdge  of  the  supreme  ma^trate  gf  the  republic. 

I  protest  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  esteem  and  consideration, 

JOSfi  A.  GODOY. 
Citizen  Sebastun  LERi>o  de  Tbjada, 

if  iauCtfT  ^  Foreign  Relations  and  Government,  at  Paso  del  Norte.  r~^  j 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


396  DIPLOMATIC   C0BRE8P0NDENCE. 

No.  5. 

OOVERHMEMT  OP  THE  STATE  OF  GUERRERO. 

With  your  despatch  of  the  15th  of  Decemher  lagt  I  have  this  day  received  two  decree* 
issued  by  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic,  on  the  8th  of  November  of  the  same  year;  om 
of  which  declares  the  continuance  of  your  functions  till  the  condition  of  the  war  may  permit 
a  new  constitutional  election,  and  the  other  that  there  is  cause  of  prosecution  against  Geo^il 
Jesus  G.  Ortega  for  remaining  abroad  without  a  permit  from  the  supreme  government,  with 
the  title  of  general,  having  rbsigned  the  place  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  loatia: 
and  also  a  circular  issued  at  the  same  time,  explaining  the  fundamental  causes  of  the  issw 
of  said  decrees,  with  the  copy  of  a  private  letter  from  the  citizen  President  recommending  voa 
to  circulate  the  documents,  and  declaring  his  resolution  to  consecrate  himself  as  ever  to  the 
defence  of  national  independence,  under  all  circumstances  and  in  every  emergency. 

As  the  reasons  that  induced  the  supreme  government  to  issue  said  decrees  are  explained  Ib 
the  documents,  and  as  there  is  no  doubt  the  union  congress  has  authorized  him  to  issoe  th« 
decrees,  I  will  merelv  say  to  you  that  this  govfmment  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  State 
agree  that  }ou  should  continue  in  the  presidency  of  the  republic  on  the  said  terms,  aKsorin^ 
yon  if  it  had  been  otherwise  it  would  have  caused  great  grief  in  the  State,  which  sees  th« 

Srinciples  he  defends  personified,  and  a  certain  triumph  of  the  republican  cause  in  the  we!l> 
eserving  citizen  who  has  displayed  so  much  constant  energy  in  the  defence  of  the  inalienibk 
rights  of  the  country. 

1  beg  of  you  to  make  this  known  to  the  supreme  government,  and  present  my  thanks  ftff 
the  patriotic  resolutions,  and  accept  for  yourself  my  distinguished  esteem  and  considentioiL 
Independence  and  liberty!     La  Providenza,  March  8,  IBGC. 

D.  ALVAEEZ. 

JOSfe  A.  GODOY, 

Consul  of  the  Republic  in  San  Francisco,  California, 


^.  No.  6. 

New  Tors,  JTay  31, 1866. 

Esteemed  Sir  and  Friend:  Before  leaving  Washington  a  few  days  ago,  yoa  asked  my 
opinion  about  what  should  be  done  in  case  the  constitutional  elections  cannot  taXe  place  io 
Mexico,  on  account  of  the  occupation  of  many  of  the  towns  by  the  enemy  that  has  invade^ 
the  republic.     I  will  answer  in  a  few  words,  for  the  question  seems  very  plain  to  me. 

The  Mexican  constitution,  like  all  democratic  constitutions,  consists  of  two  principal  paits : 
one  establishes  the  authority  and  manner  of  executing  it,  and  the  other  the  perioaicaf  r«DO« 
vation  of  national  official  functions.  If  the  nation  is  prevented  from  effecting  the  latter  l^ 
vis  major  it  is  not  excused  from  obeying  the  functionaries  constitutionally  elected  to  carry 
on  the  government;  and  those  functionaries  are  not  excused  from  their  duties  because  cbe 
nation  is  prevented  from  complying  with  the  precepts  of  the  constitution  for  tkelr  sneees- 
flion. 

For  this  reason  I  think  the  present  functionaries  of  the  republic  ooght  to  continne  in  ofiks 
AS  long  as  the  nation  is  disabled  from  relieving  them,  according  to  the  diapoaitions  of  tfe 
fundamental  law. 

To  think  adversely  would  be  believing  in  national  dissolution  because  an  elective  fomralt 
could  not  take  place ;  it  would  be  believing  the  constitution  conld  aid  the  invader  by  <fi^ 
placing  the  functionaries  called  to  represent  it  and  defend  it  against  exterior  attack. 

So  tar  from  thinking  the  present  functionaries,  chosen  by  popular  election,  ongrht  to  rrtiw 
from  their  posts  before  the  nation  could  relieve  them,  I  think  that  natural  law  obliges  thtm 
to  continue  in  the  discharge  of  their  public  duties,  the  continuation  of  which  is  preecribed 
by  the  supreme  law  of  self-preservation. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  authority  of  the  high  fhnctionaries  chosen  by  popular  ek^ 
tion  ought  to  consider  their  offices  continued  till  the  nation  is  in  a  condition  to  relieve  then; 
and  so  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  ought  to  declare  by  virtue  of  the  power 
/conferred  upon  him  by  the  last  national  congress. 

Thus  I  answer  your  question,  and  subscribe  myself  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  BRDZUAL. 

Mr.  Matias  Bomero. 


No.  7. 

New  York,  November  16,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  With  the  greatest  diffidence,  by  means  of  this  letter,  I  comply  with  yvc 

request  to  state  in  writing  my  opinion  in  regard  to  General  Ortega's  protest  as  presideot  c4 

ibe  supreme  court  of  justice  against  the  decrees  of  Juarez  prolongs  his  pesiaential  ten 

till  a  new  election  can  take  place.    My  want  of  confidence  proceedi  Som  toe  fact  that  woA 
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of  our  oonstitations  contain  dispositions  that  have  no  precedents  in  those  that  hare  acqnired 
an  eatabliflbed  jorispradence  by  sanction  of  time,  and  I  run  a  risk  of  ventaring  solutions  to 
pcactical  questions  tnat  may  be  deemed  forei^  because  the  case  in  question  is  so  strange. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired,  if  Mexico  recovers  her  usurped  territory,  to  have  her  constitntioQ 
remodelled  after  those  that  have  been  tested  in  various  countries,  so  that  in  cases  like  the 
present  there  maj  be  sources  and  authorities  to  give  antecedents,  and  principles  to  satisfy  the 
public  conscience. 

The  present  condition  of  Mexico  is  a  sad  one.  Just  on  the  point  of  shaking  off  the  foreign 
incubus,  with  two  public  powers  differing  in  their  understanaing  of  an  article  of  the  consti- 
totion— in  danger  of  falling  into  the  flames  of  another  civil  war!  Is  it  not  to  be  feared  that 
honest  citizens  may  imbrace  one  or  the  other  party  without  reflection,  or  as  they  m  ay  inter* 
pret  the  constitution  according  to  their  personal  interests  or  for  the  renovation  of  public 
powers? 

It  is  not  the  only  country  of  Spanish  America  that  is  disputing  about  constitutional  rights 
obscured  by  want  of  plkin  rules,  that  have  given  rise  to  civil  wars  and  deplorable  revolutions. 

For  this  reason  it  is  very  necessary  to  nx  the  constitutional  dispositions  in  Mexico,  by 
means  of  an  explanation  of  its  principles ;  and  to  this  end  I  wish  to  contribute  the  following 
bfief  considerations : 

All  constitutions  fix  a  limit  to  the  extent  of  the  dispositions  that  tend  to  insni^  the  exer- 
cise of  individual  rights,  and  it  is  the  preservation  of  the  thing  constituted,  the  state,  the 
oidon.  No  disposition  relating  to  a  private  interest,  or  right,  can  endanger  the  preservation 
of  the  whole ;  and,  therefore,  when  it  is  decreed  that  the  sessions  of  congress  snail  be  pub' 
Kc— for  the  people  have  the  privilege  to  know  the  reasons  for  law — it  is  provided  they  may 
be  secret  whenever  reasons  of  public  convenience  require  it.  It  is  the  same  with  the  first 
right  of  man,  his  personal  liberty,  which  is  guaranteed  to  him  by  the  constitution,  whenever 
it  is  snsp|ended  without  sufficient  cause  according  to  law  ;  but  it  is  provided  that  in  cases  of 
insarrection  or  invasion,  when  public  security  requires  it,  the  person  arrested  shall  not  be 
in&rmed  of  the  cause  of  his  arrest. 

England  and  the  United  States  acknowledge  these  limitations,  and  others  too  numerous 
to  mention,  to  rights  acquired  by  time  at  the  cost  of  immense  sacrifices.  Public  safety,  now 
threatened  in  Mexico,  must,  therefore,  be  the  test,  as  long  as  the  present  situation  continues, 
to  prove  the  intrinsic  value  of  secondary  dispositions.  The  periodical  change  of  the  execu- 
tire  prevents  the  establishment  of  a  despotism  from  habit  or  force ;  but  this  precaution, 
laudable  in  peace  times,  in  case  of  insurrection  or  invasion  most  be  subordinate  to  the  safety 
of  the  nation  by  means  of  force.  As  the  part  of  the  country  that  is  free  is  under  martial 
law,  and  the  rest  held  by  the  enemy,  the  provisions  for  changing  authorities  are  null,  as 
Umj  cannot  be  executed. 

The  constitution  of  Mexico  disposes  that  the  president  of  the  iudicial  power  shall  execute 
the  duties  of  the  executive,  in  its  default ;  and  in  this  particular  it  differs  from  the  other 
American  republics  that  confer  the  power  upon  the  head  of  the  legislature. 

The  spirit  of  that  disposition  is  easy  to  understand ;  it  intended  to  place  power  in  the 
iands  of  an  official  who  could  have  no  interest  in  party  questions,  so  that  he  could  exercise 
BO  influence  on  the  free  vote  of  the  people. 

The  existence  of  a  president  of  tne  supreme  court  supposes  a  fixed  residence  in  the  capi« 
tal,  in  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  Would  the  constitution  make  a  president  of  the  court 
that  had  no  court  to  preside  over,  or  no  fixed  residence  in  the  place  where  the  court  ought  to 
meet  f  Is  it  a  personal  right  granted  to  that  functionary  by  the  people,  like  that  conferred 
vpon  the  vice-president  ?  No.  The  president  of  the  Supreme  court  of  justice  excretes  his 
nnetions  in  a  locality  designated  by  the  constitution.  His  name  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
office;  whereas,  in  case  of  the  president  and  vice-president,  the  name  is  everything.  From 
Ais  simple  and  rational  principle,  we  ask:  Can  there  be  a  president  of  the  supreme  court  of 
Mexico  residing  in  New  York,  New  Orleans,  or  anywhere  in  the  United  States  7  Can  the 
supreme  court  emigrate  and  act  outside  his  jurisdiction  7  Can  a  simple  justice  of  the  peace  in 
MataoM>ras  cross  the  Rio  Grande,  order  arrests,  and  impose  fines  in  the  territory  of  the  juris- 
^ction  he  has  abandoned  7 

It  is  the  duty  qf  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  to  be  always  found  at  his  post,  by  the 
notary,  who  informs  him  of  causes  under  his  jurisdiction.  If  he  is  not  found,  and  it  is  known 
that  he  hasi^left  the  country,  the  fact  must  be  made  known,  so  as  to  show  the  place  is  vacant, 
for  his  functions  cannot  follow  him  out  of  his  jurisdiction. 

If  there  be  a  constitutional  point  solemnly  reco^zed,  it  is  certainly  that  the  place  is 
vacated  when  the  functionary  moves  out  of  his  jurisdiction.  The  right  of  governing  Efngland 
belongs  to  a  fiuonily,  and  is  hereditary  bv  the  laws  of  succession ;  and  yet,  when  James  the 
Second  left  the  country,  going  beyond  the  limits  of  his  kingdom,  and  not  called  out  by  dul^. 
Parliament  declared  the  throne  vacant,  and  did  not  call  his  successor  to  fill  it,  because  he 
was  the  heir  of  a  deceased  father,  and  not  the  heir  of  an  absent  person.  If,  then,  a  kins^ 
eeases  to  be  snch  by  iUb«enting  himself  from  his  country,  can  a  judge,  who  has  not  officiated 
for  yean,  and  is  living  out  of  the  country,  continue  to  be  judge  7 

I  mutt  here  call  attention  to  an  observation  I  have  previously  made,  namely,  thai  the  per- 
na  called  by  the  Mexican  constitution  to  exercise  in  certain  cases  a  kind  of  regency  is  the 
president  of  the  judicial  power,  and  not  the  legislative  head,  as  in  most  other  republies* 
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That  10  to  Btkjt  an  employ^  whose  duties  are  confined  to  the  seat  of  government  cftsnot  be 
^vernor  of  a  State,  general  in  the  army,  a  tmTeller  abroad,  or  an  ambassador,  wHlNNtt 
resigninit  bis  judgeship,  the  business  ot  which  confines  him  daily  to  his  duties.  Perbftps  yon 
ask,  but  what  has  this  constitutional  disposition  to  do  with  general  Ortega,  who  appears  to 
have  an  office  abroad  f  Now  come  the  considerations  that  show  the  danger  to  the  aUety  of 
the  country  of  offices  held  out  of  it.  The  person  is  exposed  to  the  infioenees  of  a  foreign 
«tate,  which  he  may  use  to  the  ii\jury  of  his  country,  as  is  shown  in  the  present  ease.  Gene- 
ral Ortega  finds  himself  restricted  in  his  pretensions  by  the  policy  of  the  United  8tat«s 
that  favors  Juares,  If  we  admit  him  to  any  leg^timato  right  to  the  presidency,  we  must  con- 
fess that  the  dignity  of  the  republic  has  been  tarnished  by  his  imprisonment.  If  we  takt 
the  opposite,  and  suppose  him  favored  by  the  United  States,  we  would  have  a  Preeident  of 
Mexico  under  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  and  recognised  by  a  strong  neighbor  giving  him  hospi- 
tality, and  acting  in  the  interests  of  a  country  that  might  not  always  be  the  interests  ef 
Mexico. 

These  considerations  seem  to  me  to  be  of  great  weight  in  solviuf^  the  dispoeitioos  of  the 
constitution. 

It  is  not  now  proposed  to  hold  an  election,  for  it  is  impossible.  No  tyranny  is  to  be  pint 
down ;  all  that  is  to  be  done  is  to  continue  to  resist  foreign  invasion ;  and  to  succeed  in  this, 
the  person  who  began  it  must  remain  in  office,  and  this  course  is  dictated  by  common  sense. 
**  Don't  swap  horses  in  crossing  the  stream,"  said  Mr.  Lincoln,  in  accordance  with  popoltr 
opinion  that  re-elected  him  to  Uie  presidency,  so  as  not  to  derange  the  machinery  of  war, 
which  is  the  executive. 

Taking  advantagpe  of  the  actual  fact.  General  Ortega's  high  military  qualities  do  not  im- 
prove the  present  situation ;  to  do  that,  it  must  be  so  expressed  by  electiou,  or  we  must  sup- 
pose that  a  chief  justice  is  expected  to  possess  military  qualities.  But  ttie  constitution  does 
not  make  General  Ortega  regent ;  it  appoints  to  that  office  whomsoever  is  preeident  of  the 
supreme  court ;  and  the  only  person  who  cannot  be  and  ought  not  to  be  c-alled  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  republic  by  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  while  the  country  is  struggling^  for  ia- 
dependenoe  against  a  foreign  power,  is  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  who  ie 
supposed  to  be  versed  in  the  laws,  to  be  just  in  his  decisions,  out  not  skilled  in  arms  to  de- 
fena  with  the  sword  his  threatened  country.  Most  likely  Mexico  is  the  only  country  in  the 
world  where  a  general  is  chief  justice.  If  events  should  make  it  desirable  to  have  mililvy 
men  as  judges,  the  constitution  would  be  violated,  and  its  intention  frustrated,  for  the  judge 
was  to  be  a  man  having  no  party  pr^udices;  but  here  we  have  one,  a  general,  watdnng 
every  opportunity  to  get  into  the  presidency. 

President  Juarea,  now  in  exercise  of  the  supreme  power,  carries  on  the  war  as  Presidrat, 
which  is  not  a  theory  of  right,  as  it  is  supposed,  but  a  fixed  fact,  that  it  would  become  aeces- 
sary  to  destroy,  and  turn  those  arms  that  should  be  used  against  the  common  enemy  against 
the  governor  of  a  State,  the  result  of  which  would  certainly  be  a  deplorable  civil  war,  and, 

Sossibly,  the  elevation  of  General  Ortega  to  the  presidency.  The  fact  that  the  United  Stun 
o  not  support  the  pretender's  aspirations,  and  continue  to  acknowledge  the  govemmeiit  of 
President  Juarez,  is  of  no  importance  to  the  partisans  of  the  liberal  interpretation  ctf  dw 
constitution,  but  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  people  of  Mexico,  and  for  the  success  of 
tiie  terrible  war  that  is  ending  so  gloriously. 

First  save  the  thing  constituted— that  is,  the  country,  the  nation,  the  rapublie ;  that  is  of 
the  greatest  importance. 

Each  day  has  its  task.  When  the  time  comee  for  the  election  of  a  President  of  Mexico 
free  and  independent,  then  the  venerable  jurist  who  is  fulfilling  his  daily  duties  as  chiif 
justice  in  the  city  of  Mexico  will  be  made  regent  during  the  interregnum  of  the  country.  It 
would  be  well  for  General  Ortega  to  be  at  the  head  of  victorious  legions  at  that  time,  fm  I 
cannot  think  he  is  buried  under  the  musty  law  tomes  of  his  law  library. 

General  Ortega,  in  the  United  States,  is  beyond  reach  of  the  case  provided  for  in  th« 
constitution.  Let  a  general  have  all  the  influence  possible,*  let  him  be  the  head  of  a  politi* 
cal  party :  but  he  is  not  that  president  of  the  supreme  court  to  whom  the  constitntioii  pro- 
poses to  trust  the  executive  power  during  an  interregnum. 

History  has  shown  the  troubles  of  regencies  in  war  times,  and  the  people  ^  Mexico  wouM 
be  very  unforeseeing  to  put  such  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  present  executive,  embarrMtiof 
his  action,  only  to  comply  with  a  simple  rite  of  the  constitution  that  could  not  jvoride  far 
emergencies  of  such  a  senous  nature  as  now  exist. 

If  there  be  yet  a  doubt  about  the  power  of  the  executive  to  continue  his  functions  dvria^ 
a  congressional  recess,  or  during  the  absence  or  resignation  of  the  president  of  the  jndidil 
power,  it  is  settled  by  the  permanent  nature  of  the  office.  Our  constitution  compels  At 
annual  meeting  of  the  legislature.  In  some  of  the  United  States  their  sessions  are  mennisi, 
and  the  English  Parliament  did  not  order  to  be  convoked  regulariy,  at  least  once  every  fifs 
years,  but  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Second.  The  executive  power  has  other  rales.  la 
monarchies.a  successor  is  legally  named  for  every  emergency,  and  a  regent  is  appointed  by 
law.  **The  king  never  dies,"  {mart  U  rey^-vive  ^  roy, )  is  the  traditional  formula  to  show 
that  executive  action  never  ceases  for  a  moment.  Republics  pmvide  for  possible  onaNgeBcm 
by  naming  a  vice-president,  or,  in  default  of  hhn,  presideate  of  the  senate  or  persons desMiiMted 
by  other  constitutions,  succeed  to  the  presidency.  (^ r^r^nl 
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In  tbe  present  case,  where  there  is  no  death,  resignation,  or  inability  of  the  incumbent, 
aod  when  no  election  can  take  place,  no  real  interast  of  society  requires  a  change  of  adminis- 
tr«tiim  that  might  weaken  the  mere  military  power  of  the  executive.  On  the  other  hand,  all 
pre€q)ts  of  the  constitution  for  ordinary  cases  ought  to  rest  in  abeyance,  so  as  not  to  endan- 
ger the  safety  of  the  nation,  which  is  of  the  most  importance. 

I  will  conclude  by  calling  your  attention  to  the  pernicious  effects  of  those  differences  from 
the  practices  of  all  other  nations.  That  precept  of  the  constitution  that  calls  the  president 
of  the  supreme  court  to  succeed  the  chief  executive  has  not  done  the  good  that  was  expected ; 
for,  instead  of  an  impartial  judge,  we  find  in  the  place  a  general  with  titles,  antecedents,  and 
poUttcal  detiiguA ;  and  that  certainly  was  not  intended  by  the  constitution.  My  opinion  is, 
the  best  thing  that  can  be  done  to  provide  for  future  events  will  be  to  suppress  the  interrex, 
and  create  a  vice-president. 

With  my  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  Mexico  and  your  own  happiness,  I  remain,  with 
sentiments  of  particular  esteem,  your  very  obedient  servant  and  friend. 

D.  F.  SARMIENTO. 

Hr.  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  Mexico^  in  Washington. 


No.  8. 


WashikoToN,  November  21,  1866. 

Ht  Dear  Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to*day  to  receive  your  acceptable  letter  of  the  16th  instant, 
in  which  you  express  in  writing,  agreeably  to  my  request,  the  opinion  you  gave  me  verbally 
in  your  visit  to  me  on  the  12th,  in  regard  to  the  expediency  and  legality  of  the  decrees  issued 
bj  the  President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  on  the  8th  of  November,  18(>5,  prolonging  his 
pre^ential  term  till  a  new  election  can  take  place. 

As  your  opinion  is  that  of  a  distinguished  South  American  statesman  of  acknowledged  in- 
f^^rmation  and  sonnd  sense,  who  can  nave  no  low  interest,  or  any  other  reason  but  the  success 
ef  the  Ajnerican  cause  in  general,  it  cannot  fail  to  have  a  good  effect  upon  persons  outside  of 
Mexico  not  acauainted  with  tjie  subject,  and  will  remove  some  doubts  concerning  the  pre- 
tended rights  of  General  Ortega  to  the  presidency  of  the  Mexican  republic.  I  say  on  persons 
ootside  of  Mexico,  because  inside  of  the  republic  the  opinion  is  unanimously  in  favor  of  the 
expediency  and  necessity  of  those  decrees  aud  considers  the  conduct  of  GUsneral  Ortega  as 
unpatriotic  and  seditious.  It  is  a  fact  that  no  authorized  voice  in  Mexico  has  been  raised 
aeiuBft  the  decrees,  and  it  is  now  more  than  a  year  since  they  were  issued.  No  military 
chieftain  has  regarded  them  as  unconstitutional ;  only  a  few  discontented  fugitives  from  the 
foontry  in  time  of  foreign  war,  and  residing  in  the  United  States,  support  General  Ortega's 
pr^eosionB.  ' 

I  send  a  copy  of  your  letter  this  day  to  my  government,  and  also  to  the  State  Department 
oi  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obsequious  friend  and  obedient  serrant, 

M.  ROBiERO. 

Don  Domingo  F.  Sarmtento, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Argrentine  RepubliCy  New  York, 


Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Washington,  Novemher  22,  1866. 
Ht  Dear  Sir  :  I  enclose  yon  for  year  information  the  copy  of  a  commanica- 
tion  from  Don  Martin  de  Castillo,  the  so-called  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and 
marme  of  Maximilian,  written  by  him  from  Turin,  the  6th  instant,  giving  the 
views  of  public  opinion  in  Europe  in  regard  to  his  permanency  in  Mexico,  aud 
how  mnch  this  is  desired,  "as  much  for  the  national  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  moment,  as  for  political  eqnilibriam  in  the  New  World,  so  as  to  confine  a 
certain  nation  to  limits,  in  order  to  prevent  its  gigantic  development  in  future/' 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4n^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 
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Letter  from  Sefior  Castillo  in  Turin  to  Maximilian  in  Mexico, 

Turin,  November  6,  19e8b 

Sire:  I  present  your  maiesty  my  most  respectfal  thanks  for  the  royal  letters  of  the  20th 
September,  with  which  you  have  deigned  to  honor  me,  and  inform  yon  that  the  health  of  mj 
august  sovereign  is  visibly  impjoving,  which  is  gratifying  to  us,  and  gives  us  hopes  of  her 
speedy  recovery.  The  information  must  have  caused  your  majesty  some  anxiety.  May  ib« 
Lord's  will  be  done. 

It  gave  much  pleasure  to  read  your  majesty's  speech  at  the  anniversary  of  independence, 
in  the  paper  you  deigned  to  send  me,  which  reached  me  some  weeks  ago,  and  renewed  my 
hopes  that  your  majesty  would  restore  the  nationality  of  the  country,  now  suffering  hai^ 
trials,  in  spite  of  the  many  obstacles  in  your  way. 

I  think  there  is  a  slight  favorable  change  in  the  European  press,  proceeding  from  the  firm- 
ness and  energy  of  your  majesty  in  state  affairs,  and  the  recent  reported  triumphs  of  General 
Mejia. 

Now  it  is  thought  the  empire  has  sufficient  elements  to  suppress  the  revolution,  and  oon* 
sidering  the  inclination  and  decided  wish  of  the  people  around  Mat^moras  for  peace  and  order, 
and  the  spirit  of  unity  that  reigns  in  different  classes  of  society,  it  is  believed  the  throne  can 
be  sustained  after  the  departure  of  the  French  troops,  which  is  greatly  desired  in  Europe^  u 
much  for  national  and  commercial  interests  of  the  moment  as  for  political  equilibrium  m  the 
New  World,  so  as  to  confine  a  certain  nation  to  limits,  in  order  to  prevent  its  gigantic  de- 
velopment in  future. 

Hoping  the  majority  of  Mexicans  will  sustain  your  majesty's  noble  efforts,  and  thus  shov 
their  nation  is  not  dead,  and  by  their  patriotism  and  energy  gain  a  sympathy  they  need  so 
much,  we  all  look  forward  to  a  change  lor  the  better,  afler'the  French  army  leaves,  which 
will  flive  free  action  to  the  people,  and  allow  them  to  recover  from  a  crisis  that  may  prore 
beneficial,  instead  of  prejudicial. 

I  will  attend  faithfully  to  your  orders  about  Prince  Salvador  de  Iturbide,  who,  I  think,  had 
better  continue  his  studies  in  England.  Don  Angus  tin  must  have  gone  to  the  United  States, 
and  I  presume  the  rest  of  the  family  have  gone  too ;  I  will  inquire. 

Your  majesty  will  excuse  me  for  being  brief  in  this  letter,  as  it  is  to  be  sent  by  wasak 
means,  and  I  am  afraid  it  may  be  intercepted  like  one  of  Mr.  Eloin's. 

Count  Del  Valle  is  still  in  Miramar.  General  Uraga  left  Tri^te  for  Paris  on  the  first,  and 
Mr.  Barrio  and  his  lady  are  waiting  your  instructions  in  Vienna,  as  he  wrote  me  on  the 
second.  As  I  cannot  return  as  soon  as  I  expected,  I  write  to  my  brother  to  deliver  to  y(mr 
secretary  some  documents  that  were  left  on  my  desk  by  Mi.  lianglais,  one  of  which  is  a 
sealed  letter  to  Mr.  Escandon,  about  the  sum  paid  to  France  by  Mexico  for  the  Vera  Cnu 
railway.  In  my  humble  opinion  that  affair  ougnt  to  be  thoroughly  investigated,  so  that  it  be 
determined  whether  that  considerable  sum  is  to  revert  to  the  government,  and  Mr.  EscandoB 
relieved  from  its  responsibility,  or  what  is  to  be  the  resiji^ 

I  leave  to-morrow  for  Pisa,  the  mild  climate  of  whiclHs  much  recommended  for  the  longs, 
audit  is  only  a  few  hours  from  Rome,  via  Livoruo,  where  I  will  await  your  sovereign  ordert 

I  beg  your  majesty  to  permit  me  to  present  my  most  respectful  homage  and  gratitode, 
with  wnich  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  majesty's  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  DE  CASTILLO, 

Minister  ad  interim. 


Senor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 
^  Washington,  November  25, 1866. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  informatioa  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  mentioned  in  the  annexed 
indexy  mostly  taken  from  the  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  con- 
siating  chiefly  of  official  reports  of  military  operations  in  the  western  militaiy 
divtaion  of  the  Mexican  republic,  from  July  to  September  of  the  present  year. 
It  is  with  pleasure  I  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  of  renewing  t» 
you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  8fc„  Sfc. 
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hiit  ^  dgenmenU  $ent  hy  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  Department  of  State  cf 
tkt  United  States^  toith  the  noU  of  this  date,  in  relation  to  operations  on  the  toestem  mililarjf 


1866. 
June  23 

Jnly  18 
June  30 


Aug.  14 

Sept  26 
Sept  2 
Sept    7 

Oct  5 
Sept  14 

Oct  8 
Sept  19 

Sept  21 


Qeneral  Rubi,  ^veroor  of  Sinaloa,  transmits  the  official  report  of  the 

battle  of  Yxcamtla. 
The  minister  of  war  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  same. 
Letter  of  General  Pesquiera,  governor  of  Sonora,  to  the  consul  of  the 

republic  in  San  Francisco,  Californiek,  reporting  his  militarj  movements 

in  the  months  of  May  and  June,  1866. 
General  Martinezes  official  report  of  the  capture  of  Hermosillo,  in  the  State 

of  Sonora. 
Minister  oT  war's  answer  to  same. 
Official  report  of  the  attack  of  Alamos. 
General  Pespuiera^s  official  report  to  the  minister  of  war  of  the  capture  of 

Urea. 
Replv  of  the  minister  of  war. 
Official  report  of  Greneral  Corona,  chief  of  the  western  army,  of  the  battle 

of  Palos  Prietos,  near  Mazatlan. 
Reply  of  the  minister  of  war. 
Correspondence  from  Mazatlan  in  regard  to  the  situation  on  the  western 

military  line. 
Mazatlan  correspondence  on  the  same  subject. 


No.  1. 
[From  the  gOYemment  official  paper.  Chihuahua,  July  20,  1866.] 

OOVERNBfENT  AKD  HIUTARY  COMMANDANCY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  SINALOA. 

The  general-in-chief  of  the  united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco  reports  as  follows  from 
th&t  quarter: 

"The  citizen  general,  Perfecto  Guzman,  reports  from  Acaponeta  on  the  18th  to  these  head- 
quarters, as  follows : 

'"By  special  orders  from  headquarters,  I  set  out  from  Cacalotan  on  the  8th  for  Santiago 
IzcQintla,  with  my  brigade  and  Colonel  Donato  Guerra's  cavalry,  trying  to  keep  our  move- 
"wnts  secret  from  the  enemy,  who  discovered  us  by  means  of  his  scouts. 

'"At  10  o^clock  p.  m.  of  the  13th  I  reached  Arrayan  plain,  where,  in  consultation  with 
Colonel  Donato  Guerra,  Colonel  Juan  de  Dios  Bojas,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Andres  Blan- 
ctrte,  I  determined  to  divide  our  attacking  forces  as  follows :  On  the  centre  were  the 
HoAJieori  battalion  of  Colonel  Cipriano  Segundo,  and  the  independents  of  Celso  Cosia; 
on  the  right  was  the  section  of  Colonel  Camilo  Isiordia ;  and  on  the  left.  Colonel  Florencio 
Pacheco,  with  a  cavalry  section.  The  second  Huajicori  battalion,  under  Colonel  Eligio  Al- 
varez, and  the  Ocampo  squadron,  under  Colonel  Jesus  Arteaga,  and  the  Guzman  squadron, 
npder  Francisco  Lora,  were  held  as  reserves.  With  the  forces  so  distributed,  and  my  orders 
giTen,  I  marched  to  Santiago  on  the  1 1th  by  8  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  ordered  the  attack 
opon  the  centre.  The  enemy,  under  Agaton  Martinez  and  Jo86  Zapia,  was  assaulted  so 
rudely  be  gave  way  and  left  us  masters  of  the  field  after  half  an  hour's  fight.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day  the  enemy  assembled  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  more  than  one 
kuodiMl  cayalry,  and  crossed  back  at  Palomas  ford  to  attack  me.  I  ordered  ColoQel  Guerra 
t»ut  with  two  hundred  cavalry  to  meet  them  ;  they  took  to  flight,  and  were  pursued  tw<5  miles 
w  more.  The  enemy  lost  thirty-one  killed,  among  them  an  engineer  and  the  commander  of 
^  ptace,  both  Frenchmen.  Fifty  prisoners,  mostly  natives,  were  captured ;  eight  muskets, 
fourteen  riflea,  two  sabres,  three  pistols,  thirteen  saddles,  one  bundled  and  two  horses  and 
fifteen  mike  were  taken. 

***0n  our  side,  Jesus  Verdugo,  second  sergeant  In  tlie  Ocampo  squadron,  was  wounded. 
At  Bight  my  men  came  into  the  town  and  remained  three  days,  when  we  had  to  leave  for 
^aat  of  proviaions,  coming  to  this  place,  where  I 'am  awaiting  orders.  I  must  commend  to 
;uQr  consideration,  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers,  for  they  all  did  their  duty.' 

*' All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  and  congratulate  you  on  this  new 
triamph  for  republican  arms." 

Vol.  ill 26  ^  T 
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I  send  you  a  copy  of  this  for  jour  own  information,  and  that  yon  may  oommnnicale  it  i/t 
the  war  department.    And  I  transcribe  it  for  vou,  citizen  minister,  for  your  intelligence. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Becodo,  June  23, 10*56. 

^  DOMINGO  RUBL 

F.  Sepulveda,  Secretary. 
The  MINI8TER  OP  ^AR  AND  Maeine,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  2. 

DEPARTBIENT  OP  STATE — BUREAU  OF  WAR  AlTD  MARINE — SECTION  FIRST. 

In  yonr  despatch  of  the  23d  of  June  last  enclosing  me  the  report  of  the  general -in-chief  of 
the  united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jfklisco,  of  the  same  date,  the  President  of  the  rpptbfie 
has  bad  the  pleasure  to  find  a  confirmation  of  the  success  of  General  Perfecto  Guzohb^s 
expedition  with  Colonel  Donate  Guerra,  against  Lozada's  gang.  We  are  glad  to  hear  tka 
enemy  was  whipped  in  the  first  encounter  on  the  8th,  and  the  town  of  Santiago  Iscointla  etp- 
tured ;  also,  that  be  was  badly  repulsed  on  the  second  attack,  with  the  loss  of  thirty-oM 
killed,  one  an  officer  of  the  place,  and  another  an  engineer,  and  filly  prisoners  taken,  eigbt 
shot-guns,  fourteen  muskets,  two  sabres,  three  pistols,  thirteen  saddles,  one  hundred  and  two 
horses,  and  fifteen  mules. 

The  citizen  President  is  much  pleased  to  learn  the  success  of  the  expedition,  and  the  gil- 
Unt  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men,  to  whom  he  requests  me  to  present  his  thanks. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Chihuahua,  July  18, 1866. 

MEJIA 

The  Governor  and  Military  Commander, 

cfthe  State  of  Sinatoa^  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  3. 


Alamos,  Jtau  30, 1866. 
Much  Esteemed  Friend  :  I  received  your  welcome  letter  of  the  30th  of  May  yesterday; 
it  gave  me  the  more  pleasure,  with  the  news  in  it,  as  it  is  the  only  one  I  have  had  £rom  yoa 
since  December,  when  you  sent  me  the  President's  permission  to  visit  your  city.  I  wrote 
to  you  then  that  I  cx>uld  not  come  on  account  of  a  fever,  which  left  me  yery  weak,  in  ^tte 
of  the  active  life  I  have  led  since  March.  1  wrote  to  you  also  about  the  end  of  Febroary,  ia- 
forniiug  you  I  intended  to  take  the  field,  but  you  sav  neither  of  the  letters  readied  you. 
I  have  heard  of  Mr.  Gonzalez's  aspirations,  and  the  discredit  he  has  brought  upon  hinnetf 

'uarez.    He  is  so  blind  he  cannot  see  hew 


by  attemptiag  to  take  the  presidency  from  Mr.  Juarez.  He  is  so  blind  he  cannot  see 
faUe  and  ridiculous  his  position  is.  The  political  career  of  Gonzalez  Ortega  and  his  adbemts 
furnisbos  us  another  example  of  those  anomalies  so  frequent  in  this  transition  period,  when  s 
new  germ  of  life  is  budding  for  the  republic.  Such  is  my  hope,  and  I  know  our  ills  will  eod, 
because  I  trust  in  the  prudence  and  energy  of  our  worthy  President  and  hi  sbrave  colkboni' 
tor6  in  the  work  of  moral  reorganization. 

It  would  make  this  letter  too  long  to  tell  you  all  that  has  occurred  since  I  quit  my  asyhn 
in  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  and  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  the  causes  that  bnmglt 
me  to  my  present  situation. 

General  Garcia  Morales  took  the  field  four  months  before  me,  while  I  was  ak^  and  did 
much  good.  Now  conquering,  then  conquered,  his  constant  activity  did  much  to  enooonge 
the  people  of  Sonora,  who  have  never  despaired  of  the  country's  safety.  When  I  reRunrd 
to  the  scene  of  action  I  found  all  disposed  to  join  against  the  oppressors.  If  we  seem  slow 
iu  organizing  our  forces,  it  is  because  we  are  in  want  of  arms  that  should  have  reached  u 
loug  ago.  However,  I  can  say  to  you,  we  have  got  over  the  worst,  and  are  now  ready  to 
give  the  traitors  a  finishing  blow. 

The  forces  of  General  Martinez,  united  with  mine  under  the  title  of  the  muted  brigadu 
of  Sonora,  Sinaloa,  and  Jalisco,  attacked  Almada  in  Hermosillo  with  four  hundred  men. 
Taken  in  force  on  the  4th  of  May,  we  had  to  fight  six  hours  against  Langberg  and  Tanori, 
who  came  up  with  eight  hundred  men.  It  was  a  hard-fought  battle,  and  fortune  began 
to  favor  us,  when  a  panic  demoralized  our  forces,  just  at  the  time  the  enemy  started  ^ 
Alamito,  five  leagues  from  Hermosillo,  with  nobody  to  pursue  him.  I  merely  mention  this 
to  show  you  what  an  opportunity  we  have  lost  from  a  small  circiunstance. 

The  battle-field  was  entirely  deserted,  but  it  was  too  late  to  rally  in  pursuit.  General 
Martinez  and  I  remained  in  Hermosillo  till  midnight,  with  an  escort  of  only  fifty  cavalry, 
waiting  for  re-enforcements ;  but  both  the  cavalry  and  infantry  were  too  far  from  the  field  of 
action  in  different  directions,  and  so  the  enemy  had  time  to  return  and  occupy  the  plaoe  tki 
next  day.    In  Langberg's  report  of  the  6th  of  May  there  was  but  one  truth,    fie  said,  **Ooi 
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km  was  considerable;  *^  and  he  had  a  right  to  say  so,  for  he  lost  more  than  half  his  forces  in 
the  two  actions  of  the  4th. 

Another  expedition  took  place  on  the  5th  of  June  on  the  same  town,  and  as  soon  as  onr 
troops  approftcbed,  the  garrison  disbanded,  and  left  in  our  possession  one  rifled  cannon,  some 
piovisions,  aiid  ninety  mnskets. 

This  was  the  time  to  have  destroyed  Tanori,  who  was  present  with  all  his  forces,  but 
fortune  did  not  favor  us  this  time  either.  The  Indians  routed  e  section  of  our  forces  under 
Alcontara,  and  thus  frustrated  our  intentions.  But  the  misfortune  has  only  put  us  back  a  few 
months,  when  the  enemy  will  have  to  be  kept  at  bay  by  rangers. 

Tbongh  the  traitors  have  called  upon  the  French  in  Quaymas  to  aid  them,  they  have  ob- 
tained no  succor.  They  came  out  on  the  29th  of  May  with  three  hundred  men  to  open  the 
way,  but  finding  we  were  ready  for  them  they  retreat^  to  Cieneg^ita.  But  for  that  demon- 
stration you  would  suppose  the  invaders  did  not  care  what  became  of  their  allies. 

Thej  are  preparing  to  continue  operations  with  more  rigor,  and  I  think  we  shall  have  an 
engageneDt  by  the  end  of  next  month,  when  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  to  give  you  the 
uewiof  the  restoration  of  constitutional  order  in  tne  whole  State. 
As  ever,  your  affectionate  friend  and  colleague, 

I.  PESQUIERA. 

Seilor  Don  Josi:  Antonio  CK)doy, 

Mtziean  Consul  in  San  Francisco, 


No.  4. 


MEXICAK  REPUBUC— GOVERNMENT   AND   MILITARY   COMMANDANCY  OP   THE    STATE   OP 

SONOUA. 

General  Angel  Martinez,  major  general  of  the  united  brigades  of  Sonora,  Sinaloa,  and 
Jalisco,  on  the  14th,  reports  as  follows : 

REPUBUCAN  ARMY,  UNITED  BRIGADES— GENERAL'S  QUARTERS. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  operations  to  you  from  the  time  we  left  Cumuripa  till  our  occupa- 
tion of  this  place.  On  the  23d  ultimo  the  Sinaloa  and  Juarea  defenders,  with  Colonel  Jos6 
T.  Otero's  forces,  met  in  Cumuripa,  and  started  next  day  to  the  Suaqui  mines.  We  reached 
Tecoripa  on  the  25th.  The  Sonora  battalion,  under  Otoro,  was  sent  from  Suaqui  to  attack 
^  traitor  Arvallo  in  San  Javier.  A  hard  rain  impeded  his  operations,  and  gave  the  enem^ 
jeljance  to  escape ;  he  was  pursued,  and  two  prisoners  were  taken  from  Campos,  who  lefl  his 
•wsc  and  escaped  en  foot.     Colonel  Otero  accomplished  this  bold  feat 

On  the  28th  we  left  Tecoripa  and  camped  for  the  night  at  Cumbros.  On  the  29th  we 
JJ*ched  Adiviufl,  and  came  to  Matape  by  the  30th.  From  that  place  a  message  was  sent  to 
General  Jesus  Garcia  Morales,  ordering  him  forward  with  the  forces  he  had.  At  Pitiquito 
*•  bewd  he  had  suffered  a  reverse,  and  of  course  could  not  come  to  Matape.  By  forced 
•MTches  on  the  12th  and  13th  we  reached  this  city  by  your  orders,  where  we  surprised  the 
fMwn  of  150  men,  who  ran  off  and  left  their  guns  in  our  possession. 

We  pursued  the  enemy  and  killed  nine,  and  two  wounded  were  sent  to  the  hospital.  It 
*Mthe  13th  when  we  occupied  the  place,  and  we  got  into  quarters  to-day.  All  preparation 
u  made  for  the  enemy,  in  case  he  returns  to  attack  us. 

The  inhabitants  welcomed  us  as  their  real  deliverers,  and  yon  know  our  soldiers  have  done 
iWr  duty  as  defenders  of  the  honor  and  independence  of  our  dear  country. 

I  feHcitate  you  cordially  on  the  conclusion  of  a  campaign  that  restores  lue  legitimate  State 
^'^J'WTHnent  in  the  principal  city  of  Sonora. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Hermosillo,  August  14,  1866. 

^  ANGEL  MARTINEZ. 

Toe  General-in-Chief,  Present. 

In  transmitting  the  above  to  you,  I  will  add,  that  you  may  make  it  known  to  the  President 
of  the  republic,  that  notwithstanding  the  sufferings  of  our  soldiers,  none  have  deserted,  and 
all  tre  cheerful ;  and  the  way  in  which  the  citizens  offer  their  services  to  the  government  is 
^°^  most  conclusive  proof  of  the  hate  the  citizens  have  for  the  empire,  except  the  traitors  of 
CnQdara. 
Indq)endence  and  liberty  I    Hermosillo,  August  17,  1866. 

IGNACIO  PASQUIERA, 
J.  J.  AVILA,  First  Officer. 
The  MiHisTER  OP  War. 
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No.  5. 

DBPARTMBNT  OF  STATE,  BRAKCH  OP  THE  WAR  AHD  BfARIKE—SECTIOR  PlSffT. 

The  citizen  Pieeident  of  the  republSo  has  had  the  pleMore  of  receiving  your  despateh  of 
the  17th  of  August  last,  enclosing  that  of  the  Hth,  from  Qeneral  AngelMartiiies,  repoitiag 
his  operations  ^om  the  23d  ap  to  date,  when  he  dispersed  the  traitor  forces  under  AmUo, 
and  occupied  Hermosillo  on  the  13th  of  Augost,  surprising  the  gmmsoo. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Chihuahua,  September  26,  1866. 

MEJIA 
G^eral  Iokacio  Pesqchera, 

Governor  tmd  Military  Commandtr  of  the  State  of  Sonora,  HerfmosUlo, 


No.  6. 


GOVERNMENT  AND  MILITARY  COMMANDANCY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  CHIHUAHUA— lUBPfTBUCJjr 
ARMY,  MATAMORAS  SetTION— COMMANDANT'S  QUARTERS. 

At  half-nast  ten  this  day,  the  traitor  Jos6  Tranquilino  Almada,  with  200  cavalry  anned  with 
sabres  ana  muskets,  and  400  foot  rifles  of  Pimas  and  Yaquis,  and  600  Jara  Indians  cf 
Yaquis  and  Mayos,  appeared  on  Crucecito  hill,  and  threatened  the  town,  garrisoned  bj  130 
cavalry  and  350  iofantry,  including  my  command.  We  instantly  marched  out  to  iMd 
them  at  Aurora,  where  toe^  had  baited.  Finding  they  were  trying  to  surround  the  town, 
the  commander  divided  us  into  three  columns. 

The  enthusiasm  of  our  soldiers  amounted  to  frenzy,  and  in  one  hour  of  fierce  combat  a  most 
glorious  day  was  gained  for  the  country.  The  enemy,  frightened  by  the  fury  of  our  brsTo 
republicans,  cowardly  fled  in  every  direction,  leaving  fourteen  loads  of  ammunition,  siitj- 
seven  fire-arms,  most  of  them  fine  French  rifles,  a  few  horses  and  lances,  &c.  We  ai$o 
found  scattered  arms  and  ammunition  in  the  tents  that  have  not  yet  been  removed,  and  tbe 
correspondence  of  the  traitor  Almada,  who  escaped  with  his  sons  and  six  offioers  ow  (be  hiiis. 
They  were  pursued  by  our  men,  guided  by  one  of  Almada*s  deserters,  and  it  is  hoped  be  may 
be  overtaken. 

Sixty- seven  killed  of  the  enemy  have  been  found  on  the  battle-field,  and  thirteen  out  of 
twenty-one  prisoners  were  shot.  On  our  side,  we  regret  the  death  of  two  of  our  eavahy, 
and  nme  men  wounded,  two  of  the  Matamoras  section.  This  explains  the  dead  of  the  eoeaj 
for  our  soldiers. 

All  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  men  engaged  in  this  action  behaved  gallantly,  and  merit  com- 
mendation ;  but  I  will  confine  myself  to  my  own  command,  and  say  I  am  satisfied  with  all 
my  officeraand  men,  but  particularly  with  citizens  Edward  Valenzuela,  Martin  Salido,  Vic^cie 
8.  Ampudia,  and  Jesus  and  Juan  balido,  who  came  to  us  in  the  begiunine  of  the  action,  and 
conducted  thembelves  with  exceeding  bravery. 

Please  accept  my  cougratulations,  and  felicitate  the  governor  of  the  State  on  this  triampli 
of  the  national  arms  over  traitors,  and  commend  the  patriots  of  the  canton  for  the  part  tbejr 
took  in  tbe  engagement. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Alamos,  September  2,  1866. 

JOSfi  M.  BARBEITLL 

The  Civil  Chief  of  the  Canton  of  Matanwras, 

GUAZAPARES,  September  G,  186& 
A  ttue  copy : 

JOSfi  M.  ZEA. 


No.  7. 

GOVERNMENT  AND  MILITARY  COMMANDANCY  OP  THE  STATE  OP  80M0RA. 

General  A.  Martinez,  major  general  of  the  united  brigades^  communicated  to  me  yesterd&j 
the  following  report : 

Ensign  Epifanio  Casanova,  chief  of  our  explorers,  arrived  at  Rayon  on  the  iid  instaoc 
with  the  news  that  a  portion  of  the  enemy*s  cavalry,  numbering  fifty,  had  fallen  upon  ns  ft 
Noria  de  Aquilar,  killing  two  out  of  the  ten  men  there.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Nicolas  Gomate* 
was  instantly  sent  out  with  cavalry  in  pursuit,  joined  by  Santiago  Valle. 

On  the  ^d  Nicolas  Gonzales  had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  that  seemed  to  be  goin^r  to 
Rayon.  We  instantly  sallied  out  to  meet  him.  He  took  the  strong  position  at  Huerta,  sad 
we  encamped  on  a  neighboring  hill.  Our  cavalry  soon  joined  us,  leaving  Captain  C«siM« 
Manjairez  to  watch  the  enemy  two  miles  from  us. 

The  Tepic  lancers,  under  Captain  Severiano  Sanches,  came  up  the  next  day  with  tweotj 
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men  to  watch  ^e  enemy.  As  our  forces  were  not  acquainted  with  the  ^onnd,  the  enemj 
intercepted  the  coBununication  with  ns ;  but,  after  a  slight  skirmish,  thej  got  back  safely  to 
ooreamp. 

The  enemy  was  still  at  Huerta  on  the  4tfa,  and  to  diriodge  him  we  came  to  this  place.  Be- 
fore arriving  at  Nona  we  caught  an  enemy's  scout,  who  told  us  his  force  was  1,000  men  of 
all  anns,  and  four  pieces  of  light  artillery,  commanded  by  the  traitor  Tanori.  On  the  way  we 
bid  notice  that  General  Jesus  Q.  Morales  was  about  to  join  us  with  a  small  force  of  infantry 
and  caTalry. 

At  Xoria  de  Gandara  we  came  up  with  the  Sonora  cavalry,  under  Jos^  Pesquiera.  Before 
TMchmg  Bajadero  three  of  the  enemy^s  spies  were  captured,  who  told  us  that  Langberg  had 
just  passed,  with  an  escort  of  only  fifteen  men,  going  to  join  Tanori.  He  was  pursuea,  but 
not  taken.  We  halted  a  while  at  the  Bajadero,  and  then  went  on  to  Guadalupe,  to  make  it 
the  base  of  our  operations.  The  western  brigades  crossed  the  river  at  the  ford  to  skirmish 
with  the  enemy ;  and  the  Sonora  brigade,  under  Antonio  Bincon,  remained  to  wait  for  Gen- 
o&l  Jesus  G.  Morales.  We  had  hardly  got  to  Santa  Kita  when  Colonel  Davalos  informed 
lu  that  Bincon  told  him  the  enemy,  under  Laneberg  and  Tanori,  had  fallen  upon  him,  and 
be  was  repeating.  We  soon  heard  the  report  of  fire-arms,  and  the  enemy  soon  made  hi^ftp' 
pevmoe  on  an  eminence  in  front  of  Santa  Bita,  his  sharpshooters  pursuing  our  cavalry.  ^  To 
protect  oar  baggage  I  had  it  gathered  on  Santa  Bita  bill,  and  guarded  oy  Colonel  Miguel 
8iha.  We  then  began  our  retreat  in  order,  though  much  harassed  by  the  enemy  attacking 
lu  on  all  sides. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  determined  to  risk  a  battle,  and  I  sent  Colonel  Davalos  with 
kit  Sonora  defenders  and  hunters  to  secure  a  retreat.  In  our  retreat  two  of  our  wagons  stuck 
in  the  mud  and  could  not  be  got  out,  and  a  wounded  man  in  one  of  them  was  killed  by  the 
enemy.    This  incident  made  the  traitors  think  our  forces  demoralized  and  in  full  retreat. 

The  Sonora  cavalry  of  Jos6  Pesquiera  was  not  in  the  action,  because  it  was  called  off  on  other 

The  western  cavalry  brigade  came  upon  the  town  by  the  Paso  de  Aguilar,  and  went  oiv  to 
Omdalupe,  where  the  roar  of  cannon  indicated  the  battle  that  was  going  on.  The  enemy 
«M  ttiacking  the  hunters,  who  defended  themselves  bravely.  The  first  Sonora  battalion, 
Qoder  Prospero  Salazar,  formed  on  our  right  to  protect  our  flank  passage.  All  this  was  done 
Thite  the  battle  was  going  on.  The  enemy  began  by  charging  our  right  flank,  and  was 
heaien  back  to  his  original  position  by  the  Sonora  battalion.  We  were  now  opportunely  re- 
enforced  by  the  second  Sonora  battalion,  under  Tiburcio  Otero.  1  ordered  the  hunters  to 
■ttick  two  pieces  of  artillery  of  the  enemy.  It  was  done-  successfully,  and  the  enemy  was 
repnlted  in  every  direction.  Our  cavalry  charged  his  left  flank  and  routed  it.  Captain 
Fneotes,  with  a  few  men,  took  one  of  the  pieces  of  artillery  and  two  prisoners.  The4)ther 
piece  of  artillery  was  left  on  the  field.    lAUgberg,  chief  of  the  traitors,  was  killed  in  the 

I  then  headed  the  cavalry  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  finding  refuge  in  this  city,  and  was 
mcceMfal  in  my  ^tempt. 

The  behavior  oiout  men  was  admirable ;  our  artillery  was  well  managed  and  did  good 
*^ice.  The  enemy,  of  more  than  1,000  men,  was  routed  by  500  of  ours,  as  many  of  our 
own  could  not  participate. 

On  the  5th  we  strucK  our  tents  and  took  possession  of  Guadalupe,  where  we  remained  till 
the  nij^ht  of  the  fourth.  We  had  ten  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.  The  enemy  had  forty- 
two  killed  and  many  wounded,  escaping  to  the  mountains. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth,  the  first  and  second  Sonom  and  Juarez  battalions,  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  under  Colonel  Adolfo  Alcantara,  left  Guadalupe  and  joined  me  the  next 

We  now  determined  to  advance  on  the  city,  where  there  was  a  garrison  of  300  men  under 
Twan  y  Barrios.  We  afterwards  learned  that  Teran,  Arvallo,  and  Tauori,  overcome  by 
jw,  had  taken  to  flight;  so  the  imperialist  band  in  Sonora  evaporated  likymoke  from  pure 

An  order  for  surrender  was  sent  in,  without  humiliating  conditions,  but  was  refused,  and 
»t  one  o'clock  the  siege  was  begun. 

General  Jesus  G.  Morales  now  came  up  with  seventy  men,  and  was  received  by  shouts 
"12  "'•    ^®  ^^^^  ^®  ^^^  *^^*  Pioquinto  Griego,  one  of  the  imperial  partisans. 

Tie  Gonzales  battalion,  under  Salva,  assaulted  one  of  the  foils,  took  it,  and  gained  a  piece 
«  artillery.  He  then  marched  on  to  another,  but  was  unfortunately  killed,  with  Colonel 
*^n;  Captain  Joaquin  Fuentes  was  badly  wounded,  as  well  as  the  second  adjutant,  Salva- 
^  Alvarez.  Antonio  Slanes  and  Boman  Buisanchez  were  killed  at  the  same  time.  They 
veie  common  soldiers. 

The  next  attack  wa^  on  the  fort  called  La  Correocion  by  the  second  Sonora  battalion  under 
^ro,  and  the  first  under  Colonel  Salazar;  Colonels  Davalos  and  Alcantara  were  to  direct 
<^P«Tations  around  the  place.  At  this  stage  the  enemy  quit  the  Correocion  and  fired  as  he  left, 
wonnding  Major  Jesus  Chaves. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  enemy  left  in  complete  confusion.  Those  defending  the 
^^OTTsccion  were  double  traitors,  because  they  left  eighty  men  on  the  parapet,  and  they  were 
captured;  they  also  left  three  pieces  of  artillery,  their  ammunition,  and  one  hundred  mules. 
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The  enemy  had  forty  killed,  and  lost  oue  hundred  and  sixty  prisonem.    Theare  weie  fonr 
foreigners  among  the  killed. 

The  morning  of  the  sixth  dawned  to  find  no  imperialists  in  the  town.  The  capture  of  Ures 
cost  us  no  great  loss,  but  the  liyes  of  some  valuable  men,  mostly  belonging  to  the  batteikm 
of  cazadores.  I  congratulate  you  en  this  extermination  of  the  so-called  imperial  ^Teminaii 
in  this  State. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  we  are  done,  but  the  hardest  work  is  over,  and  we  may  soon  hope 
for  a  general  peace  in  this  State. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Ures,  September  7,  1866. 

ANGEL  MARTINEZ. 

The  Gbneral-im-Chibf,  Pre$eiU, 

In  having  the  honor  to  transmit  this  to  your  department,  for  the  information  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  republic,  I  must  say  the  oflScers  and  men  of  the  united  brigades  behaved  gallantly, 
and  made  themselves  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  government  of  the  republic  and  the  grati- 
tude of  the  people  of  Sonora.  I  cannot  particularize  persons,  because  many  weJie  prevented 
from  taking  part  in  the  combat. 

Iil^ependence  and  liberty !     Ures,  September  8,  1866. 


The  War  Department,  in  Chihuahua. 


I.  PE8QUIERA. 

J.  F.  AVILA,  Ckitif  Oficer, 


No.  8. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  BRANCH  OP  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  FIRST. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  heard  of  the  operations  communicated  in  General 
Angel  Martinez's  despatch  of  the  7th,  and  sent  to  me  on  the  8th.  He  is  pleased  to  hear  of 
the  defeat  of  Tanori  and  LangOerg  and  the  death  of  the  latter,  as  well  as  the  capture  of  the 
city.  The  conduct  of  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  men  who  took  part  in  the  action  is  duly  ap- 
preciated by  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation,  and  the  importance  of  the  triumph  will 
tend  to  drive  the  traitors  out  of  the  State,  and,  perhaps,  frighten  them  out  of  the  r^mblic 

Independence  and  liberty  !    Chihuahua,  October  5,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

Ckneral  Ignacio  Pesquibra,  Goveruor  and  Military  Commander 

#  of  the  State  of  Sonora^  at  Ures^  (or  wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  9.  « 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— ARMY  OF  THE  WEST— QUARTERS  OF  THE  GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

In  order  to  beat  the  garrison  of  Palos  Prietos,  an  outpost  of  Mazatlan,  one  mile  dirtant,  & 
few  days  ago  I  sent  riflemen  from  the  line  of  Unas  and  Piedra  to  harass  the  enemy  at  night 
in  his  position,  so  that,  getting  used  to  that  system,  he  would  become  careless  and  suffor  hnn- 
self  to  be  surprised.  For  that  purpose  I  set  out  from  UnionvlUe,  ou  the  10th,  with  Ist  and 
2d  infantrv  brigades,  a  part  of  the  4th,  and  some  of  the  5th  and  6th  cavalry. 

The  bad  state  of  the  roads,  caused  by  hard  rains,  deranged  the  preconcerted  corabinadon, 
and  I  determined  to  wait  a  day  longer,  covering  my  plan  by  shooting  towards  the  town.  Ai 
2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  sent  a  column  of  infantry,  under  GenenU  Donnngo 
Rubi,  with  five  aieces  of  mountain  artillery  and  ammunition  for  it,  to  wait  as  a  reserve.  I 
then  ordered  anonier  infantry  column,  under  General  Ascencion  Correa,  with  the  c^rahy  of 
Colonel  £.  Parra,  to  take  a  position  between  the  port  and  Palos  Prietos.  Another  iii£antiT 
column,  under  General  Manuel  Marquez,  was  commanded  ta  attack  the  front  and  right  fiank 
of  the  enemy  in  his  fortified  position.  All  these  commands  were  faithfully  executed,  and  tbt 
principal  entrance  of  Palos  rrietos  was  attacked  by  bayonets  in  the  hands  of  the  valiant  sol- 
diers of  the  above-named  column. 

The  rough  ground,  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  perfect  knowledge  the  defenders  had 
of  their  position,  allowed  all  not  killed  to  escape.  Over  150  killed  were  found  upon  th«  bat- 
tle-field. On  our  side  were  27  killed  and  67  wounded.  Among  those  killed  was  Commander 
Ixgaspi,  and  other  worthy  officers,  who  perished  gloriously  mounting  the  euemy^s  parapets. 
I  will  send  their  names  and  those  of  the  men  killed,  in  a  separate  paper,  as  soon  as  the  proper 
information  is  obtained. 

I  waited  here  for  the  enemy  till  convinced  he  would  not  come  out,  because  expected  tH 
had  not  arrived ;  and  knowing  the  gunboats  would  open  upon  us  as  soon  as  it  was  day.  I 
retired  a  short  distance,  leaving  colonel  Francis  Tolentino  to  watch  the  enemy.  He  would 
not  venture  out  of  his  trenches,  but  plied  his  artillery  vainly  upon  us.  Thinking  if  I  retreated 
he  would  follow  me,  I  ordered  my  torces  to  quarter  at  Yenadillo,  Higueras,  and  Urias^ 
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Mj  Correa  column  was  in  the  rear,  and  70  Africans  attacked  it,  till  100  Jalisco  cavalry 
ind  tiO  libertj  guides  came  np  to  its  aid.  The  former  was  commanded  hj  Colonel  Simon 
Gntienez,  the  latter  by  Colonel  L.  Pintado.  The  enemy  fled  before  them,  leaving  17  killed 
uid  one  commandant  and  17  Arab  horses  in  onr  possession.  Go  this  account  we  may  be 
ftswued  the  enemy  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  200  men,  mostly  French,  without  counting 
one  officer  and  20  men,  mounted  and  armed,  that  came  over  to  the  republican  side,  bringing 
five  traitors  and  one  French  sutler  as  prisoners,  the  last  of  which  was  shot  by  them.  The 
^my  is  badly  demoralized ;  so  much  so  I  think  they  will  evacuate  the  port,  for  they  seem 
to  be  makiug  preparations  now. 

As  the  French  and  traitors  did  not  return  in  force  to  occupy  Palos  Prietos,  I  ordered  it  to 
be  garrisoned  by  some  troops  from  this  army  corps,  withdrawing  the  rest  to  their  former 
positions. 

lliis  I  communicate  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Villa  de  Union,  September  14,  1866. 

RAMON  CARONA. 

The  Minister  of  War  and  Marike,  in  Chihuahua. 


No.  10. 
department  op  state,  office  of  war  and  marine— section  first. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  received,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  your 
despatch  of  the  14th  to  me,  communic€^ing  the  news  of  the  glorious  victory  of  the  ]2tn,  at 
PiJos  Prietas,  one  mile  from  Mazatlan,  killing  over  150  of  the  enemy  dead  on  the  field,  be- 
sides 18  cavalry  that  charged  on  the  rear  of  the  Degollado  battallion,  which  was  retiring  to 
in  qnartexB  at  Venadillo,  Hig^eras,  and  Unas,  as  yon  ordered,  with  the  hope  of  attacking 
the  enemy  again  in  the  same  fort,  if  he  came  back  ;  but  seeing  that  he  did  not,  on  the  other 
hand,  concentrate  along  the  line  of  the  fort,  you  ordered  the  troops  of  this  army  corps  to 
occupy  the  fort  permanently,  and  the  rest  to  retire  to  their  former  positions. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Chihuahua,  October  8,  1866. 

MEjJIA. 

General  Ramon  Corona, 

Chief  of  the  WeaUm  Army  Corps,  at  VUla  de  Union, 


No.  11. 


Mazatlan,  Mexico,  September  19, 1866. 

Since  my  last,^  matters  in  Sinaloa  have  been  much  the  same  as  at  my  previous  dates,  Corona 
tnnoying  the  French  in  every  way  possible.  From  his  batteries  on  Holdemess  island  he 
eMily  threw  shells  into  the  town,  which  have  done  some  little  damage.  To  drive  him  from 
the  Garita,  the  French  troops  were  sent  to  occupy  Palos  Prietas,  and  Corona  fell  back  to  the 
Presidio.  On  the  11th  instant,  however,  the  Mexicans  surrounded  the  imperialists,  drove 
them  from  their  garrison,  captured  two  guns,  and  held  the  works  until  the  French  were  re- 
eoforced  from  this  city. 

In  this  battle,  the  most  severe  engagement  they  have  yet  had,  the  French  lost  150  killed 
and  wounded ;  the  imperial  Mexicans  admit  their  loss  to  be  300;  and  it  is  said  that  Corona 
lost  850.  After  being  so  roughly  handled,  Palos  Prietas  was  evacuated  by  the  French,  who 
retired  to  their  fortification  at  IkJtazatlan. 

The  Continental  arrived  to>day  from  Guaymas,  bringing  some  important  news  from  Sonora, 
which  I  give  a&  I  had  it  from  a  passenger : 

occupation  of  HERM08ILL0. 

General  Pesquiera  occupied  Hermosillo  about  the  middle  of  August,  where  he  was  en- 
thusiastically received.  Colonel  Fistier,  commanding  the  French  at  Guaymas,  left  that  city 
with  bis  entire  force  on  the  18th  ultimo,  to  join  Lanberg  and  Tanori,  and  drive  Pesquiera 
froin^ennosillo.  The  heat  was  intense,  and  he  lost  several  men  by  sun-stroke  during  the 
march.  On  his  arrival  at  Hermosillo,  on  the  24th,  he  found  that  Pesquiera  had  left  the  day 
previous,  with  many  wagons  loaded  with  supplies,  6lq,  Lanberg  and  Tanori  did  not  care 
to  act  in  concert  with  the  French,  thinking  the  liberals  were  too  strong  to  admit  of  an  attack. 
The  entire  fiulure  of  the  expedition  from  Guaymas,  the  loss  of  his  men,  and  care  and  anxiety 
had  80  depressed  Colonel  Fistier  that  he  put  a  pistol  ball  through  his  head  to  end  his  misery 
and  diijgprace.  Colonel  Fistier  had  been  for  some  time  in  command  of  the  French  troops  at 
Gnajmas,  and  his  gentlemanly  condu'jt  and  conciliatory  bearing  had  won  him  the  esteem 
of  every  one. 
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UBERAL  SUCCESSES. — CAPTURE  OF  UEKS. 

About  the  first  of  the  month.  General  Martinez,  of  the  liberal  forces,  mavched  to  attach 
Ures,  which  was  defended  by  G^enerals  Lanberg  and  Tanori,  the  Yaqui  Indians,  who  ha78 
of  late  been  so  successfdl  in  their  battles. 

The  principal  fight  took  place  on  the  4th  instant,  at  Gnadalonpe,  a  small  town  some  eight 
leasnies  from  Urea.  It  was  very  severely  contested,  bnt  ended  in  the  utter  defeat  hud  roQ( 
of  tne  imperialists.  Lanber^  was  killed,  and  Tanori  escaped  to  Ouavmas,  where  be  arrired 
on  the  10th,  with  about  hall  a  dozen  men.  It  is  said  that  when  the  death  of  Lanberg  was  rt- 
ported  to  Martinez  he  discredited  it,  whereupon  a  Mexican  soon  rode  up,  dragging  toe  bodr 
of  the  unfortunate  general  with  his  riata.  The  body  was  afterwards  hong  to  a  tree  and  dMtb 
threatened  any  person  who  should  cut  it  do^-n.  The  same  day  Martinez  moved  on  to  Uies, 
which  was  garrisoned  by  some  three  hundred  men,  who,  ignorant  of  the  fight  at  Gnadalonpe, 

fave  battle,  and  were  utterly  cut  to  pieces.    No  quarter  was  given,  and  the  place  was  sacked 
y  the  soldiers. 

EVACUATION  OP  GUAYMAS. 

On  the  11th  instant,  notice  was  given  that  Guaymas  would  be  evacuated  on  the  13tk,  and 
that  those  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  taken  who  chose  to  go.  At  the  same  time,  a  feaiM 
picture  was  drawn  of  the  destruction  of  life  and  property  tluit  would  ensue  on  the  arrival  of 
the  liberals. 

Many  of  the  poor  people  fled  the  place,  and  all  of  the  French  merchants  took  refage  oa 
board  the  ships  of  war.  On  the  13tD,  the  transport  Rhin  and  another  vessel  sailed^  crowded 
with  troops  and  passengers.  Before  leaving,  however,  the  French  filled  several  boats  wiik 
arms  and  ammunition  K»r  the  Yaqui  Indians,  telling  them  that  after  their  departure  the  efty 
would  be  at  their  (the  Yaqui's)  mercy,  and  that  there  was  plenty  of  booty  in  it  for  thsB. 
Tbe  utmost  consternation  prevailed  when  the  dastardly  act  was  known  in  the  city.  Tbe 
Americans  placed  themselves  under  the  orders  of  Consul  Conner,  a  home-guard  wi 
ized,  and  every  precaution  taken  against  surprise. 

The  house  of  the  consul  was  crowded  with  people  seeking  protection,  and  hia 
rooms  were  filled  with  merchandise  and  personal  effects.  On  the  evening  of  the  I4th  ii 
the  city  was  illuminated,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  nearly  half  the  houses  were  dso- 
orated  with  American  flags.  That  same  day,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning.  General  Martinez 
entered  the  city  with  a  small  body  of  CAvalry— the  greater  portion  of  his  force  having  bsen 
sent  to  clean  out  the  Yaqui  Indians.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  took  formal  possession  of  tbe 
Plaza,  and  issued  a  proclamation  guaranteeing  protection  in  their  persons  and  property  to 
all  who  remained  quietly  at  home,  and  denouncing  in  strong  terms  tbe  misrepreseniatioos 
made  by  the  French  on  their  departure.  Wonderful  to  relate,  an  American  mau-of>war  was 
in  tbe  harbor— the  Saranac  having  that  morning  arrived.  When  people  were  told  of  it,  Uiej 
would  not  credit  it.  *Tell  us,"  said  they,  **that  a  man-of-war  is  nere  to  protect  us!"  Bot 
really,  is  it  not  strange,  that  with  all  the  American  interest  at  stake  in  Sonora  and  Sinaloa. 
and  Lower  California,  we  have  had  no  vessels  here  to  look  out  for  us  7  There  are  enough 
on  the  coast,  but  the  commauders  find  Panama  and  Acapulco,  where  they  can  get  New  Y«rk 
and  San  Francisco  papers  three  times  a  mouth,  in  more  need  of  their  presence  ihan  we  m. 
"That's  what's  the  matter." 


No.  12. 

EVACUATION  OF  GUAYMAS. 

Mazatlak,  September  91,  1866. 

In  giving  you  the  news  from  this  place  I  can  only  mention  one  or  two  occurrences  that  I 
could  flatter  myself  would,  in  the  least  degree,  interest  your  numerous  readers.  First  and 
most  important  is  the  evacuation  of  Guaymas  by  the  French  aud  imperial  forces,  which  took 
place  on  the  12th  instant,  and  the  place  was  immediately  occupied  by  the  liberal  forces. 

Coronals  movtmenU, — Next  on  the  tapis  comes  the  attack  of  Corona  on  the  advanced  posi- 
tioDS  of  this  place,  which  took  place  on  the  night  of  the  llth  or  morning  of  the  I2ih,  at  Si 
a.  m.,  by  Corona  advancing  at  the  head  of  four  thousand  men  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  milf 
of  Palos  Prietas  (a  fortified  palisade,  about  two  miles  from  the  Plaza, )  and,  under  cover  of 
the  darkness,  throwing  about  seven  hundred  men,  under  command  of  Colonels  Grenades  and 
Martinez,  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  thereby  cutting  off  communication  with  the  town,  and  it 
three  o'clock  a.  m  a  simultaneous  attack  was  made  on  the  rear,  side  and  front  of  the  south 
wing  of  the  position,  which,  after  three  charges,  was  entered  from  the  rear,  Grenadoa  takmf 
one  piece  of  artillery  and  gaining  possession  of  the  imperial  magazine. 

At  this  critical  moment  for  the  small  garrison,  (commanded  by  Captain  Delatask  as^ 
composed  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  French  and  Mexican  troops,)  Captain  Delatask  calif^ 
for  volunteers  to  retake  the  piece,  when  Lieutenant  Maire  of  the  sixty-second  French  r^- 
ment,  at  the  head  of  forty  men,  advanced  to  the  charge  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  tad 
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socoeeded  in  reacliiiiff  tlie  cannon  and  cutting  down  tbose  loading  it,  but  he  enconntered  so 
deadlj  a  fire  from  aUsides  that  hei  was  compelled  to  retire ;  but  as  it  was  life  or  death  to  the 
garrison,  he  again  rallied,  and^  at  the  head  of  twenty-five  men,  succeeded  this  time  in  taking 
the  piece  and  turning  it  on  the  enemy,  when  two  companies  from  the  north  side  being  ordered 
to  re^Dforce  him,  thej  succeeded  in  clearing  the  works  and  steadily  maintained  their  position, 
ind  keeping  up  a  rapid  discharge  of  musketry  until  re-enforcements  under  Commander 
Bobiero  reachea  them  from  the  city,  (who  had  to  fight  their  way  to  the  place  through  the 
liberal  forces  there  stationed,  and  did  not  reach  their  hotly  pressed  comrades  until  after  four 
o'clock  a.  m.,)  when  the  garrison  continued  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  battalion 
of  Cazadores  and  cavalry  arrived  and  a  general  advance  was  made,  driving  the  liberals  back, 
and  at  ten  o'clock  all  was  over  save  random  shooting. 

The  utmost  bravery  is  said  to  have  been  exhibited  by  both  sides.  Captain  Delatask  is 
higblv  spoken  of  for  his  coolness  and  bravery  during  so  trying  a  time,  keeping  back  by  a 
huidral  of  determined  soldiers  such  a  superior  force.  Lieutenant  Maire  is  now  enjoying  the 
pniseofallfor  his  daring  feats  in  facing  almost  certain  death  for  the  preservation  of  the 
garrison.  Colonel  Grenades,  of  the  attaddng  party,  is  said  to  have  had  three  horses  and  a 
mule  killed  under  him,  and  several  bullets  pierced  his  clothing  and  beard,  but  he  received 
DO  wound — a  strange  occurrence,  as  it  is  said  of  him  he  never  was  in  a  battle  before  without 
reeeiying  from  one  to  a  half  dozen.  In  the  advance  of  the  imperial  troops  in  the  morning, 
tbe  ckaMcurs  d'Afrique,  with  their  fine  Arabians,  were  drawn  into  an  ambuscade  and  were 
Tooefaly  handled,  losing  some  very  valuable  horses  and  a  good  many  men.  Alonzo  Ridley, 
an  American,  received  a  commission  as  captain  in  the  imperial  service,  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Afier  tke  battle. — ^The  sight  which  met  the  eye  of  the  beholder  after  the  fight  was  horrible 
beyond  description,  most  of  the  dead  having  been  killed  by  the  bayonet,  sword,  or  machetas 
of  the  eontenaing  parties,  and  gave  evidence  with  what  desperation  the  defence  had  been 
made,  when  only  massacre  stared  them  in  the  face. 

iirtscef(aiieoif5.— News  from  Guaymas  gives  account  of  the  killing  of  General  Lanberg,  of 
tlie  imperial  army. 

City  of  Mexico  papers  announce  the  death  of  Frank  Mullen,  (an  ex  officer  of  the  confed- 
ente  army,  and  since  in  command  of  Contra  Guerrillas  with  Meiia.)  at  Cordova,  of  fever. 

Many  are  looking  forward  to  the  evacuation  of  this  place  by  the  imperialists,  but  consider- 
able doubt  is  expressed  as  to  it  since  the  news  ot  President  Johnson's  proclamation  in  regard 
to  blockading,  and  it  is  now  thought  by  many  that  it  will  be  held  until  the  final  evacuation 
of  the  country  by  the  French. 


No.  13. 


Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Guaymas,  September  11,  1866. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  evacuation  of  this  port  and  the  State  of 
Sonera  b;  the  French  squadron  and  land  forces  will  take  place  on  the  14th  instant.  I  have 
been  officially  informed  of  this  fact  by  the  admiral  in  command.  The  preparations  for  em- 
barcation  wmch  have  been  going  on  for  a  few  days,  and  the  fact  of  the  withdrawal  of  these 
forces,  have  created  a  panic  among  the  population,  both  native  and  foreign,  and,  in  conse- 
<iaeDee,  the  steamer  which  leaves  on  the  I3th  for  Mazatlan  and  San  Francisco  will  be  crowded 
beyond  her  capacity.  The  French  portion  of  the  community,  and  Mexicans  who  have  been 
compromised,  or  who  have  given  support  to  the  empire,  are  making  every  exertion  to  escape 
tbe  almost  certain  retribution  which  awaits  them  at  the  hands  of  the  incoming  liberals.  Tne 
merchants  and  respectable  families  not  compromised  in  these  political  difficulties,  apprehend- 
iiig  danger  from  tne  lower  classes  during  the  interim  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Frencn  troops 
^  the  entering  of  the  liberal  forces,  have  sought  the  protection  of  this  consulate,  as  no  one 
bere  appeared  to  be  able  to  suggest  or  move  in  a  plan  to  protect  tlie  place  from  rapine  or 
niurder.  I  informed  the  admiral  and  the  commander  of  the  place  that  I  would  communicate 
tbe  fact  and  the  time  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  of  General  Pesquiera,  chief  of  the  liberal 
forces  of  the  State,  in  order  that  he  might  be  ready  to  take  possession  immediately,  and 
tbereby  guarantee  order  and  security.  With  the  approval  of  these  officers  I  have  despatched 
a  messenger  to  General  Pesquiera  with  this  information  and  with  an  appeal  to  his  generosity 
in  behalf  of  those  who  are  threatened  with  ruin,  and  who  are  now  preparing  to  flee  the  coun- 
try. ^  I  trust  his  answer  will  be  conciliatory  and  humane.  The  knowledge  of  the  fact  of  my 
baring  communicated  with  Pesquiera  has  restored  quiet  to  the  place,  and  many  hope  yet  to 
be  able  to  remain  in  their  homes.  The  steamer  for  San  Francisco  will  leave  on  the  IStb,  when 
I  may  be  able  to  report  the  city  quiet  again  in  the  possession  of  the  officers  of  the  constitu- 
tional government, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfrilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  CONNER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  IVaskington,  D,  C. 
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SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Setoard, 
[TransUtion.] 

Mbxican  Legation  in  thb  Unitbd  States  of  America, 

Washington,  November  27,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  iufonnation  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  mentioned  in  the  annexed 
index,  mostly  taken  from  the  official  paper  of  the  government  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  and  containing  chiefly  ofl^cial  reports  of  military  operations  in  the 
northern  military  division  of  the  Mexican  republic,  from  June  to  Septemb^  of 
the  present  year. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  favorable  occasion  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  tlie 
assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  i^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Index  of  documents  sent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington  to  the  Department  of  Suit  oj 
the  United  States,  with  the  note  of  this  date,  relating  to  the  military  operations  of  the  norther* 
army  of  the  Mexican  republic  from  June  to  September,  1866. 

Contents. 


Official  report  of  Gen<«ral  Escobedo  to  the  minister  of  war,  in  relation  to  the 

capitulation  of  Matamoras  made  between  General  Carvajal  and  Tomas 

Mejia. 
Opinion  of  the  qnartermaster  general  of  the  army  of  the  north  on  said  (a- 

pitulation. 
Text  of  the  capitnlation. 
The  minister  of  war  to  Greneral  Escobedo,  informing  him  that  the  govtm- 

ment  disapproves  of  the  capitulation  a^eed  upon  between  GenenU  C&r* 

vi^al  and  Don  Tomas  Mejia,  and  ordering  Greneral  Carvnjal  to  be  tried 

by  court-martial. 
The  appointment  of  General  Tapia  as  governor  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas. 
General  Tapia  to  the  minister  of  war,  accepting  the  office. 
Aji  act  drawn  up  in  Matamoras  rejecting  General  Carrajal  as  guTemor  Uil 

making  Colonel  Canales  governor  for  the  time  being. 
Proclamation  of  Colonel  Canales. 
The  minister  of  war  informs  General  Tapia  that  the  government  disap|ffOT« 

of  the  events  that  occurred  in  Matamoras  on  the  12th. 
Colonel  Canales  to  the  minister  of  relations,  communicating  to  him  all  tbtt 

happened  in  Matamoras  on  the  day  of  the  12th. 
Reply  of  the  minister  of  relations  to  the  preceding. 

Colonel  Canales  communicates  the  events  of  the  12th  to  the  minister  of  war. 
The  miu inter  of  war's  reply  to  Colonel  Canales's  note. 
Colonel  Canales  communicates  the  capitulation  of  Tampico  to  the  ministei 

of  war. 
Text  of  the  capitulation. 
The  minister  of  war  informs  the  governor  of  Tamaulipas  that  the  capitnlft- 

tion  is  approved,  with  certain  restrictions. 
Tampico  correspondence,  giving  details  of  the  political  situation  of  tkst 

port. 
Official  report  of  Greneral  Arce  on  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Kazas,  iatk 

State  of  Durango. 
Reply  of  the  minister  of  war  to  the  above  despatch. 
Official  report  of  General  Escobedo  to  the  minister  of  war  on  the  occupation 

of  the  cities  of  Monterey  and  Saltillo  by  the  forces  under  his  cominftii<i 
The  minister  of  war's  reply  to  the  above  despatch. 
General  'Escobedo's  proclamation. 
Official  report  of  General  Viezca  on  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  SaltiHo, 

the  capital  of  the  State  of  Coahuila. 
Reply  of  the  miniHter  of  war. 
Letter  of  General  Viezca  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  on  the  submisaon 

of  the  traitors  Quiroga  and  Campos.                   ^^            j 
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•    No.  1. 

MEXICikN  REPUBUC— NORTHERN  ARMY  CORPS. 

By  the  enclosed  docaqients  you  will  hear  of  the  capitulation  of  the  traitor  Tomas  Mejia 
to  G^sneral  Joan  Jo8^  de  la  C^za,  and  the  terms  of  the  samOt  together  with  the  remarks  of 
the  qnarlermaster  general' of  the  army  under  my  command  on  that  subject. 

When  Ireached  this  place,  citizen  minister,  I  could  have  annulled  the  stipulations  between 
the  traitor  Mejia  and  General  Oarza,  as  the  latter  had  no  power  to  negotiate  with  a  traitor 
who  had  done  so  much  harm  to  the  nation ;  but  I  wanted  to  Qoufiue  myself  to  the  chief  duty 
of  making  war  on  the  enemies  of  my  countar,  and  for  that  reason  I  wrote  to  the  governor 
general  that  I  was  displeased  with  the  act,  for  General  Garza  aud  Carvajal  came  from  abroad 
to  Mexico,  and  had  no  right  to  let  Mejia  off,  helping  him  away  and  securing  him  from  danger; 
therefore  I  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  army  of  the  north  and  of  the  supreme  government, 
against  the  offence. 

If  General  Garza  and  Carvajal  had  not  contributed  to  Mejia's  evasion,  he  might  have  got 
awaj  alone,  without  a  soldier,  for  I  was  marching  upon  the  town  ;  now  he  can  go  on  with 
the  war,  and  the  blood  of  our  soldiers,  shed  on  the  battle-field  in  defence  of  their  country, 
will  be  sterile  in  its  results.  In  fine,  citizen  minister,  when  the  traitor  Mejia  was  in  a  bad 
fix,  after  the  glorious  victory  of  Santa  Gertrudis,  two  Mexican  generals  living  i^  the  United 
States  of  the  north,  went  over  into  Mexico  and  assisted  him  to  get  away.  Let  me  call  your 
particular  attention  to  this  fact,  and  ask  you  to  make  it  known  to  the  President  of  the  re- 
public  that  he  may  decide  upon  it. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Port  of  Matamoras,  June  29,  1866. 

M.  ESCOBEDD. 

The  Minister  op  War  and  Marine 

of  the  Mexican  Republic,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  2. 

MEXICAN  REPUBUC,  ARMY  CORPS  OP  THE  NORTH— GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 

General  .Santiago  Tapia,  quartermaster  of  the  army  of  the  north,  reports  to  me  on  the  25th 
IS  follows : 

'^Bemarks  on  the  terms  of  capitulation  between  General*  Juan  Jos^  de  la  Garza  and  the 

traitor  Meji^  addressed  by  the  quartermaster  of  the  army  of  the  north  to  the  general-in -chief 

of  the  same. 

"  CmzEN  General  :  The  undersigned,  believing  it  to  be  of  great  importance  for  the  po- 
litical future  of  the  country — the  capitulation  made  by  the  traitor  Mejia  to  General  Juiui  J. 
^e  la  Garza — has  reflected  upon  it  seriously,  and  taking  it  in  a  military  point  of  view  as  well 
M  political,  patriotic,  and  humanitarian,  expresses  his  opinion,  sunported  by  the  iustice  and 
testimony  of  his  own  conscience,  regretting  that  his  Umited  capacity  does  not  allow  him  to 
do  fall  justice  to  the  subject. 

'^The  citizen  General  Garza,  In  communicating  with  the  enemy,  did  not  act  according  to 
tbe  precepts  of  military  law,  for  he  was  in  a  foreign  country  without  forces  to  threaten  Mat- 
amoras, and  was  in  no  condition  where  the  laws  of  war  permit  a  capitulation  like  this  which 
we  are  discussing.  Moreover,  as  your  army  was  near  the  before-mentioned  place  and  had 
just  gained  a  victory,  and  was  on  the  way  with  ample  elements  to  destroy  the  enemy  that 
farrisoned  Matamoras,  and  as  the  affair  of  Santa  Gertrudis  had  caused  a  panic,  and  the 
enemy  was  far  from  aid,  among  hostile  people,  and  did  not  even  trust  their  oflBcers  and  chiefs, 
it  was  General  Garza's  duty  to  let  you  decide  upon  the  proposals  made  by  the  traitor 
Mejia. 

"It  is' certain  the  place  could  have  been  occupied  without  conditions,  for  I  am  sure  you 
would  not  have  compromised  with  the  traitors,  but  would  have  executed  our  laws  upon 
them. 

"Considering  these  circumstances,  the  citizen  General  Garza  ought  not  to  have  interfered, 
but  should  have  delivered  the  enemy  up  to  the  chiefs  who  are  sustaining  the  rights  of  their 
country  by  force  of  arms.  Now,  taxing  into  consideration  the  power  citizen  General  Garza 
was  supposed  to  have  to  act  in  the  manner  he  did,  it  may  be  observed  he  forgot  in  a  lament- 
able manner  that  General  Carvajal,  being  abroad,  had  no  rights  of  any  kind  in  the  political 
or  military  affajfs  of  our  country,  and  therefore  could  not  legally  accept  any  obligation,  or 
assent  to  any  act  that  did  not  benefit  the  country. 

"IfUiose  citiitens  had  wanted  to  do  a  positive  service  to  the  country,  they  might  have 
collected  what  forces  they  could  around  Matamoras,  and  annoyed  the  enemy,  even  at  a  dis- 
tance^ and  prevented  his  escape  by  land.  But  instead  of  that.  General  Garza  allowed  Mejia 
to  triumph  unexpectedly  by  getting  off  with  his  troops,  arms,  and  ammunition ;  and  so  the 
traitor  escaped,  and  will  probably  go  to  Maximilian  and  make  him  believe  it  was  by  strategy 
he  got  away,  instead  of  by  an  error  of  General  Garza  and  his  aids. 
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"  In  this  case  positive  advantages  were  sacrifioed'for  the  pleasore  of  holding  MatamoiiB  t 
few  days,  gpreaUj  to  the  nationu  injury ;  and  Garza  violated  the  laws  of  war  bj  f^naHiD^ 
honors  to  triutors  that  shonld  only  be  granted  to  loyal  and  worthy  enemies.  I  wHl  not  an- 
alyze Creneral  6arza*s  conduct  in  hastening  the  capitulation  mentioned,  because  I  think  bm 
incapable  of  wishing  to  appropriate  to  himself  the  nonors  of  a  victoi^  gained  by  others,  asd 
where  he  was  not  even  present ;  but  I  regret  his  treatment  ol  an  Miemy  undeeerving  the 
rights  of  war. 

**  The  political  aspect  of  the  capitulation  contains  ruinous  principles,  those  of  learing 
criminals  unpunished,  when  the  laws  of  the  country  are  strictly  applicable  to  the  traitorooi 
offenders.  * 

**  The  pardon  of  Mejia  will  encourage  traitors  and  destroy  all  political  morality,  and  hen- 
after  any  one  may  trample  on  the  laws  with  impunity.  If  traitors  are  thus  permitted  to 
treat  with  loyal  leaders — and  all  adherents  of  the  empire  are  traitors — it  establishes  a  fitsl 
precedent  that  will  do  great  injury  to  the  country,  leave  traitors  unpunished,  and  allow  aDj 
one  to  scoff  at  national  justice. 

** It  is  demonstrated  that  in  wars  like  the  one  we  are  now  waging  all  nations  adopts 
fixed  policy  towards  foreign  enemies  and  invaders  and  traitors  who  aid  them  ;  and  these 
principles  or  that  policy  have  not  been  observed  in  Mejia's  oapitulation,  for  he  and  his  cod- 
temptible  adherents  ought  to  have  forfeited  their  lives  upon  tne  scaffold.  The  enemies  of 
our  country  Attrfbute  to  the  republican  party  all  sorts*  of^  mean  aspiralions,  and  say  we  we 
acting  to  gratify  exaggerated  passion ;  but  does  such  lenity  prove  it  1  Fortunately  for  the 
good  name  of  Mexico,  frequent  acts  of  abnegation  and  endurance,  united  to  the  greatest  un- 
selfishness, and  sacrifices  of  large  fortunes  as  well  as  private  interests  dear  to  the  heait  of 
man,  have  been  offered  as  a  holocaust  by  our  brothers  upon  the  altars  of  the  country,  sad 
they  refute  all  those  truthless  and  undeserved  assertions. 

**  Reflecting  on  the  strange  wav  in  which  Matamoras  was  occupied,  I  have  sometimes 
thought  the  authors  of  the  plan  believed  they  were  acting  humanely  in  compromising  with 
the  traitors  and  not  shedding  their  blood  when  they  were  in  a  very  perilous  position,  not 
considering  that  Mejia,  with  those  resources  in  his  hands,  now  with  perfect  liberty  to  nse 
them  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  capitulation,  may  cause  the  ruin  of  numberless  families;  for 
his  ferocious  nature  will  impel  him  to  dash  upon  the  friends  of  those  who  sp«ured  hb  life 
with  more  bitterness  than  ever ;  and  in  a  few  days  he  will  begin  operations  in  the  direction 
of  Tampico,  on  the  forces  of  the  patriotic  Colonel  Ascencion  Gk>mez,  and  then  the  nation, 
the  motners,  widows,  and  orphans  who  are  mourning  the  loss  of  dear  relatives  and  cherished 
friends,  will  curse  those  who  are  trully  to  blame  for  the  calamities. 

**  I  have  here  given  my  opinion  with  the  frankness  that  characterises  roe,  and  in  com- 
pliance with  my  duty  on  accepting  the  place  of  quartermaster  of  your  army  to  be  useful  to 
my  country  in  every  way,  and  to  speak  to  you  loyally  whenever  circumstances  lequiTS  it, 
and  when  my  silence  might  compromise  me  before  my  fellow-citizens.  Therefore  it  is  mj 
duty,  as  general  of  the  republic  and  quartermaster  of  this  army,  to  say  to  you  that  I  deem 
the  honor  of  the  nation  insulted  if  you  do  not  protest  against  and  make  void  the  strange  and 
pertinicious  capitulation  made  by  Qeneral  Garza  and  others,  since  it  benefited  Mejia  and  ofl* 
Mexico,  helping  the  traitors,  and  thus  criminating  themselves  as  uders  and  abettors  of  treason, 
that  threatens  to  overthrow  our  national  independence. 

**  To  prevent  the  republic  and  other  nations  that  regard  us  from  supposing  us  to  be  accom- 

{>lice8,  through  false  prudence,  of  a  crime  that  tarnishes  the  honor  of  toe  country,  violates  the 
aws  and  encourages  our  enemies,  forgetting  or  disregarding  the  vespect  due  to  the  supreme 
autl'.ority,  we  ought,  with  all  the  energy  of  reason,  justice,  and  right,  protest,  as  I  reconh 
mended  you,  against  the  said  capitulation.  Notwithstanding  the  reasons  I  have  given,  on 
examining  them,  I  am  sure  you  will  act  as  your  political  conscience  dictates,  directed  by 
the  responsibility  that  hangs  over  you  as  general-in-chief  of  an  army  corps  in  the  field,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  general  ordinances  of  that  army. 
*'  Independence  and  liberty !     Matamoras,  June  2o,  1866. 

"SANTIAGO  TAPIA." 

This  I  communicate  to  you  for  your  information  and  cbmmunication  to  the  citizen  Pres- 
ident of  the  republic. 
Independence  and  liberty .'    Port  of  Matamoras,  June  29,  1866. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 
The  Minister  of  War  and  Marine 

of  the  Mexican  Republic^  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  3. 


MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— northern    ARMY  CORPS — SEAL. 

In  the  heroic  city  of  Matamoras,  on  June  22,  1866,  appeared  Greneral  Don  Tomas  Mfjia, 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  city  commissioners,  Messrs.  Augustin  Menchaca,  Juan  Prado  and 
Antonio  de  la  Garza  Chapa,  and  on  the  other,  General  Juan  Jc«^  de  la^Garaa.  autliorixed  b/ 
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the  ifovemor  of  Tamanlipas,  General  Jos^  M.  J.  Carv^'al,  to  treat  about  the  sarreDder  of  the 
town,  under  certain  conduiotis,  who  agreed  upon  the  basis  contained  in  the  following  articles : 
AimcLB  1.  General  Mejia  deliyers  the  town  of  Matamoras,  within  fortj-eight  honrs,  to 
GeDerai  Joan  Josd  de  la  Garza,  chief  of  the  Tamaulipas  division,  now  operating  on  Mata- 
morts. 

Article  2.  The  reception  of  the  town  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  itsnal  formalities, 
and  in  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  forces,  armament.  &c. 

Article  3.  General  Mejia  is  allowed  to  withdraw  the  rest  of  his  division,  with  arms  and 
two  Toands  for  each  man,  on  the  Bagdad  road,  without  molestation  by  the  liberal  forces. 

Article  4.  The  inhabitants  shall  be  goaranteed  in  their  lives,  property,  and  general 
interests,  without  prosecution,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  molestadou  for  former  political  opinions 
or  conduct 

Article  5.  The  State  government  reserves  the  right  of  trying  the  principal  persons  whose 
eondact  needs  investigation  for  pnblic  vindication. 
And  as  proof,  and  for  subsequent  effect,  the  present  is  signed  in  duplicate. 

TOAUS  MEJIA. 
JUAN  PR  ADO. 
AUGUSTIN  MENCHACA. 
ANTONIO  DE  LA  GARZA  CHAPA. 
JUAN  JOSfi  DE  LA  GARZA. 

Hbadquarters  at  Ranciiito,  June  23,  1866-~3  a.  m. 
I  ratify  the  above. 

CARVAJAL. 

Ranchito,  June  23, 1866. 
A  certified  copy  of  the  original. 

EMILIO  VELASCO,  Secretary, 

Matamoras,  June  29,  1866. 
I  certify  to  this  copy. 

F.  C.  DORIA,  Secretary, 


No.  4. 


DEPARTMEKT  OP  STATE — OFFICE  OP  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  FIRST. 

With  this  date,  I  say  to  the  citizen  general  of  division,  Jos^  M.  J.  Carvajal,  governor 
sna  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  as  follows : 

"  In  a  communication  from  the  citizen  generat-in-chief  of  the  northern  army  corps,  dated 
at  Matamoras  the  29th  June,  to  which  is  annexed  a  copy  of  the  caj)itulation  made  by  you, 
through  your  commissioner,  Juan  Jos6  de  la  Garza,  with  Tomas  Mejia,  chief  of  the  garrison 
of  that  town,  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  learned  that  when  the  enemy  was 
routed  at  Santa  Gertrudis,  and  all  alive  were  taken  prisoners,  leaving  their  artillery  in  our 
liaods,  with  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  a  quantity  of  goods,  to  the  terror  of  the  small  garri- 
son of  Matamoras,  on  which  the  victorious  forces  were  marching,  you,  just  arrived  in  Tam- 
wilipas  from  the  United  States,  instead  of  collecting  troops  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the 
traitors,  entered  into  negotiations  with  them  and  helped  them  to  escape  with  the  honors  of 
v&r,  and  giving  them  guarantees  that  only  the  supreme  government  could  grant. 

"The  citizen  President  cannot  understand  the  reason  you  had  for  acting  in  that  manner, 
making  a  treaty  with  the  enemy  when  you  had  no  furct^s  to  compel  him  to  it,  and  General 
Bscobedo  was  advancing  on  Matamoras  by  forced  marches. 

** Therefore  it  has  been  determined  to  decree  as  follows  : 

"First.  The  capitulation  made  by  you  on  the  2*2d  of  June,  through  your  commissioner, 
Joan  Jos^  de  la  Garza,  with  Don  Tomas  Mejia,  chief  of  the  Matamoras  garrison,  is  hereby 
declared  null  and  of  no  force,  because  those  who  made  it  on  the  part  Of  the  republican  gov- 
ernment had  not  the  proper  authority. 

"Second.  Therefore,  l)oth  you  and  Juan  Jo84  de  la  Garza,  who  are  responsible  for  the  act, 
shall  be  subject  to  trial,  you  answering  for  the  capitulation,  and  Juan  Jos6  de  la  Garza,  in 
pftrt  for  same,  and  for  other  misconduct  during  this  war,  which  I  communicate  to  you  by 
order  of  the  citizen  President  for  your  information,  and  that  you  may  issue  the  necessary 
orders  for  the  execution  of  the  above  decrees." 

I  transcribe  this  to  you,  for  your  information,  in  reply  to  your  note  of  the  29th  June, 
enclosing  the  opinion  of  the  quartermaster  general  of  the  army  corps  on  the  subject. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Chihuahua,  August  4,  lt306.  • 

MEJIA. 

General  Mariano  Escobedo,  *  * 

Ckirf  of  the  Northern  Army  Corps,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 
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No.  5. 

DEPARTMENT    OP    FOREIGN     RELATIONS    AND  GOVERNMENT— GOVERNMENT  BRANCH- 
SECTION  FIRST. 

Trusting  to  your  patriotnm,  and  as  a  reward  for  yonr  services,  the  citizen  President  of  tke 
repablic  has  been  pieai^ed  to  appoint  you  governor  of  the  State  of  Tainaulipas.  I  send  joa 
instructions  in  another  paper,  ordering  you  to  repair  to  that  territory  without  delay,  to  be^ 
the  duties  of  your  office.  I  enclose  this  despatch  to  citizen  General  Jos^  M.  de  J.  Carvajal, 
former  governor  of  that  State,  for  his  instruction. 
Independence  and  liberty .'     Chihuahua,  August  7,  1866. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  Oeneral  Santiago  Tapia, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Tamatdipaa. 


No.  6. 


MEXICAN  REPUBUC— NATIONAL  ARMY— GENERAL  OF  BRIGADE. 

CmzEN  Minister  :  I  leam  with  pleasure  from  your  note  of  the  7th  instant  of  the  appdnt- 
ment  of  myself  as  governor  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  repoblk. 

I  accept  the  office,  but  I  must  say  that  I  do  it  because  the  State  is  in  trouble  in  eveiy 
branch  of  its  administration,  physical,  moral,  political,  and  military. 

Be  pleased  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  President  for  the  confidence  he  has  shown  for  me 
in  givmg  me  the  office. 

Liberty  and  independence !    Monterey,  August  26,  1866. 

SANTIAGO  TAPIA 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  Belations  and  Government, 

Chihuahua, 


No.  7. 


An  act  drawn  up  by  Ote  garriaon  of  this  town. 

In  the  town  of  Matamoras  de  Tamaulipas,  on  the  12th  of  August,  1866,  its  ganison  i 
bled,  composed  of  the  following  brigades  and  corps :  Hinojosa  bngadoj  first  cavalry  corps, 
first  Tamaulipas  battalion,  second  Tamaulipas  battalion,  Bravo  shooters,  Cauales  brigade, 
government  escort,  supreme  power  corps,  Tamaulipas  guides,  mountain  riflemen,  Camar^o 
squadron,  Guerrero  squadron,  exploring  corps,  loval  Tamaulipans,  Burgos  loyals,  Vera  ran- 
gers, reform  battalion,  artillery  battalion.  Bravo  lancers,  and  exploring  volunteers. 

Considering  that  citizen  Jos6  Maria  Jesus  Carvaj^il,  acting  governor  and  military  com* 
mander  of  the  State,  is  not  fit  to  govern  it  under  present  circumstances,  because  he  does  not 
pay  the  ganison,  and  makes  no  effort  to  do  so ; 

Considering  that  the  money  contributed  by  the  city  has  been  uselessly  wasted,  to  tlte 
neglect  of  the  soldiers'  wants  ; 

Considering  that  citizen  Carvajal's  political  progress  has  been  feeble  and  indecisive,  when 
in  these  times  it  should  be  strong  and  resolute ; 

Considering  the  small  influence  citizen  Carvajal  has  over  the  garrison  and  the  inhabitants 
of  this  city,  he  should  not  remain  in  power; 

Considering  that  if  violent  and  energetic  means  are  not  resorted  to,  greater  evila  may  resolt; 

Considering,  fiually,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  garrison  to  stop  this  ruinous  imposition,  the 
chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers  of  said  garrison  have  resolved : 

I.  To  reject  and  depose  citizen  Jose  M.  J.  Carvajal  as  governor  and  military  commander 
of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas ;  2.  To  make  Colonel  Sei*vanao  Canales  governor  and  militaiy 
commander  of  the  State,  for  bis  services  to  the  national  cause,  and  from  the  confidence  we  have 
in  him  {  3.  That  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  Mexican  repablic,  be 
informed  of  this  gubernatorial  change  in  the  State,  and  the  reasons  for  it,  while  we  declare 
our  fidelity  to  all  decrees  and  orders  emanating  from  the  supreme  government  of  the  nation; 
4.  That  Colonel  Servando  Cauales  be  informed  of  these  resolutions,  that  he  may  assume  the 
duties  of  said  office  in  this  State. 

PEDRO  HINOJOSA, 

General  of  the  First  Brigait. 

The  other  signatures  follow. 
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No.  8. 

SEBTAXDO  CANALES,   CAYALRT   COLONEL    IN  THE    REPUBLICAN   ARMY,  GOVERNOR  AND 
MILITARY  COAIMANDER  OF  <rH£  STATE  OF  TAMAULIPAS. 

Fellow-citizens  :  Yesterday  you  witnessed  a  military  movement  that  deposed  General 
Jo8^  M.  J.  Canrajal  from  the  office  of  civil  and  militarv  govemoi:  of  the  State.  You  know 
die  reasons  of  that  act :  a  general  dissatisfaction  prevailed  among  the  people,  and  there  was 
DO  other  remedy.  Fortunately  there  was  no  blood  shed,  and  not  a  gun  tired.  It  was  the  best 
way  to  express  the  will  of  the  garrison. 

By  your  vote,  and  the  will  of  my  companions  in  arms,  I  am  now  doing  the  duty  as  civil 
and  military  governor  of  the  State,  which  office  I  have  accepted  in  pure  gratitude  to  your 
confidence,  and  to  prevent  a  headless  government  from  going  to  destruction. 

I  ani  Itware  of  the  dangers  of  the  present  crisis,  and  if  I  dare  to  brave  them,  it  la  with 
purest  intentions  to  see  my  country  free  and  happy. 

Fellow-citizens :  My  government  hoists  the  standard  of  independence  and  liberty,  sym- 
bolized by  the  most  holy  principles  of  uniou  and  fraternity.  I  solicit  and  expect  the  aid  of 
til  the  citizens  of  this  State.  I  will  hear  the  counsel  of  all,  as  humanity  is  apt  to  err  from 
weakness.  My  government  shall  be  the  people's  government.  Candor  and  good  faith  shall 
be  my  ^ide ;  we  will  have  no  disputes,  no  personal  differences,  no  envies.  We  will  lay  our 
anlinogities  aside,  sacrifice  our  hate  on  the  country  s  altar ;  let  no  sentiments  find  a  place  in 
foar  hearts  but  the  desire  for  the  independence  and  liberty  of  Mexico.  Long  life  to  the  re- 
public and  liberty ! 

SERVANDO  CAKALES. 

Matamoras,  August  13,  1866. 


No.  9. 


DEPARTMEHT  OF  HOME  AFFAIRS,   OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  FOREIGN  AND  HOME 
AFFAIRS — SECTION  FIRST. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  heard  with  regret  of  the  act  committed  in  the  city 
of  Matamoras,  on  the  12th  of  August  last,  bv  the  forces  under  command  of  General  Pedro 
Hmojosa  and  Colonel  Servando  Canales,  with  a  view  that  the  politic-al  and  military  command 
of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas  should  devolve  on  the  second  named  officer,  who  accepted  it  in  a 
proclamation  issued  on  the  13th,  thereby  disavowing  General  J.  M.  de  J.  Carvajal,  the  incum- 
bent at  the  time.  Even  had  there  been  just  motives  for  the  dismissal  of  General  Carvajal,  it 
was  only  the  supreme  government  that  had  the  right  to  order  his  dismissal ;  and  it  had  al- 
ready so  determined,  on  the  4th  of  said  month,  in  order  that  General  Carvajal  might  answer 
the  charges  against  him  for  the  capitulation  he  granted  to  Don  Tomas  Mejia. 

You  were  then  appointed  as  governor  and  military  commandant  to  supersede  General  Car- 
TAJal.  But  until  you  superseded  him,  and  until  this  determination  of  the  government  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  General  Carvajal's  subordinates,  they  were  bound  to  respect  his  author- 
•ty.  This  error  cannot,  however,  be  excused,  because  of  the  third  resolution  of  the  act  above 
mentioned,  where  it  is  provided  to  refer  it  to  the  citizenr  Pesideut,  under  protest,  and  abide 
bj  his  determination.  Buch  means  having  been  used  previously,  in  other  like  movements, 
does  not  deprive  them  of  their  true  character  of  revolt,  contrary  to  the  most  binding  duties 
iuipoi^  by  law  and  military  discipline.  No  hope  for  the  salvation  of  the  country  can  be  en- 
tertained, if  a  stop  is  not  put  to  military  revolts,  which  have  so  far  been  the  cause  of  the 
ttiisfortones  of  the  republic.  The  nation  has  been  struggling  for  the  last  nine  years  against 
piuties  that  revolted  against  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  which,  after  having  been  defeated, 
*em  as  far  as  treason  itself,  by  calling  foreigners  to  their  aid.  The  people  are  struggling  to 
establish  forever  respect  for  national  law,  and  the  principle  that  authority  should  not  be 
derived  through  violence,  by  force  of  arms,  but  arise  from  the  laws  consented  to  by  .the  free 
>nU  and  votes  of  the  citizens ;  that  law  be  superior  to  force ;  that  public  power  be  superior 
to  military  mutinies;  and  that  arms  be  in.the  bfands  of  those  citizens  who,  instead  of'  disre- 
garding the  laws  and  dismissing  public  officers,  will  but  serve  their  country  by  true  allegiance 
to  the  constituted  authorities,  and  strict  obedience  to  the  laws.  Disapproving,  as  the  citizen 
President  does  disapprove,  the  military  movements  at  Matamoras,  anddtsavowing  all  th6  acts 
•rising  therefrom,  he  entreats  you  that,  beside  all  the  steps  you  may  have  taken  as  governor 
&nd  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas,  you  should  provide  the  best  means  for 
the  submission  of  those  forces,  and  direct  Uinojosa  and  Colonel  Canales  to  proceed  to  the 
'^t  of  the  supreme  government,  to  answer  for  their  conduct.  Independence  and  liberty ! 
Chihuahua,  September  12,  1866. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA, 
Secretary  of  Foreign  and  Home  Affairs, 

General  Santiago  Tapia, 

Gotemor  and  Military  Commandant 

of  the  SttUe  of  famauliftaat  Matamoras, 
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No.  10. 

DEPARTMENT  OP  FCmSION  RELATIONS  AND  GOVBRNMBNT-^MEXICAN  RBPUBUC— OOrERS* 
BfENT  OF  TUB  STATE  OP  TAMAULIPAS. 

Citizen  Minister  :  At  two  o'clock  yesterday  there  was  a  political  more  in  this  dtj  that 
resulted  in  the  removal  of  General  Jos6  M.  J.  Carvajal  as  governor  and  military  cominaoder 
of  the  StatOt  and  it  was  so  onanimoas  and  orderly  that  not  one  gun  was  fired,  and  the  dtf 
soon  subsided  into  its  usual  auiet. 

I  was  immediately  chcsen  by  popular  will  to  replace  Carvajal,  and  I  have  taken  charge  of 
both  offices  in  obedience  to  public  opinion  and  to  prevent  anarchy. 

You  will  learn  the  causes  and  reasons  for  the  move  from  the  papers  I  send  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  this,  and  request  you  will  make  it  known  to  the  citizen 
President,  to  whum,  as  well  as  to  you,  I  make  my  humble  submission. 

Liberty  and  independence  !    Matamoras,  August  13,  1866. 

SERVANDO  CANALE& 

The  Minister  of  Relations  and  Government,  Chihuahua, 


No.  11. 


OFFICE  OF  GOVERNMENT— section  FIRST. 

Your  despatch  of  the  13th  of  August  has  reached  the  President.  You  tell  of  the  move  in 
Matamoras  making  you  governor  in  place  of  Jos6  M.  de  J,  Caryajal. 

On  the  7th  of  August  General  Santiago  Tapia  was  made  governor  and  military  comnmnder 
of  your  State.  On  the  12th  of  September  I  sent  you  a  despatch  informing  you  that  the  Presi- 
dent disapproved  of  the  terms  of  the  Matamoras  surrender  and  annulled  all  the  articles,  or- 
dering Pedro  Uinojosa  and  you  to  present  yourselves  to  the  supreme  government  to  answer 
for  your  conduct.  This  despatch  and  the  commission  of  General  Tapia  were  published  in 
the  official  paper  of  the  14th  of  September,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy. 

The  President  requests  me  to  say  to  you  to  obey  the  orders  of  Tapia,  and  to  present  joor- 
self  at  headquarters  immediately. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Chihuahua,  October  2,  1866. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Colonel  Servando  Canales,  Matamoras, 


No.  12. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,   OFFICE  OF  WAR   AND  MARINE— MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— fiOVERS- 
MENT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  TAMAULIPAS. 

Citizen  Minister:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  on  yesterday,  at  two  oVlock  in 
tlie  afternoon,  a  political  move  occuri'ed  in  this  place,  the  sole  design  of  which  was  to  over- 
throw the  administration  of  General  J.  M.  J.  Carvajal,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  papers  se- 
compauying  this  note.  Only  a  change  of  persons  has  taken  place.  Carvajal  was  deposed 
from  the  place  of  civil  and  militaiy  governor  of  the  State,  and  I  have  assum^  those  offi(*s  is 
accordance  with  the  will  of  the  people  and  the  garrison,  so  as  not  to  leave  the  goveramer.t 
without  a  head  to  prevent  anarchy  and  confusion,  that  would  be  so  disastrous  at  a  time  lU:e 
this. 

Consequently,  the  undersigned  and  all  the  forces  in  the  town  are  at  the  orders  of  citi»n 
Benito  Juarez,  the  worthy  President  of  the  republic,  and  are  entirely  disposed  to  continae 
fighting  in  defence  of  the  sacred  rights  of  iudependence  and  liberty.  Be  pleased,  citiwn 
minister,  to  communicate  this  note  to  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic,  and  accept  the 
best  expressions  of  my  respect  and  esteem. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Matamoras,  August  13,  1866. 

SERVANDO  CANALES. 

The  Minister  of  War  and  Marine, 

(wherever  he  may  be.) 


No.  13. 
department  OF  state,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  FIRST. 

From  your  despatch  of  the  13th  of  August  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  betrf 
of  the  move  that  occurred  in  your  city  on  the  12th,  when  the  garrison  disavowed  GeD«^ 
Jose  M.  J.  Carvajal  as  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  and  appointed  you  in 
Ills  place  till  the  decision  of  the  supreme  government,  which  offices  you  say  you  accept  to 
prevent  fatal  consequences  that  otherwise  might  take  place. 
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Before  receiving  your  communication,  wh^n  the  President  heard  of  the  capitulation  between 
Generals  Carvajal  and  Tomas  Mejia,  General  Santiago  Tapia  was  made  military  governor 
of  the  State  to  prevent  any  evil  results ;  but  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation  disapproves 
of  the  removal  and  substitution  by  armed  force,  and  therefore  orders  were  sent  to  General 
Tapia  to  summon  you  and  General  Hinojosa  to  appear  before  the  government  to  answer  for 
their  conduct.    When  that  is  done  your  declarations  will  be  duly  considered. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Chihuahua,  October  2,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

Colonel  Seryando  Canales, 

in  Malainoras,  or  elsmehere. 


No.  14. 

MEXICAN  REPUBLIC— GOVERNMENT  OP  THE  STATE  OF  TAMAULIPAS. 

CmzEN  Minister  :  Colonel  G^mez,  chief  of  the  brigade  of  that  name,  reports  from 
Tampico  on  the  6th  instant  as  follows  : 

"You  will  learn  from  the  accompanying  paper  that  finally,  this  day  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  this  town  fell  into  our  hands,  and  consequently  all  the  French  and  traitors  that 
held  it  so  long  are  expelled  from  the  territory.  On  informing  you  of  that  pleasant  event,  I 
have  the  satisfaction  of  congratulating  you,  and  of  informing  you  that  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
done  a  circumstantial  report  of  all  that  happened  during  the  siege  will  be  made  out,  with  a 
M  of  all  that  was  taken  from  the  enemy,  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  entered  into 
between  General  Pavon  and  the  French  chiefs." 

I  am  pleased  to  send  this  to  your  department  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the 
npoblic,  whom  I  congratulate  on  the  splendid  victory  over  the  French  and  traitors  that  held 
the  important  town  of  Tampico. 

Independence  and  liberty!    The  heroic  town  of  Matam'oras,  August  13,  1866. 

SERVAIJDO  CANALES. 

The  Minister  of  War  and  Marine, 

(wherever  he  may  be. ) 

No.    5. 

MUUary  convention  signed  by  Oeneral  Desiderio  Pavon^  commander  of  the  Mexican  liberal 
forces  operating  on  Tampico,  S.  •  Revaud,  chief  of  the  Frencfi  naval  forces,  and  Mr.  Langlois, 
chief  of  the  French  forces  in  Tampico. 

AfiTiCLE  1.  The  French  troops  now  in  the  Casa  Mata  and  Octavo  forts  shall  appear  on  the 
wharf  to-morrow,  the  8th,  between  two  and  three  o'clock  of  the  afternoon,  with  their  arms, 
their  baggage,  and  their  flag  displayed,  the  band  playing  a  march,  with  full  cartridge-boxes 
for  each  man,  to  embark  for  leavmg. 

A*T.  2.  An  armistice  shall  be  religiously  observed  by  both  belligerents  from  now  till  the 
FreDch  gunboats  that  transport  the  troops  shall  have  crossed  the  bar  of  the  port. 

Art.  3.  French  subjects  residing  in  Tampico  shall  have  full  protection,  and  Consul  Charles 
^  SuCharles,  having  charge  of  the  French  and  Belgian  consulates,  shall  continue  to  exercise 
his  duties  as  heretofore  with  all  due  protection. 
Made  in  duplicate  at  Tampico,  on  the  7th  of  August,  1866. 

DESIDERIO  PAVON. 
S.  REVAUD. 
S.  LANGLOIS. 


No.  16. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE — OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE — SECTION  FIRST. 

From  your  despatch  of  the  18th  of  August,  and  the  accompanying  papers,  the  citizen 
President  of  the  republic  has  learned  with  pleasure  that  on  the  8th  of  this  month  the  import- 
ant town  of  Tampico  was  entirely  occupied  by  the  republican  forces,  and  the  French  garrison 
that  held  it  left,  m  accordance  with  a  convention  between  Gtoneral  Desiderio  Pavon  and  its 
commanders ;  and  the  chief  magistrate  agreeing  that  circumstances  made  it  necessarv  to 
draw  up  a  treat v  allowing  the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  place  with  their  arms,  baggage,  occ, 
according  to  articles  1  and  2,  has  been  pleased  to  ratify  it ;  but  he  cannot  and  does  not  ap- 
prove of  article  3,  because  the  consuls  that  favored  intervention  and  desired  the  republic 
cannot  be  recognized  as  consuls,  or  have  any  official  character ;  yet,  like  other  foreign  sub- 
jects, they  are  entitled  to  the  protection  that  is  allowed  by  the  law  of  nations  and  the  laws 
of  the  republic 

I  eommunieate  the  above  to  you  in  reply  to  your  despatch,  and  for  conBeqaent  action. 

Independence  and  liber^ !    Chihuahua,  October  2.  1866. 

The  MiUTABT  Commander,  of  the  State  of  Tamamlipas, 

in  MattunoraSf  (or  wherever  he  may  be.) 
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No.  17. 

Tampico.  August  22. 196ff. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Before  this  reaches  jonr  hands  yonr  readers  will  doubtless  be  in  possession 
of  the  intellifi:euce  of  the  capture  of  this  important  post  by  the  constitutional  forces ;  but  some 
further  details,  from  an  eye-witness  of  what  has  occurred  here,  may  not  prove  uninteresting. 
On  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant  a  detachment  of  the  constitutional  forces  of  this  Stale, 
under  the  commaud  of  Colonel  Manuel  Cuesta,  suddenly  appeared  before  Fort  Iturbide,  and 
assaulted  it  with  the  cry  of  **  rivala  libertad  /"  (jpon  this  the  entire  Mexican  force,  which 
had  been  placed  in  the  fort  as  garrison,  went  over  in  a  body  to  the  liberals,  and  the  f<^  and 
all  its  supplies  fell  into  the  possession  of  Colonel  Cuesta.  Eleven  Frenchmen,  including  the 
commandant  of  the  fort,  were  killed  in  the  mdie. 

The  State  troops  then  rushed  into  the  city  and  secured  possession  of  Plaza  Libertad  a») 
the  custom-houses,  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  of  musketry  on  the  gunboat  Musquito,  driving  her 
from  her  moorings,  but  she  finally  escaped  with  the  French  collector  of  customs  and  several 
Mexican  rebels  on  board.  The  liberal  forces  then  advanced  to  the  Plaza  de  Armas,  where 
they  met  the  imperialists,  and  drove  them  to  the  forts  Casa  Mata  and  Octavo. 

On  the  following  dav  the  Huesteca  troops,  numbering  some  one  thousand  men  of  all  arms, 
under  the  conunand  of  General  Pavon,  crossed  over  from  Puebla  Viejo  and  effected  a  junc- 
tion with  the  State  troops.  Hostile  operations  were  continued  until  the  7th,  the  liberals  not 
having  suflBcient  powder  to  move  as  effectively  as  they  wished  and  as  the  numercial  strength 
of  their  force  would  have  permitted.  Meanwhile  the  dwelling-houses  of  the  town  suffered 
severely  from  the  merciless  fire  of  the  French  forts,  which  being  situated  on  elevated  ground 
enabled  them  to  aim  at  any  house  they  wished  to  destroy.  Notwithstanding  this,  howcTer, 
they  seemed  to  throw  their  fire  indiscriminately  through  the  city,  killing  men,  women,  and 
children,  and  causing  the  most  wanton  destruction  of  property.  On  the  morning  of  the  Tth 
two  gunboats  from  Vera  Cruz  appeared  in  the  river,  cautiously  approaching  Fort  Iturbide. 
and  about  three  p.  m.  Casa  Mata  and  the  gunboats  seemed  to  open  a  simultaneous  filre  upon 
the  fort,  which  was  continued  until  five  p.  m.,  when  the  gunboats  reached  the  anchoikge 
abreast  the  Plaza  de  Armas  and  hoisted  a  fiag  of  truce,  which  was  at  once  answered  by  the 
Mexican  liberal  commander. 

The  United  States  consul  general  and  the  Prussian  and  Spanish  consuls  were  then  au- 
thorized to  confer  with  the  French  senior  n-ival  officer,  in  the  presence  of  the  Mexican  Colonel 
Gomez,  and  preliminary  stipulations  were  entered  into  for  the  i^ptirement  of  the  French  forots 
and  the  surrender  of  the  forts  remaining  in  their  possession.  A  further  interview  then  took 
place  in  Casa  Mata,  and  at  eleven  p.  ni.  the  terms  of  capitulation  with  all  the  honors  of  war 
were  signed.  At  three  p.  m.  on  the  following  day  the  last  remnant  of  the  French  force  in  the 
State  of  Tamaulipas  was  embarked  upon  the  gunboats,  and  the  soil  of  the  State  was  again 
free  from  the  presence  of  the  foreigpi  invader. 

This  town  now  bears  the  impress  of  the  horrors  of  war.  Houses  more  or  less  destroyed 
and  injured  by  shot  and  shell,  families  mourning  the  loss  of  some  of  their  number,  and  the 
traitors  who  have  had  imperial  appointments  trembling  and  in  mortal  dread  of  what  is  to  be 
the  result  of  their  past  misdeeds.  The  few  French  residents  here  are  not  molested,  but  they 
wear  most  elongated  visages  and  whisper  maledictions  against  the  United  States,  to  wbo^ 
support  of  the  liberals  and  opposiiion  to  the  "empire"  they  attribute  its  rapid  do#nfiftU. 
The  liberal  forces,  since  their  occupation  of  the  city,  have  behaved  exceedingly  well,  and  i; 
is  impossible  to  describe  the  feeling  of  relief  and  freedom  that  is  experienced  by  all  classes  at 
the  termination  of  the  reign  of  terror  which  we  have  experienced  during  the  whole  of  th« 
French  occupation.  Communication  with  the  interior  is  again  open,  and  there  is  now  a 
chance  to  move  freely  after  the  confinement  we  have  been  suffeiing  here  for  more  than  two 
years  past. 

The  political  prefect,  Don  Toribio  de  la  Torre,  who  had  made  himself  so  odious  to  his 
countrymen  dunug  the  imperial  occupation,  and  particularly  in  enforcing  the  barbarous 
decree  of  Maximilian  of  the  3d  of  October  last,  was  caught  at  an  early  hour  on  the  moming 
of  the  Jst,  «|id  was  summarily  executed.     Such  has  been  his  traitorous  reward. 

Don  Matildo  Romero,  who  had  been  judge  of  the  district  during  the  Maximilian  rSgime, 
and  has  played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  imperial  role,  took  refuge  in  the  house  of  the  Unit^ 
States  consul  general,  where  his  family  had  already  preceded  him,  and  solicited  the  influent* 
of  Mr.  Chase  to  save  his  life.  This  was,  of  course,  cheerfully  promised,  and  he  was  assured 
that  the  consul  had  authority  from  the  military  commanders  to  protect  the  lives  and  properir 
of  all  who  took  refuge  with  him ;  yet  such  was  the  fear  and  remorse  of  the  unhappy  wma 
that,  notwithstanding  all  the  assurances  that  were  proffered  to  him,  he  could  not  overcorae 
his  fright,  and  committed  suicide  by  taking  poison.  His  treason  to  his  country  thus  found 
its  punishment  at  his  own  hands. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  at  this  place  has  been  without  excuse.  After  ruining  the  ooo>- 
merce  of  the  place  by  their  occupation,  they  have  finished  the  work  of  destruction  by 
bombarding  the  town,  and  inflicting  wanton  injury  upon  private  property.  They  have  alw 
caused  a  great  loss  of  life  among  those  who  were  entirely  non-tombatants.  Their  civilizatioa 
has  proved  itself  infinitely  worse  than  any  the  past  record  of  Mexico  has  ever  presented. 
Senor  Don  Matias  Romero, 

JFashtngton  City,  D.  C.  ^g.^.^^^  ^^ GoOglc 


DIPLOMATIC   COEEESPONDENCE.  419 

No.  18. 

REPUBLICAN  ARMY— HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  COMMANDING  GENERAL— NUMBER  2. 

Citizen  Minister  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  city  was  occupied  to-day  by 
our  forces,  driving  o»it  100  traitors  that  held  it,  five  of  whom  we  killed,  wounded  12,  and 
took  59  prisoners,  including  two  principal  chiefs,  who  are  dangerously  wounded.  All  the 
^lemy's  horses,  arms,  equipments,  and  anununition  were  taken. 

Be  pleased  to  make  this  known  to  the  President,  and  accept  for  yourself  the  assurances  of 
mj  consideration  and  obedience. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Nazas,  August  8, 1866. 

FEANCISCO  O,  ARCE. 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  War,  at  Chihuahua, 


No.  19. 


department  op  state,  office  op  war  and  marine — SECTION  FIRST. 

By  jour  despatch  of  the  8th  instant,  the  President  of  the  republic  is  pleased  to  learn  that 
yon  have  occupied  Nazas,  held  by  100  traitors,  five  of  which  you  killed,  took  12  wounded 
ind  59  prisoners,  among  them  the  two  chiefs,  badly  wounded. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Chihuahua,  August,  16,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

General  Francisco  Arce,  at  Nazas. 


No.  20. 

MEXICAN  republic— ARBIY  OF  THE  NORTH— GENERAL-IN-CfflEF. 

As  I  have  already  informed  you,  I  set  out  from  Matamoras,  dividing  my  forces  into  three 
columns,  and  a  ten  days*  rain  made  me  go  slow.  Yet  the  enemy  holding  the  place  found  I 
was  coming,  and  evacuated  it  on  the  26th  of  June,  and  marched  towards  Saltillo,  which 
pUce  Douay  left,  spiking  his  cannon,  and  taking  all  precautions  to  prevent  the  desertion  of 
m  men.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ruperto  Martinez,  with  his  New  Leon  rifies,  and  Cader^ita 
Jimenez,  with  the  explorers,  occupied  the  deserted  city  the  next  day,  and  informed  me  of 
the  fact,  though  they  had  done  it  without  orders,  and  then  continued  on  in  pursuit  of  the 
fcnemy. 

The  French  forces  under  Douay  left  Saltillo  yesterday  for  Matahuela  to  meet  Bazaine, 
vho  has  2,000  men  with  him,  as  we  learn  from  intercepted  correspondence.  The  French 
uid  traitors  have  been  defeated  so  often  in  this  part  of  the  republic  the  troops  are  thoroughly 
demoralized.  I  will  remain  here  only  long  enough  to  increase  my  forces  and  equip  new 
)De3,  when  I  will  open  the  campaign  in  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  unless  I  have  different 
ffderg  from  the  supreme  government.  Congratulate  the  President  of  the  republic  on  the 
:vacaation  of  Monterey  and  Saltillo  by  the  cowardly  enemy  on  our  approach. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Monterey,  August  5,  1866. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 

The  Minister  of  War  and  Marine 

of  the  Mexican  Republic,  in  Chihuahua, 


No.  21. 
DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE— SECTION  FIRST. 

By  your  despatch  of  the  5th  instant,  the  President  of  the  republic  hears  with  pleasure 
hat  Monterey  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the  26th,  and  occupied  by  our  forces  under 
Lionel  Ruperto  Martinez,  and  that  General  Douay  had  also  evacuated  Saltillo  and  marched 
owards  Matahuela,  to  join  some  forces  from  San  Luis,  and  so  the  city  of  Saltillo  also  fell 
Dto  oar  hands. 

The  occupation  of  these  two  places,  the  only  ones  held  bv  the  enemy  in  the  States  of  New 
-^on  and  Coahnila,  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  us.  Thus  the  victory  of  Santa  Gertrudis 
ffld  the  occupation  of  Matamoras  free  us  from  the  invaders,  and  enable  us  to  operate  more 
ffectuaUy  with  the  rest  of  the  patriots. 

In  regard  to  the  military  operations  that  you  propose  in  the  note  I  am  now  answering, 
«parate  instructions  will  be  sent  to  you  when  convenient. 

independence  and  liberty !    Chihuahua,  August  28,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

General  Mariano  Escobedo, 

Chitf  tf  the  Northern  Army  Corps,  Monterey, 
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No.  22. 
General  Mariano  Escobedo,  chief  of  \the  norfhem  armjf  eorps^  to  the  troops  undsrhis  cammanl 

Soldiers  :  More  tlien  seven  ihoosand  French  and  traitors  that  occupied  the  States  of  New 
Leon,  Coahnila,  and  Tamaulipas  are  there  no  longer.  Those  not  completely  whipped  md 
routed,  fled  hefore  the  splendor  of  republican  arms.  The  French  General  Donaj,  direetiiig 
military  operations  on  tne  frontier,  retired  with  his  demoralized  troops,  without  gaining  ooe 
yictory,  and  Mmishal  Basaine,  chief  of  the  invad^  army,  came  to  save  his  weary  battalions 
from  dispersion. 

The  battle  of  St.  Gertrude  has  altered  the  aspect  of  the  military  question  sustained  bj  fiw 
republic  against  its  enemies ;  the  occupation  of  the  important  places  of  Matamoras,  MotOatj, 
and  Saltillo  is  the  legitimate  consequence  of  that  iniportant  day. 

Companions  in  arms:  In  the  name  of  the  citizen  President,  Benito  Juarez,  I  wdcomeyni 
to  the  capital  of  New  Leon,  where  your  fellow-countrymen  receive  you  with  open  annstsnii 
the  ladies  have  crowns  of  laurel  for  your  worthy  brows.  The  northern  frontier  is  now  fee, 
but  our  brothers  inland,  who  have  struggled  so  bravely  against  invaders,  are  VBt  suffennf 
the  yoke  imposed  upon  them  by  foreign  bayonets.  Our  duty  is  to  aid  them.  We  will  rest 
awhile  under  arms ;  then,  fully  provided  with  supplies  for  them,  we  will  carry  the  war  where 
it  is  necessary,  wherever  there  are  foreigners  and  traitors,  enemies  of  the  great  Mexkan 
republic 

Independence  and  liberty !    Monterey,  August  8, 1866. 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDa 


No.  23. 


MKXICAN   REPUBUC— K30VERNMBNT   AND    MILITARY  COMMANDANCT  OF    THE   STATE  OF 

COAHUILA  DE  ZARAOOZA. 

After  the  victory  of  Santa  Gertrudis,  where  the  convoy  guard  was  routed—the  capture  of 
this  place  and  the  occupation  of  Matamoras — after  the  evacuation  of  Saltillo  by  the  French 
and  traitors — this  place  was  occupied,  as  soon  as  the  enemy  had  left  it. 

By  this  fortunate  event  the  entire  northern  frontier  is  free  from  the  invaders,  and  is  iKnr 
ready  to  march  to  the  interior  to  overthrow  the  worm-eaten  edifice  called  the  empire.  Col- 
onel Zepeda,  who  took  possession  of  Saltillo,  was  prevented  from  pursuingthe  enemy  by  his 
duties  to  regulate  affairs  around  him.  The  next  day  Lieutenant  Colonel  Euperto  MartiDPz 
was  sent  out  after  the  fugitives,  and  reports  ihat  a  great  number  of  deserters,  French,Belgisn§, 
and  traitors,  are  joining  him  every  day.  After  equipping  the  second  brigade  of  J,€9)0  men,  t 
prepared  to  march  to  toe  States  of  Durango  and  Zacatecas,  where  there  is  most  exciteme&t, 
and  the  people  need  a  leader  against  the  enemy.  For  this  purpose  I  have  sent  the  brigaiie 
commanoer  citizen  Jesus  Gonzales  Herrera  and  Generals  Auza  and  Arce,  with  full  powen, 
to  that  section  of  country. 

The  reorganization  of  the  districts  and  the  equipment  of  troops  has  detained  me  here  till 
now;  but!  start  for  Saltillo  to  morrow  to  confer  with  the  general  of  the  northern  araij 
about  operations  upon  San  Luis. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  the  above  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  Preddrait  <^ 
the  republic,  whom  I  congratulate  in  the  country's  name,  for  the  favorable  turn  of  evezus  in 
our  favor. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Parras,  August  8,  1866. 

ANDBEs  a  vnacA. 

The  Minister  of  War  and  Marine 

of  the  Republic^  in  Chihuahua, 


No.  24. 
DEPARTMENT  OP  STATE,  OFFICE  OP  WAR  AND  MARINE — SECTION  FIRST. 

By  your  communication  of  the  8th,  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  is  pleased  to  lean 
that  Saltillo  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the  4tb,  and  immediately  occupied  by  our  forces: 
also,  that  you  had  gone  to  that  city  to  regulate  affairs,  and  confer  with  the  oommaadar-ia- 
chief  of  the  northern  army  in  regard  to  the  continuation  of  the  campaign. 
Indebendence  and  liberty!    Chihuahua,  August  21,  1866. 

^  IffiJIA. 

General  Andres  S.  Yiezca, 

Governor  and  Military  Commander  of  the  State 

of  Coahuila  de  Zaragoza^  in  Saltillo, 
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No.  95. 

QUIROGA*S  PROPOSAL  TO  SUBMIT. 

We  give  below  a  lettor  of  Yiezca  to  the  President,  with  annexed  documents,  on  Qniroga^s 
proposal  to  submit  to  the  government,  and  deliver  Campos  np.  Viezca^s  reply  shows  the 
enemy's  situation,  and  that  no  commentaries  are  needed  on  Qnirog^*s  infamous  proposal. 

PARRAS,  August  8, 1866. 

Respected  Sir  :  I  inform  you  officially,  through  the  secretary  of  war,  of  the  evacuation 
of  Monterey  and  Saltillo  by  the  French  and  traitors,  and  of  our  occupation  of  those  im})ortant 
towns.  The  frontier  now  is  free  from  the  yoke  the  invaders  sought  to  impose  upon  it,  and 
eveiything  induces  us  to  hope  their  last  hour  is  near. 

Campos  and  Quiroga  wanted  to  join  our  forces  when  they  saw  there  was  no  hope  for  them, 
and  thus  save  their  lives  and  fortunes.  I  send  you  Quiroga's  first  letter  and  my  reply.  He 
aAerwards  sent  me  a  letter  proposing  to  deliver  Campos  up,  if  we  would  let  htm  ioin  us  in 
oar  war  against  the  French,  and  continue  at  the  head  of  his  own  forces.  I  told  him  I  had 
not  the  authority  to  grant  his  request,  and  I  did  not  believe  it  was  my  duty,  even  if  I  could. 
I  send  you  copies  of  ooth  documents.  I  hope  my  conduct  in  not  treating  with  Quiroga  and 
Campos  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

As  ever.  I  remain  your  true  friend  and  servant, 

A.  S.  VIEZCA. 

President  BEinro  Juarez,  Chihuahua, 


Saltillo,  July  30, 1866. 

^  Mt  Dear  Friend:  I  wrote  to  General  Escobedo  to-day,  giving  my  opinion  of  the-Bitua 
tion,  and  offering  to  join  him  in  efforts  against  the  invaders  who  have  sought  to  subjugate 
u.  I  hope  Seizor  Escobedo  will  accept  my  offer ;  but  if  he  does  not,  I  will  do  what  I  can 
to  keep  from  being  obliged  to  go  to  the  interior  to  accept  offers  made  me  there ;  and  for  that 
leason  I  write  this  letter  to  you.  If  you  consent  to  unite  your  forces  wiih  mine,  please  give 
me  an  official  communication  of  the  fact,  addressed  to  the  Aurora  factory,  where  I  will  wait 
for  it. 

This  offer  embraces  the  person  and  troops  of  my  friend  Maximo  Campos,  who  entertains 
the  same  opinion  and  wish ;  and  I  am  resolved  to  follow  his  fate,  whether  his  person  and 
mterests  are  protected  or  not 
Your  mend  and  servant, 

JULIAN  QUIROGA. 

Governor  Andres  S.  Yiezca. 


Parras,  August  4, 1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  30th,  proposing  to  unite  our  forces  to  prevent 
another  incursion  of  the  frontier,  I  must  say  that,  whatever  General  Escobedo  may  think,  I 
believe  the  hard  lessons  we  have  had,  and  the  blood  that  has  been  shed  by  ou;r  countrymen 
in  contests  with  a  foreign  enemy,  ou^ht  to  serve  as  warnings  for  us  in  future ;  and  I  am 
sure  the  frontier  can  defend  itself  witnout  its  forces  joining  yours,  that  have  fought  for  the 
odions  project  of  intervention.  Besides,  it  would  be  doing  an  injury  to  my  conscience,  and 
a  violation  of  my  duty,  to  accept  your  proposal,  which  is  altogether  inadmissible  at  this  time. 

My  responsibility  to  the  nation  is  great,  and  as  a  public  officer  I  am  bound  by  the  law  and 
public  opinion.  It  may  be  well  that  you  have  determined  to  follow  the  fate  of  Maximo 
Campos ;  it  is  natural  and  logical,  no  one  will  deny. 

Now,  if  you  two  have  any  teelings  for  the  good  of  the  country,  you  can  place  your  troops 
&t  the^isposal  of  the  government,  or  the  legitimate  authorities  of  the  republic,  and  accept, 
without  conditions,  the  judgment  of  the  law. 

After  saying  what  I  have,  I  think  it  entirely  unnecessary  to  send  a  commissioner  to  confer 
with  you. 

Your  obedient  servant,  

ANDEES  8.  VIEZCAu 

Bon  Jlllin  Quiroga,  Saltillo. 


[Letter  omitted.]    • 

Paso  de  la  Pibdad,  July  29, 1866. 
To  Messrs.  Auza  and  Viezca  : 

The  bearer,  Don  Ignacio  Soto,  can  certify  to  the  truth  of  this. 

^  ^  JULIAN  quiroga: 


Ogle 
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Parras,  August  5, 1866. 
To  Don  Julian  Quiroga  : 

Your  commissioDer,  Don  Ignacio  Soto,  has  conferred  with  me  on  the  subject  of  your  pro- 
posals to  join  me,  under  certain  conditions,  and  I  must  say  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  accept 

your  offers.  . 

A.  S.  VIEZCA. 

Parras,  August  8, 1866. 
True  copies : 

E.  VIEZCA,  CkUfOficer, 


From  No.  1  of  the  News  Bulletin  of  Saltillo,  5th  of  this  month,  we  make  the  following 
extracts : 

"General  Escobedo  arrived  in  Monterey  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  he  is  daily  expect&J 
here  with  the  main  body  of  his  troops. 

•*  RECENT  EVENTS. 

**  Campos  and  Quiroga,  of  the  French  party,  were  with  him.  "We  know  they  both  received 
munitions  of  war  from  the  French,  and  were  encouarged  to  pronounce  for  Santa  Anna,  Gonzales 
Ortega,  or  any  one  else  who  might  serve  as  a  torch  for  internal  conflagration.  Poor  delodfd 
people !  Worse  than  Napoleon  or  the  basest  of  his  agents.  Why  can't  they  see  that  the 
national  cause  will  finally  overcome  all  their  machinations?*' 


Major  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant, 

Office  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph,  War  Department, 
Washtngton,  D,  C,  November  27,  1866. 

[Received  4.30  p.  m.] 

New  Orleans,  November  27,  1866. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,  Commanding  Army : 

I  am  juat  in  receipt  of  news  from  Brownsville,  and  fear  that  General  Sedg- 
wick, commanding  the  sub-district  of  the  Rio  Grande,  will,  for  some  unaccoant- 
able  and  unjustifiable  reason,  demand  of  Canales  the  surrender  of  the  town  of 
Matamoras,  on  the  plea  of  preventing  the  pillage  of  the  houses  of  Americans, 
&c.  The  situation  there  is  this  :  General  Escobedo  is  in  front  of  the  city  with 
about  three 'thousand  five  hundred  (3,500)  men,  and  Canales  offered  to  surrender 
if  the  liberal  government  would  pay  the  merchants  who  have  been  supporting 
him  in  his  illegal  and  infamous  acts.  This  Escobedo  would  not  agree  to.  1 
very  much  fear  that  these  very  merchants  have  in  some  way  gotten  around 
Sedgwick,  who  is,  I  fear,  not  a  strong  man,  and  have  prompted  him  to  this 
action  which  he  contemplates.  I  have  heretofore  notified  you  that  these  very 
merchants  were  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  troubles  over  there.  There  is  perfect 
harmony  between  Sedgwick  and  General  Escobedo,  and  no  objections  are  made 
to  the  contemplated  act  of  General  Sedgwick.  Should  General  Sedgwick  act 
as  I  have  some  reason  to  expect,  I  will  at  once  disapprove  of  his  action  and 
relieve  him  from  his  command.  I  have  telegraphed  to  General  Sedgwick  dis- 
approving his  contemplated  act,  or  any  action  he  may  have  taken  in  view  of  it. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major  General  U.  S,  i. 

Official : 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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Major  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

^Neio  Orleans,  Louisiana^  November  30,  1866. 
My  Dear  General  :  The  report  in  the  newspapers  that  General  Sedgwick 
had  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  is  premature.     He  certainly  had  not  crossed  or 
demanded  the  surrender  of  the  town  on  the  23d  instant,  and  I  hope  he  has  not 
made  this  blunder. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but  that  General  Sedgwick  has  had  some  in- 
floence  brought  to  bear  on  him. 

Sedgwick  went  over  to  Matamoras  and  took  breakfast  with  the  merchants  on 
the  morning  he  wrote  the  letter  which  I  enclose  to  you.  There  is  something 
wrong  aboat  this  transaction. 

Edcobedo  was  about  to  take  the  place  by  assault,  and  was  able  to  do  it,  when 
Sedgwick  apparently  adopted  his  course  to  prevent  it  and  save  the  merchants. 
Tbe  whole  affair,  should  it  take  place,  will  not  complicate  things,  and  my 
disapproval  of  it  must  have  reached  Brownsville  yesterday,  SiOth  instant. 
I  am,  general,  very,  respectfully, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major  General  U,  S.  A. 
Gen.  U.  8.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  United  States,  Wa^shington,  D.  G, 

Official': 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Mr.  Stanton  to  Major  General  Sheridan. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  November  30,  1866 — 4  p.  m. 

Your  telegram  of  the  27th  instant  to  General  Grant  in  relation  to  the  contem- 
plated action  of  General  Sedgwick  in  crossing  the  Rio  Grande  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  President,  and  your  action  in  relation  to  General  Sedgwick  is 
approved  and  General  Sedgwick's  proposed  action  disapproved.  If  he  shall 
We  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  you  will  relieve  him  and  place  him  in  arrest,  to 
await  the  further  order  of  the  President  concerning  him. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Major  General  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 


Major  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant. 

HEADQfrARTBRS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  GULF, 

New  Orleans,  December  1,  1866 — 10  a.  m. 
General  :  I  have  an  opportunity  to  go  over  to  the  Rio  Grande  this  evening, 
and  by  going  I  can  settle  the  Ortega  aSPair,  also  the  Sedgwick  trouble,  if  any 
has  occurred,  and  put  thingi^  on  a  good  footing,  but  I  would  like  to  have  your 
approval  of  my  absence.  Affairs  are  in  good  condition  here,  and  General  For- 
^Jth  communicates  to  me  from  Texas  frontier,  no  Indian  troubles. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN,  Major  General. 
General  U.  S.  Grant. 

Official: 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 
Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL^^^ 


VENEZUELA. 


Mr,  Culver  to  Mr,  Seward. 

fExtract.] 

No.  123.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  July  14,  1SG5. 

Sir  :  I  am  gratified  in  being  able  to  inform  you  that  the  government  of  Ven- 
ezuela has  come  to  the  conclasion  that  a  settlement  of  all  claims  due  American 
citizens  can  be  best  effected  through  the  intervention  of  a  mixed  eommisaoD, 
and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  with  the  approval  of  the  President,  now  pro- 
poses to  me  to  unite  in  a  convention  for  that  purpose. 

A  convention  was  some  months  since  concluded  with  the  French  government 
for  the  adjustment  and  payment  of  the  claims  of  its  subjects,  and  which  is  nor 
being  executed ;  so  also  with  the  Spanish  government. 

An  arrangement,  I  learn,  is  also  being  made  with  the  British  legation  to 
effect  a  settlement  of  their  claims  through  the  agency  of  a  single  commissioner. 

Understanding  all  this,  and  reminding  the  government  of  its  assurances  that 
on  the  return  of  peace  and  tranquillity  the  claims  of  United  States  citizens 
should  receive  prompt  and  earnest  attention,  and  that  nearly  four  years  bad 
elapsed  since  a  single  claim  had  been  adjusted,  or  even  seriously  examined  oa 
its  merits,  tho  minister  of  foreign  affairs  could  not,  consistently  with  his  assur- 
ances, longer  defer  their  consideration. 

This  I  have  no  doubt,  together  with  their  action  touching  the  claims  of  othe( 
nations,  has  led  to  the  proposition  for  a  convention. 

Early  in  the  last  week,  at  his  request,  I  furnished  the  foreign  secretary  with 
a  copy  of  our  convention  with  Ecuador,  which  the  department  had  recently 
transmitted  to  me.  He  informs  me  he  has  submitted  it  to  President  Gnsman, 
and  that,  in  all  its  essential  provisions,  it  has  his  approval.  I  have  the  secre- 
tary's assurance,  moreover,  that  he  is  preparing  and  will  send  me  a  commnni- 
cation  on  the  subject,  and  that  1  should  receive  it  in  time  to  send  a  copy  to  mj 
government  by  the  ship  now  in  port.  But  fearing  delay,  so  common  to  this 
government  and  all  its  functionaries,  I  have  thought  it  prudent  to  advise  the 
department  of  the  matter  in  order  that  I  might  the  sooner  be  possessed  of  its 
views. 

I  informed  the  foreign  secretary  that  I  had  not  been  clothed  with  full  powers 
to  conclude  a  convention.  He  thereupon  suggested  that  we  could  draw  up  and 
agree  preliminarily  on  the  substance  of  one,  and  submit  it  to  our  respective 
governments  for  amendment  and  approval.  This  would  at  least  save  some  con* 
siderable  time. 

Our  citizens  who  have  claims  pending  are,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  withoot 
exception,  in  favor  of  such  a  commission.  They  have  long,  since  come  to  the 
same  conclusion  to  which  I  had  arrived,  that  without  some  such  instrumentality 
their  claims  will  never  be  paid  or  liquidated.  Some  of  them  have  been  standing 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years. 

The  convention  with  Ecuador  will  form  the  substantial  basis  of  preliminaiy 
negotiations.  In  the  accommodation  of  parties  and  witnesses  living  in  the 
United  States,  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  commissioners  should  hold  one  ses- 
sion there  and  one  in  Caracas. 
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Coneidering  the  state  of  their  finances  we  shall  have  to  be  liberal  in  extending 
the  time  of  payment  To  this  the  claimants  will  not  object,  provided  prompt 
tnd  pnnctual  payment  of  interest  be  exacted. 

It  would  be  desirable,  perhaps,  should  the  commissioners  fail  to  agree  upon 
the  umpire,  that  he  should  be  named  by  some  diplomatic  representative  at 
Washington  rather  than  by  one  at  Caracas.        *  *  *  * 

My  own  convictions  are  clear  and  strong  that  the  best  interests  of  our  citizens 
demand  that  not  a  moment  be  lost  in  fixing  upon  a  convention,  the  best  we 
can  obtain,  and  thus  effect  a  full  and  final  settlement  of  these  claims.  They 
will  probably  exceed  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

I  shall  hope  to  be  advised  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable  of  the  views  of 
the  department,  and  to  be  furnished  with  such  instructions  and  clothed  with 
Bueh  powers  in  the  premises  as  it  may  deem  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b^,  with  sentiments  of  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  CULVER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StcUe,  Washington^  D.  C 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  breakfasted  with  me  this  morning,  and  was 
pleased  to  say  that  he  would  submit  his  draught  of  convention  to-morrow.  If 
so,  I  shall  be  able  to  forward  by  ship  now  in  port. 

E.  D.  0. 


Mr.  Culver  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  124.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  July  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  the  department  a  translation 
of  the  draught  of  a  convention  communicated  to  me  by  the  foreign  secretary.  It 
was  not  finished  until  the  ship  had  left  La  Gnayra,  and  I  have  with  all  practic- 
able despatch  translated,  and  herewith  forward  same,  hoping  to  reach  the  vessel 
at  Puerto  Cabello. 

I  have  only  time  to  add,  that  since  receiving  the  draught  I  have  sought  and 
obtained  a  brief  interview  with  the  secretary,  and  suggested  to  him  to  change 
the  phraseology  of  the  first  article,  so  as  to  conform  more  strictly  to  that  of  the 
same  article  in  the  Ecuador  convention,  also  to  allow  the  American  minister  at 
Caracas,  if  his  government  shall  see  fit  to  clothe  him  with  that  power,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  case  of  the  death,  &c.,  of  the  American  commissioner,  as  in  the 
Ecuador  convention. 

To  these  modifications  he  does  not  object. 

I  also  suggested  a  modification  of  that  portion  of  the  first  article  which  gives 
tbe  right  of  selecting  the  umpire  to  the  chargd  of  Spain  residing  in  Caracas. 
I  offered,  in  case  of  commissioners  not  agreeing,  to  devolve  the  selection  upon 
tbe  representative  of  Switzerland,  or  Russia,  residing  in  Washington,  or  Mr. 
Stimp,  the  Danish  consul  general  in  Caracas.  He  wished,  however,  to  refer  that 
inatter  to  the  President,  and  will  then  advise  me. 

I  also  objected  that  his  draught  made  no  provision  as  to  interest.  He  replied 
at  once  that  none  was  made  in  the  Ecuador  convention,  but  on  a  fuller  inter- 
change of  views  he  intimated  that  in  awarding  indemnity  the  commissioners 
coold  pass  on  the  question  of  interest. 

In  our  convention  with  New  Granada,  interest  was  fixed  by  the  terms  of  the 
convention.  I  knew  not  why  it  was  omitted .  in  that  with  Ecuador,  nor  am  I 
advised  what  the  action  of  the  conmiissioners  has  been  or  may  be  under  it. 
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I  hope  he  will  accept  the  amendment  I  shall  ofiFer,  either  fixing  the  rate  oi 
interest  or  conferring  authority  on  the  commissioners  to  do  so. 

I  am  satisfied  the  claimants  would  deem  it  most  unjudt  to  defer  pajment  of 
their  claims  for  such  a  length  of  time  without  interest. 

He  also  consents  to  strike  out  of  article  seven  the  words,  "  the  constitutional 
requisite  in  each  country  being  previously  complied  with,"  but  with  the  under- 
standing that  their  constitution  requires  a  convention  of  this  kind  to  be  submitted 
to  congress  as  ours  does  a  treaty  to  the  Senate. 

I  shall  submit  my  draught  to  him,  with  the  modifications  indicated,  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment,  but  could  not  do  so  until  I  had  prepared  my  de- 
spatches for  the  ship  now  leaving. 

All,  of  course,  is  understood  to  be  subject  to  approval  or  amendment  by  the 
government  of  each  country. 

I  shall  hope  for  early  advices. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  highest  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

E.  D.  CULVER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sev^tard, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


[Translation.  ] 

Article  I.  All  claims  against  Venezuela  which  citizens  of  the  United  States  may  have 
presented  to  their  goyemment  shall  be  submitted  to  a  mixed  commfesion,  consisting  of  two 
persons,  appointed,  one  by  the  government  of  Venezuela,  and  the  other  by  that  of  the  United 
States. 

The  claims  understood  to  be  embraced  in  this  article  are  such  as  shall  be  presented  up  to 
the  day  in  which  the  commission  shall  be  organized  and  enter  upon  its  labors. 

In  case  of  the  death,  absence,  resignation,  or  incapacity  of  either  of  the  commissioners,  cr 
in  the  event  of  either  of  them  omitting  or  ceasing  to  act,  the  government  of  the  United  States 
or  that  of  Venezuela  shall  forthwith  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  commissioners  shall  meet  at  the  city  of  Caracas  within  ninety  days  from  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  convention  ;  and  before  proceedinf^  to  business  shall  make  solenia 
oath  that  they  will  carefully  examine,  and  with  justice  and  impartiality,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  convention,  will  decide,  all  claims  that  shall  be  submitted  totbein, 
and  such  oath  shall  be  entered  in  the  record  of  their  proceedings. 

The  commissioners  shall  proceed  to  name  an  arbitrator  or  umpire,  to  decide  upon  any  ease 
concerning  which  they  may  disagree,  or  upon  any  point  of  difference  which  may  arise  in  the 
course  of  their  proceedings.  If  they  cannot  agree  in  the  selection  of  such  umpire,  he  shall 
be  named  by  tne  chnrg^  d'affaires  of  Spain  to  Venezuela,  on  the  previous  invitation  of  tb« 
high  contracting  parties. 

Art.  II.  So  soon  as  the  said  umpire  shall  have  been  appointed  the  commissioners  shall 
proceed  to  examine  and  certify  the  claims  which,  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  thi* 
convention,  the  government  of  the  United  States  may  present  to  them,  togetner  with  the  proof 
in  support  of  same ;  and  they  shall,  if  deemed  necessary,  hear  one  person  in  behalf  of  govern- 
ment on  each  separate  claim.  Each  government  shall  furnish,  on  the  request  of  either  com- 
missioner, such  documents  or  papers  in  its  possession  as  may  be  deemed  uecessaiy  to  the 
proper  determination  of  any  claim  or  claims. 

The  commissioners  shall  make  such  decisions  in  reference  to  such  claims  as  they  shall 
deem  in  conformity  to  justice,  even  though  such  decisions  amount  to  an  absolute  denial  of 
illegal  pretensions,  since  the  inclusion  of  any  such  in  this  convention  is  not  to  be  understood 
as  working  any  preiudice  in  favor  of  any  one,  either  as  to  principles  of  right  or  matters  of  fact 

In  cases  where  they  agree  to  award  an  indemnity,  they  shall  determine  the  amount  to  be 
paid  to  the  claimants,  and  in  those  cases  wherein  they  may  disagree  the  points  of  difference 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  umpire,  before  whom  either  commissioner  may  be  heard,  and  his 
decision  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  on  the  matter. 

Art.  III.  The  commissioners  shall  issue  certificates  of  the  respective  sums  due  to  the  claim- 
ants, in  virtue  of  their  decision,  or  in  virtue  of  those  of  the  umpire ;  and  the  aggregate 
amount  of  such  sums  shall  be  paid  to  the  government  of -the  United  States,  in  equal  annual 

I)ayments;  the  first  payment  to  be  made  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  termination  of  tl» 
abors  of  the  commission,  and  the  whole  amount  to  be  fully  paid  within  ten  years  from  the 
same  date. 
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Art.  IY.  The  commission  shall  terminate  its  labors  in  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  its 
organization.  It  shall  keep  a  record  of  its  iproceedings,  and  shall  appoint  a  secretary  versed 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  English  and  Spanish  languages,  who  shall  aid  him  in  the  coarse  of 
their  labors. 

Art.  v.  The  decisions  of  the  commissioners,  and  those  (in  case  there  be  anv)  of  the  um- 
pire, shall  be  final  aud  conclusive  as  to  all  pending  claims.  Those  claims  which  shall  not  be 
presented  within  the  twelve  months  herein  prescribed  shall  be  disregarded  by  both  govern- 
ments and  considered  invalid.  In  the  event  that  upon  the  determination  of  the  labors  of  said 
commission,  there  should  remain  pending  before  the  umpire  one  or  more  cases  awaiting  his 
decision,  said  umpire  is  authorized  to  make  his  decision  and  issue  the  proper  certificate,  which 
shall  be  transmitted  to  each  government,  and  be  held  to  be  binding  and  irrevocable.  The 
umpire  shall  make  his  decision  within  thirty  days  peremptory  from  the  day  in  which  the  com- 
mission shall  have  terminated  its  labors ;  and  any  decision  made  afler  the  expiration  of, said 
thirty  dtgs  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 

Art.  VI.  Each  government  shall  pay  its  own  commissioner,  and  one-half  of  what  may 
be  due  to  the  umpire  and  secretary,  provided  such  be  appointed  and  enter  upon  their  duties ; 
and  each  government  shall  also  pay  one-half  of  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  commission. 

Art.  VII.  The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified,  the  constitutional  re<|uisites  in  each 
eonntry  being  previously  complied  with,  and  its  ratifications  exchanged  so  soon  as  practica- 
ble in  the  city  of  Caracas. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Culver. 

[Extract] 

No.  IIO.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  T  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  Nos.  123  and 
124,  of  Jolj  14th  and  22ad  last,  which  have  not  sooner  been  answered  owing  to 
other  and  more  pressing  duties  devolving  upon  this  department. 

These  despatches  have  reference  to  the  conclusion  of  a  convention  between 
the  United  States  and  Venezuela,  through  which  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  against  the  latter  government  may  be  adjusted  and  settled  by  a 
mixed  commission. 

It  being  deemed  proper  now  to  conclude  such  a  convention,  I  transmit  you 
herewith  the  President's  full  power  authorizing  you  to  do  so. 

Having  considered  the  draught  submitted  to  you  by  the  minister  for  foreign 
affauB  of  Venezuela,  embodying  the  terms  of  the  proposed  convention,  and  also 
the  observations  contained  in  your  despatch  No.  124,  the  following  modifica- 
tioDs  are  believed  to  be  essential  points  which  should  constitute  a  part  of  said 
convention,  viz : 

1.  The  commissioners  to  meet  four  months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  convention. 

2.  The  commission  to  hold  its  sessions  in  Caracas,  there  being  no  necessity 
that  it  should  meet  in  the  United  States,  due  notice  being  given  to  the  claim- 
ants to  file  their  proofs. 

3.  The  certificates  in  cases  of  awards  favorable  to  claimants  should  be  issued 
by  the  commissioners  jointly,  and  not  by  the  umpire,  who  will  report  his  decis- 
ions to  the  commissioners. 

4.  Interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  should  be  allowed  to  all 
claimants  in  whose  favor  awards  are  rendered,  and  until  these  are  paid  in  full. 
This  provision  is  contained  in  our  convention  with  Peru,  New  Granada,  and 
Costa  Rica ;  and  from  the  report  of  the  United  States  commissioner  in  Ecuador, 
which  I  have  just  re6eived,  it  appears  that  interest  at  five  per  cent,  has  been 
allowed  by  the  latter  government,  although  not  specially  provided  for  in  the 
convention. 

In  other  respects  the  convention  proposed  by  Venezuela  is  not  objectionable 

__., Ogle 
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in  its  terms ;  nevertheless,  with  the  view  of  facilitating  your  labors  and  those  of 
the  minister  of  Venezuela,  I  transmit  you  printed  copies  of  the  conventions  en- 
tered into  with  Peru,  New  Granada,  Costa  Rica,  and  Ecuador,  which  have  al- 
ready been  practically  tested,  found  to  answer  their  ends,  and  to  which  I  invite 
your  attention. 

The  convention  must  in  any  event  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  for  its  advice  and  consent  before  it  can  receive  the  ratification  of  the  Pres- 
ident ;  and  in  this  connection  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  our  Congress  meets 
in  December  next ;  therefore  you  will  so  time  the  execution  of  your  present 
commission  as  to  transmit  its  results  to  us  in  season  for  the  consideration  and 
sanction  of  the  Senate. 

•  •  3|C  «  « 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Erastus  D.  Cdlvbe,  Esq.,  4«.,  4^.»  ^. 


Mr,  Culver  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  136.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

Caracas,  October  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  110, 
of  date  2d  instant,  together  with  the  power  therein  contained  from  the  Presi- 
dent, and  also  the  duplicate  copies  of  several  of  our  conventions  with  certain 
South  American  states. 

I  am  gratified  to  be  advised  of  the  views  of  my  government  touching  the 
proposed  convention,  and  honored  by  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  by  the  Pres- 
ident. 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  seeking  an  interview  with  Sefior  Seijas,  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs,  and  opening  to  him  the  substance  of  your  despatch,  and  read- 
ing to  him  in  detail  the  four  modifications  suggested  by  you. 

To  the  first  three  he  raises  no  objection. 

To  the  fourth,  that  relating  to  interest,  he  objected,  and  wished  to  take  &t 
view  of  the  President,  intimating  at  the  same  time*  that  I  wa^  aware  of  the 
President's  objections  to  such  a  provision.  I  left  the  matter  with  him  to  submit  to 
the  Executive ;  also  gave  him  copies  of  the  several  conventions,  as  directed  hj 
you  in  your  despatch. 

As  to  the  objections  concerning  the  interest  I  will  explain. 

After  sending  off  my  despatch  No.  124,  and  after  submitting  amendments  to 
Mr.  Seijas*s  draught,  which  amendments  were  in  substance  the  provisions  in  onr 
convention  with  Ecuador,  except  the  interest  clause,  I  had  several  conferences 
with  General  Guzman,  then  at  the  head  of  foreign  affairs ;  we  agreed  substan- 
tially on  all  the  details  of  the  convention  except  as  to  the  question  of  interest ; 
as  to  that  he  seemed  unusually  tenacious,  urging  three  grounds  in  support  of  his 
objections : 

1.  That  his  government  was  too  hopelessly  poor  and  embarrassed  to  pay 
interest,  and  for  that  reason  we  could  afford  to  be  generous  with  them. 

2.  That  the  Ecuador  convention  contained  no  provision  as  to  interest,  for  the 
reason,  probably,  that  she  was  too  poor  to  pay,  and  we  were  too  generous  to 
exact  it  of  her. 

3.  And  chiefly  that  if  the  convention  with  the  United  States  stipulated  for 
paying  interest,  they  should  be  compelled  to  stipulate  for  the  same  in  all  their 
conventions  with  other  governments,  and  that  the  claims  of  the  subjects  of 
those  other  governments  were  so  exorbitant  that  with  interest  superadded  they 
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could  never  do  more  than  pay  the  interest,  and  must  forever  rest  under  the  bur- 
den of  the  principal ;  that  in  their  conventions  with  France  and  Spain  they 
had  not  stipulatea  to  pay  interest ;  also  that  they  desired  and  purposed  that  this 
convention  with  us  should  serve  as  a  model  convention,  that  they  might  show 
others  how  generously  the  United  States  had  dealt  with  them  in  settling  all 
their  claims. 

After  a  very  full  discussion  of  the  matter  in  all  its  bearings,  I  informed 
General  Guzman  that  both  my  government  and  myself  would  be  happy  in  aid- 
ing Venezuela  in  any  and  every  possible  and  honorable  way  to  secure  the 
object  desired,  to  wit,  a  convention  that  they  could  use  as  a  precedent,  provided 
it  could  be  done  consistently  with  the  interests  of  our  citizens. 

General  Guzman  or  Mr.  Seijas  then  suggested  that  under  the  broad  provis- 
ions, as  in  the  Ecuador  convention,  for  awarding  such  damages  or  amounts  as 
would  make  the  party  good,  the  commission  would  be  authorized  to  pass  on  the 
question  of  interest ;  and  finally  they  went  so  far  as  to  intimate  that  they  would 
be  willing  to  give  an  explanatory  or  supplemental  note  to  the  e£Pect  that  such 
was  the  understanding  and  consent  of  the  government,  and  to  put  the  same  in 
Buch  a  shape  and  form  that  a  subsequent  government  or  administration,  as  well 
as  the  commission,  should  give  it  its  full  force  and  effect,  only  not  to  have  it 
appear  as  an  express  provision  in  the  convention. 

To  that  I  replied,  that  in  effect  it  came  very  near  what  I  desired  in  the  con- 
vention ;  but  as  their  proposition  was  somewhat  complex,  I  preferred  much  a 
plain,  simple  provision  for  payment  of  interest  to  be  embodied  in  the  convention, 
but  to  that  General  Guzman,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  seemed  determinedly 
opposed. 

Thus  the  matter  rested  up  to  the  time  of  receiving  your  last  despatch.  I 
should  sooner  have  advised  you  of  these  interviews,  but  that  I  was  for  some 
two  and  a  half  months  in  daily  expectation  of  hearing  from  you  upon  the  matter. 

General  Guzman  is  now  the  President,  and  Mr.  Seijas  nils  his  place  in  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs.  On  informing  the  latter  yesterday  that  interest 
was  allowed  by  the  commission  in  the  case  of  the  Ecuador  claims,  he  at  once 
replied,  "  that  goes  in  confirmation  of  the  views  expressed  by  General  Guzman 
and  myself,  that  they  had  power  so  to  award,  without  an  express  provision  in 
the  convention."  He  added  that  in  this  case,  as  in  that,  the  convention  would 
be  seen,  examined,  and  referred  to  by  outsiders ;  while  the  finding  or  awards  of 
the  commission  would  be  private  and  only  for  the  parties  interested,  intimating 
thereby  that  this  convention  could  with  safety  and  propriety  b^  left  as  that  was. 

He  agreed,  however,  as  he  was  now  in  possession  of  your  views,  to  submit 
the  matter  to  President  Guzman  and  advise  roe  of  the  result. 

But  as  the  ship  which  brought  your  last,  and  which  will  take  this,  will  pro- 
bably sail  before  I  shall  hear  from  General  Guzman,  who  is  at  present  sick  at 
his  home,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  advise  you  at  the  earliest  moment  of  the 
present  state  of  the  case,  to  the  end  that  if  it  should  become  necessary  to  await 
nirther  advices  from  you,  I  may  have  them  by  the  return  vessel. 

I  am  of  opinion  they  will  do  almost  anything  short  of  making  an  express  pro- 
vision  in  the  convention  for  interest.  At  that  I  think,  but  am  not  positive,  tliey 
will  hesitate.  I  shall  thoroughly  sound  them,  and  without  any  indications  of 
yielding,  endeavor,  if  possible,  to  bring  them  to  the  point. 

But  I  am  of  the  further  opinion  that  we  would  be  morally  certain  of  oar 
interest  if  left  as  the  Ecuador  convention  was,  and  I  should,  rather  than  that 
the  convention  fail,  recommend  closing  it  on  those  terms.  Nevertheless,  I  am 
satisfied  they  will  go  beyond  that,  and  in  some  way  provide  that  the  question  of 
interest  be  left  wim  the  conmiission,  or  agree  outside  of  the  convention  that  six 
per  cent  be  allowed. 

As  their  congress  cannot  be  expected  to  act  on  the  convention  before  March, 
we  shall  perhaps  not  lose  much  tune  in  awaiting  your  reply  to  this  despatch. 
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IJDless,  therefore,  they  shall  accept  Babetantiallj  your  stiggestioD,  I  shall  deem 
it  my  duty  to  await  your  further  instruction. 

With  sentiments  of  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  CULVER. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr.  Culver  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

No.  137.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  November  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  the  date  of  my  last  despatch, 
(No.  136,)  I  have  had  an  interview  with  President  Guzman  and  bis  minieter, 
Mr.  Seijas,  touching  the  convention  for  a  joint  commission,  and,  as  I  intimated 
in  that  despatch,  I  found  him  inflexibly  opposed  to  any  positive  provision  bemg 
inserted  in  the  convention  for  the  payment  of  interest.  His  reasons  were  the 
same  as  those  set  forth  in  my  despatch  No.  136,  and  especially  the  third  groond 
of  objection  therein  contained. 

I  inferred  from  the  tenor  and  manner  of  his  remarks  that  he  would  allow  the 
convention  to  fail  rather  than  consent  to  the  insertion  of  a  positive  provision  in 
it  for  the  payment  of  interest. 

After  this  expression  of  his  views,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  your  suggestions 
as  to  allowance  of  interest,  I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  await  your  fdrth<ff 
instructions,  deeming  it  unnecessary  to  report  any  suggestions  contained  in  my 
last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  CULVEE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Culver, 

[Extract.] 

No.  113.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  30,  18C5. 
Sir:  *  *  *  *  *  * 

In  answer  to  your  No.  136,  which  treats  of  the  convention  proposed  between 
Venezuela  and  the  United  States  for  the  adjustment  and  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  objection  of  the  government  of  Venezuela 
to  a  provision  for  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the  amounts  which  may  be 
awarded  to  the  claimants  by  the  commission,  you  are  instructed  to  insist  upon  its 
ibsertion  in  the  convention,  inasmuch  as  a  pi'ecedent  contrary  thereto,  for  the 
benefit  of  Venezuela,  would  equally  be  a  precedent  against  this  government  in 
its  future  conventions  with  other  powers. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWARD. 
Erastus  D.  Culver,  Esq.,  Sfc,  ifc,,  8fc. 
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Mr.  Culver  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  143.]  Lkgation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  January  25,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  the  department  that  on  the  13th  of  Novomher 
last  I  received  a  despatch  from  our  vice-consul  at  Giudad  Bolivar^  informing 
me  that  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  October  previous  an  attack  had  been  made 
upon  the  steamer  Apure,  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  at  Apurito, 
in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Orinoco,  by  an  armed  body  of  insurgents,  and  that 
the  captain,  J.  W.  Hammer,  the  second  captain,  J.  Brissot,  and  P.  D.  Canfield, 
first  engineer,  all  of  them  citizens  of  the  United  States,  had  been  killed ;  that 
tiiere  was  very  great  excitement  in  the  valley  of  the  Orinoco  upon  the  matter, 
especially  among  the  resident  foreigners,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  the  consular 
body  at  Giudad  Bolivar. 

I  thereupon  addressed  a  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  which 
(marked  A)  I  herewith  enclose  to  you. 

Knowing  that  the  government  here  as  well  as  the  public  press  had  received 
despatches  with  full  details  of  the  outrage,  I  was  surprised  at  the  entire  silence 
of  each.  N6  allusion  to  it  was  made,  and  after  a  delay  of  some  two  weeks,  and 
after  intimating  privately  to  the  foreign  secretary  that  it  was  a  case  where  I  had 
a  right  to  expect  a  more  prompt  response,  I  received  on  the  27th  November  a 
reply  to  my  note,  a  translation  of  which  (marked  B)  I  herewith  transmit. 

Very  soon  thereafter,  I  received  from  our  vice-consul  a  copy  in  Spanish  of 
the  evidence  taken  before  the  judge  of  the  first  instance  at  Giudad  Bolivar ;  also 
a  condensed  statement  of  the  facts,  substantiated  by  that  evidence  as  found  by 
the  consular  body  in  that  city,  of  which  last,  being  in  English,  I  forward  you  a 
copy  (marked  C.) 

From  this  evidence,  as  stated  by  the  consuls,  it  will  be  seen  that  Gaptain  Ham- 
mer had  with  his  other  passengers  taking  on  board  for  transportation  up  the  river 
some  fifty  troops,  under  the  command  of  the  president  of  the  State  of  Apure, 
and  when  he  reached  Apurito  his  steamer  was  in  the  night  attacked  by  an  armed 
body  of  insurgents  from  the  shore,  and  the  captain,  his  mate,  and  engineer,  were 
killed. 

The  conduct  of  President  Garcia  and  his  official  was  most  cowardly  in  not 
protecting  the  steamer,  its  officers,  and  prfssengers,  while  that  of  the  party  on 
Bhore  was  most  fiendish.  It  is  not  pretended  that  a  state  of  war  existed,  or  any 
general  or  reorganized  insurrection,  but  a  sudden  attempt  of  a  few  restless  rebel 
chiefs  (with  which  the  country  swarms)  to  overthrow  the  State  government,  and 
which  they  accomplished. 

I  have  reason  to  know  that  the  government  received  this  evidence  taken  before 
the  judge,  and  also  the  statement  and  protest  (G)  of  the  consular  body,  at  the 
time  that  copies  reached  me,  and  yet  up  to  this  date  not  one  word  has  been 
communicated  to  me  upon  the  subject,  other  than  the  minister's  note  (B)  of  the 
25th  November,  while  the  government  press  in  the  capital,  which  is  eager  to 
pnblish  all  that  transpires  in  Ghili,  Peru,  and  Mexico,  has  maintained  a  dogged 
silence  as  to  this  outrage. 

The  cause  of  all  this,  as  I  infer,  and  indeed  I  am  so  informed,  is  the  apprehen- 
sion that  reclamations  will  be  made.  In  the  instructions  given  to  the  judge  who 
held. the  investigation  he  was  distinctly  ordered  "  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  princi- 
pal object  in  instituting  the  inquiry  was  to  protect  the  nation  from  all  injustice 
in  any  reclamations  which  perchance  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  or 
England  might  make."  A  very  singular  caution  truly  to  give  to  a  judicial 
tribunal  whose  honest  and  sole  object  one  would  suppose  should  be  to  elicit  the 
truth,  let  its  results  affect  whomsoever  they  might. 

Perceiving,  as  I  thought,  a  disposition  to  allow  the  matter  to  slumber  in  silence, 
on  the  20th  instant  I  addressed  a  second  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
a  copy  of  which  (marked  D)  I  enclose  herewith.  ^,y,_.. .,  CjOOqIc 
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Nothing  ftirther  has  been  heard  from  the  government,  and  from  mj  knowledge 
of  the  way  and  manner  in  which  these  outrages  are  treated,  I  am  prepared  to 
expect  that  nothing  further  will  be  done,  nor  shall  I  ever  hear  anything  farther 
from  the  authorities  touching  it,  except  by  dint  of  hard  pressing.  The  whole 
matter  will  be  left  to  slumber  in  silence,  while  others  of  our  citizens  will  be  invited 
to  come  with  their  capital  and  skill  to  help  develop  the  resources  of  the  country, 
and  ultimately  to  share  the  fate  of  Captain  Hammer. 

In  my  opinion  this  is  a  clear  case  of  wanton  murder ^  and  the  villanous  chiefii 
who  conducted  the  attack  ought  to  su£Per  the  extreme  penalties  of  the  law; 
instead  of  which  they  are  now  at  the  head  of  the  recognized  government  of  the 
State  of  Apure. 

£ach  of  the  three  citizens  killed  on  the  occasion  referred  to  has  lef^  a  £unOy 
that  was  dependent  on  him  for  support. 

I  ask  the  instructions  of  my  government  touching  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


E.  D.  CULVER. 


Mr.  Culver  to  Mr,  Seijas, 

Legation  of  the  UNrPED  States, 

Caracas,  November  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  Tbe  undersigned,  minister  resideDt  of  the  United  States,  is  pained  to  inform  the  gor- 
emment  of  Venezuela  that  he  has  this  day  received  a  despatch  from  the  United  States  con- 
sulate at  Ciudad  Bolivar,  under  date  of  )^d  instant,  advising  him  as  follows : 

'*  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  of  one  of  the  most  atrocious  acts  that  was  ever  com- 
mitted in  this  country — nothing  less  than  the  most  cruel  assassination  of  the  whole  crew  and 
officers  of  the  American  steamer  Apure. 

"  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  victims :  Captain  J.  W.  Hammer,  general  a^ent  of  Orinofl) 
Steam|Navi^ation  Company,  from  Iowa ;  Captain  J.  Brissot,  of  Louisiana ;  and  Philip  Caafieki, 
of  New  York,  first  engineer. 

**  The  crime  was  |>erpetrated  at  the  town  of  Apurito,  on  the  19th  of  October,  and  has  called 
forth  the  general  inaignation  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  and  is  considered  by  tbewhoid 
community  as  the  most  outrageous  and  unprovoked  crime  ever  perpetrated,  and  should  call 
the  serious  attention  of  the  representatives  of  the  different  governments  resident  in  Venezuek.** 

The  undersigned  is  further  advised  that  all  the  victims  of  this  murder  were  citizens  of  tht 
United  States,  and  each  leaves  a  wife  and  children  in  Venezuela,  in  indigpent  circumstances. 

As  these  murdered  citizens  were  pursuing  a  legitimate  commerce  under  the  flae  of  tli«ir 
country  in  the  waters  of  Venezuela,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  its  authorities,  the  undereigDed 
cannot  too  strongly  assure  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will  expect  that  of  Venezuela,  first,  to  institute  a  prompt  and  effective  investigatioDof 
the  affair ;  and,  second,  bring  to  a  sure,  speedy,  and  condign  punishment  the  goilty  parties. 

In  the  mean  time  the  undersigned  has  directed  his  consul  at  Ciudad  de  Bolivar  to  take  sad 
forward  to  him  the  depositions  of  any  and  all  witnesses  whose  evidence  can  throw  any  ligbt 
on  the  atrocious  crime. 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  ask  to  be  advised  by  the  government  of  Venezuela  of 
any  new  or  additional  facts  in  the  case,  which  may  have  come  to  its  knowledge,  and  which 
it  may  deem  proper  to  communicate. 

The  character  and  atrocity  of  the  crime  seem  to  the  undersigned  to  be  of  a  natore  that  it 
should  not  be  allowed  to  rest  for  a  day  without  a  searching  investigation. 

The  undersigned  has  a  copy  of  an  official  note  i^om  the  president  of  the  State  of  Apure,  to 
that  of  the  State  of  Guayana,  corroborating  the  statement  of  his  consul,  and  which  copy  be 
will  cheerfully  furnish  if  desired  by  the  government  of  Venezuela. 

Thelmdersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Air.  Segas  the  assurance  of  his  distingoidi^ 
consideration. 

E.  D.  CULVEB. 

His  Excellency  Senor  Rafael  Sbuas, 

Minister  Foreign  Affairs,  ^c,  8fe,,  8fc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  433 

B. 

Mr,  Seijas  to  Mr,  Culver, 

[Translation.] 

Caracas,  November  25,  1865— 
Year  second  of  the  law  and  seven  of  federation. 

The  nndersigned,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  had  the  honor 
to  receive  the  note  in  which  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America  commu- 
nicates the  intellifirence  which  had  been  received  from  Cindad  Bolivar,  concerning  the  assas- 
smation  of  the  officers  who  manned  the  American  steamer  Apnre. 

The  citizen  first  vice-president  charged  with  the  duties  of  the  presidency  of  the  republic 
has  learned  with  profound  regret  of  that  crime,  which  has  been  undertaken  against  life, 
property,  security,  and  the  other  interests  which  the  association  had  confided  to  its  agents. 

The  government  is  in  possession  of  no  reliable  data  concerning  the  affair,  of  which  differ- 
ent relations  are  given,  but  which  nevertheless  represent  it  as  having  occurred  in  a  fight 
between  the  forces  commanded  by  the  president  of  the  State  of  Apure,  and  others,  who  had 
arrayed  themselves  against  its  authority. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  the  truth  about  the  affair,  and  to  adopt  the  requisite  measures,  the 
national  executive  on  receiving  Mr.  Culver's  note  gave  orders  tnat  every  possible  means  b# 
taken  to  investigate  the  causes  of  those  deaths,  together  with  the  attending  circumstances ; 
tlie  results  of  all  which  shall  be  opportunel  v  communicated  to  the  legation. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Culver  tne  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

RAFAEL  SEIJAS. 

E.  D.  Culver,  Esq , 

Minister  Resident ,  ^c,  Sfc,  $fe. 


C 

Proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  consuls  and  foreign  residents  held  at  Ciudad  Bolivar   Venezuela^ 

November  12,  1865. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Ciudad  Bolivar^  November  10,  1866. 
Sir  :  You  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  consuls  and  foreign  residents 
in  this  city,  to  be  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Club  del  Cowercio,  on  Sunday,  12th  instant,  at  VZ 
o'clock,  noon,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  action  as  may  then  be  deemed  necessary  in 
ifcgard  to:  he  recent  unhappy  occurrence  at  Apurito. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DALTON. 

United  States  Consul, 

In  accordance  with  the  above  circular  a  general  assemblage  of  the  gentlemen  invited  took 
place  at  the  appointed  time,  when,  upon  the  motion  of  the  British  consul,  seconded  by  the 
consnlof  the  Hanseatic  cities,  John  Dalton,  esq..  United  States  consul,  was  called  to  the 
<'hair ;  Doctor  Louis  Plassard,  consul  of  France,  appointed  vice-president,  and  Mr.  Joseph 
B.  Austin,  of  New  York,  United  States,  appointed  secretary. 

The  meeting  being  thus  duly  organized,  after  a  few  appropriate  remarks  by  the  president, 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read  by  the  secretary : 

Wheretis  recent  most  calamitous  events  have  impressed  upon  this  community  a  profound 
*ense  of  gloom  and  insecurity,  while  we  have  to  lament  the  sacrifice  of  valuable  lives,  the 
exDosure  to  damage  or  destruction  of  large  amounts  of  property,  and  the  obstruction  of  the 
only  reliable  channel  of  communication  with  the  interior  of  the  republic,  it  seems  necessary 
^ftt  public  attention  should  be  directed  to  a  plain  statement  of  the  facts  attendant  on  the  late 
^utTAge  perpetrated  at  Apurito,  and  measures  adopted  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  similar  in- 
dirties. 

The  steamer  Apure,  a  boat  regularly  engaged  in  the  navigation  and  transportation  of  pas- 
Mnsers  and  freight  upon  the  rivers  Orinoco  and  Apure,  between  the  ports  ot  Cindad  Bolivar, 
in  tbe  State  of  Guayana,  and  the  Nutrias,  in  the  State  of  Zamora,  each  State  being  a  constitu- 
ent portion  of  the  republic  of  Venezuela,  the  steamer  operating  under  a  special  charter  from 
the  republic  of  Venezuela  to  the  corporation- known  as  the  Orinoco  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
^ny,  said  corporation  being  located  and  established  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  thi*  United 
States  of  America ;  her  captain,  John  W.  Hammer,  being  the  general  agent  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, and  himself,  Juhus  de  Brissot,  first  oflicer,  Philip  D.  Caufield,  first  engineer,  and 
Jacob  Stackpole,  thurd  enginer,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  Daniel 
Kink,  second  engineer,  a  subject  of  her  Britannic  Majesty.    The  said  steamer,  being  engaged 
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Id  makinj^  one  of  her  regular  commercial  yoyages,  conyeyiDg  passengers  and  freieht  betweeo 
the  above-named  and  intermediate  ports,  did,  on  the  I6th  day  of  October,  1865,  in  the  usual 
course  of  such  voyage,  make  her  regular  call  at  the  port  of  San  Fernando  de  Apure,  the  capi- 
tal of  the  State  of  Apure,  in  the  republic  of  Venezuela. 

At  this  place  Geueml  Juan  B.  .Garcia,  the  president  of  the  State  of  Apure,  demanded  tnns- 
portation  for  himself,  seven  officers,  and  fifty -one  soldiers,  with  their  military  material,  to  b« 
taken  at  the  usual  rates  of  pa8«>age  and  freight  stipulated  for  in  the  charter  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, and  to  be  landed  at  any  point  which  he  might  direct  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
State  of  Apure,  assurance  being  given  that  it  was  merely  intended  as  a  corps  of  obsenratloo, 
no  insurgent  enemies  having  established  themselves  at  any  point  upon  the  route  of  the  steamer. 
Under  these  representations  and  circumstances  the  officers,  men,  and  military  material  wse 
embarked,  aud  on  the  17th  of  October  the  steamer  proceeded  upon  her  voyage  up  the  Apon 
river. 

At  about  seven  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  October  the  steamer  reached  the 
port  of  Apurito,  in  the  said  State  of  Apure,  one  of  her  regular  stepping  places,  and  at  which 
passen^rs  and  freight  were  to  be  landed.  The  captain,  not  suspecting  any  danger,  and  as  it 
was  quite  dark  and  considered  imprudent  to  run  at  nights  with  the  existing  stage  of  water 
in  the  river,  ordered  the  boat  to  be  tied  up  until  daylight,  which  was  accordingly  done,  haw- 
sers being  made  fast  to  trees  on  shore  from  the  forward  and  after  parts  of  &»  main  deck, 
together  with  the  chain  cable  from  the  bow;  the  forward  and  amid-ship  gang-planks  ran 
ashore,  and  preparations  commenced  for  landing  cargo.  At  this  moment  General  Gardft 
ordered  thirty  men  to  be  disembarked,  and  while  this  was  being  done,  most  of  them  having 
landed,  and  a  tew  remaining  on  the  gang-planks,  a  heavy  and  sustained  firing  was  auddeolj 
opened  upon  the  steamer  from  a  force  of  iu^urgeuts  ambushed  upon  the  shore.  Immedi^y 
upon  the  commencement  of  the  firing,  the  military  officers  ran  to  cover,  leaving  their  men, 
who,  retreating,  clustered  about  the  gang-planks,  whereupon  the  steamer's  first  officer,  Mr. 
de  Brissot,  while  engaged  in  pushing  them  ashore  that  he  might  clear  the  decks  and  cast  off 
the  fastenings  of  the  steamer,  was  struck  in  the  head  by  a  ball  from  the  shore  party  and  se- 
verely wounded.  He  passed  up  the  saloon  deck,  and  while  ui^ng  General  Garcia  to  go 
down  to  the  main  deck  and  take  command  of  his  men,  as  their  officers  had  all  disappeaied, 
and  he,  Brissot,  wished  to  cast  the  boat  loose  and  save  the  lives  and  property  on  board,  re- 
ceived a  second  shot  in  the  breast  from  the  shore  party,  and  fell  dead.  At  about  the  same 
time  portions  of  the  steam-pipes  on  the  main  deck  having  been  cut  by  balls,  and  it  being 
necessary  to  start  the  water  into  the  boilers,  as  the  boat  was  exposed  to  great  danger  of  blow- 
ing up,  the  third  engineer,  Mr.  Stackpole,  while  engaged  in  these  duties,  exposed  to  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  shore,  received  a  ball  through  his  right  arm.  The  greatest  confusinn  now 
reigned  on  the  main  deck;  the  military  officers  having  generally  secreted  themselyea,  the  sol- 
diers took  to  such  cover  as  they  could  find,  keeping  up  a  desultory  fire  on  the  enemy  ashore, 
while  the  vollevs  from  the  shore  were  heavy  and  constant,  being  mainly  directed  to  the 
saloon  deck,  where  it  must  have*  been  well  known  none  but  passengers  ana  uon-combatai^ 
would  be  placed.  A  party  from  the  shore,  also,  held  the  forecastle  of  the  steamer,  rendering 
it  impossible  to  cast  on  the  chain  cable.  The  only  persons  on  board  remaining  at  their  po$ts 
of  duty  seem  to  have  been  the  captain  and  first  and  third  engineers,  who  were  upoa 
their  regular  watch  at  the  engines.  Somewhere  between  the  hours  of  JO  p.  m.  and  uiidnight 
Captain  Hammer,  findiuff  that  it  was  hopeless  to  expect  any  action  to  be  taken  by  the  mili- 
tary officers  on  board,  and  deeply  solicitous  in  regard  to  the  lives  and  property  intrusted  to 
his  charge,  decided  to  go  on  shore  and  endeavor  to  prevail  on  the  officers  of  the  insargents 
to  suspend  firing.  This  resolution  he  carried  out  with  the  most  salf-sacrificing  gallantry, 
landing  in  the  midst  of  the  firing  from  both  parties,  and  having  met  one  of  the  insurgent  on- 
cers, was  proceeding  up  the  bank,  having  taken  his  arm,  and  engaged  in  earnest  cunveist- 
tion,  when  he  fell  dead,  pierced  by  a  ball  through  the  body. 

During  the  night  (h ueral  Garcia  was  re^enforced  by  about  60  men,  who  reached  the  steamer 
in  canoes,  but  they  all  retreated  to  the  same  cover  with  those  on  board,  and  no  attempt  was 
made  to  attack  the  party  on  shore.  About  half-past  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
the  fire  from  the  shore  having  slackened  somewhat,  Mr.  Gaufield,  first  engineer,  succeeded 
in  inducing  General  Garcia  to  order  the  boat  to  be  cast  loose.  He  accordiugly  offered  a  re- 
ward of  $100  to  any  one  accomplishing  the  service,  and  one  of  his  officers  with  one  oi  the 
passengers  finally  effected  it,  both  being  severely  wounded,  one  since  dead.  The  stcaioer 
drifted  out  into  the  stream,  and  came  to  anchor  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  scene  of 
action.  About  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  Mr.  Gaufield  went  ashore  in  the  steamer's  yawl, 
found  the  captain's  body,  and  made  arrangements  for  having  it  properly  intenred,  w^hen  he 
returned  to  the  boat.  At  7  o'clock  General  Garcia  embarked  his  men  in  canoes,  and 
abandoned  the  steamer,  the  excellent  shelter  they  had  found  being  established  by  the  hd 
that  though  over  one  hundrod  men  had  been  exposed  to  an  almost  onintermptod  fire  at  closft 
quarters  ror  more  than  seven  hours,  but  one  was  killed  and  only  six  wounaed.  When  the 
boat  had  reached  a  safe  position  they  laid  on  their  oars,  gave  three  cheers  and  retreated  dowa 
the  river.  Mr.  Gaufield  again  went  on  shore  after  the  departure  of  General  Garcia,  had  w 
interview  with  the  insurgent  leaders,  General  Sosa  and  Juan  Santos  Mendez,  found  that  w 
objection  would  be  made  to  the  steamer's  landing,  and  upon  returning  on  board  the  landiof 
was  made,  passengers  and  freight  discharged,  the  funeral  of  the  captain  wod  first  officer 
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properlj  attended  bj  their  snrviying  comradesi  and  upon  tbe  evening  of  the  19th  the  steamer 
proceeded  on  her  voyage  to  Nutrias.     * 

hi  view,  therefore,  of  this  recital  of  facts  the  nndersigned,  consuls  of  foreign  powers,  mer- 
chants engaged  in  business  in  Ciudad  Bolivar  and  with  the  interior  ports,  and  strangers 
temporarily  resident  in  this  portion  of  the  republic,  enter  their  solemn  Protest,  in  the  name  of 
humanity  auQ  iutemational  right,  against  such  wanton  sacrifice  of  valuable  lives,  such 
exposure  to  deadly  peril  of  innocent  passengers,  women  and  children,  such  reckless  disregard 
of  tbe  rights  of  neutral  property ,*and  such  interruption  to  trade,  commerce,  and  enterprises 
of  internal  improvement.     Uniting,  therefore,  unanimously  in  the  following  resolutions  : 

Ruolvedf  That  in  the  death  of  Captain  John  W.  Hammer,  for  sixteen  years  so  intimately 
associated  with  this  great  enterprise  of  steam  communication  with  tbe  interior,  a  man  so 
energetic  in  purpose,  so  gentle  and  generous  in  disposition,  and  so  honorable  and  disinterested 
in  aU  his  transactions,  this  community  has  experienced  an  irreparable  loss,  and  each  of  us, 
individually ,"«  valued  and  tried  friend.  That  while  we  mourn  his  loss,  there  is  alleviation  in 
the  consideration  of  the  noble  courage  and  intense  devotion  to  duty  evidenced  in  that  clos- 
ing scene  of  his  life,  when,  mindful  only  of  the  interests  of  the  defenceless,  he  fell  in  the 
endeavor  to  secure  their  safety. 

Resolvid^  That  our  sincere  sympathies  be  tendered  to  Mrs.  Hammer  and  Mrs.  de  Brissot, 
with  their  families,  in  view  of  this  overwhelming  affliction  which  has  so  suddenly  fallen  upon 
them. 

Kesolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  the  merchants  of  this  city,  and  the  passengers  on  board  the 
iteamer  Apnre,  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  Mr.  Caufield,  first  engineer,  and  Mr. 
Stackpole,  third  engineer,  for  their  courageous  attention  to  duty  throughout  that  perilous 
night;  as  also  to  Mr.  Salom,  the  secretary  of  the  steamer,  for  his  unwearied  exertions  and 
attention  to  the  comraercial^nterests  so  unexpectedly  devolving  upon  him  in  the  resumption 
and  prosecution  of  the  voyage  of  the  steamer. 

Reiolvett,  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  these  resolutions  be  presented  to  his  excellency 
General  Josd  L.  Arismendi,  wiHi  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  for  his  prompt  and  energetic 
measnres  towards  a  thorough  examination  into  tbe  details  of  this  outrage,  coupled  with  the 
&i4urance  that  confidence  is  placed  in  his  determination  and  ability  to  establish  security,  main- 
tain order  aud  administer  justice  throughout  the  boundaries  of  his  presidency  of  Guayana. 

Rttolttd^  That  copies  shall  also  be  presented  to  the  consuls  of  foreign  states  here  repre- 
sented, with  the  request  that  they  be  forwarded  to  their  respective  governments. 

Rtiotved^  That  the  same  shall  be  published  in  the  Spanish  language  in  the  daily  papers  of 
this  city. 

JOHN  DALTON,  U.  S.  Consul,  President,  A.  VOZELIUS.  Denmark. 

L.  PLA88ARD,  WILLIAM  DALTON,  Brioldyn,  U,  8. 

Viet'Consul  of  France,  Vice-President,  D.  M.  BATTISTINI,  France. 

KENNEIH  MATHISON,  H.  SPRICK, //am>wr. 

H.  B,  N,  Vice-Consul,  FELIX  CAZABAT,  France, 

H.  KROHN,  Consul  of  the  Hansealic  Ctti€S,  OSCAR  G.  D.  MOXCH.  Hamburg, 

H.  COURLAENDER,  HERMAN  R.  MONCH.  Hamburg, 

Vice-Consul  of  Denmark,  A,  KOENITZER,  England. 

ANTO.  BATALLA,  t^ire- Consul  of  Spain,  H.  LARRIEQ,  France. 

CHRISTIAXO  VICENTINI,  JOHN  WULFF.  New  York,  V,  S. 

Consular  DeUgate  of  Italy,  F.  UMLAUFF,  Hamburg, 

DESTEIN,  Vice-Consul  of  BrazU,  F.  PRAHL,  Lubeck. 

C.  VANSELOW,  Consul  of  Prussia,  H.  HUGUENIN,  Cassel, 

ANTO.  DALLA  COSTA,  THEO.  ALDAG,  Hamburg. 

Consul  of  Sweden  and  Norway.  CARLOS  ARNESEN,  Denmark. 

ADOLP  VINNEN,  Consul  of  Hanorer.  HJJRM.  BOLLAND,  Bremen. 

T.  FELDHU8EN,  Consul  of  Oldenburg.  A.  VAUDAIS,  France. 

M.  PLES9MANN,  ALEX.  McCALLUM,  Maine,  V.  S. 

Acting  VUe-Consul  of  the  Netherlands.  L.  MORGAN  DAVIS,  Philadelphia,  U.  S. 

THEO.  MONCH,  Hamburg.  J.  M.  PERFETTI,  France. 

R  GROSS,  Bremen.  A.  BURATTO,  Italy. 

L.  BROCKMANN,  Lubsck.  C.  FRUSTUCK,  France. 

H.  HOLST,  Hamburg.  LOR.  LORENZEN,  Hamburg. 

J.  B.  AUSTIN,  New  York,  U.  S.  C.  A.  SOULE.  France. 

On  motion  of  the  British  consul,  seconded  by  the  consul  of  the  Hanseatic  Cities,  the  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  and  afterwards  signed  by  the  gentlemen 
present;  whereupon  Mr.  Krohu  moved  the  following : 

fUsolvedy  That  the  merchants  and  citizens  of  this  place  be  requested  to  unite  in  a  subscrip- 
tion for  the  erection  of  a  monument  upon  the  public  esplanade  of  this  city,  to  the  memory  of 
Captain  John  W.  Hammer,  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  collect  subscriptions,  pro- 
cure from  the  authorities  ^  suitable  location,  and  attend  to  the  purchase  and  erection  of  the 
meoaorial. 
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This  Tosolation  bayioff  been  passed  nnaiiimoiisly,  the  chairman  named  Mr.  Krohn,  Mr. 
Antonio  Dalla  Costa,  and  Doctor  Passard  as  members  of  the  committee,  and  the  meetinf 
thereupon  adjoomed. 

J.  B.  AUSTIN,  Secretmfjf. 

CiUDAD  BouvAA,'JVoveiii^r  1%  1865. 


D. 

Mr.  Culver  to  Mr.  Seijat, 

Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

Caracas,  Janmo^  20,  18GS. 

Sir:  It  is  near  two  months  since  the  undersigned  was  assnred  by  yoor  excellency,  in  jim 
note  of  the  25th  of  November  last,  that  the  government  of  Venezuela  bad  ordered  an  inves- 
tigation as  to  the  cause  of  the  death  of  Captain  J.  W.  Hammer,  and  other  citizens  of  tbe 
United  States,  at  Apurito,  on  the  Upner  Orinoco. 

The  undersigned  has  been  informea  that  such  an  investigation  has  been  bad  at  Ciudad  de 
Bolivar,  and  the  depositions  touching  the  same  taken  before  the  judge  of  the  first  in3taIlc^ 
and  forwarded  to  Caracas ;  and  the  ucdernigned  has  waited  with  some  surprise  at  the  dda^ 
to  be  advised,  as  your  excellency  had  assured  him  he  should  be,  of  the  result  of  that  investi* 
gation,  and  of  the  opinion  and  })urpo8e8  of  the  government  touching  the  same. 

The  undersigned  has  been  pained  to  notice  not  only  the  entire  silence  of  tbe  press  in  Uku 
capital  supposed  to  represent  the  views  of  i\ie  government,  as  to  the  facte  and  character  of 
that  outrage,  but  albo  the  silence  of  the  government  itself. 

The  undersigned  has  seen,  as  he  has  no  doubt  the  government  has,  the  testimony  taken 
on  that  investigation.  No  doubt  can  remain  as  to  the  character  and  atrocity  of  tbe  ontrtfre. 
These  nnoflfiBnding  citizens  were  plying  their  legitimate  vocation  in  the  waters  of  Veneziula 
under  the  invitation  and  promised  protection  of  its  authorities.  They  had  violated  no  law, 
were  parties  to  no  plot  or  treason,  and  no  crime  or  offence  was  imputed  to  them,  when  tbej 
were  fired  upon  by  an  armed  body  of  rebel  forces,  commanded  by  insurgent  chiefs,  and  their 
lives  wantonly  sacrificed. 

And  as  some  weeks  have  transpired  since  the  facts  established  on  the  inveetigatloB  bare 
been  before  the  public  and  the  government,  the  undersigned  deems  it  his  duty  to  inquire  of 
the  government  wbether*it  has  ordered  the  arrest  and  trial  of  those  chiefs;  what  action  it  b» 
taken  or  purposes  to  take  in  the  premises.  The  undersigned  can  hardly  believe  it  possible 
that  the  authorities  of  Venezuela  should  allow  this  outrage  to  go  unredressed  ;  these  mar* 
derers  to  go  unwhipped  of  justice.  What  adds  to  the  pain  and  solicitude  of  the  andersigned 
is  the  report  that  comes  to  him  that  tbe  iusurrectionaKv  party  committing  these  murders 
has  been  recognized  by  the  general  government  as  the  legitimate  government  party  in  tlie 
State  of  Apure. 

The  undersigned  will  wait  with  anxiety  to  be  advised,  in  reply  to  this  note,  of  the  actioo 
and  purpose  of  the  government  of  Venezuela,  to  the  end  that  he  may  communicate  with  his 
government ;  and  in  the  mean  time  he  renews  to  Mr.  Srijas  the  assurance  of  his  distiugoisbed 
consideration. 

E.  D.  CULVER. 

His  Excellency  Senor  Rafael  Seuas, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  lire,  Sfc,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Culver  to  Mr,  Seacard, 

No.  145.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  February  27,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  bad  the  honor  to  receive,  on  tbe  15th  January  last,  your  despatch 
No.  113,  of  date  30th  November,  touching  the  provision  for  payment  of  interest 
in  the  convention  proposed  to  be  made  with  Venezuela.  Owing  to  the  long  and 
severe  illness  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  I  did  not  communicate  to  him 
your  instructions  therein  contained  until  the  Ist  instant.  On  receiving  my  note 
containing  them,  he  placed  the  same  before  the  President,  and  I  was  promise<l 
an  early  interview  with  the  latter. 

But  it  was  not  until  to-day,  at  a  late  hour,  that  I  obtained  such  interview,  and 
as  this  note  must  be  despatched  this  evening  to  reach  the  ship  which  sails  to-mor- 
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row,  I  must  necessarily  be  brief  in  what  I  have  to  eommanicate  tonchiug  that 
interview. 

He  seemed  fixed  in  his  determination  not  to  stipulate  lor  the  payment  of  six 
per  cent,  interest  on  the  award  of  the  commission,  urging  as  his  chief  and  earnest 
reason  therefor,  that  if  allowed  to  the  United  States,  his  government  will  have 
to  allow  at  the  same  rate  to  every  other  government ;  that  he  had  liquidated  the 
claims  of  all  or  nearly  all  the  other  governments,  but  had  not  yet  agreed  with 
them  as  to  the  manner  of  payment,  hoping  to  be  able  to  have  the  convention 
widi  the  United  States  to  present  to  them  as  a  precedent ;  that  if  compelled  to 
pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  on  the  exorbitant  claims  of  France,  Spain, 
Great  Britain,  and  Netherlands,  his  government  could  never  get  beyona  the 
payment  of  interest. 

Of  course  I  met  his  arguments  with  such  replies  as  I  thought  appropriate, 
basing  them  chiefly  on  the  reasons  set  forth  in  your  No.  113.  After  considerable 
conversation  he  said  he  would  be  willing  to  pay  two  percent.,  the  amount  pro- 
vided for  in  their  bonds  for  interaal  consolidated  national  debt.  But  beyond 
that  he  seemed  resolved  not  to  go. 

He  said  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  that  the  commission  could  be  authorized 
to  take  into  consideration,  in  awarding  damages,  the  length  of  time  given  for  pay- 
ment, which  1  accepted  as  meaning  that  they  might  make  the  principal  large 
enoogh  to  cover  the  interest. 

I  informed  him,  however,  that  under  your  instructions  I  could  not  accede  to 
any  of  his  propositions,  and  must  insist  on  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent. 

We  thus  left  the  matter,  he  begging  me  to  write  you  at  once  to  see  if  your 
instructions  could  not  be  modified,  and  not  have  the  convention  fail.  I,  how- 
ever, gave  him  no  encouragement  to  hope  for  a  modification  of  your  views,  in- 
forming him  it  would  require  some  fifty  days  to  get  your  reply. 

Thus  the  interview  was  terminated.  My  opinion  is  the  government  of  Ven- 
ezuela will  allow  the  convention  to  fail  rather  than  agree  in  terms  to  pay  six 
per  cent,  interest 

I  am  further  of  the  opinion,  as  expressed  in  my  No.  136,  that  with  a  provision 
inserted  that  the  commission  may,  in  awarding  damages,  take  into  account  the 
length  of  time  for  payments,  that  we  should  be  morally  certain  of  our  interest. 

If  possible  I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  by  return  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  CULVER. 

Hon.  WfLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

iSecretary  of  State,  Wcuhingtm^  D,  C, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Culver, 

No.  115.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  2,  1866. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  despatch.  No.  143,  of  January  25th  last,  and  its 
accompaniments.  In  that  despatch  you  report  the  circumstances  of  an  attack 
made  by  an  armed  body  of  insurgents  of  Venezuela  upon  the  American  steamer 
Apnre,  in  the  upper  waters  of  Orinoco,  and  the  killing  of  Captain  J.  W.  Hammer 
and  J.  Brissot,  and  Philip  Gaufield,  fir^t  engineer,  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

You  have  brought  this  affair  to  the  notice  of  the  Venezuelan  government  with 
a  view  to  an  investigation  and  the  speedy  punishment  of  the  guilty  parties, 
but  in  consequence  of  having  failed  to  elicit  from  that  government  the  prompt 
and  decisive  action  which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands,  you  ask  for 
instructions  touching  the  matter.  C^ooalp 
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You  will,  therefore,  inform  the  government  of  Venezuela  that  you  are  in- 
structed by  your  government  to  say  that  the  United  States  deems  it  right  to 
ask  that  the  offenders  be  broaght  to  trial,  and  that  prompt  provision  be  made 
to  indemnify  the  widows  or  the  representatives  of  the  sufferers.  You  will  also 
express  regret  at  the  delay  and  apparent  inattention  of  the  Venezuelan  gor- 
ernment. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
E.  D.  Culver,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  ^c. 


Mr.  Culver  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  146.]  •  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  March  10,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  annual  mes- 
sage of  the  acting  president  of  Venezuela  to  the  congressi 

I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  translate  the  whole  document,  but  onlj 
the  paragraph  relating  to  the  United  States ;  the  latter  is  herewith  transmitted 
to  you.  After  alluding  briefly,  as  you  will  see,  in  the  preceding  paragraphs  to 
arrangements  with  France  and  Spain,  he  adds  the  thira,  which  I  have  trans- 
lated, and  to  which  your  attention  is  respectfully  invited. 

The  paragraph  fairly  translated  I  think  would  seem  to  warrant  the  inference 
that  I  had  agreed  to  rely  solely  on  the  proportional  share  of  the  United  States 
in  the  ten  per  cent,  fund  mentioned  in  the  message  for  payment  of  the  award. 
I  have  taken  care  to  come  to  no  such  agreement.  I  have  expressed  mjself 
disposed  to  treat  our  share  of  that  fund  as  security,  pro  tanto,  for  the  payments 
of  accruing  instalments,  but  insisting  that  any  deficiency  must  be  provided  for, 
and  met  in  other  ways. 

It  should  be  further  observed  that  the  message  was  written  and  completed 
before  my  last  interview  with  President  Guzman,  of  whieh  I  gave  you  an  ac- 
count in  my  No.  145,  and  hence  before  his  offer  of  two  per  cent. 

Events  and  conversations  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  since  that  inte^ 
view,  and  since  the  delivery  of  the  message,  lead  me  to  doubt  whether  I  shall 
ever  be  able  to  conclude  a  convention  within  the  line  of  the  instructions  con- 
veyed in  your  No.  113. 

In  the  event  of  the  failure  of  the  convention,  I  would  be  glad  of  definite  in- 
structions as  to  demanding  settlement  for  long  pending  claims. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  CULVER, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

^    Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


[Translation.] 

"The  third  arran^ment  is  that  with  our  decided  friend,  the  ii^ovemment  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can Union.  We  have  agreed  on  the  appointment  of  a  mixed  commission  which  shall 
examine  the  proper  documents  and  fix  the  amount  of  indemnity  in  each  case,  the  aggn^^^^ 
amount  to  he  paid  to  the  American  government  out  of  the  proportional  share  of  the  len  pef 
cent,  of  income  duties  on  imports,  set  apart  hy  the  law  of  public  credit  for  diplomatic  indeio* 
nifications. 

**The  point  is  yet  undetermined,  yet  the  question  is  of  interest.  Both  goremments  hare 
insisted  tenaciously,  the  one  in  demanding  it,  the  other  in  refusing  to  pay  anything  hey on^  tbe 
principal  found  due ;  but  I  trust  to  be  able  to  lay  before  congress,  ere  its  close,  the  treaty. 

**The  discussion  with  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  great  republic  of  the  north  has  never  for* 
moment  lost  sight  of  the  track  of  reason  and  equity,  so  necessary  to  those  of  the  south,  who 
being  young,  are,  for  that  reason,  exposed  to  all  the  obstacles,  frailties,  and  dangers  of  infancj.** 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Culver, 

[Extract.] 

No.  118.]  Departmesnt  of  State, 

Washington^  *April  16,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  despatches  of  the  27th  of  February,  No.  145,  and 
of  the  10th  of  March,  No.  146,  the  latter  of  which  is  accompaaied  by  a  copy  of 
the  annual  message  of  the  President  to  the  congress  of  Venezuela,  for  the 
year  1866. 

I  notice  the  comments  which  you  have  made  upon  so  much  of  that  paper  as 
relates  to  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  republic  of  Ven- 
ezuela, and  to  the  negotiations  of  a  claims'  convention.  I  approve  of  the 
positions  taken  in  those  comments.  You  say,  with  apparent  reason,  that  you 
have  doubts  whether  you  will  be  able  to  conclude  such  a  convention  within  the 
line  of  the  instructions  conveyed  in  my  No.  U.S. 

You  ask  further  instructions  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  event  of 
each  a  failure.  I  have  the  honor  to  say  in  reply,  that  trusting  to  the  justice 
and  friendship  of  the  republic  of  Venezuela,  this  government  proposes  to  await 
its  final  answer,  reserving  itself  for  the  present  as  to  future  proceedings. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  Culver,  Esq.,  ^.,  4r^.,  ^. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Culver  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  151.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  April  25,  1866. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  convention  for  the  settlement 
of  all  claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  government  of  Venezuela,  by  means  of 
a  mixed  commission,  has  this  day  been  concluded  and  signed  by  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  and  myself. . 

Our  convention  with  Ecuador  was  adopted  substantially  as  the  basis  of  the 
present  one,  the  foreign  minister  consenting  to  adopt  the  modification  proposed 
by  mc,  as  communicated  to  you  in  my  No.  124 ;  also  all  the  modifications  sug- 
gested by  you  in  your  No.  110,  except  the  one  naming  the  rate  of  interest. 
As  to  that  and  the  question  of  interest  generally,  I  would  say,  that  after  several 
weeks  earnest  effort  to  come  to  an  arrangement  on  that  point  in  conformity 
widi  your  instructions  in  No.  113,  I  gave  the  matter  up,  concluding  the  con- 
vention must  fail.  I  was  aware  Presidimt  Guzman  was  preparing  to  vacate 
his  oiBce  and  go  to  Europe,  and  that  Congress  was  soon  to  elect  one  to  his 
place  who  would  be  a  stranger  to  the  whole  negotiation,  and  with  whom  the 
entire  ground  would  have  again  to  be  travelled  over.  I  pressed  all  this  upon 
his  consideration,  together  with  the  fact,  that  on  the  failure  of  the  convention 
my  government  would  feel  that  it  had  just  cause  of  dissatisfaction  at  the  want 
of  attention  to  our  claims.  v 

He  finally  directed  his  minister  to  say  to  me,  that  if  I  would  consent  to  five 
per  cent,  interest,  payable  semi-annually,  on  the  whole  amount  awarded,  the 
convention  should  be  signed,  otherwise  it  must  fail.  I  then  inform^.'d  the  min- 
ister that,  as  himself  and  the  President  were  aware  of  your  instructions  as  to  six 
per  cent.,  I  would  take  the  responsibility  of  agreeing  to  the  five  per  cent,  and  of 
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recommendisg  ito  approval  to  my  government ;  but  all  on  the  condition,  and 
with  the  underetanding,  that  unless  it  should  have  your  approbation  it  should 
not  be  held  obligatory.  These  conditions  were  acceded  to  and  the  convention 
signed. 

All  the  claimants  with  whom  I  have  conferred  are  well  Satisfied.  The  het 
that  in  the  case  of*  Ecuador  five  per  cent,  was  accepted  by  the  United  States, 
had  its  influence  with  President  Guzman  in  making,  and  with  me,  in  finally 
accepting,  that  rate  in  the  present  convention. 

I  trust,  therefore,  as  semi-annual  interest  is  provided  for  on  the  whole  amount, 
that  under  all  the  circumstances  the  convention,  as  concluded,  will  have  tbe 
approbation  of  my  government,  and  to  that  end  I  earnestly  recommend  its  ratifi- 
cation. 

I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  very  first  opportunity  to  forward  you  a  duplicate 
of  the  convention,  in  order,  if  approved,  it  may  be  laid  before  the  Senate  before 
its  adjournment  The  Venezuelan  congress  is  yet  in  session,  and  I  have  the 
assurance  of  the  foreign  minister  that  no  time  shall  be  lost  in  placing  the  con- 
vention before  that  body  for  its  ratification. 

Having  now  obtained  the  great  object  for  which,  during  the  last  three  years, 
I  have  been  labeling,  I  shall  hope,  with  greater  confidence  than  before,  that  ny 
request  to  be  recalled,  as  indicated  in  my  No.  148,  will  be  granted,  or  that  mj 
resignation,  when  made  as  suggested  in  my  No.  147,  will  be  accepted,  prefening 
the  former  to  the  latter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  CULVER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr,  Culver  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  152.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  May  3,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  29th  ultimo  General  Falcon 
made  his  entrance  into  the  capital  from  his  residence  in  the  country,  and 
yesterday  resumed  the  functions  of  the  oflSce  of  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic 

General  Guzman,  who  has  acted  as  President  most  of  the  time  since  Novem- 
ber, 1864,  retires  from  the  office,  and  takes  his  seat  as  a  member  of  congre^ 
from  the  federal  district,  having  also  been  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the 
army. 

General  Falcon  has  appointed  a  new  cabinet,  placing  Mr.  Seijas  at  the  head 
of  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  ad  interim. 

I  have  no  expectation  that  General  Falcon  will  long  continue  to  administer 
the  government.  He  will,  in  all  probability,  as  he  has  three  or  four  times  done 
already,  retire  again  to  his  country  seat  in  the  interior,  leaving  the  first  desig- 
nado  to  act  as  President.  / 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  CULVER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr,  Wilson  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  1.]  Legation  of  thb  Unitkd  States, 

Caracas,  October  8,  186G. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  the  department  that  I  arrived  in  this  city  on  the  29th 
day  of  September  last,  after  a  long  and  disagreeable  voyage  from  Philadelphia. 

On  our  arrival  off  La  Gnayra  we  were  notified  of  our  being  under  sanitary 
BBrveillance.  We  were  thus  quarantined  for  three  days,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  an  order  came  from  the  government  permittmg  the  passengers  to  land. 

On  the  3d  instant  I  addressed  a  note  to  Senor  Rafael  Seijas,  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations,  stating  my  arrival,  and  informing  him  that  I  was  the  bearer  of 
a  sealed  letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  President  of  Vene- 
zaela,  (an  open  official  copy  of  which  I  forwarded  to  him  at  the  same  time,)  and 
asking  him  to  designate  a  convenient  time  and  place  when  I  could,  in  an  audi- 
ence with  the  supreme  chief  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  place  the  same 
in  his  hands.    (A  copy  of  this  note  I  enclose,  marked  "  enclosure  No.  1.") 

4e  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  great  respect,  your  obedient  servanti 

JAMES  WILSON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary/  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


No.  1. 

Mil  Wilson  to  Mr,  Seijas, 

St.  Amand's,  October  3, 1866. 

Mr.  James  Wilson  presents  his  compliments  to  tbe  honorable  Rafael  Seijas,  minister  of 
foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  and  has  the  honor  to  inform  him  of 
his  irrival  in  the  city  of  Caracas,  bearing  a  sealed  letter,  an  open  official  copj  wherwf  is 
herewith  transmitted,  addressed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  the 
President  of  the  republic  of  Venezuela,  accrediting  Mr.  Wilscjp  as  minister  resident  of  the 
United  States  near  the  government  of  Venezuela. 

Mr.  Wilson,  in  pursuance  of  his  instructions,  begs  to  request  the  honorable  the  minister 
of  foreign  relations  to  designate  a  conYenie.nt  time  and  place  at  which  he  may  have  the 
honor  ot  presenting  such  original  letter  of  credence  in  person  to  his  excellency  the  Supreme 
Chief  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela. 

Mr.  Wilison  takes  advantM^  of  this  his  first  opportunity  cordially  to  salute  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations,  and  to  tender  him  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  2.J  Legation  of  thr  United  States, 

Caracas,  October  11,  1866. 

Sir  :  Since  my  first  letter,  announcing  my  arrival  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
relations,  I  have  been  verbally  informed  that  the  delay  in  my  official  reception 
arose  from  the  fact  that  bis  excellency  General  Leoa  Colina,  the  primer  designado, 
in  exercise  of  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  has  been,  together  with  the  greater 
number  of  the  cabinet,  called  to  Puerto  Cabello  to  meet  his  excellency  Marshal 
Falcon,  President  of  the  republic,  who  did  not  intend  visiting  the  capital. 

Immediately  on  the  return  here,  on  the  9th  instant,  of  the  primer  designado, 
I  received  a  very  courteous  note  from  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  fixing 
my  reception  for  the  following  day  (yesterday)  at  one  o'clock.  I  replied,  for- 
warding a  copy  of  the  remarks  which  I  proposed  making  on  my  reception ;  a 
further  copy  of  which  I  enclose  herewith  marked  '*  enclosure  No.  1/!^ 
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Yesterday  at  the  hour  named  I  presented  myself  at  the  government  palace, 
and  was  immediately  received  by  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  who,  shortly 
afterwards,  introduced  me  to  the  presence  of  his  excellency  the  primer  designado, 
who  was  surrounded  by  his  cabinet. 

After  delivering  my  remarks,  to  which  his  excellency  duly  replied,  (a  copy  of 
whose  remarks  I  enclose,  with  translation,  marked  **  enclosure  No.  2,'*)  some 
purely  complimentary  conversation  ensued,  and  I  took  my  leave,  well  pleased 
with  my  reception. 

The  primer  designado  and  his  cabinet  were  very  friendly,  and  the  sentiments 
they  expressed  breathed  the  strongest  desire  to  show  their  good  will  to  the 
United  States. 

To-day  I  have  visited  the  charges  d'affaires  of  the  different  powers  represented 
here,  (as  has  been  the  custom  of  other  United  States  ministers,)  and  have  had 
the  satisfaction  of  meeting  with  them  all,  and  of  being  cordially  welcomed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILSON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  1. 


Your  Excellency  :  In  placing^  in  yoar  hands  the  autograph  letter  of  the  President  of  tfce 
United  States,  accrediting^  me  as  minister  resident  near  the  governmeat  of  your  excelkocy, 
I  am  plea.sed  with  the  opportunity  it  affords  me  to  assure  your  excellency  of  the  frieudship, 
regard,  and  high  esteem  entertained  for  you  personally,  and  the  people  of  Venezuela,  bj  tbe 
President  and  government  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  likewise  my  gratifying  privilege  to  express  to  your  excellency  tbe  earnest  desire  of 
the  government  of  the  Uniteu  States  that  the  harmony  arid  good  will  now  happily  sabsistiog 
between  the  two  countries  may  be  so  cultivated  and  continued  that  the  interests  and  welfare 
of  both  may  be  effectually  promoted,  and  peace  ever  firmly  unite  the  lands  of  Washington 
and  Bolivar. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  offer  my  congratulations  to  your  excellency  upon  the  order  and 
dignHy  which  have  so  highly  distinguished  your  administration,  and  to  proffer  my  best 
wishes  for  the  increased  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  of 
Venezuela. 


No.  2. 

[Translation.  ] 

SeSor  Ministro:  With  great  pleasure  I  receive  from  your  hands  the  letter  of  his  excel- 
lency .the  President  ot  the  United  States,  accrediting  you  as  minister  resident  of  that  country 
in  Venezuela. 

If  at  all  periods  the  first  republic  of  America  has  been  able  to  count  upon  the  sympatltiB 
and  the  esteem  of  this  people  and  this  government,  to-day  she  has  augmented  her  titles  to  our 
consideration,  not  alone  because  we  have  seen  her  grand  in  danger,  subduing  one  of  the 
most  powerful  rebellions  which  history  tells  of,  but  a&o  because  the  IJnion  cause  has  com- 
pletely eradicated  an  evil  capable  of  producing  most  fatal  consequences,  but  which  cio 
now  never  rise  again. 

In  manifesting  myself  pleased  with  these  victories  of  the  civilization  and  high  qualities  (d 
your  country,  I  assure  you  that  the  cultivation  of  the  amicable  relations  which  unite  her  to 
Venezuela  has  been  and  shall  continue  to  be  the  object  of  particular  care  for  the  govemmcnt 
of  the  federation. 

You  have  recalled  names  which  we  can  never  hear  pronounced  but  with  veneration  iod 
gratitude. 

Yes !  the  memory  of  Bolivar  and  Washington,  the  two  majestic  figures  of  American  iude- 

rjndence,  will  ever  maintain  alive  in  both  republics  the  sentiment  that  gave  it  birth,  and 
cherish  the  hope  that  it  will  ever  keep  them  friends. 

I  am  sincerely  grateful  to  you  for  the  wishes  you  manifest  for  the  greater  prosperity  and 
welfare  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  and  for  the  expressions  of  exquisite  courtesy  with 
which  you  speak  of  my  administration  and  of  my  person. 
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Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  4.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  October  23,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  11th  instant  I  addressed  a 
note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  Mr.  8eijas,  informing  him  that  I  was  the 
bearer  of  a  "  convention  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  republic 
of  Venezuela,  on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States," 
signed  on  the  2oth  day  of  April,  1866,  and  asking  that  as  early  a  day  as  pos-  < 
Bible  might  be  named  whereon  to  exchange,  with  some  person  duly  authorized 
bj  the  government  of  Venezuela,  the  ratification  of  such  convention  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  that  of  the  President  of  Venezuela,  a  copy  of  which 
note  I  enclose  herewith,  marked  "enclosure  1." 

On  the  following  day  I  received  a  reply  from  Mr.  Seijas,  stating  that  the 
ratification  I  had  asked  for  could  not  take  place  at  present,  giving  ^s  reasons — 

1st.  That  the  executive  was  not  authorized  by  the  federal  constitution  to  ratify 
or  exchange  diplomatic  conventions,  unless  they  had  previously  received  the 
approval  of  Congress,  (which, of  course,  I  well  knew  ;)  and, 

2d.  That  Congress  having  adjourned  on  the  10th  of  May  following,  there  was 
not  time  for  the  three  necessary  discussions  to  take  place  upon  the  approval  of 
such  convention,  after  its  signature. 

A  copy  of  this  reply,  together  with  its  translation,  is  herewith  enclosed,  marked 
"enclosure  2." 

Satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  from  an  examination  of  the  papers  of  the  legation, 
and  also  knowing  it  was  the  belief  of  our  government  that  the  convention  was 
to  be  approved  by  the  congress  in  session  in  Caracas,  at  the  time  such  conven- 
tion was  signed,  and  understanding  how  prone  the  government  of  Venezuela 
was  to  delay  everything  like  a  settlement  of  its  accounts,  I  addressed  a  second 
note  to  Mr.  Seijas,  on  the  18th  instant,  in  which  I  expressed  my  disappointment 
and  regret  at  the  n  on -ratification  of  the  convention,  and  concluded  by  saying 
that  I  would  refer  copies  of  the  three  notes  (viz:  mine  of  October  11,  1866, 
Mr.  Seijas 's  reply  of  October  12,  and  my  rejoinder  of  October  18)  to  the  depart- 
ment and  await  its  further  instructions  in  the  matter.  (A  copy  of  this  note, 
marked  "  enclosure  3,"  is  herewith  enclosed.) 

I  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  by  the  neglect  of  the  Vene- 
zuelan government  to  ratify  this  convention  at  the  last  session  of  congress  they 
have  gained  eight  or  nine  months'  time,  thus  putting  the  American  claimants 
here  to  considerable  expense,  besides  causing  an  immense  deal  of  vexation.  I 
fear  that  this  is  but  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  annoyances  and  delays,  which 
in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  will  be  continued  interminably. 

The  leniency  shown  to  Venezuela  by  the  United  States  has  been  misunder- 
stood by  this  government,  and  resulted  to  the  disadvantage  and  prejudice  of 
American  claimants. 

I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  here- 
tofore interfered  to  compel  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  its  citizens,  but  I  am 
convinced  that  to  accomplish  anything  in  this  respect  here  it  will  be  necessary 
to  adopt  a  policy  which  will  prove  to  the  Venezuelan  government  that  the  United 
States  are  determined  to  enforce  the  liquidation  and  settlement  of  those  claims 
of  their  citizens  in  which  they  can  officially  intervene. 

The  governments  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  by  such  a  course,  have  already 
succeeded  in  securing  the  payment  of  large  sums  to  their  people,  and  if  I  am 
not  mistaken  the  government  of  Spain  has  done  likewise. 

With  much  i-espect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILSON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 
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Ko.  1. 

Mr,  Wilson  to  Mr,  Seijas, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  October  11,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  nndersig^ned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  your 
excellency  that  he  is  the  bearer  of  a  *'  convention  between  the  United  States  of  America  tnd 
the  republic  of  Venezuela  on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States," 
slgnea  on  the  ^>th  day  of  April,  1866,  and  which  convention  has  been  duly  ratified  by  the 
Senate,  and  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  undersig^ned  is  also  authorized  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  effect  vriik 
any  one  duly  authorized  by  the  government  of  Venezuela  for  that  purpose  the  exchange  of 
his  ratification  for  that  of  the  President  of  Venezuela  to  such  convention. 

The  undersigned  begs  that  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  will  name  as  early  a  day  s« 
possible  to  exchange  with  him  the  said  ratification,  and  takes  this  opportunity  of  renewing 
to  his  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

JAMES  WILSON. 
His  Excellency  Seiior  Rafael  Sbijas, 

Minister  of  foreign  Relations,  ifc,  ifc,  ifc. 


No.  2. 


Mr,  Seijas  to  Mr,  WiUom. 
[Translation.! 

UNITED  '  STATES    OP    VENEZUELA^DBPARTMBNT    OP     FOREIGN     RELATIONS^CENTRAL 

SECTION— NUMBER  457. 

Caracas,  October  12,  1866, 
Year  three  of  the  law^  and  eighth  of  the  federation. 

The  undersigned,  charged  with  the  ministry  of  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of 
Venezuela,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  executive  of 
the  nation  the  note  of  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  of  yesterday *s 
date,  touching  the  convention  which  was  signed  between  both  conntries  on  the  26th  of  last 
April.  Mr.  Wilson  therttin  states,  that  having  been  approved  by  the  Senate  of  his  country, 
it  received  the  ratification  of  the  President,  which  he  nolds,  and  asks  that  a  dav  may  be 
named  whereon  to  exchange  such  ratification  for  that  of  the  President,  of  Venezuela. 

This  eannot  be  done  yet.  Here,  by  the  federal  constitution,  the  executive  has  not  the  power 
to  ratify  or  exchange  diplomatic  conventions  unless  they  have  previously  been  approved  by 
congress. 

For  the  purpose  of  asking  this  (approval)  the  act  in  question  was  submitted  to  it  (con- 
gress) on  the  27th  of  April.  The  debate  upon  it  was  commenced  in  one  of  the  legisIatiTe 
chambers,  or,  it  is  thought,  it  received  the  first  discussion  by  virtue  of  a  favorable  report  of 
the  committe  on  foreign  relations. 

But  as  congress  adjourned  on  the  10th  of  May  following  there  was  not  time  for  the  coo- 
▼ention  to  obtain  in  each  chamber  the  three  necessary  discussions  upon  it.  This  bein^so, 
the  result  must  be  awaited  for,  in  the  next  session  of  congress,  which  will  open  on  the  zUtk 
of  February  1867. 

On  his  part  the  executive  will  contribute  to  the  desired  end  with  new  and  earnest  endeav- 
ors, which  he  hopes  will  operate  on  the  minds  of  the  legislators.  The  convention  onoo  |^ 
fected,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  the  request  of  the  minister,  nor  in  canyin^ 
out  its  furthest  stipulations. 

The  undersigned  takes  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Mr.  Wilson  his  distin- 
gaished  consideration. 

God  and  federation ! 

RAFAEL  SEIJAS. 


No.  3. 

Mr,  Wilson  to  Mr,  Seijas, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  October  18,  1966^ 
Sir :  The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  ackowledp? 
the  receipt  of  a  note  from  your  excellency,  dated  October  12, 1866,  in  reply  to  one  from  him 
of  the  11th  instant,  in  which  the  undersigned  asks  for  a  dj^  J(t  ]^j|p^ipte<l  Jf'hereonw 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE.  445 

exchange  with  some  person  fully-  empowered  by  the  President  of  Venezuela  the  ratification 
of  a  convention  on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  which  conven- 
tioD  as  well  as  the  ratification  thereof,  on  the  part  of  tb^  United  States,  the  undersigned  is  the 
tbe  bearer. 

In  your  excellency's  note  it  is  stated  tbat  this  exchange  of  ratifications  cannot  take  place 
at  present,  giving  as  reasons  that  the  federal  constitution  does  not  aqthorize  the  executive  to 
ratify  or  exchange  diplomatic  conventions  unless  they  have  previously  obtained  tbe  approval 
of  congress,  tbat  the  said  convention  between  tbe  United  States  and  Venezuela  was  immedi- 
ately placed  before  congress,  but  as  tbat  body  adjourned  on  the  tOth  day  of  May  following 
(the  convention  having  been  signed  on  the  25th  of  April  last,)  there  was  not  sufficient  time 
for  the  three  necessary  discussions  to  take  place  upon  it  in  each  of  the  legislative  chambers. 

Under  these  circnmstances  the  undersigned  cannot  but  express  his  disappointment  and  re- 
gret, for,  owing  to  the  information  received  by  the  United  States  government,  he  is  convinced 
that  that  government  was  under  the  impression  that  the  convention  was  to  be  ratified  at  once 
by  the  congress  then  in  session  in  Caracas,  and  acting  under  the  impression  that  the  act 
necessary  had  been  obtained,  the  undorsigned'was  delayed  by  his  government  to  be  the 
bearer  to  Venezuela  of  the  ratified  convention  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Sach  being  the  understanding  of  bis  government,  from  information  furnished  by  its  last 
representative  in  Venezuela,  it  seems  clear  to  the  undersigned  that  the  United  States  have 
just  canse  to  complain  of  the  non-fulfilment  of  its  obligation  by  the  government  of  Vene- 
zuela ;  for  although  the  executive  may  have  carried  out  its  portion  of  the  contract,  the  legis- 
lative, which  is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government,  ha>i  certainly  failed  in  its  obligation 
10  approve  the  act  of  the  executive,  notwithstanding  that  fifteen  days  of  the  unexpired  term 
of  congress  still  remained  after  the  signing  of  the  convention. 

The  claims  to  regulate  which'  this  convention  was  sought  are  of  long  standing  and  of 
large  amounts.  If  they  are  unjust  claims  it  is  due  to  Venezuela  that  thoy  be  so  decided  at 
oDoe;  if  they  are  just,  it  is  equally  due  to  tho  American  claimants  that  they  be  adjudicated 
open  without  further  delay. 

The  undersigned  will  submit  to  the  United  States  government  a  copy  of  his  note  of  the 
11th  instant,  together  with  the  reply  of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  as  also  a  copy  of  this 
note,  and  will  await  its  further  instructions  in  tbe  matter. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Seijas  the  assurance  of  bis  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

JAMES  WILSON. 

His  Excellency  Senor  Baparl  Seuas, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Relations^  Sfc,  S^c.,  S^e, 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Xo.  6.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  November  3,  1866. 

Sir  :  On  the  28tli  ultimo,  that  being  the  day  aet  apart  by  tbe  government  of 
Venezuela  for  tbe  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  tbe  birth  of  "tbe  liberator," 
Simon  Bolivar,  the  diplomatic  body  was  received  by  General  Leon  Coliua,  the 
executive  in  charge  of  the  republic,  and  the  cabinet,  in  the  government  palace, 
at  11  o'clock  a.m. 

On  this  occasion,  as  the  representative  of  the  diplomatic  body,  I  delivered  the 
congratulatory  address,  in  my  colleagues*  name  and  in  my  own,  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

This  address  (a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  marked  enclosure  1)  has,  I  am  happy 
to  3ay,  met  with  general  commendation. 

The  spectators  with  whom  the  reception  hall  was  crowded  manifested  their 
approval,  during  its  delivery,  by  repeated  and  enthusiastic  applause. 

Tbe  copy  of  the  reply  of  his  excellency  the  primer  desiguado  (General 
Colina)  is  herewith  enclosed,  marked  enclosure  2. 

As  appertaining  to  the  events  of  the  day,  I  also  forward  a  newspaper  slip 
taken  from  an  editorial  article  in  '*  El  Federalista,"  the  leading  journal  of  Vene- 
zuela.    This  enclosure,  with  its  translation,  is  marked  enclosure  3. 

With  ^uch  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILSON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C.  r^  ] 
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No.  1. 

Your  Excellency  :  I  am  happj  that  it  has  devolved  upon  me  to  offer,  in  the  name  of  nj 
coUeafi^ues  of  the  diplomatic  body,  and  in  my  own,  our  congratulations  to  the  government  <m 
this,  the  commemorative  festival  of  Venezuela's  noblest  son — the  hero,  patriot,  and  aage- 
the  illustrious  Simon  Bolivar,  father  and  liberator  of  the  South  American  republics. 

Scion,  as  he  was,  of  a  noble  family,  nurtured  in  the  lap  of  luxury,  highly  educated  and 
bighlv  endowed,  be  devoted  himself,  his  talents,  and  his  wealth  to  giving  to  hi:}  nadve  UxmI 
the  blessed  boon  of  liberty. 

With  everything  to  lose  in  the  way  of  position,  wealth,  and  worldly  hotiors,  he  *troTB, 
with  a  noble  ambition,  to  free  his  beloved  land  from  the  chains  which  bound  her  to  a  distaai 
kingdom,  and  trusting  in  justice  and  in  his  God,  he  happily  and  glonously  succeeded,  leav- 
ing to  a  grateful  posterity  to  erect  that  monument  to  his  memory  which,  more  lasting  than 
monumental  marble,  shall  live  forever  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. 

Happv  should  Venezuela  be  to  have  given  birth  to  such  a  mau  ;  but  although  Venezuek 
claims  him  as  a  son,  all  men  claim  him  as  a  brother,  for  the  character,  the  dei^ds,  and  inspi- 
rations of  Bolivar,  in  making  him  the  friend  of  his  fellow  men,  made  him  likewise  a  dtisen 
of  the  world. 

Here  are  gathered  about  you,  sir,  the  representatives  of  different  nations,  of  empirM. 
kingdoms,  and  republics,  and  not  one — I  am  sure  I  speak  their  feelings,  as  my  own — not  one 
who  does  not  sincerely  feel  that  the  glory  of  Bolivar  is  a  just  and  true  glory,  deriving  its 
halo  from  the  purost  motives  which  could  actuate  the  human  breast,  and  who  does  not  fulljr 
appreciate  the  respect  and  veneration  in  which  his  memory  is  held.  For,  as  a  gentleinao,  h» 
he  was  polished  and  courteous ;  as  a  statesman,  he  was  profound ;  as  a  leader,  he  wis 
Immane ;  as  a  soldier,  he  possessed  the  happy  faculty  of  animating  others  with  his  own 
indomitable  courage  and  perseverance,  until  even  his  enemies  themselves  declared  that  be 
was  more  to  be  feared  after  a  defeat  than  after  a  victory ;  in  a  word,  he  was  one  of  nature's 
noblemen,  his  every  aspiration  and  every  hope,  honor  and  liberty ! 

Once  again,  your  Excellency,  I  beg  to  renew  to  you  the  congratulations  of  the  diplomatic 
body,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  the  institutions  of  Bolivar,  built  on  the  foundation  o(  ha 
penius.  and  cemented  by  the  blood  ot  so  many  heroic  men,  may  be  as  lasting  as  the  grest 
hero's  memory,  and  endure  forever ! 


No.  2. 
[Translation.  ] 

Mr.  President  OF  THE  Diplomatic  Body:  With  careful  attention  I  have  listened  to  the 
congratulations  which,  in  your  own  name  and  in  that  of  the  other  members  of  the  diplomatic 
body  here  present,  you  offer  to  the  government  on  this  day,  which  the  nation  has  consecrsteU 
to  the  memory  of  the  liberator.  A  knowledge  of  our  history,  and  in  particular  that  of  Bolivar, 
elevated  aod  Impartial  judgment  of  his  motives  and  his  deeds,  the  qualification  of  his  titles  to 
the  gratitude  of  numau  kind,  that  eloquent  enthusiasm  which  the  love  of  liberty  inspires,  ^ 
this  and  more  are  revealed  in  the  bold  sketches  with  whfch  you  describe  the  sublime  gifts  and 
glories  whose  remembrance  crowd  upon  our  agitated  minds. 

It  is  for  me  a  pure  satisfaction  to  see  how  the  illustrious  nations  on  whose  part  you  speak— 
and  who  it  cannot  be  supposed  under  the  powerful  influence  of  love  of  country — hxre  on 
this  solemn  occasion  done  that  full  justice  to  his  noble  cause,  to  the  man  of  South  American 
liberty,  to  be  doubtless  continued  and  affirmed  by  posterity.  After  having  listened  to  joa, 
I  feel  more  than  ever  proud  of  being  a  Venezuelan,  a  compatriot  of  Bolivar,  and  I  regard  as 
a  si)ecial  favor  of  Providence  that  it  has  been  given  to  me  to  hear  from  your  lips  that  brillion: 
testimony  of  the  appreciation  in  which  you  hold  his  work,  and  your  kind  wishes  for  its  per- 
petual preservation. 

Not  less  will  the  grand  citizen  marshal  (Talcon)  be  delighted ;  he  who  admires  almost  t« 
idolatry  the  eminent  son  of  Caraccts,  whose  example  has  taught  us  to  venerate  him  (BoHvar.) 
whose  honorable  conduct  towards  the  witnesses  and  companions  of  his  dangers  is  known  t« 
all,  and  whose  particular  words,  even  yet  ringing  in  our  ears,  with  which  he  addrassed  one 
who  consoled  the  hero  in  his  last  hours,  are  like  the  far  echo  of  the  sentiments  with  which, 
saving  the  distance,  he  comes  to  share  in  the  national  rejoicing. 

Great  must  seem  to  him  who  contemplates  it  the  magnitude  of  the  task  which  Bolivar 
accoinplished,  the  extraordinary  obstacles  opposed  to  him,  the  never  discourage  nearer 
receding  energy  with  which  at  all  times,  vanquished  or  conqueror,  he  held  aloft  his  tOTch;lus 
hi|h-minded  perseverance,  such  as  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  have  who  would  happily 
redeem  a  continent  bowed  down  for  more  than  three  centuries  in  bitter  slavery,  t 

To  have  broken  the  foreign  chains  which  bound  as,  raise  us  to  fr<^  and  independent  demo-' 
cratic  existence,'  to  have  enrolled  us  amon?  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  opened  to  us  the 
roads  of  progress  ;  this  is  what  we  owe  to  Bolivar,  this  is  what  miakes  us  so  gratefitl  to  kii 
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memorr.  Well  have  you  said,  that  memory  will  live  {immortal  in  the  heart  of  every  Vene- 
zuelan, his  worthiest,  most  precious,  and  most  durable  monument. 

Permit  me  to  call  to  memory  that  it  was  in  the  land  of  Washington  where  first  appeared 
the  dawTi  of  liberty  ;  that  thence  it  irradiated  towards  the  east  and  the  south,  since  when  its 
glories  bathe,  while  magnifying  them,  the  re^ons  of  the  Old  and  New  Worlds. 

The  govei'ument  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela  will  know  how  highly  to  esteem,  and 
wiJ^erer  be  incapable  of  forgetting,  the  verv  expressive  manner  in  which  the  countries  you 
represent  have  joined  you  in  paying  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  gigantic  leader  of  South 
American  independence. 


No.  3. 
[Translation  ] 

Let  ns  make  mention  of  a  happy  circumstance.  The  speech  which,  in  the  name  of  the 
diplomatic  body,  congratulated  the  chief  of  the  executive  administration,  and  in  his  perKOO 
tlie  republic  and  America,  was  that  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States  of  the  north,  who 
nataiBily  gave  to  the  discourse  all  the  character  of  a  lively  expansion  of  enthusiasm  for  the 
memory  of  the  great  South  American. 

It  should  be  known  that  the  diplomacy  of  the  United  States  ia  characterized  in  all  and 
eventbiug  by  an  especial  manner,  beginning  with  the  dress  of  their  servants,  when  they 
cheese  to  iliake  a  contrast,  with  their  black  coats  and  round  hats,  and  ending  with  the  manly 
frankness  proper  to  those  who  speak  in  the  name  of  the  freest  and  greatest  pe(»ple  on  earth. 

Thus  the  discourse  of  Mr.  Wilson  was  not  a  discourse  of  a  European  or  South  American 
diplomat,  (we  are  in  all  thioffs  copyists  of  Europe,)  but  a  noble  and  warm  exposition  of  those 
blsioricul  appreciations  wbicn  the  figure  of  Bolivar  presents  to  all  the  monarchies  and  empires 
represented  in  ceremony  of  congratulation,  as  the  classical  representative  of  popular  right, 
and  of  triumphant  heroism  in  senice  of  that  right.  It  was,  then,  natural  that  those  who 
Ai^isted  at  this  ceremony,  although  out  of  all  rule  and  custom,  should  crown  with  applause 
ibe  American  words  of  the  sou  of  the  land  of  Washington. 


Mr,  Wilson  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  7.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Caracas,  November  7,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  make  known  to  the  department  that  on  the  13th  ultimo  there 
arrived  at  the  port  of  La  Guayra,  from  London,  the  Venezuelan  war  steamer 
Bolivar,  lately  purchased  in  that  city  for  this  government.  She  was  officered 
and  manned  by  officers  and  men,  it  is  said,  of  the  royal  navy,  who  had  been 
granted  leave  of  absence  for  one  year  to  enter  the  service  of  the  republic.  The 
contracts  made  by  the  consul  of  Venezuela  were  such,  so  far  as  concerned  the 
officers  and  crew,  that  the  government  felt  they  could  not  be  complied  with  under 
the  provisions  of  the  federal  constitution,  of  which  Captain  Focke  was  duly  ap- 
prised. Meanwhile  the  crew  became  clamorous  for  their  pay,  alleged  to  be  due 
under  the  contract. 

^Vhile  these  matters  were  under  discussion,  and  before  any  conclusion  had 
been  arrived  at,  Captain  Focke  went  aboard  his  vessel  on  the  evening  of  the 
30th  ultimo  at  about  nine  o'clock ;  the  Venezuelan  portion  of  the  crew  was  shortly 
After  put  into  an  open  boat  without  oars,  and  the  vessel  took  flight  for  parts 
ankaown. 

To  what  extent  the  captain  is  personally  guilty  is  here  a  disputed  question, 
for  it  is  stated  by  some,  on  the  authority  of  the  Venezuelan  sailors,  that  as  soon 
is  he  went  on  board  he  was  locked  up  in  his  cabin,  and  the  orders  to  raise 
anchor  given  by  the  first  officer ;  while  by  others  it  is  asserted  that  the  captain 
i>nly  carried  out  his  previously  expressed  determination,  to  which  latter  opinion 
[  am  inclined. 

However  It  may  be,  the  vessel  has  disappeared,  and  the  government  of  Ven- 
ezuela, as  you  will  perceive  from  tlie  enclosed  translation  of  a  note  from  Mr. 
iknjas,  dated  October  31,  1866,  received  by  me  on  the  5th  instant,  (which  trans- 
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lation  18  marked  enclosure  1,)  asks  that,  in  case  she  lias  taken  refiige  in  the 
waters  of  the  United  States,  she  may  he  attached  and  delivered  to  her  lawful 
owners. 

I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  enter  into  many  of  the  details  of  this 
extraordinary  transaction  on  account  of  their  contradictory  character;  and  also 
because  of  the  full  statement  of  the  affair  in  the  communication  of  the  minister 
of  foreign  relations,  which  I  submit  for  your  consideration. 
With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILSON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  btatCt  Washington,  D,  C. 


No.  1. 

Mr,  Seijas  to  Mr,  Wilson. 

[Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OP  FOREIGN  RELATIONS — CENTRAL  SECTION— NUMBER  483. 

Caracas,  October  ^l,  1866, 
Third  year  of  the  late  and  eighth  of  the  federalum. 

The  minister  of  forei^  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela  has  the  honor  to  addresi 
the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States,  and  by  order  of  the  executive  of  the  nation  nuke 
known  to  the  legation  the  following  facts. 

Tlie  steamer  Bolivar,  which  arrived  from  London  on  the  13th  of  the  present  month,  was 
purchased  in  that  city,  for  the  republic,  on  the  3l8t  of  January  last,  with  the  intention  of 
employing  her  in  its  naval  service.  She  was  furnished  with  a  Venezuelan  commiasioo  m 
that  understanding,  and  brought  out  an  English  commauder,  officers  and  crew,  according  to 
contracts  made  by  the  consul  of  this  country  in  the  city  of  London. 

The  government  could  not  approve  them,  as  it  was  agreed,  among  other  things,  that  Captsia 
John  Focke  should  not  be  required  to  serve  under  the  orders  of  any  officer  unless  he  were  <rf 
the  English  navy,  and  of  a  higher  rank  than  himself,  and  that  in  case  a  change  of  officers  and 
crew  took  place  the  English  portion  should  never  be  reduced  to  less  than  halt  of  their  whok 
number. 

It  being,  moreover,  an  attribute  of  the  national  legislature,  according  to  article  43, 
paragraph  25,  of  the  constitution,  to  permit  or  refuse  to  foreigners  admission  into  the  pabbc 
service,  it  was  shown  to  the  captain  that  this  was  a  serious  difficulty,  and  that  the  only  means 
of  remedying  it,  and  avoiding  others  that  might  result  from  their  being  British  subjecrs, 
(under  the  supposition  that  they  continued  in  emplov  on  other  terms,)  waa  that  they  shvwii^i 
renounce  their  character  (cnalidad)  of  foreigners,  otherwise  the  administration  resolvtd  to 
relieve  them,  paying  what  it  owed  them  up  to  the  day,  according  to  stipulation  maintaiQins 
them  until  an  occasion  presented  itself  for  their  departure,  and  defraying  the  expenses  of 
their  return  home. 

The  captain  assented  with  good  will  to  this  solution,  and  even  stated  that  he  himself  ha^l 
expected  it  would  be  so,  because  the  government  could  not  act  differently,  but  that  with  respect 
to  the  officers  and  crew  it  was  necessary  to  consult  them.  He  went  from  here  to  La  Guay:* 
with  this  view,  presenting  on  his  return  propositions  on  the  acceptance  of  wh  ch  det^eaded 
his  annulling  the  previous  contracts.  As  exorbitant  and  unbecoming  they  were  refused,  aitJ 
the  government  maintained  it«  announced  determination. 

General  Benjamin  Arriens,  chief  of  the  squadron,  was  sent  on  board  of  the  vessel,  and  as 
an  order  of  his  was  disobeyed  the  captain  was  again  called,  and  it  was  resolved  that  be 
should  return  to  La  Guayra  in  company  with  the  mmisterof  war  and  marine,  in  order  thai  be 
might  deliver  over  the  command  to  his  appointed  successor. 

All  went  on  board  of  (he  vessel  and  General  Arriens  was  recognized  as  commander  c^  tbe 
same. 

After  disembarking,  the  captain,  who  in  everything  had  shown  himself  in  perfect  accord 
■with  the  government  and  the  views  of  the  executive,  ninted  that  the  best  way  to  come  toaa 
understanding  with  the  crew  of  the  vessel  was  for  him  to  go  alone  to  see  them  and  ffer  thta 
payment  for  the  month,  which  expired  on  the  27th  instant.  His  wish  being  granted  he  w«it 
on  board,  and  instead  of  returning  to  shore,  he  fled  with  the  vessel  at  midnight.  They  kft 
the  Venezuelan  crew  Twhich  had  been  placed  on  board)  in  a  boat  without  oars;  they  w^b 
saved  because  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  a  fisherman's  smack,  which  brougbJ 
them  to  the  shore  at  one  o'clock  a.  m. 

Such  scandalous  rebellion,  which  constitutes  a  real  act  of  piracy,  (becatise  the  rtssd 
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belongs  to  Yenezaela,  and  as  such  flies  her  flag  and  pennant,  carries  ber  arms  carved  on  the 
sterHf  and  said  ofiic^rs  and  crew  were  consider^  in  tbe  service  of  the  republic,)  has  caosed 
the  citizen  primer  designado  to  order,  in  consideration  of  this  statement,  that  a  demand  be 
made  for  the  attachment  and  deliverv  of  the  steamer  Bolivar,  with  all  her  appurtenances,  in 
tbe  belief  tjiat  ber  course  may  have  been  directed  to  the  waters  of  the  Unitea  States.  And  it 
h  hoped  from  the  kindness  of  the  minister  resident  that  he  will  be  good  enough  to  com- 
miinieate  these  facts  to  bis  gfovemment,  recommending  and  urging  the  just  request  of 
Venezoela. 

Tbe  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Wilson  the  assurance  of  his  distinquisbed  consideration. 

God  and  federation ! 

RAFAEL  SEUAS. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  8.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Caracas^  November  8,  1866. 

Sir  :  It  has  just  come  to  tke  knowledge  of  the  Venezaelan  government,  and 
I  hasten  to  communicate  the  hct  to  the  department,  that  General  Pulgar,  a  yonng 
man,  probably  of  about  32  years  of  age,  but  known  throughout  the  republic  as 
a  most  energetic  and  determined  character,  has  left  the  island  of  Ciira^oa,  with 
some  fifty  men,  and  had  seized  two  steamers  (belonging  to  the  State  of  Zulia) . 
in  the  lake,  and  threatened  the  seizure  of  the  city  of  Maracaibo.  The  posses- 
sion of  the  lake  would  give  him  the  city ;  and  owing  to  the  long-continued  ani- 
mosity of  Pulgar  towards  General  Sutherland,  the  President  of  the  State  o£^ 
Zalia,  within  whose  limits  lay  the  lake  and  city  above  mentioned,  the  movement 
if*  T^arded  by  the  government  here  as  serious,  and  is  believed  to  have  for  it» 
object  not  only  the  overthrow  of  the  present  State  government  of  Zulia,  and  the 
execution  of  General  Sutherland  (if  captured,)  but  also  the  overthrow  of  the 
federal  or  Falcon  government 

The  federal  government  will  sustain  General  Sutherland  with  its  armed  forces ; 
but  as  the  finaucial  condition  of  the  country  is  in  a  deplorable  «tate,  the  result 
of  the  contest  may  be  considered  doubtful. 

It  was  intimated  to  me  this  morning  by  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  that 
the  fears  of  the  general  government  were  augmented  by  credence  in  the  belief, 
r^revalent  here,  that  Pulgar  is  aided  and  sustained  in  this  enterprise  by  General 
Hosqnera,  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  who  is  known  to  be  his 
warm  friend,  and  long  to  have  entertained  designs  upon  that  portion  of  the 
country,  where  now  the  new  revolution  has  broken  forth. 

I  enclose  a  slip  cut  from  "  El  Federalista/'  whereby  you  will  perceive  what 
the  sentiments  of  the  official  press  are  in  regard  to  this  affair.  It  is  a  very  short 
md  bnrried  article,  written  on  the  first  announcement  of  the  news. 

This  enclosure  with  its  translation  is  marked  **  enclosure  1." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.      JAMES  WILSON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C 


No.l. 

[TraDslatioD.] 

Humors,  the  absolute  certainty  of  wbich  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  vouch  for,  show  tbe  inva-  • 
er  Pnlgar  as  commaiidiug  the  lake  of  Maracaibo,  after,  it  is  added,  haying  seized  two  small 
reamers  of  the  Zaliau  government.  We  have,  then,  war  again,  and  under  what  circnm- 
Lances?  the  most  afflicting  that  could  deprive  a  sanguine  people  of  hope.  It  seems  that  this 
utbreak  has  assumed  the  character  of  a  general  movement,  so  that  purely  local  rebellions 
ave  passed  out  of  date.  We  will  therefore  have  extraordinary  armies,  squadrons,  and  con- 
iqoently  new  and  increased  expenses. 

May  it  please  God  to  extend  his  protecting  hand  over  this  unhappy  country .' 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Wilson. 

No.  4.]  -  Departmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  November  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  Yonr  despatch  of  October  23,  No.  4,  has  been  received.  Your  proceed- 
ings in  regard  to  the  ratification  of  the  claims  convention  by  Yenezaela  are 
approved,  with  the  following  exception,  viz  :  That  in  yonr  note  of  the  18th  of 
October  to  Mr.  Seijas,  yon  were  incorrect  in  assuming  that  the  legislature,  wfaieh 
is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government  of  Venezuela,  lay  under  an  obligation 
to  approve  the  acts  of  the  executive  of  that  republic  in  making  the  convention. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  in  requiring  a  ratificab'on 
of  treaties  and  conventions  made  by  the  President  before  they  can  go  into  eflfect, 
does  not  thereby  contravene  the  law  of  nations.  I  think,  therefore,  the  congress 
of  Venezuela  cannot  be  said  to  be  under  an  absolute  obligation  to  approve  of  the 
executive  act ;  what  is  true  is,  that  as  a  nation  Venezuela  lies  under  an  obliga- 
tion to  the  United  States  to  satisfy  just  claims  of  American  citizens  for  treepftSMd 
committed  against  them,  by  and  under  the  authority  of  that  government.  Vene- 
zuela is  at  liberty,  like  any  sovereign  state,  to  refuse  to  enter  into  a  convention 
for  the  adjudication  of  such  clahns,  but  if  she  does  she  leaves  this  government 
under  the  necessity  of  seeking  some  other  adequate  and  perhaps  lees  amiable 
remedy. 

You  will  press  upon  the  President  the  ratification  of  the  convention  with  all 
the  urgency  that  shall  be  compatible  with  the  respect  due  from  us  to  a  soverdgn 
state,  with  which  we  desire  to  cultivate  and  mabtain  relations  of  peculiar  inti- 
macy and  friendship. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which  will  assemble  on 
the  first  Monday  in  December,  will  be  informed  of  the  exact  situation  of  the 
affair. 

I  am,  sic,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

jAMse  Wilson,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  ifc. 
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Mr,  Burton  to  Mr  Sttvard, 

[Extract] 

No.  190.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  August  11,  1865. 
Sir:  •  •  •  •  *  # 

I  also  attach  paper  B,  addressed  to  him,  (Commander  George  Henry  Preble,) 
concerning  the  apprehended  hostile  invasion  of  the  State  of  Panama,  by  persons 
from  other  States  of  the  republic.  This  invasion  will  be  very  likely  to  take 
place  before  long. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  WiLLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr.  Burton  to  Commander  PrebU. 

No.  4.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  July  1,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  President  of  Colombia  infbnned  me  to^ay  that  he  is  advised  that  armed  men 
from  other  States  are  preparing  to  invade  the  State  of  Panama  for  the  purpose  of  making  war 
aj^'nst  its  authorities  and  people,  and  expressed  it  as  his  opinion  that  such  an  invasion 
wonld  be  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  and  sovereignty  of  the  isthmus,  which  the  United 
Stotesare  bound  by  treaty  to  secure  to  Colombia.  I  regret  to  say  that  I  am  without  positive 
instructions  on  this  point.  It  is,  however,  my  opinion  that  the  President's  views  are  reason* 
^te,  and  that  while  carefully  avoiding  any  interference  in  the  local  affairs  of  the  State,  except 
^  the  protection  of  American  interests,  it  is  our  duty  to  prevent  its  invasion  by  armed  force 
from  abroad  if  called  on  to  do  so  by  the  proper  authority  of  the  republic,  vested  at  present, 
w  the  President  informs  me,  in  Goneml  Santos  Gutierres. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfulh*,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Commander  Qborge  Henry  Preble, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  State  of  Georgia,  Aspinwall, 


Mr,  McKee  to  Mr,  Bwrton, 

No.  17.]  Consulate  Unffed  States  op  America  at  Panama, 

•  United  Stntes  of  Cotomhia,  July  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledfi:^  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  23,  covering 
enclosure  to  the  commander  of  the  naval  torces  in  this  port.  Immediatelv  on  receipt  I  trans 
■iitted  enclosure  to  Commander  Murray,  senior  officer  now  in  the  bay  of  Panama. 

I  also  communicated  contents  of  your  despatch,  coi^fidentiaUy,  as  authorized  by  yon,  to 
General  Gutierrez. 
All  quiet ;  how  long  it  may  so  continue  I  am  unable  to  inform  y»u. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  R.  McKEE, 

United  States  Consul, 'S^e 
Hon.  A.  A.  Burton, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  <ff  America,  Bogota.  ^  r 
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Mr,  Robinson  to  Mr.  Burton, 
[Extract] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Aspinvmll,  Jiiiy25,  1865. 
Str  :  Tonr  esteemed  favors,  Nos.  18  and  13,  are  before  me — the  former  received  tbe  lltk 

instaut,  and  the  latter  per  steamship  Mexican,  32d  instant 

«  •  •  •  «  • 

At  the  same  time  I  received  your  No.  13  a  communication  was  placed  in  mj  hands  firm 
you,  for  Commander  G.  H.  Preble,  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia,  which  will  be  delivered  on  his 
retnm  from  a  few  days*  cruise  m  the  direction  of  Old  Providence,  &e. 

In  relation  to  matters  noted  in  your  latter  favor,  I  am  happy  to  inform  yon  that,  so  fu^ 
nothinfi^  has  occurred  to  seriously  disturb  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  isthmus. 

Tbe  affair  of  Carreoso  seems  to  have  been  a  complete  abortion.  His  proclamation  and 
decrees  of  22d  of  June,  from  Porto  Bello,  were  received  here  abont  26th  idem,  and  it  mi 
supposed  we  were  to  have  a  revolution  at  once  ;  but  time  has  proven  such  antidpatioo 
groundless,  and  we  now  hope  for  a  time  of  quiet,  although  I  see  it  stated  in  the  Paoana 
Chronicle  of  yesterday  that  a  report  had  reached  there  that  Santaeoioma  and  others  kad 
landed  with  hostile  intentions  in  tbe  department  of  Chiriqui ;  whether  there  is  any  tmtk  in 
this  report  or  not  I  cannot  say. 

Should  any  disturbance  occur  or  invasion  be  attempted  from  without,  I  shall  act  as  pradence 
and  the  best  interests  of  our  government  may  dictate,  and  have  no  doubt  I  shall  bav»  th« 
hearty  co-operation  of  Qaptain  Preble,  of  the  gunboat ;   in  fact,  I  shall  endeavor  to  act  ia 
concert  with  him.    He  is  expected  here  daily. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


TBACY  EOBINSON,  VUe-Cemtd. 


Hon,  A.  A.  Burton, 

United  Stutes  Minister,  Bogota, 


Mr,  Murray  to  Mr,  Burton, 

United  States  Steamer  Wateree, 

Panama  B«y,  July  24,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  respectfnlly  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  }etter  of  July  1,  informing  me  thtt 
the  President  of  Colombia  had  advised  you  that  armed  men  from  other  States  were  prepaiiag 
to  invade  the  State  of  Panama,  &c.,  &c. 

Tbe  admiral  is  daily  expected  from  San  Francisco.  Tour  letter  shall  be  given  to  bhn  vpoo 
his  arrival,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  naval  force  under  my  command  shall  be  held  in  m/ii- 
ness  to  act  as  circumstances  may  require,  for  the  protection  of  American  interests  vpon  tb» 
Isthmus  and  the  fulfilment  of  treaty  stipulations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

F.  P.  MUBBAT,  Commamdery  Ifc, 
Hon.  A.  A.  Burton, 

United  States  Minister,  Bogota. 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  192  ]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Bogota,  August  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  despatch  from  tbe  department.  No.  124,  I  have  to  state 
that  his  excellency  President  Murillo  has  asadred  me  that  the  directions  gireo 
by  him  to  the  government  of  Panama,  on  May  15th,  1865,  a  copy  of  which  was 
handed  to  Mnjor  General  Sickles,  will  be  observed  by  the  authorities  of  that  State. 

An  article  on  this  subject,  cut  from  a  Washineton  paper,  (the  Repablieaa.  I 
think,  from  the  type,)  sent  to  the  British  minister  here,  has  excited  some  interest 
at  the  British  and  French  legations.  The  French  minister  had  before  eo* 
deavored  to  learn  from  the  President  the  object  of  General  Sickles's  visit  hm, 
but  without  success ;  it  is  probable  an  explanation  will  be  demanded  here  and  ti 
Waeliington.  I  presume  the  explanation  of  this  cabinet  will  be  according  to  tbe 
facts ;  that  we  are  entitled  by  treaty  stipulations  to  the  fi*ee  transit  of  the  isthmad 
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for  all  purposes,  and  as  a  compensation  for  this  are  solemulj  pledged  to  preserve 
its  nentralitj,  property,  and  sovereignty  to  Colombia  against  all  the  world ;  and 
?hoald  any  nation  fail  to  respect  the  will  of  this  republic  as  to  the  rights  thus 
^aranteed,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  interfere  to  cause  it  to 
be  respected ;  and  this,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  December  12th,  1846,  and  not 
an  account  of  any  new  arrangement,  concluded  by  General  Sickles,  or  any  one 
else. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington^  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing  the  President  said  to  me,  in  a  confidential 
conference,  that  I  had  anticipated  truly  the  answer  he  will  give  if  called  on  for 
tny  explanation  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

A.  A.  BURTON. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  194.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  October  13,  1865. 

Sib  :  As  directed  by  your  No.  126,  I,  on  yesterday,  in  public  audience, 
delivered  to  his  Excellency  the  citizen  President  of  Colombia,  the  message  of 
^titude  for  the  condolence  and  sympathy  tendered  by  the  Colombian  govern- 
ment and  people  on  the  bereavement  sustained  by  the  death  of  the  lamented 
Abraham  Lincoln,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  with  which  I  had  been 
intrusted. 

As  other  bodies  in  the  republic  had  followed  the  example  of  the  constituent 
convention  of  Bolivar,  I  ventured  to  extend  the  messa^^e  to  the  wliole  country  ; 
his  excellency  the  secretary  of  foreign  relation  communicated  it  in  a  note  to  each 
body.  The  annexed  papers  will  explain  how  I  have  attempted  to  fulfil  your 
instructions. 

I  was  received  on  the  occasion  by  the  military  in  full  dress,  and  by  bands  of 
mosic.  The  attendance  at  the  audience,  as  well  as  the  whole  proceedings,  was 
highly  flattering^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Scfior  Santiago  Perez. 

Legation  op  the  Usited  States  op  America, 

Bogota,  October  10,  1865. 

The  kind  condolence  and  sympatby  tendered  by  the  government  and  people  of  Colombia 
to  the  country  of  the  undersigned  in  the  bereavement  it  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  the 
lamented  Abraham  Lincoln,  its  late  President,  having^  been  made  known  to  the  government 
of  the  undersized,  be  has  been  specially  charged  to  assure  his  Excellency  the  citizen  Presi- 
dent of  the  Colombia  Union  of  the  lively  sentiments  of  friendship  and  gratitude  with  which 
the  good  offices  of  this  Ration  have  been  accepted  by  the  government  and  people  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  will  thank  his  excellency  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and 
toreiga  relations  to  inform  him  when  his  Excellency  the  citizen  President  will  be  pleased  to 
Lear  said  communication. 

The  nnden'i^ed  prays  his  excellency  Senor  Secretary  Perez  to  aceept  the  assurances  of  his 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

ALLAN  A  BURTON. 

His  Excellency  Senor  Santiago  Perez, 
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SeHor  Santiago  Ptrtz  to  Mr,  Burton. 

[Translation.] 

UNrrED  States  of  Coi  ombu,  Department 

OF  THE  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Bogota,  October  II.  1865. 

The  andersig^ed,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  </ 
Colombia,  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  in  which  the  honorable  minister  of  the  Unitrd 
States  of  America  makes  known  his  havinf^  received  instmctions  from  his  ftovemmeBt. 
directing  him  to  communicate  to  the  citizen  President  the  lively  sentiments  of  friendship  and 
gratitude  produced  in  the  minds  of  the  American  people  and  government  by  the  unmintak- 
able  demonstrations  of  grief  caused  in  the  Colombian  IJnion  by  the  death  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  solicitine  at  the  same  time  a  special  audience  of  the  first  mag^trate  for  the 
pnrpofle^^f  making  to  him  said  communication  by  order  of  his  government. 

The  citizen  President  has  designated  Thursday  next  for  such  reception,  and  being  pro- 
foundly grateful  for  this  mark  of  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  American  government  aod 
Eeople,  he  will  have  the  pleasure  to  manifest  again  ana  officially  the  profound  feeling  which 
as  been  caused  throughout  this  union,  by  the  unfortunate  death  of  that  honest  and  viitiMW 
citizen,  who,  so  honorably  for  the  republican  world,  sustained  the  juit  union  and  tme  libeitj 
of  the  great  republic. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Barton  the  assurances  of  his  very  high  ooc- 
sideration. 

SANTIAGO  PEREZ. 
Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Miniiter  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


Mr,  Burton  to  Seflor  Perez, 

Bogota,  October  II,  1965. 
The  minister  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  the  honor  to  present  bis  most  respectfiil 
complioieots  to  his  excellency  Senor  Santiago  Perez,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  roniga 
rotations  of  the  Colombian  Union,  and  to  enclose  a  copv  of  the  remarks  which  he  will  biv« 
the  honor  to  address  to  his  Excellency  the  citizen  President  at  the  audience  with  which  he  is 
to  be  honored  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  President:  The  kind  condolence  and  sympathy  tendered  by  this  nation  to  ny 
country  in  the  bereavement  sustained  by  the  death  of  its  late  President,  the  lamented  Abraham 
Lincoln,  having  been  made  known  to  my  government,  I  am  specially  charged  to  assure  Toor 
Excellency,  and  to  request  that  the  same  be  communicated  to  the  citizens  of  this  repobfic, 
that  the  generous  tribute  of  the  Colombian  government  and  people  in  connection  with  tkat 
melancholy  event  has  been  accept  with  the  most  lively  sentiments  of  friendship  and  giati- 
tude  by  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

[Translation.] 

Mr.  Minister  :  It  is  very  flattering  and  pleasing  to  the  government  and  people  of  CoIob- 
bia  to  kuov/  that  the  American  people  and  government  should  have  been  gratified  at  tbe 
expression  of  sorrow  and  kindly  sympathy  emitted  by  us,  when  we  heard  that  a  erinte  bad 
deprived  your  country  of  one  of  its  most  enlightened  citizens,  as  a  victim  offered  up  on  tk 
altar  of  duty.  And  these  frequent  manifestation  of  sympathy  between  the  two  countries  are 
very  grateful  to  me,  because  tney  tend  to  strengthen  the  mutual  esteem  which  ought  to  exist 
between  republican  peoples  Hving  on  the  same  continent. 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  106.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  November  2,  1S65. 

g[(^  .  «  4t  :|c  *  •  •  « 

On  March  9th,  1864,  the  steamer  Antioquia,  owned  principallj  by  citi«w 
of  New  York,  and  canying  the  American  flag,  in  accordance  with  a  law  of  tbe 
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Colombian  Congress,  was  descending  the  Magdaleoa,  laden  with  freight  and  pas- 
sengers. On  nearing  a  point  called  Magangue,  a  party  of  State  troops,  under  the 
command  of  one  Senor  Berrios,  hailed  her  to  lana.  The  current  was  too  power- 
fal  for  the  crew  to  control  her.  The  soldiers  pursued  her,  and  while  she  was 
endeavoring  to  land,  bj  order  of  Sefior  Berrios^  fired  more  than  one  volley  of 
musketry  into  her,  to  the  great  peril  of  the  c|rew  and  passengers.  Besides  other 
parts  of  the  boat,  a  number  of  bullets  passed  through  the  pilot-house,  which 
drove  the  pilot  from  his  post,  leaving  the  boat  to  her  own  course.  Fortunately 
DO  one  was  injured,  and  afler  the  firing  had  ceased  the  boat  was  brought  to  land. 
These  men  had  no  rightful  authority  whatever  over  the  boat  or  any  person  or 
thing  connected  with  her. 

A  love  of  petty  tyranny  alone,  common  to  all  officials  of  the  country,  great  and 
smtll,  iuduced  this  barbarous  attack. 

8e&or  Berrios,  on  the  boat's  return  trip,  denied  to  one  of  her  owners  that  he 
had  given  the  order  to  fire,  alleging  that  the  firing  was  by  mistake.  Consul 
Chapman  in  the  mean  time  called  the  attention  of  the  government  of  Bolivar  to 
the  outrage.  He  was  answered  that  it  would  be  investigated  and  due  punish- 
ment inflicted  on  the  guilty  parties.  He  was  sCfterwards  informed  by  the  govern- 
ment that  Sefipr  Berrios  had  given  the  order  to  fire  on  the  boat  because  another 
boat  belonging  to  a  different  company  had  passed  on  the  day  before,  and  being 
reouested  to  land  had  reused  and  made  fiin  of  the  request ;  and  as  the  Antioquia 
did  not  seem  disposed  to  land,  he,  Senor  Berrios,  supposed  she  was  going  to 
repeat  the  conduct  of  the  boat  which  had  passed  on  the  previous  day,  and  there- 
fore ordered  her  to  be  fired  into. 

On  May  4th,  1864,  I  brought  this  cruel  proceeding  to  the  notice  of  the  Colom- 
bian government,  and  on  the  31st  of  that  month  received  from  the  secretary  a 
wholly  insufficient  and  untruthful  ex<iU8e  for  the  cohduct  of  SeHor  Berrios,  with 
the  information  that  the  congress,  in  consequence  of  the  occurrence,  had  passed  a 
fltringent  law  to  prevent  such  outrages  in  future.  This  was  highly  unsatisfactory, 
as  there  was  no  indication  of  a  purpose  to  punish  the  crime.  Upon  a  conference 
with  the  secretary,  he  assured  me  the  affair  would  be  inquired  into,  and  if  it 
shoold  turn  out  tnat  any  person  had  acted  culpably,  he  should  be  speedily  and 
duly  punished,  and  that  orders  to  that  effect  would  be  sent  to  the  government 
of  Bolivar.  But  as  the  relations  between  that  State  and  the  national  government 
were  in  an  unsettled  condition,  he  preferred  not  to  allude  to  this  in  his  note  to 
me,  as  he  desired  to  publish  our  correspondence  as  an  admonition  to  other  local 
military  chiefs ;  and  such  a  censure  being  thus  made  public,  might  irritate  the 
authorities  of  Bolivar. 

With  this  explanation  I  made  no  further  objection  for  the  time  to  the  note, 
and  supposing  that  so  heartless  a  thing  would  not  occur  again,  I  commenced  my 
reply  by  passing  it  over  lightly  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  it  no  great 
importance,  for  I  really  believed  it  the  result  of  mistake,  as  alleged. 

Before  finishing  the  paper  I  received  the  avowal  of  the  act  and  savage 
excuse  given  to  the  government  of  Bolivar,  with  which  the  latter  seemod  to  be 
satisfied,  and  concluded  it  by  again  finally  calling  the  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment to  the  conduct  and,  excuse  of  Sefior  Berrios.  I  was  again  assured  in  a 
conference  that  he  should  be  punished. 

Hearing  nothing  more  of  the  case,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  secretary  on 
October  4th,  1864,  inquiring  what  steps  had  been  taken  against  Sefior  Berrios. 

This  note  was  not  acknowledged. 

On  receiving  from  the  department  despatch  No.  93,  dated  August  10th,  1864. 
I.  on  January  20th,  1865,  formally  demanded  the  punishment  of  Seizor  Berrios, 
rioe.  This  demand  was  not  responded  to  until  February  16th,  1S65.  I  was 
then  only  advised  that  the  government  had  not  been  informed  as  to  the  proceed- 
ings taken  in  the  matter  by  the  State  of  Bolivar. 

Strong  assurances  that  such  acts  would  not  occur  in  the  future  werepffered| 
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During  all  this  time  I  believed  that  the  government  was  acting  in  good  faith, 
but  felt  itself  too  weak  to  make  itself  more  directly  and  positivelj'  obeyed  in  the 
States.  It  was  just  passing  from  a  military  dictatorship  to  civil  rule,  and  mnch 
allowance  was  to  be  made  for  its  want  of  energy. 

Finally,  convinced  that  the  government  did  not  intend,  or  at  least  could  not 
take  any  effective  action,  I  instituted  an  yiquiry  in  Bolivar,  through  Vice-Consul 
Ma,thiew,  in  August  last,  as  to  the  measures  which  had  been  adopted  for  the 
punishment  of  Sefior  Berries. 

The  result  was  that  shortly  after  the  assault  on  the  Antioquia  the  government 
of  Bolivar  had  promoted  him  to  the  office  of  auditor  general  of  the  State,  the 
duties  of  which  he  discharged  for  several  months  in  the  capital,  Cartageoa, 
riding  out  daily  with  the  President  of  the  State  in  the  private  carriage  of  the  Ut- 
ter. That  the  President  afterwards  appointed  him  governor  at  Magangue,  the 
scene  of  his  wanton  barbarity  on  the  9th  of  March,  1864.  That  he  filled  this 
important  office  for  some  time,  and,  since  leaving  it,  has  been  going  at  lai^ 
unmolested. 

The  then  secretary  of  foreign  relations  was  a  citizen  of  Cartagena,  a  near 
relation  of  the  President  of  Bolivar,  and  must  have  known  all  this. 
.  On  September  11th,  1865,  I  placed  these  facts  before  the  Colombian  govern- 
ment* with  a  peremptory  demand  for  the  punishment  of  Senor  Berrioa.  This 
was  answered  on  the  19th  of  that  month,  in  substance,  that  a  new  requisitioii 
had  been  made  on  the  government  of  Bolivar  for  the  punishment  of  Senor 
Berrios,  with  explanations  as  to  his  having  been  retained  in  office  in  that  State, 
and  being  permitted  to  go  free  of  trial.     To  this  was   added,  as  uaoal,  the 

unwavering  purpose  of  the  government  to  execute  the  laws. 

******** 

I  have, the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  197.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  November  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  Shortly  after  writing  my  last  annual  review  of  events  in  Colombia,  the 
State  government  of  Bolivar  was  overthrown  by  an  insurrectionary  movement,  an 
account  of  which  I  gave  in  my  No.  142.  This  change  has  been  followed  bv 
all  the  unhappy  consequences  then  anticipated. 

As  was  to  have  been  expected,  it  has  brought  to  foreigners  an  undue  share 
of  its  attendant  wrongs  and  oppressions,  as  may  be  seen  in  part  by  reference 
to  my  Nos.  166,  187,  and  196. 

Before ^e  insurrection  in  Bolivar  had  been  concluded,  a  military  force,  headed 
by  Sefior  Isidore  Fucrets,  whom  I  had  occasion  to  speak  of  in  my  No.  138. 
attacked  the  city  of  Rio  Hacha  in  December,  1864,  with  a  view  to  overthrow  the 
State  government  of  Magdalena.  The  attack  was  repelled  and  the  insurgents 
dispersed. 

The  movement  was  again  set  on  foot  in  July  last,  under  the  lead  of  the  same 
chieftain,  who,  after  a  bloody  conflict,  captured  that  city  with  a  considerabk 
number  of  prisoners,  the  elements  of  war  belonging  to  the  State,  seizing  the 
foreign  shipping  in  port  at  the  time.  Other  sanguinary  engagements  have  since 
taken  place,  but  without  any  decisive  result.  The  strife  still  continues  and 
will  probably  terminate  disastrously  to  the  State  government. 
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On  the  9th  of  March  last  the  State  government  of  Panama  was  seized  by 
insurrectionists  and  a  new  one  substituted  in  its  stead. 

This  proceeding  was  attended  by  little  bloodshed.  Some  of  the  persons  thus 
deprived  of  power  repaired  to  the  State  of  Oauca,  where  they  enlisted  a  force 
of  officers  and  men  from  among  its  citizens,  secured  some  of  the  arms  and 
munitions  of  the  national  government,  and  sailing  from  the  port  of  Buenaventura, 
in  a  vessel  carrying  Peruvian  colors,  made  a  hostile  descent  on  the  isthmus  in 
August  last,  and  were  expelled  by  the  State  authorities  of  Panama  after  some 
severe  fighting;  I  refer  to  my  Nos.  186,  190,  and  199  as  bearing  on  these  dis- 
turbances on  the  isthmus. 

The  preceding  contests  were  all  confined  to  opposing  factions  of  the  liberal 
party,  the  party  in  power  in  each  of  the  States  of  the  republic,  and  adminis- 
tering the^ national  government. 

In  the  latter  part  of  September  last,  a  preconcerted  uprising  of  the  conser- 
vatives, headed  by  Greneral  Cordova,  against  the  State  government,  took  place  at 
various  points  in  the  State  of  Gauca.  Some  fierce  coUisions  have  occurred  and 
the  contest  is  progressing. 

In  October  just  past,  the  conservatives  of  this  State,  Cundinamarca,  having 
organized  guerillas  at  numerous  points,  on  the  16th  attacked  in  strong  force  the 
city  of  Cipaquira,  thirty  miles  from  Bogota,  and  after  a  bloody  engagement  with 
the  State  troops,  coming  in  collision  also  with  the  national  troops,  the  guerillas 
abandoned  the  attack.  This  was  followed  by  a  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  republic  declaring  the  public  order  of  the  country  disturbed — war.  This 
guerilla  soon  after  entered  into  a  formal  treaty  with  the  general  government, 
agreeing  to  deliver  up  its  arms,  and  the  government  pardoning  its  members,  and 
assuming  to  pay  for  the  property  seized  from,  and  other  damages  done  to  indi- 
viduals by  it.  A  notable  feature  of  this  Sisturbance  was  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  law  for  the  protection  of  foreigners  of  April  1 9th,  1865,  enclosed  with  my 
Ko.  176,  the  State  government  seized  indiscriminately  the  property  of  foreigners 
and  natives. 

The  other  guerillas  raised  in  this  State,  as  above  stated,  passed  into  the 
adjoining  State  of  Tolima,  where  a  vigorous  efiFort  is  going  on  to  overthrow  its 
government  by  the  conservatives. 

A  week  ago  the  insurgents,  after  hard  fighting,  captured,  held  for  two  days, 
and  then  evacuated  the  city  of  Honda,  the  head  of  steamboat  navigation  on  the 
Magdalena,  and  through  which  all  the  foreign  trade  of  this  capital  has  to  pass. 
In  Honda,  as  in  Cipaquira,  the  national  troops  were  assailed,  and  the  President 
again  declared  the  public  order  disturbed. 

So  long  as  the  national  forces  and  property  are  not  interfered  with,  and  one  State 
is  not  invaded  from  another,  these  strifes  in  the  States  are  held  constitutional 
by  the  government,  and  its  duty  is  to  remain  neutral  between  the  combatants. 

Large  numbers  of  men,  and  even  small  boys,  are  being  caught  and  put  into 
the  army.  Active  military  preparations  are  going  on,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
a  general  civil  war  is  at  hand.  There  is  a  gener^  impression,  and  1  happen  to 
know  it  to  be  well  founded,  that  the  conservatives  are  determiqg^  on  an 
attempt  to  overthrow  the  general  government  before  the  1st  of  April  next,  when 
President  Murillo's  term  empires,  and  thus  prevent  the  inauguration  of  General 
Mo8Quera,who  has  just  been  elected  his  successor,  and  whose  rule  they  greatly 


Another  civil  war  like  that  of  1860-'61-*62-'63  could  not  fail  to  bring  sad, 
if  not  fatal,  consequences  to  the  country,  already  in  a  most  deplorable  condition 
and  growing  worse  daily.  Its  finances  are  hopeless ;  industrial  pursuits  of  every 
kind  are  neglected  ;  poverty  and  destitution  are  general ;  patriotism  and  public 
vu-tue  much  weakened,  indeed  almost  extinct ;  a  frightful  demoralization  per- 
vades all  classes ;  la^v  is  a  dead  letter ;  and  the  strongest  ties  of  society  are  the 
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BTmpathies  arising  from  degradation  and  crime  on  the  one  hand,  and  misibrtaoe 
and  oppression  on  the  other. 

This  picture  will,  undoubtedly,  seem  exaggerated ;  it  is,  nevertheleBS*  strictlj 
true.  It  finds  a  strong  support  in  the  significant  fact,  that  within  the  last  jear 
causeless  bloody  warfare  has  afflicted  no  less  than  six  of  the  nine  States  of  tbe 
republic,  superinduced  by  no  higher  motive  than  that  of  pillage,  thinly  cloaked 
under  the  garb  of  office  on  the  part  of  the  leaders,  and  on  that  of  their  foUowerB. 

President  Murillo  has  endeavoured  to  give  the  country  a  somewhat  more 
elevated  administration  than  it  has  had  for  some  time.  The  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  all  professed  shades  of  opinion  have  not  accepted  it,  but  have  drifted 
him  along  with  them  ;  and  it  is  enaing  one  of  the  least  fortunate  of  all.  A  few 
cling  to  the  attenuated  hope  that  the  peculiar  administrative  notions  of  Grenerai 
Mosquera,  (explained  in  my  number  147,)  may  stay  the  preseut  rapid  down- 
ward tide.  Should  he  fail  in  this,  the  country's  cup  of  misery,  now  full,  must 
soon  overflow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Stale,  Washingtajii  D.  C. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract]  ^ 

No.  198,]  »  Lbqation  op  the  Dnitbd  States, 

Bogota,  Novemher  4,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  annexed  papers  relating  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  G.  F.  Pearson,  on  the  interment  in  Panama  of  the 
remains  of  A.  R.  McKee,  esi^.,  deceased,  late  United  States  consul  at  this  city. 

4c  ♦  ♦  «  *     3|c  Hii 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Seilor  Santiago  Perez  to  Mr,  Burton. 
[Translation.] 

UNrpED  States  op  Colombia,  Department  of 

TUB  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Bogota,  October  !(>,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreisrn  relations,  has  the  honor  to  accompany 
with  this  ditaniunication,  for  the  information  of  his  honor  th«  minister  resident  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  sovereign  State  of  Panama  and  Rear- Admiral  Pearson,  and  will  proceed  to  make 
the  following  observations : 

The  neutrality  of  the  isthmus,  or  the  sovereignty  of  New  Granada,  now  tbe  United  Statw 
of  Colombia,  over  it,  was  guaranteed  bv  the  United  States  of  North  America  in  the  35th  trticJe 
of  the  treaty  of  ldil6— our  rights  pertaining  to  Colombia,  rights  the  effectiveness  of  which  it 
belongs  to  her  to  demand  at  tne  time  and  circumstances  which  may  be  convenient  to  her  ani 
equitable.  But  that  guarantee  of  the  neutrality  of  the  isthmus  and  its  sovereignty  to  Coloo 
bia  does  not  oblige  her  to  submit  to  the  measures  which  the  United  States  of  North  Americi, 
or  any  agent  of  theirs,  may  pretend  to  impose  upon  her  in  derogation  of  the  national  dignityt 
and  not  only  without  the  requirement  of  the  local  authorities,  but  in  spite  of  them. 

The  local  authorities  of  the  State  of  Panama,  as  agents  of  the  national  govemmoit, 
respected  in  virtue  of  their  powers  and  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties,  have  to  maiiitainoo 
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the  nthmns  the  pabUc  securities  and  the  gnsftiiiteee  dae  its  inhabitants  and  persons  who  may 
be  transiently  there. 

In  the  discharge  of  their  duties  said  authorities  will  employ  the  means  at  their  command, 
and  require  such  assistance  as  they  may  find  necessary  and  to  which  they  may  be  entitled, 
proTided  it  can  be  so  given  and  as  stipulated.  Otherwise  assistance  would  not  be  real  assist- 
SDce,  and  the  employment  of  a  foreign  force,  although  under  alleged  necessity  or  conveni- 
ence, would  be  rather  to  have  it  imposed  than  asked,  an  act  inadmissible  by  the  legitimate 
anthorities  of  that  territory,  and  inacceptable  according  to  the  most  primitive  notions  of 
public  law. 

Agreeably  to  the  said  35th  article,  said  guarantee  is  expressly  declared  to  be  an  especial 
compensation  for  favors  acquired  by  the  United  States  of  North  America  in  that  State, 

The  guarantee  is,  therefore,  not  a  right  pertaining  to  them,  but  an  obligation,  a  service 
contracted  by  them ;  a  service,  it  is  true,  which  redounds  to  their  interests,  but  which  cannot 
take  the  character  of  a  power  or  jurisdiction ;  but,  by  giving  to  said  guarantee  the  interpre- 
tation implied  in  the  pretensions  of  Rear-Admiral  Pearson,  it  would  be  converted  into  an  addi- 
tional favor  to  the  United  States  of  North  America,  a  favor  which  would  require  on  the  part 
of  Colombia  the  abdication  of  her  sovereignty. 

The  propriety  of  opportunely  appealing  to  the  necessary  measures  to  preserve  in  every  case 
security  on  the  isthmus  must  induce  the  power  intrusted  with  its  preservation — a  power 
which  represgots  the  national  sovereignty,  and  at  the  order  of  which,  within  their  respective 
limits,  agents  are  to  be  maintained,  whose  duty  it  is  to  lend  effective  assistance.  Who  has 
borne  the  responsibility  arising  from  a  want  of  order  or  security  on  the  isthmus  when  disorders 
have  occurred  ?  The  use,  therefore,  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  for 
the  preservation  of  order  and  the  maintenance  of  the  sovereignty  of  Colombia  on  the  isthmus 
has  to  be  determined  by  the  Colombian  authorities  themselves,  and  not  by  the  chiefs  of  those 
forces,  whatever  may  be  the  apparent  inconvenience,  in  any  given  case,  to  the  latter — incon- 
Teniences  to  be  foreseen  and  removed  by  him  who  is  responsiDle  for  the  disturbances. 

Snch  is  the  understanding  and  grounds  taken  by  the  Colombian  government,  with  respect 
to  the  part  in  quesHon  of  the  treaty  with  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  it  is  sure 
that  such  is  the  understanding  and  views  maintained  by  the  minister  resident  of  the  United 
States,  whom  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  address  and  to  request  of  him  an  express 
opinion  upon  the  point. 

The  way  or  transit  across  the  isthmus  shall  be  open  to  the  citizens  and  government  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  agreeably  to  said  article  35,  but  neither  this  nor  any  other 
article  of  the  treaty  implies  the  rieht  of  disembarking  troops  on  that  territory  without  pre- 
vioDs  notice,  and  then  subject  to  the  conditions  of  the  treaty.  Much  less  does  it  imply  the 
right  to  disembark  North  American  forces  in  order  that  they  may  eo  through  exercises  on 
Colombian  territory,  or  occupy  it  |in  organized  bodies  or  regiments  in  any  operations  what- 
ever. The  right  to  disembark  and  of  transit  will  always  be  subject  to  the  compact  between 
the  two  nations,  and  in  cases  of  assistance  to  the  judgment  and  demand  of  the  local  authorities, 
who,  in  this  particular,  act  as  the  agents  of  the  national  government 

In  this  sense  instructions  have  been  given  to  the  government  of  the  State  of  Panama.  And 
it  is  hoped  that  the  minister  resident  of  North  America,  finding  all  the  foregoing  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  existing  treaty,  and  with  the  well  understood  interests  of  both  countries, 
he  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  his  orders  accordingly  to  the  agents  of  his  nation  on  the 
isthmus,  that  they  may  desist  from  ^nd  nut  an  end  to  whatever  pretensions  they  may  have 
manifested  or  that  they  may  manifest  to  toe  contrary. 

The  undersigned  improves  the  opportunity  to  present 'to  his  honor  the  assurances  of  his 
high  esteem. 

SANTIAGO  PEREZ. 
Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Sefior  Jil  Colunje  to  Mr,  Pearson, 
[Translation.] 

VSITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA,  SOVEREIGN  STATE  OP  PANAMA— PRESIDENT  OP  THE  STATE. 

Panama,  September  6,  1865. 
Sir  :  On  the  day  before  yesterday  I,  with  the  other  public  superior  functiAaries  of  the  nation 
and  State  resident  in  the  city,  were  pnfpared  to  attend  the  funeral  obsequies  of  Mr.  Alex  R. 
McKee,  late  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  this  place,  where  his  death  has  been 
80  justly  deplored,  when  I  perceived  that  a  party  of  armed  people  belonging  to  the  marine  of 
tbt*  North  American  Union  had  disembarked,  together  with  a  band  of  music,  in  order  to  do 
due  honor  to  the  civil  and  military  rank  of  Mr.  McKee,  and  I  was  under  the  painful  necessity 
of  declining,  and  causing  the  other  authorities  to  decline,  attending  said  obsequies,  because 

»    ■  Digitized  by  VjOOQ-IC 


460  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

pennission  to  disembark  said  force  had  not  been  asked  of  me,  as  the  first  autbority  of  tUs 
State. 

Certainly,  on  so  solemn  an  occasion,  nothing  would  have  been  more  natural  than  to  ^rant 
said  permission,  chiefly  when  we  have  no  band  of  martial  music  here  at  present,  or  bcray  of 
troopis  to  contribute  in  giving  due  gravity  to  the  ceremony ;  but  it  will  be  allowed  that  if 
this  occurrence,  which  in  any  aspect  may  be  unfavorably  qualified  under  the  circumstfuioes-- 
considered  as  much  with  reference  to  the  cordial  relations  existing  between  the  North  Ameri- 
can Union  and  the  Colombian  Union  as  to  your  undoubted  sufficiency — if  this  act,  I  say. 
should  pass  unnoticed,  my  silence  might  be  taken  as  argument  hereafter  for  neglecting  the 
correct  usages  of  the  law  of  nations.  I  expect,  therefore,  that  in  case  it  shall  he  necessaiy 
to  disembark  armed  naval  forces  in  future,  it  will  not  be  done  without  the  consent  of  t]» 
authorities  in  this  place,  which  represent  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  nation. 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  your  attentive  servant, 

JIL  COLUNJE. 
Admiral  J.  P.  Pearson, 

Commanding  the  United  States  Squadron  in  the  Pacific, 


Mr,  Pearson  to  Stflor  Jil  Colunje, 

United  States  Flag-ship  Lancaster, 

Panama,  September  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  communication  of  your  excellency,  dated  6th 
instant.  It  informs  me  that  your  excellency  and  all  the  high  functionaries  of  Panama  were 
prepared  to  attend  the  burial  of  the  late  consul  of  the  United  States,  Alexander  R.  McKee, 
whose  loss  is  so  iustly  deplored,  when  you  noticed  a  company  of  armed  people  belonging 
to  the  marine  of  the  United  States,  and  a  band  of  music  besides,  ready  to  ao  the  honors  due 
to  the  military  rank  and  civil  employ  of  Mr.  McKee ;  that  you  then  believed  yourself  under 
the  painful  necessity  of  abstaininje^  from  attending  the  burial,  and  of  not  permitting  the  other 
authorities  to  attend,  because  permission  was  not  obtained  from  you,  as  the  highest  political 
authority  of  the  State,  for  the  disembarcation  of  the  above-mentioned  force. 

In  expressing  to  vour  excellency  my  regret  that  you  did  not  attend  the  funeral  services  ci 
a  consul  so  much  beloved,  I  can  do  no  less  than  express  also  the  impression  that  I  have 
received  from  your  objections  to  the  presence  of  a  marine  guard  with  only  cartridges  with- 
out balls,  and  especially  to  the  unarmed  band  of  music  of  this  boat,  whose  only  object  w&« 
to  honor  the  remains  of  a  consul  of  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  Panama.  You  speak  of 
the  landing  of  these  marines  and  of  this  band  of  music  as  contrary  to  the  rights  of  nations ; 
and  you  say  that  you  had  a  few  troops,  and  no  band  of  music  in  the  city  at  this  time. 

I  know  perfectly  well  that  armed  troops  should  never  put  foot  on  the  territory  of  a  friendly 
government  without  special  permission  from  its  chief,  but  in  the  present  case,  when  all  t^ 
city  was  mourning  the  loss  of  a  friend,  it  never  occurred  to  me  that  anything  that  I  might 
do  in  honor  of  his  memory  would  be  taken  in  any  other  sense  than  joiiUng  in  the  general 
grief  of  all,  including  your  excellency,  and  the  other  employes  of  the  government. 

Besides,  at  that  time,  the  city  was  overhung  with  a#cloud  of  sadness,  which  prevented 
lending  attention  to  little  forms,  no  one  thinking  of  anything  but  in  attributing  to  the  dt^ceased 
and  much-ioved  Colonel  McKee  a  melancholy  homage,  whose  remains  were  to  bo  immediately 
buried. 

I  will  hero  take  the  liberty  to  assure  your  excellency  that,  in  conformity  with  my  orden 
to  the  squadron  of  my  command,  armed  troops  will  land  inmiediately  whenever  it  is  necessaiy 
to  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  Colombia  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  especially  when  the  railroad  and  its  passengers  are  in  danger. 

You  informed  me  that  for  the  future  you  hope  that  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  land 
armed  troops,  it  will  not  be  done  without  the  consent  of  your  excellency. 

There  is  not  the  least  objection  to  asking  this  permission,  but  I  believe  it  my  duty  to  give 
you  notice,  that  in  case  of  alarm  the  recjuired  force  of  the  squadron  for  an  immediate  service 
would  probably  be  detained  from  arriving  in  Panama  at  least  two  hours,  waiting  to  cooi- 
municate  with  the  city,  and  receive  permission  from  your  excellency. 

In  consideration  ot  the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  it  is  believed  that  armed  troops  may  be 
landed  at  any  moment,  and  our  late  consul  and  others  anxiously  desiring  it,  I  have  ordered 
the  marine  troops  to  land  when  there  was  any  danger,  to  protect  the  consulate  and  tlie 
naval  deposit,  without  permission  from  the  authorities,  and  I  am  disposed  to  do  the*  same 
again,  convinced  that  such  conduct  will  not  only  be  agreeable  to  the  consul  and  naval  store- 
keeper,  but  also  to  the  President  of  the  State,  since  it  will  contribute  to  the  preservation  oi 
good  order. 

Do  not  think  for  a  moment,  however,  that  I  dispute  your  legitimate  right  to  wish  that 
permission  be  asked,  by  means  of  an  officer,  to  disembark  armed  troops  in  time  of  necessity, 
or  to  do  the  customary  funeral  honors  at  the  death  of  an  employ^  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  land  a  band  of  unarmed  musicians. 
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All  thiSf  besides  beings  your  lawful  duty,  would  g^ve  me  pleasure  to  cany  it  out,  by  means 
of  an  order  to  the  commanders  of  the  different  vessels  of  this  squadron. 

I  shall  also  remit  to  the  government  which  I  have  the  honor  to  serve  a  cop^  of  your  com- 
munication, and  a  copy  of  my  answer,  to  the  end  that,  if  at  any  time  the  force  under  my 
command  shall  be  delayed,  in  case  of  any  emergency,  in  consequence  of  my  awmting  your 
consent  to  the  disembarcation,  the  censure  may  not  be  attributed  to  me. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  PEARSON, 
Commanding  the  U.  S,  Force  in  the  Pacific  Ouan^  September  14,  1865. 
His  Excellency  JiL  CoLUNJE, 

President  of  the  Stat^  of  Panama, 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  199.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  November  5,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  annexed  correspondence  with  the  United 
States  consuls  and  naval  officers  at  Aspinwall  and  Panama,  which  relates  more 
particularlj  to  the  late  disturbances  on  the  isthmus,  of  which  the  department  has 
doubtless  already  been  fully  informed. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  note  of  Consul  Davenport  and  acting  Rear- Admiral 
Pearson,  of  September  26th,  1865,  marked  Gand  H,I  infer  that  my  note  of  July 
Ist,  1865,  attached  to  my  No.  190,  and  that  of  August  31st,  1 865,  (A,)  hereto  an- 
nexed, have  not  been  understood  in  the  sense  intended.  They  appear  to  have  been 
interpreted  by  those  gentlemen  qs  instructions  from  me  to  them.  Such  was  not 
my  intention.  When  I  wrote  I  supposed  that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  from  their 
proximity  to  Washington,  they  had  been,  or  certainly  soon  would  be,  fully 
instructed  as  to  their  duties,  on  the  happening  of  certain  events  for  some  time 
before  expected  to  take  place  on  the  isthmus.  My  object,  therefore,  wtft  to 
give  these  officers,  and  others  near  the  place  of  anticipated  disturbances,  official 
notice  of  what  this  government  expected  in  a  given  state  of  case,  to  which  I 
ventured  to  add  my  own  opinion,  to  go  for  what  it  was  worth  iu  itself.  That 
they  being  thus  advised  might,  perhaps,  be  better  enabled  to  execute  the  orders 
of  their  respective  departments,  according  to  their  own  views  of  duty.  In  short, 
what  I  wrote  was  for  their  information,  and  not  for  their  guidance,  as  1  think 
the  papers  clearly  sjiow. 

My  opinion  was  based  on  that  expressed  by  our  government  under  analogou^ 
circumstances  in  1862.    That  expression  was  a  law  to  me  in  itself,  but  appeared 
moreover  to  be  supported  by  strong  reasons,  some  of  which  I  beg  to  be  allowed 
to  state  in  reply  to  the  views  of  Consul  Davenport  and  acting  Rear- Admiral 
Pearson,  for  whose  opinions  I  have  the  highest  respect. 

By  the  constitution  of  Colombia  the  individual  States  are  sovereign  and 
independent  of  each  other ;  as  much  so,  both  in  theory  and  in  fact,  for  the 
purpose  of  th^  present  question,  as  Colombia  and  Peru. 

It  is  the  declared  constitutional  duty  of  the  national  government  to  prevent 
and  repel,  by  all  the  means  at  its  command,  any  invasion  of  one  State  by  another. 
Sach  an  invasion  is  a  violation  of  the  national  sovereignty  in  the  invaded  State. 
This  is  particularly  the  cag^  in  the  S|^e  of  Pai^jpa,  where  certain  important 
rights  of  sovereignty  have  been  reserved  to  the  national  government,  which  it 
has  not  in  the  other  States. 

The  invasion  of  the  State  of  Panama  in  August  last,  from  the  State  of  Cauca, 
was  none  the  less  a  violation  of  the  national  sovereignty  over  the  isthmus  on 
account  of  its  want  of  the  sanction  of  the  latter  State. 

The  efiFect  was  precisely  the  same  hostility  to,  and  the  trampling  on,  the  national 
right  and  authority,  and  consequently  creating  a  state  of  affairs  which  required 
the  national  government  to  move  in  the  fulfilment  of  its  constitutional  duty. 
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This  duty  was  in  nowise  modified  bj  tbe  fact  that  some  ef  the  chiefs  irho  led 
the  invasion  were  expelled  citizens  of  Panama. 

It  is  nDderstood  that  most  of  the  officers,  and  all  of  the  soldiers  of  the  invading 
forces,  were  citizens  of  the  State  of  Gaaca ;  they  carried  no  recognized  fla^.  and 
were  subject  to  no  regular  or  recognized  authority  ;  they  sought  to  make  irregn- 
lar  war  on  the  people  and  recognized  legitimate  government  of  a  State  which  the 
general  government  was  bound  to  protect  against  such  incursioos,  and  were 
therefore  not  inaptly  characterized  as  bandits.  To  require  the  forcible  inter- 
vention of  the  national  government,  it  was  enough  that  hostilities  came  from 
without  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Panama. 

The  circumstance  that  the  invaders  came  in  a  vessel  carrying  the  colors  of  a 
foreign  nation,  instead  of  taking  from  the  invasion  its  unjustifiable  character,  wu 
calculated  to  inspire  greater  alarm  and  called  for  greater  energy  on  the  part  of 
the  government  of  the  nation. 

This  being  the  duty  of  the  Colombian  government,  the  only  inquiry  is  hoF 
far  the  United  States  are  bound  to  aid  in  the  performance  of  that  duty. 

To  an  accurate  solution  of  this  question,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  contro- 
vert the  deduction  of  inconvenience  drawn  by  the  consul  and  acting  rear-admiral, 
from  the  interpretation  of  the  treaty  for  which  I  contend.  These  are  rather 
specious  in  the  abstract  than  applicable  to  the  true  issue. 

It  will  be  sufficient  to  consider  tbe  single  point  on  which  they  rest  their  argu- 
ment, as  a  correct  answer  to  the  inquiry  must  necessarily  spring  from  the  justice 
or  fallacy  of  their  conclusions,  there  being  no  intermediate  ground  on  which  to 
hise  a  third. 

The  point  of  departure  in  the  argument  advanced  by  them  is  the  force  given 
to  the  words  of  the  35th  article  of  the  treaty,  "  with  a  view  that  free  transit  oi 
the  isthmus  may  not  be  interrupted,''  and  the  conclusion  reached,  that  the  obli- 
gatmn  contracted  by  the  United  States  is  coextensive  only  with  the  view 
declared. 

This,  at  first  sight,  has  some  claim  to  plausibility,  but  is  plausible  only. 

.      Had  the  treaty  stopped  here,  leaving  no  other  clue  to  the  limits  of  the  obli- 

1      gation,  the  inference  drawn  would  not  have  been  entirely  wanting  in  force.   But 

the  treaty  itself  fixes  unmistakably,  without  leaving  anything  to  interpretation 

or  conjecture,  precisely  what  is  to  be  done  in  order  to  fulfil  that  obligation  and 

to  effect  the  object  in  view — the  securing  by  the  United  States  to  Colombia  of  a 

perfect  neutrality  of  the  isthmus,  and  in  like* manner  her  sovereignty  and  prop- 

I^rty  in  that  territory;  not  partially  or  of  the  transit  alone,  but  of  the  whole 
isthmus,  and  that  perfectly.     If  the  transit  only  was  to  be  thus  secured,  it  would 
have  been  more  natural  and  logical  to  have  said  so  and  no  more,  by  employing 
words  more  precise  and  in  harmony  with  the  idea  intended  to  be  expressed. 
?  Y       To  thus  limit  the  duty  imposed  by  the  treaty  on  the  United  States  does 
*  violence  to  that  part  of  it  which,  in  plain  and  appropriate  words,  extends  the 
I  i  guarantee  of  perfect  neutrality,  sovereignty,  and  property  to  the  whole  territory 
•  •  of  the  isthmus,  "  from  its  southernmost  extremity  until  the  boundary  of  Oosu 
Rica,"  and  consequently  at  the  same  time  renders  superfluous,  meaningless,  and 
inoperative,  no  inconsiderable  part  of  its  language— a  supposition  not  to  be 
attributed  to  the  negotiators  of  so  important  an  agreement  and  their  governments, 
who  ratified  it  in  the  entire  absence  of  •mbiguity  o^unreasonableness.    Besides, 
a  named  view  or  object  of  the  guarantee  is  of  subordinate  importance,  and  mnst 
yield  I  to  the  explicit  and  unconditional  terms  of  the  guarantee  itself. 

It  is  a  legitimate  presumption,  not  to  be  repelled  or  weakened  by  time  or 
subsequent  changes,  that  the  contracting  parties  had  fixed  and  well-defined 
ideas  of,  and  specified  accordingly,  what  acts  should  constitute  a  compHaoce 
with  the  obligations  into  which  they  were  entering;  and  althoui^h  such  acts  majT 
now  appear  disproportionate  to  the  end  to  be  achieved,  it  is  not  for  one  parly  fto 
disregard  or  diminish  them  without  the  consent  of  the  other. 
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This  inclination  to  define  runs  through  the  entire  treaty — h  one  of  its  notable 
features ;  and  a  wise  one,  as  it  tends  to  avert  misunderstanding,  and  consequently 
to  make  more  efficacious  its  stipulations. 

Many  other  convenient  objects,  not  necesary  or  politic  to  have  been  declared, 
and  which  neither  party  was  bound  to  disclose,  may  have  induced  one  or  both 
to  enter  into  ihe  compact. 

There  are  patent  and  forcible  reasons  for  this  supposition  as  to  Colombia. 
This  part  of  her  territory  is  remote  and  almost  detached  from  the  rest  of  the 
republic.  It  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  world,  and  she  might  well  have 
apprehended  that  it  was  looked  to  with  a  covetous  eye  by  stronger  powers. 
It  is  difficult  of  defence,  and  she  had  not  the  means  of  defending  it  The 
inhabitants  were  but  partially  civilised,  and  its  quiet  and  order  imposed  on  her 
a  weighty  responsibility. 

Well  might  Colombia,  with  her  sad  internal  revolutionary  experience  abd 
menaces  from  abroad,  have  feared  that  the  presence  of  any  body  of  men,  from 
anywhere,  operating  hostilely  to  her  rights  and  authority  on  any  part  of  that 
peculiar  territory,  and  especially  such  a  body  as  that  which  invaded  it  from 
Cauca,  would  be  dangerous  not  to  this  part  alone,  but  to  the  republic  itself;  and 
therefore  have  sought  a  stipulation  from  the  United  States,  which  would  be  / 
likely  to  preclude  all  possibility  of  consequences  so  disastrous  to  her  security  and  I 
welfare.  ' 

Furthermore,  the  treaty  pre-supposes  that  the  tranquil  and  constant  enjoymeirt 
of  the  advantages  secured  by  it  on  the  isthmus  to  the  United  States  is  to  re- 
dound chiefly  to  the  interest  of  the  latter.  The  view,  then,  of  keeping  the  transit 
unintemipted,  and  which  the  United  States  are  permitted  to  do,  is  in  effect  a 
permission  to  them  to  protect  their  newly  acquired  rights  on  Colombian  soil,  (the 
free  transit  of  the  isthmus  being  the  principal  one,)  and  is  in  reality  one  of  the 
privileges  conceded  to  the  United  States,  as  conducive  to  the  fidl  enjoyment  of 
those  rights  for  their  own^benefit,and  cannot  in  any  sense  be  regarded  as  a  burden 
to  them. 

But  as  a  compensation  for  granting  these  rights  and  privileges,  and  for  other 
important  concessions  made  to  the  United  States  by  Colombia,  in  articles  4,  5, 
and  6  of  the  treaty,  the  former  take  upon  themselves,  in  turn,  the  burden  of 
guaranteeing  to  the  latter  the  perfect  neutrality,  sovereignty,  and  property  of 
the  whole  isthmus,  which  Colombia,  whether  with  or  without  cause  is  inmiate- 
rial,  imagined  was,  or  might  be,  dangerous.  ^ 

She  has  paid  for  this  security,  and  the  United  States  have  accepted  and  enjoy 
a  consideration  mutually  agreed  upon,  as  adequate  and  just,  and  the  view  or 
objects,  many  or  few,  which  may  then  have  moved  Colombia  to  purchase  the 
right  to,  or  that  may  now  influence  her  to  ask  for  the  lawful  enjoyment  of  the 
benefits  resulting  from  her  agreement,  cannot  concern  the  United  States,  or  excuse 
them  for  failing  to  comply  with  the  plain  duty  to  which  they  have  bound  them- 
selves. ^ 

Another  feature  of  the  guarantee  is  not  to  be  overlooked.     It  extends  to  "  all  > 
the  rights  of  sovereignty  and  property  which  New  Granada  (now  Colombia)  has 
over  the  said  territory." 

At  the  date  of  the  trejty  the  n^  State  of  Panama  was  simnly  a  cgj^ton  of  the 
republic  over  which  the  national  authority  was  supreme. 

Whether,  therefore,  an  invasion  of  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  or  even  an  inter- 
nal movement  which  puts  in  jeopardy  the  rights  guaranteed  to  Colombia  in  that   ^ 
territory,  does  or  does  not  endanger  the  freedom  of  the  transit,  would  seem  in  no    • 
case  to  be  a  material  or  open  question.     It  is  concluded  by  positive  stipulation.   I 

This  appears  to  be  the  clearly  expressed  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  treaty. 

The  duty  assumed  by  the  United  States  may  be  inconvenient,  embarrassing, 
and  even  onerous;  it  is  nevertheless  one  which,  when  required  to  do  so,  they 
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cannot  fail  to  respect  without  dishonor,  bo  long  as  they  retain  the  correspoodkig 
benefits  ceded  by  Colombia. 

No  notice  has  been  communicated  to  me  by  this  government  of  the  occarreDce 
mentioned  in  the  annexed  letter  of  Vice-Gonsul  Robinson. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  SttUe^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr.  Henrji  PrMe  tt  oL 

Legation  of  mt  UNrreD  Statss, 

Bo f  Ota,  Augmwt  31,  1865. 
Sm :  His  excellency  the  President  of  Colombia  advised  me  to-day  that  a  bodj  of  armed 
meOf  whom  be  characterized  as  bandits,  had  recently  sailed  from  the  port  of  Bueoaveatim. 
in  the  State  of  Cauca,  for  the  .purpose  of  invading  and  making  war  against  the  State  of 
Panama,  and  expressed  his  hope  that  the  United  States  wonld  fulfil  what  be  conaidered  tbeir 
duty,  (by  preventing  this  or  any  other  hostile  party  or  individuals  from  landing  within  the  timiti 
of  that  State,  and  employing  the  necessary  force  to  expel  such,  in  case  a  fauding  should  be 
effected,  as  their  presence  will  necessarily  endanger  the  safety  of  the  transit  of  the  isthmus, 
and  the  property  and  lives  of  American  citizens. 

In  expressing  my  cencurrence  in  this  opinion  of  the  President,  I  have  to  add,  that  in  case 
the  present  authorities  of  Panama  should  be  forcibly  overthrown  by  the  aid  of  persons  coning 
from  other  States,  citinens  of  the  United  States  onght  to  refuse  to  submit  to  tbe  exaction  m 
any  contribution  by  any  person  or  authority  in  that  State,  until  such  change  be  recogaind 
as  le^timate  by  the  Colombian  government,  and  that  such  refusal  should  be  sustained  by 
force  if  necessary. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A  BUBTON. 
Commander  George  H.  Preble, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Steamer  State  of  Oeorgia,  Aspintcall; 
United  States  Admiral,  Panama ;  and  • 

United  States  Consuls  at  Aspintoall  and  Panama. 


Mr,  Pearson  to  Mr.  Burton. 

Unfted  Statesj  Flag-ship  Lancaster, 

Panama,  Auguwt  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  July  Ist,  1865, 
^stating  that  the  President  of  Colombia  had  informed  you  that  he  was  advised  that  amed 
men  from  other  States  were  preparing  to  invade  the  State  of  Panama  for  the  purpoee  of 
making  war  against  its  authorities  and  people. 

I  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  carry  out  the  treaty  stipulations  between  the  governments 
of  the  United  States  and  of  Colombia ;  and  should  an  armed  force  from  other  States  invade 
Panama  with  the  intention  of  making  war  against  its  authorities  and  people,  I  shall,  on  tbe 
request  of  General  Gutierrez,  render  nim  such  assistance  as  may  be  in  my  power  at  tbe  tiae 
for  the  purpose  indicated. 

J  I  shall  take  especial  care,  however,  that  assistance  is  not  rendered  for  any  of  the  intemal 
political  troubles  of  the  State  of  Panama,  further  than  for  the  protection  of  oar  citiieos  w- 
siding  here,  and  tbeir  property. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  PEARSON, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 
His  Excellency  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Legalion  o/tht  United  StateTof  America^  Bogota,  N.  O. 


i 

t  Mr.  Robinson  to  Mr.  Burton. 


United  States  Gonsitlate, 

Aspinwail,  August  %,  1865. 
Sir:  Tour  kind  favor,  marked  private,  reached  me  on  the  11th  instant,  since  whicb  tine 
I  have  been  contiued  bv  illness,  and  am  still  very  weak. 
Mr.  Rice  will  be  back  on  the  10th  of  September. 
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The  rerolation  in  thfs  State  has  not  come  to  anj  decided  issne  as  yet,  although  we  expect 
to  hear  something  decisive  each  day. 
I  enclose  the  last  Panama  Star  and  Herald. 

General  business  ou  the  isthmus  is  pretty  much  suspended  for  the  present 
The  steamer  Costa  Rica  arrived  from  New  York  this  morning,  enabling  me  to  forward 
your  mail  by  this  opportunity. 

The  State  of  Georgia,  Captain  Preble,  has  been  relieved  by  the  James  Adger,  Captain 
HcDiarmid. 
On  this  side  of  the  isthmus  all  is  quiet.    Your  enclosures  were  sent  forward. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TRACY  ROBINSON. 
Hon.  Allan  A.  Bitrton, 

United  States  Minister, 


Mr,  Robinson  to  Mr,  Burton, 

United  States  Consulate, 

Aspinwall,  August  31,  1865. 

8m :  The  United  States  gunboat  James  Adger,  Captain  McDiarmid,  hence  to  Cartagena 
to-morrow,  affords  me  an  oppovtanity  of  addressing  you  this  note  and  of  enclosing  to-cUty's 
Panama  Star  and  Herald,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the  revolution  is  progressing  rather 
liowly. 

It  is  yet  impossible  to  say  how  the  a£hir  will  terminate. 

United  States  government  troops  are  now  being  passed  over  the  isthmus,  en  route  for 
California. 

The  fourteenth  regular  infantry  arrived  here  per  steamship,  April  25th  instant,  when  the 
iteamer  was  allowed  to  come  alongside  the  wharf,  to  remidn  with  the  troops  on  board 
orer  night  The  result  was,  althouj^  I  wrote  a  note  to  the  commanding  officer  request- 
iif  him  to  prevent  any  of  the  men  &om  landing,  auite  a  number  escaped  the  guard,  camo 
on  shore,  became  intoxicated  and  created  considerable  disturbance. 

Some  of  the  small  drinking  shops,  belonging  to  British  subjects,  were  entered,  and,  I  have 
been  informed,  taken  forcible  possession  of;  so  that  the  British  vice-consul  informed  me 
he  has  been  since  applied  to  for  redress  and  restitution  from  our  government  No  claims 
have  yet  been  presented  to  me,  however. 

The  local  authorities  were  very  mtich  incensed  at  the  affeAt, 

Small  parties  of  our  troops,  with  guns  and  fixed  bayonets,  were  going  about  the  streets 
Coring  the  night,  under  the  pretence,  I  am  told,  of  piclungupstraggfors,  taking  matters  into 
their  own  hands  for  the  time  being. 

Yesterday  the  government  transports  Benjamin  Deford  and  S.  R.  Spaulding  arrived  here 
with  the  second  United  States  artillery,  648  men,  on  board  for  transportation  to  Panama 
uid  San  Francisco. 

In  order  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  recurrence  of  the  formerlrouble,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the 
commanding  officer,  requesting  him  not  to  permit,  under  any  circumstances,  the  landing 
(^any  portion  of  the  men  until  the  cars  were  ready  to  embark  them  at  once  for  Panama.  * 

In  reply  to  my  note  the  general  commanding,  who  I  have  heard  is  General  French,  has 
dictated  a  note  to  the  effect  that  he  will  do  as  he  pleases,  or,  to  use  his  own  words,  **  the 
general  commanding  will  consult  what  he  deems  most  necessary  for  the  interest  of  his  com- 
mand m  the  matter. '  *  « 

i^ill  only  add,  that  if  officers  in  command  of  our  troops  in  crossing  this  isthmus  do  not  ] 
keep  them  in  subjection,  so  as  to  ^vent  outniges  upon  the  people  here,  we  may  expect  • 
trouble. 

I  have  not  written  the  government  about  the  matter,  preferring  to  await  the  return  of  Mr. 
Bice,  who  will  be  here  on  or  about  the  10th  instant. 
I  beg  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

TRACY  ROBINSON,  rtce-Consul. 

Hon.  A.  A.  Burton, 

United  StutcM  Minister j  8fe,,  Bogota, 


Mr,  Davenport  to  Mr.  Burton, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Panama,  September  26,  1865. 

Sm:  Your  letter.  No.  74,  addressed  to  the  'late  Colonel  McKee,  United  States  consul  at 
«!•  port,  has  been  received.  You  have  doubtless  ere  this  learned  of  the  death  of  that 
excellent  man,  anl  my  appointment  as  acting  cou.sui  until  the  pleasure  of  the  government 
should  be  known. 
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In  forwarding  a  oopj,  as  requested  bj  you,  to  the  State  Department,  I  embraced  Hm 
opportunity  to  call  the  Secretaiy's  attention  to  the  construction  put  upon  the  35th  artide 
ot  our  treaty  with  New  Granada  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  as 
well  as  your  coincidence  of  opinion  with  that  functionary. 

As  I  do  not  by  any  means  afipree  with  either  of  you  as  to  the  duties  of  naval  officen  to 
use  force  to  prevent  one  party  ffom  a  hostile  attempt  against  another,  particularlv  as  the 
normsj  condition  of  this  State  seems  to  be  revolutionary.  I  have  asked  Mr.  Seward  for  an 
expression  of  the  views  of  our  government  and  its  construction  of  the  obligations  devolvii^ 
upon  us  under  the  sfud  article. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  United  States,  under  that  article,  guarantees  a  perfect  nea- 
trality  of  the  isthmus  to  New  Granada,  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  with  the  viae  that 
the  free  transit  from  one  to  the  other  sea  map  not  be  interrupted  or  embarrassed. 

The  United  States  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  civil  wars  or  revolutions  which  everlast- 
ingly affect  this  State  of  Panama,  so  long  as  the  transit  from  one  to  the  other  sea  be  not 
inierrupted  ;  neither  has  it  anything  to  do  in  the  way  of  interfering  between  parties  belongs 
ing  to  auy  of  the  States  which  collectively  constitute  the  republic  of  New  Granada,  or  what 
is  now  called  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  so  long  as  neither  party  interrupt  the  Panama 
railroad,  its  passengers,  ^tc,  &c. 

Further,  I  apprehend  that  neither  party  will  disturb  the  transit,  though  both  make  tliat 
the  cry  to  the  opposite  party  which  may  be  out  of  power. 

I  presume  it  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  our  government  whether  Mr.  Jll  Coluoje  or 
Calanche  represents  .the  sovereign  State  of  Panama,  so  long*as  our  rights  and  privi^cs 
under  the  treaty  be  not  disturbed ;  and  I  trust  the  State  Department  will  clearly  de&s 
those  rights,  and  not  leave  it  to  the  various  fonctionaries  of  our  government,  civil  and  naval, 
to  predicate  action  upon  that  which  the  government  at  home  might  consider  an  enroneoiis 
construction  of  our  treaty,  as  well  as  our  obligations  under  it 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT. 

ComnunuUr,  Acting  Com$id* 

Hon.  A.  A.  Burton, 

Minister  Reaident,  4^.,  8fe,,  Bogota, 


Mr.  Pearson  to  Mr.  Burton, 

United  States  Flag^ship  Lakca«ter, 

Panama  Bay,  September  26,  186S. 
Sir:  I  am  honored  bv  your  communication, No.  2,  of  August  31,  1865,  stating  that  dw 
President  of  Colombia  nad  advised  you  that  a  body  of  armed  men  whom  be  characterised 
as  bandits,  had  recently  sailed  froip  the  port  of  Buenaventura,  in  the  State  of  Cauca,  for  the 
purpose  of  invading  and  making  war  against  the  State  of  Panama,  and  expressed  his  hope 
.that  the  United  States  would  fulfil  what  he  considered  their  duty,  by  preventing  this,  oranj 
other  hostile  party  or  individuals  from  landing  within  that  State. 

Article  35  of  the  existing  treaty  between  New  Granada,  now  the  United  States  of  Colombia, 
and  the  United  States,  guarantees  to  the  former  perfect  neutrality  of  the  isthmus,  with  the 
view  that  the  free  transit  from  one  sea  to  the  other  may  not  be  interrupted  or  embarrassed,  &e. 

I  This,  in  my  opinion,  contains  the  whole  gist  of  the  requisements  of  the  United  Siates,|gt 
o  the  State  of  Panama,  but  to  the  United  States  of  Colombia.  Consequently,  should  ue 
iree  transit  from  one  sea  to  the  other  b^endaug^red,  then,  and  then  only,  is  the  commander 
of  the  United  States  naval  forces  in  the  bay  of  Panama  to  land  an  armed  force  to  carry  onti 
in  good  faith,  the  terms  of  the  treaty  as  expressed  in  article  35  of  said  treaty. 

Should  an  armed  force  from  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States  or  Colombia  land  at 
either  end  of  said  transit,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  running  of  the  railroad,  or  should  any 
force  whatever  assail  said  road,  or  the  transit  of  passengers  thereon,  then  the  United  States 
naval  forces  here  would  prevent  any  such  molestation  to  the  utmost  extent  of  its  power,  and 
would  support  and  sustain  the  authorities  of  Panama  in  the  free  transit  of  passengers  fmrn 
one  sea  to  the  other. 

The  force  under  my  command  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  insignificant  force  to  whidi  jon 
refer  as  being  about  to  invade  Panama  from  another  State  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia-' 
a  force  under  the  auspices  of  the  late  president  of  Panama,  Calancha,  and  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  restoring  him  to  the  place  from  which  he  was  summarily  deposed,  unless  the  saidraiee 
interrupt  the  free  transit  of  the  railroad  from  one  sea  to  the  other ;  nor  has  the  force  under 
my  command  any  authority  to  prevent  the  passage  firom  one  place  to  another  of  a  Perariaa 
vessel,  with  or  without  passengers,  while  Peru  is  at  peace  with  the  United  States,  unless  the 
said  passengers  land  and  molest  the  railroad,  when,  of  course,  I  shall  attack  them  at  onee. 
But,  sir,  none  of  these  people  have  any  designs  upon  the  railroad. 
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Wboerer  may  be  placed  in  power  at  Panama  will  be  bat  too  happ^  to  facilitate  the  free 
transit  of  the  railroad,  as  its  passengers  and  its  freight  afford  a  convenient  and  lucrative  com* 
merce  to  its  citisens. 

It  is  onlj  a  mob  of  outcasts  who  maj  be  expected  to  assail  the  Panama  railroad,  and  for 
this  the  United  States  naval  force  here  is  always  prepared,  as  a  vessel  of  war  is  always  sta- 
tioned here  for  that  purpose. 

I  look  upon  the  word  **  view  "  in  the  35th  article  of  the  treaty  as  the  key  to  the  whole  arti- 
cle, *•  with  a  view  that  the  free  transit  from  one  sea  to  the  other  may  not  be  interrupted." 

These  comprehensive  words  are  explicit,  and  in  my  opinion  convey  to  everv  officer  of  the 
United  States  government  at  Panama  precisely  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  him. 

As  to  the  state  quarrels  as  to  who  shall  be  president,  they  are  but  the  local  pretensions  for 
office  and  emoluments,  and  are  not  at  all  likely  to  interfere  with  the  neutrality  of  the  isthmus. 

Aa  to  the  forced  loan,  should  the  government  here  be  overthrown,  I  shall  of  course  protect 
any  American  who  refuses  to  pay  it,  until  the  said  government  has  been  confirmed  oy  the 
general  government. 

We  have  always  one  ship  of  war  here,  but  she  is  never  to  send  her  men  beyond  the  line  of 
the  railroad  while  I  am  here,  and,  in  my  absence,  the  senior  naval  commander  will  comply 
with  my  orders,  to  see  that  the  railroad  is  protected,  and  will  also  give  protection  to  all 
American  citizens  and  property  in  Panama. 

As  we  differ  materially  in  our  construction  of  the  35th  article  of  the  treaty,  I  shall  forth- 
with forward  a  copy  of  your  official  letter,  with  a  copy  of  this  response,  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, in  order  to  be  informed  if  I  am  wrong  in  the  matter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  F.  PEARSON, 
Admiral,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron, 

Hon.  A.  A.  Burton, 

MinioUr  Resident  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  United  Stales  of  Colombia* 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr,  McDearmid% 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  October  29,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  be  informed  by  your  communication,  dated  August  13,  1865,  of 
yoor  arrival  at  Aspinwall>  in  command  of  the  United  States  steamer  James  Adger,  in  relief 
of  Commander  G^rge  Henry  Preble,  lately  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  State  of 
Qeorgia,  at  that  port,  and  of  your  readiness  to  lend  your  co-operation  in  the  protection  of 
American  interests  on  the  isthmus.     - 

Thanking  you  for  your  timely  information  and  offering  my  best  co-operation  in  the  datiea 
with  which  you  are  commissioned.  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Jobs  McDiarmid, 

Acting  Volunteer  Commander, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Steamer  James  Adger,  AspintoalL 


Mr,  Burton  to  Messrs.  Davenport  and  Pearson% 

Private^]  BoooTA,  October  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  official  communication  and 
Mteemed  private  note  of  September  26  last.  As  the  matter  treated  of  has  doubtless  already 
re€«ived  the  attention  of  our  government,  no  official  expression  on  my  part  is  necessary. 

When  I  wrotO)  I  supposed  you  had  full  instructions.  I  deemed  it  prudent,  however,  to 
simply  state  for  your  information  the  demands  of  this  government  under  our  treaty. 

My  concurrence  with  the  President  of  Colombia  was  based  on  the  proposed  action  of  our 
government  in  IQQ^  under  analogous  circumstances,  without  reference  to  any  private  opinion 
of  my  own. 

I  beg  to  add  that  I  regard  the  course  pursued  by  acting  Rear- Admiral  Pearson  and  your- 
aelf  At  Doth  judicious  and  fortunate. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


H.  K.  Davenport,  Esq., 

Untied  States  Consul,  Panama. 
Aetittg  Rear-Admiral  Q.  F.  Pbarson,  fr«.,  Sf€^  Pamamd. 


ALLAN  A,  BURTON. 
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Mr,  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  207.]  Lbqation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  December  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  It  may  not  be  nninteresting  to  the  department  to  know  that  a  spedal 
minister,  Sefior  Matta,  from  Chili,  arrived  in  this  capital  a  month  ago,  and  h» 
departed  for  Venezuela.  The  object  of  the  mission  was  to  enlist  the  sympathies 
of  Colombia  on  the  side  of  Chili  in  her  present  contest  with  Spain.  This  gov- 
ernment has  been  reticent  on  the  subject,  and  has  given  no  public  expressioa 
of  its  sentiments. 

The  liberals  here  have  declared  warmly  for  Chili,  as  will  be  seen  by  ^ 
speeches  at  the  banquet  given  the  minister  on  the  day  before  his  departure. 
The  conservatives  are  supposed  to  sympathize  wil^  Spain.  Neither  have  aaj- 
thiog  more  than  words  to  offer. 

Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  I  think  it  prudent  to  forego  the  pleasure 
of  entertaining  Sefior  Matta  officiallv,a8  is  my  habit  on  the  arrival  of  a  new  min- 
ister.   In  this  I  had  the  example  of  the  President  and  my  colleagues. 

The  mission  from  Venezuda,  which  arrived  here  two  months  ago,  is  still 
treating  with  this  government  about  some  questions  of  long  standing  between 
the  two  nations,  the  principal  being  one  of  boundary.  I  think  it  probable  that 
no  understanding  will  be  come  to,  and  that  the  mission  will  retire  soon.  It 
seems  very  difficult  for  two  Spanish  American  states  to  adjust  any  qBestion  of 
difference. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Srward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Button  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  211.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  January  2,  1866 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  instruetion  the  annexed  papen 
relating  to  the  killing  of  George  Holmes,  said  to  have  been  a  Biitish  subject, 
by  a  sentinel  of  the  United  States  steamer  James  Adger,  at  Aspinwali,  on 
November  10,  1865. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  legation  here  manifests  considerable  feeBng  on  account 
of  the  occurrence,  as  does  also  the  Colombian  government. 

I  have  not  yet  been  fnmished  with  the  particulars  of  the  affair  except  ^e 
account  communicated  by  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  which  may  be  partial 
The  United  States  consul  at  Aspinwali  having  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  prin- 
cipal papers,  enclosed  with  the  note  of  the  foreign  secretary,  I  attach  the  latter 
copy. 

The  consul  has  doubtless  sent  a  translation  of  his  correspondence  with  the 
authorities  of  Panama,  which  I  am  compelled  to  omit  for  want  of  time. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BUETON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward^ 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 

Mr.  Riu  to  Mr.  Bmrfn^ 

Consulate  of  the  Umtted  States  of  America  at  ksmn^nvL, 

JV9re]iifter24,  laGS. 
Hot:  I  enclose  correspondence  in  regard  to  the  late  event,  wbkh  explains  itself. 
I  will  remark  that  a  great  deal  of  oppositi<«  is  manifestea  here  by  the  authorities,  to  tbe 
transit  of  troops  without  asking  each  time  special  permissien,  which  question  I  had  lesMatt 
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beKeve  was  definitelj  settled  by  a  decree  of  the  Colombian  minister  of  foreign  relations  fnr- 
nuhed  me  by  General  Sickles. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  right  to  cross  the  isthmus  infers  the  right  of  the  officers  to  protect 
their  commands  and  to  secure  them  froin  desertion  while  crossing. 

Yoa  are  aware  that  the  Colombian  govemraent,  notwithstanding,  often  asseverated  claim 
that  it  is  "always  ready  and  able  to  protect  the  transit/*  and  the  transit  of  troops  is  frequcDtly 
obliged  to  call  for  assistance  of  onr  naval  forces  to  protect  itself  during  times  of  slight  dis- 
tturrances  on  the  isthmus,  and  that  both  national  and  Panama  State  governments  have 
Utely  ureed  our  assistance  most  strenuously  when  their  authority  was  disputed  by  less  than 
two  himared  men. 

I  mention  this  to  show  that  we  have  to  rely  mainly  upon  our  naval  forces  for  our  own 
protection. 

My  main  objection  to  advise  the  commander  of  the  James  Adger  to  deliver  up  the  marine 
was  that  he  acted  under  orders,  and  could  not  be  justly  tried  by  a  court-martial  of  his  own 
ihip. 

I  am,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  RICE. 

Hon.  A.  A.  Burton, 

Unked  States  Minister,  BmgUa, 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr,  Rice, 

No.  16.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  December  20,  1865. 
Sk:  Tour  two  notes  of  November  24,  1865,  relating  to  the  killing  of  a  nec^o  on  the  wharf 
St  Aspinwall  by  a  sentinel  of  the  United  States  steamer  James  Adger,  on  the  10th  ultimo, 
was  received  to-day.    I  will  thank  you  to  inquire  into  and  inform  me  as  fuUy  as  practicable 
of  the  facts  connected  with  the  occurrence. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
F.  W.  Rice,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Aspinwall. 


SeHor  Santiago  to  Mr.  Burton. 
TTranslation.] 

United  States  op  Colombia,  Oppicb  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Bogota,  Dece7nber22, 1865. 

The  annexed  documents  will  inform  his  honor  of  the  unfortunate  occurrence  in  Panama 
on  the  10th  of  November  last,  being  the  cauesless  killing  of  a  British  subject  by  a  soldier  or 
mariner  belonging  to  the  United  States  steamer  James  Adger. 

The  undersigned  calls  the  attention  of  his  honor  to  the  various  circumstances  which  g^ve 
to  this  act  a  d^cate  character,  and  which,  without  doubt,  will  induce  the  immediate  and 
decided  intervention  of  the  honorable  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the 
guil^  to  be  delivered  to  the  local  authorities  for  due  trial;  and  that  he  will  disapprove  the 
conduct  of  the  North  American  agents,  who  have  prevented  the  justice  of  the  place  from 
satisfying  the  demands  of  morals  and  the  offended  law  on  the  author  of  the  death  of  Holmes. 

The  undersigned  does  not  believe  that  his  honor  can  interpose  any  objection  to  the  obvious 
principles  adduced  by  the  authorities  of  Panama  against  the  false  theory  adopted  by  the 
commander  of  said  steamer,  and  by  Consul  Rice,  in  order  to  withdraw  from  the  territorial 
jorisdiciioQ  him  who  has  committed  a  crime  without  his  vessel,  in  the  exercise  of  functions 
arbitrarily  committed  to  him,  against  an  honorable  and  innocent  individual;  and  in  abuse  ot 
hospitality  and  privileges  extended. 

On  the  contrary,  the  undersigned  is  persuaded  that  the  crime  of  the  10th  of  November 
will  have  excited  the  noble  personal  sensibility  and  patriotic  delicacy  of  his  honor,  and  that 
the  unjustifiable  conduct  of  those  who  have  thwarted  or  mocked  the  action  of  the  legitimate 
luithorities  cannot  but  be  rigorously  characterized  and  prepared  for  a  complete  condemna- 
tion on  the  part  of  his  honor. 

The  undersigned  therefore  abstains  from  aU  reflections  which  will  occur  to  his  honor,  in 
:>rder  to  pay  due  respect,  in  the  name  of  his  government,  to  the  riehts  of  Colombia,  whose 
tovereign^  is  annea  with  exclusive  power  to  try  and  punish  crinoes  committed  within  her 
«rritoiy,  and  to  satisfy,  as  is  her  duty,  the  demands  of  prompt  and  full  justice,  made  in  the 
ume  of  the  government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty. 

Knowing,  as  his  honor  knows,  the  solicitude  with  which  the  gpovemment  of  the  under- 
tigned  has,  in  not  omitting  any  effort  or  lawful  sacrifice  to  give  to  the  interoceanic  way  the 
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greatest  possible  security,  even  to  denying  itself  all  purposes  of  gain  on  the  istlmnis  aad 
satisfying  every  liability  for  disorders  occurring  there,  his  honor  wiU  improve  the  preseiU 
solemn  opportnnity  of  giving  and  renewing  to  the  agents  of  his  government  in  that  part  of 
the  Colomoian  territory,  and  for  the  information  and  obedience  of  oommandevs  of  vcGseli 
going  there,  the  necessary  instrnctions,  to  secure  deference  and  respect  to  the  hws  snd 
national  authorities  which  are  there,  to  secure  to  them,  above  all,  the  gratuitous  and  pacific 
benefit  of  that  natural  privileged  place,  and  from  which  they  and  all  the  world  receive  only 
the  advantages  of  communication  and  commerce. 

The  undersigned  improves  the  opportunity  of  presenting  anew  to  his  honor  the  assoraaee 
of  his  high  consideration. 

SANTIAGO  PEREZ. 


Sefiar  Cfspedes  to  Mr.  Rice* 
[Translation.] 

UNITED  STATES    OF  COLOMBIA— SOVEREIGN  STATE  OF  PANAMA-— PREFECTURE  OF  THE 
DEPARTMENT— NUMBER  406. 

ASPINWALL,  November  11,  1865. 
The  alcalde  of  this  district,  now  busy  with  the  investigation  of  the  occurrences  of  last  ni^ht, 
that  is,  the  murder  of  a  Jamaican  by  a  shot  from  a  gun  in  the  hands  of  a  soldier  beloneis; 
to  the  United  States  war  steamer  James  Adger,  informs  me  officially  that  he  needs  the  soldier 
at  his  office  to  explain  ihe  facts  of  the  case  above  mentioned. 

I  make  this  known  to  you  that  you  may  request  the  captunof  the  said  soldier  to  send  him 
to  the  alcalde*s  office  to  give  his  deposition. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  call  your  attention  to  the  nature  of  the  offence  committed  on 
Colombian  territory,  to  induce  you  to  use  your  efforts  for  the  satisfaction  of  public  justice. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSfi  A.  CESPEDES. 
The  Consul  of  the  UnUed  States  of  North  America. 

A  true  copy : 

ITURBALDE,  S6cretary  of  StMte, 
A  true  copy : 

EUSTO.  DE  LA  TOKREM, 
Chief  Official  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  RtUiioat. 


Mr,  Rice  to  Seitor  Cespedee. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

AspinwaU,  November  12,  19G^ 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  requesting  me  to  send  a  marine  of  tbe 
United  States  navy,  who  is  said  to  have  killed  a  man  of  color  while  said  marine  was  doiof 
his  duty  as  sentry  on  the  United  States  steamer  James  Adger,  to  the  office  of  the  alcalde. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  say  that  the  man  is  at  the  alcalde^s  disposal  whenever  he  needs  him,  on 
the  condition  that  you  will  send  him  back  to  the  vessel  as  soon  as  he  is  examined. 
With  respect,  yours, 

F.  W.  BICE. 
The  Prefect  of  the  Department  of  Colon, 

Correctly  translated  by  the  public  interpreter,  John  Barsallo. 

A  true  copy : 

rrUERALDE,  Secretary  of  State. 


Senior  Cespedee  to  Mr,  Riee. 
[Translation.] 

UNITED   STATES  OF   COLOMBIA— SOVEREIGN  STATE   OF  PANAMA— PREFECTURE  OF  TBI 
DEPARTMENT—NUMBER  406. 

ASPINWALL,  November  12,  1865. 
Your  official  note  of  this  date  has  been  received  in  this  office,  and  the  undersigned  is  en- 
prised  at  its  contents.     By  our  laws,  and  I  believe  by  the  laws  everywhere,  those  who 
commit  any  offence,  wilful  or  involuntary,  are  considered  as  g^ty  of  a  crime,  and  cannot  be 
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witeesses  at  their  own  trial ;  therefore  the  anderslg^ned  cannot  give  the  consnl  the  ^larantee 
requested.  The  nndersifi^ued  informs  the  consul  that  the  crime  committed  is  a  common  one, 
aoa  one  of  the  most  grieyoos  known,  committed  oatside  the  jarisdiction  of  the  United  States 
gOTemment,  which  is  confined  to  occorences  on  board  their  vessels  of  war,  aud  does  not 
extend  to  foreign  territory. 

So  the  criminal  must  be  tried  bj  the  laws  of  this  country,  where  the  crime  was  committed, 
and  therefore  the  undersigned  hopes  the  consul  will  claim  the  criminal  from  the  captain  of 
the  James  Adger,  to  be  delirered  up  to  the  competent  judge  for  trial. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

JOSfi  A.  CESPEDES. 

The  Consul  of  the  United  StaUs  of  North  America, 

A  true  copy :  ANDRES  F.  BRID, 

Secretary  of  the  Frrfeet, 
ITURRALDB,  Secretary  of  State. 

A  true  copy  i  EUST.  DE  LA  T0RREN8, 

Chuf  Official  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relatione. 


Mr.  Rice  to  Sefior  Cespedes. 

Consulate  of  the  UNrrED  States  op  America, 

Aepinwall,  November  13,  1865. 

Sot :  I  have  received  vour  second  note,  dated  yesterday,  in  reference  to  the  recent  unfortu- 
nate accident,  to  which  you  allude  in  your  first  note.  Ton  say  you  need  the  seaman's 
preseoee  **  to  take  his  deposition  before  the  alcalde."  On  hastily  reading  your  first  note,  I 
aid  not  understand  you  as  wishing  to  present  the  seaman  to  the  alcalde  as  a  criminal,  nor 
am  I  certain  of  it  now  that  I  have  read  the  note  more  carefully.  But  I  was  mistaken  in  your 
meaning,  as  your  note  of  yesterday  shows.  I  will  now  present  your  petition  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  James  Adger,  but  I  cannot  advise  him  to  give  the  sailor  up  as  a  criminal. 
He  was  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  when  the  accident  nanpeued,  and  was  acting  under 
orders  from  his  superior  ofiicers.  The  vessel  was  coaling  at  tne  wharf,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
special  pnvileges  granted  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  this  isthmus  the  local 
autfaoritiee  have  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  and  discipline  of  our  vessels  of  war,  while 
at  the  wharf  or  at  their  anchorage.  I  repeat,  if  the  prefect  wishes  to  investigate  the  affair, 
to  report  the  facts  to  his  government,  the  commander  of  the  James  Adger  has  not  the  least 
objection  to  furnish  the  information  required,  by  interrogation  on  oath  of  any  of  his  crew 
who  were  witnesses  of  the  occurrence  mentioned  in  your  note. 
Respectfully,  yours,  Ac. 

F.  W.  RICE.    -. 

The  Prefect  of  the  Department  of  Colon. 

Correctly  transUted  by  Juan  Barsallo,  public  interpreter. 

A  true  copy : 

ITURRALDE,  Secretary  of  StaU. 
A  true  copy : 

E.  DE  LA  TORRENS. 


Seflor  Ceepedes  to  Mr.  Rice* 
[Translation.] 

united   states   op   COLOMBIA—SOYERBIGN   state  op  PANAMA— prefecture   OP  THE 
department-  NUBfBER  407. 

ASPINWALL,  November  13,  1865. 

The  prefect  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  official  note  of  this  date.  In  his  first  note  to 
you  about  the  act  of  the  soldier  on  the  James  Adger  he  said,  **  the  person  was  wanted  to 
give  his  deposition,'*  and  that  is  a  preliminary  examination  that  every  judge  has  a  right  to 
make  of  the  acts  of  the  accused,  but  not  on  oath,  for  his  instruction. 

The  prefect  knows  that  the  consul  is  perfectly  aware  of  the  correctness  of  the  process,  for 
it  is  customary  among  all  nations,  and  hence  his  surprise  at  the  note  yesterday,  and  the  reply, 
"  that  by  our  laws,  and  I  believe  bv  those  everywhere,  those  who  commit  any  offeflce,  wilful  or 
involuntary,  are  considered  as  guilty  of  a  crime,  and  cannot  be  witnesses  at  their  own  trial; 
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ftnd  therefore  the  anderoii^ed  cannot  give  ihe  consnl  the  ffuarantee  requested."  The  mfed 
nnderstands  that  though  jon  will  demand  the  accased  n-om  the  commander  of  the  J&oteg 
Adger,  yon  will  now  aoVise  him  to  he  given  up  as  a  oriminaL  Tour  attempt  to  juatify  u 
act  that  resulted  in  the  death  of  a  man  is  so  futile  it  needs  no  notice ;  yet  you  will  a^p^ee  thst 
the  sentry  had  no  order  to  fire  on  the  Jamaican ;  for,  in  the  dischargee  of  his  dutj,  be  is  com- 
manded to  kill  nobody,  but  simply  to  gaard  the  vessel  at  the  landing. 

The  event  will  be  made  known  to  the  prefikient  of  the  State  to-day,  that  he  may  giie 
instructions  about  the  unpleasant  affair. 
I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSfi  A.  CESPEDE8. 

The  Consul  tftke  United  Suau  of  An 


A  true  copy : 

ANDREW  T.  BRID.  SeenUrf. 
Iturralde^  Secretmry  of  State, 

E.  DE  LA  TORRENS, 

Chief  Official  in  the  DefartmtnJt  of  the  Inieripr  and  Foreign  Relation$» 


Mr,  Hender$an  to  S^or  Perez, 

British  Consulate, 

Panama^  December  15,  1865. 

Sot :  I  have  received  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Taylor,  British  vice-consul  at  AspinwaU,  in- 
forming me  that  Geor^  Holmes,  a  British  subject,  was  killed  by  a  gun-shot,  in  that  place, 
on  the  night  of  the  10  mstant.  From  information  given  to  Mr.  Taylor,  he  learns  that,  aboat 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  night  mentioned.  Holmes  went  under  one  of  the  sheds  to  rest  himM^ 
when  a  sentinel  belonging  to  the  ship  James  Adger,  of  the  United  States,  who  had  been 
stationed  on  the  wharf— I  cannot  say  for  what  purpose  or  by  what  authoritv — carae  up  toluB 
and  asked  him  for  tobacco  and  money.  Holmes  refusing,  the  sentinel  ordered  him  to  leav» 
the  wharf,  and  as  he  did  not  obey,  shot  him  dead  instantly.  It  may  be  well  to  add  thatGeoigt 
Holmes  was  a  respectable  man,  well  acquainted  with  military  discipline,  as  be  served  twehv 
years  in  the  Britisn  army,  whence  he  was  discharged  in  1B60,  with  a  certificate  of  good  ctm- 
duct,  a  medal  of  honor,  and  a  pension.  It  is  also  well  known  Uiat  the  covered  wharf  where  he 
met  his  death  is  a  place  where  laborers  of  Aspinwall  often  sleep,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
learn  that  any  notice  was  ^ven  on  that  night  that  the  wharf  was  occupied  by  a  foreign  mill- 
tary  force,  authorized  to  eject  persons  that  were  in  the  habit  of  coming  there  at  mg&  to  rest 
firom  their  lalxHB. 

I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  this  is  a  case  that  requires  immediate  and  carefbl 
examination  by  the  courts  of  the  country ;  and  I  respectfully  request  you  to  enable  me  lo 
inform  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  steps  that  have  been  taken  for  a  vigorous  and  formal 
trial,  and  punishment  of  the  accused,  if  he  be  found  g^uilty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remiun,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HENDERSON. 

A  correct  translation  by  the  public  interpreter,  Manuel  De  J.  Bermudea. 

A  true  copy : 

rrURRALDE,  Secretary  of  State. 

£.  de  la  Torrens, 

Chief  of  the  Department  of  the  hUerior  and  Foreign  Affairs, 


Se9U)r  JU  Colnnje  to  Mr,  Rice, 
[Translation.] 

UNITED  states  OP    COLOMBIA — SOVEREIGN   STATE   OP  P AN ABfA— EXECUTIVE  FOWKR— 
PRiilSIDENCY  OF  THE  STATE— NUMBER  66. 

Panama,  November  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  examined  your  correspondence  with  the  prefect  of  Aspinwall,  about  the  video! 
death  of  George  Holmes,  a  British  subject,  by  the  hands^f  a  soldier  or  seaman  on  ite  James 
Adger,  of  the  United  States  navjr. 

Tne  soldier  or  marine  was  actmg  as  sentinel  on  one  of  ihe  covered  wharves  in  the  port  of 
Aspinwall ;  the  prefect  claimed  him  from  you,  that  he  might  give  preliminary  evidence,  aad 
you  replied,  "  that  the  man  was  at  the  disposal  of  the  alcal(&  whenever  he  needed  him,€C 
the  condition  of  returning  him  to  the  vessel  as  soon  as  he  is  examined."  The  prefect  ex- 
pressed surprise  at  your  answer,  containing  these  words ;  "  I  will  now  present  your  peutioD 
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to  ibe  oommander  of  the  Jamet  Adger,  bat  I  cannot  adrise  him  to  ^ye  the  sailor  up  as  a 
crirainal.  He  was  in  the  diieharffe  of  bis  duty  when  the  accident  happened^  and  was  actinia 
under  orders  from  bis  superior  officers.  Ttie  vessel  was  coaling  at  tne  wharf,  and  by  yirtne 
of  the  especial  privileges  granted  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  this  isthmus,  the 
local  authorities  have  no  right  to  interfin^  in  the  alEurs  and  discipline  of  our  vessels  of  war, 
while  at  the  wharf  or  at  their  anchorage.'* 

Allow  me  to  say,  Mr.  Consul,  in  all  frankness,  that  your  language  just  quoted  is  neither 
acceptable  to  the  national  government,  nor  to  the  local  government,  of  which  I  am  chief.  In 
the  nrst  place,  the  prefect  did  not  b^  you  to  deliver  up  the  man,  but  commanded  it,  by 
the  sovereign  right  that  every  nation  exercises  over  its  own  territory — a  right  which  the 
United  States  of  Colombia  have  not  abdicated  to  any  other  nation. 

In  the  second  place,  your  duty  was,  not  to  advise  the  commander  of  the  James  Adger  not 
to  give  up  the  culprit,  but  to  let  him  know  it  was  his  duty  to  give  him  up,  to  be  tried  by  the 
Colombian  authonties  as  the  murderer  of  George  Holmes.  In  the  third  place,  although  the 
Jamee  Adger  was  coaling  at  the  wharf,  as  you  sav,  the  seaman  was  not  authorized  by  the 
public  authorities  to  stand  as  sentinel  on  the  wharf,  and  even  if  he  had,  the  crime  committed 
was  in  violation  of  Colombian  laws,  as  vessels  of  war  have  no  jurisdiction  on  shore,  and  the 
country's  jurisdiction  extends  three  leagues  at  sea. 

Your  nation  does  not  enjoy  the  special  privileg^es  you  invoke.  The  United  States  have 
relinouished  none  of  their  sovereignty  to  your  nation,  or  to  anv  other.  As  proof  of  what  I 
sa^,  I  enclose  ypu  a  copy  of  the  trea^  of  1846,  which  was  sent  oy  our  secretary  of  fordgn  re- 
lations to  Mr.  Burton,  your  minister,  on  the  16th  of  October  last,  though  I  presume  you  are 
already  acquainted  with  it. 

Now,  I  deem  it  my  dutv  to  claim,  as  I  now  do,  the  murderer  of  George  Holmes,  to  be  tried 
according  to  law ;  and  I  desire  an  immediate  reply,  so  that  I  may  inform  my  government  of 
all  that  has  occurred  in  this  case. 

With  great  consideration,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

jm  COLUNJE. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Rice, 

United  States  Vtee-ConnU  at  AtpimwtUL 

A  true  copy : 

rrURRALDK 

£.  OE  LA  TORRENS, 

Chief  Ofidai  in  the  Department  of  the  hUerior  and  Foreign  Affaire^ 


Seflor  Cespedes  to  8^or  Perez, 

3VEREI6N    STAT 
TMENT— NUMBE 

[Translation.} 


CXITCO     STATES    OP    COLOMBIA—SOVEREIGN    STATE    OF    PANAMA— PREFECT   OF   THB 
DEPARTMENT— NUMBER  111. 


AsPlNWALL,  November  14,  1865. 
Mr.  Secretary  of  State  :  Enclosed  you  will  find  certified  copies  of  the  notes  that  passed 
between  the  American  consuls  at  this  port  and  the  undersigned,  all  referring  to  the  murder 
of  a  Jamaican  bv  a  soldier  of  the  steamer  James  Adger,  on  the  night  of  the  10th  instant* 
You  will  see  by  them  that  the  consul  refused  to  deliver  the  criminal  to  the  authorities  here, 
in  violation  of  our  laws. 

Primary  examination  shows  the  facts  of  the  case,  that  the  accused  is  guilty,  and  the 
undersigned  will  send  a  copy  of  the  minutes  if  you  desire  it. 

The  British  consul  at  this  port  has  written  the  facts  to  his  colleague  in  Panama,  I  have 
been  told,  and  they  are  already  condemned  in  public  opinion. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOS£  A.  CESPEDES. 
A  true  copy : 

rrUBBALDE,  Semtofy  qf  8taU. 

£.  DK  LA  TORRENS, 

Chief  Official  in  the  Department 

of  the  Interior  ana  Foreign  Reiations. 


Mr,  O'Leary  to  SeSior  Perez, 

Bogota,  December  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  By  the  mail  which  reached  this  capital  yesterday,  with  sentiments  of  horror  and 
indignation,  which  I  am  sure  will  be  sharea  by  every  Colombian,  I  hear  of  the  assassination 
of  a  respectable  British  subject,  named  George  Holmes^  in  Aspinwall.    From  the  account 
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of  ber  Maje6ty*8  oonsnl  in  Panama,  it  seems  that  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  on  Uie  lOd 
of  November  last,  Holmes  went  ander  one  of  the  covered  wharves  at  AspinwaU  to  slee^ 
when  a  sentinel  belon^ng  to  the  Americ-an  s^n  steamer  James  Adger,  who  had  beexipostai 
there  without  authority,  came  up  to  him  and  asked  him  for  tobacco  and  money.  HolmM 
refusing,  the  sentry  ordered  him  to  leave  the  wharf;  and  as  he  did  not  obey,  shot  him  dead 
upon  the  spot. 

According  to  report,  Holmes  was  a  man  of  good  character,  well  acquainted  with  military 
regfulations,  as  he  served  twelve  years  in  the  British  armv,  whence  he  was  honorably  &h 
charged  in  1860,  with  a  certificate  of  good  conduct,  a  medal  and  a  pension.  It  is  also  veil 
known  that  the  covered  wharf  where  he  was  killed  is  a  place  in  which  laborers  often  sleep : 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  that  any  notice  was  given  on  that  night  that  the  wkirf 
was  occupied  by  a  foreign  military  force  authorized  to  eject  persons  that  were  in  the  habit  of 
coming  there  at  night  to  rest  from  their  labors. 

The  authorities  of  AspinwaU  having  examined  the  case  and  obtained  sufficient  evideiKd 
of  guDt  to  authorize  a  criminal  prosecution,  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  accused  ;  bat, » 
you  know,  their  laudable  efforts  for  justice  have  been  frustrated  by  circumstances  which  tbej 
could  not  control 

As  it  is  the  duty  of  the  national  executive  power  to  see  that  the  laws  of  the  republic  are 
enforced,  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  case  will  he  instantly  attended  to,  with  all  the  energy  it 
demands. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  yon  for  information  of  what- 
ever is  done  in  the  case  oy  the  government* 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

CHARLES  0*LEAEY. 

His  Excellency  Santiack)  Perez, 

Secretary  of  State  of  Colombia  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

A  true  copy : 

E.  DE  LA  TORRENS, 
Chief  Official  in  the  Department  of  the  hUerior  and  Foreign  Rdatimi, 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Perez. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bogota,  December  25, 186S. 
The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  heard  with sineen 
re^et,  by  a  communication  which  his  excellency  Senor  Santiago  Perez,  secretary  of  th«  in- 
terior and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  did  him  the  honor  to  write  hin 
under  date  of  the  22 J  instant,  of  certain  occurrences  at  Aspinwall,  which  resulted  in  ^edeatlt 
of  the  British  subject  George  Holmes,  on  the  10th  of  November  last 

The  undersigned  has  hastened  to  direct  the  appropriate  inquiries  into  the  circumstaaees 
attending  the  unfortunate  event,  and  will  be  ^eved  to  know  that  his  excellency's  coodemaa- 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  the  officer  named  is  justified  by  the  facts ;  and  that  the  affair  may  receive 
the  attention  due  to  its  gravity,  no  time  will  be  lost  in  placing  it  before  the  govemmeot  of 
the  United  States,  and  no  pains  spared  which  may  be  conducive  to  the  ends  of  justice. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  assure  his  excellency  of  his  distiognished 
consideration. 

ALLAN  A,  BURTON. 
His  Excellency  Senor  Santiago  Perez, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  212.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  January  11,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  yonr  directions  the  annexed  papers 
relating  to  the  alleged  misconduct  of  United  States  troops  in  crossing  the  isthmos 
of  Panama  in  Augast  and  November,  1865,  some  accoant  of  which  will  be 
found  in  the  letter  of  Vice-Gonsul  Robinson,  of  Aspinwall,  dated  on  August  31^ 
1865,  attached  to  my  No.  199,  marked  F. 

On  receiving  the  note  A  of  the  foreign  secretary,  I  obtained  an  intervieir  wi^ 
him  and  assured  him  of  the  sincere  regret  with  which  the  government  of  tbe 
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United  States  would  hear  that  just  cause  had  heen  given  by  its  officers  or 
citizens  for  a  modification  of  the  understanding  of  May  15th|  1865,  and  that  I 
felt  sure  the  occurrences  complained  of  in  his  note  would  be  speedily  investigated, 
and  the  demands  of  justice  satisfied ;  that  no  pains  would  be  spared  to  avoid 
any  irregularity  in  future,  and  that  I  could  assert  with  confidence  that  my  gov- 
ernment would  be  as  much  pained  as  his  could  be  to  know  that  its  officers  had 
been  in  the  least  wanting  in  the  respect  due  to  Colombia,  and  which  it  would 
always  be  its  highest  pleasure  to  see  observed. 

That  on  further  inquiry  it  might  turn  out,  as  he  had  intimated  as  possible,  in 
his  note,  that  the  circumstances  were  not  such  as  they  had  been  represented, 
and  that  I  regretted  the  prompt  action  his  government  had  Jdi  called  upon  to 
take,  all  the  more  as  the  government  of  the  United  States  might  in  due  time 
adopt  measures  which  would  render  that  action  unnecessary.  He  replied  that 
the  conduct  of  the  United  States  officers  on  the  isthmus  of  late  had  somewhat 
irritated  the  authorities  of  Panama,  and  that  the  proposed  modification  was  by 
no  means  inspired  by  jealousy,  or  a  captious  spirit- 

That  the  only  object  was  to  prevent  possible  collisions,  as  he  hoped  I  well 
knew  that  Colombia  desired  to  comply  tully  with  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  1846  ; 
indeed,  that  his  government  was  disposed  to  grant  us  all  the  favors  reasonably  to 
be  desired.  That  the  orders  to  the  President  of  Panama,  of  May  15, 1865,  would, 
for  the  present,  remain  unchanged,  while  a  more  thorough  inquiry  into  the  facts 
could  be  made,  and  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  coula,  in  the  mean 
time,  have  an  opportunity  to  look  to  these  matters.  I  thanked  him  for  this 
kindly  expression,  and  assured  him  that  it  would  be  properly  appreciated  by  my 
government,  which  desired  nothing  from  Colombia  that  it  was  not  in  strict  jus- 
tice entitled  to;  reminding  him,  however,  that  I  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  giving  any  opinion  on  the  charges  made  against  the  United  States  officers^  but 
reserved  that  until  the  whole  fact  should  be  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  2>.  C 


Mr.  Perez  to  Mr.  BwrUm, 
[Translation.] 

Unfted  States  of  Colombia,  Department  of  the 

Interior  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Bogoia,  January  4,  186G. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  article  35  of  the  treatj  between  New  Granada  (now  United 
States  of  Colombia)  and  the  United  States  of  North  America,  the  «>vemment  oi  this  repub- 
lic has  permitted  the  transit  of  North  American  troops  through  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  in 
the  sense  of  the  instructions  dictated  in  the  department  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of 
Colombia,  on  the  13th  of  May  last,  of  which  the  honorable  minister  resident  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America  had  acknowledged  by  an  authorized  copy  of  such  document  that 
was  opportunely  sent  to  him. 

But  this  transit  and  the  guarantee,  by  wa^  of  compensation,  which  has  been  offered  to  the 
Colombian  government  have  been  a  source  of  difficulties  by  which,  unfortunately,  the  dignitr 
of  the  republic  has  been  compromised,  and  consequently  the  good  relations  of  fnendship  which 
it  now  happily  preserves  with  the  American  Union. 

Of  this,  new  testimony  is  given  b^  the  documents  that  the  undersigned  has  had  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  his  honor  with  his  note  dated  the  16th  of  October  of  last  year,  that  bear 
relation  to  the  acts  of  Rear- Admiral  Pearson  in  the  port  of  Panama. 

The  mail  recently  arrived  from  the  Atlantic  coast  brought  important  data  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, which  the  undersigned  considers  worthy  of  the  serious  attention  of  the  American  govern* 
ment,  and  of  its  minister  resident  in  this  capital. 

As  the  &ct8  to  which  he  will  make  reference  are  not  sufficiently  detailed,  perhaps  for  want 
of  time,  the  undersigned,  in  having  full  knowledp^e  of  the  circumstances  tnat  accompany 
them,  will  take  the  Uberty  to  again  renew  the  subject  to  the  honorable  minister,  making  on 
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them  radi  observmtioiic  And  demand*  m  mfty  be  jnst,  and  appear  well  founded.  The  aeoom- 
panying  documents  will  infoim  his  honor  of  the  reclamation  presented  by  the  ▼ioe-oonanl  of 
ner  Britannic  Majesty  in  favor  of  the  English  subject  Jos .  Heady  for  $114  60,  which  wen 
violently  taken  from  his  store  bv  the  soldiers  of  the  J  4th  regiment  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  August  last 

In  the  month  of  November  last,  a  rerUnent  or  brigade  of  the  same  troops  cr^Med  ikit 
isUimus  em  rouU  for  California.  Some  soldiers  having  deserted  their  chiefii,  instead  of  amieal- 
ing  to  the  local  authorities  for  the  apprehension  of  the  deserters,  a  picket  of  their  own  forect 
was  designated  for  that  purpose,  which  went  armed  and  in  a  body  reconnoitring  the  stieea 
of  the  capital  of  the  State. 

The  violent  death  of  the  Bdtiah  subject  George  Holmes,  by  an  American  aoldier  or  iwriner, 
ts  also  a  notable  fact. 

From  the  foregoing  relation  of  facts,  which  the  undersigned  must,  with  due  solemnity,  and 
as  soon  as  possible,  call  to  the  enlightened  attention  of  his  honor,  in  recognition  of  the 
respective  grave  demands,  and  from  some  former  notes  of  the  undersigned  his  honor  will  be 
convinced  that  the  passage  of  North  Ameriean  troops,  made  as  it  has  lately  been  done  by  the 
agents  of  the  government  of  his  honor,  may  occasion  bloody  collisions  and  lamentable  abases, 
aside  from  compromising  the  most  sacred  of  all  things,  namely,  the  national  aovereignty, 
which  evidently  is  bonn£  not  only  for  transgression  luready  alluded  to,  but  also  for  acts  of 
jurisdiction  exercised  by  North  Ameriean  military  chie&  in  Colombian  territory ;  that  this 
government  is  bound  to  preservb  the  most  strict  neutrality,  and  whose  soyeraig^nty  is 
guaranteed  to  the  national  ^vtfnment. 

In  order  to  proceed  in  this  important  affiiir  with  due  accord,  once  that  the  interests  ore 
consulted,  the  legitimacy  of  which  his  honor  cannot  less  than  recognize,  the  undersigned  hss 
thought  it  convenient,  with  the  good  designs  of  the  two  governments,  one  toward  the  other, 
io  direct  to  his  honor  the  present  note,  wnich  be  terminates  in  oflEsring  to  Uie  minister  the 
assurance  of  his  profound  consideration. 

SANTIAGO  P£B£Z. 

Senor  Allan  A.  Burtoh, 

MinitUr  RuidmU  tfthe  limited  8UU$ 

of  North  Americm,  8fe.,  4r«.,  8fe. 


Mrs  Ta^  to  the  Pr^eet  of  the  Department  at  AtpimtealL 

British  Vice-Consulate, 
9  Colon,  September  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  Permit  me  to  enclose  to  von  a  copy  of  the  price  list  which  has  been  sent  to  me  bj 
Jos.  Heady,  of  goods  alleged  to  have  been  plundered  from  his  store  in  this  city,  by  a  partjr 
of  the  14th  United  States  regiment,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  August  last. 

As  you  are  already  fully  aware  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and,  as  I  understind, 
vigorously  lent  your  authority  to  suppress  the  lamentable  excesses  of  those  disorderly  soldiers 
on  the  night  in  question,  I  need  not  here  trouble  you  with  the  rehearsal  of  those  drcumstaneet. 

Tou  will  observe  that  the  amount  of  Heady*8  claim  is  |1 14  60,  a  large  sum  to  a  poor  strug- 
gling tradesman ;  but  I  rely  with  confidence  on  your  assurances  that  you  will,  to  the  utmott, 
use  your  influence  to  cause  hi  ml,  and  the  other  parties  similarly  situated,  to  be  paid  the  valoe 
of  the  goods  of  which  they  were  plundered. 

I  am  not  aware  whether  any  claim  has  been  made  bvany  of  those  parties  for  compensatioa 
for  the  (in  some  instances  severe)  personal  injuries  which  they  sustained  from  the  soldieo, 
but  I  venture  to  suggest  that  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  your  consideration. 

With  renewed  assurances  of  high  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  C.  TAYLOR,  BrUish  Viee-Consd. 

The  Prefect  of  the  Department  at  Aspinw^, 

Liet  qf  goodt  belonging  to  Joseph  Heady  plundered  by  the  fourteenth  United  States  rtgimeat^ 
on  the  night  of  the  2i6th  of  August. 

35  bottles  of  ram,  at  50  cents  per  bottle $17  50 

6  botdes  of  gin,  at  50  cento  ner  bottte 3  66 

4  dozen  claret  wine,  at  6  dollars  per  dozen 24  09 

2  dozen  port  wine,  at  $12  dollars  per  dozen S4  00 

4  dozen  pinto  of  ale,  at  25  cento  per  pint IS  00 

1  bottle  of  bUters 100 

3  dozen  boxes  of  sardines,  at  $3  per  dozen 9  00 

2  boxes  of  dgars,  at  $5  per  box 10  00 

Clothing 10  00 

Cash  taJcen  out  of  the  till 3  50 

Bread .--.  60 

Total 114  g 
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[TranBlation.] 

UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOHBU— SOYEREI6N  STATE  OP  PANAMA,   EXECUTlTE   POWER  OF 

THE  STATE— OFFICE  OF  THE   SBCRETAI^Y    OF    STATE,    GOVERNMENT    SECTION, 

NUMBER  291— -SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR  AND  FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

For  tbe  knowledge  of  the  citizen  President  and  for  the  proper  pnrpoee,  hj  order  of  the 
execotire  power  of  the  State,  I  pass  to  yonr  hands  original  copies  of  a  note  directed  by  the 
vice-consnl  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Colon,  to  the  prefect  of  that  department,  on 
the  daim  that  Joseph  Heady  makes  for  the  commercial  effects  which  the  soldiers  of  the 
fbtiTteenth  regiment  of  said  United  States  took  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  Auamst  last, 
A  list  of  those  effBCts,  and  a  copy  of  the  note  of  the  prefect,  with  which  he  passed  them  to 
thif  office. 

These,  and  other  acts  of  like  nature,  are  demonstraiing,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  little  respect 
that  is  had  for  these  countries  by  even  the  nordiMm  soldiers. 
Tonr  attentive  servant, 

MATTEO  rrURRALDE. 
A  copy: 

EUSTACItrS  DE  LA  TORRE, 
The  First  Qficial  of  th$  Department  of  the  Interior  and  Foreigrn  Relations. 


[Translation.] 

UHITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA — SOVEREIGN  STATE  OF  PANAMA,  OFFICE  OF  THE  PREFECT 
OF  THE  DEPARTMENT—OCTOBER  5,  1865,  NUMBER  89— SECRETARY  OP  STATE. 

I  have  the  i>lea8are  to  enclose  the  original  documents  rdathre  to  the  daim  made  through 
the  English  vice-consnl  in  this  port,  by  Joseph  Heady,  of  the  goods  taken  by  the  soldiers  of  ■ 
the  fourteenth  regiment  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of* 
Angust  of  the  present  year,  in  their  passage  throueh  this  city. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  send  them  to  the  office  of  the  citizen  President,  that  he  may  deter* 
mine  what  he  believes  most  convenient. 
I  am,  sir,  your  attentive  servant, 

JOS£  A.  CESPEDES. 

A  copy  : 

nURRALDE, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Burton  to  Senor  Perez, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bogota,  January  8,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  received  the  cooi* 
munication  which  bis  excellency  Senor  Santiago  Perez,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign 
relations  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  did  him  the  honor  to  write  him  under  date  of 
the  4th  instant,  concerning  the  alleged  misconduct  of  United  States  troops  on  their  passage 
over  the  isthmus  of  Panama  in  August  and  November  last,  in  connection  with  which  his 
excellency  has  been  pleased  to  announce  certain  views  of  his  government  touching  the  recip- 
rocal rights  and  duties  of  the  two  nations  as  regulated  by  article  35  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  tbem  in  1846,  and  also  certain  measures  deemed  necessary  to  be  adopted  to  insure  the 
pacific  transit  of  the  isthmus  by  troops  of  the  United  States.  Before  receiving  his  excellencvs 
comnmnication  some  account  of  the  afflur  referred  to,  of  AuguBt,  1865,  had  been  repeated  to  the 
undersigned  by  Mr.  Robinson,  United  States  vice^consm  at  Aspinwall,  Colon,  which,  in 
November  last,  he  sent  to  his  government  for  its  consideration  and  instructions,  and  he  will 
now  lose  no  time  in  adding  the  communication'  of  his  exbelleney,  with  its  accompanying 
documents. 

The  nnderslffned  would  lament  as  sincerely  as  hfs  ettellency  could,  any  want  of  respect 
or  other  irregularity  on  the  part  of  his  countrymen  towards  Colombia,  and,  while  he  trusts 
it  is  unnecessary  for  him  to  do  so,  he  feels  perfectly  safe  in  assuring  the  Colombian  government 
that  an  investigation  of  the  alleged  abuses,  if  not  already  made,  will  be  speedily  made,  and 
such  action  ta£ui  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  as  may  comport  with  the  justice 
and  the  intimate  friendship  and  respect  happily  existing  between  the  two  countries. 

Tbe  importance  of  the  matter  involved  considered;  Ms  excellency  will  doubtless  see  the 
propriety  of  its  reference  at  once  by  the  undersigned  to  his  government,  which  renders  at 
present  premature  any  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  construction  put  by  tbe  government  of 
Colombfa  upon  the  article  of  the  treaty  in  question. 

The  oBdersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  t^  repMfr*to-  his  excellency  tiie  assuranoei  of 
his  TfBTT  cUftniiQished  eonelderattoa. 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON,   r 
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Mr,  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  213.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

•  Bogota,  January  18,  1866. 

Sib  :  Referring  to  my  number  174,  which  related  to  the  firing  on  the  steamer 
Antioquia  in  March,  1864,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  annexed  corre- 
spondence concerning  that  occurrence,  in  addition  to  that  heretofore  submitted. 

The  true  nature  of  this  case  will  be  found  more  fully  stated  in  a  paragraph  of 
my  number  196. 

I  regret  to  have  to  add  that  I  have  no  expectations  that  any  proceeding 
will  be  taken  to  punish  Seiior  Berrios. 

The  assurance  given  by  the  secretary  in  concluding  his  note  D,  that  he  would 
notify  me  of  the  result  of  the  orders  given  to  the  State  of  Bolivar,  is  practicallj 
equivalent  to  saying  that  he  wishes  to  hear  no  more  on  the  subject ;  for,  as  do 
steps  will  be  taken,  he  will  have  nothing  to  communicate,  and  will  not  mention 
the  affair  again  unless  I  call  his  attention  to  it,  to  be  answered  by  a  repetition 
of  the  promise. 

I  have  already  waited  more  than  a  reasonable  time,  without  receiving  the 
promised  notice. 

I  have  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtonf  D.  G, 


Mr.  BurUm  to  8eHor  Pent, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  or  America, 

Bogota,  September  li,  18^ 

The  undersigned  had  the  satisfaction  to  learn  from  the  note  of  his  excellency,  the  secietaiy 
of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  dated  on  J^^bnurj  16Ui, 
1865,  that  the  conyenient  measures  had  been  taken  anew  in  relation  to  the  firing  into  the 
steamer  Antioquia,  at  MMpangue,  on  March  9, 1864,  to  which  it  was  his  dlsaffreeabie  dutj  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Colombian  government  by  his  communications  of  May  4th,  June 
4th,  October  15th,  1864,  and  January  20th)  1865. 

RoBting  assured  that  the  authors  and  agents  of  this  cruel  and  unjustifiable  act  would  recd«e 
due  punishment,  the  undersigned  has  retrained  from  further  obtruding  the  matter  on  the  notice 
of  his  excellency.  He  has,  however,  lately  learned,  with  painful  surprise,  that  Seiior  Jaliaa 
J.  Berrios,  the  officer  who  ordered  the  assault  on  that  boat,  filled  for  three  or  four  months 
afterwards  the  office  of  contador  general  of  Bolivar,  discharging  its  duties  in  the  capital  of 
that  State,  riding  out  daily  and  publicly  in  the  carriage  ot  the  president  himself;  and,  more* 
over,  that  he  was  continued  in  the  office  of  governor  of  Magangue,  the  scene  of  bis  former 
barbarous  conduct,  until  November  la^t,  and  is  now  going  at  large  unmolested.  The  simple 
statement  of  these  scandalous  facts  dispenses  with  all  comment.  The  underaigned  therefore 
confines  himself,  in  accordance  with  the  positive  orders  of  his  government,  to  repeating  the 
expectation  that  condign  punishment  will  be  speedily  inflicted  on  Senor  Berrios,  his  agents 
and  accomplices. 

The  undersigned  avuls  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency  Senor  Feiei 
the  assurance  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

ALLAN  A.  BUBTON. 

The  Secretary  of  Interior  and  Foreign  Affairs, 

^fthe  United  States  of  Colombia, 


Mr,  Mathiw  to  Mr,  Burton. 

No.  25.]  Consulate  of  the  UntI-eD  States, 

Cartagena,  Augutt  28,  1865. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  private  note  of  the  13th  instant,  I  have  to  report  to  yon  officiallj 
that  Julian  J.  Berrios,  who,  in  March,  1864,  ordered  the  steamer  Antioquia  to  be  fired  znts, 
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has  been,  darin?  Uuree  or  four  months,  contador  fl^neral  del  estado— that  is,  as  far  as  September 
or  October,  1864;  that  he  was  appointed  governor  of  the  province  of  Ma^ngiie,  and  was 
{^ovenior  when  the  late  revolution  broke  out;  and,  finally,  that  he  is  now  in  Ocana,  or  its 
neigrhborhood.  He  is  called  Doctor  Berries,  not  a  pjhsician,  but  a  lawyer,  and  was  bom 
in  that  part  of  the  country. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  MATHIEU, 

United  States  yice-Consut, 
Hon.  Allan  A.  Burtoh,  Bogota, 


Extract  from  a  private  note. 

AueusT  28, 1865. 

"Nothing  has  been  easier  for  me  to  find  out  than  that  Julian  J.  Berries  was  a  public  employ^ 
in  Cartagena  during  three  or  four  months,  and  that  he  was  governor  of  Magaugue  when 
the  revolution  broke  out  in  November  last. 

"He  is  now  in  Ocana,  or  somewhere  there..   To  pretend  he  cannot  be  found  is  a    *    *    *. 

"The  man  was  here  last  summer,  driving  almost  every  day  in  Mrs.  or  Mr.  Nieto*s  (the 
president  of  the  State)  carria^. 

"I  understand  that  some  kind  of  trial  took  place,  but  that  it  was  hushed  up,  and  was 
merely  a  farce  to  cover  and  protect  the  man  who  ought  to  have  been  punished. 

"I  should  not  be  surprisied  if  you  were  now  answered  that  he  is  gone  from  Ocana  and 
cannot  be  found  any  more. 

"I  make  you  this  proposition:  give  me  the  order  to  carry  to  you  this  man,  bound  hand 
and  foot,  and  you  will  have  him  within  two  months. 

"  I  am  used  to  these  answers. 

"Yon  mast  onlv  get  the  authorization  from  the  executive,  that  I  may  take  hold  of  him, 
sod  you  will  see  if  I  do  not  carry  the  man  to  you." 

I  am  well  assured  of  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  extract,  and  communicate  it  in  confidence 
to  his  excellency,  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations. 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 


Mr,  Perez  to  Mr.  Burton, 

[Translation^] 

t 

CSITED  STATES  OP  COLOMBIA— DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  IKTERIOR  AKD  FOREIGN  RELATIONS* 

Bogota,  September  19,  1865. 

The  undersized,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia,  received  the  communication  which  the  Hon.  Mr  Allan  A.  Burton  did  him  the 
honor  to  address  him  on  the  11th  instant,  with  the  object  of  putting  within  the  knowledge 
of  ihe  Colombian  government  that  Senor  Julian  J.  Berries,  commander  of  the  troops  which 
Attacked  the  steamer  Antioquia  on  the  9th  of  March,  1864,  at  Magangue,  was,  after  tnat  event, 
k  public  officer  in  the  State  of  Bolivar,  and  iu  wl^^ch  his  honor  expresses,  at  the  same  time, 
tbe  confidence  be  entertains  that  said  sefior  will  be  duly  punished. 

lo  answer,  the  undersigned  informs  the  honorable  Mr.  Burton  that,  notwithstanding,  there 
bas  been  received  at  this  department  the  report,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  note,  and 
in  which  his  honor  will  see  an  explanation  of  the  case  which  led  to  tbe  cause  of  the  attack, 
tbe  executive  power,  who  has  a  strong  desire  that  the  violators  of  the  national  laws  shall 
Dot  escape  with  impunity,  not  deeming  the  explanation  sufficient,  has  renewed  the  demand  on 
the  government  of  Bolivar  for  the  punishment  of  those  guilty  of  that  act,  and  asking  for  the 
rteps  that  may  have  been  taken  to  tnat  end ;  and,  likewise,  explanations  have  been  demanded 
IS  to  Senor  Berries  havinfj^  been  continued  in  the  exercise  of  public  office  in  that  State,  and 
vh^  he  is  now  found  at  liberty. 

The  undersigned  will  communicate  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Burton  in  due  time  the  result  of 
these  steps,  and  improves  the  occasion  to  renew  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  con« 
lideration. 

SANTIAGO  PEREZ, 

Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
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The  Omoemm  of  Magangw  to  ths  Seerttary  GeMttl  of  the  State. 

[Translation.] 

UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA—SOTEREIGN  STATE  OF  BOLIVAR— NUMBER  35. 

CARTA0E5A. 

Tonr  note.  No.  148,  of  tlie  19th  ultimo,  including  that  addressed  to  your  department  bjtbe 

governor  of  the  province  of  Baranquilla,  has  been  read,  and,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  writtn 
1  the  margin  tnereof,  I  report  as  iollows : 

At  the  time  when  the  shots  were  fired  at  the  steamer  Antioqnia  hj  the  soldiers  of  the  puuA 
stationed  on  the  confines  of  this  place,  in  the  south  of  the  province,  I  was  confined  to  my  bed 
by  an  acute  fever  which  had  prostrated  me,  and  neither  saw  nor  knew  anything  that  took  phce 
on  that  day :  but  I  was  afterwards  informed  that  as  the  steamer  Antioquia  was  approaehiog 
the  point  occupied  by  the  soldiers,  the  sentinel  in  due  time  hailed  her  repeatedly,  without  the 
captain  paying  any  attention  to  the  call  for  changing  the  movement  of  toe  bo&t,  and  a  wkite 
flag  was  then  set  up  as  a  notice,  and,  nevertheless,  the  boat  kept  swiftly  on  her  oooiBe, 
regardless  of  everything,  although  the  whole  g^ard  were  running  after  her  demanding  thst 
she  should  land,  and  then  go  on  ner  way  undisturbed.  But  the  soldiers  seeing  that  sae  did 
not  check  her  speed,  nor  any  sign  that  indicated  it,  and  seeing,  finally,  that  she  wai  ml 
inclined  to  land,  but,  on  the  contraiy,  instead  of  turning  to  the  landing,  struck  towards  Uie 
opposite  shore,  which  indicated  that  she  was  going  out  of  reach — then  the  soldiers  fired  oo 
her,  having  orders  to  that  efiect  from  the  milita^  commandant  in  chief,  given  in  ooii9e> 
quence  of  the  steamer  Tequendama,  or  her  captain,  having  made  irritatiug  sport  of  the 
authorities  of  the  plasa.  So,  taking  these  things  into  consideration,  it  was  to  be  smpposed 
as  probable  that  the  steamer  Antioquia  was  going  to  imitate  what  the  Tequendama  had  dons, 
ana  thereupon  the  guard  fired  into  the  pilot-house  of  the  boat,  striking  it  almost  in  the 
centre. 

The  guu'd  had  followed  the  boat  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  yards 
from  the  point  where  they  were  stationed  before  firing,  and  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  steamer 
was  seeking  a  good  landing,  for  the  whole  shore  from  where  she  was  first  hailed  is  a  good 
landing. 

I  submit  the  foregoing  as  the  report  which  has  been  demanded  of  me. 
I  am  your  attentive  servant^ 

ANDRES  GUTIERREZ. 

April  26.~Betnm  the  note  No.  35,  that  it  may  be  signed  by  the  governor  of  Magangoe. 

By  the  citizen  President: 

ESPRIELLA 


UNITED     STATES    OF    COLOMBIA,    SOVEREIGN   STATE     OF    BOLIVAR— NUMBER    43— THB 
0  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  MA6ANGUE. 

MaoanoUK,  May  3,  1864. 
I  return  to  yon,  signed,  the  official  note  which  by  an  oversight,  involuntary,  on  my  put,  I 
left  without  my  signature.  I  thus  answer  your  note  No.  243,  section  of  government,  dated 
April  last,  26th. 

I  am  your  attentive  servant. 


ANDRES  GUTIERREZ. 


The  Secretary  General  of  State,  Cartagena^ 

May  14.— Let  this  be  filed.  ' 

March  10,  i86&. 
A  copy  : 

M  AMADOR  FIERRO, 

Seeretartf  Oensral  of  Sua$, 
A  copy: 

ENSPR.  DE  LA  TORRE, 

Assutant  Seerttarg. 


Mr.  BttHen  to  Mr.  Settard. 

No.  214.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  January  "ZO^  1866. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  annexed  papers  relating  to  the  s^are 
on  the  Magdalena  river,  on  Decemher  11,  1865,  of  the  steamer  Antioquia,  the 
same  mentioned  in  mj  nnmber  213  and  yariona  preyious  despatches* 
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The  stock  in  the  company  to  which  the  Antioquia  belongs  is  owned  chiefly 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States.  After  consultation  with  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
cnarg^  d'afPaires,  we  advised  Mr.  Joy,  the  company's  agent,  to  address  his 
reclamations  directly  to  the  Colombian  government,  which  he  did,  but  received 
no  substantial  satisfaction,  except  an  order  for  tfie  retarn  of  the  boat.  , 

The  resolution  to  submit  the  question  of  damages  to  the  supreme  court,  and 
to  bring  the  wrongdoers  before  that  tribunal  for  trial,  though  apparently  fair,  is 
simply  a  shift  to  evade  responsibility. 

The  vessels  of  this  company  came  into  Colombian  waters  under  the  invitation 
and  guarantee  held  out  by  the  laws  of  this  republic.  (See  papers  R,  S,  and  T, 
hereto  attached.) 

The  enterprise  has  proved  beneficial  to  this  country,  but  until  two  years  ago 
not  profitable  to  their  owners. 

The  boats  carry  the  American  flag,  in  accordance  with  the  Colombian  laws. 

This  gives  some  importance  to  the  enterprise  of  our  people  and  to  our  national 
name,  and  tends  to  increase  the  trade  of  our  country. 

Sefior  Vengoechea,  who  seized  the  boat,  is  a  part  owner  of  a  rival  line  lately 
established.  The  boats  of  the  rival  line  were  accessible,  and  not  employed  at 
the  time  of  the  seizure.  His  is  a  Colombian  company,  and  cannot  successfully 
compete  with  that  managed  by  Mr.  Joy.  There  was,  however,  no  public  neces- 
sity for  taking  the  boat,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  private  interest  was  the  sole 
cause  of  the  act. 

By  the  national  laws  this  proceeding  is  unjustifiable  under  any  circumstances. 

The  return  oiBFered  by  the  President  of  Magdalena  was  most  likely  pretended. 
It  consisted  in  granting  the  privilege  to  the  owners  to  seek  for  and  receive  the 
boat  wherever  she  might  be  found,  and  whatever  might  be  her  condition,  instead, 
as  would  have  been  just,  of  delivering  ber  at  the  company's  ship-yard  in  Baran- 
quilla,  or  making  a  judicial  deposit  of  her  in  case  the  tender  was  refused.  The 
offer  imposed  on  the  company  the  unjust  necessity  of  searching  for  her  over  six 
hundred  miles  of  river  and  bayous.  This  would  have  required  another  boat,  which 
the  company  could  not  spare  without  incurring  a  forfeiture  by  a  failure  to  perform 
its  mail  contract,  which  the  President  well  knew.  His  acts  do  not  stamp  with 
sincerity  the  regrets  expressed  in  his  note  D. 

The  evasive  and  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  the  national  government 
disposed  of  the  case  induces  the  belief  that  it  sympathizes  with  the  conduct  of 
the  State.   This  is,  indeed,  more  than  probable. 

The  government  of  Magdalena  is  composed  of  the  political  friends  of  the 
national  administration,  while  the  enemies  whom  the  former  was  fighting  are 
hostile  to  the  latter  also. 

Before  taking  any  action  in  the  case,  the  British  chargd  d'affaires  and  I  have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  refer  it  to  our  respective  governments  for  instruction. 

In  connection  with  this  affair,  I  beg  to  be  excused  for  repeating  what  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  state  to  the  department  heretofore,  that  summary  and  energetic 
measures  alone  can  put  an  end  to  the  constant  oppressions  of  our  citizens  on  the 
Atlantic  coast.  To  permit  the  injury  to  be  inflicted,  looking  to  the  general  gov- 
ernment for  reparation,  is  entirely  illusory. 

This  government  is  not  moved  by  the  sense  of  justice  to  render  this  a  suffi- 
cient remedy.     It  is,  in  fact,  no  remedy  at  all. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A   BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Vol.  iii 31 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


482  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mr,  Chapman  to  Mr,  Burton, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America  for  Sabakilla. 

BaranquUU,  December  16,  18^ 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  communication  received  from  Mr. 
Robert  A.  Joy,  in  which  he  calls  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  steamer  Antioqnia,  fl.yinf 
the  American  flag,  while  on  her  downward  trip  from  Nare,  was,  on  the  IJth  instant,  seized bj 
Mr.  Mannel  Vengoechea  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  her  cargo,  mails,  and  pas- 
sengers landed  at  Calamar,  and  the  steamer  carried  off  by  force. 

In  reply,  I  notified  Mr.  Joy  that  the  fact  to  which  he  allnded  would  be  brought  to  Ae 
notice  of  the  proper  United  States  officials  for  them  to  determine  the  steps  to  be  taken  is 
regard  to  the  affair. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  CHAPMAN. 
Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

United  States  Minister^  Bogota. 


COMPANU  DE  NaVIGACION  FOR  YaPOR  EN  EL  RiO  MaGDALEKA, 

BaranquiUtif  December  I  A,  1S^ 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer,  Antioquia,  under  the  American  flag,  wu 
seized  by  Mr.  Manuel  Vengoechea  in  the  name  of  tlie  State  of  Magdalena,  on  the  lltfc 
instant,  when  on  her  downward  voyage  from  Nare,  and  brought  to  Calamar  by  armed  foice. 
Her  cargo,  mails,  and  passengers  were  landed  there,  and  the  steamer  carried  oJfT  by  him.  At 
the  earliest  opportunity,  I  intend  to  bring  the  affair  before  the  notice  of  the  United  States 
minister  at  Bogota. 

I  inform  you  of  the  same  for  your  government,  and  remain  your  obedient  servant, 


Senor  Vengoechea  to  Mr,  Joff. 
[Translation.] 

APPROPRIATION  OP  THE  STEAMER  ANTIOQUIA. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  from  Calamar  that  in  my  character  of  agent  of  the 
government  of  Magdalena  I  had  found  myself  under  the  painful  necessity  of  expropriating 
tne  steamer  Antioquia,  belonging  to  the  company  Unida.and  that  Captain  Maal  having  aban- 
doned a  cargo  and  national  mail  which  was  on  board,  I  had  deposited  the  former  with  the 
wife  oi  Senor  Arrazola  and  Seiior  Ballestas,  and  the  latter  was  fon%'arded  to  its  destinatioD. 
together  with  the  treasure  that  I  found  on  board.  I  had  not  time  then  to  manifest  to  yon 
the  reasons  which  I  can  produce  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  the  Magdalena  to  justify  tb« 
proceeding.  I  now  do  so  in  this  letter,  which  will  be  published.  The  law  of  1864  about  steam 
navigation  in  the  river  Magdalena  is  one  of  many  acts  issued  by  our  Congress,  less  to  satsiy 
the  necessities  of  the  country  than  to  favor  some  person  in  particular ;  on  this  account  we 
law  is  unjust 

There  is  nothing  sacred  in  the  State  of  Colombia  when  political  parties  dispute  for  the  pos- 
session of  power  by  force  of  arms.  Life,  Dberty,  and  the  propertv  of  citizens  are  at  «bt 
mercy  of  the  belligerents,  who  abuse  more  or  less  the  power  which  is  called  force.  I 
do  not  say  that  this  ought  to  be  so ;  I  simply  eay  that  it  is  so.  Nevertheless  the  natloDallav 
has  wished  to  withdraw  the  steamers  navigatiug  the  Magdalena  from  the  omnipotent  power 
held  by  the  parties  contending  under  arms ;  and  why  ?  Here  collects  all  that  is  unjust  in  the 
law. 

A  steamer  is  not  more  precious  than  any  other  property,  and  if  the  privilege  has  bees 
granted  because  the  general  government  has  reserved  to  itself  the  navigation  of  the  rivers 
which  wash  the  territory  of  more  than  one  State,  then  the  law  ought  to  have  protected  afl 
description  of  vessels,  because  the  canoe  which  is  taken  from  the  poor  boga  is  of  as  muck 
value  to  him  as  a  steamer  to  a  rich  company.  But  as  the  law  has  not  calculated  Uie  justice 
of  the  principal,  the  result  is  to-day  that  while  the  rebels  in  the  Banco  have  appropriated 
a  champan  and  cargo  belonging  to  Mr.  Trespalacios,  without  being  responsible  to  the  nr 
tional  government,  the  State  ot  Magdalena,  yet,  would  be  responsible  for  the  appronriatisi 
of  the  Antioquia  if  the  vessel  had  been  simply  appropriated  contrary  to  law ;  but  it  dmm  n«c 
been  so,  the  vessel  being  hostile  to  the  government  of  Magdalena,  and  having  been  B«t 
onlv  wanting  in  neutral  obligations,  but  also  to  the  intimations  made  by  the  legitjisate 
authorities,  ought  to  have  been  and  has  been  legally  taken  possession  of  as  a  trao^tct 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  enemy. 
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I  beg  of  yon  to  jadg^  with  calmness  the  acts  which  I  am  (^oing  to  state,  and  which  I 
now  respectfully  submit  to  the  impartial  decision  of  opinion,  and  afterwards  to  the  national 
tribunals.  The  protection  (Conferred  by  the  national  law  on  the  steamers  to  nayig'ate,  and  the 
rigoToos  prohibition  of  said  law,  necessarily  implies  the  duty  on  the  part  of  the  vessels  and 
the  employes  to  observe  the  strictest  neutrality  in  the  internal  contentions  of  the  State. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  steam  companies  have  occupied  themselves  in  fulfilling  this 
duty,  and  the  government  of  Mag^alena  has  observed  with  concern  that  since  the  pro- 
nnnciamiento  of  the  Banco,  the  steamers  have  been  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  revolu- 
tionists from  various  parts  of  the  State  of  Bolivar  to  the  port  of  Banco,  and  from  there  to 
many  others,  and  that  a  trade  has  been  carried  on  as  free  as  it  has  been  scandalous  in  the 
rebel  port,  of  everything  prohibited  in  time  of  war.  The  Antioquia,  the  employes  of  which 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  melancholy  history  of  this  State,  nor  the  unfortunate  occurrences 
to  which  it  is  actually  a  victim,  transported  Jos6  Maria,  and  Manual  L.  Herrera.  Nicholas 
Fnentes,  and  others,  to  a  port  called  lia  Gloria,  above  Banco.  Three  or  four  days  afterwards 
that  village  pronounced. 

The  employes  of  the  Antioquia  could  not  be  ignorant  that  to  carry  on  board  their  vessel 
said  parties,  and  to  disembark  them  at  a  point  of  the  bank  never  frequented,  was  bringing 
the  war  to  places  of  the  State  which  had  remained  faithful  to  the  government ;  and  this  act,  as 
notorious  as  it  is  public,  constitutes  a  case  of  hostility  executed  against  a  legally  constituted 
government. 

When  this  same  vessel  commenced  her  55th  voyage  from  Baranguilla  last  month,  the 
governor  of  that  province,  at  the  request  of  the  government  of  Magdalena,  gave  notice  to 
Captain  Maal  not  to  tahe  on  board  Lewis  Capela  Toledo,  Sinforoso  Pumarejo,  and  others, 
who,  being  citizens  of  Magdalena,  were  refugees  in  that  town,  and  whose  removal  to  the 
interior  had  been  demanded.  notwith<ttandiug  such  determined  prohibition.  The  President  of 
Magdalena  Idamt  with  surprise  that  Capella  Toledo,  Simporoso  Pumarejo,  Fuentes,  and  the 
others,  embarked  on  board  the  Antioquia  in  the  port  of  Baranquilla,  and  that  they  disem'* 
Barked  in  Banco  in  open  day,  aud  now  they  occupy  the  principal  nosts  in  the  rebel  army. 

I  seriooslv  call  your  attention  to  the  auswers  given  by  Captain  Maal  and  Purser  Jimeno, 
respecting  these  acts,  in  the  declaration  which  I  nave  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy. 

They  confess  that  the  governor  of  Baranquilla,  Senor  Ruiz,  prohibited  them,  but  they 
deny  that  any  individual  with  the  name  of  Lewis  Capella  Toledo  or  Sinforoso  Pumarejo 
emlmrked  on  board  the  Antioquia,  on  the  production  of  the  list  of  passengers,  these  two 
names  are  not  found,  but  the  names  of  Lucio  Castro  Tomperalta  i  Salnstiano  Pinillos  are 
noted,  the  initials  of  which  correspond  with  those  of  these  gentlemen. 

The  captain  declares  that  he  does  not  know  Capella  Toledo,  nor  Pumarejo,  but  confesses 
that  he  spoke  to  them  to  notify  them  that  they  could  not  go  on  board,  which  is  an  irritating 
contradiction  that  he  has  committed. 

Id  bis  town  the  purser  finds  a  difficulty  in  declaring  under  oath  that  he  does  not  know 
Capella  nor  Pumarejo,  and  that  he  did  see  them  on  board  during  the  voyage,  nor  did  he  know 
then  or  afterwards  that  they  had  gone  to  the  Banco  in  the  Antioquia;  but  the  public  fact, 
manifest  and  affirmed  by  a  thousand  declarations,  is,  that  Lncio  Capella  Toledo  and  Sinforoso 
Pumareio  went  up  in  the  steamer  Antioquia  and  landed  at  Banco  at  12. 45  p.  m.  of  the 
20th  of  November. 

This  is  not  simple  hostility ;  this  is  war,  and  Magdalena  has  a  right  to  seize  all  vessels 
which  ought  to  be  neutral,  but  are  occupied  in  making  war  against  it.  This  right,  I  say, 
will  be  explained  by  the  national  tribunals,  to  which  the  ^vernment  of  Magdalena  will 
appeal,  claiming  the  confiscation  of  the  vessel  for  the  violation  of  international  law,  which 
I  t^lieve  will  be  applicable  in  this  case. 

From  the  moment  that  I  received  the  declarations  of  Captain  Maal  and  Parser  Jimeno, 
and  knowing,  as  I  know  positivly,  that  Captain  Toledo  -and  Pumarejo  went  to  Banco  on 
board  the  Antioquia,  I  did  not  vacillate  an  instant  in  placing  the  vessel  in  the  service  of  the 
goremment,  notwithstanding  the  respect  that  a  citizeu  of  my  position  ought  to  have  for 
every  law,  just  or  unjust,  and  likewise  in  spite  of  considerations  concerning  me  personally,. 
which  may  cause  the  belief  that  I  have  adopted  this  measure  from  a  mercantile  spirit. 

I  firmly  believe  that  the  employes  of  the  Antioquia  have  compromised  the  neutrality  of 
the  ressel,  that  they  have  made  themselves  accomplices  and  aiders  of  the  rebels,  and  that 
the  fl^vemment,  in  reprisal,  has  done  right  in  seizmg  the  vessel. 

It  I  am  mistaken,  let  the  judicial  power,  whose  duty  it  is  to  resolve,  declare  so. 

In  that  case,  the  government  cf  Magdalena  will  religiously  pay  what  may  be  due  for  the 
use  of  the  vessel,  and  for  the  damages  which  may  have  been  occasioned ;  and  to  be  prepared 
in  every  case. 

I  have  received  from  Captain  Maal  the  vessel  and  all  its  stores,  by  a  rigorous  inventory, 
and  the  vessel  will  be  valued  as  soon  as  it  arrives  at  a  place  where  competent  persons  can 
be  Ibond. 

Such  are,  sir,  the  reasons  upon  which  I  dictated  the  decree  of  the  11th  instant,  an  anthor- 
ized  copy  of  which  I  gave  to  Captain  Maal. 
I  remain  sir, 

MANUEL  A.  VENGOECHEA. 

R.  A«  Jot,  Esq.,  Agent  of  the  United  Statee  Steamehip  Company. 
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[Translation.  J 

APPROPRIATIOK  OP  THB  STEAMER  AVTIAOUA. 

Bogota,  Januarjf  5, 1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  seen  in  the  columns  of  tbe  Tiempo,  of  the  3d  instant,  yonr  letter  addressed  to 
me  as  agent  of  La  Compania  Unida,  and  in  answer  I  will  say  a  very  few  words. 

I  will  leHve  the  States  and  the  Congress  to  judffe  respecting  the  convenience  and  jnstice  of 
the  law  of  1864,  about  steam  navigation  of  the  nver  Magdalena,  and  the  sacredness  of  the 
interests  of  a  whole  nation  in  comparison  with  those  of  u  siuj^le  State,  and  limit  mjseif  to 
the  question  of  carriage  of  passengers,  which  is  the  pretext  for  the  outrage  which  has  been 
committed. 

The  constitution  of  the  Colombian  Union,  treating  of  individoal  guarantees,  in  ihe  seeond 
section,  article  J 5,  paragraph  8,  says: 

''Liberty  to  travel  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  to  leave  it  without  the  necessity 
of  a  passport  or  permit  from  any  authority  in  the  time  of  peace,  unless  the  judicial  authority 
shotild  have  decreed  thedetentiou  of  the  iudividual." 

The  before-mentioned  navigation  law  of  25th  of  May,  1864,  says  that  **  the  govenuBcnt'j 
functionaries  and  employes  of  the  State  are  prohibited  from — 

"2.  Subjcctiug  to  formalities  of  any  kina  the  loading  or  unloading  of  the  vessels,  tbdr 
voyages  or  stoppages,  so  that  these  operations  may  be  performed  with  the  greatest  freedom, 
and  without  restriction  or  detention  of  any  kind. 

"3.  From  subjecting  the  passengers  and  crew  of  vessels  to  formalities  or  obligations." 

From  this  the  deduction  is  clear  that  neither  the  authorities  of  Baraoquilla,  northeemploja 
of  the  Compania  Unida  could  prevent  passengers  from  embarking  or  disembarking  from  the 
steamer  Antioquia,  and  so  1  manifested  to  the  governor  of  the  province  of  Baranqnilia,  tto 
military  commander  Senor  Nicolas  Jimeno  Otillantes  and  Senor  Joaquin  Vengoechea,  wbea 
they  came  to  my  house  at  midnight  on  the  17th  of  November  and  made  me  get  up  a  few  bonis 
before  the  departure  of  the  steamer  Aiitioouia  with  the  pretension  of  impeding  Ute  embsr- 
cation  of  Senor  Capelia  Toledo  and  Senor  Fumarejo. 

I  told  them  that  1  could  not  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  hinderin|^  their  embar- 
cation ;  that  the  governor,  if  he  thought  himself  authorized,  could  do  what  he  thought  proper. 

From  my  house  they  went  to  that  of  Captain  Maal,  and  the  governor  gave  him  a  verbal 
order  not  to  receive  on  board  those  individuals. 

The  captain  asked  for  a  guard  to  impede  tbeir  embarcation,  which  was  refused. 

At  the  nour  of  tbe  departure  of  the  vesse),  and  when  the  two  individuals  made  their  ap- 
pearance, they  were  notified  of  tbe  prohibition  of  the  governor. 

Two  employes  of  th«  government,  Seiior  Angel  Benavidez  and  David  Pereira,  then  pre- 
sented themselves,  and  asked  the  captain  if  he  had  a  written  order  from  the  goveruor;  he 
answered  he  had  not;  they  then  said  that  he  (the  captain)  could  not  refuse  to  admit  tbea 
on  board. 

I  suppose  the  captain  was  foolish  enough  to  admit  them  on  board  under  assumed  nimes, 
so  as  to  conciliate  all  parties. 

I  qualify  as  foolish  the  act  of  the  captain  in  having  admitted  on  board  the  two  indiridualj 
in  question  under  assumed  names,  if  it  really  happened,  because  as  he  had  a  perfect  right  to 
admit  them  on  board  under  their  own  names,  the  variation  of  them  did  not  occasion  any  fiialt. 
nor  could  it  saddle  him  with  any  responsibility. 

If  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Bolivar  wished,  and  had  a  right  to  prevent  the  embarca- 
tion of  the  parties  in  question,  they  ought  to  have  arrested  them,  seuug  that  they  walked 
about  publiclv,  or  placed  a  guard  to  binder  their  access  to  the  steamer ;  but  not  exact  of  t^ 
employes  of  the  company  and  the  steamers  that  we  should  commit  acts  contrary  to  the  nsri- 
gation  laws. 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  captain  had  committed  a  breach  of  neutrality;  this  would  notla^ 
given  a  right  to  the  State  of  Magdalena  to  capture  a  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  natipi»l 

fovernment  and  attack  the  interests  of  other  States.  The  most  it  could  have  done  woaJ 
ave  beeu  to  appeal  to  the  national  government  and  to  the  Compania  Unida.  This  gave  proof 
in  the  last  general  revolution  that  in  case  of  culpability  the  parties  were  punished.  Tb? 
charge  of  having  embarked  the  Messrs.  Herrera,  wnen  they  went  down  from  the  capital,  i> 
even  more  ridiculous,  not  only  for  what  is  saiJ  above,  but  also  how  should  the  empk>ye&o(' 
the  vessel  know  the  intention  of  said  gentlemen  to  be  hostile  to  the  State? 

As  to  the  point  called  Gloria,  in  which  they  disembarked,  it  is  not  a  fact  that  it  is  a  v«Bi 
never  frequented,  for  it  is  one  of  the  wood  stations  for  a  vessels  of  the  company,  and  hu 
been  so  for  many  years ;  also  from  there  are  embarked  parts  of  the  cargoes  which  are  brought 
fromOcana. 

I  remain,  sir,  dec, 

ROBEBT  A.  JOT. 
Mr.  Manuel  A.  Yenqobchea, 

DdegaU  of  the  President  of  the  Sovereign  State  of  Panama, 
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JIfr.  Joy  to  Mr,  Burton, 

Bogota,  January  19,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  a  most  flagrant  outrage  which  has  been  committed 
b?  armed  men  in  the  riyer  Magdalena  against  the  propertj  and  indiistrj  of  the  Compania 
Lnida,  nearly  half  of  the  capital  of  which  is  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  ease  is  as  follows : 

On  the  J  1th  of  December  last  the  steamer  Antioqnia  on  her  downward  voyage  to  Baran- 
qnilla,  with  the  national  mails,  passengers,  and  a  cargo  of  merchandise  on  board,  was  captnred 
by  forces  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  nnder  the  orders  of  Mr.  Manuel  Yengoechea,  as  proved 
by  the  acoompanyinff  documents. 

Ko.  1,  protest  of  the  captain;  No.  3,  depositions  of  the  passengers;  No.  4,  deposition  of 
captain,  parser,  and  engineers;  No.  2,  protest  of  the  agent  of  the  company ;  No.  5,  protest 
of  owners  of  cargo;  No.  6,  is  my  memorial  to  the  national  government,  seeking  redress  and 
guaranteee  for  the  property  of  the  company,  and  protection  nnder  which  to  carry  on  our  legiti* 
mate  business ;  No.  7  is  the  answer  of  the  government,  which  looks  upon  the  whole  afiair  as 
most  trivial,  and  which  ou^ht  to  have  been  settled  by  the  company  without  the  necessity  of 
reclamation,  complaint,  or  judgment,  and  that  the  company  is  to  be  responsible  for  all  losses, 
excepting  for  the  occupation  of  the  vessel  for  a  few  days ;  No.  8  is  a  second  memorial  to  the 
government,  in  which  I  endeavor  to  point  out  all  the  laws  that  have  been  violated,  the  enor- 
mity of  the  offsnce  committed,  the  fatal  consequences  to  future  navigation,  and  the  necessity 
of  strong  measures  being  adopted  to  secure  us  in  the  business  in  which  we  are  embarked ; 
Nos.  9  and  10  are  copies  of  official  documents  received  from  the  State  of  Magdalena.  alluded 
to  m  my  second  memorial ;  No.  1 1  is  the  answer  of  that  government  to  the  second  memorial. 

By  the  foregoing  you  will  perceive  that  the  property  of  the  company  is  entirely  at  the 
men^of  any  one  who  may  choose  to  detain,  seize,  capture,  or  molest  in  any  way^  for  political 
or  other  reasons,  public  or  private  ;  that  all  to  be  done  by  the  ai^gfreesor  is,  after  the  injury 
has  been  effected,  to  regret  what  has  been  done,  and  to  make  offers  of  reparation,  which  the 
iDJnred  party  would  have  no  means  of  enforcing. 

The  injury  to  the  business  of  the  company  has  been  most  serious,  as  I  shall  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  establishing;  meanwhile  I  beg  to  appeal  to  you  to  protect  the  interests  of 
United  States  citizens,  who  have  risked  large  sums  in  endeavoring  to  perfect  the  navigation 
of  the  river  Magdalena,  notwithstanding  the  rivalry  of  others  who  have  followed  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  Compania  Unida. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  JOY, 
Financial  Agent  of  the  Compania  Unida, 

Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

United  Statee  Minister, 


List  of  shareholders  in  La  Compania  Unida, 

Compania  Unida  de  Navioacion  por  Vapor  en  el  Rio  Magdalena, 

BaranquUla,  December  16,  1865. 

UNITED  ^ATES  OF  AMERICA. 

McLean  and  Lutz $63,500 

J.Reed,jr 29,000 

P.  P.  W.  Peck 15,000 

Allen  Hay 6,000 

Jewell  Harrison  &  Co 3,200 

Cary,  Howard  &  Co 5,500 

T.Clark 500 

W.  8.  Bancroft 2,500 

Juan  Cade  Mier 37,300 

$162,500 

,  Burnsfl. 

E.  N.Jay 84.700 

A&S.  Harvy&Co 39,000 

r.  0.  Robertson 1,200 

A»  Gregory 2,000 

S.  J.  Gower 1,100 

128,000 

HAMBURG. 

C.  W.  Snminoced 17,500 

Senior  Harver 5,000 

.  22,500 
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COLOMBIA. 

Alryan $J,000 

Nicolas  JuDius  Collarte 4,000 

Eranados  Garcia 40,700 

Tr.  P.  A.  Catano,  Colombia 1,300 


$5,000 

42,000 

360,000 


R.  A.  JOY, 

FinancuU  AgmL 
I  solemnly  swear  that  the  statements  of  these  papers  are  true. 

R.  A.  JOY. 


[Translation.] 

In  the  city  of  Baranqnilla,  at  2  o^clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  of  December,  18^, 
appeared  beiure  me  and  the  after  mentioned  witness  Christian  A.  Maal,  of  this  place,  of  ap, 
and  captain  of  the  steamer  Antioquia,  belongfin^  to  La  Compania  Unida  de  Nayigaoon 
por  Vapor  ^n  el  Rio  Mag^alena,  and  said  :  Tbat,in  consequence  of  baying  been  det^oed  in 
a  downward  trip  of  his  yessel  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Magdalena  on  the  lOiii  in> 
stant,  duly  to  record  the  occurrences,  he  made  on  board  the  following  protests,  in  the  order 
in  which  the  events  took  place,  as  follows : 

The  10th  day  of  December,  1865, 1,  Christian  A.  Maal,  captain  of  the  North  American 
steamer  called  Antioquia,  declare  that  having  left  Nare  the  7th  instant,  with  the  national  mail, 
cargo,  and  passengers,  bound  to  Baranquiila  and  intermediate  places.  I  have  navigated  with 
complete  success,  delivering  the  mail,  cargo,  and  passengers  at  their  proper  destinations, 
up  to  this  date,  when,  at  3.35  p.  m.,  in  a  place  called  Cotore  I  met  a  bungo  of  war,  wbieb 
£red  a  gun  obliging  me  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  vessel ;  that  I  had  scarcely  stopped  the 
engines  when  said  vessel  came  alongside,  and  the  commander  told  me  that,  by  order  of  tb« 
delegate  of  the  executive  power  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  he  had  to  keep  gaard  over  the 
steamer  until  he  met  the  said  delegate,  who  was  coming  with  the  remainder  of  the  flotiiU, 
and  that  in  case  of  refusing  to  obey  this  order,  he  would  make  use  of  the  force  at  bii 
command,  the  gunner  being  in  position  with  lighted  match  at  the  foot  of  the  gun  in  the  bow 
of  the  vessel,  pointed  at  the  steamer ;  that  a  few  moments  later  another  armed  vessel  ar< 
rived,  presented  itself,  and  also  came  alongside  of  the  steamer ;  and  that  a  citizen  with  the 
title  of  commander,  who  said  his  name  was  Ramon  Valencia,  made  me  the  same  intimatioii 
as  the  first  vessel ;  I  resolved  to  let  the  steamer  diift  down  the  river,  wiihout  using  the  en- 
gines, so  as  to  satisfy  the  arbitrary  orders  of  these  two  chiefs.  That  continuing  ia  this  waj 
until  4.50  p.  m.,  I  met  five  more  armed  vessels,  aboard  of  one  of  which  came  General  Man- 
uel Campo  Rodriguez,  who  ordered  me  immediately  to  make  for  the  bank  and  to  fasten  the 
steamer;  at  this  arbitrary  order  I  demanded  ot  General  Campo  in  what  character  he  made  the 
exaction ;  the  only  answer  he  gave  me  was,  that  he  was  the  representative  of  the  dele|;ato 
of  the  executive  power  of  Magdalena.  To  this  answer  I  told  General  Campo  that  by  his 
proceedings  he  violated,  in  the  first  place,  the  law  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  Colombia  on  the  19th  of  May,  1864 ;  secono,  that  he  violated  a  foreign  property  bj 
detaining  it  iu  its  progress  and  making  it  come  to  at  a  part  of  the  river  where  the  vessel,  a$ 
well  as  tlie  cargo,  was  exposed  to  great  danger ;  and  lastly,  that  steamer  is  in  the  senrice  of 
the  national  government,  the  mail  being  on  Doard ;  and  that  for  these  motives  General  Campo 
has  no  legal  right  to  detain  the  vessel  without  exposing  himself  to  the  responsibilities  which 
may  supervene.  I  also  observed  that  if  I  continued  my  voyage  what  would  be  the  resah. 
He  answered  that  he  would  use  the  forces,  consisting  of  the  seven  vessels  before  mentioned, 
and  that  the  steamer  must  remain  until  the  arrival  of  the  delegate  of  the  executive  power, 
who  was  distant  about  three  leagues.  I  protest,  therefore,  once,  twice,  thrice.,  or  as  many 
more  times  as  may  be  necessary,  against  said  forced  detention,  for  the  delay  of  the  national  mail, 
the  damages  and  losses  that  may  happen  to  the  vessel  and  cargo,  making  responsible  GeO' 
eral  Campo  and  whoever  orders  him,  freeing  myself  from  responsibility ;  also  the  agents  aod 
owners  of  the  steamer.  In  proof  of  the  truUi  of  what  I  state,  the  following  officers  and  pas- 
sengers sign  with  me:  C.  A.  Maal,  captain;  J.  Jimeno,  purser;  James  McKeon,  engineer; 
JLioreuzo  T.  Mates,  pasajero ;  Justiniano  Lemus ;  Crespulo  A.  Caballero ;  £do.  Soto;  Maood 
Lascano. 

Day  the  eleventh,  at  half  past  one,  Mr.  Manuel  Vengoechea  presented  himself  on  board 
and  informed  me  that  he  was  the  delegate  of  the  executive  power  of  Magdalena,  and  that 
the  orders  executed  by  General  Campo  Rodriguez  on  board  the  steamer  came  from  him: 
he  ordered  me  to  give  a  declaration,  which  accompanies  this ;  the  same  happened  with  the 
purser,  whose  declaration  is  also  attached.  After  this,  Mr.  Vengoechea  notified  me  that  1 
must  take  the  steamer  up  the  river  to  carry  his  troops,  whiqh  I  excused  myself  from  do<ii|, 
manifesting  that  the  instructions  of  the  Compania  Unida,  my  being  a  foreigner  and  commana- 
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xng  tbiB  steamer,  foreign  property,  prohibited  me  from  transporting^  troops  or  towing  vessels 
of  war,  and  absolutely  to  mix  myself  up  with  the  political  affairs  of  the  country ;  moreover, 
that  the  steamer  could  not  retrograde,  as  she  was  in  the  service  of  the  nation.  To  these 
manifestations  Mr.  Vengoechea  answered  that  he  should  appropriate  the  vessel,  and  imme- 
diately ordered  troops  on  boari  to  take  possession  of  the  vessel.  He  then  sent  for  the  engi- 
neer, and  had  a  conference  with  him ;  after  which  the  engineer  came  to  me  and  told  me  that 
Mr.  Vengoechea  told  him  he  had  appropriated  the  vessel,  aud  proposed  for  him  to  take  charge 
of  the  engines  in  his  capacity  of  engineer,  which  he  flatly  refused,  he  being  a  foreigner,  and 
aoable  to  take  part  in  tne  political  questions  of  the  country ;  the  same  resulted  with  all  the 
rest  of  the  crew,  they  not  wishing  to  take  part  in  the  questions  of  any  State  but  their  own. 
At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  mate  informed  me  that  the  vessel  was  making  a  good 
deal  of  water,  so  much  that  the  pumps  could- not  be  left  for  a  single  moment.  My  opinion 
about  this  is,  that  the  vessel  sufferad  on  being  brought  to  at  this  place. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  Mr.  Vengoechea  notified  me  that  I  was  deprived  of  my 
functions,  aud  that  I  ought  to  make  a  complete  abandonment  of  the  vessel,  cargo,  &.C., 
which  I  did.  In  the  act,  therefore,  I  protest  once,  twice,  and  thrice,  and  as  many  more 
times  as  necessary  by  law,  of  this  act  of  violence  against  the  delegate  of  the  executive 
power  of  the  btate  of  Magdalcna,  and  against  whoever  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  damages, 
losses,  excesses,  and  deterioration  that  may  h&ppen  to  this  vessel,  covering  my  responsibility 
and  that  of  the  agents  and  owners  of  the  vessel ;  aud  in  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  statement 
the  following  officers  and  passengers  sign  with  me:  C.  A.  Maal,  J.  Jimeno,  purser;  James 
McKeon,  engineer;  Justimano  I^us,  Crespulo  A  Caballero,  Lorenzo  T.  Mates. 

Edo.  Soto,  Manuel  Lascano,  and  Mr.  Maal  declared  that  after  the  before-mentioned  pro- 
ceedings, Mr.  Vengoechea  dictated  a  decree,  of  which  he  gave  him  a  copy,  and  which  says 
thua: 

Decree  of  the  Dth  of  December^  1865,  ajf propria  ting  the  use  of  the  steamer  Antjoquia, 

The  special  delegate  of  the  president  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Magdalena,  exercising  his 
powers  and  considering,  first,  that  the  steamer  Antioquia  has  carried  to  the  Banco,  a  place 
occupied  by  rebels  against  the  State,  sundry  rebels,  such  as  Jo.s6  Blaria,  Manuel  Luis  Herrera, 
Lnis  C.  Toledo,  Francisco  Meza,  Sinforoso  Pumajero,  and  othera.  Second,  that  the  legitimate 
goremment  of  the  sbvereign  State  of  Magdalena  is  aware  that  the  governor  of  the  province 
of  Baranquilla,  in  the  sovereign  State  of  Bolivar,  ordered  the  captain  of  the  vessel  called 
Antioquia,  Mr.  C.  A.  Maal,  not  to  receive  on  board  of  his  vessel  Luis  C.  Toledo  and  Sin- 
foroso Pumajero,  and  that,  notwithstanding,  said  individuals  were  carried  to  the  Banco  on 
board  said  vessel.  Third,  that  the  before-mentioned  acts  in  the  preceding  consideration 
constitute  a  breach  of  the  neutrality  which  ought  to  have  been  observed  by  the  captain  of  the 
BteHmer  Antioquia  with  the  legitimate  government  of  the  sovereign. State  of  Magdalena,  which 
makes  him  responsible  to  the  law.  Fourth,  that  the  said  government  requires  the  services 
of  a  steamer  in  Magdalena. 

DECREE. 

Article  1.  Appropriate  the  services  of  the  steamer  Antioauia,  for  account  of  the  sovereign 
State  of  Magdalena,  tor  all  the  time  that  she  may  be  requireo. 

ARTICLE  2.  Receive  the  said  vessel  by  rigorous  inventory,  have  examined  the  state  in  which 
she  iSy  and  let  the  appraisers,  who  will  be  named,  value  her.  The  same  appraisers  will  also 
Talue  the  provisions  and  other  things  belonging  to  the  vessel. 

Article  3.  In  due  time,  the  value  of  the  service  to  be  rendered,  or  which  has  been  ren- 
dered, shall  be  agreed  upon,  and,  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  contracting  parties,  a 
valuing  appraiser  shall  be  appointed. 

Article  4.  Communicate  the  present  decree  to  the  citizen  president  of  the  sovereign  State 
of  Biagdalena,  as  likewise  to  the  captain  of  the  vessel  appropriated. 

Given  in  Quaguieri,  a  place  belonging  to  the  sovereign  State  of  Magdalena,  on  the  11th  of 
December,  1805. 

MANUEL  VENGOECHEA. 

Nicholas  Mendoza,  Secretary. 

This  is  a  copy  granted  to  Captain  C.  A.  Maal. 

NICHOLAS  MENDOZA,  Secretary. 

And  Mr.  Maal,  in  continuation,  declares  that  after  the  occurrences  related,  and  the  vessel 
taken  possession  of  by  force,  without  the  intervention  of  the  ejnployds  of  the  vessel,  she  was 
taken  to  Calamar,  a  district  corresponding  to  the  State  of  Bolivar,  in  which  port  the  expo- 
nent made  the  following  protest : 

In  the  district  of  Calnmar,  on  the  11th  of  December,  18H5,  before  me,  secretary  of  the 
municipal  council,  charged  with  the  functions  of  notary  public,  Christian  A.  Maal,  captain 
of  the  North  American  steamer  called  the  Antioquia,  said  that  having  left  Nare  the  7th  instant 
with  the  national  mall,  cargo  and  passengers,  bound  to  Baranquilla,  and  intermediate  places, 
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I  hare  navigfated  vnih  complete  success,  deliTeriog  tbe  mail,  cargo,  and  passeDgeiB  at  their 
proper  destinations,  up  to  this  day,  when,  at  3.35  p.  m.,  in  a  place  called  Cotore,  I  met  a  bnnffo 
of  war,  which  fired  a  gun,  obliging  me  to  arrest  toe  progress  of  tbe  yessel ;  that  I  had  scareeljr 
stopped  the  engines  when  said  vessel  came  alongside,  and  the  commander  told  me  that,  bj 
order  of  the  delegate  of  the  executive  power  of  tbe  State  of  Magdalena,  be  bad  to  keep  guard 
over  tbe  steamer  until  be  met  tbe  said  delegate,  who  was  coming  with  Uie  reminder  of  tbe 
flotilla,  and  that  in  case  of  refusing  to  obey  this  order  be  would  make  use  of  the  force  at  his 
command,  tbe  gunner  being  in  position  with  lighted  match  at  the  foot  of  tbe  gun,  in  tbe 
bow  of  the  vessel,  pointed  at  tbe  steamer ;  that  a  few  minutes  later  another  armed  vessel 
presented  itself  and  came  alongside  of  tbe  steamer,  and  that  a  citisen  with  tbe  title  of  con* 
mander,  who  said  bis  name  was  Bamon  Valencia,  made  me  tbe  same  intimation  aa  tbe  fiist 
vessel. 

I  resolved  to  let  tbe  steamer  drift  down  tbe  river  without  using  the  engines,  so  u  to 
satisfy  the  arbitrary  orders  of  those  two  chiefs.  That  continuing  in  Siis  way  until  4.50  p.  m. 
I  met  five  more  armed  vessels,  aboard  of  one  of  which  came  General  Manuel  Campo  Bodii- 
gues,  who  ordered  me  immediately  to  make  for  tbe  bank,  and  to  fasten  tbe  steamer.  At  this 
arbitrary  order  I  demanded  of  General  Campo  in  what  character  be  made  tbe  exaction.  Tbe 
only  answer  he  gave  me  was  that  be  was  tbe  reprcMntative  of  tbe  delegate  of  tbe  executiTe 
power  of  Magdalena.  To  this  answer  I  told  General  Campo  that  bv  bis  proceedings  he  viobled 
in  the  first  place,  tbe  law  passed  bv  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  oa  tbe 
19tb  of  May,  1864  ;  second,  that  he  violated  a  foreign  property,  detaining  in  its  progress 
and  making  it  come  to  at  a  part  of  tbe  river  where  tbe  vessel  as  well  as  the  cargo  wai 
exposed  to  great  danger ;  ana  lastly,  that  tbe  steamer  is  in  tbe  service  of  the  national  govern- 
ment,  the  mail  bein^  on  board,  and  that  for  these  motives  General  Campo  has  no  legal  right  to 
detain  the  vessel  without  exposing  himself  to  the  responsibilities  which  may  supervene.  I 
also  observed  that,  if  I  continued  my  voyage,  what  would  be  the  result?  He  auswered  that 
be  would  use  tbe  force,  consisting  of  tbe  seven  vessels  before  mentioned,  and  that  tbe  steamer 
must  remain  until  the  arrival  of  the  delegate  of  the  executive  power,  who  was  distant  about 
three  leagues.  I  protest,  therefore,  once,  twice,  and  thrice,  or  as  many  more  as  may  be 
necessary  against  said  forced  detention,  for  the  delay  of  the  national  mails,  tbe  diMnages  and 
losses  that  may  happen  to  the  vessel  and  cargo,  making  responsible  General  Campo  and 
whoever  orders  him,  freeing  myself  from  responsibility,  also  the  agents  and  owners  of  tbe 
steamer.  In  proof  of  the  truth  of  what  I  state,  tbe  following  officers  and  pasHongers  sign 
with  me:  C.  A.  Mual,  captain;  J.  Jimeuo,  purser;  James  McKeon,  engineer;  Lorenso  T. 
Matos,  pasajer ;  Justiniano  Lemus,  Crespulo  A.  Caballero,  Edo.  Soto,  Manuel  Lascano. 

Day  toe  eleventh,  at  half  past  one,  Mr.  Manuel  Vengoechea  presented  himself  on  board  and 
informed  me  that  he  was  the  delegate  of  the  executive  power  of  Magdalena,  and  that  the  orders 
executed  by  General  Campo  Rodriguez  on  board  this  steamer  came  from  him.  He  ordered 
me  to  give  a  declaration,  which  accompanies  this.  Tbe  salne  happened  with  the  purser,  whose 
declaration  is  also  attached.  After  this,  Mr.  Vengoechea  notified  me  that  I  must  take  tbs 
steamer  up  the  river  to  carry  bis  troops,  which  I  excused  myself  from  doiuff,  manifesting  thst 
tbe  instructions  of  the  Compania  Unida,  my  being  a  foreigner,  commanding  this  steamer, 
foreign  property,  prohibited  me  firom  transporting  troops,  or  towing  vess^  of  war,  and 
absolutely  t«>  mix  myself  up  with  tbe  political  affairs  of  the  country;  moreover,  that  tbe 
steamer  could  not  retrograde,  as  she  was  in  tbe  service  of  tbe  nation.  To  these  manifestatioiis 
Mr.  Vengoechea  answered  that  he  should  appropriate  the  vessel,  and  immediately  ordered 
troops  on  board  to  take  possession  of  the  vessel.  He  then  sent  for  the  engineer,  and  bad  s 
conference  with  him  ;  after  which  the  engineer  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Vengoechea 
told  him  he  had  appropriated  tbe  vessel,  and  proposed  for  him  to  take  charge  of  the  engines 
in  his  capacity  of  engineer,  which  he  flatly  refnswl,  being  a  foreigner,  and  not  able  to  take 
part  in  the  political  questions  of  the  country.  The  same  resulted  with  all  tbe  rest  of  tbe 
crew,  they  not  wishing  to  take  part  in  the  questions  of  any  state  but  their  own.  At  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning  the  mate  informed  me  that  the  vessel  wasi  making  a  good  deal  of  water,  so 
much  that  tbe  pumps  could  not  be  lefl  for  a  single  moment  I  immediately  went  to  examiae 
the  holds,  but  it  was  impossible  to  discover  the  damage,  on  account  of  the  bold  being  com- 
pletely full  of  cargo ;  ana  my  opinion  about  this  is  that  the  vessel  sufiered  in  being  brought  to 
in  this  bad  bank  of  the  river.  At  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  Mr.  Vengoechea  notified  me  that 
I  was  deprived  of  my  functions,  and  that  I  ought  to  make  a  complete  abandonment  of  tbe 
vessel,  and  remain  on  board  under  arrest.  Tbe  cargo,  which  against  mv  will  I  was  obliged 
to  abandon,  consisted  of  one  thousand  seven  hundr^  and  furtv-uine  packages  of  produce  of 
the  country,  four  packages  containing  six  thousand  four  hundred  bard  dollars,  one  package 
with  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  of  eighty  conts ;  one  packa^  with  four  hundred  doUait 
in  gold  and  silver,  a  horse,  and  tbe  national  mail,  consisting  of  eight  packages  for  Calwnsr, 
seven  for  Baranquilla ;  one  more  box  of  specie  weighing  fifty-nine  kilogrammes,  &rf^  hnndrftd 
grammes,  one  box  weighing  four  and  a  half  ounces,  and  nine  packages  for  SanU  Martha,  as 
proved  by  tbe  bills  of  lading  and  mail  bills  in  his  possession,  and  which  will  be  presented 
when  necessary ;  and  to  avoid  the  vexations  and  heavy  prejudices  unknown  to  such  bsse 
persons,  who  only  act  as  pirates,  protest  once,  twice,  thrice,  and  as  many  more  times  as  the 
law  requires,  against  Mr.  Manuel  Vengoechea,  delegate  of  the  executive  power  of  the  Stated 
Magdelena,  and  against  whoever  besides  necessary,  for  the  damages,  prejudices,  del^js, 
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and  deterioriations  that  maj  happen  to  the  vessel,  and  hj  the  same  keeping  open,  harmless, 
a  nd  in  force  and  vigor,  all  actions  pertainiog  to  the  same,  to  use  them  hetore  whom,  when 
and  where  it  may  m  convenient  in  testimony  of  which,  and  having  paid  the  register  duty,  as 
proved  by  the  receipt,  which  literally  is  as  follows ; 

District  Collutor  of  Taxes. — Mr.  Christian  A.  Maal,  captain  of  the  North  Araericn  steamer, 
named  Antioqiiia,  has  paid  to  this  office  two  lawful  dollars  for  the  register  duty  of  a  protest 
which  beisgoinffto  make  against  Mr.  Manuel  Vengoechea,  delegate  of  the  executive  power 
of  ihe  State  of  Magdalena,  and  whoever  else  it  may  be  convenient  for  the  damages,  prejudices, 
delays,  and  deterioration  which  maybe  suffered  by  the  above-mentioned  steamer  on  account 
of  its  violent  dispossession.     Calamar,  eleventh  of  December,  1865. 

And  the  grantor,  who,  I,  the  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  municipal  council,  exercising 
tbe  fnnctions  of  notary  public,  declare  that  I  know,  and  thus  it  is  executed  in  this  district  in 

5 roof  of  which  the  witnesses,  Rafael  Ballostas  and  Jos^  Ramon  de  Zufiiga,  in  presence  of 
ames  McKeon,  engineer,  and  purser  Joseph  Collante,  before  me,  who  certifies :  The  captain 
of  the  steamer  Antioquia,  C.  A.  Maal,  the  engineer,  James  McKeon,  Joseph  Jimeno,  purser, 
witnesses,  Jos6  Ramon  de  Zuniga  and  Rafael  Ballestas,  Domingo  L.  Alvarez  and  to  turnish 
the  party  interested  with  a  copy,  I  issue  the  present  in  five  written  pages,  the  margins  of 
which  are  rubricated,  and  this  I  sign  in  Calamar  the  eleventh  day  of  December,  1865,  the 
original  remaining  in  the  archives  under  my  charge. 

D.  L.  ALVAREZ. 

Mr.  Maal  further  said  that  in  amplification  of  the  inserted  protests,  and  to  duly  place  on  record, 
he  mast  state  that  the  cargo  on  board  the  vessel,  and  which  he  has  spoken  of  before, 
belonged  to  tbe  persons  which  he  is  going  to  mention. 

J.  C.  R  B.,  two  packages,  embarked  in  Nar6  by  Alejandro  Duque  to  deliver  in  Baran- 
qnilla  to  Pedro  Furgusson. 

[£.  B.  C]  136  packages  shipped  in  Nar6  by  Salazar  and  Alviar,  and  consigned  to  J.  A. 
Mier,  Baranquilla. 

rU.  H.]  212  Honda,  J.  H.  Jenney  to  J.  A.  Mier,  Baranquilla. 

[M.  H.]  12  Honda,  C.  H.  Jenning  to  P.  Furgusson,  Baranquilla. 

IT.  H.]  73  Honda,  Miguel  Pez  to  Julian  Ponce,  Baranquilla. 

K.  T.  2  Caracoli,  Nicolas  Tok  to  N.  Tok,  Baranquilla. 

A.  R.  6  Caracoli,  J.  J.  Saltan  to  Anto  de  la  Rosa,  Baranquilla. 

C.  4  Caracoli,  C.  Maal  to  Peoro  Ossio,  Baranquilla. 

Bibon  Sl  Munez,  I,  $4,000  Caracoli,  J.  H.  Jenney,  P.  W.  Peterson,  Baranquilla.  * 

A.  M.  2  Caracoli,  Pedro  Pena  to  Anselmo  Miranda,  Baranquilla. 

M.  D  d^  C.  J.  Caracoli,  M.  Dietelzway,  &  Cow,  J.  A.  Deitelzway,  Baranquilla. 

(No  mark.) 2,  $1,990  Caracx>li,  Vengoechea,  Hs.  Vengoechea,  Sopria,  &,  Co.,  Baranquilla. 

M.  D  &  C.  1,  $2,200  Caracoli.  M.  Dietelzway  &,  Co.  to  H.  H.  Simmonds,  Baranquilla. 

J  [  8  D]  55  Caracoli,  B.  Martinez,  J.  M.  G.  Ribon,  Mompos. 

2  T.  32  Caracoli,  B.  Martinez,  Ribon  Sl  Jimenz,  Mompos. 

8.  12  Caracoli,  B.  Martinez,  J.  J.  Seloa,  Mompos. 

J.  M.  P.  4  Caracoli,  J.  H.  Jenney,  J.  McPemra,  Mompos. 

tM.  T.]  B.  79  Caracoli  Rodriquez,  Ugnile  &  Co.,  A.  Malo,  Mompos. 

8.  R  Benedict  1  Caracoli,  Samper  &  Co.,  J.  Arazola  Mealo,  Mompos. 

J.  F.  P.  V.  5  Caracoli,  Savalle  Hs.,  J.  Arazola  Mealo,  Calamar. 

M.  10  Pueti  Nacional,  M.  Sarcano  N.  Salzede,  Calamar. 

L.  M.  C.  7  Pueti  Nacional,  M.  Sarcano,  M.  Sascaro,  Calamar. 

M.  H.  25  Pueti  Nacional,  V.  &  L.  Mates,  V.  &  L.  Mates,  Calamar. 

M.  M.  T.  136  Pueti  Nacional,  Julian  Antiana,  J.  Helier  &,  Co.,  Calamar. 

Q.  C.  4  Pueti  Nacional,  T.  T.  Exharez,  J.  A.  delr.  Resa,  Calamar. 

I?*  [C]  [C]  [C]  Pueti  Nacional,  T.  H.  Hoyer,  Chapman  &  Martinez,  Calamar. 

A.  A.  La.  4  Pueti  Nacional,  A.  Aruninta,  Suiz  Aruninta,  Baranquilla. 

£V.]  2  Pueti  Nacional  B.  R.  Surds,  M.  M.  Yueto,  Baranquilla. 
L  2A.  68  Pueti  Nacional.  B.  R.  Surds,  J.  A.  Mier,  Baranquilla. 
J.  Q.  44  Pueti  Nacional,  B.  R.  Surds,  J.  A.  Mier  Baranquilla. 

D.  L.  18  Pueti  Nacional,  B.  R.  Surds,  Isabel  Nichols  de  R., Mompop. 
J.  C.  P.  143  Pueti  Nacional,  Julian  Augusta,  J.  M.  G.  Ribon,  Mompos. 
F.  Stacy-  1,  $1,000  Mipos,  De  la  Torre  Hijo,  F.  Stacpr,  Baranquilla. 

P.  A.  Mier.  1  $3,500,  Mipos,  Salome  Lopez,  J.  A.  Mier,  Baranquilla. 
Anto  Paz,  1,  $1,000  Mipos,  De  la  Torre  Hijos,  Anto  Paz,  Baranquilla. 
T.  132  Zambrano,  Anto  Paz,  A.  P.  Summonds,  Baranquilla. 
H.  H.  H.  3  Zambrano,  R.  Mendazo,  C.  H.  Simmondn,  Baranquilla. 
(IIIl  J)  [oj  Ic.  36  Pablo,  Roncalto  Andres,  E. Mantilla,  Baranquilla. 

I  I  Is  5i2  Pablo Julio  Hoenningsberg. 

[J.  C]  (J.  C.)  18  Pablo.  C.  Isaac  &  Co. 

O.  O.  lc&'  1  lO  Pablo,  Sundheim  &  Co. 

[8]  Ic.  40  Pablo,  A.  J.  Senior. 

O.  n.  H.  144  Pablo,  C.  H.  Simmonds. 

D  &  J.  48  Pablo,  Dumonillf)  &  Wessels.  ^  r 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


490  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

[H.  H.]  &.C.  c.  45  Pablo,  Esteyan  Marqaez. 

1  horse.  Pablo,  Nichols  Mejo. 

8.  S.  fix.  11.  J  134  Pablo,  Acpli,  Grasmeyer  &  Co. 

[B]  J.  &c  Pablo,  Roncalto.  C.  H.  Simmonds. 

[A.  G  &  C. ]  <S^  104  Pablo,  Acpli,  Grasmeyer  <&  Co. 

Mr.  Maal  further  said  that,  at  the  time  of  quoting  the  law  protect!  n(^  the  navigation,  be  com- 
mitted an  error  in  giving  the  date  of  the  19th  of  May,  instead  of  that  of  its  saoctioo,  whicb 
was  the  25th  of  May,  1864.  He  now  mentions  it  to  rectify  the  error,  that  although  in  hb 
protest,  made  on  board  the  1 1th  of  December,  he  said  that  he  presented  the  declarations  that 
were  given  by  him  and  the  purser  of  the  vessel,  he  coald  not  obtain  them,  as  when  he  asked 
for  them,  they  were  not  granted,  and,  reiterating  his  protest  against  the  functionarie«  and  pub- 
lic employes  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Magd a! ena  against  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  Colombia,  to  which  the  State  is  dependent,  and  against  whoever  else  it  may  suit,  that 
the  damages  and  delays  suffered,  and  that  may  occur,  shall  not  be  charged  to  him,  bat  to 
the  aforesaid  as  the  only  parties  resp  'usible  for  the  acts,  so  he  declared.  The  register  duty 
was  paid,  as  stated  by  the  account  here  copied,  a^  follows : 

Done  before  me,  registered  in  the  book  of  public  documents  in  my  charge,  under  the  No. 
294,  to  which  I  refer;  and  to  give  the  party  interested  a  copy,  I  have  issued  the  present  in  13 
pages  of  paper,  the  margins  rubricated ;  and  here  I  sign,  in  Baranquilla,  the  14th  day  of 
December,  1865. 

JOSfi  MARIE  LASCANO, 

Notary  PMk. 

Provincial  Office  of  Registry  and  Annotation  op  Mortgages. 

Registered  at  folio  thirty-one,  (31,)  in  the  book  of  registers  for  this  year,  under  the  numbe^ 
two  hundred  and  ten.    Baranquilla,  December  15,  1865. 

FULJENCIO  GAMLEIN. 

Administration  op  Finance. 

Mr.  Christian  A.  Maal  has  paid  two  dollars  for  register  duty  of  a  protest  which  he  is  going 
to  amplify  as  captain  of  the  steamer  Antioquia.  (|2.) 

Baranquilla,  December  13,  1865. 
.  Tiberio  C  Aranjo  and  the  grantor,  who  I,  notary  public,  certify  is  known  to  me,  thus  pro- 
tested and  reclaimed,  aud  calling  upon  me  to  bear  witness  that  he  so  made  and  affirmed, 
before  me  with  the  witnesses  Atitano  Concha  and  Juan  B.  Munez,  neighbors  present. 

C.  A.  MAAL. 

ATITANO  CONCHA. 

JUAN  B.  MUNEZ. 

JOSfi  MARIE  LASCANO, 

Notartf  Pahik, 

Government  of  the  Province, 

Baranquilla,  December,  15,  18^ 

I  certify  that  the  signatures  of  J.  M.  Lascano,  notary  public,  and  Fulyendo  Gamlein, 
registrar,  are  by  them  and  the  same  as  they  always  use  in  their  official  acts. 

JUAN  DE  LA  C.  RUIZ. 
Gregokio  T.  Aragan,  Secretary. 


[Translation.] 

Protest  of  R.  J.  Joy,  agent  of  La  Compania   Unida,  on  iJie  appropriation  of  ike  steamtr 

Anlioquia. 

In  the  city  of  Baranquilla,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  the  12th  of  December, 
1865,  appeared  before  me  and  the  after- mentioned  witnesses,  Robcort  A.  Joy, 'of  this  neigh- 
borhooa,  overage,  agent  of  La  Compania  Unida  de  Navigacion  por  Vapor  en  el  Rio  Maqdalena, 
and  said :  that  according  to  advice  given  him  from  Calamar,  by  Christian  A.  Maal,  ci^>tain  of  tto 
steamer  Antioquia,  belonging  to  the  company,  on  the  downward  trip  of  said  vessel  having 
on  board  the  national  mail  and  cargo  of  produce  of  the  country,  at  halt  past  one  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  iOth  instant  his  vessel  was  detained  by  a  general  of  the  State  of  Magda- 
lena,  Manuel  Campo  Rodriguez,  with  five  bungos  of  war,  who  obliged  him  to  tie  up  his  vewel 
at  the  side  of  the  river  until  the  arrival  of  Manuel  Vengoechea,  delegate  of  the  executiTe 
power  of  said  State  of  Magdalena,  which  order  he  was  ooliged  to  complv  with  by  the  fi>it» 
made  use  of,  notwithstanding  the  manifestations  made  by  him,  that  he  baa  the  national  vaii^ 
on  board,  and  that  the  navigation  is  protected  by  the  constitution  and  laws ;  that  at  half  pwt 
one  in  the  morning  of  the  1 1th,  Manuel  Vengoechea  arrived,  and  told  Captain  Maal  that  the 
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orders  giyen  by  General  Campo  emanated  from  him,  and  after  having  adopted  other  measure 
he  proDosed  to  the  captain  that  he  should  go  up  the  river  with  the  vessel  to  San  Tenon,  which  he 
rerased  to  do ;  the  engineer  also  refused  because  the  service  was  distinct  from  that  of  the  com- 
pany, of  which  he  depended ;  that  then  Mr.  Yengoechea  appropriated  the  Antioquia,  deprived 
the  captain  and  engineer  of  the  vessel  of  their  functions,  and  obliged  the  pilot  by  force  to  take 
the  vessel  to  Calamar,  starting  on  the  trip  at  six  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  tlie  engines  being 
under  the  direction  of  an  individual  called  Manuel  Berries  ;  that  at  half  past  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  same  day  they  arrived  at  Calamar,  and  that  the  cap'aiu,  after  having  made  a  protest 
on  board,  which  w*as  signed  by  the  passengers  who  were  there,  he  and  the  engineer  landed, 
making  an  abandonment  of  the  vessel,  cargo,  and  mail,  because  as  the  vessel  was  invaded  by 
armed  force  and  the  captain  deprived  of  his  functions  by  a  force  that  he  could  not  obey,  he 
could  not  answer  for  the  property  that  he  was  not  allowed  to  guard  ;  the  cargo  and  treasure 
were  landed  at  Calamar  by  the  delegate  of  the  executive  power  of  Magdalena,  Manuel 
Vengjpechea,  without  the  intervention  of  the  captain  or  other  employes  of  the  vessel  whose 
dnty  it  was  to  exercise  such  fanction ;  that  the  outrage  committed  by  the  high  functionaries 
of  the  State  of  Magdalena  constitutes  an  express  violation  of  the  national  constitution  and 
the  law  of  the  25th  of  May,  1864,  which  guaranteed  the  navigation  of  thenvers,  prohibiting 
the  fanctionaries  or  employes  of  the  State  from  transgressing  said  dispositions,  and  under 
which  guarantee  the  steamer  Antioquia  navigated,  in  which  also  was  the  national  mail ;  that 
from  the  above  stated  great  prejudices  have  arisen  and  may  arise,  and  to  cover  the  Compania 
Unida,  of  which  he  is  agent,  and  without  prejudice  to  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  Christian  A. 
Maal,  with  a  better  knowledge  of  the  facts,  amplifying  the  protests  that  he  may  have  made, 
and  making  those  that  he  may  have  occasioned  in  his  character  of  agent  of  La  Compania 
Unida  de  Navigacion  por  Vapor  en  el  rio  Magdalena,  and  as  such  contractor  for  the  carriage 
of  the  national  mails,  protests  once,  twice,  thrice,  and  as  many  more  as  the  law  permits,  against 
the  functionaries  and  public  employes  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Magdalena,  who,  infring- 
ing the  dispositions  before  cited,  aud  knowing  that  the  vessel  is  the  property  of  North  Ameri- 
cans, that  the  cargo  is  the  property  of  foreigners  and  citizens  of  other  States,  and  that  besides 
the  national  mail  was  on  board,  appropriated  said  vessel,  discharged  the  cargo  that  was  on 
board,  and  put  the  management  of  its  engines  into  the  hands  of  individuals  not  experts  in  the 
matter,  against  the  government  of  the  Imited  States  of  Colombia,  to  which  is  dependent  the 
sovereign  State  of  Magdalena,  and  against  whoever  else  it  may  suit ;  that  the  damages, 
losses,  prejudices  and  deteriorations  suffered  already,  and  which  may  originate,  may  not  be 
at  the  charge  of  the  Compania  Unida,  but  against  whoever  it  may  concern,  and  that  with 
this  anderstanding  the  executor  of  this  and  all  others  prejudiced  may  exercise  the  rights  and 
actions  belonging  to  them  where,  how,  when,  and  before  whom  'it  suits  them,  and  in  right 
can  and  ought,  with  this  intent  and  end  the  before  mentioned  makes  this  present. 
He  paid  tne  register  duty,  as  appears  by  the  account,  which  copied  says  thus : 

Administbation  of  Finance. 
Robert  A.  Joy  has  paid  two  dollars  for  register  dnty  of  a  protest  that  he  is  going  to  make. 

Baranquilla,  December  12,  1865. 
Tiberio  C.  Aranjo  and  the  protester,  who  I,  the  public  notary,  certify  that  I  know,  did 
thus  protest  and  reclaim,  and  called  upon  me  to  bear  testimony  to  notify  the  national  postmaster 
of  this  protest.   Thus  he  did  and  signed  before  me  and  the  witnesses  Atitano  Concha  and  Juan 
B.  Manez,  neighbors  present. 

R   A.  JOY. 
ATITANO  CONCHA. 
JUAN  B.  MUNEZ. 

JOSE  MA.  LASCANO, 

Notary  Public. 

Done  before  me ;  this  and  the  original  is  in  the  book  of  public  instruments  in  my  charge,  to 
which  I  refer  under  the  number  248  and  to  deliver  to  the  concerned.  I  give  the  present  in 
three  folios  of  corresponding  paper,  the  margin  of  the  first  rubricated ;  and  here  I  sign  in 
Baranquilla  the  same  day,  month,  and  year  of  the  execution.  ^ 

JOSfi  MARIA  LASCANO, 

Notary  PMie. 

Registered  at  folio  31  of  the  book  of  registers  of  this  year,  under  number  207. 

FUUENCIO  GAMLEIN. 
Baranquilla,  December  13,  1865. 
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[Translfttion.] 

SWORN  DEPOSITIONS  OF  THE  PASSENGERS  WHO  WERE  ON  BOARD  THE  STEAMER  ANTIO- 
QUIA  AT  THE  TIME  OF  HER  APPROPRIATION. 

To  the  Judge  of  the  Province  : 

R.  A.  J07,  of  this  neighborhood,  before  you  in  legal  form  states :  That  joa  will  be  pleased 
to  summon  Messrs.  Loreazo  J.  Matos,  Edward  Soto,  Crespnlo  A.  Caballero,  Manael  Lascano, 
and  Justiniano  Lemus,  passengers  on  board  the  steamer  Antioquia,  en  ronte  for  this  pkoe, 
that  they  may,  under  oath  and  its  penalties,  declare  to  the  following: 

First.  If  they  know  me  personally;  their  ages,  and  other  qualities  of  law. 

Second.  Let  them  all  declare  all  they  know,  and  are  aware  of,  about  the  appropriation  of  the 
undermentioned  steamer  Antioauia;  in  what  manner  it  took  place;  if  it  was  or  not  by  meaai 
of  force;  what  expressions  did  Mr.  Vengroechea  make  use  of  at  the  time  of  consummating  the 
act,  and  everything  else  relating  to  that  event.  When  done,  I  hope  you  will  deliver  me  the 
depositions  in  original,  to  make  the  use  of  them  that  may  suit  me. 

Baranquilla,  December  13,  1865. 

R.  A.  JOT. 

Presented  the  same  date  and  place  for  despatch. 

LASCAKO. 

Tribunal  of  the  Protincb, 

BaranquMa,  December  13,  18^ 

Asked,  and  in  consequence  summons  the  witnesses  named  for  to-morrow's  sessioiL 
Notify— Luna. 

LASCAKa 

The  same  day  I  notified  B.  A.  Joy  in  his  house,  who  signs  Joy. 

.  -^         ^  LASCANO. 

The  same  day  I  issued  the  summons  for  the  witnesses. 

LASCAKa 

The  I4th  day  of  the  same  month  appeared  Lorenzo  J.  Matos  and  the  judge  before  me  re- 
ceived the  oath,  whi  'h  was  given  in  legal  form,  under  which,  after  having  read  the  articles  of 
the  penal  law,  he  offered  to  say  the  truth  in  what  he  knew,  and  what  mignt  be  asked  of  him, 
and  being  according  to  the  proceedings  interrogated : 

To  the  first  question  he  answered,  that  he  knew  Robert  A.  Joy,  over  age,  and  was  not 
comprised  in  the  generalities  of  the  law. 

To  the  second  he  answered,  that  being  a  passenger  on  board  the  steamer  Antioauia  from  the 
Puerto  Nacional,  on  the  passage  of  the  steamer  by  a  bank  of  the  river,  which  he  heard  called 
Cotore,  a  war  bongo,  which  came  out  from  near  these  banks,  advanced  on  the  steamer,  and  fired 
a  gun.  The  captain  immediately  ordered  the  engines  to  be  stopped;  that  after  a  minnte  the 
bongo  came  alongside,  and  the  commander  communicated  with  the  captain.  He  indicated 
that  he  should  detain  the  steamer,  and  continue  slowly  until  he  should  meet  General  Caorpo 
Rodriguez,  who  was  coming  in  another  war  bong^ ;  that  effectively  the  vessel  went  slowlr 
until  she  arrived  at  a  part  called  Guaqniri ;  that  at  that  point  the  vessel  was  detained  and 
made  fast  by  Manuel  Campo  Rodriguez,  who  arrived  with  an  armed  force,  and,  if  I  do  not 
mistake,  with  four  or  five  war  bangos ;  that  after  the  vessel  was  made  fant,  the  captain  tbongfat 
he  would  continue  his  voyage,  arguing  that  he  carried  the  national  mail;  but  Campo  stopped 
him,  saying,  that  if  he  moved  the  stei^mer  he  would  make  use  of  his  force ;  that  he  mint 
await  the  arrival  of  the  delegate  of  the  executive  power  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  Maoorl 
Vengoechea ;  that  they  were  in  that  place  until  three  o'clock  in  the  momiug,  when  Ven* 
goechea  arrived,  and  after  having  taken  a  declaration,  both  from  the  captain  and  purser,  and 
having  exacted  from  the  captain  the  presentation  of  the  list  of  passengers  that  were  on  boari 
and  the  correspondence  extra  postal,  he  told  the  captain  that  he  would  have  to  go  with  bin 
to  Plato  to  carry  his  forces  to  that  point ;  that  the  captain  resisted ;  that  afler  much  persai- 
fiion  on  the  part  of  Vengoechea,  seeing  that  the  captain  would  not  accede,  he  said  in  a  grave 
tone  that  he  was  going  to  dictate  a  decree  appropnating  the  vessel ;  that  the  captain  told  bin 
to  do  as  he  pleased,  making  use  of  force ;  tnat  Vengoechea  urged  the  captain  and  purser  to 
remain  in  the  vessel ;  that  both  of  them  resisted ;  that  the  same  proposition  he  made  to  tb« 
engineer  and  pilot,  and  that  they  also  resisted  ;  that  this  happened  about  half-past  four  in 
the  morning ;  that  Vengoechea  said  he  would  wait  for  daylignt  to  proceed  to  Calamar,  aad 
there  deposit  the  cargo  which  was  on  board  the  steamer  Antioqnia ;,  that  in  fact  such  was  tbt 
case;  then  at  six  o'clock  the  steamer  left  that  place ;  that  after  a  few  hours  of  navigation  dovn 
stream,  they  arrived  at  Calamar,  where  the  passengers  were  disembarked ;  that  afterwards 
he  heard  say  that  the  cargo  would  be  deposited  in  several  houses  of  that  place ;  that,  actiially> 
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wben  the  deponent  left  in  a  canoe,  which  he  had  to  do  to  reach  this  citj,  thej  had  already 
deposited'  a  ^ood  deal  of  the  cargo  in  the  honse  of  Jos^  Arazola  Male ;  that  this  is  all  that  he 
remembers  aoont  the  occurence,  which  he  affirms  and  ratifies,  after  having  read  it.  He  de- 
clared his  name  to  be  as  stated,  and  signed  after  the  judge,  before  me,  the  secretary. 

EULALIO  LUNA. 

LORENZO  J.  MATOS. 

MANUEL  MAElfi  LASCANO, 

Secretary, 

Then,  following,  appeared  Crispulo  A.  Caballero,  the  judge,  before  me ;  administered  the 
oath  according  to  law,  dsc,  &c 

To  the  first  question  he  answered,  that  he  did  not  know  Robert  A.  Joy,  twenty-six  years 
of  age. 

To  the  second  he  answered,  that  coming  passenger  in  the  steamer  Antioqaia,  he  witnessed 
the  appropriation  made  of  that  vessel  by  Manuel  Yengoechea,  which  happened  as  follows : 
That  in  the  part  of  the  river  called  Cotore,  first,  a  bongo  of  war  presented  itself,  intimating 
to  the  captain  that  he  was  not  to  pass  without  stopping  where  General  Campo  was  situated, 
he  being  at  a  short  distance ;  in  effect,  so  be  had  to  do  by  intimation  of  this  second  force ; 
that  when  the  vessel  had  approached  the  side  of  the  river,  he  ordered  her  to  be  made  fust  and 
detained,  by  order  of  the  delegate  of  the  executive  power,  who  arrived  afterwards,  and  told 
the  captain  to  beiso  kind  as  to  lend  him  the  vessel  to  go  higher  up;  that  the  captain  refused, 
giving  his  reasons,  and  that  then  he  proceeded  to  appropriate  the  vessel ;  that  they  took  the 
▼essel  to  Calamar ;  and  that  then  deponent  witnessed  the  commencement  of  the  discharge  of 
the  same ;  and  that  while  occupied  in  the  uuloading,  he  came  away  in  a  canoe  to  this  port. 

That  this  is  the  truth,  which  tie  affirms  and  ratifies  alter  having  read  it;  declared  his  name 
to  be  as  written,  and  signs  after  the  judge,  in  my  presence. 

EULALIO  LL^NA. 
CRISPULO  A.  CABALLERO. 

MANUEL  MARIA  LASCANO, 

Secretary, 

Then  followed  Dr.  Edward  Soto.    The  judge  received  his  oath  in  due  form,  &c.,  &c 

To  the  firit  question  he  answered  that  he  did  not  know  Robert  A.  Joy,  over  age. 

To  the  second  he  answered,  that  being  a  passenger  on  board  the  steamer  Antioquia ;  that 
about  three  oVlock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  lOth  ot  December,  in  a  place  which  is  said  to  be 
called  Cotore,  the  deponent  heard  the  report  of  a  gun,  which  called  his  attention;  that  shortly 
afterwards  a  war  bongo  presented  itself,  with  several  soldiers  and  a  colonel,  who  intimated 
to  the  captain  to  continue  with  the  steamer  until  he  met  Mr.  Yengoechea,  delegate  of  the 
executive  power  of  the  State  of  Magdalen  a;  that  about  five  o'clock,  at  a  place  called  Ouaquiri, 
the  J  met  other  war  bongos,  with  a  chief  said  to  be  called  Campo  Rodriguez ;  that  this  person 
made  the  vessel  approach,  and  detained  her  till  the  arrival  of  the  delegate,  who  appeared 
about  twelve  o'clock  at  night ;  that  the  delegate  and  others  had  a  conference  with  the  captain ; 
said  conference  resulted  in  the  appropriation  of  the  vessel ;  that  from  that  hour  Campo  Rodri- 
guez remained  in  command  of  the  vessel,  he  telling  the  deponent  that  ho  understooa  seaman- 
ship; that  in  the  morning  of  the  following  day  he  left  there  for  Calamar;  that  a  few  hours 
afterwards  they  arrived ;  that  in  the  act  the  deponent  took  a  canoe  and  came  into  this  port. 

That  this  statement  is  true,  which  he  affirms  and  ratifies,  declares  his  name  to  be  as  stated, 
resident  of  Caracas,  passing  by  this  city,  and  signs  after  the  judge  in  my  presence. 

EULALIO  LUNA. 
EDWARD  SOTO. 

MANUEL  MARIfi  LASCANO, 
Secretary. 

On  the  1 5th  of  the  same  appeared  Manuel  Lascano.  The  judge  received  his  oath  in  due 
form,  &c.,  dec 

To  the  first  question  he  answered  that  he  knew  Robert  A.  Joy ;  he  was  over  age,  and  not 
comprised  in  the  generalities  of  law.  To  the  second  he  answered  that  coming  passenger 
from  the  Puerto  Nacional,  on  board  of  the  steamer  Antioquia,  passing  by  a  place  called  Cotore, 
from  there  a  bongo  of  war  came  out  and  advanced  on  the  steamer  and  discharged  a  gun ;  that 
the  captain,  C.  A.  Maal,  immediately  had  the  engines  stopped  ;  the  bongo  having  advanced* 
and  placed  itself  within  speaking  distance,  the  commander  of  the  bongo  told  Captain  Maal 
to  detain  the  vessel  or  to  take  him  in  tow  until  he  met  General  Manuel  Campo  Rodriguez  ; 
the  captain  answered  he  would  not  respond  if  the  war  bongo  was  swamped ;  that  then  the 
oonuuander  of  the  bongo  warned  him  to  go  slowly  until  he  met  said  General ;  that  the  ves- 
sel continued  slowly  until  it  arrived  at  a  place  callad  Guaqniri ;  that  at  that  place  it  was 
detained  and  made  fast  by  General  Campo  Rodriguez,  who  arrived  with  a  party  of  soldiers 
and  bongos ;  that  notwithstanding  the  manifestations  of  the  captain  that  the  vessel  was  very 
much  loaded  and  might  run  into  danger,  coming  to  in  that  unknown  part,  he  was  ordered 
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to  do  noy  And  bad  to  come  to ;  that,  afler  the  yessel  was  made  fast,  the  captain  tbon^ht  of 
continuing'  his  voya^,  ar^ning  that  the  vessel  belonged  to  an  American  company,  that  the 
national  mail  was  on  board,  and  that  actually  she  was  in  a  national  hiehway  ;  bat  his  depart- 
ure was  impeded,  telling  him  that  he  must  await  the  arrival  of  the  delegate  of  the  executive 
power  of  the  State  of  Ma?dalena,  Mr.  Mannel  Veng^chea,  and  that  he,  as  chief  of  the  force, 
was  going  to  comply  with  a  superior  order  by  detaininr  the  vessel ;  that  in  that  place  dtej 
were  detained  until  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant,  when  Vengoeche* 
arrived,  and  after  having  taken  declarations  from  the  captain  and  purser,  and  having  exact€d 
from  the  captain  the  presentation  of  the  list  of  passengers  and  the  correspondence  he  had 
extra-pdbtal,  that  then  he  told  the  captain  he  would  have  to  go  with  him  to  Plato  to  carry  bis 
forces  to  that  point ;  that  the  captain  resisted ;  that  aftor  many  offers  and  importunities,  seeing 
that  Captain  Maal  would  not  accede  to  anything,  the  delegate  said  in  a  grave  tone  that )» 
was  going  to  dictate  a  decree  appropriating  the  vessel ;  that  the  captain  told  him  he  could  do 
as  he  pleased  by  utting  force  ;  that  Vengoechea  urged  the  captain  to  remain  in  the  vessel,  as 
likewise  the  other  officers  and  pilots  of  the  vessel,  and  all  of  them  resisted  ;  this  happened 
about  half  past  four  in  the  morning;  that  Vengochea  said  he  waited  for  the  morning  to  pro- 
ceed to  Calamar  and  deposit  the  cargo  that  the  Antioquia  had  on  board  ;  that  so  it  happened, 
that  at  Six  o'clock  she  left,  and  in  a  few  hours'  navigation  she  arrived  at  Calamar,  where  they 
landed  the  passengers,  captain,  purser,  and  engineers ;  that  afterwards  he  heard  say  that  the 
cargo  would  be  deposited  in  various  houses  of  that  place  ;  that  when  the  deponent  lef^  in  a 
canoe,  which  he  had  to  do  to  come  to  this  city,  they  had  already  deposited  part  of  the  cargo  in 
the  house  of  Josd  Arazola  Malo ;  that  the  g^reater  part  of  what  he  had  stated  in  this  dcK'lsr- 
ation  is  contained  in  a  protest  which  Captein  Maal  made  on  board  of  the  steamer,  which  is 
signed  by  all  the  passengers ;  that  this  is  what  he  remembers  about  the  affair  and  which  be 
affirms  and  ratities  after  having  read  it ;  declared  his  name  to  be  as  stated  ;  signs  after  the 
judge,  before  me. 

EULALIO  LUNA. 

MANUEL  LASCANO,  Seentary, 

Baranquilla,  December  15,  186^. 

To  the  Judge : 

Having  been  informed  by  persons  of  veracity  that  the  witness  Justiniano  Lemus  is  away 
from  this  place,  having  left  tor  Santa  Marta  immediately  he  arrived  here,  I  inform  you  oS 
it  for  the  corresponding  measure. 

M.  M.  LASCiCNO. 

Provincial  Courts, 

BaranqmUU,  December  15, 1665. 
Report  noted ;  deliver  this  attestation  to  the  party. 

LUNA. 
Lascamo,  Secretary, 

The  same  day  notified  R.  A.  Joy. 

LASCANO. 

Then  delivered  these  depositions  to  the  party  interested. 

Provincial  Government, 

BaranquiUa,  December  15,  1865. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  signatures  above  written,  Eulalio  Luna,  provinci^  judge,  and 
Manuel  Mari6  Lascano,  secretary,  are  their  writing,  and  the  same  as  they  are  accustomted  to 
use  in  all  their  official  acts. 

JUAN  DE  LA  C.  RUIZ. 
Gregorio  J.  Araoon,  Secretary, 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  of  America  for  Sabanilla. 

I,  the  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Sabanilla,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  signatures  are  those  of  Juan  de  la  C.  Ruiz,  governor  of  the  province, 
and  Gregorio  J.  Aragon,  government  secretary ;  that  they  are  the  same  as  they  are  accustomed 
to  use  in  all  their  official  transactions,  and  as  such  are  worthy  of  full  faith  and  credit. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  consulate  at  the  city  of  Baranqoilla,  this  — 
day  of  December,  1865. 

WILLIAM  A.  CHAPMAN, 

VnUed  Slates  ComnL 
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[Translation.] 
Deposition*  of  Captain  Maal^  Purser  J,  Jimeno,  and  Engineer  James  McKeon. 

To  the  Promncial  Judge  : 

R.  A.  Joy,  of  this  city,  before  you  with  respect  says :  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  summon 
before  you  C.  A.  Maal,  captain,  Jos^  Jimeno  Collante,  purser,  and  James  McKeon,  engineer 
of  the  steamer  Antioquia,  that  they«may,  under  oath  and  the  penalties  attached  thereto,  de- 
clare to  the  following : 

First.  For  their  personal  knowledge  of  me,  their  ages,  and  the  other  generalities  of  the 
law. 

Second.  The  first  witness  to  declare  the  State  in  which  the  hull  and  all  other  things  belong- 
ing to  it  were  in  when  it  was  appropriated  by  Mr.  Manuel  Vengoechea,  in  what  place  the  act 
was  consummated,  in  which  State,  and  what  expressions  Manuel  Vengoechea  made  use  of. 

Third.  The  third  witness  to  declare  in  what  condition  were  the  engines,  boilers,  and  every- 
thing pel  tuning  to  them  when  the  above  mentioned  steamer  was  appropriated  by  Manuel 
Vengoechea,  special  delegate  of  the  citizen  President  of  the  State  of  Magdalena;  let  him 
declare,  as  well  as  Jo86  Jimeno,  the  expressions  made  use  of  by  Mr.  Vengoechea,  and  every- 
thing else  they  know  about  the  affair.  When  done,  I  hope  the  originals  will  be  returned  to 
me  to  make  such  use  of  as  may  suit  my  purposes. 

R.  A.  JOY. 

Baranquilla,  December  13,  1865. 

Presented  same  date  and  placed  for  despatch. 

LASCANO. 

Provincial  Court, 

BaranquiliUf  December  13,  1865. 
According  to  petition,  therefore,  summon  the  witness  named. 
Notify — Luna. 

LASCANO. 
Tne  same  day  notified  R.  A.  Joy  in  his  house. 

LASCANO. 
The  same  day  the  summonses  were  issued. 

LASCANO. 

The  14th  of  the  same  month  appeared  Jos^  Jimeno. 

The  judge  in  my  presence  administered  the  oath  in  due  form,  &c. 

To  the  first  question  he  answered,  that  he  knows  R.  A.  Joy ;  he  is  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  that  he  is  not  comprised  in  the  generalities  of  the  law. 

To  the  fourth  question,  a.s  the  others  do  not  apply  to  him,  he  answered,  that  on  the  night 
of  the  10th  instant  the  steamer  Antioquia  was  detained  in  a  place  called  Guaquiri  by  the 
forces  of  the  government  of  Magdalena ;  that  the  Antioquia  was  returuiug  from  Nare  to 
this  city,  as  a  mail  steamer;  that  at  half- past  one  of  the  following  morning  Manuel  Ven- 
goechea with  a  train  of  officers  came  on  board,  declaring  himself  to  be  the  special  delegate 
of  the  executive  power  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  and  that  in  such  character  he  commenced  by 
exacting  from  the  deponent,  as  purser  of  the  steamer,  the  private  correspondence  that  he  had ; 
that  after  this  he  took  sworn  declarations  from  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  C.  A.  Maalt  and  the 
deponent,  in  the  investigation  of  the  truth  of  the  convevance  on  board  of  the  vessel  on  her 
upward  trip  of  Luis  Capella  Toledo,  Sinforos  Pumarejo,  Nicolas  Fuentes,  and  other  officers ; 
notwithstanding  the  impediments  made  by  the  governor  of  the  province,  that  after  this  the 
said  Vengoechea  demanded  the  correspondence  which  bad  been  taken  at  Banco,  as  part  of 
the  national  mail,  which  deponent  refused;  that  then  followed  a  private  conference  between 
Vengoechea  and  the  captain,  and  after  that  he  said  publicly  that  he  required  him  to  convey 
his  troops  to  Plato,  which  the  captain  refused  to  do ;  that  then  Vengoecnea  proceeded  to  the 
appropriation  of  the  vessel,  which  he  did  appropriate  by  the  introduction  of  troops  on  board, 
intorniing  th  captain  that  he  and  all  the  employes  were  displaced  from  their  employs,  and 
ordered  the  arrest  of  the  captain  and  the  deponent  on  board  of  the  vessel ;  that  after  this 
Vengoechea  ordered  the  vessel  to  be  taken  to  Calamar,  obliging  by  force  the  engineer's  as- 
sistant and  the  pilot  to  take  her  there ;  that  on  leaving  Guaquiri  the  deponent  observed 
that  the  departure  of  the  vessel  was  with  great  difficulty  appearing  to  be  impeded  by  some 
invisible  object;  that,  after  the  ariival  at  Calamar,  Vengoechea  obliged  the  captain  and 
engineer  to  leave  the  vessel  and  proceeded  to  land  the  cargo,  previously  having  required 
the  deponent  to  deliver  it,  which  he  refused  to  do ;  that  Vengoechea  allowed  deponent  to 
go  ashore,  under  oath  not  to  leave  the  place ;  that  he  required  him  to  deliver  the  mail, 
which  he  also  refused ;  that  in  Guaquiri,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  declarations,  the  mate  pre- 
sented himself  to  report  to  the  captain  that  the  vessel  was  making  more  water  than  ordinarilv ; 
that  the  deponent  was  not  informed  till  mid-day  that  he  was  at  liberty;  that  after  two  hours,  be 
presented,  by  order  of  the  captain,  the  inventory  of  the  vessel  to  Vengoechea,  which,  after 
satisfying  himself  ^that  it  was  correct,  he  signed  and  returned ;  that  then  the  vessel  left  that 
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port  for  down  stream  ;  that  this  statement  is  true,  which  he  affirms  and  ratifies,  aflerhavioff 
read  it,  said  he  is  called,  as  nut  down,  tweuty-one  years  of  age,  a  resident  of  this  place,  ai^ 
signs  before  me,  after  the  juoge. 

EULALIO  LUKA. 

J.  JIMENO. 

MANUEL  M.  LA8CANO. 

SeereUry, 

Then  appeared  C.  A.  Maal. 

The  laage  administered  the  oalh  in  my  presence  in  due  form,  &«. 

To  the  first  question  he  answered  that  he  knows  R.  A.  Joy ;  that  he  is  of  age,  and  not  oom- 
prised  in  the  generalities  of  the  law.  To  the  second,  he  answered  that  the  steamer  was  in 
good  order  for  navigsition ;  that  all  the  furniture  and  fittings  of  the  steamer  were  in  good  order 
at  the  time  she  was  appropriated ;  that  the  appropriation  was  made  on  the  coast  at  Onaqidri 

by  the  flotilla  of  war ;  that  they  made  him  do  it  from  the 


when  she  was  forced  to  tie  up    , 

middle  of  the.  stream ;  that  this  was  done  by  Mr.  Vengoechea,  as  special  dele^gate  of  Uie 
executive  power  of  the  State  of  Magdalena.  To  the  fourth  question  he  answered  (the  third 
not  applying  to  him,)  that  at  half  past  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  instant,  while  ran- 
ning  down  stream,  in  front  of  a  place  called  Cotore,  having  on  board  the  national  mail,  car- 
goes, passengers,  and  specie  to  deliver  to  the  several  owners,  he  was  detained  by  a  boniro 
armed  in  war,  which,  coming  to  the  side  of  the  vessel,  gave  the  order  for  her  to  go  slowly  ia 
its  company  until  meeting  the  delegate  of  the  President  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  and,  if 
the  order  were  not  complied  with,  the  vessel  would  be  fired  upon  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
captain,  the  commander  of  the  bongo  of  war  having  a  canon  in  the  bow  of  his  vessel  direded 
at  the  steamer,  with  a  gunner  ready  with  a  match  lighted  ;  continuing  in  this  way,  another 
vessel  of  war  came  alongside,  a  person  calling  himself  Colonel  Valencia  came  on  board  sad 
repeated  the  same  orders  as  those  given  by  the  first  commander,  and,  for  greater  security,  he 
len  on  board  an  officer.  He  re-embarked  in  his  own  vessel,  following  which  they  met  ftnr 
more  armed  vessels,  which  also  came  alongside ;  that  Manuel  Campo  Rodriguez  came  onboard, 
accompanied  by  sundry  officers.  He  said  he  was  a  general,  representing  the  delegate  of  the 
executive  power  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  and  ordered  him  to  make  fast  the  vessel  at  the 
coast  of  Quaqniri ;  that  deponent  refused  to  do  so,  manifesting  to  Mr.  Campo  that  by  Out 
proceeding  he  violated  the  law  of  the'i4th  of  May,  I8r>6,  extended  by  that  enacted  on  tlie 
25th 'May,  1864,  about  navigatiou  by  steam  in  the  river  Magdalena;  that  he  placed  a  copy 
of  the  law  before  him  that  he  might  see  it,  to  which  he  only  answered,  that  he  not  only  wa< 
aware  of  the  law,  but  had  helped  to  make  it ;  that  he,  Campo,  also  ought  to  take  into  con- 
sideration  that  he  detained  a  vessel  which  was  in  the  service  of  the  national  government,  con- 
veying the  mails  ;  that  he  was  making  her  c^me  to  in  a  very  exposed  place,  full  irf  logs 
and  trunks  of  fallen  trees,  which  were  not  visible,  exposing  in  this  way  a  vessel  which  nari- 
gated  under  a  foreign  flag,  a  cargo,  the  greater  part  of  which  belonged  to  foreigners ;  specif 
he  had  on  board,  and  the  national  mail,  and  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  obey  this  violent  and 
arbitrary  order ;  that  then,  Campo  told  him,  notwithstanding  ail  his  manifestations,  that  if 
he  did  not  make  fast  the  vessel  where  he  tuld  him,  he  would  use  the  force  at  his  comrnand, 
and  that  the  vessel  must  remain  there  until  further  orders.  That  so  she  remained  until  half 
past  one  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  when  another  armed  vessel  arrived,  and  made  fast  to  the 
side  of  the  steamer ;  that  Manuel  Vengoechea,  Jose  Maria  Mendoza  Llanos,  Nicolas  Men- 
doza,  Andreas  Bermudez,  and  several  other  officers,  who  are  unknown  to  the  deponent,  came 
on  board ;  that  Vengoechea  said  he  was  special  agent  of  the  President  of  the  State  of  Magda- 
lena, and  the  orders  given  by  Campo  and  the  two  other  chiefs  were  by  his  command :  that  the 
deponent  placed  before  Vengoechea  the  navigation  law  before  cited,  to  which  he  answered 
that  he  was  perfectly  aware  of  it ;  that  he  demanded  the  private  correspondence  on  board 
the  vessel,  part  of  which  he  opened ;  that  he  asked  if  I  was  disposed  to  give  a  declaratioa 
that  he  was  going  to  demand  in  his  character  of  special  delegate,  which  declaratioa  consisted 
of — if  the  steamer  in  previous  voyages  conveyed  Jo«6  Maria  and  Manuel  Luis  Herrara,  and 
he  answered  it  was  true  that  he  received  them  on  board  at  Nare  and  landed  them  in  thepon 
called  La  Gloria ;  that  if  he  had  taken  on  board  in  this  purt  Luis  Capotla  Toledo  and  Siufo- 
roso  Pumeraio  and  others  whose  names  the  deponent  does  not  remember,  and  deponent  an- 
swered that  he  neither  knew  the  two  nor  the  others,  and  that  according  to  verbal  ordere  from 
the  governor  for  them  not  to  be  admitted  on  board  when  they  presented  themselves  they  were 
refused,  and  did  not  go  that  voyage,  as  they  can  declare  in  proper  time.  This  being  finished, 
Vengoechea  took  declarations  froui  the  purser  on  the  same  subject  ,*  that  while  this  ^as  goinf 
on  the  mate  came  to  report  that  the  vessel  was  making  more  water  than  ordinary ;  that  be 
tried  to  find  out  the  cause ;  that  his  opinion  is,  on  this  point,  that  in  trying  to  bring  the  ves- 
sel to  in  this  place  she  got  upon  some  log  or  trunk  of  a  tree  which  was  the  cause  of  her 
making  water,  and  that  to  find  out  the  reason  was  impossible ;  that  Vengoechea  begged  of 
him  to  have  a  private  conference,  which  was  to  manifest  to  him  that  he  required  the  vessel  to 
carry  his  troops  to  Plato,  and  that  if  he  wished  to  do  this  service  they  could  enter  into  as 
arrangement  for  the  service  which  was  to  be  performed ;  and  if  not,  that  he  would  appropriare 
the  vessel  and  oblige  him  by  force  to  do  it ;  that  the  deponent  informed  Vengoechea  that  on 
no  account  could  he  accept  his  proposition,  because  he  had  no  authority  to  do  it,  as  it  was 
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mitirelj  contrary  to  the  instructions  of  the  Compania  Unida  issued  bj  R.  A.  Joy,  the  g^ene- 
ral  a^nt:  that  in  his  character  of  foreigner,  he  was  strictly  prohibited  from  m'xiu^  himself 
in  the  political  questions  of  the  country,  and  that  the  vessel  under  his  command  was  also 
fovmf^i  that  then  Vengoechea  ordered  troops  on  board,  to  which  he  offered  resistance ;  during 
this  time  he  had  the  American  flag  hoisted;  that  for  this  reason  Vengoechea  deposed  him 
from  his  command,  and  told  him  that  he  must  remain  under  arrest  on  board  the  vessel  ; 
that  deponent  heard  a  constant  use  of  the  pumps  ;  that  he  heard  orders  given  at  five  o'clock 
to  light  the  furnaces ;  that  from  half  past  six  to  seven  o'clock,  when  they  cast  off  the  vessel 
to  continue  the  voyage,  the  vessel  was  held  by  some  object  under  the  bottom ;  that  the  pilot 
w«8  forced  to  exercise  his  functions,  a  sentry  being  placed  at  each  door  of  the  pilot-house ; 
that  afiter  having  got  off  with  some  difficulty  from  toat  port,  they  ran  down  stream  until  they 
arrived  in  front  of  Calamar,  where  they  came  to,  and  made  the  vessel  fast,  placing  sentries 
to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  crew  ;  that  deponent  went  up  to  Vengoechea,  to  tell  him  that 
among  the  crew  there  were  Dutch,  English,  and  citizens  of  the  State  of  Bolivar  and  other 
States ;  that  Vengoechea  answered,  *'  it  little  signified ;  he  was  resolved  to  everything ;  he  ap- 
propriated the  vessel,  and  would  appropriate  the  people  also  ;  that  Vengoechea  ordered  him 
to  deliver  the  national  mail,  which  deponent  refused  to  do;  Vengoechea  said  that  be  himself 
would  take  and  deliver  it,  and  if  the  postmaster  refused  to  receive  it  he  would  order  it  to  be 
thrown  in  the  public  square ;  that  afterwards  he  delivered  to  him  a  decree  of  appropriation ; 
that  he  demanded  of  the  depooent  an  inventory  of  the  vessel,  which  was  made  out  by  the 
employ^  of  each  department  who  had  to  furnish  it,  which  document  was  signed  in  duplicate, 
Vengoechea  remaining  with  one  copy  and  the  deponent  the  other;  that  in  the  presence  of 
everybody  the  deponent  landed ;  that  when  on  shore,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Arazola,  Ven- 
ffoecjiea  told  him  that  he  ought  to  order  the  delivery  of  the  cargo ;  that  the  depooent  told 
him  be  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  vessel  or  cargo ;  to  which  vengoechea  answered  that 
if  he  had  known  that,  he  would  not  have  allowed  him  to  go  ashore ;  that  afterwards  he  saw 
them  commence  to  discharge  the  vessel,  which  continued  to  six  o'clock ;  that  uext  day,  very 
early,  they  recommenced  the  unloading,  all  the  time  with  troops  on  board,  and  a  war  bongo 
made  fast  to  the  stern ;  that,  when  deponent  was  deposed  from  his  command ,  he  hauled  down 
the  American  flag,  and  that  about  twelve  o'clock  the  vessel  started  down  river  without  the 
deponent  knowing  where  bound ;  that  of  all  he  has  stated  here  he  made  a  formal  protest 
signed  by  himbelr^  the  engineer,  purser,  and  five  passengers,  in  which  he  expressed  that  an 
act  of  violence  and  arbitrariness  had  been  committed,  the  same  as  done  by  lawless  people 
and  pirates ;  that  what  he  has  stated  is  the  truth,  which  he  affirms  and  ratifies  after  having 
read  it ;  said  he  was  called  as  already  stated,  resident  of  this  place,  and  a  sailor  by  profession. 
He  signs  after  the  judge  in  my  presence. 

EULALIO  LUNA. 

C.  A.  MAAL. 

MANUEL  M.  LASCANO,  Secretary, 

Provincial  Court, 

Baranquillaj  December  14,  1865. 
Report  received.    Let  the  witness,  James  McKeon,  as  he  does  not  know  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage, be  examined  through  an  interpreter ;  appoint  Eugenie  L.  Martinez  for  the  purpose, 
and  notify  him  of  it  that  he  may  accept,  and  take  the  oath. 

LUNA 
LASCANO. 
The  same  day  I  notified  R.  A.  Joy. 

JOY. 

LASCANO. 
Then  I  notified  Eugenie  L.  Martinez,  who  accepted. 

MARTINEZ. 
LASCANO. 

Then  appeared  Eugenie  L.  Martinez,  and  the  jnd^e  received  the  oath  that  he  gave  in  due 
form,  after  hearing  read  the  corresponding  articles  oi  the  penal  law,  and  offered  to  discharge 
well  and  faithfully  the  office  of  interpreter,  for  which  he  nad  been  named,  in  proof  of  which 
be  signs  after  the  judge  in  my  presence. 

EULALIO  LUNA. 

E.  L.  MARTINEZ. 

MANUEL  M.  L^CANO,  Secretary. 

Then  appeared  James  McKeon,  and  the  jud^,  through  the  interpreter,  administered  the 
oa4h  in  due  lorm,  &c.,  &.c  To  the  first  question,  he  answered  through  the  interpreter  that 
he  knows  R.  A.  Joy ;  is  39  years  of  age,  and  is  not  compromised  m  the  generalities  of  the 
law.  To  the  3d  question,  the  previous  one  not  applying  to  him,  he  answered  that  the  nia> 
chinery,  boilers,  and  everything  belonging  to  them  were  iu  good  working  order  at  the  time 
the  steamer  Antioquia  was  appropriated  by  Manuel  Vengoechea,  special  delegate  of  the  citi- 
■en  President  of  the  State  of^Magdalena. 

To  Uie  fourth  he  answered,  that,  more  or  less,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  mormng  of  the  11th  in- 
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Btant,  the  deponent  being  In  bed,  in  bis  room,  Mnnuel  Veng^oechea  sent  to  can  bim  to  propoM 
to  him  if  he  liked  to  continue  on  board  as  engineer,  being  paid  any  salary  be  Hked  toasi,  u 
which  deponent  answered  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  accept  any  sach  proposition,  becaiite 
he  was  a  foreigner,  and  did  not  wish  to  mix  himself  op  in  the  political  affiurs  of  the  coonby. 
That  about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  same  day  said  Yengoecbea  sent  a  vefbal 
order  for  deponent  to  deliyer  the  machinery  and  boilers  to  an  individual  who  was  on  bond, 
who  if  he  remembers  right  was  called  Manuel  Berrios,  and  who  was  a  tireman  in  the  steamer 
Estrella  in  this  port. 

To  which  deponent  answered  that  he  could  take  charge  of  them,  as  he  did  not  keep  themii 
his  month  or  his  pockets.  That  is  all  he  knows  about  the  affair ;  that  what  he  has  stated  is 
the  truth,  which  be  affirms  and  ratifies  after  having  read  it ;  said  he  was  called  as  stated: 
resident  of  this  place,  engineer  by  profession,  and  signs  together  with  hie  interpreter,  ^Iv 
the  judge,  and  in  my  presence. 

EULALIO  LUNA. 

JAMES  McKEON. 

E.  L.  MARTINEZ. 
MANUEL  M.  LASCANO,  Secnidry. 

The  same  day  I  delivered  them  to  the  party  interested. 

LA8CA50. 


GOYERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVmCE, 

Baranqutila,  December  14,  18^ 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  signatures  which  appear  in  this  document,  which  say  Eulafi* 
Luna,  Manuel  M.  Lascano,  are,  the  former  of  the  provincial  judge,  and  latter  of  his  seoe 
tary,  and  the  same  as  they  are  accustomed  to  use  in  all  their  official  acts. 

JUAN  DE  LA  C.  RUIZ. 

Gregorio  J.  Araoon,  Secretary, 


Consulate  op  the  United  States  of  Abierica  for  Sabanilla. 

I,  the  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Sabanilla,  do  herebj  certify 
that  the  foregoing  signatures  are  those  of  J  nan  de  la  C  Ruiz,  governor  of  the  province,  and 
Gregorio  J.  Aragon,  government  secretary  ;  that  they  are  the  same  as  they  are  accustonwd 
to  use  in  all  their  official  acts,  and  as  such  are  worthy  of  full  faith  and  credit. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  consulate  at  the  city  of  Barranquilla,  this  — 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1865. 

W.  A.  CHAPMAN, 
UmiUd  Stmtes  CautaL 


[Translation.  1 

Protest  of  owners  and  consignees  of  the  cargo  landed  in  Calammrfrom  the  apprepriated  steamer 

Antioquia, 

In  the  city  of  Baranquilla,  the  15th  day  of  December,  1865,  appeared  before  me  and  the  im- 
dermentioned  witnesses,  Messrs.  Andres  E  Mnusilla,  a  Danish  subject ;  A.  P.  Simmonds,  fm 
himself,  and  representing  Messrs.  C.  H.  Simmonds  &  Co.,  citizens  of  Hamburg;  Sandbeim 
&  Co.,  of  Bremen ;  Julio  A.  Deithezweig,  of  Hanover ;  Augustus  Struz,  representing  Mesffs. 
E.  Isaacs  &  Co.,  British  subjects ;  A.  &  J.  Senior,  of  Holland ;  J.  Helm  &  Co.,  of  Denmark: 
Acpli,  Gra8meyer  &  Co.,  of  Switzerland  and  Hamburg ;  Chapman  &  Martinez,  the  former  of 
the  United  States  of  America;  Julian  Ponce,  for  himself  and  as  factor  for  Pedro  Furfusso^a 
British  subject ;  Manuel  M.  Marquez,  attorney  for  his  father,  Estevan  Marquez :  Manoel 
Ujueta,  Jo86  Angel  de  la  Rosa ;  and  Joaquin  Antonio  de  la  Rosa  and  Joaquin  Antonio  de  Mier, 
all  these  last  of  this  State  of  Bolivar,  and  all  residents  and  merchants  of  this  city,  of  age,  and 
said,  that  having  received  notice  that  on  board  the  steamer  Antioquia  there  were  cargoes  <rf  pro- 
duce of  the  country  for  them,  and  that  they  had  been  landed  without  knowing  how  or  where,  taej 
applied  to  R.  A.  Joy,  the  general  agent  of  La  Compania  Unida  de  Navigacionpor  Vapor  en  el  rio 
Magdalena,  and  said  agent,  by  a  circular,  informed  them  that  Manual  A.  Vengoecbca,  in  tkt 
name  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  seized  by  force  the  steamer  Antioquia,  on  her  aownward  trip, 
with  the  cargo,  mails,  and  passengers,  on  the  1 0th  instant,  as  stated  in  the  protest  made  by  him  be- 
fore the  notary  public  of  the  province.  On  this  account  they  applied  to  the  notary  to  see  said  pro- 
test, as  also  that  made  afterwards  by  Christian  A.  Maal,  captain  of  the  Antioquia.  Tbey  fisd 
that  on  the  down  trip  of  the  steamer  Antioquia  with  the  national  mail  a  car|^o  of  produce  of  tbt 
country,  and  passengers,  in  a  place  called  Cotore,  a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  the  State  cf 
Magdalena  fired  a  gun  and  obliged  her  to  interrupt  her  voyage;  that  the  commander  of  that 
vessel  intimated  to  the  captain  that  he  had  an  order  to  guard  the  steamer  till  tbey  met  the 
delegate  of  the  President  of  the  State,  who  was  coming  with  the  rost  of  the  flotilla;  thai 
afterwards  Commander  Ramon  Valencia  arrived  in  another  war  ves<el ;  that  he  ma<1e  fans 
the  same  intimation,  and  shortly  afterwards  General  Manuel  Campo  Rodriguez  arrived  wttk 


DIPLOMATIC  CORBESPONDENCB.  499 

^re  more  yessels,  and  guarded  in  tbis  way,  they  insisted  upon  the  vessel  being  made  fast 
until  the  arrival  of  Manael  Vengoechea,  delegate  of  the  execntive  power  of  the  State  of  the 
Magdalena,  who  approved  of  all  that  had  been  done  by  Campo  Bodrignez;  and  because  the 
laiptain  retosed  to  return  with  the  vessels,  conveying  troops  and  towine  war  vessels,  he  dis- 
placed the  captain,  gave  a  decree  appropriating  the  steamer  and  took  Uie  vessel  to  CaUimar, 
landed  the  cargo  without  the  interference  of  the  captain  or  the  officer  whose  duty  it  was  to 
exercise  that  function,  and  without  either  of  them  being  able  to^give  an  account  ot  the  form^- 
ities  observed,  as  the  captain,  in  view  of  the  violence  exercised,  made  a  complete  abandon- 
ment of  the  vessel,  cargo,  and  even  of  the  mail ;  that  the  protestors,  counting  upon  the  guaran- 
tees of  the  national  constitution,  and  especially  of  the  law  of  the  25th  May,  1864,  which  so 
expressly  protects  the  navigation  of  the  rivers,  could  not  expect  such  an  abrupt  proceeduig 
as  nas  taken  place,  scandalously  infringing  the  laws  mentioned;  from  private  sources  they 
have  learned  that  the  cargoes  which  belong  to  them  are  in  Calamar,  without  knowing  for 
certain  whether  they  are  complete,  nor  in  tne  good  condition  in  which  they  were  at  the  time 
of  shipment,  because  the  captain  says  in  his  protest  that  after  the  detention  of  the  vessel  she 
began  to  make  a  good  deal  of  water,  and  the  captain  opined  that  she  might  have  received 
some  damage  in  the  place  where  she  was  made  fast,  whch  is  a  dangerous  one,  without  being 
able  to  remedy  the  evil  in  consequence  of  the  situation  in  which  he  found  himself,  which  did 
not  permit  him  to  disoccupy  the  holds  that  were  full  of  cargo ;  that  there  are  now  in  the 
port  of  Sabinalla  sufficient  vessels  to  carry  the  cargoes  to  tbeir  destination*  and  that  they 
might  obtain  moderate  rates  of  freight,  ivhich  will  not  happen  after;  that  up  to  the  present 
time  they  have  experienced  great  prejudice  in  their  interests,  and  know  not  what  may  orig- 
inate hereafter ;  on  which  aceouot,  to  c^ver  themselves,  and  in  the  names  of  those  they 
represent,  they  protest  once,  twice,  thrice,  and  as  many  more  times  as  may  be  necessary,  against . 
tbe  Compaiiia  unida,  to  whom  belongs  the  steamer  Antioquia  which  had  the  cargo  on  lK>ard  ; . 
against  tbe  high  functionaries  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  who  appropriated  the  vessel  and 
took  ont  the  cargo  which  was  on  board;  against  tbe  government  of  the  United  States  ef  ' 
Colombia,  Ut  which  the  State  of  Magdalena  is  dependent,  and  which  has  guaranteed  the  free  • 
navigation  «•[  the  river,  and  against  whosoever  more  it  may  be  convenient,  so  that  the  danuig^ 
losses,  preju<iices,  and  deterioriations  which  have  taken  pbice  np  to  the  present  time,  and  ma^r 
occur  bereHfter,  be  not  borne  by  them,  nor  by  the  several  owners  and  parties  interested^  but 
by  the  befort«uientioned  and  any  others  that  may  be  responsible ;  and  that  in  this  undeistand- 
iug  the  prutet<t(»r8  and  others  who  find  themselves  prejudiced  may  make  use  of  their  rights 
and  actions  which  may  belong  to  them,  for  to  that  intent  and  end  they  have  made  the  present. 
The  register  duty  has  been  paid,  as  shown  by  the  account,  which  copied  says  thus. : 


Administration  of  Finance, 

BaranquiUat  December  15,  1865. 

Measrs  Manuel  A.  Marqnez,  Andres  E.  Mansilla,  A.  P.  Simmonds,  Manuel  Ujueta,  Sand-  - 
heiui  &  Co  ,  J.  A.  Deitlzreig,  Jos^.A.  dela  Kosa,  Chapman  and  Martinez,  Augusta  Strong,  A. 
&,  J.  Seinor,  Julian  Ponce,  A.  Keleu  &  Co.,  Antonio  de  la  Rosa,  Acpli  Grasmayer  &  Co.,  and  . 
Joaquin  Ant,  Meir,  have  paid  two  dollars  for  the  register  duty  of  a  protest  which  they  are 
going  to  make.     $2. 

IHburo  C.  Aranjo  and  the  protestors,  who  are  known  to  me,  tbe  public  notary,  do  thus 
protest  and  redami,  and  asking  me  to  grant  as  many  copies  as  they  may  require,  thus  do 
make  and  sign  before  me  and  the  two  witnesses,  Atitano  Concha  and  J.  B.  Munez,  neighbors 
present:  Acpli- Granmayer  &  Co.,  J.  Helm  &,  Co.,  Julio  Dietlezweig,  P.  Fergusson,  in  liquida- 
tion Julian  Piince,  far  himself  Julian  Ponce,  Manuel  Malignetin,  Augustus  Stulz,  A.  P.  Sim- 
monds,  Joaquin  Antonio  Mior,  Antonio  de  la  Rosa,  Chapman  and  Martinez,  A.  ^  J.  Senior, 
Sandheim  &  Co.,  Jos6  Angel  de  la  Kosa,  Andres  £.  Manisilla,  Manuel  M.  Marquez,  Atitano 
Concha,  Juan  B.  Muuez,  Jos6  M.  Lascano,  notary  public. 

Done  before  me,  which  is  in  the  book  of  public  inscrumeiits  kept  by  me,  and  to  which  I 
refer  under  tlie  number  251 ,  and  to  deliver  to  the  parties  interested,  I  have  extracted  this 
third  copy  in  your  pages  of  corresponding  paper,  the  margin  of  the  first  rubricated ;  and  here 
1  sign  in  Baranquiila  this  December  16,  l;jt>5. 

[SEAL]  JOSfi  M.  LASCANO 

Notary  PMU, 


(.Translation.] 

FIRST  MEMORIAL  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMIIIA. 

Robert  A.  Joy,  agent  of  La  Compania  Unida  de  Navi^acion  por  Vapor  el  rio  Magdalena, 
represents  to  you  a  scandalous  act,  violating  the  free  navigation  of  the  nver  Magdalena,  guar- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


500  DIPLOMATIC  C0BEE8P0ND£NCK. 

anteed  by  the  third  paragraph  of  the  8th  article  of  the  national  constitntion,  and  bj  the  law  of 
the  25th  of  May,  1864,  toe  right  of  property  (guaranteed  by  the  fifth  paragraph,  article  15,  of 
the  same  constitution ;  the  security  of  the  persons  guaranteed  by  the  fourth  paragraph  of  article 
15  of  the  same  constitution;  existing  public  treaties  between  the  goTemmenta  of  Qieat 
Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America ;  the  rights  of  people,  and  the  tenth  article  of  the 
mail  contract  made  with  the  national  executive  on  the  ^th  of  April,  1864,  oblig^mtf  me  to 
abandon  my  domicile  in  Baranquilla  and  transfer  myself  to  this  capital  to  reclaim  firom  yoa 
the  cessation  of  the  outrage  and  the  corresponding  indemnification  -for  the  damages  and  prgo- 
dices  which  the  company  has  suffered  ana  may  suffer,  about  which  I  opportunely  made  the 
necessary  protests. 

'  The  act  is  as  follows  The  10th  of  December  last  the  steamer  Antioqnia,  on  her  return 
trip  with  the  national  mails,  passengers,  and  cargo  for  sundry  individuals,  was  detamed 
and  captured  by  war  vessels  ot  the  sovereign  State  of  Magdalena. 

The  following  day,  when  Mr.  Manuel  Vengoechea,  delegate  of  the  executive  power  of  the 
said  State,  arrived,  he«aid  that  what  had  been  done  with  the  steamer  Antioquia  had  be««i 
in  compliance  with  his  orders.  He  had  the  pretention  that  Captain  C.  A.  Maal  should  aban- 
don the  national  mail  and  car^o,  and  return  to  convey  his  troops  to  Plate,  which  the  cap- 
tain refused  to  do,  as  he  was  in  duty  bound.  Mr.  Vengoechea  then  decreed  the  appropriation  of 
the  steamer  Antioquia,  put  under  arrest  the  captain  on  board  his  own  vessel,  dispne- 
sessed  him  of  command,  took  the  vessel  to  Calamar,  then  made  the  passengers  land,  and 
put  on  shore  the  national  mail  and  cargo.  He  forced  the  pilot  and  crew  of  the  vessel  to 
continue  serving  and  destined  the  vessel  for  the  conveyance  of  troops  of  the  State.  That 
the  acts  referred  to  are  violations  of  the  constitution  and  national  laws,  of  the  trMties 
with  the  before-mentioned  nations,  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  cootract  referred  to,  do 
not  require  any  demonstration  ;  it  would  be  offensive  to  touch  upon  it ;  it  is  enough  to  read 
the  laws  quoted,  be  acquainted  with  the  international  rights  and  the  said  contract,  to  be 
convinced  of  it. 

Of  the  outrage  committed  by  the  delegate  I  passed  a  communication  to  the  executive 
power  of  the  sovereign  State  ot  Magdalena ;  but  I  could  not,  and  ought  not  to  have  under- 
stood myself  with  it  respecting  reclamations  and  indeiuniHcatious  which  have  to  be  estab- 
lished and  exacted  for  what  bus  happened,  because  the  matter  belongs  entirely  to  the  na- 
tional government,  as  it  concerns  the  navigation  of  a  river  which  washes  the  territoiT  of 
more  than  one  State,  as  also  tor  its  international  character,  on  account  of  the  violation  of  tbe 
treaties  and  rights  of  people,  accordiug  to  the  paragraphs  1st  and  6th  of  the  J7th  article  af 
the  constitution  and  toe  before  montioued  navigation  law. 

On  that  account  I  apply  to  you,  citizen  President,  as  soon  as  it  has  been  possible  for  ne 
to  do  so,  proving  sufficiently  with  tbe  accompanying  documents  the  acts  alluded  to,  and 
praying  that  you  will  immediately  decree  the  return  of  the  vessel,  which  will  be  received  in 
Baranquilla,  tbe  domicile  of  the  company,  if  she  should  bo  in  a  stato  for  service,  and  the  is- 
demnihcation  by  the  national  treasury  of  the  damages  and  prejudices  suffered,  and  wbicb 
the  company  represented  by  me  is  still  suffering,  according  to  the  terms  that  will  be  ex- 
pressed at  the  end  of  this  memorial,  for  the  outrages  already  mentioned.  The  prejudice 
experienced  by  the  company  from  this  occurrence  have  been  of  a  most  grave  character. 

Without  the  vessel  appropriated,  it  cannot  comply  with  tbe  multitude  of  engagements  ibr 
tbe  carriage  of  freight  nor  with  tbe  contract  made  with  the  national  goverument  fiir  the 
carriage  of  the  mans. 

It  is  not  hidden  from  the  citizen  President,  to  whom  I  address  myself,  the  great  importance 
of  making  effective  tbe  free  navigation  of  the  rivers,  which  the  general  government  has 
guaranteed,  and  this  will  not  be  obtained  without  making  effective  the  responsibility  of 
State  governments  and  fully  indemnilyitig  the  prejudices  caused  by  the  infraction  <^  the  na- 
tional laws  on  this  subject. 

The  indemnification  which  I  exact  is  as  follows :  for  the  value  of  the  freight  of  the  cargo 
which  was  on  board  of  the  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  capture  and  which  was  lost  to  the  company 
on  accoazit  of  not  being  able  to  deliver  the  same  $1,130  50. 

For  the  service  of  the  vessel  appropriated  and  the  injury  caused  to  the  company  by  tbe 
impedimeot  and  disorganization  of  its  business  from  the  i  I th  of  December  till  the  day  ia 
which  tbe  company  can  again  make  use  of  tbe  steamer  Antioquia,  for  every  day  three  bm- 
dred  dollars,.  ($300,)  besides  the  damages  the  vessel  may  have  received  and  of  the  artidtf 
that  may  be  wanting  in  the  inventory  at  the  time  of  delivering  the  vessel,  and  tbe  costs  of 
the  reclamation. 

In  case  of  the  total  loss  of  the  vessel,  or  deterioration  which  should  leave  her  useless, 
ker  value  is  $50,000. 

I  pray,  citizen  President,  that  you  will  come  to  a  quick  and  Jbvorable  resolution  of  ny 
petition,  so  as  to  avoid  greater  prejudices  to  tbe  nation  and  the  company. 

R.  A.  JOY. 

Citiaen  Presibemt. 
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[Translation.] 

Answer  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  to  first  memorial  of  R,  A.  Joy, 

UXITED  STATES  OF  COLOBfBIA,   NATIONAL   EXECUTIVR,   SECRETARY   OF   INTERIOR   AND 
FOREIGN  RELATIONS,  GOVERNMENT  DEPARTMENT,  SECOND  SECTION,  NUMBER  188. 

BifGOTA,  January  9,  1866. 
Mr.  Robert  A.  Joy  : 

From  tlie  petition  and  accompanying  docnments  which  yon  have  presented  to  the  na- 
tional executive  relating  to  the  intemiption  of  the  voyage  of  the  steamer  Antioquia  and  the 
forced  employment  of  her  for  the  conveyance  of  troops  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  it  appears 
that  on  the  iOth  of  December  last  said  steamer  was  detained  by  the  commander  of  the 
armed  vessels  of  said  State,  near  to  a  place  called  Cotore,  and  that  the  day  following  Mr. 
Manuel  VengOMSchea,  delegate  of  the  government  of  Magdalena,  issued  a  decree  temporarily 
taking  possession  of  said  steamer,  which  he  had  delivered  to  him  under  inventory,  and  leav- 
ing the  cargo  in  Calamar. 

In  this  office  there  are  data  that  the  President  of  Magdalena  has  lamented  the  abuse  re- 
ierred  to,  which  he  hastened  to  correct  as  far  as  possible,  offering  to  you  the  immediate  re- 
turn of  the  steamer,  for  which  he  proposed  the  appointment  by  you  of  an  agent  to  receive  it, 
and  offered  also  indemnification  without  the  necessity  of  reclamation,  complaint,  or  judg- 
ment, proposing  to  you  a  legal  and  just  arrangement  of  the  matter,  and  that  an  account 
should  be  given  of  all  to  the  general  government. 

Once  that  the  evil  was  caused,  what  was  important  was  to  lessen  the  results.  To  this 
end  he  tended  the  return  of  the  steamer,  and  your  refusal  to  receive  it,  because  the  return  was 
not  made  in  the  domicile  of  the  company,  did  not  consult  in  any  way  the  convenience  of 
the  company  itself,  nor  of  the  government,  that  the  prejudices  and  abuse  should  be  as  lim- 
ited as  possible. 

Therefore  the  responsibility  which,  without  dispute,  has  arisen  from  the  proceeding  of 
taking  the  steamer,  does  not  extend  to  damages  which  she  may  suffer,  nor  for  the  prejudices 
of  her  detention  further  than  for  the  time  she  was  detained,  but  not  for  that  posterior  to  the 
date  in  which,  as  was  offered,  and  which  undoubtedly  would  have  been  complied  with,  she 
might  have  been  returned,  but  for  the  obstinacy  of  the  ownere,  which  cannot  be  satisfactorily 
explained,  with  the  prolongation  of  the  evil,  and  with  the  exposure  of  the  steamer  to  ulterior 
daoiages  and  even  to  a  total  loss ;  the  company  was  not  empowered  to  compromise  the 
responsibility  of  the  government  nor  even  of  the  causes  but  their  own,  or  their  own  interests. 

I  have  received  an  order  from  the  citizen  President  to  establish  clearly  these  facts,  which 
must  serve  as  an  antecedent  to  the  company  in  the  demand  for  indemnification  to  which  it 
may  hare  a  right— the  amount  of  which,  and  those  immediately  responsible,  will  be  deter- 
mined .by  the  respective  tribunals. 

To  this  end,  all  the  documents  concerning  the  matter  have  been  passed  to  the  procurador 
of  the  nation,  and  orders  have  also  been  issued  for  the  return  of  the  steamer,  and  that  all  the 
necessary  documents  be  collected  about  the  damages  caused.  As  the  president  from  the 
State  of  Magdalena  is  the  constitutional  agent  in  that  State  of  the  government  of  the  Union, 
the  measure  adopted  by  said  president  for  the  return  of  the  steamer — a  measure  for  the  non- 
lulfilment  of  which  is  exclusively  responsible  the  company  which  did  not  deign  to  receive 
it,  so  that  the  evil  might  cease,  and  that  the  consequences  might  be  less  grievous  and  costly — 
that  measure  has  the  character  of  being  dictated  by  the  national  executive,  and  the  orders 
now  giTen  directly  cannot  be  considered  but  as  a  repetition  of  the  said  measure. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

SANTIAGO  PEREZ. 


[Translation.  ] 

second  memorial  to  the  government  of  the  united  states  of  COLOMBIA. 

Citizen  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia : 

Robert  A.  Joy,  agent  of  La  Compania  Unida  de  Navigacion  por  Vapor  en  el.  rio  Magda- 
lena, respectfully  represents,  that  the  communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and 
foreign  affairs  has  been  received,  dated  9th  inst..  No.  188,  of  the  2d  section  of  the  government 
department,  in  which  appears  the  desire  to  transcribe  the  resolution  of  the  executive,  to  my 
former  memorial  about  the  violent  appropriation  made  of  the  steamer  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany I  represeut,  navigating  the  river  Magdalena  with  passengers,  cargo,  and  national  mails, 
or  at  any  rate  to  give  me,  in  your  name,  aa  official  answer  to  my  l^fore  mentioned  repre- 
sentation. 

This  answer,  or  the  opinions  and  determination  these  involved,  oblige  me  to  address  you 
again,  and  to  take  the  liberty  of  analyzing  the  contents  of  that  communication  to  establish 
better  my  petition,  which,  permit  me  to  say,  has  not  had  the  reception  it  ought  to  have 
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The  company  represented  by  me  has  larjre  sums  of  money  invested  in  the  enterprise  ot 
steamers  navigating  the  river  Mac^alena,  based  on  the  secnritieB  and  (piarantees  offered  by 
the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  country. 

Other  companies  have  been  formed  and  operate  with  the  same  object.  Several  of  the 
richest  and  most  populous  of  the  States  of  Colombia  make  use  of  these  steamers  to  carry  oo 
an  active  and  important  commerce.  And  the  whole  nation,  more  or  less  directly,  is  interested, 
perhaps  in  a  greater  degree  than  the  company  which  I  represent,  in  knowing  what  is 
effectively  the  liberty  and  security  which  can  be  counted  upon  in  this  navigation — what  the 
value  of  the  promises  solemnly  repeated  relating  to  said  navigation. 

On  treating,  then,  of  the  appropriation  of  the  steamer  Antioquia,  I  discuss  a  question,  the 
solution  of  which  necessarily  affects  many  very  great  and  respectable  interests.  The  docu- 
ment  which  I  now  answer,  in  resumiog,  contains  the  following  points : 

1.  The  manifestation  by  the  executive  that  it  is  fully  informed,  that  on  the  J  0th  of  last  De- 
cember the  steamer  Antioquia  was  detained  on  her  voyage,  forcibly  appropriated  and  placed 
in  the  service  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  while  said  vessel  was  loaded  with 
merchandise  and  with  passengers,  and  the  bags  of  the  national  mail  on  board. 

2.  The  knowledge  ot  the  government  of  the  Union  that  Mr.  Manuel  Vengoecbea,  calling 
himself  an  agent  of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  possessed  himself  of  the 
official  a;id  private  correspondence  of  the  mail  which  was  on  board  said  steamer,  giving  tbcm 
such  direction  as  he  thought  convenient. 

3.  The  opinion  ot  the  national  executive,  that  in  cases  like  the  present,  it  hss  only  to  pan 
to  the  procurador  of  the  nation  the  documents  presented,  so  that  the  tribunals  may  deteimine 
the  amount  of  damages  caused,  and  who  are  responsible  to  the  company. 

4.  The  opinion  also  of  the  executive,  that  the  agent  of  La  Compania  Unida  ought  to  hare 
yielded  to  toe  vague  indication  made  by  the  president  of  Magdalena,  by  appointing  an  agent 
to  convey  himself  to  any  point  that  that  functionary  might  wish,  to  receive  the  appropriated 
vessel,  and  for  not  having  consented  to  this  indication  the  damages  which  I  can  claim 
ceased,  since  the  time  that  said  president  made  the  offer. 

5  The  national  executive  considers  that,  as  the  president  of  the  State  of  Magd^ena  is  the 
constitutional  agent  of  the  government  of  the  Union  of  said  States,  the  measure  adopted 
by  said  president  for  the  return  of  the  steamer  (of  course  of  the  form  in  which  he  presented 
it)  •  *  *  *  has  the  character  of  being  dictated  by  the  national  executive, 
and  the  orders  now  g^ven  directly  can  only  be  considered  as  a  repetition  of  said  measoie. 
Such  are,  in  summary,  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  before  mentioned  note  of  the  secretary 
of  the  interior  and  foreign  affairs. 

In  analyzing  them  I  shall  be  short,  because  I  do  not  believe  the  opportunity  has  arrived  to 
occupy  myself  with  all  the  questions  suggested  in  the  note. 

The  executive  of  the  Union  being  informed  that  certain  individuals,  in  the  name  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  had  forcibly  possessed  themselves  of  a  vessel  belonging 
to  the  Compania  Unida,  discharged  her  cargo  on  one  of  the  banks  of  the  Magdalena,  taken 
possession  of  the  official  and  private  correspondence  which  she  had  in  the  national  mail,  sod 
the  vessel  placed  in  the  service  of  that  State  to  make  war  upon  its  interior  enemies,  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  which  knows  all  this,  only  finds,  in  this  complex 
act  in  the  accumulation  of  outrages,  a  question  of  indemnification  to  the  company  injured, 
for  which  alone  has  the  procurador  of  the  nation  been  instructed. 

I  cannot  conceal  from  you,  citizen  President,  the  surprise  with  which  I  have  seen  ^e 
restricted  proportions  which  have  been  attributed  to  such  like  excesses.  If  the  authorities  of 
the  State  of  Magdalena  are  only  responsible  for  the  injuries  caused  to  the  company,  what 
else  would  they  have  had  to  do,  if  the  law  had  allowed  them  to  take  the  vessels  navigation 
the  river  whenever  they  required  them  7  What  becomes  of  the  constitutional  guarantees  sod 
those  especially  granted  by  the  law  of  the  25th  of  May,  1864,  on  navigation,  as  well  as  the 
one  in  continuation  of  it,  and  the  solemn  compact  in  the  contract  for  carriage  of  the  mails, 
which  has  not  loog  been  made  with  me?  What  signifies  the  25th  article  ot  the  law  of  tin 
29th  of  April,  1865,  organizing  the  national  mails,  which  says :  *'All  ordinary  or  extmordinaiy 
mails  will  enjoy,  during  the  journey,  perfect  guarantee  for  the  persons,  beasts,  and  vehicles 
indispensable  for  the  compliance  with  the  service."  «  «  #  •  Inconsequence, 
they  ought  to  be  protected  and  assisted  by  the  authorities  on  the  route,  and  cannot  be  de- 
tained by  any  authority,  emploj6,  or  functionary  unless  the  conductor  has  committed  some 
grave  offence.  »  #  »  ♦  y^^  what  does  the  case  of  procedure  in  criminal 
affairs  form  part  of  the  national  legislation,  especially  the  articles  1st,  2d,  and  I'Jth  and  the 
penal  code,  according  to  which  the  infractions  of  the  law  ought  to  be  punished. 

Let  us  geoeialize  the  opinions  of  the  executive  on  this  point,  and  we  will  see  if  the  act  of 
the  appropriation  of  the  steamer  Antioquia  is  so  insignificant  as  is  pretended,  and  if  it  can  be 
sustained  by  the  side  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  country. 

Taking  the  doctrine  of  the  executive  from  the  special  to  the  general,  and  it  is  equivalent 
to  the  following : 

In  eveiT  case  in  which  a  vessel  conveying  cargo,  passengers,  and  national  mail  bags,  is 
taken  by  force  by  agents  of  the  State  governments  the  shores  of  which  are  washed  by  the  waten 
of  the  rivers  navigated  by  said  vessels,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  navigation  of  which  is 
reserved  for  the  general  government,  this  will  limit  itself  to  the  instructions  of  the  procuFidcc 
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of  Uie  nation  of  i^vhat  has  happened,  that  he  maj  promote  before  the  tribunals  what  may  be 
necessary  to  clearly  establish  the  iujury  occasioned  to  the  owner  of  the  ves«el,  and  who  are 
the  parties  immediately  responsible  for  the  damage.  For  the  rest,  the  States  are  free  to 
appropriate  steamers  in  all  t-he  rivers,  to  possess  themselves  of  the  mail  bags  and  specie  they 
carry,  and  to  do  with  them  whatever  they  think  proper. 

I  do  not  believe,  citizen  President,  that  the  above  doctrine  can  possibly  be  sustained.  The 
simple  enunciation  of  it  is  sufficient  to  combat  it ;  nevertheless  allow  me  to  bring  forward 
the  following  disposition : 

First.  The  sixth  paragraph  of  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  national  constitution  exclusively 
attributes  to  the  national  government  the  arrangement  of  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  which 
wash  the  territories  of  more  than  one  State. 

Second.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  same  constitution  prohibits  the 
States  from  restricting  by  imposts,  or  in  any  other  manner,  the  navigation  of  the  rivers. 

Third.  The  first  article  of  the  before-mentioned  law  of  the  29th  of  April,  1865,  organizing 
the  national  mails,  says  that  the  mails  constitute  a  special  administrative  department  of 
the  government  of  the  Union,  and  the  object  of  which  is  to  carry,  secure,  and  guarantee 
the  correspondence,  printed  papers,  and  parcels  which  are  seut  by  the  mail  lines  kept  by  the 
national  goYemment. 

Fourth.  The  third  principal  object  of  the  national  mail,  as  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  same 
law,  is  to  protect  commerce  and  the  national  industry,  by  conveying  with  safety  and  despatch 
the  correspondence  and  funds  by  the  mail  lines  of  the  Union. 

Ftfth.  The  twenty-eighth  article  of  the  same  law  imposes  upon  the  authorities  the  duty  of 
supplying  individuals  to  guard  and  escort  a  mail  that  may  be  threatened,  and  to  them  the 
daty  of  resisting  anv  attack  with  valor,  and  by  use  of  arms. 

^zth  and  last.  The  tenth  article  of  the  contract  made  with  the  Compania  Unida,  for  which 
I  am  aeent,  for  the  carriage  of  the  Atlantic  mail,  says:  ** The  public  authorities  of  the  place 
situated  on  the  route  which  the  mails  have  to  travel,  from  this  capital  to  Santa  Marta,  shall 
not  embarraas  in  any  way  the  operations  of  the  vessels  destined  for  the  mail  service,"  &c. 

Not  even  necessity  could  extenuate  the  proceeding  that  I  complain  of,  because  it  is  to  the 

Sint  to  observe  to  you  that  the  appropriation  of  toe  steamer  Antioquia  was  decreed  by  Mr. 
anuel  Yengoechea,  partner  of  a  sieam  navigation  company  which  makes  a  stmng  opposi- 
tion to  the  Compania  Unida;  that  it  was  done  at  a  short  distance  from  Baranquilla,  in  which 
Dort  were  the  steamers  unloaded  of  the  company  to  which  he  belongs ;  that  consequently  if 
Mr.  Vengoechea  or  his  government  was  necessitated  for  a  steamer,  he  might  have  con- 
tracted for  one  of  his  own  company,  without  the  necessity  of  appropriating  one  belonging  to 
others,  which,  as  I  have  said  before,  was  not  in  circumstances  to  render  service  to  the  appro- 
priating government.  I  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  supremo  magistrates  of  the  nntion 
not  to  be  persuaded  that  after  studying  a  little  more  this  matter,  they  will  give  it  the  import- 
ance which  it  merits. 

It  is  sustained  that  the  agent  of  the  Compania  Unida  ought  to  have  accepted  the  vague 
indication  of  the  president  of  the  State  of  Magdalena,  to  appoint  an  agent  who  should 
receive  the  appropriated  steamer  in  the  place  that  he  should  determine,  a  doctrine  which  I 
esteem  entirely  unacceptable.  If  the  government  of  the  State  of  Magdalena  had  a  legal  right, 
which  it  has  not,  to  take  the  vessel  of  the  Compania  Unida  whenever  it  liked,  it  would  still 
be  a  preteuHlon,  more  than  irregular,  to  think  that  the  company  should  be  bound  to  go  and 
receive  the  appropriated  vessels  in  the  place  appointed  by  the  appropriating  government. 
Even  under  this  supposition,  the  company  would  have  an  indisputable  right  to  exact  that 
the  delivery  should  be  in  the  place  of  its  domicile,  because  no  legislation  autnorizes,  nor  could 
aathorize,  debtors  to  pay  whenever  they  thought  proper. 

Well,  then,  if  from  a  legal  act  does  not  emanate  the  correlative  right  to  the  obligation  which 
is  pretended,  how  can  it  for  an  act  which  is  not  authorized  by  law,  but  on  the  contrary  is 
prohibited  and  punishable  7  How  can  such  a  right  be  suggested,  or  arise  such  obligation  7  For 
the  rest,  in  my  opinion  it  is  more  thau  doubtful  that  the  order  for  the  delivery  of  the  vessel 
would  have  oeen  complied  with,  for  it  is  clear  that  if  the  president  of  Magdalena  really 
laoieuted  the  act  of  appropriation,  and  desired  to  deliver  the  vessel,  he  would  not  have 
limited  himself  to  a  simple  offer,  but  would  have  disapproved  plainly,  and  with  the  energy 
belonging  to  a  public  functionary,  the  conduct  of  his  agent;  he  would  have  ordered  the  return 
of  the  steamer  to  Baranouilla,  and  would  have  made  a  judicial  deposit  of  it,  in  case  the 
company  was  not  disposed  to  receive.  This  is  the  process  in  such  cases.  But  to  pretend 
that  the  agent  of  the  company  should  expose  himself  to  a  mock ;  to  pretend  that  he  should 
receive  orders  from  the  authors  of  the  outrage  committed ;  to  pretend  that  he  should  go  humbly 
to  the  place  which  should  be  pointed  out  to  get  back  what  had  been  forcibly  wrested  from 
him ;  to  pretend  that  the  affair  should  be  amicably  arranged,  was  to  pretend  what  was  impos- 
sible for  a  man  of  dignity  who  was  aware  of  his  rights. 

The  eompany,  besides  humiliating  itself  with  like  proceeding,  would  have  tacitly  renounced 
its  recourse  against  the  general  government,  and  established  a  terrible  precedent  for  the  future. 
Although  the  point  I  am  now  going  to  occupy  myself  with  is  not  entirely  clear,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  refute  the  opinion  therein  contained,  in  case  it  should  have  been  the  intention 
of  the  executive  to  decline  the  responsibility  which  directly  belongs  to  it  in  this  matter,  by 
Aonooncing,  as  it  does,  that  the  tribunals  will  decide  the  quantity  of  the  indemnification,  and 
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who  are  respoDsible,  for  the  Compama  Unida  will  neyer  admit  in  BQch  cases  that  it  shoold  he 
fmbject  to  the  ordinary  tribunals,  or  that  the  damages  should  be  awarded  bj  the  executors  ef 
the  acts. 

In  my  character  of  foreigner,  and  as  the  representative  of  foreign  interests,  I  am  authorised 
to  exact  the  oajment  of  damages  which  have  been  caused  ns  from  the  general  gOTemmeiit^ 
with  which  alone  can  I  understand  myself  when,  in  treating  of  the  matter  in  hand,  interna- 
tional rights  are  concerned.  The  political  constitution  of  this  nation  expressly  recognixeB  tins 
doctrine  as  much  in  the  ninety-first  as  in  the  paragraph  of  the  twenty-first  article,  in  which 
it  says  that  **  the  indemnification  which  the  Union  may  have  to  awiurd  for  riolatin^  acts  of 
the  individual  guarantees,  recognized  in  the  fifteenth  article,  committed  by  State  ranctkni- 
aries,  will  be  charged  to  the  rAspective  States,  which  will  be  responsible  to  the  federal 
treasury  for  the  pecuniary  value  of  the  indemnification  awarded." .  The  direct  responsibility 
of  the  general  government,  on  the  other  part,  is  very  clear,  because,  being  bound  to  arrange 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Magdaleua,  to  maintain  there  the  individual  guarantees,  and  to 
comply  with  its  own  contracts,  it  is  responsible  for  the  illegal  acts  there  committed  on  aeoonnt 
of  the  inefficiency  of  the  protection  ot  the  government. 

The  observations  which  I  must  make,  citizen  President,  on  the  points  which  remain  to  be 
analyzed,  are  not  less  terminate.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  interest  of  the  government  in  tfas 
quBKtion  is  even  greater  than  mine. 

The  answer  to  which  I  allude  says  this,  which  it  is  necessary  to  repeat:  "  As  the  PieddeDt 
of  the  State  of  Magdalena  is  the  constitutional  agent  of  the  government  of  the  Union  in  said 
State,  the  measure  adopted  by  said  President  for  the  return  of  the  steamer  is  the  same  as 
if  dictated  by  the  national  executive,"  although  that  President  never  informed  me  that  in  this 
case  he  was  acting  as  such  agent.  If  this  werf*  so,  Ihe  deduction  would  be  rightly,  that  all  the 
acts  done  1^  that  functionary  in  which  national  interests  are  concerned  ought  to  be  considered 
as  acts  peribrmed  by  the  general  government. 

Thus,  then,  the  extracti(»n  of  the  funds  from  the  custom-house  of  Santa  Marta  by  that  magis- 
trate to  sustain  the  war  in  which  that  State  is  involved,  an  act  which  is  genefally  attributed 
to  him,  ought  to  be  considered  as  done  by  the  general  government,  which  in  my  humble 
opinion  you  will  not  accept,  nor  in  justice  ought  it  to  be  said ;  such  a  mode  of  reasoning 
appears  to  me  that,  besides  going  contrary  to  the  truth  of  the  fact,  involves  a  community 
between  the  sectional  governments  and  the  general  government,  incompatible  with  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  States. 

For  me,  what  is  certain  is  that  the  President  of  the  State  of  Magdalena  never  thoup^ht  of 
giving  said  order  as  ag^nt  of  the  general  government,  and  that  to  accept  it  as  imphcitlv, 
including  the  will  of  the  national  executive  in  such  like  acts  as  these  functionaries,  would 
obligate  the  acceptance  always  in  the  same  way,  and  in  every  case,  which  is  entirely  unsos- 
tainable 

Having  terminated  this  short  examintion,  the  moment  has  arrived  to  state  the  object  of  my 
first  memorial,  and  that  of  this  representation.    It  is  confined  to  two  principal  points: 

1st.  To  denounce  to  the  general  government  the  illegal  acts  commiued  against  the  property 
of  the  Compauia  Unida  de  Vapor  en  el  rio  Magdalena,  the  ill  usage  of  the  employ^  of  the 
steamer  Antioquia,  the  attack  on  the  liberty  of  industry  to  which  they  were  victims,  and  the 
hindrance  to  the  progress  of  the  mail,  passengers,  and  cargo  that  were  on  board  said  steamer. 

2d.  To  protest,  as  I  do  again  protest,  to  recover  in  proper  time  from  the  general  govenunent 
the  damages  and  losses  which  have  been  experienced  by  the  company  that  I  represent,  tke 
estimate  I  made  in  my  previous  memorial  serving  as  a  basis. 

With  rciipect  to  the  first  part,  which  is,  without  doubt,  the  principal,  and  upon  which  I 
beg  of  you  to  fix  your  alteniion,I  believe  that  my  duty  is  accomplished  as  far  as  I  can  do  it. 
The  reparation  which,  without  doubt,  will  be  given  for  the  grievances  done,  is  chiefly  de- 
mandea  by  the  public  strongly  interested  in  the  matter.  As  to  the  second,  it  is  not  time  to  pio- 
ceed  further  in  this  discussion.  Therefore  I  limit  myself  to  solicit  respectfully  that  an  order  be 
given  me,  so  that  in  the  presence  of  an  agent  of  the  local  government  and  of  a  judge  or 
notary,  the  steamer  Antioquia  be  delivered  to  me  in  the  port  of  Baranquilla,  the  State  in  which 
she  is  found  at  the  time  to  be  minutely  stated. 

To  terminate  this  representation,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  request  you  to  re^d  the  accom- 
panying official  document,  in  which  the  President  of  the  State  of  Magdalena  orders  me  not  to 
allow  the  mail  steamers  to  touch  in  Banco,  on  account  of  there  being  troops  opposed  to  his 
government.  On  this  point  I  would  wish  an  express  declaration  fi'om  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  that  this  document  be  placed  also  to  the  procurador  general  of  the  nation. 

Deign,  citizen  President,  to  attend  to  this  representation,  and  resolve  in  accordance  with  it 

R.  A.  JOY. 

Bogota,  January  16,  1866. 
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[TranfllatioD.] 

innrsD  states  op  Colombia,  sovereign  state  op  BfAGDALENA— secretary  gen- 
eral—number 1,022,  SECTION  OP  government. 

•Santa  Marta,  December  15,  1865. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  State  has  received  the  note  which  yon  have  directed  him  from 
Baran^uilla,  dated  12th  instant,  advising  him  that  Mr.  Manuel  Ven^oechea,  agent  of  the 
executive  power  of  the  State,  had  taken  the  sieamer  Antioqnia  for  the  service  of  this  govern* 
ment,  and  I  have  heen  instructed  to  answer  you  in  the  following  terms : 

The  citizen  President  laments  the  act  of  fiaving  taken  the  steamer  Antioquia  hy  the  dele- 
gate of  the  executive  power,  and  he  laments  it  for  several  reasons,  among  them  because  said 
veMel  carried  the  national  mail ;  but  the  agent  of  this  government  having  found  himself 
obliged  by  circumstances  to  adopl  this  measure,  the  executive  power  cannot  do  anj'thing  else 
than  give,  as  it  does  in  fact  this  day.  an  order  to  the  delegate  to  immediately  deliver  the  ves- 
sel to,  the  person  whom  you  may  appoint,  which  can  take  the  cargo  left  in  Calamar. 

As  to  the  mail  which  was  abandoned  by  the  captain,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure  of  the  vessel, 
Mr.  Yengoechea  thought  fit  to  forward  it,  so  that  the  public  might  not  be  delayed  in  the 
receipt  of  their  correspondence. 

The  executive  of  this  State,  I  repeat  to  you,  laments  what  has  happened  with  the  steamer 
Antioquia;  but  as  it  is  a  consummated  act,  it  is  ready  to  indemnify  the  Compania  Unida  the 
prejudices  which  it  has  suffered,  so  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  fix  the  basis  upon  which  to 
arrange  in  this  case. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  CAMPO  SERRANO. 

Mr.  Robert  A.  Joy. 


[Translation.] 

UVITED  STATES  OP  COLOMBIA,  SOVEREIGN  STATE  OP  MA6DALENA — SECRETARY  GENERAL 

OP  THE  SJATE. 

Santa  Marta,  December  14,  1665. 
It  having  been  thought  convenient  that  the  mail  steamer  should  not  touch  in  the  Banco, 
on  account  of  that  place  being  occupied  by  rebels,  who  might  commit  some  attempt  against 
the  mail,  the  citizen  President  of  the  State  orders  me  to  call.upon  you  to  order  the  captain  not 
to  toach  there. 

J.  M.  CAMPO  SERRANO. 
Mr.  Principal  Agent 

of  La  Compauia  Unida  dt  Navigacion  par  Vapor  en  el  Rio  MagdaUna. 


[Translation.] 
An»v>er  of  government  of  United  States  of  Colombia  to  second  memorial  of  R,  A,  Joy. 

UNITED   states   OP    COLOMBIA,   NATIONAL   EXECUTIVE— SECRETARY  OP    INTERIOR   AND 
POUEIGN  APPAIRS— DEPARTMENT  OF  GOVERNMENT,  SECTION  SECOND,  NUMBER.  189. 

Bogota,  January  18,  1866. 
The  executive  of  the  Union  has  ordered  the  citizen  President  of  the  State  of  Magdalena  to 
retam  the  steamer  Antioquia,  the  use  of  which  was  appropriated  from  the  company  that  von 
are  agent  for,  by  the  delegate  of  the  said  magistrate,  in  the  terms  of  the  decree  of  the  lOth  of 
last  December. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SANTIAGO  PEREZ. 
Mr.  Robert  A.  Joy. 


Law  of  April  7,  1852,  declaring  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  of  the  republic  free  to  merchant 

steam  vessels. 

The  senate  and  chambers  of  representatives  of  New  Qranada,  in  congress  assembled,  de- 
cree: 

Article  1.  From  and  after  the  publication  of  this  law  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  of  the 
repablic  is  open  to  foreign  merchant  steam  vessel  under  their  own  flag. 

^.  Privileges  granted  bv  law  and  agreements  which  have  obtained  the  approbation  of  con- 
gress are  not  interfered  with  by  the  contents  of  this  article. 
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Article  2.  Foreifrn  vessels  are  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  oblintions  to  which  natioDal 
ones  are  liable,  and  their  crttw  must  yield  obedience  to  the  nation^  authorities,  to  whom  all 
foreigners  are  subject. 

Article  3.  The  law  of  April  11,  1846,  respecting  inland  navigation,  is  herebjr  reformed 
in  terms  above  expressed. 

Article  4.  All  controversies  which  may  arise  in  consequence  of  the  enactments  of  this 
law,  or  respecting  its  sense  or  interpretation,  shall  be  determined  bj  the  magistrates  and  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  the  republic.   • 

No  foreigner  shall  in  any  case  allege  any  right,  immunity,  or  exemption  which  is  not  expressly 
recognisiea  or  granted  by  the  laws  or  public  treaties,  nor  shall  the  interierenceof  any  authority 
or  functionary  other  than  those  legally  established  with  jurisdiction  in  the  said  republic  be 
permitted. 
Issued  in  Bogota  April  5,  1852. 

JUAN  N.  AZNERO, 

PreMident  of  the  SefMfd. 
PATBOCINIO  CUELLAR. 
President  of  the  Chambers  of  Representmtives. 
MEDARDO  EIVAS, 

Secretary  of  the  Samtt, 


By  the  secretary  representative: 


N.  PEACIA  GAMBA. 


To  be  carried  into  effect  and  published. 


Bogota,  April  7,  1^2. 

JOSfi  HALARIO  LOPEZ, 

Secretary  of  foreign  Ajfairs. 
JOSlS  MARIA  PLAfA. 


[Translation.  ] 

Law  of  the  24th  May,  1856,  on  navigation  of  the  rivers. 

The  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  New  Granada,  in  congress  assembled,  decree : 

Article  1.  Navigable  rivers  which  extend  to  more  than  one  province,  and  those  which 
serve  for  exterior  commerce  may  be  freely  navigated  bv  every  description  of  merchant  ves- 
sels, of  whatever  tonnage,  either  national  or  foreign,  and  their  banks  are  of  free  access  to  all 
who  navigate  them.  The  municipal  governments  and  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  lands  cannot 
impose  any  tax  on  the  navigation  of  said  rivers,  or  the  vessels  which  navigate,  or  on  the 
merchandise  and  other  objects  carried  in  them. 

Art.  2.  Foreign  vessels  will  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  all  the  obligations  which 
weigh  upon  national  ones,  and  the  crews  to  the  dependence  of  the  national  authorities  to 
which  all  foreigners  are  subject. 

Art.  3.  In  points  where  tne  rivers  cross  the  public  roads  the  passage  is  free  to  every  de- 
scription of  craft,  but  if  in  any  of  these  passes  the  provincial  legislatures  deem  it  convenient 
for  the  facility  and  security  of  traffic  to  construct  bridges,  maintain  vessels,  or  establish  any 
apparatus  for  the  passage  of  the  river,  they  can  make  it,  provided  the  bridge  or  appafatos 
does  not  disturb  the  navigation  of  the  river  longitudinally,  aud  they  may  likewise  collect  t 
bridge  or  passage  toll,  or  permit  those  to  collect  it  to  whom  they  may  grant  the  privilege  of 
making  such  works. 

Art.  4.  The  toll  collected,  in  virtue  of  the  previous  article,  can  only  be  invested  in 
the  indemnification  of  the  cost  of  the  bridge,  vessel,  or  apparatus  destined  for  the  passage 
of  the  river  in  the  preservation  of  said  work,  in  the  service  of  said  pass,  and  in  the  improvement 
of  the  road  forming  part  of  said  pass. 

Art.  5.  If  the  points  in  which  the  passage  of  the  river  is  should  be  a  dividing  line  between 
two  provinces,  the  respective  municipal  governments  ought  to  agree  respecting  the  past, 
the  construction  or  establishment  of  tue  necessary  works,  and  the  division  between  the  two 
of  the  product  which  is  to  be  legally  invested. 

Art.  6.  If  one  of  the  municipalities  interested  in  the  pass  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  ought 
to  be  left  free,  the  other  cannot  subject  it  to  restrictions ;  out  if  a  desire  should  be  to  build  a 
brid^  and  one  of  the  municipalities  should  not  wish  to  participate,  the  other  alone  can 
provide  for  the  construction  ana  legally  invest  the  products. 

Art.  7.  Controversies  arising  in  consequence  of  the  dispositions  of  this  law  or  upon  its 
interpretation  or  understanding,  shall  be  decided  by  the  magistrates  according  to  the  Laws  of 
the  republic.  In  no  case  can  a  foreigner  allege  privilege,  immunity,  or  exemption,  not  reeof- 
nized  or  conceded  expressly  b  v  the  laws  or  public  treaties ;  nor  will  the  intervention  of  any  other 
authority  or  functionary  be  allowed  than  those  legally  established  with  jurisdiction  in  tke 
republic. 
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Art.  8.  Repeal  the  law  of  the  7th  of  April,  1853,  which  declares  free  the  navigation  of  the 
rirers      any  merchant  steam  vesseLs. 
Give    in  Bogota,  23d  of  May,  1856. 

JOSfi  MARIA  ORTEGA, 

President  of  Senate. 
I.  ANTONI  PARDO. 

President  of  Representatives, 
M.  M.  MEDINA, 

Secretary  of  Senate. 
MANUEL  POM  BO, 

Secretary  of  Representatives. 

Bogota,  May  24,  1865. 
Execute  and  publish  it* 

M.  M.  MALLARINO, 
Vice  President  of  the  Republic  in  charge  of  the  Executive  Power, 
LUCIANO  JARAMILLO, 

Secretary  of  the  Qovemment. 


[Translation.] 

Law  in  addition  to  that  of  the  24th  of  May^  1856,  9n  navigation 

The  congress  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  decrees  : 

Article  1.  The  Stales  being  prohibited  by  the  third  paragraph  of  the  8th  article  of  the 
eonstitation  from  restricting,  bv  imposts  or  in  any  other  way,  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  or 
other  navigable  waters  which  nave  not  required  canalization,  aud  it  being  moreover  the  ex- 
clusive attribute  of  the  general  government,  by  the  sixth  paragraph  of  the  17th  article  of  the 
constitution,  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  which  wash  the  territory  of  more  than  one  State,  or 
that  pass  on  to  a  bordering  nation,  the^  governments,  functionaries  or  employes  of  the  States 
are  prohibited — 

First,  to  impose  imposts  or  contributions  of  any  description  on  the  vessels,  passengers,  or 
merchandise,  with  the  exception  of  the  latter  when  it  is  offered  for  consumption  in  the  locali- 
ties destined  for  that  purpose. 

Second,  to  subject  to  formalities  of  any  description  the  loading  or  unloading  of  the  vessels, 
their  voyages  or  stations,  so  that  these  operations  may  be  conducted  with  the  utmost  freedom, 
and  without  restriction  or  detention  of  any  kind. 
Third,  to  subject  to  formalities  or  obligations  the  passengers  and  crew  of  vessels. 
Art.  2.  The  functionaries  or  employes  of  the  State  who  contraveue  the  dispositions  of  this 
law  will  be  personally  responsible  for  the  damages  and  prejudices  occasioned  by  their  acts. 
Given  at  Bogota,  19th  of  May,  1864. 

ANTONIO  FERRO, 

President  of  Senate, 
JOSfe  M.  SAMPER, 

President  of  Representatives. 
C.  BENEDETI, 

Secretary  of  Senate. 
ALEJANDRO  CORDOVA, 

Secretary  of  Representatives. 

Bogota,  May  25,  1864. 
Publish  and  execute  it 

M.  MURILLO. 
ANTONIO  DEL  REAL, 
Secretary  of  Finance  and  Improvement, 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  217.J  LBOATiOiX  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  February  6,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  Colombian  congress  commenced  its  annual  session  on  the  1st  instant. 
Ou  the  3d  General  Mosqnera  was  declared  elected  President  of  the  republic  for 
the  term  to  commence  on  the  1st  of  April  next,  when  he  will  be  inducted  into 
that  office  for  the  fifth  time.    He  will  arrive  here  from  Europe  about  the  Ist  of 
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Marcb.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  congregs  will  enter  on  any  important  bnsi- 
neas  before  his  inauguration,  although  the  country  is  much  in  need  of  legislative 
action.  The  congress  is  composed  almost  entirely  of  the  Mosquerista  brandi  <^ 
the  liberal  party,  and  the  members  are  understood  to  be  well  disposed  towards 
our  country. 

The  message  of  President  Murillo,  a  copy  and  translation  of  whicK  I  enclose— 
see  also  "Diario  Oficial,"  No.  ^51 — will  be  found  a  statesmanlike  paper,  and  is 
generally  satisfactory.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised,  however,  that  it  pictures  the 
condition  and  prospects  of  the  country  as  he  woidd  wish  them,  rather  than  as  thej 
actually  are.  Taken  literally,  it  is  calculated  to  make  a  too  favorable  impression 
abroad.  The  chronic  evils  and  wants  of  the  nation  are  either  passed  by  or  barelj 
alluded  to,  while  the  better  side  of  the  picture  is,  perhaps,  a  little  hopeful. 

A  remarkable  feature  of  the  message  is  the  just  views  taken  of  the  rights  of 
foreigners  in  Colombia.  Should  this  policy  be  adopted  by  the  confess,  and 
respected  by  the  States,  it  cannot  fail  to  bring  salutary  results  to  tlie  country. 
A  large  portion  of  the  burden  under  which  the  latter  labors  in  the  form  of  pub- 
lic debt  has  arisen  from  the  oppression  of  foreigners  by  unequal  taxaHon  and 
the  seizure  of  their  property.  The  message  in  this  respect  is  in  advance  of  its  pre- 
decessors. It  is  scarcely  to  be  hoped  that  the  congress  will  adopt  this  enlight- 
ened policy,  although  it  has  taken  it  into  consideration  with  some  favorable 
indications,  nor  if  adopted  is  it  probable  the  states  would  observe  it.  As  I  have 
frequently  said  before,  these  unjust  practices  of  the  States  in  the  time  of  peace, 
and  of  all  in  time  of  war,  have  been  so  long  in  use  as  to  have  become  fixed  habits 
with  the  nativ^es,  and  their  eradication  difficult.  I  believe  it  not  too  much  to  aj 
that  the  note  which  I  was  ordered  to  address  this  government  remonstrating 
against  the  law  of  April  19,  1865,  attached  to  my  No.  204,  had  much  iufluenoe 
in  bringing  about  this  desirable  announcement  by  the  executive. 

The  part  of  the  message  which  relates  to  the  isthmus  may  be  regarded  as 
highly  important  to  our  government,  and  in  my  judgment  demands  prompt  and 
attentive  consideration.  This  people,  morbidly  sensitive  and  jealous  in  all  that 
may  affect  its  dignity  or  sovereignty,  is  especially  so  with  respect  to  that  section 
of  its  territory.  The  proceedings  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Pearson,  Commander 
MacDiarmid,  General  French,  and  Consul  Rice,  as  they  have  been  reported, 
and  of  which  I  gave  some  account  in  my  Nos.  198,  211,  and  212,  have  pro- 
duced a  feeling  here  which  is  to  be  regretted.  This  feeling  does  not  extend  to 
our  government,  but  is  confined  to  the  alleged  conduct  of  these  officers.  It  'n 
due  to  them  to  say  that  no  definite  or  authentic  information  has  reached  me  justi- 
fying the  complaints  made  against  them.  The  evidence  in  support  of  the 
charges  which  I  have  seen  has  appeared  to  me  partial,  and  too  incomplete  to 
justify  any  decisive  action  until  after  further  inquiry  into  the  facts. 

Our  relations  with  the  isthmus,  arising  out  of  the  35th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1846,  are  the  object  of  jealousy  and  envy  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  and 
France.  As  anticipated  in  my  No.  192,  explanations  have  been  asked  by  her 
Majesty's  charg^  d'affaires  as  to  the  conditions  under  which  British  troops  can 
be  allowed  to  cross  the  isthmus.  This  move  was  probably  intended  to  call  out 
the  result  of  General  Sickles's  mission,  about  which  the  Colombian  government  haa 
maintained  entire  secrecy.  The  government  has  experienced  some  embarrass- 
ment on  the  subject,  but  its  answer,  contained  in  the  foreign  secretary's  report, 
pages  105  and  106,  herewith  enclosed,  will,  I  believe,  be  found  satisfactory  to 
our  government.  I  feel  fully  justified  in  the  opinion  that  both  these  powers 
would  be  gratified  to  see  an  end  put  to  this  article  of  the  treaty,  while  neither 
is  perhaps  willing  to  enter  into  a  similar  one.  It  is  not  likely  that  Colombia 
will  decide  to  give  the  stipulated  notice  for  its  termination.  In  connection  wkh 
this  subject  I  beg  to  refer  to  my  No.  143,  of  January  16,  1865. 

The  concession  lecently  made  to  an  English  company  for  the  conBtmetion 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


DIPLOMATIC   0ORBB8PONDENCE.  509 

of  a  canal  across  the  isthmas  is  an  important  measure.  (See  report  of  the 
secretary  of  Hacienda  i  Fomento,  pages  64  and  114,  hereto  annexed.)  I  hap- 
pened to  know  that  an  English  company  was  preferred  to  others,  for  the  reason 
that  any  danger  of  an  nndae  preponderance  of  our  influence  on  the  isthmus  will 
be  thereby  guarded  against.  I  doubt  the  real  purpose  of  the  grant,  and  suspect 
that  it  will  turn  out  a  bubble.  Mr.  Daniel  H.  Teller,  of  New  York  city,  has  an 
agent  here  seeking  a  like  privilege  by  a  different  route,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  he 
will  succeed. 

British  influence  has  been  potent  in  this  nation  from  its  origin.  Should  that 
far-seeing  people  undertake  the  construction  of  this  canal  in  good  faith,  and 
a  diminution  6{  our  treaty  rights  be  brought  ahout,  serious  inconveniences 
might  result  to  us.  A  formidable  agency  to  this  end  is  British  capital.  Sub- 
stantially the  whole  of  the  Colombian  foreign  debt  is  held  by  British  subjects, 
who  have  pledged  as  security  37J  per  cent,  of  the  custom-house  receipts,  which 
little  more  than  pays  the  interest.  This  indebtedness  has  been  considerably 
increased  within  the  last  Ave  years,  and  there  is  a  fair  prospect  that  it  will  soon  bo 
greatly  augmented  by  new  loans  and  investments  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  government  for  projected  roads,  &C.,  which  the  wants  of  the  country  do 
not  require,  and  which  cannot  redound  to  its  interest.  While  it  is  not  to  be 
donbted  that  Colombian  sympathy  for  the  United  States  is  strong,  this  control  of 
her  resources  by  Great  Britian  has  heretofore  been,  and  will  long  continue  to  be,  a 
power  difficult  to  combat.  The  wisest  and  most  anxious  Colombian  statesman 
is  unable  to  see  whei-e  this  power  is  to  end ;  for  the  reduction  of  the  public 
debt,  or  even  a  check  to  its  increase,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  present  or  probable  future  capacity  of  the  countr\'.  The  want  of  adminis- 
atative  ability,  integrity,  and  patriotism  is  calculated  to  inspire  gloomy  doubts  of 
the  final  solution  of  the  financial  problem,  without  grave  evils  to  the  country. 

In  my  No.  47  I  reported  a  conversation  held  with  an  eminent  politician  of 
this  country  in  relation  to  a  projected  separation  of  the  State  of  Panama  from  the 
republic.  This  idea  still  exists  with  the  people  of  that  State.  The  federal  gov- 
ernment is  not  without  fears  of  its  ability  to  hold  this  part  of  its  territory  in 
subjection,  and  contribute§  $50,000  a  year,  nominally  to  aid  in  sustaining  the 
local  government,  but  really  to  attach  the  inhabitants  to  the  confederation.  The 
latter  have  an  idea  that  once  free  from  the  interior,  for  which  they  have  a  strong 
aversion,  and  under  the  protection  of  a  strong  power,  they  would  own  the  national 
interest  in  the  railroad,  establish  custom-houses,  and  thus  enjoy  an  abundance 
which  they  are  not  inclined  to  acquire  by  industrial  pursuits.  Were  the  guarantee 
of  our  treaty  abrogated,  and  the  Pacific  road  completed,  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  Great  Britain  or  France  would  look  with  aisfavor  on  such  an  enterprise, 
which  if  opportunelv  undertaken,  the  chances  would  be  largely  in  favor  of  its 
successful  accomplishment 

These  considerations,  though  in  part  speculative,  have  seemed  to  me  not 
entirely  unworthy  of  attention,  taken  in  connection  with  the  helplessness  of 
Colombian  finances.  In  illustration  of  the  want  of  financial  sagacity,  and  the 
depressed  condition  of  the  revenues,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
Hacienda  i  Fomento,  herewith  enclosed,  pages  51-53.  Injudicious  as  the  oper- 
ation there  explained  may  appear,  this  government  would  repeat  it  to-day  for  a 
Dmch  larger  amount.  It  has  indeed  had  an  agent  in  London  for  nearly  a  year, 
seeking  loans  for  like  purposes,  which,  if  obtained,  would  amount  to  not  less 
than  ten  millions  of  dollars.  He  has  succeeded  in  part,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
appendix  to  this  report. 

I  b^  to  call  attention  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  foreign  secretary. 
The  parts  marked  with  the  numbers  of  my  despatches  treating  on  the  same  sub- 
jects give  a  tolerably  accurate  statement  of  their  present  state.  This  document, 
as  well  as  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  Hacienda  i  Fomento,  contains  some 
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interesting  information  concermng  the  country,  of  which  I  will  say  nM>re  in  a 
subsequent  number,  No.  219. 

Despatch  from  the  department  No.  134,  of  November  9th,  1865,  was  reedved 
on  the  5th  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Eon.  William  H.  Skward, 

tSecretary  of  Siate,  WashingUm,  D.  C. 


[Translation.] 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNFTED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA  TO  THE  COKGRE9S 

OF  J866. 

Citizens  f  Senators,  and  Representatives : 

The  panctual  meeting  of  congress  this  year  in  the  midst  of  perfect  peace  fills  my  higliesi 
aspirations.  Although  still  strong  between  the  combatants  the  hatreds  generated  bj  a  pro- 
longed war,  I  found  the  Union  entering  on  peace  at  taking  charge  of  the  executive  power, 
and  it  has  been  my  highest  aim  to  surrender  it  to  my  successor  in  the  same  ciwdidoD. 
This  situation  is,  moreover,  made  secure  by  the  demoralisation  of  the  party  which  mii^ 
desire  to  oppose  it,  by  the  recognition  which  all  have  had  to  yield  to  the  existing  govemmoit, 
and  by  the  palpable  advantages  of  the  liberal  and  tolerant  policy  which  springs  from  the  exist- 
ing constitution.  I  therefore  greet  you  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and  congratulate  yoa  on 
your  being  able  to  betake  yourselves  to  the  labor  of  perfecting  the  present  political  regimea 
and  providing  for  all  the  necessities  of  the  Union  in  perfect  calmness,  without  any  apprehen- 
sions for  the  permanence  of  the  work  of  Kio  Negro  (the  national  constitution)  or  tl^  liberty 
aod  independeuce  of  our  people. 

The  existing  system  of  policy  answers  to  the  two  great  exigencies  of  progresa — the  union  of 
forces  in  order  to  meet  those  difficulties  against  which  local  and  individual  action  would  be  impo- 
tent, and  that  of  disperhion,  whereby  the  mission  of  multiplying  and  increasing  on  our  im- 
mense territory  is  fulhiled  and  its  soil  submitted  to  our  industry.  While  free  scope  is  allowed 
to  individual  activity  in  all  its  phases,  indispensable  to  moral  and  material  proigress,  oar 
system  has  resisted  victoriously  the  efforts  of  the  last  representatives  of  interests  which  tbe 
regeneration  has  annihilated.  That  liberty  dde  contest,  too  well  known  to  you,  and  tbe  ps- 
ticulars  ot  which  are  given  you  iu  the  reports  of  the  secretaries  of  war  and  of  goYerameal 
does  not  deserve  notice  in  this  paper,  except  in  the  confirmation  of  the  assertion  that  our  insti- 
tutions, although  apparently  weak,  carry  within  themselves  in  their  fulfilment  all  the  forte 
necessary  to  their  preservation,  because  thoy  make  the  stability  of  the  government  the  interest 
of  all,  and  all  for  this  reason  come  to  its  support  in  the  day  of  danger.  Thus  is  explained 
why  a  conspiracy  very  wide  spread,  secretly  fed  by  the  rancors  of  the  conquered  party  U>  tbe 
last  civil  war,  and  by  the  great  interests  comprombed  in  tbe  transcendental  measure  of  the 
desamortizing  of  mortmain  propertv,  did  not  succeed  in  misleading  a  single  popnlatioa  of 
any  importance  into  the  strife ;  ana  on  the  contrary,  beaten  at  its  outbreak,  and  afterward 
disconcerted  and  humiliated,  that  conspiracy  may  have  consolidated  what  it  undertook  to 
destroy,  and  has  ended,  in  my  opinion,  in  an  episode  as  mistaken  as  criminal — the  bistorjof 
a  party  whose  existence  was  natural,  and,  perhaps,  necessary,  during  one  period  of  our  social 
life,  but  which  iu  the  changes  through  which  we  are  passing  has  to  disappear,  as  have  passed 
awav  the  selfish  interests  which  protected  and  sustained  it. 

This  result,  which  will  be  so  notable  in  our  history,  leaves  the  legislator  to  more  elevated 
reflections  than  if  the  old  parties  might  again  soon  appear  to  renew  tbe  combat.  Setting  ^ 
with  this  fact  in  view,  and  with  tbe  couviction  that  our  institutions,  although  they  may  seen 
in  the  beginning  to  produce  bitter  fruits  only,  are  fundamentally  good— and  the  only  ones  the 
countij  wishes  and  desires  to  preserve — the  labors  of  congress  must  and  ought  to  be  confined 
to  periecting  aud  upholding  them. 

In  some  of  the  States,  abo,  armed  uprisings  have  occurred,  which,  without  afiectiog  diieetlj 
the  federal  order,  may  have  impugned  the  efficacy  of  our  institutions  by  endangering  tkir 
ascendancy.  But  an  attentive  consideration  of  these  events  will  show  that  they  are  tbe 
exclusive  result  of  the  demoralization  incident  to  the  constant  appeal  to  force  with  which  we 
have  been  corrupted  by  tbe  strifes  of  the  two  gpreat  parties,  and  chiefly  from  ignocBBce  of 
the  system  icselt.  Tbe  recent  establishment  of  the  system,  and  its  having  been  combated  in 
advance,  have  not  permitted  its  cardinal  bases  to  be  so  generally  understood  aa  it  is  to  be 
desired,  nor  the  formation  of  habits  consequent  on  it.  The  political  education  of  a  peo{de  ii 
not  to  be  accomplished  within  a  year  or  two,  nor  is  it  reasonably  to  be  expected  that  the  rao^ 
enlightened  legislative  body  in  the  world  can  enact  in  a  single  year  an  entire  political  sfttea, 
which  in  its  execution  which  will  not  encounter  difficulties  apparently  irresistible  at  first,  or 
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exempt  from  defects  and  omissions  which  the  hand  of  the  legislator  will  have  to  correct  and 
ropply. 

Followed  with  perseverance  and  free  from  prejadice,  applying  ourselves  to  developing  and 
perfecting  it  with  confidence  in  the  philosophic  elements  which  it  contains,  it  will  be  found, 
within  a  verv  short  time,  perfectly  aaequate  to  our  present  social  condition.  The  preservation 
of  peace  at  home  and  abroad  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  grow  as  a  people,  and  to  de- 
velop our  forces  on  a  surprising  scale,  without  the  necessity  of  modifying,  in  anywise,  our 
fandamental  institutions. 

Oor  foreign  relations  liave  been  maintained  daring  the  past  year,  and  continue  on  the  best 
possible  footing  for  a  people  that  neither  pretends  to  exercise  iiifluence  on  the  destinies  of 
others,  nor  asks  more  tban  to  be  respected  in  its  own  way  of  existence,  and  in  the  equity  of 
its  commercial  transactions.  The  governments  of  Europe  with  which  we  maintain  frequent 
intercourse  deport  themselves  in  this  respect  with  our  country  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The 
essential  parte  of  all  the  correspondence  held  by  the  appropriate  department  with  the  legations, 
relate  chiefly  to  the  protection  of  transient  or  resident  foreigners,  who  have  suffered  some 
detriment  in  their  persons  or  property. 

The  governments  of  advanced  countries,  whose  administrations  have  reached  almost  all 
the  perfection  attainable,  which  have  at  their  command  easy  and  quick  communications  and 
agents,  profoundly  versed  in  their  duties,  with  various  other  means  of  prompt  and  fit  action, 
caoDO?  be  mat'e  to  comprehend  the  difficulties  which  impede  or  auuul  officiiil  action  among 
us.  These  difficulties  are  principally  those  consequent  to  a  society  of  recent  formation,  with 
an  immense  territory,  without  ways  of  communication,  and  in  which  war  has  notably  re- 
tarded the  regular  organization  of  the  public  power.  Ignoring  or  forgetting  so  cardinal  a  dif- 
ference of  situations,  those  governments  are  severely  exigent  for  the  security  of  their  subjects. 
Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  mubt  be  admitted  that  the  haoits  of  violence  and  the  imperfect 
administration  of  justice,  organic  or  occasional,  and  in  not  a  few  cases  the  indolence  of  the 
local  political  authorities,  furnished  just  causes  of  complaint  and  reparation,  which  the  federal 
government  cannot  less  than  recognize  and  accept  the  responsibility.  Happily,  in  those 
which  have  been  the  subject  of  recent  discussion,  an  equitable  adjustment  has  been  facilitated, 
l^  the  rectitude  of  purpose  and  desire  of  conciliation  manifested  in  their  proceedings  by  the 
diplomatic  agents  accredited  by  those  governments. 

The  declaration  contained  in  the  law  passed  bv  the  last  congress,  that  **  the  nation  is  not 
liable  for  the  damages  and  injuries  sustamed  by  foreigners  in  time,  or  on  account  of  war,  but 
io  SQch  case  they  shall  have  the  same  rights  and  remedies  as  natives,"  has  not,  as  was  easily 
to  be  foreseen,  received  the  acquiescence  of  the  European  governments  nor  of  that  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  which,  far  frum  adhering  to  it,  have  protested  against  the  law, 
declaring  that  in  all  cases  that  may  arise  they  will  insist  on  all  their  rights.  The  principle, 
however  justifiable  it  may  be,  not  receiving  the  consent  of  the  civilized  powers  iu  a  condi- 
tion to  give  to  their  protests  the  sanction  of  mrce,  and  adopting  opposite  principles,  the  nation 
has  to  submit  to  the  consequences  of  that  sanction. 

Besides,  to  enable  us  to  insist  on  the  declaration  of  this  law,  it  would  be  necessary  for  us 
to  give  entire  reality  to  the  hypothesis,  that  when  a  people  asks  to  be  inscribed  on  the  list  of 
nations  it  is  because  it  has  complete  capacity  to  organize  its  public  administration,  and  above 
all  that  of  justice,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  greatest  security  possible  to  the  property 
and  peraons  of  those  who  may  come  within  its  jurisdiction ;  because  it  cannot  be  pretended 
that  foreigners  will  come  to  participate  in  the  insecurity  and  violences  so  frequent  in  the 
ferocious  civil  wars  endemic  m  our  present  social  state.  A  contrary  cause  will  draw  after 
it  hotter  consequences,  instead  of  reducing  the  foreigner  to  the  insecure  and  humiliating  con- 
dition of  those  who  live  at  the  mercy  of  the  first  revolutionist  who  may  present  himself,  as 
still  is  the  case  with  natives.  It  is  more  becoming  us  to  learn  from  the  scnipul  us  respect  we  ' 
owe  to  the  person  and  property  of  the  stranger,  according  to  the  general  notions  or  public 
right,  the  respect  due  to  our  fellow-citizens,  and  thus  give  to  our  society  the  respectable 
cfiaracttr  to  which  it  aspires. 

Although  the  crime  of  the  14th  of  April,  1865,  in  Washington,  snatched  from  us,  in  the 
▼irtuons  Abraham  Lincoln,  a  true  and  kind  friend  to  our  people,  the  American  government 
has  continued  to  treat  us  with  great  deference  and  sympathy.  The  guarantee  of  sovereignty  and 
Deutrality  which  it  promised  us  by  the  treaty  of  1846,  in  exchange  for  the  privilege  of  passing 
troops  across  the  isthmus,  has  truly  given  rise  to  serious  difficulties,  because  not  all  the 
agents  of  that  government  in  the  ports  of  the  isthmus,  and  on  the  isthmus  itself,  possess  the 
intelligence  and  morality,  which  the  nse  of  this  concession  implies.  Grave  wrongs  have  been 
committed  by  a  soldier  and  the  commander  of  a  war  vessel,  and  by  the  military  in  truisit 
oyer  the  isthmus,  for  which  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  American  government  will 
give  us  due  satisfaction,  and  adopt  for  the  future  the  proper  precautions  to  avoid  their  repe- 
tition. 

This  treaty,  which  guarantees  the  neutrality  and  property  of  the  isthmus,  and  concedes  its 
free  transit  to  the  American  government,  will  expire  in  1868,  should  either  party  so  notify 
the  other  one  year  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  signified.  It  is  fit  that  you  should  discuss 
whether  or  not  it  will  be  convenient  to  continue  that  guarantee,  with  the  consequences  that 
may  attend  it,  at  a  period  more  or  less  distant. 

The  exactions  of  money  which  have  been  made  of  some  American  citizens  in  the  State  of 
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Bolivar,  in  yirtue  of  a  defeetive  constitotioii,  have  ^r«n  place  to  renewed  reclamaiioiis  b^  1^ 
American  legation,  to  which  it  has  not  been  practicable  to  answer  satisfactorilj  with  tbe 
indication  alone  of  the  oonetitationalitj  of  the  tax  laws  of  that  State. 

Taxes  may  be  objectionable  for  another  class  of  reasons,  snch  as  aeddental  or  political 
causes  which  may  determine  their  extraordinary  augmentation,  and  on  account  of  the 
agents  and  the  manner  of  their  assessment  uid  collection.  But  foreigners  baring  no  oo&- 
nectioa  with  theRe  political  causes,  and  from  their  condition  exercising  no  inflnenoe  oa  the 
government  which  appoints  those  agents  and  prescribes  those  terms,  it  is  not  just  to  unpose 
these  burdens  on  them,  for  the  causes  of  which  they  are  in  no  sense  responsible. 

For  the  want  of  diplomatic  agents,  and  besides  of  speedy  and  secure  oommunicstieB 
between  this  capital  and  that  of  Venezuela,  the  questions  arising  out  of  the  common  naviga- 
tion of  the  Zulia  and  the  commerce  between  the  two  oouutries,  our  relations  with  the  govera* 
ment  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela  were  suddenly  made  to  appear  in  an  unfavorable  light. 
But  the  sending  of  a  consul  general  to  Caracas,  and  the  arrival  in  this  capital  of  a  legation  of 
the  first  rank,  entrusted  to  a  subject  full  of  good  will  towards  our  country,  with  some  explana- 
tions and  corrections,  the  precious  perfect  cordiality  was  re-established ;  so  that  it  may  be 
asserted  with  the  greatest  confidence  that  the  questions  pending  between  the  two  govern- 
ments will  receive  an  esrly  and  satisfactory  solution. 

The  navigation  of  the  Zulia  continues  with  regulanty,  and  the  friendship  and  commeioe 
between  the  two  peoples  is  restored  on  the  most  liberal  bases  and  the  most  fraternal  aspiratiooa. 

The  relations  we  preserve  with  Ecuador  are  found  in  a  like  state.  Its  government  has 
shown  itself  animated  by  very  friendly  sentiments,  solicitous  to  give  explanations  and  satis- 
faction in  the  cases  in  which  they  have  been  demanded,  and  disposed  to  cultivate,  upon  a 
footing  of  reciprocal  respect  and  equity,  friendship  and  commerce  between  the  two  peoples 

The  treaty  celebrated  with  Costa  Kica  during  the  past  year,  in  accordance  with  the  instrac- 
tions  of  the  seuato  of  plenipotentiaries,  and  the  approval  of  which  remained  pending  in  the 
house  of  representatives  after  receiving  that  of  the  senate,  is  an  act  of  the  most  transcendent 
importance,  which  you  will  permit  me  to  recommend  to  your  enlightened  consideration.  We 
cede,  it  is  true,  a  portion  of  our  territory  by  no  means  insignificant,  but  aside  from  the  isots 
that  it  is  unpopulated,  and  that  we  will  not  populate  it  for  many  years,  it  is  useless  to  us: 
and  by  giving  it  in  exchange  for  industrial  and  political  concessions  of  great  value,  that 
laborious  and  moral  people  comes  to  fraternize  entirely  with  us  by  a  political  assimilaUon  of 
very  considerable  advantages  for  the  future.  By  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  that 
treaty.  Costa  Rica,  without  losing  any  of  her  independence  or  freedom,  would  be  almost  as 
one  of  the  members  of  our  Union,  with  evident  advantages  for  both. 

A  grave  conflict  has  arisen  between  Chili  and  Spain,  alarming  all  the  peoples  of  Spcuiid 
origin,  principally  by  reason  of  the  extraordinary  proceedings  on  the  part  of  iSpanish  agents. 
The  peoples  who  have  not  at  their  command  great  resources  for  war  have  cause  of  alann 
when  tbey  see  those  who  consider  themselves  stronger  disregard  the  wholesome  usages  of 
diplomacy  and  deliver  to  the  decision  of  the  sword  causes  which  in  nowise  affect  g^reat  interests. 
In  such  cases  all  ought  to  protest  energetically  against  such  proceedings. 

The  non-recognition  by  Spain  of  the  right  which  the  peoples  once  her  colonies  on  this 
continent  have  had,  and  still  have,  to  an  independent  existence,  and  the  obstinate  war  she 
made  on  them  for  more  than  fourteen  years,  from  a  spirit  of  domination,  with  bloody  execn- 
tions,  left,  as  was  natural,  obstinate  distrusts  and  hatreds,  which  cannot  be  combated  now  by 
any  arrogant  policy  based  on  a  preponderant  squadron;  and  while  she  persists  in  it,  America 
will  witness  complications  whicn  will  produce  only  evils  of  every  kind,  as  well  to  the  ag^ 
grieved  as  the  aggressors.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  one  of  these  governments  to  not  loee  sight 
of  these  events,  and  to  be  prepared  for  the  time  when  they  may  knock  at  their  doors,  if  the 
honesty  of  their  policy  shall  not  secure  then:  withdrawal.  It  pertains  to  you  to  mark  out  far 
the  executive  power  the  line  of  conduct  it  is  to  follow  in  anticipation  of  such  events. 

With  the  government  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  as  well  as  with  the  other  republics  of 
this  continent,  our  relations  are  preserved  in  the  same  state  as  heretofore. 

The  exacerbation  of  mind  proceeding  from  the  practice  of  tUe  constitutional  doctrine  hj 
which  religious  belief  and  worship  are  placed  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  government  so 
long  as  tbey  do  not  interrupt  the  jpublic  peace,  has  gone  on  losing  its  vehemence  and  gravity 
from  day  to  day,  and  that  essential  basis  of  our  Union  is  entering  into  the  customs  and  pro- 
ducing the  best  results.  The  catholic  clergy  display  their  activity  in  their  proper  sphere  ef 
action ;  they  write,  preach,  have  educational  establishments,  administer  the  cnracies  and 
ecclesiastic  benefits,  but  cannot  intervene  in  the  political  or  civil  aSain  of  the  people,  and 
are  sustained  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  believers. 

The  dosamortization  (unfettering)  of  what  is  called  mortmain  property,  and  the  redemptiaa 
of  annuities  on  the  treasury  in  favor  of  religious  and  charitable  bodies,  has  been  aciiwly 
prosecuted,  with  the  best  results.  These  important  measures  have  fared  like  all  others  wluelu 
through  ignorance  or  prejudice,  are  rejected  or  condemned  in  the  begfinning.  Their  orderly 
execution,  making  palpable  their  advantages,  has  g^ne  on  giving  them  greater  support  m 
opinion,  and  will  end  in  their  irrevocable  and  general  acceptance.  Up  to  Uus  time  the  saies 
of  real  estate  amount  to  more  than  |5,000,000,  and  more  than  |2,0J0,00U  applied  to  the 
redemption  of  annuities,  in  which  latter  operation  more  than  $2,440,000  of  the  floating  debtaad 
$483,530  of  the  consolidated  debt  have  been  paid;  and  as  the  emission  of  floatingl^oi^  has 
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Dot  yet  reaehed  |7,000,000,  still  wben  they  shall  amoont  to  $8,000,000«  it  is  more  than  prob- 
able the  total  amount  will  be  paid  from  sales  and  redemption  yet  to  be  made. 

If  these  important  economic  operations  are  followed  by  a  peace  made  sure  by  the  genuine 
praciice  of  onr  iostitutions,  and  b^a  methodical  perseverance  in  0}>ening  and  improving  cheap 
ways  of  communication  and  traffic,  industry  may  be  raised  from  its  present  prostration,  and 
soon  after  abundant  fruits  to  the  general  well  being  and  to  the  income  of  the  revenue. 

The  latter  produced  in  the  year  1864-5,  according  to  the  data  collected  up  to  now,  the  sum 
of  12,565,573.  and  as  the  estimated  sum  in  the  appropriation  bill  was  $2,225,000,  the  result 
is  an  excess  of  $330,573,  obtained  by  the  favor  of^ peace  and  sustained  re^larity  in  the  col- 
lection and  manageuient  of  the  revenues.  The  increase  of  the  revenue  ot  the  custom-house 
of  more  than  100  per  cent,  over  the  product  of  the  preceding  year,  and  of  more  than  $500,000 
above  the  amount  fixed  in  the  appropriation  bill,  is  remarkable,  as  will  be  seen  thus : 

Prodncts $1,337,946,881 

Amorait  fixed  in  the  appropriation  bill 800,000,000 

Difference 537.946,881 


And  nevertheless,  circumstances  never  were  more  unfavorable  to  this  branch  of  revenue, 
because  war  had  paralyzed  labor,  ruined  entire  regions  of  the  country,  demoralized  commerce, 
and  deeply  wounded  all  branches  of  industry ,  while  the  articles  of  most  general  consumption 
were  at  a  high  price,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cotton,  and  which  was  also  the  first  year  of  the 
most  moderate  tariff  we  have  had. 

This  fiact,  a  new  stimulus  for  the  preservation  of  peace,  demonstrates,  moreover,  that  by 
persisting  in  a  system  of  economy  and  severity  in  the  service,  the  custom-houses  may  soou 
Vield  us  $2,000,000,  and  with  the  income  from  the  salt  works,  also  increasing,  we  can  easily 
balance  our  incomes  and  expenses. 

The  foreign  creditors  holding  the  old  debt  of  Colombia  received  near  $100,000  over  the 
limits  fixed  to  their  demands  by  the  convention  adjusting  them,  and  even  more  than  they 
calculated  to  receive  from  the  1st  January,  1867,  forward. 

The  loan  of  a  million  of  dollars,  contracted  to  aid  in  opening  the  Buenaventura  road,  is 
religiously  met,  by  paying  the  interest  and  gradually  the  principal. 

But  for  the  conspiracy  o(  October  last,  and  the  unjustifiable  conduct  of  the  President  of 
Magdalena  in  using  for  the  expenses  of  a  war  purely  local  more  than  $70,000  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  custom-house  at  Santa  Marta,  at  a  time  when  those  funds  were  more  needed  by  the 
government  of  the  Union,  the  situation  of  the  treasury  would  now  be  notably  more  favorable. 

The  estimated  revenues  made  approximately  by  the  income  of  last  year  is  $2,350,000,  a 
sum  with  which  may  well  be  met  the  indispensable  expenses  of  the  service  for  the  current 
jear,  as  will  appear  from  a  draught  of  an  act  which  will  be  presented  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. The  expenditures  have  been  reduced  more  than  $500,000,  resulting  in  a  great  part 
from  advantageous  contracts  for  the  manufacture  of  salt  and  from  some  other  measures  regu- 
lating the  revenue  system. 

To  the  extent  of  the  federal  authority  and  so  far  as  the  resources  of  the  treasury  would 
permit,  I  have  labored  to  encourage  the  opening  and  improvement  of  ways  of  communication. 
Various  engineers  have  traver>ed  our  territory  with  this  object.  The  establishment  of  a  tel- 
egraph between  the  capital  and  various  points  on  the  Magdalcna  river,  and  the  capital  of  the 
state  of  Antioquia,  is  in  a  great  measure  realized.  Two  corps  of  hydraulic  engineers  are 
occupied  in  exploring  the  whole  course  of  the  river  Magdalena,  in  order  to  -determine  the 
works  necessary  to  secure  its  navigation  by  steam,  from  its  mouth  on  the  Atlantic  to  the 
highest  passable  point  towards  its  source,  so  that  no  obstacle  to  its  navigation  may  be  found 
at  any  season  of  the  year.  The  arrival  of  these  officers,  who  are  among  the  most  distinguished 
of  the  corps  of  engineers  of  the  United  States  of  America,  is  due,  in  a  great  part,  to  the  kind 
solicitude  of  the  l^cretary  of  State,  Mr.  Seward,  an  enlightened  friend  of  our  country. 

By  virtue  of  legal  authority,  after  discussing  and  comparing  divers  projects,  and  without 
losing  sight  of  the  advantages  and  political  dangers  that  may  arise,  I  agreed  to  the  grant  of  a 
privilege  for  the  construction  of  an  interoceanic  canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien.  Any 
commentary  or  calculation  touching  the  benefits  which  such  a  work  would  bring  to  the  nation 
and  to  the  world  would  be  inadequate  and  foreign  to  this  paper.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  simple 
announcement  that  the  work  is  to  be  undertaken  will  be  gratifying  in  a  high  degree  to  your 
patriotism. 

With  the  deplorable  exceptions  of  the  officers  of  the  battalion  *Tiradores,"  which  composed 
theffarrison  of  Panama,  ana  a  major  with  fourteen  of  the  soldiers  under  his  orders,  were  want- 
ing In  their  duties  by  disobeving  their  chiefs  in  oftfer  to  mix  themselves  with  armed  force  in 
the  local  administration  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Panama,  the  rest  of  the  Colombian  guard 
has  observed  an  exemplary  conduct,  being  obedient  in  all  respects  to  the  government  and 
respectful  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  fellow-citizens.  It  had  been  reduced  to  loss  than 
eight  hundred  men,  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  conspiracy  in  October  made  an  increase 
of  the  public  force  necessary,  which  I  hav^  not  believed  I  ought  to  reduce,  as  the  end  of  my 
administration  is  near  and  my  successor  may  judge  the  present  force  indispensable. 

The  accompanying  reports  of  the  secretaries  of  the  departments  give  ample  details  of  the 
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matters  to  wbicb  I  have  briefly  alluded.  B^  tbeir  study  it  will  be  seeo  that  if  the  preMOt 
situation  does  not  ofifer  much  that  can  satisiy  the  ardent  desires  of  the  patriot,  it  certBialy 
awakens  great  hopes  of  entering  on  the  fruitful  career  of  labor.  In  order  to  develop  its  pro- 
ductive forces,  nothing  more  is  necessary  than  peace,  a  perfect  administration  of  justice,  and 
ways  of  commuuication. 

War,  and  the  animosities  which  attend  and  ontUve  it,  distort  and  prevent  the  ideas  of  libertr 
and  justice;  and  for  this  reason,  my  administration,  constantly  guided  by  the  spirit  of  libeitv 
and  tolerance  dictated  by  the  Rio  r^egro  constitution  has  appeared  to  many  weak  and  evm 
complacent  towards  the  reputed  enemies  of  the  existing  order  of  things.  I  trust  that  tbe 
authorized  representatives  of  the  Union,  on  a  careful  examination  of  my  conduct  through  tha 
term  now  about  to  expire,  will  find  it  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  duty. 
I  have  held  myself  independent  of  every  selfish,  personiU,  or  party  influence,  severeij  im- 
partial in  recognizing  the  right,  solicitous  in  preserving  the  general  order  and  in  seoviiig 
local  and  individual  liberty,  and  I  have  not  permitted  the  sacrifice  of  any  social  prindpte  or 
interest  confided  to  my  loyalty  and  patriotism. 

MANUEL  MURUXO. 

Bogota,  February  1,1866. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  218.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  February  7,  1866. 

Sir  :  Until  the  receipt  on  to  day  of  your  deepatcli  No.  135,  dated  December 
20,  1865,  I  was  not  aware  of  my  omiBsion  to  send  to  the  department  a  copy 
of  my  note  in  answer  to  that  of  the  foreign  secretary  of  October  16,  1865,  com- 
plaining of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Parson's  proceedings  at  Panama,  on  September 
4,  1865.     I  now  hasten  to  enclose  it,  marked.  A. 

I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  implied  in  the  determination  of  the  depart- 
ment to  await  my  further  views  on  this  matter  before  giving  InstructionE  to  dir^ 
my  action  concerning  it.  I  will  venture  to  comply  with  the  delicate  duty  im- 
posed by  stating  that  after  carefully  considering  the  Acting  Rear- Admiral's  note 
to  the  President  of  Panama  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  anything  in  its 
substance  in  conflict  with  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  35th  article  of  our  treaty. 
It  would  perhaps  have  been  more  politic  had  he  confined  his  note  to  the  expla- 
nation' given  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  his  attending  the  funeral  of  Gonfol 
McKee  without  asking  permission.  This  ought  to  have  satisfied  the  President, 
whose  own  behavior  was  by  no  means  attentive  or  decorous.  It  appears  to 
me,  therefore,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  might,  with  good  dfect 
and  without  compromising  any  substantive  right,  express  to  Colombia  its  regrets 
that  any  misunderstanding  as  to  their  respective  rights  «nd  duties  should  bare 
arisen  between  the  subordinate  agents  of  the  two  governments,  attributable, 
doubtless,  to  anomalous  circumstances,  and  unpremeditated,  and  that,  to  avoid 
the  possibility  of  like  painful  occurrences  in  future,  orders  had  been  given  to 
the  United  States  naval  officers  on  both  sides  of  the  isthmus  to  careftilly  abstain 
from  landing  marines  or  troops  on  its  territory  without  the  consent  of  the  Colom- 
bian government,  first  obtained  from  its  agent  at  Panama  or  Aspinwall,  except 
for  the  purpose  of  transit,  or  in  case  of  the  obstruction  of  the  railroad,  or  of 
extraordinary  violence  to  American  citizens,  from  which  they  shall  be  in  immineni 
danger  of  suffering  great  harm,  and  provided  there  shall  be  no  other  available 
means  of  shielding  diem  from  impending  peril;  which  orders  to  be  also  commo- 
nicated  to  the  United  States  consuls  at  the  termini  of  the  road  for  their  guidance. 
Some  mark  of  respect  to  the  President  of  Panama,  purely  ceremonial,  and  wbicJi 
would  not  imply  the  admission  of  intentional  wrong  on  the  part  of  Rear- Admiral 
Pearson,  might  be  judicious.  I  venture  to  add  that  in  my  opinion  discae^ioa 
of  the  points  taken  in  the  secretary's  note^  had  as  well  be  avoided  at  preeem. 
without  admitting  them. 

From  vaiiouB  informal  conversations  held  with  the  foreign  secretary,  I  f^ 
quite  sure  that  the  Colombian  government  does  not  expect^more  than  this,  and 
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I  believe  leaa.  At  any  rate,  I  hesitate  not  to  say  that  it  would  he  well  received, 
and  go  far  towai-ds  allaying  any  jealousy  or  irritation  that  may  have  grown  out 
of  the  occurrences  mentioned  in  my  Nos.  J  98, 2 II,  and  212.  We  ought,  perhaps, 
without  making  it  a  precedent,  to  pay  Mr.  Heady  the  damages  done  him  by 
our  soldiers.  As  to  his  case  and  the  killing  of  Ueorge  Holmes,  I  shall  await 
the  directions  of  the  department.  I  beg  to  suggest  that,  owing  to  my  great  dis- 
tance from  the  isthmus,  the  department  institute  direct  inquiries  into  these  casc^ 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Seflor  Perez, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bogota,  November  20,  1865 

The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  had  the  honor  to  receive 
on  the  day  of  Its  date,  the  communication  which  his  excellency  Senor  Santiago  Perez,  sec- 
retary of  the  interior  and  foreifi^n  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  was  pleaded  to 
address  hirii  under  date  of  October  26,  1865,  accompanied  by  copies  of  a  correspondence 
held  in  September  last  between  Acting  Rear- Admiral  G.  F.  Pearson,  commanding  the  Unit«*d 
States  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  the  executive  of  the  State  of  Panama,  and  in  which 
communication  his  excellency  has  been  pleased  also  to  present  his  views  as  to  the  reciprocal 
rights  and  obligations  of  the  two  republics  arising  out  of  the  35th  article  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded between  them  on  December  12,  1840. 

Although  the  undersigned  has,  from  protracted  indisposition,  until  now  been  denied  the  honor 
of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  excellency's  communication,  he  nevertheless  did  not  delay 
to  place  the  same  before  his  govemm*nt  for  its  orders,  which  he  awaits,  and  expects  soon  to 
receive.  The  importance  of  the  views  announced  by  his  excellency  rendered,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  undersigned,  this  course  eminently  proper  if  not  indispensable,  and  which  was 
the  more  admissible,  inasmuch  as  no  inconvenience  could  result  from  the  delay  necesnary  to 
this  end.  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Pearson  then  having  alreadv  submitted  his  action  to  his  govern- 
ment, and  must  have  received  its  directions  at  the  date  of  his  excellency's  commanication, 
or  very  soon  thereafter. 

Notwithstanding  the  apprehensions  deducible,  perhaps,  from  a  strict  interpretation  of  the 
earnestness  of  his  excellency,  the  undersigned  hopes — indeed  he  is  sure — that  it  would  be  an 
set  of  supererogation  on  his  part  to  combat  for  a  moment  the  possibility,  even,  that  the  United 
States  of  America  could  under  any  circumstances  be  wanting  in  the  legal  justice  and  friendly 
resnect  to  be  expected  from  the  intimate  community  of  interests  and  the  fraternal  good 
anaerstanding  happily  existing  between  the  two  republics. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  his  excellency  Senor  Pere^ 
renewed  assurances  of  his  very  distingnisheid  consideration. 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

His  Excellency  Sefior  Santiago  Perez, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Affairs,  ^c,  SfC,  8fc. 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  219.]  Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  February  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  The  late  censas  of  this  repablic  shows  some  enrious  results,  and  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  previous  ones,  affords  some  data  on  the  march  of 
poptdation  and  society  which  may  not  be  without  interest. 

As  a  correct  census  cannot  be  taken  in  this  country,  the  annexed  table  A 
most  contain  many  inaccuracies.  It  is  to  be  regarded  only  as  approximately 
exact.  A  full  census,  including  uncivilized  Indians,  say  120,000,  would  ucidoabt- 
edly  give  the  nation  a  small  fraction  over  three  millions  of  inhabitants. 
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The  accompanying  report  of  tbe  secretaiy  of  the  treasniy,  marked  C,  contauns 
Tery  interesting  matter  relating  to  that  department  of  the  government.    In  paper 
B,  I  ha^e  made  some  general  notes  on  the  present  state  of  the  comntry. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaud, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 

P.  8. — The  articles  "New  Granada,"  in  the  American  Encyclopedia  and  Col- 
ton's  Atlas,  often  resorted  to  for  information  concerning  this  country,  are  much 
exaggerated  and  unreliable. 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 


A. 

Table. 


State. 


POPULATION. 


1843. 


1851. 


& 


POPULATION 


1864. 


Ij 


Antioquia 

Bolivar 

Bojaca 

Cauca 

Cundinamarca  . 

Magdalena 

Panama 

Santander 

•Tolima 


178,111 
158,219 


268,615 
281,189 
67,411 
111,821 
302,511 


228,637 
166,685 
379,682 
322,585 
321,139 
72,986 
129, 870 
359,901 


28i 


303,325 
225,337 


m 
m 

8l^ 
16i 

I8i% 


366,208 
424, 549 


221,499 
378,205 
220,645 


m 

3H 


1».V 


704 

4ft 


*  Tolima  ig  a  new  State,  created  in  1861.  Iti  territory  was  taken  from  Candfnamaroa,  for  whidi  ^anfi  a 
tke  latter  State  the  proper  allowwiee  haf  been  made  in  the  above  caloulatloa. 

N.  B.— The  above  table  is  compiled  from  tbe  censoa  of  1843,  1851,  and  1864.  It  u  oslj 
approximately  correct,  as  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  obtain  an  accurate  censos.  iDcIudiognc' 
civilized  Indians,  say  120,000,  the  republic  contains  undoubtedly  a  small  fraction  over  tliree 
millions  of  souls. 


NOTES  ON  THE  CENSUS  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  country  is  low,  h'>t,  and  inhabited  hy  the  negro  race;  tbe  re- 
mainder high,  temperate  or  cold,  and  inhabited  by  Indians,  .whites,  and  Mestizoes.* 

The  States  of  Boyaca,  Cundinamarca,  Santander,  and  Tolima  are  composed  mainly  ofthe 
colder  regions ;  bulk  of  their  populations,  Mestizoes  and  Indiaqs,  the  former  predomiiuUiii|:- 
There  are  few  pure  whites  or  negroes.  In  these  four  States,  Cundinamaica  excepted,  tb« 
percentage  of  increase  since  1843  is  comparatively  low. 

Cundinamarca. — The  increase  in  this  state  is  more  apparent  than  real.  In  1843  tc^ 
1851  revolutions  were  in  progress  in  the  capital  and  surroundings,  and  the  soldiery  alwajs 
being  conscripted  from  the  lower  order  of  people,  a  large  number  of  these  were  hidden  aw'«T 
in  the  mountains,  and  not  included  in  the  census  for  either  year,  but  included  in  that  of  \^ 
The  nominal  increase  from  this  cause  is  supposed  to  amount  to  many  thousands.  The  saise 
cause  affects  favorably  the  census  of  1864  in  all  the  States,  Panama  less  than  any  other. 

*  White. — Less  than  a  fourth  negro  or  Indian  blood. 

Indian.— heaa  than  a  fourth  white  or  negro  blood. 

liegro. — ^LesB  than  a  fourth  white  or  Indian  blood. 

Meatiuf. — White  and  Indian— >not  less  than  a  fourtli  of  either. 

Jtfutotto.— White  and  negro — ^not  less  than  a  fourth  of  either. 

Zambo. — In  Colombia,  negro  and  Indian—not  less  than  a  fourth  of  elthtf. 

Pure.— No  mixture. 

The  races  are  so  confusedly  mixed  that  an  accurate  classification  is  Impontbla. 
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ToLMA. — In  all  respects  like  Candinamarca,  from  which  iU  territory  was  taken  and  erected 
into  a  State  in  1861 ;  the  same  observations  are  applicable  to  both. 

BoYACA.— The  population  nnrabered  379,682  in  1851.  It  has  probably  increased  but  little 
since.    The  Mestizo  element  is  strong. 

Santandbr. — Next  after  Antioquia,  this  State  has  the  most  induArious  and  comfortable 
population.  Its  climate  is  the  same  as  that  of  Boyaca,  a  little  colder  than  Cundinamarca. 
both  are  healthful.  The  Mestizo  element  is  strong.  Marriage  is  more  general  than  in  most 
other  States.  The  percentage  of  increase  is  the  lowest  in  the  republic,  except  perhaps  Mag- 
dalena. 

ANTiCMiuiA.-^The  territory  is  about  equally  divided  into  te.mnerattf  mountains  or  high 
tables  and  hot  valleys.  The  latter  are  inhabited  bv  negroes ;  the  former  by  pure  whites,  the 
descendants  of  Jews  expelled  from  Spain.  These  have  lost  their  language  and  their  religion, 
and  are  the  most  fanatic  Roman  Catnolics  in  the  nation.  They  are  physically,  mentally,  and 
morally  a  superior  people.  Like  their  forefathers,  they  are  addicted  to  commerce  and  its 
kindred  pursuits ;  noted  for  their  energy,  enterprise,  and  integrity,  and  are  known  as  the 
"  Yankees"  of  Colombia.  The  negroes  of  this  State  are  in  ail  respects  superior  to  those  of 
anj  other  part  of  the  republic.  They  are  fine  in  person,  laborious,  and  moral.  Marriage  is 
nearly  as  general  as  in  the  United  States ;  the  increase  has  not  been  quite  so  rapid  as  in  the 
eoast  of  negro  States,  but  is  regular,  and  in  keeping  with  the  moral  and  material  progress 
of  the  State.    This  is  truly  a  green  spot  in  Colombia. 

Cauca.— -The  valleys  of*^  the  Cauca  and  Atrato  and  Pacific  slope  are  hot  and  peopled  by 
ne|Toes.  There  is  a  slight  predominance  of  this  race  in  the  State,  not  including  the  wild 
Indians  of  the  southernmost  province  of  Paste.  The  colder  and  temperate  regions  contain 
a  few  whites.  The  rest  of  the  population  is  Mestizo  and  Indian.  Tne  rational  increase  in 
this  State  is,  in  fact,  greater  than  the  census  of  1864  indicates.  This  inaccuracy  results 
from  the  abolition  of  slavery.  A  system  of  gradual  emancipation  was  adopted  by  Colombia 
in  1821.  At  the  end  of  the  following  thirty  years,  the  number  of  slaves  was  not  diminished. 
It  wasia  fact  increasedin  the  vallev  of  we  Cauca  and  the  mining  districts  of  Choco.  This 
was  owing  to  the  defectiveness  of  the  system  and  the  want  of  inclination  or  ability  in  the 
memment  to  enforce  it.  On  the  unconditional  abolition  of  slaverv  in  1851  vast  numbers  of 
toe  slaves  in  this  State  were  run  off  into  Peru  and  other  slaveholding  countries,  which 
icconnts  for  the  comparatively  low  percentage  of  increase. 

MagdaUna. — Bolivar, — Panama, — ^The  negro  element  has  nearlv  absorbed  all  others  in 
^hese  States.  There  is  a  considerable  infusion  of  Indian  blood.  Toe  white  is  barely  percep 
tible,  maniage  is  less  common  in  these  than  in  the  other  States,  and  the  increase  in  Panama 
and  Bolivar  is  tremendous.  In  Panama,  this  is  attributable  in  some  degree  to  the  opening  of 
the  railroad,  but  the  increase  is  owing  in  the  main  to  the  fact  that  the  population  is  almost 
exclasively  negro.  A  full  census  would  show  nearly  the  same  result  in  Bolivar.  The  ceu- 
snsof  1864  was  taken  during  revolutionary  disturbances  in  this  State,  and  is  consequently 
imperfect.  The  climate  of  Magdalena  is  extremely  unhealthy,  which  accounts  for  its  small 
increase.    It  never  can  be  densely  populated. 

The  negroes  from  these  States  are  different  from  all  others,  except  those  in  the  valley  of 
the  Atrato  and  on  the  Pacific  slope.  Physically  and  mentally,  they  are  nearly  average 
•pecimens  of  the  race  in  the  tropics  ;  but  they  are  lazy,  improvident,  and  degraded ;  due, 
psrhaps,  to  the  lin^ring  effects  or  slavery,  the  little  effort  required  to  obtain  a  subsistence, 
absence  of  enterprise  and  industry  in  these  States,  and  the  want  of  teaching  and  salutary 
example. 
The  national  march  of  population  has  not  affected  immigration  or  the  outgoing  of  natives. 
A  considerable  of  the  colder  or  temperate  States  is  hot  valley,  and  populated  chiefly  by 
°%^*  ^  disproportionate  percentage  of  their  increase  comes  from  this  element. 

The  characteristics  of  the  different  castes,  so  to  speak,  are  : 
,  The  whites  are  genuine  representatives  of  Spaniards  generally ;  grave,  proud,  indolent, 
improvident,  revengeful,  cruel,  temperate,  fanatically  religious,  averse  to  all  kinds  of  labor, 
&nd  resort  to  auv  other  means  of  living  in  preference  ;  passionately  addicted  to  gambling, 
ving,  and  fraud.  They  are  generally  small  shop-keepers,  priests,  and  officials,  &c.  They 
^  comparatively  few  in  number,  u>rming,  perhaps,  less  than  a  sixth  of  the  population. 
With  the  mulattoes  they  can  stiU  lead  in  politics,  out  their  influence  is  gradually  passing 
away. 

The  Indian  is  different  in  most  respects  from  the  North  Ame^can  Indian.  Is  low  and 
Btont,  laborious,  patient,  gentle,  even  torpid,  stupid,  and  submissive,  more  susceptible  to  a 
low  de^^eeof  civilization  than  the  latter,  but  physically  and  mentally  much  inferior;  strong 
domesuc  attachments ;  not  addicted  to  drunkenness  ;  superstitious,  confiding,  and  fanatic 

The  negro  is  physically  the  superior  race,  the  whites  of  Antioquia  excepted ;  not  so  active 
Bs  the  mulatto,  but  constant  and  persevering,  aspires  to  competencv,  independent,  good 
integrity,  laborious,  brave ;  the  best  soldibr  and  officer ;  slow  to  yield  his  confidence,  strong 
domestic  attachments,  fond  of  drink,  fanatic,  long-lived. 

The  mestizo  is  weak,  effeminate,  timid,  frivolous,  cunning,  inconstant,  insincere,  fraudu* 
lent,  griven  to  lying  and  thieving,  without  enterprise,  weak  domestic  attachments,  not  intem- 
perate, averse  to  manual  labor,  not  long-lived. 

The  mulatto  is  proud,  luxurious,  romantic,  fond  of  novelty,  show,  and  drink,4^astfal^ 

.„__,  ^oogle 


518  DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

brave,  reckless,  food  of  war,  improvident,  snspicioas,  acute,  less  reli^ons  than  others,  a 
remarkable  aptitude  for  letters,  not  much  inclined  to  labor,  thievish,  aspires  to  office,  and  to 
lead  in  politics  and  revolutions,  and  is  tyrannical ;  he  is  short-lived. 

The  Zambo  negro  and  Indian  in  Colombia  is  weaker,  has  less  ener^,  and  is  shorter  lived 
than  the  negro  or  Indmn.  Fickle,  lazj,  improvident,  averse  to  labor,  inclined  to  drink, 
intensely  fanatic.    Many  of  these  are  friars  and  nuns. 

These  observations  are  general,  of  course ;  there  is  no  standard  of  comparison  in  the  United 
States  applicable  to  Colombia. 

All  kinds  of  labor,  .and  esjiecially  agriculture,  are  performed  in  the  cold  and  temperate 
regions  almost  entirely  by  Indians  and  those  in  whom  the  Indian  blood  predominates;  and 
in  the  hot  regie  n^  by  ne^oes. 

Commerce,  particularly  foreign,  is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  foreignerb* ;  so  of  the  arts  and 
trades. 

Many  mulattoes  hold  office,  also  a  few  negroes  and  Indians.  The  present  supreme  ootart 
is  composed  of  two  members  in  which  white  blood  is  in  the  ascendent ;  one  mestixo  aboat 
half  and  half;  one  three-fourths  negro,  and  one  pure  Indian.  The  other  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment are  generally  mixed.  A  late  attorney  general  was  a  pure  negro.  The  present,  as  all 
other  congresses,  is  an  indefinite  mixture,  with  a  few  pure  whites. 

A  pure  negro  is  something  lower  in  the  social  scalo  than  any  other  class,  except  the  pare 
Indian.  Politically  there  is  no  distinction,  and  not  much  practically ;  only  that  the  anedu- 
eated,  laboring  Indian  is  virtually  a  peon  or  a  slave. 

Where  marriage  is  least  general  the  increase  is  greatest.  The  census  does  not  show  the 
proportion  of  illegitimate  births.     It  must  be  high. 

Comparing  the  census  of  1864  with  the  previous  ones,  the  result  is,  the  white  race  is  de- 
ereasing,  the  mulatto  and  Zambo  increase  is  slow,  that  of  the  mestizo  is  a  little  in  advance 
of  the  latter  two.  The  negro  increases  more  rapidly  than  any,  according  to  this  showing,  the 
present  march  of  population  will  virtually  Africanize  the  republic,  even  the  State  of  Antiih 
quia,  within  about  ninety  years.  How  far  immigration  may  Interfer^^with  this  result  cannot 
be  conjectured.    That  influence  in  this  respect  has  not  yet  been  felt 

I'^e  census  of  1864  completely  destroys  a  favorite  theory  of  Colombians,  that  a  mixture  of 
these  races  gives  a  product  superior  to  the  original  elements. 

The  census  contains  no  statistics  on  the  industrial  products  of  the  country.  These  vn 
small. 

An  interesting  account  of  the  foreign  commerce  will  be  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
Hacienda  i  Fomento,  pages  43  to  48,  which  accompanied  my  number  217. 

For  the  last  year  the  imports  amounted  to $8,025,250 

And  exports  to 5,042,691 

2,979,559 

A  rather  heavy  balance  against  a  country  where  nature  presents  to  hand  so  many  vahuble 
productions  for  exportation  and  in  inexhaustible  abundance.  The  above  balance  is  radnced 
by  ^40,000  supposed  exports  through  ports  from  which  returns  have  not  been  received. 

An  interesting  statement  of  the  public  debt  will  be  found  commencing  on  page  14  of  ^ 
report  of  the  secretary  de  Hacienda  i  Credito  Nacional,  and  in  the  last  table  thereunto  annexed. 
Said  document  contains  much  valuable  information  concerning  the  country.  It  is  herewith 
enclosed,  marked  C. 

The  principal  available  revenues  are  import  duties  and  rents  of  salt  springs.  The  former 
amount  to  from  $800, 000  to  $1, 000, 000  ;  the  latter  to  about  f700,000.  There  are  some  other 
items,  but  they  are  too  uncertain  to  be  relied  on.  The  reliable  income  of  the  government  in 
time  of  peace  may  beset  down  at  a  million  and  three  quarters.  This  is  not  sufficient  to  par 
the  interest  on  the  national  debt  and  other  national  expenses.  The  national  income  is  oftowr 
a  million  and  a  half  than  the  sum  I  have  fixed  above.  An  item  of  revenue,  mortniam  pro- 
perty, is  pledged  to  redeem  paper  money  issued  during  the  late  civil  war,  say  eight  millioos, 
and  will  probably  be  sufficient.  This  sum  has  not  yet  been  issued,  but  will  be  in  winding  ap 
the  expenses  of  that  war. 

The  foreign  debt  amounted — 

OnSeptember),  1864,  to.f $35,587,000 

The  home  debt 8,376,ta7 

43,96:J,^ 

The  foreign  debt  on  September  1,  1865,  was $35,318,357 

The  home  debt 6,996,1^^ 

42,314,557 

Reduction  of  the  debt  in  1864-'6 $1,647,090 
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The  rednotion  of  the  foreij^  debt  by  $268, 643  daring  the  past  year  was  produced  by  the 
ezcraordinary  augmentation  of  the  custom-bouse  receipts  and  toe  receipts  from  the  salt  springs, 
a  larfre  percentage  of  which  revenues  the  foreigpi  creditors  hold  in  pledge.  Thi^  excess  in 
receipts  from  these  sources  was  to  a  great  extent  accidental  and  temporary. 

The  reduction  of  the  home  debt  has  been  effected  by  the  sale  of  mortmaiu  property,  which 
will  be  exhausted,  as  has  been  said,  in  redeeming  the  paper  money  issued  to  effect  therevolu- 

tiOD. 

The  indebtedness  for  forced  loans  made  and  private  property  taken  during  the  revolution 
does  not  figure  in  this  statement.  It  is  estimated  at  from  six  to  twelve  millions.  The 
amount  has  not  yet  been  ascertained.  The  present  indebtedness  of  the  nation  ou  all  accounts 
ii,  therefore,  about  fifty  millions. 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr.  SevHird. 

Xo.  221.]  Legation  of  thb  Unitrd  States, 

Bogota,  February  23,  1866. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  was  observed  in  a  most  gratifying  manner  in  this  capital. 
It  was  sabstantially  a  repetition  of  the  flattering  demonstrations  of  February 
22, 186.5,  except  that  the  President  did  not  send  his  bands  to  salute  our  flag,  as 
he  has  done  on  like  occasions  for  the  last  two  years.  The  congress  seemed  to 
have  taken  notice  of  the  omission,  and  spontaneously  met  it  with  the  resolutions 
to  be  found  in  *'  Diario  Oficial,"  No.  571.  Both  houses  would  have  called  in  a 
hody  at  the  legation  but  for  the  objection  of  a  few  members  of  the  lower  house, 
who  had  a  favorite  project  standing  in  the  orders  of  the  day  for  that  day.  Many 
of  the  members  paid  their  respects  after  the  adjournment.  This  action  of  the 
congress  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  most  expressive  mark  of  respect  for  our  country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WashingtOHy  D,  C, 


Sthor  Mendoza  to  Mr.  Burton. 
[Translation.] 

CNfTED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA— LEGISLATIVE  POWER  OP  THE  UNION— PRESIDENCY  OF  THE 
SENATE  OP  PLENIPOTENTIARIES. 

In  to-day *s  session,  the  senate  approved  the  following  resolution  : 

"The  senate  admires  the  transcendent  republican  virtues  of  Geor^  Washin^rton,  the 
foander  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  records  this,  the  anniver- 
«ay  of  his  birth,  as  one  of  glorious  memory.'* 

In  communicatine  this  resolution  to  his  excellency  the  minister  resident  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  with  very  distinguished  considera- 
tion, his  very  attentive  servant, 

RAFAEL  MENDOZA. 

Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr,  Burton  to  SeHor  Mendoza, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Bogota,  February  23,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  with  sentiments  of  grateful  appreciation  the  resolution  adopted  on 
yesterday  by  the  Colombian  senate  of  plenipotentlanes,  commemorative  of  the  birth  and 
services  of  my  great  countryman,  George  Washington ;  and  pray  that  that  august  body  and 
the  honorable  senators  individually  be  assured  of  the  peculiar  sensibility  with  which  this  friendly 
demonstration  will  be  received  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate  of  Plenipotentiaries 

Of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  Sfc,  ^c,  ^c.  . 
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Mr,  Burton  to  Mr,  Setoard. 

No.  222.]  Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

Bogota,  February  28,  1866. 

Sir  :  Although  not  directed  so  to  do,  I  ventured  to  communicate  oflScially  to 
the  Colombian  government  the  circular  issued  by  the  department  on  December 
18th,  1865,  announcing  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  to  the  constitution  abol- 
ishing slavery.  Knowing  the  deep  interest  felt  bj  this  nation  on  that  subject, 
I  believe  this  step  would  be  well  received,  and  I  am  gratified  to  know  that  I 
was  not  mistaken. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Burton  to  Sefior  Perez. 

Lboatiom  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

BogctOy  Fekrumry  17,  idfiC 
The  aDdersigDed,  well  knowing  the  fraternal  ioterest  taken  by  the  Colombian  goTeinineot 
and  people  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  well-being  of  tbeir  brethren  of  the  north,  feels  suretbat 
be  is  the  bearer  of  acceptable  tidings  in  conimanicatingr  to  his  excellency  the  »ecn?tary  of  th« 
interior  and  foreign  relations  the  accompanying  official  declaration  issued  at  Washington  oi 
the  18th  Decennber,  1865,  by  the  Honorable  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  Stale,  to  the 
effect  that  African  slavery  remains  completely  and  forever  abolished  throughout  the  Uniied 
States  of  America. 

In  this  great  event,  the  transcendent  magnitude  of  which  is,  perhaps,  not  to  be  oompfv- 
hended  in  all  its  bearings  and  results  to  humanity  by  the  present  generation  of  men,  is  vir^ 
tually  and  practically  realized  on  a  gigantic  scale  the  eternal  truth  proclaimed  by  the  fatbcn 
of  American  independence,  **  that  aU  men  are  created  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pnntiiit  of 
happiness  ;"  and  its  regenerating  lulvent  has  filled  tbe  people  of  the  United  States  with  devoit 
gratitude  to  the  Father  of  all  men,  who  shapes  the  destinies  of  nations,  and,  in  Uis  own  good 
time  and  way,  orders  all  things  aright. 

The  undersigned  joyfully  seizes  this  auspicious  occasion  to  offer  to  his  excellency  Seior 
Secretary  Perez  renewed  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

ALLAN  A.  BUKTOS. 
His  Excellency  Senor  Santiago  Perez, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations 

of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  8fe,^  ^c,  9fe. 


Seflor  Perex  to  Mr,  Burton 
[Translation.  ] 

UNITED    STATES    OF  COLOMBIA— DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR  AND  FORBIGH  REU* 

TIONS. 

Bogota,  February  27, 1866. 

The  undersigned  secretary  has  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  the  note  by  which  the  minister 
resident  has  been  pleased  to  communicate  the  declaration  made  by  his  government,  tbtt 
African  slavery  remains  completely  and  forever  abolished  in  the  United  States  of  Koitii 
America. 

The  fathers  of  ancient  Colombia,  in  organizing  it  into  a  country  worthy  of  a  place  amonic 
free  nations,  provided  for  the  gradual  and  sure  extinction  of  slavery,  which  had  been  in* 
ported  into  its  territory  b^  its  early  rulers,  and  which  has  ever  been  regarded  by  Colombiiitf 
as  the  greatest  human  injustice  and  the  most  growing  of  social  dangers. 

Among  her  international  obligations  the  nrht,  and  the  one  most  cordially  assumed  hj 
Colombia,  was  that  tor  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  And  New  Granada,  patt  ofanciect 
Colombia,  which  name  she  has  recently  reassumed,  hasteued,  without  enconomizmg  her  efi<uts, 
to  complete  at  once  the  purification  of  her  institutions  and  soil,  by  abolishing  slaveiy,  ta  tke 
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United  States  now  have  done,  according  to  the  o£Scial  expression  of  his  honor,  **  completely 
and  forevwr." 

With  such  antecedents,  which  cannot  but  be  well  known  to  him,  the  minister  was  riffht  in* 
feeling  himself  the  bearer  of  grateml  news  to  the  Colombian  government  and  people,  in 
transmittiug  to  them,  in  the  name  of  the  cabinet  Jt  Washington,  the  mo«;t  important  and 
honorable  act  of  his  country — a  country  which  haa  long  before  enjoyed  great  and  growing 
glories  in  a  moral,  material  and  political  point  of  view,  and  has  now  secured,  by  abolishing 
slavery,  a  glory  the  purest  in  a  Christian  sense,  the  most  necessary  to  a  logical  democracy, 
and  the  most  fruitful  in  an  economical  aspect. 

The  marvellous  sacrifices  of  blood  and  treasure  made  to  secure  the  legal  equality  of  all 
men  within  the  bounds  of  the  great  republic,  must  ever  be  inferior  to  the  moral  value  of  that 
conc^uest,  although  the  fruits  of  justice  and  the  blessing  to  free  labor  should  not  give  ample 
and  immediate  indemnity  for  those  sacrifices. 

From  a  communitv  of*^  interest  and  identity  of  civilizing  aspirations,  the  entire  world  will 
eelebrate  as  a  day  of  universal  joy  and  thanksgivine  the  day  on  which  the  gi'eat  people  rep- 
resented by  his  honor,  at  the  cost  of  rivers  of  olood  and  thousaudsof  millions,  oeariiig  in 
mind  the  words  of  Washington,  **  that  the  propitious  smile  of  Providence  will  ever  rest  on 
fcbe  nation  that  inculcates  the  eternal  principles  of  right  and  justice,**  abolished  forever  the 
lamentable  institution  of  slavery. 

The  minister  will  be  pleased  to  convey  to  the  people  and  government  of  North  America  the 
fraternal  congratulations  which,  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  the  people  and  government  of 
Colombia  offer  them  on  this  occasion,  and  to  accept  the  considerations  with  which  the  under- 
signed is  his  honor's  attentive,  respectful  servant, 

SANTUGO  PEREZ. 

Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton^ 

MinigUr  Rendent  of  the  United  Statea  qf  America. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  223.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  March  2,  1866. 

Sir:  After  sending  my  No.  218, 1  made  a  short  memorandamof  the  viewa 
therein  expressed  as  to  the  answer  to  be  given  to  the  complaints  made  by  the 
Colombian  government  against  the  alleged  misconduct  of  United  States  naval 
officers  and  soldiers  on  the  isthmus,  and  banded  it  in  confidence  to  the  secretary 
of  foreign  relations,  stating  that  it  contained  only  some  immature  ideas  of  my 
own,  which,  in  the  absence  of  any  intimation  on  the  subject  from  my  govern- 
ment, I  submitted  for  his  consideration  with  a  view  to  the  adjustment  of  these 
matters  when  I  should  have  received  special  directions  to  that  end.  He  returned 
the  memorandum  a  few  days  afterwards,  saying  that  he  had  shown  it  to  the 
President,  who  was  much  pleased  with  the  suggestions,  and  had  authorized  him  to 
fiiay  to  me  that  they  were  fully  satisfactory  oti  the  points  to  which  they  had  direct 
reference.  The  recommendation  to  make  indemnity  to  Heady  was  not  inserted 
in  the  paper  I  handed  the  secretary.  I  only  submitted  the  ideas  of  my  despatch 
No.  218,  commencing  with  the  words  in  the  second  paragraph,  "  regrets  that  any 
misunderstanding,"  and  ending  with  *'  United  States  consuls  at  the  termini  of 
the  road  for  their  guidance.^' 

As  stated  in  my  No.  212.  I  had  obtained  an  assurance  from  this  government 
that  no  further  action  in  these  matters  would  be  taken  for  the  present.  Find- 
ing, however,  that  the  members  of  congress  from  the  States  of  Panama  and 
Bolivar  bad  excited  a  strong  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  members  from  other  States, 
and  that  a  resolution  would  probably  be  adopted  condemning  the  proceedings  of 
our  officers  on  the  isthmus,  to  be  followed  by  a  stringent  law  regulating  the  transit 
of  United  States  troops.  I  deemed  it  expedient  to  take  the  step  I  have  mentioned 
in  order  to  defeat,  if  possible,  such  action  by  the  congress  ;  supposing  the  sec- 
retary would  of  course  communicate  confidentially  the  points  I  had  suggested 
to  a  few  of  the  leading  members  of  that  body.  A  bill,  well  calculated  to  em- 
barrass our  rights  on  the  isthmus,  had,  however,  been  prepared,  which  was  after- 
wards rejected     As  will  be  seen  from  the  senate  proceedings  in  Diario  Oficial, 
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No.  574,  the  bill  received  only  three  votes,  those  of  the  secretaries  of  state  of 
Panama  and  Bolivar  and  of  another  senator  from  the  latter  State ;  its  movers 
and  advocates  voting  against  it.     For  the  present  the  whole  affair  is*  put  to  rest. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  jj^ur  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  SiatCt  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burton. 

No.  137.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  27,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  214,  dated 
January  20th,  1866,  with  the  enclosures  relating  to  the  seizure  on  the  Magdalena 
river,  in  December  last,  of  the  Pteamer  Antioquia. 

An  examination  of  the  vuliimiiious  papers  upon  this  subject  discloses  so  many 
and  so  grave  questions  as  to  induce  the  determination  to  suspend  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  claims  of  the  Amercicau  citizens  interested  in  that  vessel. 

The  facts  appear  to  be  that  the  steamer  is  owned  by  the  "  Oompania  Unida 
de  Navegacion  por  vapor  en  el  Rio  Magdalena."  The  oiigin  and  constitation 
of  this  company  are  not  stated,  but  an  attested  list  of  its  shareholders  is  amon^ 
the  documents  presented  by  its  financial  agent.  From  this  it  appears  that  of 
the  $360,000  forming  the  nominal  capital  of  the  company,  $162,500,  less  than 
half,  is  held  by  American  citizens,  $128,000  by  British  subjects;  $22,500  by 
citizens  of  Hamburgh ;  $5,000  by  those  of  Colombia;  $40,700  marked  as  Co- 
lombian, but  alrto  stated  to  be  the  property  of  Granados,  Garcia  &  Co.,  of  Paris, 
and  as  ordered  to  be  transferred  to  the  British  firm  of  Isaac  &  Samuel ;  $1,300 
marked  as  Colombian,  but  in  process  of  transfer  from  the  holders  to  J.  A.  Ca- 
tano,  a  Colombian.  The  stock  would  therefore  appear  to  be  transferable  at  will, 
and  the  company  to  have  in  this  respect  at  least  the  attributes  of  a  corp6ratioii. 

The  seizure  of  the  steamer  was  made  by  order  of  an  officer  exercising  for  the 
time  supreme  executive  functions  in  the  State  of  Magdalena,.and  was  subse- 
quently ratified  by  the  President  of  Magdalena  and  acknowledged  by  the  min- 
ister for  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  as  an  act  for  which 
the  general  government  is  responsible. 

The  officer  directing  the  seizmre.put  it  upon  two  grounds:  1st.  That  the 
vessel  had,  in  violation  of  an  express  order  prohibiting  the  giving  passage  to  two 
political  suspects,  taken  them  on  board  and  transported  them  to  an  unusual  land- 
ing place  on  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  a  town  in  insurrection,  where  they  united 
themselves  with  the  insurgents.  Ifpon  tlds  point  it  may  be  remarked  that  the 
company  appear  to  make  a  somewhat  lame  defence  to  the  charge,  but  that  ita 
consideration  is  of  minor  importance,  as  the  Colombian  government  may  be 
deemed  to  have  in  a  manner  waived  it,  in  adopting  the  second  ground  of  seizure, 
viz  :  2d.  A  military  necessity  of  pressing  the  steamer  into  the  public  service  for 
the  transportation  of  troops. 

The  steamer  was  in  fact  employed  in  such  a  service.  Upon  its  termination 
the  President  of  Magdalena  requested  the  agent  of  the  company  to  designate 
some  person  who  should  go  to  the  point  upon  the  river  where  the  steamer  ¥ras 
then  located,  and  there  receive  possession  of  her.  This  waa  declined  on  the 
score  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  government  to  redeliver  her  at  the  port  where 
the  headquarters  of  tlie  company  were  established.  This  branch  of  the  contro- 
versy is  unimportant  in  principle,  insomuch  as  it  relates  only  to  the  question  of 
damages. 

In  respect  to  the  allegation  that  the  Antioqtua  was  selected  for  appropriation 
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to  the  use  of  th^government  by  reason  of  an  interest  of  the  officer  who  directed 
it,  in  a  rival  Hej^. which  had  steamers  equally  convenient  and  serviceable,  it  may 
be  observed  That  the  general  right  of  a  government  in  time  of  war  or  insur-  i 
rection  to  press  into  its  transport  service  a  foreign  vessel  within  its  territory  is 
not  to  be  dii^puted.  When  there  is  any  reasonable  color  of  a  necessity  for  such 
a  measure,  the  government  must  in  the  nature  of  things  be  allowed  a  large 
discretion  in  judging  of  its  degree.  It  cannot  be  called  upon  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  with  private  parties  as  to  the  grounds  upon  which  it  esteems 
the  act  necessary,  or  the  motives  upon  which  it  selects  one  vessel  rather  than 
another ;  this  would  substantially  defeat  the  right  a  branch  of  sovereign  power 
exercised  confessedly  upon  exceptional  grounds  over  property  ordinarily  exempt 
from  local  burdens,  and  under  the  obligation  to  make  plenary  compensation.  If 
a  tribunal  adjusting  the  damages  might  be  tempted  to  measure  them  more 
liberally  in  a  ease  where  manifest  partiality  had  been  exercised  by  the  govern- 
ment agent  at  the  expense  of  the  claimant,  it  is  only  in  that  aspect  that  the  cir- 
cumstance may  appear  to  become  a  proper  subject  of  discussion. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  declares 
that  the  President  of  Magdalena  "  lamented  the  abuse  referred  to,'*  and  in  the  same 
connection  he  states  the  President's  offer  to  return  the  vessel  and  make  prompt 
indemnification  without  the  necessity  of  a  reclamation  or  of  judgment  by  the 
conrts. 

I  appreciate  bnt  imperfectly  the  stress  which  is  laid  by  the.  claimants  upon 
the  guarantees  of  the  Colombian  cbnstitution  and  laws  for  the  free  navigation 
of  rivers,  and  upon  the  contract  with  the  steamship  company  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mails  in  part,  perhaps,  because  the  text  of  these  documents  is  not  fully 
presented.  So  far  as  cited  they  do  not  seem  to  have  any  just  relation  to  the 
anomalous  exigencies  of  war  and  rebellion.  The  circumstance  that  the  Antioquia 
was  engaged  in  carrying  the  Colombian  mails  is  one  apparently  excusing  rather 
than  condemning  the  temporary  appropriation  of  her  in  preference  to  other  ves- 
sels equally  adapted  for  use  as  transports ;  she  was  already  to  a  certain  ^tent  in 
the  public  service. 

The  federal  government  of  Colombia  declares  that  it  has  instructed  its  procurador 
to  collect  the  necessary  documents  and  submit  them  to  the  legal  tribunals,  with 
a  view  to  the  liquidation  of  damages.  It  thereupon  invites  the  agent  of  the 
company  to  ftirnish  his  bill  of  charges  and  his  proofe.  With  this  I  think  the 
claunants  must  rest  satisfied.  We  are  unfortunately  too  familiar  with  complaints 
of  the  delay  and  inefficiency  of  the  courts  in  the  South  American  republics. 
We  must,  however,  continue  to  repose  confidence  in  their  independence  and  in- 
tegrity, or  we  must  take  the  broad  ground  that  those  States  are  like  those  of 
Oriental  semi-civilized  countries— outside  the  pale  within  which  the  law  of  nations, 
as  generally  accepted  by  Christendom,  is  understood  to  govern.  The  people 
who  go  to  these  regions  and  encounter  great  risks  in  the  hope  of  great  rewards, 
most  be  regarded  as  taking  all  the  circumstances  into  consideration,  and  cannot 
with  reason  ask  their  government  to  complain  that  they  stand  on  a  common  foot- 
ing with  native  subjects  in  respect  to  the  alleged  wants  of  an  able,  prompt,  and 
conscientious  judiciary.  We  cannot  undertake  to  supervise  the  arrangements 
of  the  whole  world  for  litigation,  because  American  citizens  voluntarily  expose 
themselves  to  be  concerned  in  their  deficiencies. 

There  is  a  more  general  question  noi^  under  consideration  by  this  government) 
which  seems  to  be  involved  in  this  case.  Further  information  in  respect  to  the 
oi^;anization  and  character  of  the  company  owning  the  Antioquia  may  show  that 
the  question  does  not  arise.  ' 

It  is  argued  that  when  an  American  citizen  goes  abroad,  and  fuses  his  property 
or  invests  his  funds  in  any  form  of  special  association  created  by  the  law  of  the 
region  where  the  association  conducts  its  business,  by  which  the  general  title  to 
the  property  with  which  tKe  company  operates  is  vested  in  an  artificial  body. 
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giving  to  the  associates  bbares  assignable  at  pleasure,  ia  Aat  case  the  shares  of 
the  American  citizen  are  a  species  of  property,  not  partakingjpf  his  national 
character,  and  in  respect  to  whatever  may  befall  the  property  &rtRk  aasociaticm 
the  American  shareholder  has  no  valid  claim  for  the  intervention  of  his  govern- 
ment. If  his  shares,  specifically  as  the  property  of  an  American,  in  that  shape 
should  be  the  subject  of  unjustifiable  confiscation  or  other  outrages,  that  w^oidd 
raise  what  is  conceived  to  be  a  different  quiestion,  with  which  we  are  not  at 
present  concerned. 

A  corporator  as  such  has  no  property  in  the  chattels  or  credits  in  which  the 
capital  of  himself  and  his  associates  may  have  been  invested  by  the  governing 
body  of  the  corporation.  All  that  he  has  is  a  right  to  an  account  and  a  diatn- 
bution  between  himself  and  his  associates  of  what  may  remain  after  converting 
the  property  of  the  corporation  iu  cash,  or  other  desirable  assets,  after  paying 
its  debts,  together  with  the  faculty  of  transferring  this  right  to  an  account  to 
any  third  person,  by  assigning  his  stock  without  consulting  his  associates. 

A  very  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  United  States  has  furnished 
a  striking*  elucidation  of  the  nature  of  this  property.  The  Constitution,  as  in- 
terpreted by  that  tribunal,  exempts  the  stocks  of  the  federal  government  &ora 
taxation  by  the  States  and  municipalities.  A  national  bank  invests  its  entire  capital 
in  federal  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness,  or  such  capital  may  have  heen 
constituted  by  the  specific  contribution  of  each  stockholder  of  his  aliquot  share 
of  such  bonds  oi:  certificates.  In  the  hands  of  the  corporation  they  are  exempt 
from  State  taxation.  Congress,  however,  thought  proper  to  subject  to  State 
taxation  the  stock  of  individual  shareholders  in  the  national  banks.  This  was 
resisted  as  an  indirect  mode  of  evading  the  constitutional  immunity  as  taxing,  ia 
effect,  the  same  property  under  one  name  which  was  exempt  under  another.  The 
court  decided  against  the  right  to  exemption,  and  in  an  answer  to  the  argument  first 
suggested,  it  said,  <*the  tax  on  the  sharcB  is  not  a  tax  on  the  capital  of  the  bank. 
The  corporation  is  the  legal  owner  of  all  the  property  of  the  bank,  real  and  per- 
sonal, and  within  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  the  charter  and  for  the  purposes 
for  whi^  it  was  created,  can  deal  with  the  corporate  property  as  absolutely  as 
a  private  individual  can  deal  with  his  own.  This  is  funiliar  law,  and  TviU  be 
found  iu  every  work  that  may  be  opened  on  the  subject  of  corporation.  A  strik- 
ing exemplification  may  be  seen  in  the  case  of  the  Queen  vs,  Arnold,  (9  Adolph 
&  Ellis,  N.  S.,  p.  806.)  The  question  related  to  the  registry  of  a  ship  owned 
by  a  corporation.  Lord  Denman  observed :  "It  appears  to  me  that  the  British 
corporation  is,  as  such,  the  sole  owner  of  the  ship.  The  individual  members  ol 
the  corporation  are,  no  doubt,  interested  ia  one  sense  in  the  property  of  the  cor- 
poration, as  they  may  derive  individual  benefits  from  its  increase,  or  loss  frooi 
its  decrease,  but  in  no  legal  sense  are  the  individual  members  the  owners.' 

'*  The  interest  of  the  shareholder  entitles  him  to  participate  iu  the  net  profits 
earned  by  the  bank  in  the  employment  of  its  capital,  dihing  the  existem^  of  its 
charter,  in  proportion  to  the,  number  of  his  shares,  an^  upon  its  dissolution  or 
termination,  to  his  proportion  of  the  property  that  may  remain  of  the  corporadon 
after  the  payment  of  its  debts.  This  i§  a  distinct,  independent  interest  or  property 
held  by  the  slaveholder  like  any  other  property  that  may  belong  to  him.  Now 
it  is  this  interest  which  the  act  of  Congress  has  left  subject  to  taxation  by  the 
States." 

The  case  of  the  Queen  vt,  Arnold  thus  cited  approvingly  is  even  more  pertinent 
to  the  (question  in  hand. 

The  f^acific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  a  corporation  created  by  the  law  oi 
Great  Britain,  upon  applying  for  a  British  register  for  one  of  its  ships,  met  with 
a  refusal  on  the  ground  that  the  statute  in  force  (8  and  9  Victoria,  chapter  9} 
prohibited  foreigners  being  entitled  to  be  owners  in  whole  or  in  part,  directly  or 
indirectly,  of  any  vessel  requiring  to  be  registered ;  and  in  another  place  made  it 
a  condition  that  the  vessel  shoiud  wholly  belong  to  her  Majesty's  subjects. 
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whfle  a  portion  of  the  stock  of  the  Pacific  Navigation  Gompanj  was  owned  hy 
eitisens  and  residents  of  Mexico.  Lord  Denman,  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
Coort  of  Queen's  Bench,  which  commanded  the  issuing  of  the  register,  observed, 
in  addition  to  the  remarks  quoted  by  the  Snpreme  Goart, "  the  British  corporation 
k,  as  such,  the  sole  owner  of  the  ship,  and  a  British  subject,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  5th  section,  notwithstanding  some  foreigners  may  individually  have  shares 
in  the  company,  and  such  individual  owners  are  not  entitled,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  be  owners  of  the  vessel." 

Apply  this  doctrine  to  the  case  in  hand.  The  value  of  the  Antioquia  is  stated 
by  the  agent  of  the  company  which  owns  it  at  $50,000,  while  the  whole  capital 
is  1360,000.  Can  the  owners  of  $162,500  of  this  capital  lay  claim  to  that 
proportion,  162^  d60ths,  or  any  proportion  of  that  steamboat  I  It  is  entirely  con- 
Bistent  with  anything  that  appears,  that  the  company  may  be  insolvent,  and  that 
the  resulting  interests  to  the  claimants  in  all  its  property  may  be  nothing. 

Is  not  this  the  proper  view  justified  by  the  authorities  cited  1  The  association 
as  an  entity,  is  to  be  assimilated  to  a  citizen  of  Colombia.  If  it  has  sustained  a 
wrong,  is  it  not  for  it  to  pursue  such  remedy  as  it  may  have  in  the  same  manner 
as  a  private  Colombian  would  be  obliged  to  do,  without  the  aid  of  any  govern- 
ment external  to  Colombia? 

It  may  well  be  t^at  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Russia,  are  stock- 
holders in  our  national  banks.  Such  persons  may  own  all  the  shares  except  a 
few  necessary  to  qualify  the  directors  whom  they  select.  Is  it  to  be  thought 
of  that  each  of  those  powers  shall  intervene  when  their  subjects  consider  the 
bank  aggrieved  by  the  operations  of  t  his  government  ?  If  it  were  tolerated,  sup- 
pose England  to  agree  to  one  mode  of  adjustment,  or  one  measure  of  damages, 
while  France  should  insist  upon  another,  what  end  is  conceivable  to  the  compli- 
cations that  might  ensue  ? 

It  is  argued  that  there  is  no  wise  policy  which  requires  us  to  encourage  the 
employment  of  American  capital  abroad  *by  extending  to  it  any  protection 
beyond  what  is  due  of  the  strictest  obligation.  There  is  no  wise  policy  in  enlarg- 
ing the  capacity  of  our  citizens  domiciled  abroad  for  purpose»  of  mere  pleasure, 
ease,  or  profit,  to  involve  this  government  in  controversy  with  foreign  powers. 
The  tendency  of  things,  it  is  urged,  is  to  an  increase  year  by  year  of  just  such 
companies  in  the  South  American  States  as  that  which  presents  the  claim  under 
consideration,  while  no  very  proximate  period  can  be  foreseen  at  which  we  may 
expect  their  exposure  to  the  hazards  of  intestine  commotion  to  be  sensibly 
diminished. 

We  are  sufiSciently  impressed  by  these  considerations  to  pause  for  further 
information,  especially  as  the  afi*air  seems  to  be  in  a  way  of  an  adjustment,  unless 
the  claimants  impede  it,  to  which  there  is  gi:eat  difficulty  in  objecting.  Any 
fiirther  evidence,  however,  or  arguments  which  the  American  claimants  may 
deem  pertinent  to  a  just  disposition  of  their  case,  on  the  part  of  this  government, 
will  be  attentively  considered. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Allan  A.  Burton,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burton. 

No.  138.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  30,  18C6. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  (No.  212)  dated 
January  11th,  1866,  with  enclosures  relating  to  the  misconduct  of  United  States 
troops  on  crossing  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  in  the  months  of  August  and  Novem- 
ber last.  y-^  T 
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The  iafiorniation  which  these  papers  afford  is  too  imperfect  to  eoaUe  us  U> 
form  an  uccurate  judgmeut  of  the  events  to  which  thej  refer. 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  investigate  the  complainUs,  with  the  purpose  of 
making  due  amends  for  any  wrong  that  shall  be  found  to  have  been  committed, 
and  to  guard  against  its  recurrence. 

You  will  communicate  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  the  formal  disavowal 
by  this  government  of  any  knowledge  or  approval  of  acts  whether  directed  or 
allowed  by  its  military  officers  inconsistent  with  the  respect  it  cherishes  for  the 
sovereign  rights  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  or  the  security  of  its  people 
inhabiting  the  isthmus.  Your  course  in  promptly  tendering  verbal  auuranees 
to  this  effect  is  approved. 

It  does  not  appear  from  your  despatch,  or  the  papers  referred  to  and  aceom- 
panying  it,  what  modification  was  proposed  of  the  orders  to  the  President  of 
Fanama  of  May  13th,  1865.  As  the  promise  of  the  minister  for  foreign  affuis 
that  those  orders  should  remain  unchanged  for  the  present  seems  to  indicate 
that  the  purpose  to  make  some  modification  is  not  entirely  abandoned,  the 
information  may  be  important. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Allan  A.  Burton,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  BurUm. 

No.  139.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April 30,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  November 
4th,  No.  198.  It  is  accompanied  with  several  papers  which  relate  to  certain  pro- 
ceedings which  were  taken  by  Acting  Rear- Admiral  G.  F.  Pearson,  of  Panama, 
on  the  occasion  o(  the  burial  of  Alexander  K.  McKee,  esq.,  deceased,  late  United 
States  consul  in  that  city. 

In  answering  that  despatch  I  shall  have  occasion  also  to  notice  matters  which 
are  presented  in.  your  previous  despatch  of  the  1st  of  November,  No.  195. 

Alexander  McKee,  esq.,  late  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Panama,  departed 
this  life  on  or  about  the  1st  of  September  last.  His  death  appears  to  have 
been  profoundly  lamented  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia 
at  that  place,  as  well  as  by  the  citizens  and  naval  agents  of  the  United  States 
who  were  residing  there  or  were  on  duty  in  the  vicinity.  A  stranger  in  a 
foreign  country,  it  was  natural  that  his  countrymen  who  were  thus  sojourning 
there  should  be  moved  to  pay  to  his  remains  the  customary  duties  of  tenderness 
and  respect. 

So  far  as  the  facts  can  be  ascertained  from  the  papers  now  before  me,  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  public  authorities  of  Colombia,  or  those  of  the  State  uf  Paaama, 
assumed  to  themselves  the  performance  of  any  duties  whatever  in  relation  to  the 
funeral  obsequies  of  the  deceased.  I  am  left  at  liberty  to  suppose  that  the  pre> 
liminary  arrangements  for  those  obsequies  were  made  exclusively  by  private  and 
unofficial  parties  who  had  been  acquaintances  of  the  consul.  It  does  distinctly 
appear  that  the  authorities  of  Colombia  or  those  of  Panama  made  no  communica- 
tion whatever  concerning  the  occasion  to  Rear- Admiral  Pearson,  who  was  then 
on  board  of  the  ship  Lancaster  in  the  port  of  Panama,  and  in  command  of  the 
United  States  squadron  in  the  Pax^ific. 

The  funeral  was  appomted  for  the  4th  of  September.  In  the  morning  of  that 
day,  and  at  the  hour  appointed,  Admiral  Pearson  landed  from  his  flag-eh^ 
attended  by  a  small  marine  guard,  provided  with  cartridges  without  balls,  and 
an  unarmed  hand  of  music,  which  unarmed  band  and  practically  unarmed  guard 
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were  attached  to  tbe  naval  eervice  on  board  the  flag- ship.  The  rear-ad mirars 
object  in  landing  the  marines  and  the  band  was  to  pay  the  customary  naval 
honors  to  the  remains  of  the  deceased  consul.  The  admiral,  however,  had  given 
no  notice  to  the  authorities  at  Panama,  state  or  federal,  of  his  purpose  or  desire 
to  pay  those  honors  in  that  form.  The  obsequies  proceeded,  the  naval  honors 
were  paid  by  the  admiral,  together  with  the  marines  and  band,  and  all  are 
understood  to  have  then  returned  quietly  to  the  flag-ship.  It  is  not  alleged  that 
any  disorder  or  disturbance  occurred,  or  any  oflence  was  committed,  or  that 
there  was  menace  otherwise  than  what  was  constituted  by  ihe  fact  of  the  landing 
of  these  naval  mariners  on  the  shore  without  permission  previously  given  by  the 
national  or  state  authorities  at  Panama. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts  the  President  of  the  State  of  Panama,  one  of  the 
eonetituent  States  of  the  republic  of  Colombia,  on  the  6tb  of  September,  addressed 
a  note  to  Rear-Admiral  Pearson.  In  that  note  the  President  of  Panama 
'  stated,  that  on  the  day  of  the  funeral,  he,  (the  President,)  with  the  other  public 
superior  functionaries,  national  and  state,  residing  in  the  city  of  Panama,  were 
prepared  to  attend  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  late  consul,  whose  death  was 
justly  deplored,  when  the  President  perceived  that  a  party  of  armed  people,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  marine,  had  disembarked,  together  with  a  band  of 
music,  to  do  honor  to  the  civil  and  military  rank  of  Mr.  McKee.  This  discovery 
the  President  said  placed  him  under  the  painful  necessity  of  declining  and  caus- 
ing the  other  authorities  to  decline  attending  the  obsequies,  because  no  permission 
for  Buch  disembarcationhad  been  asked  for  of  him,  he  being  the  first  authority  in  the 
State  of  Panama.  The  President  in  his  note  alleged  thatit  would  have  been  very 
natural  for  him  to  have  granted  such  permission,  especially  in  consideration  of 
the  fact  that  neither  the  national  nor  state  authorities  in  Panama  had  there  any 
band  of  martial  music,  nor  any  body  of  troops  to  contribute  in  giving  new  gravity 
to  the  ceremony. 

The  President  then  argued  that  the  disembarcation  of  the  marines  with  a 
*  musical  band  without  permission  being  first  solicited  might  be  understood  unfa- 
vorably if  it  should  pass  unnoticed  ;  that  his  silence  on  the  occasion  might 
be  taken  as  an  argumei\t  thereafter  for  neglecting  the  correct  usages  of  the  law 
of  nations. 

Having  made  these  explanations,  the  President  closed  with  saying  that  he 
expected,  therefore,  that  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  to  disembark  armed  naval 
forces  in  future,  that  it  would  not  be  done  without  the  consent  of  the  authority 
at  Panama,  which  represents  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  nation. 

Bear-Admiral  Pearson  replied  to  the  President  on  the  8th  of  September,  to 
the  effect  following,  viz  :  After  reciting  the  facts  in  the  case  the  rear-admiral 
eaid,  that  he  regretted  that  the  President  had  not  attended  the  funeral  services 
of  a  consul  so  much  beloved ;  that  he  could  do  no  less  than  to  express  also  the 
impressions  which  had  been  made  upon  his  mind  by  the  President's  statement 
of  his  objections  to  the  presence  of  the  marine  guard  and  the  marine  band  at 
the  funeral  ceremony. 

ITie  admiral  having  adverted  to  the  facts  that  the  marine  guard  were  fur- 
nished with  cartridges,  only  without  balls ;  that  the  band  of  music  was  unarmed ; 
that  their  only  object  was  to  honor  the  remains  of  the  consul,  then  took  notice 
of  the  complaint  of  the  President  that  the  disembarcation  was  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  nations. 

The  admiral  said  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  armed  troops  should  never  put 
foot  on  the  territory  of  a  friendly  government  without  special  permission  from  • 
its  chief,  but  in  the  present  case  he  added  : 

"  All  the  city  was  mourning  the  loss  of  a  friend  ;  and  it  never  occurred  to  me 
that  anything  I  might  do  in  honor  of  his  memory  would  be  taken  in  any 
other  sense  than  joining  in  the  general  grief  of  all,  including  the  President  and 
the  other  employes  of  the  government."    "  Besides,"  continued  the  admiral,  **at 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


528  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESl>ONDENCB, 

that  time  tbe  city  was  overhang  with  a  cloud  of  sadness,  which  prevented  lend- 
ing attention  to  little  forms,  no  one  thinking  of  anything  hut  in  contribattng 
to  the  deceased,  the  much  loved  Oolonel  McKee,  the  melancholy  homage,  whoae 
remains  were  to  be  immediately  buried." 

Pasding  from  that  point,  as  it  would  seem  to  the  conclusion  of  the  President's 
letter,  the  admiral  said,  "I  will  here  take  the  liberty  to  assure  your  excellenej 
that,  in  conformity  with  my  orders  to  the  squadron  of  my  command,  armed  troops 
will  land  immediately  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  fulfil  the  stipalations  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  Colombia  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  especially  when  the  railroad  and  its  passengers  are  in  danger. 

'*  You  inform  me,"  the  admiral  continues,  <*  that,  for  the  future,  you  hope  when 
it  may  be  necessary  to  land  armed  troops  it  will  not  be  done  without  the  con- 
sent of  your  excellency.  There  is  not  the  least  objection  to  asking  this  permis- 
sion ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  you  notice,  that  in  case  of  alarm  tbe 
required  force  of  the  squadron  for  an  immediate  service  would  probably  be 
detained  from  arriving  in  Panama  at  least  two  hours,  waiting  to  eommanicate 
with  the  city  and  receive  permission  from  your  excellency.  In  consideration  of 
the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  it  is  believed  that  armed  troops  may  be  landed  at 
any  moment;  and  our  late  consul  and  others  anxiously  desiring  it,  I  have 
ordered  the  marine  troops  to  land  when  there  was  any  danger,  to  protect  tbe 
consulate  and  the  naval  depot,  without  permission  from  the  authorities,  and  I  am 
disposed  to  do  the  same  again ;  convinced  that  such  conduct  will  not  only  be 
agreeable  to  the  consul  and  naval  storekeeper,  but  also  to  the  President  of  the 
State,  since  it  will  contribute  to  the  preservation  of  good  order." 

The  admiral  concludes  with  saying  to  the  President : 

"  Do  not  think  for  a  moment,  however,  that  1  dispute  your  legitimate  right  to 
wish  that  permission  be  asked  by  means  of  an  officer  to  disembark  armed  troops 
in  time  of  necessity,  or  to  do  the  customary  funeral  honors  at  the  death  of  an 
(mploy^  of  the  United  States,  or  to  land  a  band  of  unarmed  musicians.  All  this,« 
beside  being  your  lawful  duty,  would  give  me  pleaiBure  to  carry  it  out  by  means 
of  an  order  to  the  commanders.  I  shall  also  remit  to  the  government  (of  the 
United  States)  a  copy  of  your  communication  and  a  copy  of  my  answer,  to  the 
end  that  if  at  any  time  the  force  under  my  command  shall  be  delayed  in  case  of 
any  emergency  in  consequence  of  my  awaiting  your  consent  to  the  disembarca- 
tion,  it  may  not  be  attributable  to  me." 

Having  now  set  forth  the  material  pai'ts  of  the  correspondence  which  took 
place  in  September  last  between  the  President  of  Panama  and  the  acting  rear- 
admiral  of  the  United  States  conceining  tlie  occurrence' referred  to,  I  proceed 
in  the  next  pl.jce  to  bring  into  the  record  the  representation  which  that  corre- 
spondence has  elicited  from  his  excellency  Mr.  Santiago  Perez,  secretary  of  the 
interior  and  of  foreign  relations  of  the  republic  of  Colombia. 

On  the  16th  of  October  last,  that  secretary  addressed  a  note  to  the  miniver 
resident  of  the  United  States  at  Bogota,  based  upon  the  aforementioned  corre- 
spondence. The  secretary  wrote  in  effect  these  words  :  "  The  neutrality  of  the 
isthmus,  or  of  the  sovereignty  of  New  Granada  (now  the  United  Statee  of 
Colombia)  over  it,  guaranteed  by  the  United  States  of  North  America,  in  the 
thirty-fiftb  article  of  the  treaty  of  1846,  are  rights  pertaining  to  Colombia,  rights 
the  effectiveness  of  which  it  belongs  to  her  to  demand  at  the  time  and  the  cir- 
cumstances which  may  be  convenient  to  her  and  equitable.  But  that  guarantee 
of  the  neutrality  of  the  isthmus  and  its  sovereignty  to  Colombia  does  not  oblige 
her  to  submit  to  the  measures  which  the  United  States  of  North  America  or  any 
agent  of  theirs  may  pretend  to  impose  on  her  in  derogation  of  the  national  dig- 
nity, and  nut  only  without  the  requirement  of  the  local  authorities  but  in  spite 
of  them." 

The  secretary  proceeded  to  write  further  to  the  effect  that  "  the  local  autbori- 
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tiea  of  the  State  of  Panama,  or  as  agents  of  the  national  government  respectively, 
in  virtue  of  their  powers  and  in  the  falfilment  of  their  duties,  have  to  maintain 
on  the  isthmus  the  public  security,  and  the  guarantees  due  its  inhabitants  and 
persons  who  may  be  trustworthy  there.  In  the  discharge  of  their  duties  the 
authorities  would  employ  the  means  at  their  command  and  require  such  assist- 
ance as  they  may  find  necessary,  and  to  which  they  may  be  entitled,  provided 
it  can  be  so  given,  and  as  stipulated." 

The  secretary  continued  his  argument  in  these  words  :  "  Otherwise  assistance 
would  not  be  real  assistance,  and  the  employment  of  a  foreign  force,  although 
under  alleged  necessity  or  convenience,  would  be  rather  to  have  it  imposed  than 
asked ;  an  act  inadmissible  by  the  legitimate  authorities  of  that  territory,  and 
unacceptable  according  to  the  most  primitive  notions  of  public  law." 

The  secretary  proceeded  to  write  further  as  follows :  *'  Agreeably  to  the  said 
thirty-fifth  article,  said  guarantee  is  expressly  declared  to  be  an  especial  compen- 
sation for  favors  acquired  by  the  United  States  of  North  America  in  that  State. 
The  guarantee  is,  therefore,  not  a  right  pertaining  to  them,  but  an  obligation,  a 
service  contracted  by  them ;  a  service,  it  is  true,  which  redounds  to  their  interest, 
bat  which  cannot  take  the  character  of  a  power  or  jurisdiction.  But,  by  giving 
to  said  guarantee  the  interpretation  implied  in  the  pretensions  of  Rear^ Admiral 
Pearson,  it  would  be  converted  into  an  additional  favor  to  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  a  favor  which  would  require  on  the  part  of  Colombia  the  abdi- 
cation of  her  sovereignty.  The  propriety  of  opportunely  appealing  to  the  neces- 
sary measures  to  preserve  in  every  case  security  on  the  isthmus,  must  be  decided 
by  the  power  intrusted  with  its  preservation,  a  power  which  represents  the  na- 
tional sovereignty,  and  at  the  order  of  which,  within  the  respective  limits,  agents 
are  to  be  maintained  whose  duty  it  is  to  lend  effective  assistance.  Who  has  borne 
the  responsibility  arising  from  a  want  of  order  or  security  on  the  isthmus  when 
disorders  have  occurred  ?  The  use,  therefore,  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  the  maintenance  of  the  sov- 
ereignty of  Colombia  on  the  isthmus  has  to  be  determined  by  the  Colombian 
authorities  themselves,  and  not  by  the  chiefs  of  those  forces,  whatever  may  be 
tlie  apparent  inconvenience  in  any  case  to  the  latter— inconveniences  to  be  fore- 
seen and  removed  by  him  who  is  responsible  for  the  disturbances. 

''  Such  is  the  understanding  and  the  grounds  taken  by  the  Colombian  govern- 
ment with  respect  to  the  part  in  question  of  the  treaty  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America.  It  is  sure  that  such  is  the  understanding  and  views  maintained 
by  the  minister  resident,  whom  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  address  and  to 
request  of  him  an  express  opinion  on  the  point.  The  way  of  transit  across 
the  isthmus  shall  be  opened  to  the  citizens  and  government  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  agreeable  to  said  article  thirty-five,  but  neither  this  nor  any 
other  article  of  the  treaty  implies  the  right  to  disembark  the  troops  in  that  ter- 
ritory without  previous  notice,  and  then  subject  to  the  conditions  of  the  treaty. 
Much  less  does  it  imply  the  right  to  disembark  North  American  forces  in  order 
that  they  may  go  through  exercises  on  Colombian  territory  or  occupy  it  in  or- 
ganized bodies  or  regiments  in  a^r  operation  whatever.  The  right  to  disembark 
and  of  transit  will  always  be  subject  to  the  compact  between  the  two  nations, 
and,  in  cases  of  resistance,  to  the  judgment  and  demand  of  the  local  authorities, 
who  in  this  particular  act  as  the  agents  of  the  national  government. 

"  In  this  sense  instructions  have  been  given  to  the  government  of  the  city  of 
Panama  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  minister  resident  of  North  America  finding 
all  the  foregoing  in  strict  accordance  with  the  existing  treaty,  and  with  the  well- 
understood  interest  of  both  countries,  he  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  his 
orders  accordingly  to  the  agents  of  his  nation  on  the  isthmus,  that  they  may 
desist  from  and  put  an  end  to  whatever  they  have  manifested  or  that  they  may 
jnanifest  to  the  contrary." 
Vol.  m 34 
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Having  thus  recited  the  various  points  in  this  extraordinary  correepondenee, 
I  proceed  to  give  you  the  opinion  of  this  government  concerning  the  same : 

First,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  entire  controversy  is  uncalled  for  by  any 
proceedings  which  have  been  taken  by  Admiral  Pearson,  or  by  any  exigency 
that  has  arisen  in  our  relations  with  the  government  of  Colombia,  and  therefore 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  discussion  is  entirely  unnecessary. 

The  United  States  of  America  are  sincere  friends  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia.  We  are  not  now  under  any  necessity  to  confess  the  obligations  or 
to  claim  the  benefits  which  result  from  that  most  interesting  relation. 

When  we  consider  the  circumstances  of  the  death  of  our  late  esteemed  con* 
sul  at  Panamai  Mr.  McKee,  it  seems  to  us  that  Admiral  Pearson  mieht  reason- 
ably have  expected,  in  view  of  the  relations  which  he  sustained  to  both  eonii- 
tries,  that  the  national  or  state  authorities  at  Panama  would  first  communicate 
with  the  admiral  in  regard  to  that  lamented  event.  We  do  not,  however, 
think  it  strange  that,  impressed  by  the  general  and  overwhelming  sense  of  the 
calamity  which  had  befallen  both  countries,  the  authorities  at  Panama  omitted 
to  make  such  a  communication.  In  the  absence  of  such  communi .ration  we 
admit  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  admiral  to  address  himself  to  the  national  and 
state  authorities  at  Panama  and  express  his  desire  to  attend  the  funeral  obse- 
quies of  the  deceased,  giving  notice  of  the  form  of  ceremonial  which  he  had 
adopted. 

We  regret  his  failure  to  do  so,  though  we  think  criticisms  upon  that  omis- 
sion by  the  federal  and  state  authorities  at  Panama,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  are  uncalled  for  and  unkind.  We  think  that  when  Admiral 
Pearson  appeared  on  the  wharf  attended  by  a  detachment  of  marines  furnished 
only  with  cartridges,  and  with  the  ship's  band  of  music,  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  the  funeral  of  Mr.  McKee,  it  was  the  right  of  the  President  of 
Panama,  or  other  representative  of  the  national  government  of  Colombia,  to  ask 
of  the  admiral  an  explanation  of  the  character  and  object  of  his  landing.  It 
is  now  manifest  that  such  an  explanation  as  would  have  been  entirely  satis- 
factory could  and  would  then  have  been  given.  We  regret  exceedingly  that  it 
was  not  askf^d.  We  do  not,  however,  complain  of  the  Colombian  authoritieB 
for  omitting  to  ask  the  explanation.  On  the  other  hand,  we  think  that  a  review 
of  the  whole  subject  would  satisfy  the  friendly  government  of  Colombia  that 
the  President  of  Panama  on  that  occasion  took  a  jealous  attitude,  which  would 
have  better  become  an  agent  of  a  party  holding  relations  different  and  more 
unfriendly  than  those  which  at  present  exist  between  the  United  States  of  Co- 
lombia and  the  United  States  of  America.  It  would  have  been  entirely  proper 
for  him  to  ask  of  the  admiral,  in  a  friendly  manner,  an  explanation  of  his  pro- 
ceedings in  landing  with  the  marines  and  musicians  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
and  to  have  limited  his  demand  to  that  subject  alone.  Had  the  President  of 
Panama  thus  addressed  the  admiral,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  would  have 
given  an  unobjectionable  and  satisfactory  reply. 

We  understand  that  the  reason  why  the  subject  is  brought  by  the  secretaiy 
for  foreign  affairs  of  Colombia  to  the  notice  oi'  this  government  is,  that  in  this 
regard,  the  reply  which  was  given  by  the  admiral  to  the  letter  which  was  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  President  of  Panama  was  unsatisfactory.  With  a  view 
to  remove  this  impression  it  is  now  cheerfully  admitted  by  this  government  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  admiral  in  the  first  instance,  on  that  occasion,  to  ask 
leave  for  landing  the  marines  and  musicians,  and  having  omitted  to  perfona 
that  duty,  it  was  then  incumbent  upon  him  to  tender  a  satisfactory  explanation 
to  the  authority.  The  President  of  Panama,  however,  was  not  content  to  ask 
merely  such  explanations  as  I  have  supposed,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  preferred 
to  enter  a  protest  before  the  admiral  against  his  proceedings,  as  if,  in  the  Pres- 
ident's judgment,  they  admitted  of  no  explanations. 

The  President  followed  up  that  protest  with  a  notice  to  the  admiral,  to  the 
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effect  that  he,  the  Pcesident,  expected  that,  id  case  it  shall  be  necessary  to  dis- 
embark armed  naval  forces  in  future,  it  will  not  be  done  without  the  consent  of 
the  authority  in  Panama,  which  represents  the  sovereign  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  Colombia.  The  reply  of  the  admiral  to  this  gratuitous  an- 
nouncement, made  by  the  President  of  Panama,  was  unsatisfactory,  and  seems 
to  have  been  construed  as  disrespectful. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  presents 
this  reply  of  Admiral  Pearson  as  a  subject  of  complaint  to  this  government.  I 
have  to  observe,  in  regard  to  this  part  of  the  transaction,  that  jn  my  judgment 
no  occasion  had  arisen,  and  no  proceeding  had  been  taken  by  the  admiral, 
which  called  for  the  notification  thus  given  to  him  by  the  President  of  Panama. 
No  necessity  had  arisen,  or  was  pretended  by  the  admiral  to  have  arisen,  or  to 
be  about  to  arise,  for  such  a  landing  of  armed  naval  forces  as  is  contemplated 
by  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Colombia. 

The  admiral  was  not  the  person  to  be  addressed  for  explanations  of  his  pur- 
poses or  of  the  purposes  of  this  government  in  vague  and  unfounded  anticipation 
of  such  a  contingency.  He  was  simply  a  subordinate  to  this  government,  which 
is  directly  amenable  in  law  and  courtesy  to  make  such  explanations  to  the  gov- 
erament  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  as  may  become  due  to  that  govern- 
ment. 

The  President  of  Panama  is  a  local  magistrate  at  that  place.     He  neither 

?retends  to  have  had,  nor  could  have  had,  any  authority  whatever  from  the 
United  States  of  Colombia  to  demand  explanations  from  this  government  ii> 
such  a  hypothetical  case  as  he  conceived,  much  less  to  demand  them  from  ani 
unauthorized  agent  of  the  United  States. 

This  government  does  not  now  think  itself  bound,  on  a  review  of  the  whole- 
correspondence,  to  give  explanations  to  the  government  of  the  United  States- 
of  Colombia  in  regard  to  the  form  of  proceedings  which  it  might  suppose  to  be- 
proper  in  case  the  necessity  contemplated  by  the  treaty  for  the  landing  of  the 
land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  should  arise  for  guaranteeing  the  sov> 
ereignty  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  upon  the  route  of  the  Panama  rail- 
road. The  treaty  and  the  law  of  nations  must  regulate  the  action  of  both  gov- 
ernments should  such  an  emergency  unhappily  arise.  We  are  not  to  treat  of 
it  in  advance,  because  it  is  a  mere  vague  possiiiiliiy.' 

A  government  cannot  justly  be  expected  to  give  explanations  and  guarantees 
in  regard  to  the  course  it  will  adopt  in  hypothetical  cases,  where  it  has  neither 
itself  done,  nor  suffered  its  agents  to  do,  any  act  which  implies  a  want  of  fidelity 
to  its  treaties  and  other  international  obligations. 

For  a  government  to  give  pledges  voluntarily  that  it  will  not  do  what  it  is  for->- 
bidden  by  those  obligations  to  do,  or  will  not  do  in  an  improper  manner  what  it 
lawfully  may  do  in  a  proper  manner,  would  be  to  admit  that  it  had  given  just 
grounds  for  jealousy  or  suspicion  of  its  good  faith.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that 
the  prevalence  of  peace,  law,  order  and  loyalty  upon  the  isthmus  may  be  such 
as  to  render  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  for  the  guarantee  of  its  safety  by  this 
government  to  remain  forever  a  dead  letter.  The  United  States  desire  nothing 
else,  nothing  better,  and  nothing  more  in  regard  to  the  States  of  Colombia  than 
the  enjoyment  on  their  part  of  complete  and  absolute  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence. If  those  great  interests  shall  ever  be  assailed  by  any  power  at  home  or 
abroad,  the  United  States  will  be  ready,  co-operating  with  the  government  and 
their  ally,  to  maintain  and  defend  them.  Such  co-operation  will  be  in  accordance 
not  merely  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  but  also  in  accordance  with  the  respect 
which  is  due  to  the  sovereignty  of  that  ally,  and  to  the  courtesies  which  friend- 
Bhip  inspires,  and  which  are  invariaby  practiced  between  enlightened  and  friendly 
nations. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  fl.  SEWARD. 
Allan  A.  Burton,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.  ^,y, ,._ .,  _._  JqIc 
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Mr.  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  232.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  May  4,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  my  No.  217  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  message  of  President 
Mnrillo  to  the  present  congress  presented  an  illusory  picture  of  the  actual  state 
of  the  country,  especially  of  its  financial  condition.  The  correctness  of  that 
opinion  is  now  verified  by  the  startling  message  of  acting  President  Rojas  Grarrido 
to  congress,  to  be  found  in  "Diario  Oticial,"  No.  622,  hereto  annexed,  announcing 
an  existing  deficit  in  the  revenues  of  $1,300,000,  about  one-half  the  amount  of 
annual  expenditures,  which  has  to  be  met  immediately,  or  the  consequences  will 
be  most  disastrous. 

As  I  have  heretofore  stated,  one-half  the  available  national  income  ia  pledged 
to  foreign  creditors.  A  further  increase  of  the  tariff  and  the  price  of  salt  manu- 
factured at  the  government  works — ^the  two  principal  and  only  considerable 
sources  of  revenue — ^is  impracticable.  The  country  has  no  credit  in  Europe. 
Its  agent,  who  has  been  seeking  a  loan  in  London  for  the  last  year,  backed  by 
General  Mosquera,  the  President  elect,  has  entirely  failed.  The  deficit  is  not, 
therefore,  to  be  met  by  the  loan.  The  only  resort  would  seem  to  be,  the  sale  of 
the  emerald  mines,  the  remainder  in  the  Panama  railroad,  or  the  privilege  of  con- 
structing a  canal  across  the  isthmus,  or  all  together.  A  bill  has  passed  the  con- 
gress authorizing  the  President  to  sell  the  emerald  mines,  but  as  they  are  under 
a  lease  for  a  long  term  and  their  products  after  its  expiration  will  be  uncertain,  they 
probably  could  not  be  sold  for  anything  like  their  real  value.  The  price  for  the 
canal  privilege  added  to  that  of  the  mines  would  still  be  insufiicient.  The 
national  interest  in  the  railroad  must  be  looked  to,  it  would  seem. 

The  contract  celebrated  with  an  English  company  for  opening  a  canal  across 
the  it<tbmus  of  Darien  will  not  be  approved  by  the  congress,  and  it  has  decided 
that  its  sanction  is  necessary.  In  addition  to  the  deficit  already  mentioned  may 
be  named  $120,000  more  received  by  the  government  from  the  canal  company, 
and  which  will  have  to  be  refunded.  Neither  is  it  likely  that  a  grant  will  be 
made  just  now  to  Mr.  Teller.  The  President  will  probably  be  authorized  to 
•treat  on  the  subject  with  any  person  or  company  he  may  prefer. 

Another  present  embarrassment  to  the  government  arises  out  of  the  purchase 
(by  General  Mosquera  of  two  steamers  in  England  at  the  price  of  $300,000.  He 
did  this  without  authority,  but  the  vessels  are  on  their  way  to,  if  not  now  in 
Colombian  waters,  must  be  paid  for,  and  congress  feels  itself  constrained  to  sdepi 
the  contract,  although  the  nation  has  no  use  for  them  and  is  without  the  means 
to  pay  their  purchase  price.  I  happen  to  know  that  the  Peruvian  minister,  lately 
received  here  as  the  representative  of  the  revolutionary  dictatorship  of  Geneial 
Prado,  has  offered  to  buy  the  vessels  provided  Colombia  will,  as  the  present 
administration  is  inclined,  unite  with  the  Pacific  republics  in  their  alliance  against 
Spain.  This  offer  will  probably  be  accepted,  although  the  fear  entertained  that 
this  alliance  might  be  looked  on  by  the  United  States  as  releasing  them  firom 
fulfilling  their  obligations  contracted  by  the  35th  article  of  the  existing  treaty, 
as  against  Spain  in  case  she  should  invade  the  isthmus  in  a  war  thus  officioosly 
and  quixotically  assumed  by  Colombia,  has  caused  the  latter  to  hesitate. 

Since  writing  the  above,  acting  President  Rojas  Garrido  has  asked  a  distb- 
guished  personage  here,  who  studies  the  affairs  of  our  country  with  much  interest 
and  understandingly,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  United  States  were  inclined  to  give 
notice  for  a  termination  of  the  treaty  of  1846,  and  thus  withdraw  the  guarantee 
over  the  isthmus.  The  President  said  he  had  fears  of  this  ;  that  a  continoance 
of  the  guarantee  was  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  Colombia.  That  the  present 
is  a  grave  crisis  for  Colombia,  the  war  on  the  Pacific,  the  division  among  the 
Colombian  people,  and  the  desperate  state  of  her  finances,  all  considered.  That 
he  must  havu  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  very  soon  to  enable  the  administia- 
tion  to  move  on ;  and  that  he  saw  no  means  of  obtaining  it  except  by  an 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  533 

arrancement  with  the  Panama  Railroad  Company.  That  such  an  arrangement 
would  have  a  tendency  to  induce  the  United  States  to  continue  the  guarantee. 
He  requested  this  gentleman  not  to  mention  this  conversation  except  under  very 
special  circumstances. 

From  this  short  review  it  will  he  seen  that  the  situation  and  prospects  of  this 
coantry  are  hy  no  means  flattering.  The  consequences  resulting  from  this  un- 
happy state  of  affairs,  which  may  more  particularly  concern  the  United  States, 
will  be  a  sale  of  the  reserves  in  the  railroad  and  of  the  privilege  of  constructing  a 
canal.  I  believe  it  pretty  certain  that  both  transactions  will  be  consummated 
within  the  next  two  years,  and  that  our  citizens  will  be  preferred  as  the  purcha- 
sers, and  by  judicious  action  may  secure  both. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State^  WashmgtoHf  D,  C 


Message  of  the  President  of  the  Union, 

[Translation.] 
Citizen  Representatives  : 

Placed  at  the  head  of  the  executive  government  of  the  Union,  I  esteem  it  my  datj  to 
explain  to  yon  the  present  condition  of  the  finances  and  treasary,  calling  your  attention  to  the 
same  and  appealing  to  the  patriotism  of  the  representatives  of  the  Colombian  people  for 
means  with  which  to  meet  the  pressing  expenses  of  the  public  administration  and  the  sacred 
obligations  of  the  nation.  Upon  the  latter  subject,  I  had  the  honor  to  direct  vou  a  special 
message  on  the  1 3th  instant,  which  I  donbt  not  yon  will  have  received  with  the  interest  its 
importance  demands. 

As  to  the  present  fiscal  situation,  fig^nres  demonstrate  the  complete  inequality  of  the  esti. 
mated  revenues  and  expenses. 

The  deficit  of  the  national  treasury  for  the  economic  year  1863-4,  accord- 
ing to  the  report  presented  to  Con^^ress,  is $35,921,043 

Tbe  deficit  of  the  appropriation  for  1864--5,  according  to  the  liquidation  of 

the  executive  power,  is ^ 488,906,950 

That  of  the  service  for  1865-6,  as  liquidated  by  the  executive  power,  will 

be 839,263,065 

Total 1,364,091,058 

This  total  deficit  may  be  considered  approximately  correct,  for  while  it  may  be  true  that 
in  tbe  year  1864-5  some  revenues  experienced  a  considerable  increase,  such  as  that  of  cus- 
tom-houses, it  is  likewise  true  that  this  increase  was  counterbalanced  by  a  diminution  in 
<^ers,  such  as  those  of  the  salt-works,  mortmain  property,  mails,  and  income  from  property, 
and  ako  by  the  increased  expenses  for  salaries  in  the  custom-houses,  over  the  estimate. 

It  must  also  be  taken  in  account  that  during  the  economic  year  in  course,  the  product  of 
the  custom-houses  will  not  equal  that  of  the  last,  and  that  the  difierence  in  that  of  the  salt- 
works will  be  still  more  remarkable  in  consequence  of  the  reduced  price  of  salt,  a  reduction 
which  will  not  be  compensated  for  a  long  time  by  the  supposed  increase  of  consumption  to 
arise  fix)m  this  reduction. 

Appreciating  in  their  true  lig^t  these  considerations,  it  is  by  no  means  exaggerating  to  sup- 
pose the  actual  deficit  of  the  treasury  to  be  $1,300,000,  a  figure  which  will  go  on  increasing 
if  efiicacious  measures  be  not  adopted,  not  only  to  meet  this  deficit,  but  also  to  equalize  the 
xiational  income  with  the  expenses,  without  imposing  an  immoderate  contribution  on  the 
people. 

Consider,  citizen  representatives,  the  g^ave  difficulties  which  will  surround  the  administration 
If  the  means  to  meet  the  deficit  in  the  treasury,  which  I  have  demonstrated  to  you  exists,  be  not 
provided.  It  is  not  to  be  lost  sight  of  that  the  government  cannot  be  carried  on  without  pe- 
cnniary  resources  and  it  is  likewise  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  government  must  necessanly 
be  bad  which  is  conducted  in  the  midst  of  penury  and  want,  and  by  force  of  sacrifices  yet 
more  costly. 

I  firmly  trust,  by  giving  to  these  observations  tbe  importance  they  merit,  the  means  will  be 
procured  for  the  executive  power  to  mi^e  front  to  the  fiscal  situation  set  forth  in  the  present 
message.  ^ 

JOSfi  MABIA  ROJAS  GARRIDO. 

£1  Suretario  de  Hacienda  i  Fomento^ 

Propero  Perbiza  Gamba. 

Bogota,  AprU  24,  1866.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Mr,  Burtfm  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  235.J  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Bogota,  May  30, 1866. 

Sir  :  In  tbe  absence  of  General  Mosquera,  the  President  elect,  who  had  not 
arrived  from  Europe,  the  first  designad(»,  or  vice-president,  Sefior  Joa^  Maria 
Rojas  Garrido,  was  inaugurated  President  on  the  first  day  of  April  last,  the  con- 
stitutional term  of  President  Murillo  having  then  expired.  General  Mosqneni 
was  received  here  by  his  friends  on  the  19th  instant,  with  an  enthusiasm  un- 
oqualled  since  the  times  of  General  Bolivar.  He  was  inaugurated  President  on 
the  next  day,  and  organized  his  administration.  He  finds  the  country  in  an 
embarrassed  and  disorganized  state,  and  assumes  the  chief  magistracy  under 
circumstances  that  call  for  his  whole  patriotism  and  ability.  Much  as  is  said  in 
the  public  press  about  loans  contracted  for  Colombia  by  General  Mosquera  in 
England,  of  the  alleged  sale  by  him  to  an  English  company  of  the  remainder  of 
the  nation  in  the  Panama  railroad,  &c.,  it  is,  nevertheless,  not  to  be  concealed 
that  a  heavy  and  pressing  deficit  exists  in  the  treasury,  and  the  republic  is 
without  adequate  resources  at  home  or  credit  abroad.  The  reality  of  these  sup- 
posed financial  arrangements  is  open  to  doubt.  Some  national  interest,  perhaps 
that  in  the  railroad,  will  probably  yet  be  disposed  of  to  meet  the  emergencies 
of  the  fiscal  year,  commencing  on  the  first  of  September  next. 

Colombia  will  not  unite  with  the  Pacific  republics  in  their  alliance  against 
Spain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  241.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  June  5, 1866. 

Sir  :  Sefior  Freyere,  accredited  by  General  Prado,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  Peru  to  Colombia,  arrived  in  this  capital  in  January 
last,  for  the  special  purpose  of  seeking  the  adhesion  of  the  latter  to  the  alliance 
of  the  South  Pacific  republics  against  Spain.  President  Murillo,  adopting  the 
course  pursued  towards  himself,  when  he  asked  permission  as  Colombian  minister 
in  Washington,  declined  to  accept  a  representative  from  General  Prado  before 
his  authority  had  been  confirmed  by  the  Peruvian  people,  by  the  organization 
of  a  popular  government  under  a  republican  constitution.  Upon  the  expiration 
of  President  Murillo's  term,  on  the  first  of  April,  Sefior  Freyere  was  received  by 
the  vice-president  of  General  Mosquera's  administration,  Sefior  Rojas  Garrido, 
then  in  charge  of  the  national  executive  power. 

Sefior  Matta,  the  minister  from  Chili,  who  left  here  for  Caracas  in  December 
last,  to  request  the  co-operation  of  Venezuela  with  the  allied  republics,  a  notice 
of  which  I  gave  in  my  No.  207,  returned  to  this  city  on  the  3d  instant,  without 
having  secured  the  object  of  his  mission.  Venezuela  will  not  join  in  the  alliance, 
although  the  people  and  Congress  favor  it.  Colombia  has,  in  effect,  adopted 
the  same  course,  with  the  approval  of  the  congress  and  people.     I  understand. 
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from  a  reliable  soaree,  that  the  central  repnbh'cs  will  not  go  hejond  an  expres- 
sion of  Bympathy  for  the  other  republics  engaged  in  the  contest. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BUETON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  despatch  the  Colombian  government  has 
declared  absolute  neutrality  in  the  war  between  Spain  and  the  Pacific  republics, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  circular  in  Diario  Oficial  No.  662,  a  translation  of  which 
18  hereto  attached,  marked  E. 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

JriNE  10,  1866. 


E. 

[Circular. — ^Translation.  ] 

(miTBD  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA,  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR  AND  FOREIGN  RELATIONS — 
NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  POWER,  SECTION  FIRST— NUMBER  11— DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. 

Bogota,  June  9,  1866. 

In  consequence  of  the  deplorable  events  on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  bj  reason  of  the  war 
between  the  repablics  of  Chili  and  Peru,  and  the  government  of  Spain,  the  grand  general, 
Tomas  C.  de  Mosquera,  envoj  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  Colombia  in 
Europe,  in  one  or  the  conferences  had  with  Lord  Clarendon,  foreign  minister  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty,  manifested  that  in  the  war  indicated,  Colombia  would  keep  the  same  neutrality  as 
England,  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  international  law. 

Consequently  the  grand  general  has  ordered  the  observance  of  the  following  course  of  con- 
duct by  all  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  and  he  therefore  addresses  this 
order  to  the  government  of  the  State,  that  the  following  direction  may  be  strictly  observed : 

1st.  No  assistance  shall  be  given  to  either  of  the  billigerents  to  troops,  arms,  boats,  muni- 
tioDs  of  war,  monev,  or  any  other  articles  which  may  l^  directly  used  in  the  war. 

2d.  As  to  that  which  has  no  relation  with  the  war,  nothing  will  be  refused  to  one  of  the 
belligerents  that  is  conceded  to  the  other,  provided  that  the  same  be  not  in  conflict  with  the 
friendly  and  commercial  preferences  for  the  Pacific  republics  based  on  existing  treaties  or 
private  reasons  of  convenience. 

3d.  The  transit  of  troops  over  the  territory  of  the  republic  will  not  be  permitted  to  either 
«f  the  belligerents,  neither  the  disembarcation  of  prisoners,  nor  the  bringing  into  it  of  prizes 
of  war,  before  condemnation. 

4th.  Neither  will  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  belligerents  be  allowed  shelter  in  the  ports,  gulfs, 
«r  creeks,  with  the  object  of  lying  in  watch  for  tne  enemy's  vessels  that  may  pass,  or  to  send 
ibeir  vessels  to  capture  them, 

5th.  No  merchant  vessels  arriving  at  points  of  the  republic  bound  for  the  theatre  of  war 
will  be  permitted  to  obtain  provisions  or  other  necessaries  except  suflicient  for  the  voyage, 
calculating  the  consumption  according  to  the  days  necessary  to  make  tho  trip  in  order  that 
«pon  their  arrival  at  their  destination  they  will  be  unable  to  furnish  aid  to  the  belligerents. 

6th.  Finally,  all  other  precepts  which  the  rights  of  nations  establish  for  neutrals  will  be 
faithfully  observed.  The  grand  general  president  expects  that  these  instructions  will  be 
complied  with,  and  to  this  end  the  secretary  of  tho  government,  to  whom  I  have  the  honor  to 
address  myself,  will  please  give  notice  of  this  communication  to  the  president  of  the  State. 

JOS£  MARIA  £OJAS  GAREIDO. 

Mr,  Secretary  General 

of  lie  Gotemmemt  of  tke  Sovereign  State  of . 


G. 
[TranslaUon.] 

UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA,  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR  AND  FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Bogota,  June  19, 1866. 
The  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia,  has  the  honor  to  address  the  honorable  Mr.  Burton,  minister  resident  of  the  United 
filates  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of  making  known  to  his  honor  that  the  Colombian  Union 
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assumes  the.  cbaraeter  of  nentralitj  in  the  war  that  Spain  is  making^  with  some  of  the  AhwiI* 
can  repnblicSf  according  to  the  declaration  made  bj  the  Colombian  government  and  con- 
tained in  the  circular  of  this  department  to  the  government  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  dated 
the  9th  of  the  present  month,  and  inserted  in  number  66:^  of  the  '*Diario  Oficial,"  of  whidi 
the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  annex  to  this  communication  a  dulj  authenticated  copj. 

The  undersigned  improves  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  tbt  honorable  Mr.  Burton  tke 
assurances  of  the  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem  with  which  he  haa  the  honor  to  ba 
his  very  attentive  servant, 

JOS£  M.  BOJAS  GARRIDO. 

Hon.  Mr.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Minister  Resident  of  tke  United  SlaUs  of  Ameriea^  ^e.,  tfc,^  tfc. 


Legation  op  the  United  States  or  America, 

Bogota,  June  23,  1 866. 
The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  had  tlie  honor  to 
receive  the  attentive  communication  addressed  him  by  his  excellency  Senor  Jos^  M.  Sojaa 
Oarrido,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  oo 
the  19th  instant,  announcing  that  the  Colombian  government  had  assumed  the  aUitade  <^ 
neutrality  in  the  war  existing  between  Spain  and  certain  American  republics,  as  defined  by 
a  circular  from  his  excellency's  department,  dated  on  the  9th  instant,  and  published  in  the 
**DiarioOficial,'*No.  662. 

Duly  appreciating  this  courtesv  on  the  part  of  his  exeellencv,  the  undersigned  will  haatcn 
to  place  this  interesting  information  within  the  knowledge  of  his  government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  his  excellency  the  assufi* 
ances  of  his  highest  consideration  and  regard. 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
His  Excellency  SeSor  Jost  M.  Rojas  Garrido, 

Secretary  of  tke  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations,  tfc,,  Sfc.,  S(C 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  242.]  Legation  op  thb  Unitri>  States, 

Bogota,  June  6,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  lately  pnblislied  correepoDdence  of  the  department  announciog  the 
adjoBtroent  of  the  Mexican  qnestion  with  Franee,  and  especiallj  that  part  of 
It  containing  the  instmctionB  to  Mr.  Motley,  has  been  received  here  with  a  joyfal 
welcome  and  the  highest  admiration.  Impatience  at  the  apparently  tardy  pro- 
gress in  a  satisfactory  solution  of  this  important  bSait  had  grown  into  a  general 
dissatisfaction.  The  result  has  proved  to  this  people  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 
pursued  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  confirms  our  title  to  be 
regarded  as  the  first  diplomatic  nation  of  the  world.  The  influence  of  this 
achievement  upon  our  relations  with  the  American  republics  will  imdoubtedly 
be  most  salutary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  243.]  LBOATiOiN  OP  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  June  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  Appearances,  so  far,  indicate  that  the  administration  of  Greneral  Mof- 
quera  will  fail  to  bring  to  the  country  the  repose  so  anxiously  looked  for,  and 
thus  rescue  it  from  the  sad  condition  described  in  my  No.  197.    The  close  of 
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President  Murillo's  term  foand  the  nation  ffreatly  demoralized,  and  general  dis- 
content and  painful  apprehension  seem  to  nave  taken  possession  of  the  public 
mind  since.  The  belief  is  very  general  among  the  best  judges  of  events  in  this 
unfortunate  country,  that  it  will  soon  be  again  in  a  state  of  civil  war;  perhaps 
within  a  few  months.  Numerous  recent  signs  tend  to  confirm  the  reasonable- 
neee  of  this  fear. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seiaard. 

No.  244.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  June  8,  1866. 

Sir  :  Since  his  return  from  Europe,  President  Mosquera  has  spoken  much  of 
his  admiration  for  and  attachment  to  the  British  nation.  He  nas  on  numer- 
ous occasions,  as  I  am  reliablyinformed,  expressed  his  preference  for  that  people 
over  all  others.  This  expression  has  been  in  connection  with  the  contemplated 
Bale  of  the  national  reserves  in  the  Panama  railroad  and  the  construction  of  a 
ship  canal  across  the  isthmus.  I  happen  to  be  in  possession  of  facts  which 
induce  the  belief  that  there  is  something  of  policy  in  this,  and  that  what  the 
President  really  desires  to  accomplish  is  a  sale  of  the  road  to  the  present  com- 
pany and  to  our  countrymen  of  the  privilege  to  open  the  canal,  and  in  conjunc- 
tion  with  these  to  secure  a  perpetuation  or  extension  for  a  long  period  of  the 
existing  treaty  guarantee  of  the  isthmus  to  Colombia.  If  our  government  feels 
sufficient  interest  in  these  enterprises,  I  beg  to  suggest  that,  in  my  judgment, 
the  time  for  action  has  arrived.  By  timely  and  judicious  action,  these  important 
privileges  can  probably  be  secured  on  advantageous  terms.  If  not  secured  soon 
tbey  are  likely  to  pass  into  unfriendly  hands.  1  would  most  earnestly  call  the 
prompt  attention  of  the  department  to  these  matters. 

Whatever  may  be  the  President's  object  in  thus  eulogizing  Great  Britain,  his 
intimate  personal  friends  believe,  or  affect  to  believe,  that  he  expresses  his  real 
sentiments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  245.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  June  9,  1866. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  my  No.  220,  which  treated  of  the  alleged  discovery  of  cer- 
tain coal  deposits  near  Rio  Hacha,  in  this  republic,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
the  annexed  communication  touching  the  same  subject,  from  Mr.  George  H.  Fer- 
guson, a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  lately  in  the  employ  of  the  Colombian 
government  in  the  character  of  engineer.  I  regard  Mr.  Ferguson  as  competent 
to  judge  of  the  matters  of  which  he  speaks,  and  his  report  reliable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yc^ur  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  r^^^r^T^ 
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Mr,  Ferguson  to  Mr.  Burton, 

Bogota,  May  1-2,  J866. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  fipreat  iDterest  you  take  in  all  matters  that  maj  have  a  tendency  to  throw 
any  light  upon  the  resonrces  of  this  coantry,  prompts  me  to  communicate  an  outline  oi  my 
late  journey  through  the  province  of  Rio  Hacba. 

From  La  Cienega,  a  town  of  10,000  inhabitants,  which  lies  seven  leagues  to  the  southward 
of  Santa  Marta,  a  road  extends  to  the  city  of  Valle  Dupar,  situate  near  the  centre  of  the 
State  of  Magdalena  and  distant  seventy  leagues  from  La  Cienega.  For  a  distance  of  forty 
leagues,  the  forests  on  either  side  of  the  road  are  heavily  timbered  with  caoba  or  mahonny, 
ceioa,  caracoli,  and  guayacau,  or  li^numvitse.  The  xnahogany  is  but  little  used  by  the  na- 
tives. One  species  of  the  c^iba  furnishes  them  a  means  of  catching  fish ;  the  sap  is  drawn  fron 
the  tree,  and  when  thrown  into  the  streams  the  fish  become  stupefied  and  are  easily  caught 
The  ** caracoli,"  not  unlike  our  cedar  in  the  color  of  its  wood,  furnishes  canoes.  In  mo^ 
cases  these  are  built  far  away  from  the  streams,  to  which  they  are  drawn,  when  completed, 
on  round  sticks  placed  across  the  road  at  regular  intervals ;  in  some  instances  they  draw  them 
in  this  manner  tor  five  miles. 

Sixty  leagues  distant  from  La  Cienega  are  the  mountains  of  Camperucha.  These  abound 
in  copper.  A  mine  has  been  opened  and  is  now  in  operation  here,  worked  by  the  natives,  hat 
owing  to  the  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  transportation  the  profits  are  merely  nominaL 

Ten  leagues  from  these  mines  lies  the  city  of  Valle  Dupar.  Built  of  **  material'*  its  homes 
are  now  in  good  condition,  though  hundreds  of  years  have  passed  since  its  foundation.  It 
formerly  possessed  J 0,000  inhabitants;  now  there  are  scarcely  1,500.  The  frequent  revofai- 
tions  have  so  affected  the  people,  they  are  without  the  courage  and  energy  necessary  to  iiDr 
prove  their  condition. 

In  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains  is  the  village  of  San  Sebastian,  fifteen  leaenes  to  die 
northwest  from  Valle  Dupar.  The  road  to  the  village  is  over  mountains  fearfully  high  and 
<iuite  bare  of  vegetation.  Situated  in  the  charming  valley  of  the  river  of  the  same  name,  it  k 
inhabited  solely  by  the  Amaco  Indians.  Fifty^eight  adobe  houses  constitute  the  viUage, 
which  is  encircled  by  a  stone  wall.  No  animals  are  allowed  within  the  enclosure  or  limits. 
It  is  cleanly  kept,  and  the  Indians  do  not  occupy  it  except  on  feast  days,  their  time  bdng 
spent  upon  the  farms  in  the  valley  and  in  tending  their  cattle  on  the  mountains.  The  Amaoo 
Indians  are  a  robust  and  muscular  tribe,  industnous  and  inoffensive.  They  haye  a  peculiar 
dialect  of  their  own,  and  number  between  seven  and  eight  hundred,  though  not  more  than 
one  fourth  of  this  number  dwell  about  San  Sebastian.  The  costume  of  the  men  is  a  pair  of 
coarse  cotton  pants  reaching  just  below  the  knees,  and  a  **  serape**  of  the  same  material  three 
and  a  half  yards  long,  with  a  hole  in  the  centre  for  the  head  to  pass  through.  This  is  secured 
to  the  waist  by  a  sash  of  the  same  material.  The  women  wear  a  skirt  as  well  as  the  serape. 
Their  hair  is  long,  coarse,  and  jet  black,  and  the  color  of  their  skin  not  unlike  that  of  the 
North  American  Indians-  ^  The  men  have  a  practice  of  chewing  a  mixture  of  shell  lime,  and 
the  leaf  of  a  plant  called  jaya.  They  take  a  small  gourd  ana  make  a  hole  in  one  end  of 
it ;  in  this  they  put  the  lime  of  a  shell  obtained  on  the  coast.  Chewing  the  leaf,  they  insert 
the  lime  in  their  mouths  by  means  of  a  long  stick.  Every  Indian  has  bis  "  porporo,**  as  tin 
vessel  containing  the  lime  is  called,  and  they  frequeutly  pass  days  without  eating,  assertiog 
that  the  **porporo"  kills  hunger. 

The  finest  sheep  are  raisea  in  this  valley,  as  well  as  cattle  and  horses.  Cotton  and  flax 
are  cultivated,  and  onions,  potatoes,  beans,  cabbages,  yuca,  aracacha,  and  perrico. 

Two  leagues  from  Valle  Dupar,  on  the  road  to  San  Sebastian,  is  a  mountain  called  Be- 
visado.  A  copper  mine  has  been  opened  here,  though  not  worked  at  present.  Specimens  of 
green  aud  blue  carbonate  from  this  mine  yielded  GO  per  cent,  pure  metal.  Copper  is  suffi- 
ciently abundant  at  this  point  to  justify  the  investment  of  capital,  providing  there  existed 
other  means  of  transportation  than  mules  and  donkeys.  The  oistance  from  this  mine  to  the 
nearest  shipping  point  (Kio  Hacha)  is  twenty-five  leagues. 

On  the  outskirts  of  Valle  Dupar  are  forests  of  Brazil  wood.  A  considerable  amount  of 
this  valuable  dye-wood  is  shipped  to  Rio  Uacha  on  the  backs  of  donkeys,  and  great  quan- 
tities are  consumed  as  fuel  by  the  inhabitants  of  Valle  Dupar. 

Eight  leagues  from  this  citv  in  an  easterly  direction  lies  the  town  of  San  Juan,  situate 
on  tne  Rio  Ccesar.  This  place  contains  about  4,000  inhabitants,  and  has  suffered  to  a 
fearful  degree  from  the  late  revolutions.  Las  Juntas  is  a  settlement  near  San  Juan,  where 
iron  and  copper  exist  in  considerable  quantity.  No  attempt  has  as  yet  been  made  to  work 
these  mines.  The  fences  in  this  neighborhood  are  made  of  Brazil  wood,  which  grows  in 
great  abundance.  Nine-tenths  of  all  the  dye-wood  shipped  from  Rio  Hacha  is  obtained  from 
this  vicinity.    Divi-divi  is  also  abundant. 

Four  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  San  Juan  is  the  little  village  of  Molino,  situate  near  the 
base  of  the  Cordillera  de  Maracaybo.  In  these  mountains,  two  leagues  from  Molino,  copper 
exists  in  abundance.  At  a  place  called  Faria,  also  near  Molino,  the  richest  copper  mines  exist 
I  have  yet  seen.  The  whole  mountain  is  impregnated  with  blue  and  green  carbonates,  spe- 
cimens of  which  have  yielded  75  per  cent,  pure  metal.  None  of  these  mines  are  in  opersuoa, 
from  the  difficulty  presented  in  taking  the  ore  to  the  coast. 

This  section  of  the  province  is  sufficiently  rich  to  justify  the  constraction  of  a  laibotd 
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from  Rio  Hacha  to  some  point  in  the  interior,  say  Barranca,  as,  in  addition  to  tbe  immense 
amoant  of  copper,  coal  is  said  to  exist  near  this  point  in  great  quantities. 

Brazil  wood,  divi-divi,  and  sngar  would  make  no  inconsiderable  item  in  the  waj  of  freights. 
Tbe  distance  from  Rio  Hacha  to  Barranca  through  the  valley  is  about  eighteen  leagues. 
Should  proper  parties  become  interested  in  the  copper  mines  of  this  section,  there  is  no  doubc 
an  immense  revenue  would  be  the  result ;  and  a  railroad  from  the  coast  to  the  interior  would 
have  a  tendency  to  develop  the  resources  of  that  portion  of  the  country,  which,  until  such 
an  event,  must  ue  dormant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  FERGUSON. 

Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  247  ]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  June  28,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  an  indication  contained  in  the  last  paragraph  of  despatch 
from  the  department,  No.  138,  dated  April  30th,  1866, 1  have  the  honor  to  state, 
that  the  modifications  proposed  to  tbe  orders  to  the  President  of  Panama  of 
Maj  13,  1865,  will  be  found  inserted  in  a  note  addressed  me  by  the  secretary 
of  foreign  relations  on  the  4th  of  January  last,  marked  A,  and  attached  to  my 
No.  212.     The  modifications  proposed  are  these: 

1.  United  States  troops  in  crossing  the  isthmus  to  be  entirely  unarmed,  their 
officers  excepted. 

2.  On  arriving  in  the  ports  at  the  ends  of  the  railroad,  they  are  not  to  be  dis- 
embarked until  the  train  which  is  to  curry  them  is  ready  to  receive  them  and  to 
Btart.  The  soldiers  are  not  to  leave  the  train  except  to  go  directly  aboard  the 
Teasel  which  is  to  receive  them. 

3.  The  train  carrying  them  to  make  no  stoppage  on  the  way. 

4.  Deserters  to  be  arrested  by  the  local  authorities  only,  on  application  of  a 
United  States  officer. 

I  regard  the  proposed  change  as  entirely  abandoned.  I  refer  to  my  Nos. 
218  and  223. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  248.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  June  29,  1866. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  No.  204, 1  have  the  honor  to  I'eport  to  the  department  the 
repeal  by  the  national  legislature  of  Colombia  of  the  law  approved  April  19th, 
]  865,  intended  to  affect  the  civil  rights  of  foreigners  in  this  republic.  As  will 
be  seen  from  the  copy  and  translation  hereto  annexed,  the  repealing  act  defines 
anew  the  rights  and  obligations  of  foreigners. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say  that  the  pretended  fairness  of  the  law  on  its  face 
18  but  a  snare.    The  law  will  be  taken  by  tbe  reckless  chiefs  who  rule  through- 
oat  the  country  as  a  license  to  despoil  foreigners  in  times  both  of  civil  war  and 
peace,  according  to  their  own  interpretation  of  international  law. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing  the  British  minister  has  said  to  me  that 
he  has  written  substantially  the  same  to  his  government. 
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A. 

[Translation.] 
Law  dining  tie  itatus,  rigktif  and  duties  offoreigmr§. 

The  congress  of  the  United  States  of  Colomhia  decrees  : 

Article  1 .  Foreigners,  transient  or  domiciled,  shall  enjor  in  the  territorj  of  the  Union 
the  guarantees  mentioned  in  article  15  of  the  constitution,  without  any  limitations  other  thto 
those  prescribed  by  international  law  in  cases  of  foreign  war. 

Art.  2.  Foreigners  domiciled  in  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  and  not  simply  transienti 
according  to  international  law  and  usages,  and  who  have  not  been  naturalized  in  con- 
formity with  section  3.  article  31,  of  the  constitution,  shall  enjoy  the  same  civil  rights  and 
guarantees,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  obligations  as  to  person  and  property,  as  Colombiani. 

Art.  3.  Foreigners  thus  domiciliated  shall  neyertheless  enjoy  the  exemptions  to  which 
they  may  be  entitled  by  public  treaties,  and  the  same  which  Colombians  under  the  same 
circumstances  may  enjoy  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  countiy  to  which  the  foreigiMr 
may  belong. 

Art.  4.  The  declaration  of  a  foreigner  before  a  political  authority  of  the  country  of  hii 
intention  to  become  domiciliated  in  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  bring  him  within  the  pToryBotmud 
article  2. 

Art.  5.  The  following  circumstances  shall  be  held  as  presumptions  of  a  foreigner's  inten- 
tion to  become  domiciliated  in  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 

Ist.  Voluntary  and  continued  residence  within  the  territory  of  the  Union  for  more  than 
four  years  without  being  clothed  with  a  diplomatic  or  consular  character,  or  being  the  agent 
or  actiug  on  commission  for  others  residing  in  a  foreign  country. 

2d.  The  voluntary  acquisition,  accompanied  by  possession  of  the  same,  of  real  estate  in 
the  territory  of  the  Union,  provided  the  owner  or  possessor  shall  reside  in  the  country. 

3d.  Residence  in  the  territory  of  the  Union  as  a  merchant,  and  having  an  established 
house,  except  in  cases  of  the  agents  of,  and  those  actiug  on  commission  for,  others  lestdent 
in  foreign  countries. 

4th.  Mamage  with  a  native  of  the  country,  and  a  voluntary  and  fixed  residence  in  it  for 
more  than  two  continuous  years. 

5th.  The  voluntary  acceptance  and  discharge  of  the  duties  of  any  post  in  the  public  ser- 
vice of  the  country. 

Art.  6.  The  ioregoing  presumptions  will  render  a  foreigner  liable  to  the  tributes  and 
contributions  which  the  law  imposes  on  Colombians  until  it  be  made  to  appear  before  the 
authorities  that,  under  the  same  circumstances,  the  laws  of  the  country  to  which  the  foreigner 
may  belong  give  the  Colombians  the  exemptions  claimed  by  the  foreigner. 

ART.  7.  Foreigners  not  domiciled,  or  transients,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  burdens  or  per- 
sonal tributes,  employments,  military  service,  forced  loans  or  exactions  in  time  of  peace  or 
war,  saving  the  burdens  recognized^  by  international  right  or  usage.  But  if  the  laws  or 
usages  of  a  foreign  country  shall  subject  Colombians  not  domiciled  or  transient  to  any  of  tke 
burdens  named  in  this  article,  the  exemption  in  part  of  the  foreigner  shall  cease. 

Art.  8  Foreigners,  not  clothed  with  a  diplomatic  character,  who  shall  lose  their  character 
of  neutrals  by  voluntarily  taking  part  in  the  civil  or  national  strifes  of  the  countiy,  shall  be 
deemed  in  the  same  situation  as  natives  before  the  law,  to  the  effect  of  bearing  the  burdeni 
resulting  from  a  state  of  war,  both  as  to  their  persons  and  property. 

Art.  9.  The  law  of  April  19,  1865,  **  defining  the  status,  rights,  and  duties  of  foreigDers,* 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Done  in  Bogota,  June  13, 1866. 

AQUIL^O  PARRA,  Prtsidtnt  of  the  SsmaU, 
JULIAN  TRUJILLO. 

Prf,sidtnt  of  the  House  of  Reuresentalims. 
AURELINO  GONZALES, 

Seeretmrfi  of  tks  SeMfs. 
FRANCISCO  V.  DE  LA  ESPRIELLA, 
Secretary  of  the  House  of  RepreseutatUss. 

Bogota,  June  21, 1866L 
Let  the  foregoing  be  published  and  executed. 

[L.8.  ]  T.  C.  DE  MOSQUERA. 

Jo86  M.  RojAS  Garrido, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Rdations. 
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Mr,  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  249.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Bogota,  June  30,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  number  646  of  the  Diario  Oficial,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose, 
will  be  found  a  contract  lately  entered  into  in  London  between  General  Mosquera, 
then  Colombian  minister  to  Great  Britain  and  now  President  of  this  republic, 
and  Mr.  Ambrose  W.  Thompson,  of  New  York  city,  by  which  an  association 
called  "  The  Chiriqui  Improvement  Company"  acquires  the  right  to  undertake 
certain  enterprises  in  Colombia,  and  among  them  the  construction  of  some  sort 
of  way  across  the  isthmus  by  what  is  known  as  the  Chiriqui  route.  The  con- 
tract has  been  approved  by  the  Colombian  congress,  as  will  be  seen  from  Diario 
Oficial  No.  676,  herewith  enclosed. 

This  or  a  similar  project  was  brought  before  the  thirty-sixth  Congress  of  the 
United  States  at  its  second  session. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hod.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


B. 

[Translation.  J 

Contract  between  the  United  States  of  Colombia  and  the  Chiriqwi  Improvement  Company, 

T.  C.  de  Mosquera,  grest  general  of  the  UoioD,  general-in-chief  of  the  Colombian  guard, 
seiuitor,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  near  her  Britannic  Majesty,  in  the 
name  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  of  the  one  part,  and  Ambrose  W. 
Thompson,  in  the  name  of  the  Chiriqui  Improvement  Company,  ot  the  other  part,  have 
entered  into  the  following  contract: 

Article  I.  When  the  Chiriqui  Improvement  Company  shall  have  completed  the  railroad 
across  the  district  of  Bocas  del  Jore  and  Costa  Rica,  from  the  AUantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 
the  company  shall  establish,  it  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  require  it, 
a  line  of  steamers  between  the  terminus  of  the  railroad  on  the  Atlantic  and  Santa  Martha, 
touching  at  Colon  (Aspinwall)  and  Carthagena  and  such  other  ports  as  the  govemmeot  may 
designate.  The  company  shall  also  establish  under  the  same  conditions  another  line  of 
steamers  between  the  terminus  of  the  road  on  the  Pacific  and  the  port  of  Buenaventura, 
touching  at  such  other  ports  as  the  government  may  require.  Each  boat  must  make  at  least 
two  round  trips  every  month,  with  intervals  of  not  less  than  ten  days  between  trips;  and 
when  other  vessels  of  the  company  shall  make  weekly  voyages  between  the  Atlantic  termi- 
nus of  the  road  aud  the  United  IStntes  of  America,  the  trips  of  the  boats  of  said  line  running 
between  said  terminus  and  Santa  Martha,  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  latter  vessels  shall 
be  so  rcgtilated  as  to  connect  with  the  former. 

Art.  II.  The  companv  shall  receive  for  the  service  named  in  the  foregoing  article  the 
whole  of  the  postage  on  the  mail  matter  which  it  may  carry  on  said  line.  The  rates  of  post- 
age and  manner  of  collecting  it  shall  be  fixed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia,  and  to  this  end  may  keep  its  agents  on  board  the  vessels,  if  it  shall  see  proper  to 
do  so.  If  the  company  shall  so  elect  it  may  perform  this  mail  service  before  the  completion 
of  the  railroad. 

Akt.  III.  The  steamers  of  said  line  must  be  capable  of  carrying  at  least  four  cannons  of 
heavy  calibre,  or  a  single  breech-loading  rifled  one  in  place  of  the  four.  The  vessels  thus 
aimed  may  be  put  into  the  government  service  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  in  case  of 
war,  and  whenever  said  government  may  require  their  services.  In  such  case  the  govern- 
ment will  pay  to  the  company  either  the  values  of  the  vessels  or  an  equivalent  for  their  use. 
If  the  government  and  the  company  cannot  agree  upon  the  sum  to  bo  paid,  each  will  name 
an  arbitrator,  and  these  two  a  thud,  in  case  they  do  not  agree,  and  their  decision  shall  be 
final. 

Art.  IY.  In  consideration  of  the  establishment  of  the  aforementioned  line  of  steamers, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  grants  to  the  Chiriqui  Improvement  Com- 
pany the  unappropriated  lands  which  it  mav  need  for  colonization  in  the  districts  of  Bocas 
del  Jore  and  Alauje ;  and  consequently  it  shall  have  the  right  to  make  such  use  of  said  lands 
as  it  may  deem  proper,  for  making  improvements  on  them,  constructing  roads  and  edifices 
for  the  colonies  that  it  may  establish.  ^-^  . 
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Art.  V.  If  the  company  should  coDstract  a  railroad  or  Mac  Adam  wheel  road  over  the 
lands  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article,  before  the  establishment  of  colonies,  and  prepar- 
atory to  their  establishment,  it  shall  be  entitled  to  a  belt  of  land  along  the  sides  of  snch 
road,  amounting  to  60,000  hectares.  The  lands  shall  be  laid  off  into  lots  of  400  square  bec^ 
tares  parallel  to  the  road,  the  company  and  government  being  entitled  to  alternate  lots. 
The  expense  of  surveying  the  lands  and  of  making  it  appear  that  they  are  unappropriated 
shall  be  borne  by  the  company. 

Art.  VI.  Not  less  than  one  thirty-fifth  part  of  the  lot  of  each  colony  shall  be  reserved 
and  administered  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  government,  and  the  whole  of  the  in- 
come or  products  of  the  same  shall  be  applied  to  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
public  sctiools  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  colony. 

Art.  VII.  If  at  any  time  the  capital  of  the  republic  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia 
shall  be  removed  to  the  tttate  of  Panama,  the  Chinqui  Improvement  Company  bindd  itself, 
the  railroad  being  completed  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  through  the  district  of  Bocas 
del  Jore  and  part  of  the  territory  of  the  republic  of  Costa  Rica,  to  pay  the  sum  of  $i5O,000 
towards  the  construction  of  the  necessary  edifices  for  the  general  government  of  the  Union. 

Art.  VIII.  The  company  also  binds  itself  to  carry  gratuitously  over  its  road  and  on  its 
boats  all  persons  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  the  members  of  congress, 
and  also  all  the  elements  of  war  which  it  may  be  necessary' to  transport  by  them  to  preaerre 
security  from  abroad  or  internal  order. 

Art.  IX.  With  the  approbation  of  this  contract  by  congress,  the  said  company  is  rec- 
ognized as  an  association  complete  and  national  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  lines  «i 
steamers  with  the  right  to  caiTy  the  fiag  and  entitled  to  the  rignts  and  piivileges  proper  to 
such  associations,  and  as  a  society  or  company  for  the  improvement  and  colonisation  of 
unappropriated  lands,  whose  colonists  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  exemptions  and  guar- 
antees granted  by  the  laws  to  new  immigrants.  So,  also,  will  the  company  be  recognixed 
as  a  corporation  or  artificial  body  to  act  by  its  attorneys,  agents,  and  directors,  under  the 
name  and  style  of  the  Chiriqui  Improvement  Company,  with  which  title  said  company  was 
formed  in  Philadelphia  and  recognized  by  the  a'^ts  of  the  legislature  (of  Pennsylvania  per- 
haps) of  April  27  and  May  6,  1854,  and  May  3,  1855. 

Art.  X.  Said  company,  or  civil  industrial  corporation,  shall  have  power  to  make  by-laws 
for  the  good  order  and  management  of  its  affairs  and  colonization  in  all  matters  not  affect- 
ing the  authority  of  the  nation  or  of  the  States  ;  but  when  said  by-laws  shall  relate  to  gen- 
eral interests  they  must  be  approved  by  the  national  government,  and  when  to  special  in- 
terests of  internal  order  and  police,  by  the  government  of  the  State  of  Panama,  in  which 
State  the  road  is  to  be  constructed  until  it  enters  the  territory  of  the  Republic  of  Costs 
Rica. 

Art.  XI.  Said  company  shall  have  power  to  issue  bonds  or  certificates  representing  its 
capital,  as  may  be  determined  by  law. 

Art.  XII.  Said  company,  at  its  first  or  subsequent  sessions,  shall  appoint  fh>m  among 
its  members  nine  directors,  five  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  to  transact  business, 
and  the  acts  of  the  majority  of  which  shall  be  binding.  Their  term  of  oflice  shall  be  fixed 
by  the  by-laws  of  the  company. 

Art.  XIII.  If  doubts  or  differences  shall  arise  between  the  national  government,  or  that 
of  the  State  of  Panama,  and  the  Chiriqui  Improvement  Company,  as  to  tue  fulfilment  of  this 
contract,  such  questions  shall  be  decided  by  a  convention,  (arbitration;)  and  if  this  cannot 
take  place  by  the  national  or  State  judiciary,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  prescribed  by  the 
constitution  of  Colombia  and  in  no  case  shall  rights  or  exemptions  or  protection  from  a  foireign 
govemnient  be  claimed,  because  citizens  or  subjects  of  another  nation  may  be  interested  in 
tne  company,  and  the  infringement  of  this  provision  shall  ipso  facto  annul  this  contract 

Art.  XIV.  If  this  contract  shall  not  be  carried  into  effect  during  the  year  18(>7,  the  fact 
of  such  failure  in  itself  will  render  it  void.    That  is  to  say,  if  within  the  year  1867  the  cooh 

gmy  shall  not  be  fully  organized  and  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Chiriqui  to  Costa 
ica,  and  the  navigation  by  steamers  between  Colombia  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
or  between  the  poits  of  the  Atlantic  ani  Pacific  as  before  specified,  this  contract  shall  be 
ipso  facto  void. 

Done  in  London  March  3,  1866,  in  the  Colombian  legation,  No.  38,  Lancaster  Gate. 

T.  C.  DE  M08QUERA. 
A.  W.  THOMPSON. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seioard. 
No.  250.]  Legation  of  the  Unitbo  States, 

Bdgota,  Jufy  I,  isee. 

8iR:  Besides  tlie  unauthorized  agreementA  entered  into  in  London  by  the  late 
Colombian  minister  in  Oreat  Britain,  General  Mosquera,  now  President  of  this 
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republic,  treated  of  in  my  Nos.  249,  251,  252,  and  253,  he  contracted  a  loan  on 
behalf  of  Colombia  of  oCl,500,000.  This  contract  has  been  ratified  hy  the  con- 
gress with  some  modifications. 

It  is  believed  that  these  modifications  are  in  effect  an  annnltnent  of  the  con- 
tract, unless  the  object  of  those  making  the  loan  be  to  secure  control  of  the 
Panama  railroad,  which  is  very  probable.  In  case  Colombia  receive  the  loan, 
it  requires  no  great  foresight  to  predict  that  the  consequences  to  the  country 
must  be  sadly  unfortunate.  The  American  interests  on  the  isthmus  will  be 
jeopardized  in  such  event  and  for  this  reason  I  beg  to  call  the  serious  attention 
of  the  department  to  the  matter. 

The  Panama  Railroad  Compauy  may  find  it  to  its  interest  to  advance  the  net 
amount  of  the  loan — about  five  million  of  dollars — and  by  this  means  secure 
what  it  has  for  years  sought  to  achieve  by  other  means.  If  the  present  oppor- 
tunity should  be  neglected,  the  road  is  pretty  sure  to  pass  iuto  English  hands. 

The  thirty-five  per  cent  of  the  customs  pledged  by  this  contract  puts  eighty- 
five  per  cent,  of  this,  the  principal  branch  of  the  national  revenue,  in  pledge  to 
English  creditors  and  beyond  the  control  of  Ihe  government,  which  seems  to 
render  it  impossible  for  the  latter  to  sustain  itself  The  nation  will  be  virtually 
bound  hand  and  foot  and  delivered  over  to  Englishmen.  The  whole  of  the 
other  revenues  of  the  government  will  not  pay  a  third  of  its  indispensable  run- 
ning expenses. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  contract,  letter  B  of  attachment  A ;  the  modifications 
of  congress  in  Diario  Oficial  No.  682,  XXY I ;  a  translation  of  the  modifications, 
B ;  a  translation  of  the  original  contract,  C ;  a  synopsis  of  the  contract,  I ;  with 
other  papers  numbered  from  I  to  XXVI.  Theee  latter  are  of  no  interest  to  the 
department  at  present,  but  may  become  so,  in  view  of  events  likely  to  grow  out 
of  the  loan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  G. 


Loan  lately  eontracUd  with   Robinson  3r   Fleming  of  London  by  President  Mosquera^  then 
Colombian  minister  to  Great  Britain, 

The  minister  not  having  authority  from  his  government  to  contract  the  loan,  as  President 
of  the  republic,  he  has  submitted  it  to  the  congress  for  its  approval.  The  terms  of  the  loan 
are  as  follows : 

1.  Amount  of  the  loan,  |7,r>00,000. 

2.  At  fifteen  per  cent,  discount. 

3.  At  six  per  cent,  per  annum  interest,  to  commence  running  three  months  before  the  emis- 
sion of  the  loan.  The  interest  for  these  three  months,  |1  U,500.  Interest  payable  semi- 
annually in  London. 

4.  The  first  year*s  interest  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  loan,  deposited  in  a  London  hank, 
and  the  interest  produced  by  the  deposit  to  be  applied  as  a  payment  on  the  principal  of  the 
loan. 

5.  The  loan  to  be  advanced  as  follows :  Five  per  cent,  when  the  loan  is  subscribed  for ; 
five  per  cent,  when  the  certificates  of  subscription  shall  be  distributed ;  ten  per  cent,  monthly 
for  each  of  the  six  months  next  thereafter ;  and  fifteen  per  cent,  at  the  ena  of  seven  months 
next  after  the  delivery  of  the  certificates  of  subscription. 

6.  The  product  of  the  loan,  i.  e.,  eighty-five  per  cent,  of  the  seven  millions  and  a  half,  minus 
the  first  year*s  interest  and  commission  to  Robinson  &,  Fleming,  to  be  deposited  in  a  London 
hank,  (subject  to  the  draft  of  the  Colombian  government,  it  is  to  he  supposed, )  and  the  interest 
arisiog  from  the  deposit  to  be  applied  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  loan. 

7.  The  loan  to  be  paid  off  within  twenty  years  by  the  payment  of  interest  and  five  per 
cent,  of  the  principal  annually. 

8.  The  Colombian  government  to  issue  bonds  for  the  seven  millions  and  a  half,  which 
bonds  Robinson  &.  Fleming  are  to  indorse. 
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9.  The  fl^overnmeDt  will  remit,  at  iU  expeose,  to  London,  iu  steriing  money,  six  raon^ 
before  each  semi-aonnal  paprment  of  interest  falls  due,  a  sum  sufficient  for  the  payment  of 
the  same,  and  the  commission  to  the  agent  for  making  the  payment. 

10.  The  government  pledges  or  hypothecates  thirty-live  per  cent,  of  the  custom-bouse 
dnties  of  the  republic :  nfty-two  and  a  half  per  cent  is  alreiuiy  held  in  pledffe  by  English 
creditors ;  fiitoen  per  cent,  of  the  revenues  arising  from  the  salt  mines,  and  the  naliond 
remainder  in  the  Panama  railroad. 

11.  The  remainder  in  the  railroad  and  part  of  the  income  from  the  salt  mines  bsving  been 
heretofore  hypothecated  for  a  million  loan  obtained  in  London  in  1864,  known  as  the  Bue- 
naventura road  loan,  the  government  agrees  to  pay  off  that  loan  out  of  the  proeent  loan,  so 
as  tu  leave  the  salt  mines  revenue  and  remainder  in  the  railroad  free  from  the  lien  given  to 
secure  the  road  loan  of  1864. 

12  The  loan,  (seven  and  a  half  million  loan,)  i.  e.,  its  proceeds,  to  be  applied  to  the  intefsal 
improvements  mentioned  in  a  law  of  the  republic  of  May  24,  1864,  less  a  half  million  of 
dollars  to  be  appropriated  to  the  Buenaventura  road.  This  law  undertakes  to  create  a  gm- 
eral  system  of  improvements  which  would  ruin  the  country  if  attempted  to  be  carried  out. 
The  law  will  be  found  in  £1  Dlario  Oficial,  No.  26,  of  June  1, 1864,  heretofore  sent  to  the 
department. 

J  3.  Kobinson  &  Fleming  have  the  right  to  appoint  agents  in  the  custom-bouMi  to 
collect  the  thirty-five  per  cent  pledged  as  aforesaid,  and  also  to  appoint  agents  to  see  that 
the  product  of  the  loan  be  applied  to  the  internal  improvements  for  which  it  is  destined. 
These  agents  to  be  m\d  by  toe  government. 

14.  Kobinson  &  Fleming  to  receive  six  per  cent  on  the  nominal  anK>nnt  of  the  loan  for 
their  trouble  iu  securing  it.    This  commission  to  be  deducted  from  the  principal. 

15.  Robinson  &  Fleming,  who  are  to  receive  and  pay  out  the  sums  necessary  to  ex- 
tinguish the  loan  and  the  interest  thereon,  are  to  have  one-lialf  of  one  per  cent  on  the  amounis 
thus  received  and  disbursed  for  this  service. 

Amount  of  loan $7,500,000 

Discount  fifteen  per  cent $1,125,000 

Six  per  cent,  commission  to  Robinson  &,  Fleming 450, 000 

Six  per  cent,  interest  one  year  in  advance 450, 000 

The  sinking  fund  (5  per  cent) 375,000 

Commission  to  Robinson  &  Fleming  for  paying  interest  and 

principal 4,126 

2,404,W5 

Net  amount  raised  or  to  be  received  by  the  Colombian  government 5, 095, 675 

See  despatch  to  the  department  No.  217,  for  some  observations  on  the  finances  and  want 
of  financial  talent  in  this  country,  and  compare  them  with  the  foregoing. 


IL 

[From  the  Diario  Oficial  No.  654,  June  1,  1866.->Translation.  J 

Message  of  the  Presidmt  of  ike  UnwM. 

EXECUTIVE  POWER  OF  THE  UNION. 

Citizen  Senators  and  Representatives  :  I  had  the  honor  to  give  yon  a  statement  of 
the  contract  for  a  loan  celebrated  in  England  with  Messrs.  Robinson  &  Fleming,  in  accord* 
ance  with  the  bases  fixed  by  the  law  of  May  28,  1864,  and  returned  it  to  congress,  as  1  had 
annexed  for  security  one  more  hypothecation,  that  of  the  reserves  of  the  Panama  railroad. 

The  faith  and  responsibility  of  the  government  and  of  the  nation  being  bound  by  resMO 
of  a  legal  mandate,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  this  saving  measure,  the  base  of  public 
happiness  and  foundation  of  a  complex  system  of  administration,  should  have  the  oppositifiB 
that  has  been  presented  to  combat  my  foreign  proceedings,  when  competent  judges  in  mat- 
ters of  finance  have  wondered  that  Colombia  has  been  able  to  obtain  this  loan  with  better 
conditions  than  other  nations,  as  Egypt,  Turkey,  Austria,  and  Brazil,  and  that  the  credit  of 
Colombia  has  been  sustaineU  from  my  arrival  in  London,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  quotatioes 
firom  the  exchange  of  said  city. 
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It  is  said  that  the  ^yemment  will  receive  but  (5,095,875,  as  fifteen  per  cent,  discount  is 

deducted |1,J25,000 

Commission  six  per  cent 450,000 

Sum 1,575,000 

To  this  sum  add — 

Interest  of  first  year ^ |450,000 

Five  per  cent,  sinking  fund  for  liquidation  of  principal 375, 000 

One-half  per  cent,  to  the  agents  of  this  commission 4, 129 

•       829, 129 

Total  reduction 2,404,129 


This  mode  of  proceeding  is  incorrect.  The  republic  receives  actually  and  positively 
£1,185,000,  or  |5,925,000,  which,  atan  interest  of  7f  per  cent.,  produces  $451,781  25,  interest 
Tery  common  in  Europe  and  an  advantage  not  obtainable  in  Colombia.  The  republic  by  this 
coDtract  pays  six  per  cent,  annual  interest  on  $7,500,000,  the  sum  of  $450,000,  or  $1,781  25 
less  than  7f  per  cent  of  the  money  actually  received  in  the  loan. 

The  capital  received  commences  to  gain,  according  to  the  contract,  an  interest  in  the  bank 
or  hanks  in  which  it  is  deposited  ;  and  deducting  from  the  $5,925,000  which  they  receive, 
$925,000,  which  is  transferred  at  once  to  Colombia,  leaves  $5,000,000  ffaining  five  per  cent, 
or  $250,000  aunually.  The  republic,  on  the  transfer  of  $925,000  for  deposit  in  a  bank  and 
to  form  with  it  the  .support  of  internal  improvements,  will  possess  4  per  cent,  premium,  $37,000 ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  republic  will  receive  $962,000. 

The  payment  of  interests  and  the  gradual  liquidation  of  the  first  year  is  not  a  discount;  it 
is  au  expenditure,  as  that  of  the  $925,000  which  is  destined  for  internal  improvements  in  the 
first  year;  and  if  this  sum  is  reduced  equally,  the  loan  remains  reduced  to  ^4,170,875.     And  , 
finally,  when  all  is  converted  to  internal  improvements,  **the  republic  has  lost  $7,500, OrK)  and  ' 
paid  annually  the  enormous  sum  of  $450,000  interest,  and  the  gradual  liquidation  of  five  per 
cent." 

This  mode  of  reasoning,  citizen  senators  and  representatives,  is  only  proper  to  thiff  oppo- 
sition, passionate  and  systematic,  which  rises  in  the  first  days  of  my  administration,  when 
encharged  with  the  government  I  find  all  the  revenues  pledged,  claims  drawn  against  the 
ca<«tom-hou8es  exceeding  ^300,000,  employes  unpaid,  the  mortmain  property  in  a  dilapidated 
condition  from  bad  sales,  the  income  of  the  salt  mines  ruined,  and  a  treasury  debt  of  nearly 
two  millions  of  dollars.  In  Euiope  I  w^ell  knew  this  situation.  However,  I  resolved  to  come 
and  take  charge  of  the  government,  because  the  nation  called  me  to  rescue  it  from  the  con- 
flict in  which  it  was  met,  since  in  my  administration  from  J845  to  1849  I  inaugurated 
indnstrial  improvements,  as  the  president  of  congress  indicated  in  his  discourse  of  my  in- 
au^aration. 

les,  gentlemen,  I  knew  the  situation  of  the  country,  but,  feeling  my  powers,  I  believed  that, 
relying  as  I  ought  to  rely  on  a  congress  that  represented  at  least  the  will  of  the  States  of 
Bolivar,  Bojaca,  Cauca,  Cuudinamarca,  Magdalena,  Santander  and  Tolima,  I  am  sustained. 
As  I  was  elected  by  a  great  majority  after  I  bad  manifested  how  I  understood  the  programme 
of  the  liberal  party,  which  called  me  to  power  and  filled  the  formulas  of  the  democratic 
representative  governments,  the  repre^sentatives  of  the  pe<^ple  and  the  senators  from  the 
8tates  have  no  other  duty  to  express  than  the  will  of  their  constituents. 

There  are  the  United  States  and  the  Swiss  Confederation  among  republican  nations  where 
the  democratic  representative  system  is  known  by  practice.  There  alone,  where  the  mandate 
abandons  the  programme  presented,  he  is  called  to  order  and  opposition  is  made. 

That  the  deput^ition  from  Antioquiu  which  represents  the  conservative  party  defends  other 
opinions  is  not  strange.  That  the  deputation  from  the  Stat«  of  Panama  which  represents  an 
opinion  opposed  to  my  election  combats  my  ideas,  doe^  not  surprise  me.  Although,  by  the 
message  directed  to  me  by  the  president  of  Autioquia,  I  have  a  right  to  believe  that  that 
people,  filled  with  life  and  industry,  are  in  accordance  with  my  views  of  peace,  union,  and 
progress,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  country  of  my  predilection,  would  have 
V9ted  for  me,  if  a  revolution  had  not  changed  the  vote  of  the  people.  The  senators  and 
representatives  of  this  State  know  full  well  the  deference  that  I  must  have  for  this  country, 
worthy  of  better  fortune,  and  which  calls  my  attention  under  dififerent  points  of  view,  eco- 
nomical and  political. 

Kepublican  frankness  is  not  consistent  with  the  dissimulation  of  p  diticians  who  conceal 
their  views,  and  1,  as  a  republican,  ought  not  to  recur  to  that  which  is  called  macbiavelism 
to  govern,  and  I  ctddress  niyself  to  you  with  the  loyally  of  a  free  man  and  friend  of  progress. 
Loans  are  ruinous  where  they  aro  acquired  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  administration; 
bat  when  they  are  converted  to  industrial  pursuits  which  bring  an  augmentation  of  riches, 
and  are  a  great  benefit,  then  augmenting  the  production  givt*s  revenues  to  pay  the  interests 
of  the  money  and  as  much  per  cent,  for  its  liquidation.  Tlie  United  States,  without  tht)  loans 
contracted  in  Europe,  could  not  have  attained  the  gigantic  progress  which  has  elevated  this 
nation  to  a  power  of  the  first  order,   "there  is  no  occasion,  gentlemen,  to  enter  into  a  ^^polemicu' 
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economica,^*  becansethe  axioms  of  the  science  of  ^oyemment  teacli  tbat  certain  economical 
doctrines  cannot  be  applied  to  the  practice  of  pnbhc administration,  in  the  same  manner  tbaX 
national  handicraft  is  unequal  to  industrial. 

The  loan  obtained,  confess  has  the  facilitj  to  resolve  the  problem  which  I  have  giren  m 
another  message,  to  wit:  to  meet  the  public  expenses  and  evade  national  bankruptcy,  or, 
better  said,  to  remedy  without  imposing  new  contributions. 

With  the  securitv  of  the  loan,  congress  can  ordain  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  as  national 
money,  with  an  obligation  to  receive  for  the  payment  of  ti^asury  dues  and  to  naeet  pabHc 
expenses,  but  leaving  the  commerce  to  fix  the  price  of  effects  as  also  of  gold  and  silver.  These 
notes  would  be  admissible  in  all  the  public  offices  for  their  nominal  value,  except  in  the 
custom-houses,  whose  dues  would  be  paid  in  gold,  to  the  end  that  commerce,  by  the  necessity 
of  acquiring  it,  would  not  depreciate  the  value  of  those  documents. 

To  bring  the  first  $925,000  for  investment  in  internal  improvements,  one-half  of  the  effect- 
ive fund  could  be  put  in  a  bank  of  issue  and  discount  and  a  European  bank,  whether  the 
Bank  of  South  America  and  Mexico  or  in  another  an  equal  sum,  which  I  say  to  congress  I 
have  security  to  obtain.  With  this  fund  of  $1,850,000  the  government  can  a^k  the  emission 
of  another  equal  sum,  hypothecating  the  revenues  and  changing  the  treasury  for  bank  notes, 
jn  this  manner  the  credit  will  rise,  the  country  be  saved  from  bankruptcy,  peace  be  secured, 
and  a  new  way  opened  for  progress.  With  new  and  good  roads  production  would  be  aug- 
mented, and  in  four  years  the  $0,925,000  will  give  not  only  the  7f  per  cent,  it  costs,  but  It 
per  cent. 

Moreover,  with  the  creation  of  new  industries  by  the  facility  of  communication,  the  expor- 
tation from  Colombia  will  not  fall  short  of  twenty  millions  in  the  next  few  years,  and  the 
importation  will  not  be  less  than  $25,000,000  with  the  credits;  thus  the  20  per  cent,  of  the 
rights  of  the  custom-houses  will  give  $5,000,000  by  importation,  with  which  will  be  met  the 
interest  of  the  foreign  and  interior  debt,  and  the  expenses  of  the  administration.  Ten  per 
cent,  of  the  supposed  right  of  consumption  would  give  to  the  States  $2,500,000  for  their  ex- 
penses, dividing  among  the  base  of  the  population  c^culated  at  3,000,000,  and  would  have  a 
contribution  by  no  means  oppressive  ot  $7,500,000,  that  is  to  say,  $2  75  for  each  person,  in 
the  consumption  of  foreign  merchandise  annually. 

If  this  project  is  adopted  for  the  sale  of  the  government  Interests  in  the  railroad,  means  wHl 
be  obtained  to  meet  the  hypothecations  which  they  offer.  A  financial  combination  will  gtve 
such  credit  that  we  will  be  able  to  undertake  an  enterprise  of  new  regulations  over  our  foreign 
debt,  which  will  be  reduced  33  per  cent,  at  least. 

The  pressure  of  time  and  the  necessity  of  addressing  this  message  to-day  does  not  permit 
me  to  extend  it.  Before  the  end  of  the  session  I  will  be  able  to  give  you  a  statement  of  tb« 
condition  of  the  country,  whatever  may  be  required,  and  my  ideas  for  its  salvation. 

I  have  confidence  in  Providence,  that  governs  the  world,  in  the  good  judgment  of  Colom- 
bians, and  your  patriotism,  for  assurances  that  if  you  give  me  the  laws  and  authorities  I  have 
solicited,  I  will  save  the  republic ;  for  this  I  respond  with  my  life  and  with  my  honor. 

T.  €.  DE  MOSQUERA. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  National  Credit^ 

Crrbeleon  Pinzon. 

Bogota,  June  1,  1866. 


m. 

[From  the  Diario  Oficial  No.  657,  June,  5,  1866.— Translation.] 

Message  of  the  Citizen  President  of  the  Union. 

EXECUTIVE  POWER  OP  THE  UNION. 

Citizen  Senators  and  Representatives  :  It  is  now  ten  years  since  I  pres^ited  to  e«B- 
gress,  as  president  of  a  commission  of  national  credit  of  both  houses,  a  report  snfficientij 
extensive  to  prove  the  necessity  of  consolidating  the  public  credit,  and  nothing  oooM  be 
obtained  but  the  authorization  which  was  given  to  the  executive  power  to  regnlate  the  foreign 
debt,  which  was  accomplished  in  1861,  when  I,  as  provisional  President,  ratified  the  ooatract 
celebrated. 

The  authority  I  then  exercised  permitted  me  to  give,  on  the  9th  of  September  of  that  year, 
the  fundamental  decree  of  public  credit,  which,  combined  with  the  restoration  of  the  mortoiaxn 
property,  was  the  most  important  measure  adopted  by  my  administration  ;  and  I,  i^calliag 
what  I  BsM  to  congress  as  senator,  which  was  the  necessity  of  granting  the  law  of  poblic 
credit  to  save  the  country  from  bankruptcy,  I  gave  the  decree  I  have  mentioned,  which  has 
already-  xmdergone  some  blows,  and  would  prove  futile  if  measures  inconsistent  with  At 
system  should  be  adopted.  Therefore,  as  I  said  in  the  report  alluded  to,  laws  that  disnatoni- 
ise  documents  of  pubhc  debt  are  not  laws  of  credit,  but  of  discredit. 

Well  I  knew,  citisen  senators  and  representatives,  that  the  conflict  in  which  the  repabfic 
is  found  is  what  prompts  the  spirit  of  some  senators  and  r^reaentaCives  to  propose  the  pr»- 
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jects  whicli  upon  this  subject  flow  in  the  houses.  I  am  not  igpiorant  of  jonr  laudable  inten- 
tioDs;  but  not  agreeing  with  your  ideas  and  haying  the  responsibility' which  the  nation  has 
imposed  upon  me  in  the  public  administration,  and  to  report  upon  the  actual  situation  of 
affairs  of  the  Union,  I  see  the  necessity  of  giving  to  congress  a  statement  of  the  distress- 
ing situation  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  laws  I  need  in  order  to  govern,  already  indicated 
in  my  message  on  the  loan  which  can  now  be  raiHod  in  England,  in  accordance  with  the  law 
which  authorized  the  executive  power,  and  another  ratified  this  year  enumerating  the  new 
works  which  ought  to  be  constructed. 

Well  could  I  have  ratified  that  contract  and  carried  it  into  effect  if  it  had  not  one  clause, 
the  only  one  that  in  my  conception  should  be  submitted  to  congress,  which  is  that  to  obtain 
the  guarantee  of  the  Panama  railroad  resei-ves,  and  the  desire  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress  the  offers  of  the  contractors  of  the  loan  to  increase  it  to  one  million  eight  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  This  loan  is  auxiliatory  to  the  industrial  associations  and  to  con* 
Btruct  roads  and  canals.  With  these  foreign  capitals,  resources  will  grow  which  augment 
national  riches,  and  proportioning  at  the  same  time  increased  interests  to  the  borrowers,  and 
an  annual  sum  toward  the  liquidation  of  the  principal.  .Thus  is  established  the  fractional 
credit  upon  the  territorial  credit  of  productive  ground.  A  nation  like  Colombia,  which  has 
no  great  capital,  needs  to  furnish  it  with  its  own  credit,  and  congress  has  acknowledged  the 
right  to  give  these  laws  authorizing  the  executive  power  to  contract  loans,  not  to  augment 
public  expenses,  diminishing  the  resources  of  the  people  of  the  country  whose  government 
obtains  the  loan,  and  this  government  is  found  obliged  to  contract  new  loans,  extinguishing 
debts  whose  documents  are  worth  nothing  in  the  market,  because  the  laws  of  the  public 
credit  have  not  been  sustained.  The  nation  has  arrived  at  such  a  situation  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  declare  bankruptcy  or  salvation  with  the  only  resource  which  can  be  presented  under 
these  circumstances,  to  wit:  to  maintain  inviolable  the  laws  of  public  credit;  to  approve  the 
article  of  the  contract  of  the  loan  upon  the  hypothecation  of  the  railroad  reserves,  the  only 
point  discussible  in  the  contract,  as  the  rest  is  in  compliance  with  the  law  ;  to  authorize  the 
issue  of  treasury  notes  to  pay  the  foreign  debt  which  now  oppresses  the  treasury ;  to  meet 
the  ordinary  expenses,  giving  at  the  same  time  the  power  to  establish  a  national  bank  on  the 
bases  indicated  in  my  former  message.  Then,  gentlemen,  without  investing  one  dollar  of 
the  money  of  the  loan  in  public  expenses,  it  will  be  a  service  to  the  treasury ;  it  will  give  force 
to  the  public  credit;  commerce  will  meet  the  facility  to  diminish  its  obligations  and  to  adjust 
its  capital;  roads  will  be  iqitiated,  and  finally  the  completing  of  the  work  of  national  pros- 
perity will  be  arrived  at,  with  the  enterprises  of  dikes,  canals,  and  railroads.  And  you, 
citizen  senators  and  representatives,  will  be  the  liberators  and  saviors  of  the  nation,  giving 
the  executive  power  the  elements  to  regulate  finance  and  national  credit.  Eight  months  from 
to-day  you  will  be  reunited  to  receive  the  report  I  must  give  conformably  to  article  66  of 
the  constitution,  (attribute  17  of  the  executive  power.) 

What  are,  gentlemen,  ei^ht  months  in  the  lite  of  the  nation?  Nothing;  and  well  can  yon 
await  my  report  which  I  will  present  then,  in  order  that  you  may  perfect  the  work  which 
you  now  commence  with  the  measures  I  have  proposed.  The  position  in  which  the  execu- 
tive power  is  found  is  very  painful ;  the  salt  mines  declining,  the  products  of  the  emerald 
mines  given  away  for  three  years,  the  income  of  the  custom-houses  compromised  to  pay 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  decree  on  the  use  of  the  national  forests  virtuallv  nulli- 
fied, giving  these  which  are  immovable  property  to  the  holders  of  documents  of  wild  lands, 
altering  thus  the  law  of  public  credit.  The  national  executive  committee  of  public  credit 
have  neglected  their  principal  duties  for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  mortmain  property, 
and  this,  by  the  little  I  have  seen  from  omciui  documents  relating  to  this  matter,  have  not 
been  advantageous ;  they  have  made  ruinous  contracts,  have  sold  national  property  at  a  loss ; 
they  have  liquidated  debts  to  contract  loans,  and  the  nation,  as  I  have  just  said,  will  declare 
itself  bankrupt,  because  it  does  not  pay  its  debts  nor  salaries.  There  is  not  that  complete 
order  and  regularity  which  the  national  service  demands.  In  the  mean  time,  instead  of  giv- 
iag  resources  to  the  government,  the  situation  is  complicated  with  various  projects  of  Taw 
called  laws  on  public  credit.  In  the  senate  chamber,  the  committee  to  whom  was  passed  my 
message  on  the  loan  adopted  the  opinions  of  a  paper  of  the  opposition,  inimical  to  the  facts, 
and  commenced  to  analyze  the  contract  in  its  essence,  without  taking  into  consideration  that 
I  had  done  nothing  but  to  comply  with  the  law.  Before  noticing  this  report  I  have  answered 
in  my  former  message  the  force  of  its  arguments,  and  it  is  very  painiul  for  me  to  know  that 
the  honorable  senators  of  the  majority  of  the  commission  pledged  themselves  to  argue  against 
the  principles  resolved  by  congress  to  raise  a  loan  and  to  make  allusions  to  resolutions  incon- 
sistent with  the  contraction  of  the  loan. 

Gentlemen  senators  and  representatives,  the  public  credit  cannot  last,  nor  Colombia  appear 
as  a  nation,  from  what  is  said  outside,  that  the  republic  cannot  meet  its  expensed  because  it 
has  pledged  its  revenue  and  prosperity,  and  can  make  no  financial  combination  founded  on 
the  principles  of  science.  It  is  not  true,  gentlemen,  that  $500,000  of  the  loan  is  destined  by 
preference  for  the  Buenaventura  road.  But  a  half  million  dollars  will  replace  the  $587^00 
that  the  Mnrillo  administration  took  to  pay  public  expenses.  Appropriating  a  part  of  this 
fund  contrary  to  law,  and  as  the  loan  cannot  be  entirely  employed  in  the  first  year,  the  fiinds 
employed  for  diflerent  works  wfll  be  re-employed  conveniently  by  the  common  rands  hypothe- 
cated actually.    The  35  per  cent,  destined  by  the  law  for  this  loan,  of  the  cn8t<Hn4ioa8e 
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funds,  'with  37^  per  cent  of  ihe  old  foreifrn  debt,  are  72i  per  cent  of  the  products  of  &e 
custom-bouiie,  and  1(4  per  cent,  of  the  Mackintosh  debt,  whicn  is  for  its  extinction,  are  tSX  per 
cent,  and  leaves  sufficient  for  expenses  of  collection  and  to  pay  the  snbvencion  of  Paoana, 
not  in  the  custuin«houses  but  in  the  general  treasury  as  offered  by  the  conventioii  of  Rio 
Negro. 

The  administration  will  have  paid  in  this  year  the  dividends  of  the  public  debt  with  the  same 
loan,  and  the  increase  of  interest  which  the  loan  produces  in  Europe  will  give  part  of  the 
amount  necessary  to  make  the  payment  of  interest  and  grradual  amortizacion. 

I  have  already  expressed  in  this  message  in  what  manner  the  money  of  the  loan  is  to  b« 
used  to  increase  the  public  credit,  without  diverting  its  funds  in  common  expenses.  If  I 
should  have  been  able  to  examine  attentively  the  report  of  the  committee,  it  would  be  eatj 
for  mo  to  reply  to  all  its  charges ;  but  m^  object  is,  citizen  senators  and  representatives,  to 
ask  that  you  do  not  vary  the  laws  of  public  credit,  and  that  you  sustain  the  action  of  congiea 
in  18(vl  in  order  to  raise  this  loan  to  increase  the  public  prosperity,  and  assert  as  ialse  befom 
the  face  of  the  world  that  these  laws  were  sanctioned  only  for  the  Murillo  administratioa,  m 
some  representative  said  in  full  hguse  that  he  believed  you  should  not  g^ve  to  me  the  resources 
which  would  have  been  offered  to  the  previous  administration.  Maybe  the  commission  of 
the  senate  is  in  accordance  with  this  representation,  and  prefers  to  sustain  this  idea  rather 
than  let  the  country  be  saved,  with  good  loans  on  public  credit  and  with  the  good  beo^fii 
which  a  loan  can  produce,  destined  to  increase  industry  and  to  open  public  roads. 

Pardon  me,  citizen  senators  and  representatives,  if  I  am  personal  in  this  question.  The  heaUh 
of  the  country  and  my  honor  are  compromised.  I  ought  to  be  frank  and  loyal  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  I  have  not  said  as  much  as  I  can  say  to  prove  the  great  danger 
that  public  tranquillity  runs,  because  the  discontent  of  those  that  combatted  in  opinion  of  the 
nation  to  elect  me  President  is  palpable,  because  I  could  save  without!  mposing  contributions, 
without  falling  back  from  the  public  faith,  and  without  exercising  discretional  power. 

Therefore  the  law  and  the  will  of  the  people  is  my  motto. 

T.  C.  DE  MOSQUERA. 

Josfe  Maria  Rojas  Garrido, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations. 

Francisco  Agudelo, 

Secretary  of  State  for  Finance  and  Internal  Improvements 

and  charged  with  the  office  of  Treasury  and  National  Credit, 

RuDECiNDO  Lopez, 

Secretary  of  ^Var  and  Marine. 

Bogota,  June  5,  1861. 


B. 

[Translation.  ] 

Decree  approving  the  convention  celebrated  in  London  on  October  27,  1865,  for  the  loan  qf  i 
million  and  a  half  of  pounds  sterling. 

The  congress  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  decrees : 

Article  1.  The  convention  celebrated  in  London  on  October  27,  1865,  between  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  Great  General  T.  C.  de  Mosquera  and  Messrs.  William  K.  Robinson,  John 
Fleming,  and  George  Fleming,  for  the  loan  of  £1,500,000,  for  the  exclusive  object  of  en- 
couraging internal  improvements  as  provided  for  by  the  law  of  May  28,  1864,  is  herebj 
approved,  with  the  following  modifications : 

ist.  Article  5  is  amended  thus : 

Art.  5.  The  contractors  shall  deduct  the  first  year*s  interest  from  the  proceeds  of  the  loan, 
and  shall  deposit  it  on  the  best  terms  in  a  London  bank,  to  be  designated  by  the  execatire 
power  of  the  Union,  that  it  may  give  interest  for  the  government,  whue  interest  shall  be  added 
to  the  first  year's  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  principaL 

2d.  Article  9  is  approved,  modified  tnus : 

Art.  9.  The  proceeds  of  the  loan«  minus  the  year's  interest  and  conunission,  shall  be  de- 
posited at  interest,  on  the  best  terms,  in  a  bank  or  banks  in  London,  to  be  designated  by  tbe 
executive  power,  and  to  be  subject  to  tbe  conditions  of  this  contract.  Whatever  interest  tbe 
deposit  may  produce  to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  government,  and  applied  to  the  pij* 
ment  of  the  loan  and  its  interest. 

3d.  Article  12  of  the  contract  rejected. 

4th.  Article  13  amended  as  follows: 

Art.  13.  It  being  understood  that  by  the  hypothecation  of  the  reserves  in  the  Panams 
railroad,  tbe  lenders  shall  not  have  power  to  oblige  the  government  to  sue  them  against  its 
will,  it  is  agreed  that  if  the  republic  shall  resolve  to  sell  the  said  reserves,  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  ot  this  loan.    If  the  republic  shall  not  choose  to  sell 
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the  reservee,  the  net  income  or  benefit  accruing  to  the  nation  from  the  Panama  railro&d  is 
included  by  this  contract 

5th.  Article  17  to  read  thus : 

Art.  17.  The  proceeds'of  this  loan,  subject  to  the  stipulations  of  this  convention,  can  only 
be  withdrawn  bj  the  government,  and  for  the  purposes  mentioned. 

6th.  Article  18  amended  bj  adding  the  following  paragraph : 

Until  it  be  declared  that  the  number  of  subscriptions  mentioned  in  this  article  is  completed, 
the  government  of  Colombia  shall  in  nowise  be  bound  by  this  contract,  neither  shall  it  be 
liable  for  any  bank  deposit  that  may  be  made  on  account  of  this  loan. 

7th.  Article  19  to  read  thus : 

Art.  19.  The  said  contractors  shall  receive  as  their  commission  £6  per  cent,  on  the  nominal 
amount  of  said  loan,  which  commission  shall  be  payable  and  deducted  by  said  contractors 
from  each  of  the  sums  which  the  government  may  receive  from  them  of  the  bank  deposits  afore- 
said. Said  commission  shall  be  in  full  of  all  expenses  of  whatever  kind  incident  to  the  com- 
pletion of  this  loan.    1£  the  loan  be  not  nused,  the  government  is  to  incur  no  expenses. 

Done  in  Bogota,  June  28,  1866. 

SANTOS  ACOSTA, 

President  of  the  Senate, 
JULIAN  TRUJILLO, 
President  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


[Translation.] 

AgTsemtnt  entered  into  between  his  ExeelUncythe  Great  General  T.  C,  de  Mosquera  and  Messrs, 
Robinson  8f  Fleming  of  London. 

An  ag^reement  made  this  October  27,  1865,  between  his  excellency,  the  gpreat  general  of 
Colombia,  Senor  Don  Tomas  Cipriano  de  Mosquera,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  near  her  Britannic  Majesty,  who  will  hereafter  be 
called  in  this  writing  his  excellency  of  the  one  part,  and  William  K.  Robinson,  John  Flem- 
ing, and  George  Fleming,  merchants  and  traders,  of  No.  21  Austin  Friars^  in  the  city  of 
London,  under  the  firm  name  of  Robinson  &  Fleming,  who  will  henceforth  be  called  con- 
tractors of  the  other  part.  For  that  whereas  his  excellency  above  named  applied  to  the  said 
contractors  to  undertake  to  procure  the  issue  in  London  of  a  loan  of  £  1,.^00,000,  in  accordance 
with  a  law  of  said  States  approved  May  28,  1864,  which  the  said  contractors  have  agreed  to 
do'  on  the  terms  and  conditions  hereinafter  set  forth,  it  has  therefore  been  mutually  agreed 
between  his  excellency  and  the  said  contractors  as  follows : 

1.  The  nonjinal  value  of  the  loan  is  a  million  and  a  half  of  pounds  sterling. 

2.  The  issue  will  be  at  eighty-five  pounds  per  cent. 

3.  The  rate  of  interest  on  the  said  loan  six  pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  computed 
from  three  months  before  the  date  of  its  issue. 

4.  The  interest  to  be  paid  semi-annually  in  money  sterling,  in  London,  the  first  payment  to 
be  made  at  the  end  of  three  months  after  the  issue  of  the  loan. 

5.  The  contractors  will  deduct  the  first  year's  interest  from  the  proceeds  of  the  loan,  and 
deposit  it  in  a  London  bank,  to  be  named  by  the  contractors,  and  approved  by  his  excellency, 
in  order  that  it  may  gain  interest  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  on  account  of  and  for  toe 
benefit  of  said  government,  and  the  interest  that  may  accrue  on  the  deposit  shall  be  applied 
as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  first  year. 

6.  The  payments  of  the  loan  shall  be  made  as  follows :  Five  pounds  at  the  subscription ; 
^'ve  pounds  on  the  issue  of  the  certificates  of  subscription ;  ten  pounds  one  month  next  there- 
af^r ;  ten  pounds  two,  three,  four,  five,  and  six  months  after  the  issue  of  said  certificates ; 
and  fifteen  pounds  at  the  end  of  seven  months  of  the  said  issue. 

7.  The  proceeds  of  the  loans,  minus  one  year's  interest  and  the  commission,  as  herein  ex- 
pressed, are  to  be  deposited  in  a  bank  or  banks  in  London,  to  be  named  by  the  contractors, 
and  approved  bv  his  excellency,  that  the  same  may  gain  interest  on  the  most  favomble  terms 
possible,  and  which  will  be  subject  to  the  conditions  of  this  contract  That  which  may  accrue 
on  this  deposit  shall  be  applied  to  increase  the  sinking  fund  and  the  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal. 

8.  Said  loan  must  be  reduced  to  par  within  twenty  years,  by  a  sinking  fund  of  five  pounds 
per  cent,  per  annum.  The  manner  of  paying  said  loan  shall  be  by  annual  warrants,  before  a 
notary  public  in  London.  The  said  government  nevertheless  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to 
redeem  or  pay  said  loan  through  the  contractors  at  any  time  within  twentv  years. 

9.  The  said  loan  is  to  be  represented  by  the  bonds  of  said  States,  to  oe  prepared  by  the 
contractors  and  his  excellency,  and  for  the  amounts  which  said  contractors  may  deem  con- 
-renient.  Said  bonds  are  to  be  signed  by  his  excellency,  and  countersigned  by  said  contract- 
ors, in  their  characters  as  such. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


550  DIPLOMATIC    COBKESPONDEXCE, 

10*.  The  sum  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  each  half  year,  and  that  for  the  annnal  payment 
on  the  principal,  together  with  the  half  per  cenL  upon  them  to  be  paid  to  the  contractors,  as 
hereinafter  set  forth,  must  be  from  time  to  time  remitted  to  the  said  contractors,  and  be  in 
their  hands  in  London  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  payitoent^  are  dae,  as  herein  expressed, 
free  of  expense  to  the  contractors,  and  in  money  sterling  or  iCs  equivalent 

n.  The  security  for  said  loan  is  thirty -five  pounds  per  cent,  of  the  impost  duties  of  the 
United  States  of  Colombia,  which  his  excellency  in  the  name  of  said  States  and  their  goyern- 
ment  specially  hypothecates  for  the  due  payment  of  said  loan  and  the  interest  thereon. 

12.  Said  contractors  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint  special  agents  in  the  yarions  parts  of 
said  States  where  said  duties  may  be  paid,  who  shall  receive  and  collect  said  thirty -five  per 
cent.,  the  expenses  of  said  agents  to  be  paid  by  the  government  of  said  States. 

13.  As  an  additional  security  for  the  payment  of  said  loan,  his  excellency  offers  in  the 
name  •f  said  government,  subject  to  ratification  by  the  congress  of  said  States,  to  obtain  which 
ratification  at  its  next  session  his  excellency  binds  himself  to  use  his  whole  influence,  the 
hypothecation  of  the  reserves  or  remainder  of  said  goveipment  in  the  Panaaia  railroad, 
according  to  the  existing  agreemeut  between  the  government  and  the  Panama  Railrotd 
Company ;  and,  besides,  his  excellency  binds  himself  likewise  to  procure  the  hypothecation 
of  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  salt  mines,  which  remainder  and  fifteen  per  cent,  are 
at  present  pledged  as  security  for  the  existing  loan  of  £200,000,  contracted  by  said  goverxi- 
meut  or  States  through  the  London  and  County  bank. 

14.  His  excellency  agrees  and  binds  himself  further,  that  the  said  government  shall  con- 
sent that  the  balance  of  said  loan  of  £200,000,  after  it  shall  have  been  provided  for  and 
secured,  shall  be  paid,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  contractors,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  presrat 
loan,  in  ofder  that  the  said  reserves  in  the  railroad,  and  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  revenues  of  the 
salt  mines,  shall  be  held  as  securities  for  this  loan,  they  being  now  in  hypothecation  for  said 
loan  of  £200,000. 

15.  It  is  expressly  agreed  that  the  present  loan  shall  be  applied  only  to  the  objects  specified 
in  a  law  of.  said  congress  approved  May  28,  1864,  and  to  insure  which,  the  product  of  said 
loan,  minus  the  said  sum  to  be  paid  to  said  contractors,  as  hereinafter  stated,  and  mrnns 
£100,000  to  be  placed  subject  to  the  order  of  the  government,  as  hereinafter  expressed,  is  to 
be  deposited  in  bank  as  already  declared,  that  it  may  be  employed  according  to  the  provinoos 
of  this  contract. 

16.  The  said  sum  of  £100,000  is  to  be  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the  government,  and  will 
consist  of  the  first  proceeds  of  this  loan,  for  payment  by  the  government  to  the  Buenaventma 
Koad  Company,  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  May  28,  1864. 

17.  Said  contractors  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint,  at  the  cost  of  the  government,  special 
agents,  who  shall  have  the  power  to  see  that  the  products  of  this  loan  be  applied  exclusively 
to  the  objects  of  internal  improvements  or  public  works  specified  in  said  law  of  May  S8, 1864, 
or  any.other  law  to  the  same  end  which  the  congress  of  said  States  may  enact  The  proceeds 
of  this  loan,  subject  to  the  dispositions  of  other  parts  of  this  contract,  can  only  be  withdrawn 
for  the  objects  mentioned. 

18.  Said  contractors  offer  to  procure  subscriptions  for  said  loan,  on  at  least  for  half  the  nom- 
inal value  thereof,  before  oflering  it  to  the  public  which  subscriptions,  nevertheless,  shall 
not  be  obligatory  until  the  contractors  shall  declare  that  the  total  amount  of  the  loan  issatit- 
factorily  arranged  by  subscriptions. 

19.  The  said  contractors  shall  receive  a  commission  of  siz  pounds  per  cent,  on  the  nominal 
value  of  said  loan,  and  which  commission  is  payable  and  shall  be  retained  by  the  coQtrBCtocs 
out  of  the  first  products  of  said  loan.  Said  commission  shall  be  in  full  of  all  expenses  inci- 
dent to  said  loan,  whether  it  be  subscribed  for  or  not. 

20.  The  interest  and  principal  of  this  loan  shall  be  pud  through  the  said  contractors,  who 
will  receive  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  thus  paid  by  them. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  parties  hereto  sign  their  names. 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  251.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  July  2,  1866. 

Sir:  Among  tlie  unauthorized  contracts  celebrated  in  London  by  Gknenl 
Mosquera,  late.  Colombian  miniB^er  in  Great  Britain,  and  now  President  of  this 
republic,  were  three  for  the  purchase  of  three  steamers,  with  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  coogress. 
The  contracts  will  be  found  in  Diario  Oficial  No.  662,  and  the  law  approving 
them  in  No.  686  of  the  same,  journal. 

The  steamers,  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  the  rebel  blockade-running  ser- 
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vice,  liave  arrived  in  Colombian  waters,  one  on  the  Atlantic  and  two  on  the 
Pacific  Thej  are  a  positive  burden  to  the  nation.  The  arms  and  ammunition 
have  been  received  by  the  government. 

These  are  among  the  transactions  mentioned  in  Nos.  249,  250,  252,  253,  and 
255,  and  are  reported  as  showing  in  part  the  burdens  which  weigh  on  the  Colom- 
bian treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  252.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  July  3,  1866. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  No.  246  and  to  so  much  oF  my  No.  2L7,  as  treats  of  the 
proposed  construction  of  an  interoceanio  canal  across  the  isthmus,  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  add  the  annexed  papers  relating  to  the  same  subject. 

Thtj  congress  declined  to  approve  the  grants  made  by  ex-President  Murillo 
daring  his  administration,  and  that  contracted  by  General  Mosquera  as  Colom- 
bian minister  in  Great  Britain,  treated  of  in  numbers  above  referred  to ;  but 
enacted  a  law  authorizing  the  President  to  grant  a  privilege  for  opening  a  canal 
to  the  best  bidder  after  publication.  The  law  is  contained  in  Diario  Oficial,  No. 
686,  which,  with  a  translation  of  the  law,  is  hereto  annexed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Law  disapproving  the  contract  celebrated  by  the  executive  power  on  the  25th  of  January  last  with 
the  agent  of  Henry  DuesbUry,  esq.,  and  dffining  a  basis  for  the  privilege  of  opening  an  inter- 
oceanic  canal. 

The  congress  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  decrees : 

Article  1 .  The  contract  celebrated  bj  the  execative  power  on  the  25th  of  Jannary  last, 
with  Sefior  Eustacio  de  la  Torre  Navaez,  the  ag^nt  of  Henry  Daesbury,  esq.,  for  the  opening 
of  an  interoceanic  canal  through  Colombian  territory,  is  hereby  disapproved,  in  toto. 

Art.  2.  The  executive  power  is  hereby  authorized  to  enter  into  a  contract  granting  the 
exclusive  privilege  for  opening  an  interoceanic  canal  through  any  part  of  the  Colombian  ter- 
ritory on  the  following  bases  : 

1.  The  grant  shMl  be  for  the  term  of  ninety- nine  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  on  which 
the  canal  shall  be  opened  to  the  public,  and  on  which  the  grantee  or  his  representative  shall 
commence  collecting  tolls  for  the  transit  or  navigation  of  the*  canal. 

2.  During  the  existence  of  the  grant,  the  government  shall  not  make  or  authorize  any 
other  company  or  iudividual  to  make  a  canal,  putting  the  two  oceans  in  communication 
through  the  territory  of  Colombia.  If  the  grantee  of  the  privilege  shall  construct  a  railroad 
as  auxiliary  to  the  canal,  across  said  territory,  the  government  Bh&W  not  make  or  authorize 
any  company  or  individual  to  make  another  interoceanic  railroad  over  said  territory  during 
the  existence  of  the  privilege  granted  for  the  canaL 

3.  The  canal  shall  be  completed  and  opened  to  the  uSe  of  the  public  within  ten  years  from 
the  date  of  this  grant ;  but  it  from  fortuitous  circumstances  inaependent  of  the  will  of  the 
grantee,  after  the  construction  of  a  third  part  of  the  canal,  it  shall  appear  that  it  cannot  be 
completed  within  the  ten  years,  the  executive  power  is  empowered  to  extend  the  time  for 
four  years  more. 

4.  The  cabal  shall  be  so  constructed  as  to  be  navigable  by  the  largest  vessels  now  in  use, 
the  Great  Eastern  excepted. 
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5.  The  grantee  is  hereby  granted  the  unappropriated  lands  necessary  for  the  excavation  of 
the  canal,  the  establishment  of  marine  ports,  landing^s,  places  of  embarcation,  mooriBA 
warehouses,  and  in  general  for  everything  necessary  Tor  the  construction  and  serrioe  of  the 
canal,  likewise  the  laud  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  line  of  the  railroad,  if  it  shall  be 
made.  These  lands  shall  revert  to  the  republic  with  the  canal  and  railroad,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  ^anc. 

6.  A  belt  of  land  on  each  side  of  the  canal  not  exceeding  30  metres  wide  is  also  granted 
to  the  grantee,  but  along  the  whole  line  the  neighboring  nroprietors  shall  have  a  perfect ligbt 
to  easy  access  to  the  canal  and  its  porta,  as  well  as  to  tne  road  which  may  be  constracted, 
without  charge  by  the  company. 

7.  If  the  territory  on  which  the  canal  is  to  be  excavated  or  over  which  the  railroad  is  to  be 
constructed  shall  in  whole  or  in  part  be  private  property,  the  grantee  shall  have  the  right  to 
appropriate  it  to  his  use  according  to  law,  and  indemnity  being  made  to  him. 

ti.  During  the  time  the  grantee  shall  hold  the  canal,  he  shall  have  the  right  to  use  the  potts 
ht  the  end  of  the  canal  for  the  anchorage  of  its  boats,  for  the  embarcation  of  goods  to  be  left 
in  said  ports  or  transferred  to  other  boats,  in  order  to  be  sent  on  their  way  over  the  canal,  ia 
case  they  shall  not  have  been  destined  to  be  sent  over  it  by  the  boat  brineing^  them ;  to  use 
the  intermediate  ports  necessarily  and  especially  destined  for  storage  and  deposit  free  from 
all  objects  and  merchandise  which  may  be  destined  for  transit,  or  to  be  disembarked  at  the 
intermediate  ports,  in  which  the  republic  shall  have  the  right  to  place  such  agents  as  it  waaj 
think  necessary  to  prevent  contmband  traffic.  The  edifices  which  may  be  coustrueted  by  tbs 
grantee  for  deposits  at  the  ports  and  landing^  shall  be  so  arranged  that  a  single  person  wiU 
be  sufficient  to  guard  against  contraband. 

9.  The  ports  at  either  end  of  the  canal  shall  be  free  and  open  for. the  commeree  of  all 
nations,  and  there  shall  be  no  import  duties  collected  in  them,  except  on  articles  intended  fcr 
consumption  in  the  republic.    8a'd  ports  shall,  therefore,  be  open  to  importation  from  the 

rning  of  the  canal,  and  custom-houses  and  revenue  guards  will  be  established  in  them  as 
government  may  judge  convenient,  for  the  collection  of  the  import  duties  on  effects  des- 
tined for  other  points  in  the  Union  and  to  guard  against  contrabaid.  The  employes  which 
the  government  may  esteem  necossary  to  perform  this  service  shall  be  paid  entirely  by  the 
company,  and  their  salaries  fixed  by  the  government. 

10.  The  government  of  the  republic  declares  forever  neutral  the  ports  at  each  end  of  the 
canal  and  its  waters  from  one  sea  to  the  other ;  and  consequently,  in  case  of  war  between 
other  nations,  or  between  another  nation  and  Colombia,  the  transit  by  the  canal  shall  not  be 
interrupted  thereby  ;  and  the  merchant  vesjiels  and  persons  of  all  nations  of  the  world  shall 
be  privileged  to  enter  said  ports,  and  to  pass  through  the  canal,  without  molestation  ordelaj, 
foreign  troops  excepted,  which  shall  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without  the  permission  of  congress. 

11.  War  vessels  of  belligerents,  whose  manifest  destination  is  to  take  part  in  hoatimies, 
shall  be  prohibited  from  entering  the  canal. 

12.  The  grantee  shall  have  the  ri^ht  to  introduce  free  of  duty  of  any  kind  all  the  inatiu- 
ments,  machinery,  tools,  mateiials  lor  houses,  pcovisions  and  clothing  for  the  laborers,  whick 
may  be  necessary  while  constructing  the  canal. 

13.  No  contributions,  national,  municipal  or  of  any  other  kind,  shall  be  imposed  on  the 
canal,  the  boats  which  may  pass  through  its  tow-boats,  warehouses,  wharves,  machinery  and 
other  works  and  effects  of  the  grantee,  and  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  executive  power  maj 
be  needed  for  the  use  of  the  canal,  or  its  dependencies,  during  the  existence  of  the  grant. 

14.  The  passengers,  money,  merchandise,  objects  and  effects  of  every  kind  which  may  be 
transported  un  the  canal,  shall  be  exempt  from  every  duty,  national,  municipal,  or  other  char- 
acter, whatever.  This  exemption  shall  extend  to  all  the  effects  or  merchandise  which  may 
remain  on  deposit  in  the  ports,  warehouses  or  landings  of  the  grantee  destined  for  the  inte- 
rior of  the  republic,  or  for  a  foreign  country ;  but  effects  destined  for  interior  conaumptioB 
shall  pay  the  national  duties  or  imposts  existing  at  the  time  when  they  shall  be  removed  fitn 
the  warehouses  of  the  grantee ;  to  which  end  he  shall  act  with  the  knowledge  of  the  agents 
of  the  republic  and  in  conformity  to  the  laws  and  the  regulations  which  may  be  dictated  by 
the  executive  power. 

15.  Travellers  passing  over  the  canal  shall  not  need  passports,  except  in  case  of  fbreign 
war  or  internal  commotion,  if  the  executive  power  shall  deem  it  proper  to  require  them ; 
but  the  vessels  passing  the  canal  shall  be  obliged  to  present  in  the  port  at  the  end  of  the  same, 
on  their  anival,  their  registers  and  otlier  sea  papers,  which  may  be  necessary  according  to  the 
laws  and  public  treaties,  to  entitle  a  vessel  to  its  free  navigation.  Vessels  which  may  not 
have  such  papers,  or  that  may  refuse  to  present  them,  will  be  detained  and  proce^l^  against 
according  to  law. 

16.  When  duties  or  imposts  are  payable  on  effects  introduced  into  the  territory  adiacent 
to  the  canal,  the  vessels  will  pass  through  it  with  their  hatchways  closed  and  sealed  by  the 
cuHtom-house  at  the  end  ot  the  canal  at  which  such  vessels  may  arrive,  and  will  receive  o& 
board  one  or  more  govenunent  employes,  to  see  that  nothing  carried  by  SMd  vessels  shall  be 
landed  during  the  transit.  If,  after  passing  through  the  canal,  the  owner  of  a  vessel  shall 
desire  to  disembark  or  sell  the  cargo  at  the  port  at  the  end  thereof,  he  shall  be  allowed  to 
discharge  the  cargo,  the  forms  of  law  being  duly  observed. 

17.  Boats  carrying  effects  for  the  use  of  the  canal,  agreeably  to  section  12,  may  enter 
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freely  any  point  of  the  territory  designated  in  the  first  part  of  this  article  when  the  same  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  work  on  the  canal  or  its  commencement,  although  there  may  be  no  cus* 
tiim-honse  at  such  point.  And  to  prevent  fraud,  previous  notice  shall  be  g^ven  to  the  proper 
custom-house  of  the  port  to  which  such  vessels  are  bound. 

18.  Daring  the  existence  of  the  grant,  the  grantee  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  to  establish 
the  tariff  of  prices  for  passing  the  canal,  the  use  of  the  landings,  warehouses,  and  wharves, 
provided  they  do  not  exceea  the  following  rates :  75  cents  per  ton  for  vessels  in  ballast,  $2 
per  ton  for  vessels  ladeo,  |^10  for  each  person,  and  one-half  of  one  per  cent  on  gold,  silver, 
and  platina,  coined  or  in  bars,  and  upon  precious  stones.  These,  prices  shall  always  be  the 
same  for  the  individuals,  vessels,  merchandise,  and  property  of  all  nations,  and  no  vessel 
shall  pass  the  canal  without  having  paid  said  prices.  Nevertheless,  all  craft  belonging  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  or  that  may  be  in  its  service  exclusively, 
shall  pass  through  the  canal  and  enter  its  ports  free  of  any  charge  by  the  company. 

19.  The  enterprise  of  the  canal  is  considered  of  public  utility. 

20.  The  Colombian  government  will  dictate  the  appropriate  regulations  to  prevent  con- 
traband trade  which  the  grant  of  this  privilege  shall  render  necessary. 

21.  The  grantee  is  authorized  to  propose  to  the  executive  power  the  regulations  which 
he  may  believe  fit  for  the  police,  use  ana  security  of  the  canal,  ports,  works,  and  establish- 
ments of  every  kind,  but  such  regulations  shall  not  be  carried  into  effect  without  the  express 
approvement  of  the  national  government,  which,  after  approving,  may  reform  or  repeal  them, 
as  it  may  think  proper,  procMding  in  all  such  cases  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  re- 
public. 

22.  In  consideration  of  the  right  to  collect  toll  the  grantee  shall  be  bound  to  transport 
with  care,  punctuality,  and  without  regard  to  nationality,  the  passengers,  animals,  mercnan- 
dise,  eoods,  and  materials  of  every  kind  that  may  be  intrusted  to  him.  The  transportation 
shall  be  made  without  any  special  abatement  of  the  tariff  of  prices  other  than  that  which  may 
accrue  to  nations  that  have  bound  theroselveB  by  public  treaties  with  the  United  States  of 
Colombia,  to  guarantee  positively  and  effectively  to  this  republic  the  rights  of  sovereignty 
and  property  on  the  isthmuses  ot  Darien  and  Panama,  and  the  adjacent  coasts,  and  the  perfect 
neutrality  of  said  isthmuses  and  their  ports,  to  the  end  that  the  transit  by  these  isthmuses  and 
the  canal  shall  never  be  interrupted,  but  it  is  expressly  understood  that  the  United  States  of 
Colombia,  Colombians  and  their  property  shall  enjoy  all  the  benefits  and  advantages  that 
any  other  nation  may  obtain  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  article. 

23.  The  grantee  shall  transport  gratuitously  m  their  vessels  the  men  in  the  service  of  the 
Union  whom  it  shall  be  necessary  to  transport  by  the  canal,  or  by  the  railroad  auxiliary 
thereto,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  public  order  or  for  foreign  security,  and  if  the  company 
shall  not  have  vessels,  those  which  shall  be  nsed  for  this  purpose  shall  be  exempt  from  the 
payment  of  tolls  or  taxes  of  any  kind  whatever. 

24.  The  grantee  shall  be  bound  to  'transport  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  canal  or 
railroad  all  the  mail  matter  of  the  republic  or  that  may  come  from  foreign  countries,  receiv- 
ing for  this  service  one-third  of  the  sums  which  may  be  collected  for  receiving,  carrving,  and 
delivering  said  mail  matter,  agreeably  to  the  contracts  which  the  company  may  make  for  the 
purpose,  with  the  approbation  of  the  government.  The  other  two-thirds  shall  belong  to  the 
United  States  of  Colombia. 

25.  The  grantee  shall  be  obliged  to  execute  at  his  own  expense,  risk,  and  danger,  all  the 
works  necessary  for  the  establishment  and  construction  of  the  canal  between  the  two  oceans 
by  the  route  which  he  may  select  in  any  part  of  the  Colombian  territory. 

26.  The  grantee  shall  pay  to  the  government  of  Colombia,  for  the  first  twenty- five  years, 
eight  per  cent,  of  the  net  profits  of  the  enterprise,  without  making  any  deduction  from  the 
earnings  for  the  interest  on  the  capital  invested  in  the  work,  nor  of  any  sum  which  may  be 
destinM  as  a  sinking  or  reserved  fund.  And  for  the  adjustment  of  said  per  cent,  the  govern- 
ment will  see,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  shareholders  in  the  enterprise,  to  the  liquidation  of 
its  accounts  according  to  the  by-laws  of  the  company,  and  of  whicn  accounts,  the  cost  of  the 
undertaking,  its  books  and  papers,  such  agents  as  the  government  may  name  shall  have 
power  to  take  possession,  and  to  make  such  observations  and  demands  as  may  be  just,  like 
UDV  other  shareholder,  but  he  shall  not  have  the  right  to  intervene  in  the  management  of  the 
afifairs  of  the  enterprise.  The  payment  of  this  percentage  shall  be  made  annually  where  the 
executive  power  may  designate.  The  grantee  shall  guarantee  this  percentage  shall  not  be  less 
than  $600,000  annually,  so  that  $600,000  shall  be  the  minimum  which  the  government  will 
receive  in  any  event. 

27.  At  the  expiration  of  the  grant,  the  canal  wharves,  warehouses  of  deposit,  edifices,  and 
works  of  the  enterprise  at  the  end  and  along  the  route  of  the  canal  or  in  anywise  connected 
with  the  canal  or  its  management  shall  become  the  propertv  of  and  be  delivered  to  the  repub- 
lic with  the  railroad  that  may  be  constructed  in  aid  thereof,  and  its  appurtenances.  In  this 
purpose,  after  the  completion  of  the  work,  the  grantee  shall  make  at  his  own  expenses,  in 
conjunction  with  the  agents  of  the  government,  a  descriptive  inventory  of  the  canal  edifices 
and  works  connected  with  it,  and  of  everything  of  value  to  be  delivered  to  the  republic.  The 
rrantee  shall  also  make  a  like  statement  of  all  the  works  of  a  like  nature  which  he  shall  make 
daring  the  existence  of  the  grant. 

28.  An  exact  duplicate,  duly  authenticated,  of  the  documents  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
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mrtide,  shall  be  delivered  bj  the  grantee  in  tbe  department  of  tbe  government  to-  which  Hib 
branch  of  public  works  maj  belong,  that  it  may  be  deposited  in  tbe  national  archives  for 
whatever  use  maj  be  necessary  during  the  existence  of  the  grant  or  after  its  expiration. 

29.  The  grantee  shall  be  obliged  to  make,  one  year  before  the  expiration  of  tne  privil^^ 
notice  being  given  to  the  agents  of  the  government  to  be  named  for  the  ourpoee,  an  appraise- 
ment and  description  of  the  works  which  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  repuolic,  and  deposit  tbe 
same  in  snch  omce  as  the  executive  power  may  designate,  for  use  at  the  delivery  of  the  canal 
and  appurtenances  to  tbe  government 

30.  The  grantee  shall  give  security  for  the  performance  of  the  obligations  in  which  he 
may  bind  himself,  by  depdBiting  $l-50,000  in  Americai>  dollars  in  Bogota,  London,  or  New 
York,  as  the  executive  power  of  the  republic  may  direct,  as  follows :  ^,000  ynmediately  on 
the  approval  of  the  contract  by  the  executive  power,  and  the  remaining  $90,000  within  three 
montns  thereafter  at  the  rate  of  $30,000  a  month.  Said  deposit  will  not  carry  interest  without 
interest  on  account  of  the  dividends  of  the  republic  arising  from  the  proceeds  of  the  canal. 

31.  The  grantee  shall  not  sell,  assign,  or  transfer  this  grant  in  any  manner,  to  any 
foreign  nation  or  government,  nor  apply  in  any  case  to  any  foreign  power  to  intervene  in 
any  differences  that  may  arise  with  respect  to  the  same  or  to  the  woras  which  may  be  con- 
stnicted  under  it,  but  said  differences  snail  always  be  decided  by  the  judges  and  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  republic.  And  in  no  case  shall  any  right,  immunity  or  exemption  he 
claimed  not  expressly  recognissed  in  this  grant. 

32.  In  case  the  canal  shall  pass  through  any  territory  embraced  by  the  privilege  conceded 
to  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  by  the  contract  of  April  16,  1850,  the  grantee  shall  be  at 
the  expense  of  obtaining  the  assent  of  said  company  to  the  construction  of  the  canal. 

33.  The  grantee  shall  bind  himself  to  organize  a  company  for  the  excavation  of  the  caoaU 
and  to  reserve  one-tenth  of  the  shares  for  Colombia  capitalists  who  may  wish  to  take  part  in 
the  enterprise  by  not  disposing  of  them  until  the  end  of  six  months  after  the  organization  ef 
the  company.  Everything  stipulated  in  this  contract  is  to  be  understood  as  accepted  by  the 
company. 

34.  This  grant  shall  be  forfeited  in  the  following  cases : 

1.  If  the  grantee  shall  fail  to  make  the  deposit  named  in  section  30  to  the  satisfaction  o£ 
the  executive  power  of  the  republic ;  2.  If  the  route  of  the  canal  be  not  explored  and  fixed 
within  eighteen  mouths ;  3.  If  the  work  shall  not  be  commenced  in  due  form  within  the  two 
first  years  of  the  ten  given  for  the  construction  of  the  canal ;  4.  If  the  canal  be  not  completad 
at  the  expiration  of  Uie  time  fixed  in  section  3  for  its  construction ;  5.  If  the  company  ah^ 
attempt  to  sell  the  grant  to  a  foreign  nation ;  6.  If  the  company  shall  co-operate  in  any 
rebellion  against  the  government  of  the  republic,  intended  to  overthrow  its  dominion  over  Um 
territory  through  which  tbe  canal  may  pass ;  and  7.  When  the  transit  of  the  canal  shall  be 
suspended  for  more  than  six  months,  save  in  cases  of  inevitable  accidents  as  defined  by  the 
ordinary  laws. 

(This  expression,  'Meyes  comunes  "  in  the  original,  sqows  that  the  bill  was  drawn  by  an 
English  lawyer,  and  should  no  doubt  be  translated  **  according  to  the  common  law.**  iSmn 
is  no  such  expression  in  the  legal  parlance  of  this  country,  or  any  other  country  in  which 
the  Roman  civil  law  is  the  basis  of  its  jurisprudence  and  legislation. — ^Translator.  ) 

35.  In  the  first  case' of  forfeiture  mentioned  in  section  34,  the  forfeiture  shall  be  declared  by 
the  executive  power  immediately  on  the  expiration  of  the  time  fixed  for  the  deposit  of  either 
of  the  stipulated  sums.  In  cases  2  and  3  named  in  said  section,  the  executive  power  shall 
also  declare  the  forfeiture  if  the  route  shall  not  be  explored  and  located  as  stipulated,  or  if  it 
shall  appear  by  credible  documentary  evidence  that  no  labor  has  been  begun  on  the  canal 
within  tne  period  fixed  by  said  section  ;  but  if  any  labor  shall  have  been  performed,  so  Uiat 
there  is  cause  to  doubt  whether  the  company  may  have  incurred  or  not  the  forfeitoie  named 
in  the  3d  case  provided  fur,  the  judiciary  shall  determine  the  matter. 

36.  In  cases  4,  5,  6  and  7,  of  section  34,  the  judiciary  of  the  Colombian  Union  shall  decide 
the  questions  of  forfeiture. 

37.  In  case  of  a  declaration  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  gprant  or  privilege,  for  any  case  the  \ou 
to  the  company  shall  accrue  in  favor  of  the  republic ;  first,  the  sums  pledged  as  security  ac- 

.  cording  to  the  requirements  of  section  30 ;  second,  all  the  unappropriated  lands  granted  to  the 
company  by  sections  5  and  6,  which  lands  in  the  condition  in  which  they  may  be  at  the  time, 
shall  revert  to  the  republic;  third,  all  the  works,  edifices,  and  improvements  which  shall  have 
been  made  by  the  company  in  their  then  state,  and  the  materials  which  shall  have  been  prepared 
for  any  of  the  works  on  the  canal  or  its  appurtenances.  The  republic  will  make  no  indemnity 
for  the  edifices,  works,  improvements,  and  materials  which  may  pass  from  the  company  to  tbe 
government  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

38.  The  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  and  the  company  that  may  secure 
the  privilege  shall  be  mutually  bound  to  take  the  necessary  steps  with  the  governments  of 
England,  raissia,  Holland,  France,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  to  induce  them  to 
guarantee  positively  the  neutrality  of  the  canal  and  sovereignty  of  the  republic  over  tbe 
territory  through  which  the  canal  may  be  constructed,  the  isthmuses  of  Panama  and  Daxiea 
and  the  adjacent  coasts. 

39.  The  diplomatic  or  consular  agent  of  the  republic  resident  in  the  domicile  of  the  compaay 
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sball  be  a  member  tx  officio  of  tbe  directire  council  thereof,  with  all  the  prerogatives  which 
the  other  members  mav  enjoy  by  the  by-laws  of  the  company. 

40.  The  company  snail  bear,  as  general  expenses  of  the  enterprise,  those  which  may  be 
necessary  to  maintain  the  public  force  which  may  be  judged  necessary  to  preserve  security 
to  the  interoceanic  transit. 

Art.  3.  The  executive  power  is  authorized  to  demand  as  a  condition  of  granting  said  priv- 
iles^  that  the  grantees  oblige  themselves  to  enter  into  contract  with  the  founders  and  partner 
SDd  inspector  general  of  the  Buenaventura  wheel-road,  now  in  process  of  construction,  to 
convert  it  into  a  railroad  from  the  port  of  Buenaventura  to  the  j>oint  on  the  river  Cauca 
near  Cali,  by  receiving  the  work  now  being  executed  and  the  available  funds.  The  com- 
pany shall  grant  to  the  national  government,  to  that  of  the  State  of  Cauca,  and  to  the  indi- 
vidual shareholders,  shares  in  the  new  enterprise  equal  in  amount  to  the  sums  paid  by  them 
respectively  to  the  said  Buenaventura  Roaa  Company. 

Art.  4.  The  contract  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  ardcle  shall  be  a  simple  transfer  of  the 
Banaventura  road  privilege  without  imposing  any  burden  on  the  national  treasury. 

Art.  5.  If  the  privilege  shall  not  be  adjudged  to  Mr.  Henry  Duesbury,  or  to  the  company 
of  which  he  is  or  may  become  a  member,  the  executive  power  shall  immediately  order  the 
return  of  the  $120,000  received  by  the  government  of  the  republic  in  consequence  of  the 
agreement  for  the  excavation  of  a  canal  celebrated  on  the  25th  of  January  last  between  the 
agent  of  said  Duesbury  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 

Art.  6.  The  executive  power  will  cause  this  law  and  a  project  of  a  contract  to  be  published 
in  the  most  notable  perioaicals  of  Earope  and  North.  America,  and  will  fix  a  prudent  time  for 
receiving  proposals  by  a  commissioner  to  be  named  in  London,  or  other  place  which  he  may 
deem  most  appropriate,  and  accept  the  most  advantageous  offer,  which  the  executive  power  of 
itself  will  approve  finally:  proviaed  always,  that  the  stipulations  of  the  contract  be  in  accord- 
ance with  tnis  law ;  and  if  they  be  not,  the  approval  of  the  congress  shall  be  necessary  to  the 
validity  of  such  contract. 


Done  in  Bogota,  June  27,  1866. 


Let  this  be  published  and  executed. 

Francisco  Aoudelo, 

Secretarif  of  Finanu  and  Public  Works, 


SANTOS  ACOSTA, 

Presidemt  of  the  Senate  of  Plenipotentiaries, 
ANIBAL  GAUNDO, 

President  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
AUBELIANO  GONZALES, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate  of  Plenipotentiaries, 
FBANCISCO  V.  DE  LA  ESPRIELLA, 

Secretary  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Bogota,  June  27,  1866. 

T.  C.  DE  MOSQUERA, 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  253.]  Lbgation  op  thb  United  States, 

Bogota,  July  4,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  Colombian  congress  closed  its  session  for  this  year  on  to-daj. 
The  contract  of  sale  entered  into  by  the  late  Colombian  minister  in  London, 
General  Mosquera,  now  President  of  the  republic,  with  Mr.  William  Henry  Cot- 
terill,  transferring  to  the  latter  and  his  associates  the  national  remainder  in  the 
Panama  railroad,  was  not  approved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Agreement  for  the  sale  of  the  remainder  in  the  Panama  railroad. 

^n  agreement  entered  into  this  February  6,  1866,  between  bis  excellency  Don  Tomas 
^pritno  De  Moequera,  Great  General  of  Colombia,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  near  the  court  of  St.  James,  denominated  in  this 
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writing  with  tbe  title  of  his  excellency^  of  the  one  part;  and  William  Henry  Cotierill,  gen- 
tleman, of  Throgmorton  street,  London,  of  the  other  part :  For  that  whereas  the  said  WilHsm 
Henry  Cott«rill,  in  the  name  of  his  principals,  has  proposed  to  his  excellency  to  bny,  on  the 
terms  and  under  the  conditions  hereinafter  set  forth,  the  remainder  of  said  United  States  of 
Colombia  in  the  Panama  railroad  reserved  to  them  by  the  contract  with  said  railroad  com- 
pany for  the  construction  of  a  railroad'  across  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  and  the  first  tcfm  of 
which  will  expire  in  1875,  when  by  the  terms  of  said  "contract  said  States  will  have  a  right 
to  said  railroan  and  its  appurtenances  on  the  payment  to  said  company  of  five  millions  of 
dollars;  and  whereas  his  excellency  has  agreed  to  accept  said  offer,  subject  to  its  ratification 
by  the  government  and  legislature  ot  said  United  States  of  Colombia,  the  parties  have  there- 
fore agreed  on  the  following : 

1.  The  said  William  Henry  Cotterill,  in  the  name  of  his  principals,  agrees  to  buy,  and  his 
excellency,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  agrees  to  sell  and  transfer  to  the 
said  William  Heqry  Cotterill,  or  his  assigns,  the  rights  which  said  States  have  or  may  bare 
under  said  contract  for  the  sum  of  £2,000,000,  to  be  paid  and  applied  as  follows :  the  sum  of 
£200,000  to  be  paid  to  such  person  as  the  government  shall  name  for  the  purpose,  within 
three  months  after  the  approval  and  ratification  of  this  contract  by  the  government  and  legis- 
lature of  said  States,  and  the  notification  thereof  to  the  said  William  Henry  Cotterill  in  this 
country.  The  sum  of  £800,000  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  government  of  such  person  as  it 
may  name  to  receive  the  same  in  this  country,  and  to  be  patd  at  any  time  within  six  months 
next  preceding  the  expiration  of  said  first  term,  in  1875.  And  there  maiuder  of  a  miUion  of 
pounds  sterling  shall  do  paid  by  the  said  William  Henry  Cotterill,  or  his  assig^ns,  to  the  said 
railroad  company  in  satisfaction  of  the  sum  stipulated  by  said  contract  to  be  paid  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  said  first  term  for  the  railroad  and  all  its  appurtenances. 

2.  His  excellency  hereby  binds  himself  to  assign  and  transfer  to  the  said  William  Henry 
Cotterill  and  his  assigns,  as  part  and  parcel  of  this  contract,  all  the  rights,  privileges,  bene- 
fits, and  advantages  which  the  said  States  possess  or  are  entitled  to  in  virtue  of  said  contnct, 
and  to  permit  the  said  William  Henry  Cotterill  and  his  assigns  to  exercise  them,  and  the  said 
State  and  government  hereby  bind  themselves  to  make  e&ctive  to  the  said  William  Henry 
Cotterill  and  his  assigns,  whenever  they  may  require  it,  all  the  rights,  privileges,  benefits,  and 
actions  which  the  said  government  and  States  may  be  entitled  to  against  said  company  under 
said  contract. 

3.  His  excellency,  as  part  and  parcel  of  this  contract,  binds  himself  that  said  contract  shall 
be  extended  in  favor  of  said  William  Henry  Cotterill  i|nd  his  assigns  for  the  period  of  seventy 
years  after  the  expiration  of  its  last  term,  which  will  expire  in  the  year  1904. 

4.  It  is  expressly  understood,  nevertheless,  that  in  all  cases,  the  right,  power,  and  privilege, 
without  restriction,  to  transmit  and  carry  mails  of  all  kinds  across  the  said  isthmus  ot  Panamt 
by  said  railroad,  this  right  being  reserved  to  said  States  and  their  government  nncondirionally, 
by  the  said  government  paying  for  the  transit  of  said  mails  one-third  of  what  it  may  reeeiTe 
for  said  transit. 

^.  It  is  expressly  understood  and  hereby  declared  that  this  agreement  is  subject  to  the 
condition  of  being  confirmed  by  the  said  William  Henry  Cotter ul  and  his  principals,  after 
they  shall  be  notified  of  its  ratification  by  the  government  and  le^lature  of  the  said  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  parties  to  the  agreement  have  signed  the  same  the  day  and 
year  above  written. 

Signed  by  the  said  William  H.  Cotterill,  before  Edward  W.  Gallagher,  of  32  Throgmorton 
street,  London,  employ^  of  Messrs.  Cotterill  Sc  Son. 

W.  H.  COTTERILL. 

Bogota,  Mag  22,  1866. 

A  copy : 

PBOSPERO  PEREIRA  GAMBA, 

Seeretarjf  of  HaeUnda  and  Fomentt, 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  254.]  Lkgation  of  thb  United  Statrs, 

Bogota,  July  5,  1866. 
Sir  :  Our  national  anniversary  was  celebrated  here  this  year  with  even  more 
spirit  and  enthusiasm  than  heretofore.  At  one  o'clock  the  "  Comandante  General" 
with  a  full  staflf  tendered  the  felicitations  of  the  President,  with  the  request  that 
I  should  convey  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  At  the  same 
time  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  was  fired  on  the  principal  plaza,  the  plaza  de 
Bolivar.    In  the  evening  the  military  in  the  city,  with  three  bands  of  martial 
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mnsic,  sainted  the  flag  as  it  was  being  taken  in.  Through  the  day  the  attendance 
at  the  legation  was  more  numerous  than  usual.  The  congre8^,  a^er  passing  com- 
plimentary resolutions,  adjourned  ;  and  most  of  the  members,  the  representatives 
of  foreign  nations,  members  of  the  cabinet,  the  supreme  court  in  a  body,  the 
President  of  the  State  of  Cutidinamarca  with  liis  staff  and  secretaries,  the  city 
government,  professors,  and  students  in  the  colleges  and  schools,  and  principal 
citizSns,  paid  their  respects.  The  usual  speeches  of  congratulations  were  pro- 
nounced and  answered.  The  manifestations  of  respect  and  friendship  for  our 
country  were  highly  satisfactory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A,  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 


B. 

Sefior  Acosta  to  Mr.  Burton, 

[Translation.] 

UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA— LEGISLATIVE  POWER  OP  THE  UNION— PRESIDENCY  OP  THE 
SENATE  OF  PLENIPOTENTIARIES — ^NUMBER  3. 

The  undersigned,  president  of  the  senate  of  plenipotentiaries,  has  the  honor  to  address  the 
Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  purpose 
of  transmitting  to  him  the  following  resolution  this  day  adopted  unanimouslj : 

**  The  senate  of  plenipotentiaries  records  with  satis&ction  the  memorable  4th  of  July,  the 
anniversary  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  takes  pleasure  in 
remembering  that  that  gieantic  people  reckon  among  the  most  illustrious  names  of  its  most 
distioguished  citizens  the  immortal  names  of  Washington  and  Lincoln,  who  were  the  friends 
of  hamauity  and  enemies  of  tyranny.  Let  this  be  communicated  to  the  citizen  great  general 
President  of  the  Union,  and  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Allan  A.  Burton,  the  representative  in  Colombia 
of  that  great  nation.'* 

The  undersigned  improves  this  opportunity  to  subscribe  himself  his  excellency  Mr.  Burton's 
very  attentive  servant, 

SANTOS  ACOSTA. 
Mr.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Minuter  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America^  8fe,,  ,^c.;  8fc. 


C. 

Mr*  Burton  to  Stflor  Acosta, 

Legation  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Bogota,  July  5,  J  866. 
The  nndersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  had  the  honor  to 
receive  the  attentive  note  which  the  Hon.  General  Santos  Acosta,  president  of  the  senate  of 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  was  so  obliging  as  to  address  him  on  yes- 
terday, communicating  a  resolution  of  that  august  body  of  the  same  date,  commemorative  of 
the  anniversary  of  the  independence  of  the  American  Union,  and  of  the  names  of  Washing- 
ton and  Lincoln,  the  one  its  father  and  the  other  its  saviour. 

This  spontaneous  and  eloquent  manifestation  of  friendly  regard  and  sympathy  has  inspired 
in  the  undersigned  emotions  of  profound  gratitude  that  will  be  received  by  the  government 
and  people  of  his  country,  to  whom  he  will  not  delay  to  make  it  known,  with  peculiar  sen- 
sibility and  fraternal  appreciation,  and  on  whose  part  he  prays  tooflfer  in  advance  to  the  hon- 
orable senate,  and  to  its  members  individually,  the  most  sincere  thanks. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  auspicious  occasion  to  assure  his  honor  the  president  of  the 
senate  of  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Colombian  Union  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration 
and  esteem. 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon  General  Santos  Acosta,  ' 

President  if  the  Senate  of  Plenipotentiaries,  ^c,  ^c,  9fc,  /-^  j 
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D. 

SeHor  Morro  to  Mr  Burton, 
[Translation.] 

UNITED  STATES  OP  COLOMBIA— DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR  AND  FOREIGK  RELATIOSS. 

Bogota,  /sif  4,  lft6. 

The  nndersig^ed,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  Stales  of 
Colombia^  has  the  honor  to  place  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Hon.  Allan  A.  Barton,  minister 
resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  the  senate  of  plenipotentiaries  in  ita  session  of 
to-daj  has  unanimously  approved  the  following  proposition : 

**The  senate  of  plenipotentiaries  records  with  satisfaction  the  memorable  4tb  of  Jnlj,  the 
anniversary  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  takes  pleasure  in 
remembering  that  that  gigantic  people  reckon  among  the  most  illustrious  names  oT  its  isoet 
distinguished  citizens  the  immortal  names  of  Washington  and  Lincoln,  who  were  thefriends 
of  humanity  and  enemies  of  tyranny.  Let  this  be  communicated  to  the  citizen  great  geDersI 
President  of  the  Union,  and  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Allan  A.  Burton,  the  representative  in  C(3ombia 
of  that  great  nation." 

It  affords  the  undersigned  pleasure  to  transmit  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Burton  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution, and  offering  wishes  for  the  prosperity  and  aggrandizement  of  the  American  Udiod. 
He  has  at  the  same  time  the  honor  to  renew  to  the  honorable  minister  resident  of  the  United 
States  of  America  protestations  of  the  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem  with  which  be 
subscribes  himself  the  Hon.  Mr.  Burton's  very  attentive  obedient  servant, 

M.  MORRO, 
Assistint  Secreianff  for  the  Secntarf, 

Hon.  Mr.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America^  S^e.,  ^c,  8fc. 


E. 

^  Mr.  Burton  to  Seflor  Garrido, 

Legation  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Bogota,  Jmlg  5,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  received  with  feel- 
ings of  grateful  appreciation  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  senate  of  pleni]K>tentiaiies  ot 
the  United  States  of  Colombia,  which  accompanied  the  esteemed  note  of  his  excellency  tie 
assistant  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations,  of  yesterday,  commemorative  of  the 
national  anniversary  of  the  American  Union  and  of  the  names  of  Washington  and  Lioceb, 
whose  memories,  linked  with  those  of  Bolivar,  Santander,  and  Sucre,  will  ever  be  held  ia 
sacred  veneration  by  the  peoples  of  the  Americas  and  bv  the  friends  of  humanity  everywhere. 

The  undersigned  prays  his  excellency  to  convey  to  the  honorable  senate  the  assurances  of 
the  sincere  gratitude  and  esteem  With  which  he  accepts  on  the  part  of  his  countrymen  this  higli 
tribute  of  respect  and  friendship,  and  of  their  perfect  reciprocation  of  the  sentiments  which 
inspired  it. 

-  The  undersigned  would  be  an  unfaithful  interpreter  were  he  to  forego  this  opportunity  to 
give  expression,  likewise,  to  the  peculiar  sensibility  he  has  experience  from  and  with  which 
tne  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  will  receive  the  cordial  debionstrations  of 
fraternal  sympathy  displayed  towards  them  on  yesterday  by  the  Colombian  government  and 
neople  of  this  capital,  and  hastens  to  tender  his  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  distinguished 
lonor  done  him  and  his  country  on  that  auspicious  day. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportune  occasion  to  repeat  to  his  excellency  the 
assurances  of  his  highest  consideration  ana  regard. 

ALLAN  A,  BURTON. 

His  Excellency  Senor  Josfe  M.  Rojas  Garrido, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations^  8fc.,  Sfc.^  8fc, 


n< 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Sctoard. 

No.  255.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota^  July  6»  1866. 
Sir  :  After  tlie  best  conBideration  I  was  able  to  give  the  subject,  it  appeared 
to  me  that  the  best  reply  to  be  given  to  the  note  of  the  foreign  spcxetarj  of 
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October  16th,  1865,  complaining  of  the  proceedings  of  Rear- Admiral  Pearson  at 
Panama  in  September  last,  on  the  occasion  of  the  burial  of  the  late  Consul  McKee, 
was  the  despatcl^  at  length  from  the  department,  No.  139.  I  therefore  incor- 
porated it  literally  in  my  answer,  excepting  a  few  verbal  changes  to  ad  apt  it  to 
the  purpose. 

As  I  still  continued  to  hear  of  President  Mosquera's  repeating  his  admiration 
and  friendship  for  Great  Britain,' and  of  which  I  spoke  in  my  No.  244,  with  an 
occasional  disparaging  remark  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  it  seemed 
desirable  to  ascertain  the  President's  recu  sentiments  if  possible,  before  giving  an 
answer,  and  to  withheld  it  for  th^  present,  or  at  least  the  declaration  contained 
in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  despatch  No.  139,  in  case  it  should  turn  out  that 
he  is  really  hostile  to  our  country.  Tq  this  end  I  had  a  confidential  interview 
with  a  government  official,  not  the  foreign  secretary,  but  of  much  gi-eater  influ- 
ence in  the  administration,  a  former  adviser  of  General  Mosquera  and  friend  of 
our  country,  in  which  I  said,  that  thit5  course  of  General  Mosquera  since  his 
return  from  Europe  had  given  me  no  concern  whatever  except  so  far  as  it.  might 
be  calculated  to  make  wrong  impressions  among  Colombians.  That  the  United 
States  cherished  the  most  fraternal  feelings  towards  this  (5ountry,  and  their  high- 
est interest  in  it  was  its  well  being ;  but  at  the  same  time  were  prepared  to  dis- 
pense with  the  friendship  of  any  country  which  they  could  not  have  on  terms 
of  mutual  interest  and  respect ;  and  if  General  Mosquera  was  really  sincere  in 
his  declarations  in  this  respect,  and  which  it  seemed  to  me  he  had  taken  pains 
to  repeat  on  unnecessary  occasions  and  with  unnecessary  frequency  of  late,  and 
Colombia  following  his  lead  should  choose  to  go  after  strange  gods,  the  United 
States,  although  her  natural  friend  and  ally,  could  have  no  other  interest  than  to 
conform  their  conduct  to  the  exigencies  of  an  emergency  so  unnatural,  unex- 
pected, and  unwelcome. 

He  answered  that  he  had  deeply  lamented  this  uncalled-for  and  unwise  con- 
duct of  General  Mosquera,  but  that  he  was  sure  that  it  did  not  proceed  from 
any  unkind  feelings  for  the  United  Slates  entertained  by  the  general;  that 
his  late  course  here  and  in  England  was  the  result  purely  of  the  cupidity  of  old 
age  ;  that  from  one  of  the  most  generous  and  unselfish  of  men  he  had  become 
one  of  the  most  sordid  and  avaricious ;  that  it  was  humiliating  to  know  that 
his  whole  late  proceedings  in  England  had  been  dictated  by  seltish  and  unwor- 
thy motives ;  that  he  really  believed  his  mind  was  unsettled,  and  that  the  Colom- 
bian people  would  resist  by  revolution  before  the  ruinous  and  unauthorized  con- 
tracts entiBred  into  by  the  general  in  London  should  be  imposed  upon  the  nation ; 
and  further,  that  a  revolution  would  be  the  sure  consequence  of  a  policy  on  the 
part  of  the  national  administration  which  might  justly  interrupt  the  present  good 
understanding  between  the  two  countries. 

I  believe  this  gentleman  was  correct  in  the  foregoing  opinions. 

On  the  same  day  of  this  conversation  the  British  minister  called  to  speak 
with  me  about  an  unacceptable  note  addressed  him  by  the  foreign  secretaiy.  In 
the  course  of  the  interview  he  said  that  "  Mosquera  is  putting  on  airs,  affecting 
the  ways  and  style  of  an  emperor.  He  pretends  to  be  very  much  in  love  with 
everything  British  about  this  time,  becailBe  he  wants  more  money.  Should  the 
congress  confirm  his  London  loan  contract  not  a  single  shilling  could  be  raised 
on  it.    I  am  very  much  inclined  to  believe  all  his  London  contracts  mere  shams." 

I  am  disposed  to  think  the  minister  was  sincere  in  this  statement  and  that  it 
Las  some  foundation. 

Taking  all  the  circumstances  iut^  consideration,  I  decided  to  send  in  my  reply 
containing  the  whole  of  the  despatch  No.  139,  and  I  believe  it's  acceptance  by 
the  Colombian  government  has  justified  my  decision.  See  C|  hereto  annexed. 

Two  days  after  receiving  the  acknowledgment  of  my  note,  I  called  on  the 
TVesident  and  was  flatteringly  received.  He  expressed  himself  much  gratified 
at  the  Bta^  taken  by  the  United  States,  and  requested  me  to  say  that  he  had 
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written  the  answer  to  my  note  with  his  own  hand.  He  said  he  would  Tcpri- 
mand  the  President  of  Panama  as  he  deserved.  The  interview  was  quite  satis- 
factory. 

Although  General  Mosqnera's  opponents  generally,  and  a  considerable  bud- 
ber  of  his  well-informed  friends,  have  repeatedly  asserted  to  me  that  he  is  cer- 
tainly unfriendly  to  our  country,  I  have  not  yet  felt  that  I  would  be  justified  in 
adopting  this  conclusion  ;  and  moreover,  if  he' holds  such  sentiments,  circum- 
stances are  not  favorable  to  his  allowing  them  to  influence  his  action.  Be  his 
feelings  or  purposes  what  they  may,  however,  his  late  proceedings  in  England, 
if  carried  out,  must  be  prejudicial  to  us.  In  connection  with  this  subject  I  beg 
to  refer  to  my  Nos.  249,  250,  251,  252,  and  25*3. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  of  State,   Wathington,  D.  C 


A. 

Commander  Pearson  to  Mr.  Burton, 

United  States  Flacship  Lancaster, 

HonotultL,  S.  / ,  December  30,  18K. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  commnnicAtion  of 
the  I5th  of  October  last,  relative  to  the  landing  of  troops  in  Panama.  The  troops  !aude»l 
were  a  guard  withont  ball  cartridges,  for  the  funeral  honors  of  the  late  Colonel  McKee, 
United  States  consul  at  that  place,  and  the  ship's  band  of  music  without  any  arms-what^Ter. 
As  I  have  forwarded  to  the  Kavy  Department  the  correspondence  between  the  President  uf 
Panama  and  myself  on  that  singular  and  frivolous  matter,  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to 
trouble  you  with  it  any  further. 

As  to  the  President,  Jil  Coluuje,  he  shall  always  be  respected  for  the  office  he  holds,  aUhoug)i 
be  has  never  extended  to  me  the  usual  courtesies  of  other  nations,  on  my  arrival  in  the  port 
of  Pauama. 

I  liave  not  heard  anything  fr6m  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relative  to  my  despatch 
stating  the  whole  of  the  transaction  to  the  department 

It  would  afford  me  much  gratification  to  see  yon  on  board  this  ship  whenever  yon  can  fiod 
time  to  visit  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  PEARSON, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral^  Commanding  U.  S.  Pacific  Squadron. 
His  Excellency  Allan  A.  BmTON, 

United  States  Minister  Resident,  Bogota. 


B. 

Mr,  Burton  to  SeHor  Garrido 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bogota,  Jume  22,  ]d6& 

The  nndersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  fTnited  States  of  America,  being  instructed  as  to 
the  views  of  his  government  concerning  the  matters  treated  of  in  the  communication  addressed 
him  by  his  excellency  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreigrn  relations  of  the  United  States 
of  Colombia,  under  date  of  October  16,  J 865,  touching  certain 'proceedings  at  Paoama  in 
the  month  of  September  of  that  year,  by  Rear- Admiral  G.  F.  Pearson,  on  the  ocxrasion  of  the 
burial  of  Alexander  R.  McKee,  esquire,  late  United  States  consul  in  that  city,  has  now  the 
honor  to  reply  to  the  observations  which- his  excellency  was  then  pleased  to  make.  Id  pro- 
ceeding  to  do  so,  it  may  be  useful  to  recur  briefly  to  the  facts  connected  with  the  occaskm 
referred  to,  as  presented  in  the  note  of  his  excellency  and  its  accompanying  papers. 

Alexander  R.  McKee,  esquire,  late  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Panama,  departed  this 
life  on  or  about  the  1st  of  September  last.  His  death  appears  to  have  been  profbondlT 
lamented  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  at  that  place,  as  well  as  by  tw 
citizens  and  naval  agents  of  the  United  States  who  were  residing  there,  or  were  tm  duty  'm 
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the  Ticioity.  A  stranger  in  a  forei^  conntry,  it  was  natural  that  bis  conntrrmen  who  were 
thus  sojourning  these  should  be  moved  to  pay  to  his  remains  the  cnstomarj  duties  of  tender- 
ness and  respect. 

So  far  as  the  facts  can  be  ascertained  firom  the  papers  just  mentioned,  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  public  aufborities  of  Colombia,  or  those  of  the  State  of  Panama,  assumed  to  them- 
selves the  performance  of  any  duties  whatever  in  relation  to  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the 
deceased.  The  supposition  is  to  be  indulged  that  the  preliminary  arrangements  for  those  ob- 
sequies were  made  exclusively  by  private  and  unofficial  parties  who  had  been  acquaintances 
of  the  consul.  It  does  distinctly  appear  that  the  authorities  of  Colombia,  or  those  of  Panama, 
made  no  communication  whatever  concerning  the  occasion  to  Rear- Admiral  Pearson,  who  was 
then  on  board  of  the  ship  Lancaster  in  the  port  of  Panama,  and  in  command  of  the  United 
States  squadron  on  the  Pacific. 

The  funeral  was  appointed  for  the  4th  of  September.  In  the  morning  of  that  day,  at  the 
hour  appointed.  Admiral  Pearson  landed  firom  his  flag-ship,  attended  by  a  small  marine  guard 
providea  with  cartridges  without  balls,  and  an  unarmed  band  of  music,  which  unarmed  band 
and  practically  unarmed  guard  were  attached  to  the  naval  service  on  board  the  flag-ship. . 
The  rear-admiraFs  object  in  landing  the  marines  was  to  pay  the  customary  naval  honors  to 
the  remains  of  the  deceased  consul.  The  admiral,  however,  had  g^ven  no  notice  to  the 
aathoritie«  at  Panama,  State  or  federal,  of  his  purpose  or  desire  to  pay  those  honors  in  that 
fonn.  The  obsequies  proceeded ;  the  naval  honors  were  paid  by  the  admiral,  together  with 
the  marines  and  band,  and  all  are  understood  to  have  returned  quietly  to  the  flag-ship.  It  is 
not  alleged  that  any  disorder  or  disturbance  occurred,  or  any  offence  was  committed,  or  that 
there  was  menace  otherwise  than  what  was  constituted  by  the  fact  of  the  landing  of  these 
naval  mourners  on  the  shores  without  permission  previously  given  by  the  national  or  State 
aathorities  at  Panama. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts,  the  President  of  the  State  of  Panama,  one  of  the  constituent  States 
of  the  republic  of  Colombia,  on  the  6th -of  September  addressed  a  note  to  Rear- Admiral 
Pearson.  In  that  note  the  President  of  Panama  stated,  that  on  the  day  of  the  funeral  he, 
(the  President,)  with  the  other  public  superior  functionaries,  national  and  State,  residing  in 
the  city  of  Panama,  were  prepared  to  attend  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  late  consul,  whose 
death  was  so  justly  deplored,  when  the  President  perceived  that  a  party  of  armed  people 
helonging  to  the  United  States  marine  had  disembarked,  together  with  a  band  of  music,  to  do 
honor  to  the  civil  and  military  rank  of  Mr.  McKee.  This  discovery,  the  President  said,  placed 
him  under  the  painful  necessity  of  declining,  and  causing  the  other  authorities  to  decline,- 
attending  the  obsequies,  because  no  permission  for  such  disembarcation  had  been  asked  of 
him,  he  being  the  first  authority  in  the  State  of  Panama.  The  President  in  his  note  alleged 
that  it  would  have  been  very  natural  for  him  to  have  granted  such  permission,  especiallv  in 
consideiation  of  the  fact  that  neither  the  national  nor  State  authorities  in  Panama  had  there 
any  band  of  martial  music,  nor  any  body  of  troops  to  contribute  in  giving  new  gravity  to  the 
ceremony. 

The  President  then  argued  that  the  disembarcation  of  the  marines  with  a  musical  band, 
without  permission  being  first  solicited,  might  be  understood  unfavorably  if  it  should  pass 
nnnoticea ;  that  his  silence  on  the  occasion  might  be  taken  as  an  agreement,  thereafter,  for 
neglecting  the  correct  usages  of  the  law  of  nations. 

Having  made  the  explanation,  the  President  closed  with  saying  that  he  expected,  therefore, 
that  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  to  disembark  armed  naval  forces  in  future,  it  would  not 
be  done  without  the  consent  of  the  authority  at  Panama,  which  represented  the  sovereignty 
and  Independence  of  the  nation.  • 

Rear-Admiral  Pearson  replied  to  the  President  on  the  8th  of  September  to  the  effect  follow- 
ing, viz :  After  reciting  the  facts  in  the  case,  the  rear-admiral  said  that  he  i-ogretted  that  the 
President  had  not  attended  the  fuueral  services  of  a  consul  so  much  beloved ;  that  he  could 
do  no  less  than  to  express  also  the  impressions  which  had  been  made  on  his  mind  by  the 
President's  statement  of  his  objections  to  the  presence  of  the  marine  guard  and  the  marine 
hand  at  the  funeral  ceremony. 

The  admiral  having  adverted  to  the  facts  that  the  marine  guard  were  furnished  with  car- 
tridges only,  without  balls ;  that  the  band  of  music  was  unarmed ;  that  their  only  object  was 
to  honor  the  remains  of  the  consul,  then  took  notice  of  the  complaint  of  the  President  that 
the  disambarcation  was  contrary  to  the  rights  of  nations. 

The  admiral  said  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  armed  troops  should  never  put  foot  on  the 
territory  of  a  friendly  government  without  special  permission  from  its  chief;  but  in  the  present 
case  he  added:  **A1I  the  city  was  mourning  the  loss  of  a  friend,  and  it  never  occurred  to  me 
that  anything  I  might  do  in  honor  of  his  memory  would  be  taken  in  any  other  sense  than 
joiumg  in  the  general  grief  of  all,  including  the  President,  and  the  other  employ^  of  the 
government."  **  Besides,"  continued  the  admiral,  **  at  the  time  the  city  was  overhung  with  a 
cloud  of  sadness,  which  prevented  lending  atteution  to  little  forms,  no  one  thinking  of  any- 
thing but  in  contributing  to  the  deceased,  the  much  loved  Colonel  McKee,  the  melancholy 
homage,  whose  remains  were  to  be  immediately  buried.'* 

Passing  from  that  point,  as  it  would  seem  to  the  conclusion  of  the  President's  letter,  the 
admiral  said:  **I  will  here  take  the  liberty  to  assure  your  excellency  that,  in  conformity 
with  my  orders  to  the  squadron  of  my  command,  armed  troops  will  land  immediately  wheu- 
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ever  it  is  necessary  to  fulfil  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  CoIoib* 
bia  and  the  United  States  of  Amenca,  and  especially  when  the  railroad  and  its  passengers  are 
in  danger." 

'^You  inform  me,**  the  admiral  continues,  "that  for  the  future  70a  hope  when  it  nMjhe 
necessary  to  land  armed  troops,  it  will  not  be  done  without  the  consent  of  your  excellency. 
There  is  not  the  least  objection  to  asking  this  permission ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give 
you  notice  that  in  case  of  alarm  the  required  force  of  the  squadron  for  an  imn^diate  service 
would  probably  be  detained  from  arriving  in  Panama  at  least  two  hours,  waiting'  to  ccmuDo- 
nicate  with  the  city  and  receive  permission  from  your  excellency.  In  consideration  of  the 
conditions  of  the  treaty,  it  is  believed  that  armed  troops  may  be  landed  at  any  moment ;  and 
our  late  consul  and  others  anxiously  desiring  it,  I  have  ordered  the  marine  troops  to  land  when 
there  was  any  danger,  to  protect  the  consulate  and  the  naval  depot,  without  permission  from 
the  authorities,  and  I  am  disposed  to  do  the  same  again,  convinced  that  snch  conduct  will 
not  only  be  agreeable  to  the  consul  and  naval  storekeeper,  but  also  to  the  President  of  the 
State,  since  it  will  contribute  to  the  promotion  of  good  order." 

The  admiral  concludes  with  saying  to  the  President:  **Dp  not  think  for  a  moment,  how- 
ever, that  I  dispute  your  legitimate  right  to  wish  that  permission  be  asked,  by  means  of  an 
officer,  to  disembark  armed  troops  in  time  of  necessity,  or  to  do  the  customary  funeral  honors 
at  the  death  of  an  employ^  of  the  United  States,  or  to  land  a  band  of  unarmed  mutietans. 
All  this,  besides  being  your  lawful  duty,  it  would.give  me  pleasure  to  cany  out,  by  meana  of 
an  order  to  the  commanders.  I  shall  also  remit  to  the  gt)yemment  of  the  United  states  & 
copy  of  vour  communication,  and  a  copy  of  my  answer,  to  the  end  that  if  at  any  time  the 
force  under  my  command  shall  be  delayed,  in  case  of  any  emere^iey,  in  consequence  of  my 
awaiting  your  consent  to  the  disembarcation,  it  may  not  be  attributable  to  mo.*' 

Having  now  set  forth  the  material  facts  of  the  correspondence  which  took  place  in  Septent- 
ber  lust  ^tween  the  President  of  Panama  and  the  acting  rear-admiral  of  the  United  States, 
concerning  the  occurrence  referred  to,  it  is  proper,  in  the  next  place,  to  allude  to  the  leore- 
sentations  which  that  correspondence  elicited  from  his  excellency  Senor  Santiago  Perez,  tben 
secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  republic  of  the  United  States  c^  Colombia. 

In  his  excellency *s  communication  of  the  16th  of  October  last,  already  referred  to,  the 
secretary  wrote  in  effect  these  words :  **The  neutrality  of  the  isthmus,  or  of  the  soverdgmy 
of  New  Granada  (now  the  United  States  of  Colombia)  over  it,  guaranteed  by  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  in  the  thirty-fifth  article  of  the  treaty  ot  1846,  are  rights  pertaining  t« 
Colombia — rights  the  effectiveness  of  which  it  belongs  to  her  to  demand  at  uie  time  and  under 
the  circumstances  which  may  be  convenient  to  her  and  e<jultable.  But  that  guarantee  of  the 
neutrality  of  the  isthmus,  and  its  sovereignty  to  Colombia,  does  not  oblige  her  to  sobmit  to 
the  measures  which  the  United  States  ot  North  America,  or  any  agent  of  theirs,  noay  pretend 
to  impose  on  her  in  derogation  of  the  national  dignity,  and  not  oiuy  without  the  rcqaiiement 
of  the  local  authorities,  but  in  spite  of  them." 

The  secretary  proceeded  to  write  further,  to  the  effect  that  **the  local  authorities  of  tlK 
State  of  Panama,  or  as  agents  of  the  national  government,  respectively,  in  virtue  of  Uieir 
powers,  and  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties,  have  to  maintain  on  the  isthmus  the  public 
security,  and  the  gfuarantees  due  its  inhabitants  and  nersons  who  may  be  transiently  there. 
In  the  discharge  of  their  duties  said  authorities  would  employ  the  means  at  their  commaiid, 
and  require  such  assistance  as  they  may  find  necessary,  and  to  which  they  may  be  entitled, 
provided  it  can  be  so  given  as  stipulated." 

The  secretary  continued  his  argument  in  substance  in  these  words : 

'* Otherwise,  assistance  would  not  be  assistance,  and  the  employment  of  a  foreign  force, 
although  under  alleged  necessity  or  convenience,  would  be  rather  to  have  it  imposed  than 
asked ;  an  act  inadmissible  by  the  legitimate  authorities  of  that  territory,  and  unacceptable 
according  to  the  most  primitive  notious  of  public  law." 

The  secretary  proceeded  to  write  further,  as  follows : 

"Agreeably  to  the  said  35th  article,  said  guarantee  is  expressly  declared  to  be  an  espedal 
compensation  for  favors  acquired  by  the  United  States  of  North  America  in  that  State.  The 
guarantee  is,  therefore,  not  a  right  pertaining  to  them,  but  an  obligarion,  a  service  contracted 
by  them — a  service,  it  is  true,  which  redounds  to  their  interest,  but  which  cannot  take  the 
character  of  a  power  or  jurisdiction.  But  by  giving  to  said  guarantee  the  interpretatkm  im- 
plied in  the  pretensions  of  Rear-Admiral  Pearson  would  be  to  convert  it  into  an  additional 
fttvor  to  the  United  States  of  America — a  favor  which  would  require  on  the  part  of  Cokxnbia 
the  abdication  of  her  dignity.  The  propriety  of  opportunely  appealing  to  the  ueeeesary 
measures  to  preserve  in  all  cases  security  on  the  istlimus  must  be  decided  by  the  power 
intrusted  with  its  preservation — a  power  which  represents  the  national  sovereignty,  and  at  the 
order  of  which,  within  the  respective  limits,  agents  are  to  be  maintained  whose  duty  it  is  te 
lend  effective  assistance. 

**  AVho  has  borne  the  responsibility  arising  from  a  want  of  order  or  security  on  the  is&nnis 
when  disorders  have  occurred  7  The  use,  therefore,  of  the  forces  the  United  Stales  of  North 
America  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  the  maintenance  of  the  sovereignty  of  Colombia  on 
the  isthmus  has  to  be  determined  by  the  Colombian  authorities  themselves,  and  not  by  th« 
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dii6&  of  those  forces,  whatever  may  be  the  apparent  inconyenience  in  any  case  to  the  latter, 
inconveniences  to  be  foreseen  and  removed  bj  him  who  is  responsible  for  the  disturbances. 

**Sach  is  the  understanding  and  the  grounds  taken  bj  the  Colombian  government  with 
respect  to  the  part  in  question  of  the  treaty  with  the  United  States  of  North  America.  It  is 
sore  that  such  is  the  understanding  and  vie>vs  maintained  by  the  minister  resident,  whom 
the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  address,  and  to  request  of  him  an  express  opinion  on  the 
point.  The  way  of  transit  across  the  isthmus  shall  be  opened  to  the  citizens  and  government 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America  agreeably  to  said  article  35,  but  neither  this  nor  any 
other  article  of  the  treaty  implies  the  right  to  disembark  troops  in  that  territory  without  pre- 
vious notice,  and  then  subject  to  the  conditions  of  the  treaty.  Much  less  doe^  it  imply  the 
right  to  disembark  North  American  forces  in  order  that  they  may  go  through  exercises  on 
Colombian  territory  or  occupy  it  in  organized  bodies  or  regiments  in  any  operation  whatever. 
The  right  to  disembark  and  of  transit  will  always  be  subject  to  the  compact  between  the  two 
nations,  and  in  cases  of  resistance,  to  the  judgment  and  demand  of  the  local  authorities,  who 
in  this  particular  act  as  the  agents  of  the  national  government 

**  In  this  sense,  instructions  have  been  given  to  the  government  of  the  State  of  Panama, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  minister  resident  of  North  America,  finding  all  the  foregoing  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  existing  treaty,  and  with  the  well  understood  interests  of  both  countries, 
he  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  his  orders  accordingly  to  the  agents  of  his  nation  on  the 
isthmus  that  they  may  desist  from,  and  put  an  end  to,  whatever  pretencea  they  have  mani- 
fested or  that  they  may  manifest  to  the  contrary.** 

Having  thus  recited  the  various  points  in  this  extraordinary  correspondence,  it  only  remains 
for  the  undersigned  to  communicate  the  opinion  of  his  government  concerning  the  same. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  of  opinion  that  the  entire  controversy  is  uncalled 
for  by  any  proceeding^  which  have  been  taken  by  Admiral  Pearson  or  by  any  exigency  that 
has  arisen  in  its  relations  with  the  government  of  Colombia,  and,  therefore,  that  the  discussion 
is  entirely  unnecessary. 

The  United  States  of  America  are  sincere  friends  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia.  The 
former  are  not  now  under  any  necessity  to  confess  the  obligations  or  to  claim  the  benefits 
which  result  from  that  most  interesting  relation. 

When  the  circumstances  of  the  death  of  the  late  esteemed  consul  at  Panama,  Mr.  McKee, 
are  considered,  it  does  seem  that  Admiral  Pearson  might  reasonably  have  expected,  in  view 
of  the  relations  which  he  sustained  to  both  countries,  that  the  national  State  authorities  at 
Panama  would  first  communicate  with  the  admiral  in  regard  to  that  lamented  event.  It  is, « 
bowever,  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that,  impressed  by  the  general  and  overwhelming  sense  of 
the  calamity  which  had  befallen  both  countries,  the  authorities  at  Panama  omitted  to  make 
fluch  a  communication.  In  the  absence  of  such  a  communication  it  is  admitted  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  admiral  to  address  himself  to  the  national  and  State  authorities  at  Panama, 
and  to  express  bis  desire  to  attend  the  funeral  obseqnies  of  the  deceased,  gfiving  notice  of  the 
form  of  ceremonial  which  he  had  adopted.  The  government  of  the  United  States  of  America 
regrets  his  failure  to  do  so,  though  it  thinks  criticisms  upon  that  omission  by  the  federal  and 
State  authorities  at  Panama,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  are  uncalled  for, 
and  unkind.  It  is  thought  that  when  Admiral  Pearson  appeared  on  the  wharf  attended  by 
a  detachment  of  marines,  furnished  only  with  cartridges,  and  with  the  ship's  band  of  music, 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral  of  Mr.  McKee,  it  was  the  right  of  the  President  of 
Panama,  or  other  representative  of  the  national  government  of  Colombia,  to  ask  of  the  admiral 
an  explanation  of  the  character  and  object  of  his  landing.  It  is  now  manifest  that  such 
an  explanation  as  would  have  been  entirely  sati-ifactory  could  and  would  then  have  been 
given.  It  is  exceedingly  regretted  that  it  was  not  asked.  No  complaint,  however,  is  made 
against  the  Colombian  authorities  for  omitting  to  ask  the  explanation.  On  the  other  band,  it 
is  believed  that  a  review  of  the  whole  subject  would  satisfy  the  friendly  government  of  Colom- 
bia that  the  President  of  Panama,  on  that  occasion,  took  a  jealous  attitude  which  would  have 
better  become  an  at^ent  of  a  party  holding  relations  different  and  more  unfriendly  than  those 
which  at  present  exist  between  the  United  States  of  Colombia  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

It  would  have  been  entirely  proper  for  him  to  ask  of  the  admiral  in  a  friendly  manner  an 
explanation  of  his  proceedings  in  landing  with  the  marines  and  musicians  on  the  occasion 
referred  to,  and  to  have  limited  his  demand  to  that  subject  alone.  Had  the  President  of  Panama 
thas  addressed  the  admiral,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  would  have  given  an  unobjection- 
able and  saiisfJEictory  reply. 

It  is  understood  that  the  reason  why  the  subject  was  brought  by  his  excellency  the  secre- 
tary of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  Colombia  to  the  notice  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  is  that  in  this  regard  the  repl^  which  was  given  by  the  aamiral  to  the  letter 
which  was  addressed  him  by  the  President  ot  Panama  was  unsatisfactory.  With  a  view  to 
remedy  this  impression,  it  is  cheerfully  admitted  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  admiral  in  the  first  instance,  on  that  occasion,  to  ask  leave  for  lauding 
the  marines  and  musicians,  and  having  omitted  to  perform  that  duty,  it  was  then  incumbent 
on  him  to  tender  a  satisfactory  explanation  to  the  authority.  The  President  of  Panama, 
however,  was  not  content  to  ask  merely  such  explanations  as  have  already  been  supposed ; 
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bnt,  on  the  contrary,  he  preferred  to  enter  s  protest  before  the  admhal  against  his  proceed- 
infrs,  as  if,  in  the  Fresident's  judgment,  thej  admitted  of  no  explanation. 

The  President  followed  up  that  protest  with  a  notice  to  the  admiral  to  the  effect  that  be 
(the  President)  expected  that  in  case  it  shall  be  necessary  to  disembark  armed  naval  forcM 
in  future^  it  will  not  be  done  without  the  consent  of  the  authority  in  Panama  which  repiMents 
the  sovereign  independence  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia.  The  replj  of  the  adminl  to 
this  gratuitous  announcement  made  by  the  President  of  Panama  was  unsatisfactory  and 
seems  to  have  been  construed  as  disrespectful. 

His  excellency  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  Colombia  presents  Udi 
reply  of  Adhiiral  Pearson  as  a  subject  of  complaint  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  to  be  observed  as  to  this  part  of  the  transaction,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  government 
of  the  undersigned  no  occasion. had  arisen  and  no  proceeding  had  been  taken  by  the  adminl 
which  called  ror  the  notification  thus  given  to  him  by  the  President  of  Panama.  No  neces- 
sity had  arisen  or  was  pretended  by  the  admiral  to  have  arisen,  or  to  be  about  to  arise,  for 
such  a  landing  of  armed  naval  forces  as  is  contemplated  by  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Colombia. 

llie  admiral  was  not  the  person  to  be  addressed  for  explanations  of  his  purposes,  or  of  tbe 
purposes  of  his  government,  in  vague  and  unfounded  anticipation  of  such  a  contingeDCj. 
He  was  simply  a  subordinate  of  his  government,  which  is  directly  amenable  in  law  and  cour- 
tesy to  make  such  explanations  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  as  maj 
become  due  to  that  government 

The  President  of  ranama  is  a  local  magistrate  at  that  place.  He  neither  pretends  to  have 
had  nor  could  have  had  any  authority  whatever  from  the  United  States  of  Colombia  to  de- 
m'and  explanations  from  the  government  of  tbe  United  States  of  America  in  such  a  hypothet- 
ical case  as  he  conceived,  much  less  to  demand  them  from  an  authorised  agent  of  tbe  United 
States. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  does  not  now  think  itself  bound,  on  a 
review  of  the  whole  correspondence,  to  give  explanations  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  Colombia  in  regard  to  the  form  of  proceedings  which  it  might  suppose  proper,  in 
case  the  necessity  contemplated  by  the  treaty  for  the  landing  of  the  land  or  naval  forces 
of  the  United  States  should  arise  for  guaranteeing  the  sovereignty  of  Colombia  upon  the 
route  of  the  Panama  railroad.  The  treaty  and  the  law  of  nations  must  regulate  the  action 
of  both  governments,  should  such  an  emergency  unhappily  arise.  It  is  not  to  be  treated  of 
in  advance,  because  it  is  a  mere  vague  possibility. 

A  government  cannot  justly  be  expected  to  give  explanations  and  guarantees  in  regard  to 
the  course  it  will  adopt  in  hypothetical  cases,  where  it  has  neither  itself  done,  nor  suffered 
its  agents  to  do,  any  act  wluch  implies  a  want  of  fidelity  to  its  treaties  and  other  intOTtt* 
tion^  obligations. 

For  a  government  to  give  pledges  voluntarily  that  it  wiU  not  do  what  is  forbidden  by 
those  obligations  to  do,  or  will  not  do  in  an  improper  manner  what  it  lawfully  may  do  in  a 
proper  manner,  would  be  to  admit  that  it  had  given  just  grounds  for  jealousy,  or  suspicion 
of  its  good  faith.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  prevalence  of  peace,  law,  order,  and  loyalty 
on  die  isthmus  may  be  such  as  to  render  the  stipulations  of  the  trea^  for  tbe  guarantee  to 
remain  forever  a  dead  letter.  Tbe  United  States  of  America  desire  nothing  else,  noUiinir 
better,  and  nothing  more  in  regard  to  the  States  of  Colombia  than  the  enjoyment  on  their  part 
of  complete  and  absolute  sovereignty  and  independence.  If  those  great  interests  shall  ever 
be  assailed  by  any  power  at  home  or  abroad,  tne  United  States  will  be  ready,  co-operating 
with  the  government  and  their  ally,  to  maintain  and  defend  them.  Such  co-operadoii  will  be 
in  accordance  not  merely  with  tbe  terms  of  the  treaty,  but  also  in  accordance  with  tbe 
respect  which  is  due  to  the  sovereignt^of  that  ally,  and  to  the  courtesies  which  friendship 
inspires,  and  which  are  invariably  p  racticed  between  enlightened  and  friendly  nations. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportune  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency  tbe 
assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

His  ExceHency  Senor  Jos&  M.  Rojas  Garrido, 

Secretary  of  tlte  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations. 


C. 

SeHor  Garrido  to  Mr,  Burton. 
[Translation.] 

UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA— DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR  AND  FOREIGN  RELATI05S. 

Bogota,  Jmne  29,  1886. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  o! 
Colombia,  has  the  honor  to  address  the  honorable  Allan  A.  Burton,  minister  resident  of  tbe 
United  States  of  America,  by  reason  of  the  plausible  explanations  given  by  the  governmeot 
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of  tbe  United  States  of  America  to  tbat  of  Colombia,  and  which  the  honor&ble  minister  was 
pleased  to  communicate  by  his  official  letter  of  the  22d  nstant. 

The  President  of  the  republic  has  read  with  particular  satisfaction  the  despat  chreferred  to^ 
in  which  has  been  estimated  in  its  true  light  the  occurrence  which  took  nlace  at  the  unfortu- 
nate event  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Alexander  K.  McKee,  and  the  President  or  the  soTereign  State 
of  Panama  will  therefore  be  cautioned  that  in  any  emergency  which  may  arise  on  account  of 
the  abQormal  state  of  things  which  still  exists  along  the  track  of  the  railroad  between  Aspin- 
wall  and  Panama,  growing  out  of  circumstances  not  unknown  to  the  government  of^the 
United  States,  and  the  wrong  interpretation  which  has  been  given  to  the  contract  with  the 
Panama  Railroad  Company  and  even  to  tbe  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  friendship,  com- 
merce, and  navigation  between  the  two  nations,  he  confine  himself  simply  to  reminding 
tbe  consul  of  the  United  States,  and  any  admiral  or  commodore  that  may  be  accidentally  in 
that  bay,  of  tbe  necessity  of  their  using*  their  influence  for  the  maintenance  of  good  relations 
between  the  two  republics ;  a#d  that  £e  report  to  the  national  government,  the  only  author- 
ity having  the  right  to  treat  with  foreign  governments  about  foreign  affairs. 

The  President  improves  this  opportunity  to  make  known  through  the  honorable  minister 
resident  to  the  American  government  the  satisfaction  which  he  has  had  in  hearing  of  the  con- 
duct observed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  when  during  the  late  civil  war  the 
legation  which  deemea  itself  authorised  to  represent  the  Granadian  confederation  asked  the 
intervention  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  supposing  that  the  case  had  arisen  for 
demanding  and  obtaining  it,  in  order  to  maiptain  ihe  sovereignty  of  the  nation  on  the  isth- 
mus. That  circumspect  policy  of  the  American  government,  with  the  correct  estimate  placed 
on  the  facts  which  have  led  to  this  communication,  have  .fixed  definitely  the  meaning  of  the 
treaty,  and  will  serve  as  a  point  of  departure  for  whatever  political  emergency  may  occur. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  hopes  that  the  honorable  minister  resi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  giving  account  of  this  despatch  to  his  government, 
will  be  pleased  to  make  known  to  it  the  appreciation  and  respect  with  which  he  has  received 
the  explanations  given  by  the  honorable  minister  concerning  the  particular  referred  to. 

The  undersigned  reiterates  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Burton  the  assurances  of  his  high  con- 
sideration with  which  he  has  the  honor  to  be  hi&  honor's  very  attentive  servant, 

JOSfi  M.  ROJAS  GARRIDO. 

Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America^  ^c,  ^e.,  $(c. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  256.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  July  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  As  a  last  and  only  means  of  keeping  the  government  machinery  in 
motion  for  the  present,  the  Colombian  congress  has  empowered  the  executive  to 
isstie  treasury  notes  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  administration.  In 
view  of  the  financial  history  and  condition  of  the  country,  this  step  looks  very 
much  like  the  last  one  to  national  bankruptcy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon*  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Workington,  D.  C. 


Late  upon  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes. 

The  congress  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  decrees : 

Article  1.  Tlie  executive  power  is  hereby  empowered  to  issue  treasury  notes  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  public  administration.  The  emission  of  said  notes  shall  be  gradnal,  by  pay- 
ing oat  said  notes  as  tbe  expenses  of  tbe  current  service  may  require ;  that  is,  only  in  pay- 
ment of  the  snms  which  may  be  drawn  against  tbe  fund  appropriated  for  expenses. 

Art.  2.  Such  notes  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  all  national  revenues  and  contribu, 
tions  excepting  only  impost  duties,  which  must  be  paid  in  gold  coin,  or  in  silver  money  of 
the  largest  denomination ;  without  prejudice  to  the  documents,  which,  according  to  the  laws- 
conventions,  or  existing  orders,  must  be  received  in  payment  of  impost  duties. 

Art.  3.  The  said  treasury  notes  shall,  therefore,  be  receivable  in  all  tbe  offices  of  the  Union 
as  the  real  representatives  of  lawful  money,  except  only  as  provided  in  the  preceding  article. 
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Art.  4.  In  case  of  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  the  treasnrj  notes  shall  be 
redeemed  by  giving  for  them  bank  notes  at  par. 

Art.  5.  The  ezecative  power  is  authorized  to  sell  to  the  best  bidder  at  public  anctioa  all 
the  edifices  belonging  to  the  nation,  furniture  and  chattels,  not  belonging  to  the  class  of  pro- 
perty known  as  mortmain,  which  in  his  judgment  shall  not  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
public  national  service,  and  said  treasury  notes  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for  the  same 
at  the  par  value  of  gold  and  silver  coin. 

Art.  6.  The  treasury  notes  once  returned  to  the  government  shall  be  destroyed  sod  not 

again  put  in  circulation. 

»  «.#  •  «  • 

The  remainder  of  the  law  is  unimportant ;  it  relates 'only  to  the  issue  of  the  notes. 
Approved  July  4,  186C. 

'     J.  C.  DE  MOSQUERA. 


Mr*  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  260.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota.  August  26,  1866. 
Sib  :  On  the  24tli  instant  I  performed  the  sad  duty  enjoined  by  the  circular 
from  the  department  of  June  18th,  1866,  in  regard  to  honoring  the  memory  of 
General  Lewis  Cass.  The  flags  of  the  national  and  State  government^  and  of 
the  foreign  legations  and  consulates  in  this  capital,  were  at  half  mast  through 
the  day.  The  President,  by  his  secretary  of  foreign  relations,  sent  his  expres- 
sions of  condolence  with  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
principal  State  and  national  officers  and  representatives  of  other  nations,  as  did 
some  citizens,  offered  the  same  in  person.  The  national  guard  paid  the  eustomaiy 
respect  to  the  military  rank  of  General  Cass. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sii;,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wathingtont  D.  C. 


Btr.  Burton  to  SefLor  Jnijano. 

Legation  of  the  UNrrED  States  op  America, 

Bogota,  August  22.  1886. 

It  has  been  made  the  painful  duty  of  the  undersigned  to  announce  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States  of  Colombia  that  General  Lewis  Cass,  an  eminent  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  distinguished  for  his  exalted  patriotism  and  for  his  faithful  service  in  varied 
public  trusts,  civil  and  military,  conferred  on  nim  by  his  country,  departed  this  life  on  the 
17th  of  June  last. 

In  performing  this  melancholy  duty  the  undersigned  feels  sure  of  the  sympffthieff  of 
Colombia  for  the  r>eople  of  the  United  States  in  the  loss  they  have  sustained  by  the  death 
of  their  distinguisned  fellow-citizen. 

The  undersigned  improves  tliis  sad  occasion  to  ofifer  to  his  Excellency  Seiior  ManT  de  T. 
Inijano,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  Colombia,  renewed  assurances  of  his 
distineruished  consideration. 

^  ALLAN  A.  BUETON. 

His  Excellency  Seiior  Man*l  de  T.  Inijano, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations^  ^c,  kc;  Sfc, 


B. 

S^ior  Morro  to  Mr.  Burton. 
[Translation.] 

Bogota,  Seftemher  ],  1866. 
The  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  Colombia,  has  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  attentive  communication  of  the  honorable  Allao  A.  Burton, 
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iBinister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  what  he  has  been  pleased  to  communi- 
cate officially  to  this  depaitment,  the  painful  intelligence  of  the  decease  of  the  eminent 
American  citizen,  General  Lewis  Cass,  on  the  17th  of  June  last. 

The  relations  of  cordial  friendship  which  unite  the  American  and  Colombian  Unions, 
happily  now  existing  on  a  footing  of  the  most  perfect  harmony,  have  caused  my  government, 
as  could  not  otlierwise  have  been,  to  receive  with  emotions  of  grief  the  sad  news  of  the  death 
of  that  distinguished  citizen  of  the  Union,  ever  renowned  for  nis  exalted  patriotism,  for  his 
important  services  in  various  high  public  positions,  and  for  his  loyalty  to  and  love  of  the 
Union. 

The  undersigned  ynll  conclude  this  sincere  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  his  government 
by  offering  anew  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Burton  the  assurances  of  the  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration and  esteem  with  which  he  has  the  honor  to  subscribe  himself  his  honor's  attentive, 
obsequious  servant, 

M.  MOERO. 

Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Jdinister  Reiidemi  of  the  Untied  States  of  America^  ^c,  At^.,  8^e, 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Burton, 

No.  154.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  31,  1866. 
Sf  R :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch.  No.  247,  of  the  26th 
of  last  June,  giving  the  limitations  proposed  by  the  President  of  Panama  to  the 
right  of  transit  of  the  United  States  over  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  and  giving  it 
as  your  opinion  that  the  proposed  change  has  been  ahandoned. 

The  United  States  must  be  understood  as  not  assenting  to  this  proposed 
change  in  the  orders  of  the  President  of  Panama  of  May  13th,  1865.     But  it  is, 
perhaps,  best  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  discussion  of  the  matter. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER, 
Acting  Secretary. 
Allan  A.  Bueton,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  igc. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  270.]  Legation  ok  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  September  10,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  my  No.  Ill  I  explained  the  interpretation  given  to  the  constitution 
of  Colombia,  to  the  effect  that  the  overthrow  of  a  State  government  by  armed 
force  of  its  citizens  is  not  interdicted  by  the  national  constitution,  and  that  the 
federal  government  has  no  power  to  interfere  in  such  case  so  long  as  its  authority 
is  not  attacked,  and  in  my  Nos.  142  and  197  I  reported  the  consequences  which 
had  followed  that  interpretation. 

President  Mosquera  has  recently  issued  an  order,  hereto  annexed,  (B,)  in  which 
he  takes  an  opposite  and  no  doubt  correct  view  of  the  subject,  and  declares  his 
intention  to  suppress  these  disturbances  in  future.  The  conservatives  and 
Murillo  branch  of  the  liberals  affect  to  see  cause  of  alarm  in  this,  and  to  believe 
it  a  long  stride  towards  a  dictatorship. 

In  accordance  with  this  view  of  the  President,  he  has  ordered  a  thousand 
troops  to  the  isthmus,  to  preserve  order  there,  as  he  pretends,  but  really,  as  is 
generally  supposed,  and  perhaps  correctly,  to  bring  about  indirectly  an  overthrow 
of  the  present  State  government  of  Panama,  and  to  substitute  the  parties  deposed 
in  March,  1865.     (See  my  No.  197.)     We  have  much  reason  to  regret  such  a 
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change,  as  tbe  present  government  is  the  best  that  State  has  had,  aod  the  partie« 
proposed  to  be  reinstated  by  President  Mosquera  are  hostile  to  oar  people  and 
interest?,  and  unscrupulous  and  abandoned  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington,  D.  C, 


B. 

[Translation.] 

Cireularldedmring  when  Ike  general  order  i$  eon$idered  iiaturUd, 

ujoted  states  op  colombia— national  executive  power— departafloit  of  the 
interior  and  foreign  relations— section  2,  number  5. 

Department  op  the  Goverkmcnt. 

The  Governor  s  of  the  States : 

The  executive  power  desires  to  fix  the  line  Of  conduct  to  be  pursued  in  case  of  the  dis- 
turbance of  the  general  order,  in  order  that,  the  republic  .being  now  in  peace,  his  determina- 
tion may  be  perlectly  known  beforehand. 

It  is,  therefore,  by  order  of  the  great  general  President  of  the  Union  declared : 

That  when  an  armed  faction  shall  rise  up  in  any  State,  with  the  object  of  OTertbrawing 
the  government,  by  deposing  the  legallv  constituted  authorities  of  such  State,  and  to  give  it 
a  new  organization,  the  government  of  the  republic  will  consider  the  general  order  broken, 
and  that  it  will  be  its  duty,  according  to  No.  lU,  article  66  of  the  constitution,  to  see  that  the 
general  order  be  preserved. 

In  case  a  revolutionary  movement  in  a  State  shall  not  have  in  view  the  object  just  indicated, 
the  government  of  the  republic  will  consider  it  merely  a  question  between  the  inhabitants  oi 
such  State,  and,  in  obedience  to  the  federal  institutions,  abstain  from  taking  any  part  in  such 
movement,  provided  that  the  general  order  shall  not  be  broken  by  interiering  with  or  dis- 
turbing the  national  employes  in  the  discharge  of  their  functions  ;  that  the  national  property 
or  revenues  be  not  taken  possession  of,  nor  any  act  committed  which  may  compromise  the 
republic  in  its  international  relations,  and  that  the  State  government  may  have  a  force  suffi- 
cient to  re-establbh  order  and  secure  to  individuals  the  right  guaranteed  by  article  15  of  the 
constitution. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS£  MABIA  ROJAS  GARRIDO. 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract] 

No.  271.]  Legation  of  the  United  Statks, 

Bogota,  September  11,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  annexed  correspondenee  relating  to  tlie 
alleged  wron^ul  landing  of  armed  United  States  marines  in  the  citj  of  Panama 
on  the  15th  of  July  last. 

I  have  learned  from  an  unofficial  source  that  the  affair  is  greatly  magnified 
hy  the  Colombian  government ;  that  it  originated  in  the  naval  officers  mistaking 
rockets  sent  np  in  the  city  by  the  populace  on  a  holy-day,  for  the  signs  agreed 
upon  by  the  United  States  consul,  naval  officers,  and  Panama  railroad  for  the 
landing  of  forces  to  protect  American  citizens  and  property.  To  ascertain  this 
fact  was  probably  the  object  of  the  secretary  in  attempting,  in  the  conclusion 
of  his  note  A,  to  prescribe  to  me  the  manner  in  which  I  should  proceed  in  my 
investigation  of  the  case. 

On  receiving  the  secretary's  note  I  obtained  a  formal  conference  on  the  subjeci. 
in  which  I  assured  him  that  the  case  would  be  inquu^  into,  and  such  measuies 
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taken  as  the  result  might  require.  I  took  occasion  to  say  to  him  that  while  the 
goyernment  of  the  United  States  would  be  always  ready  to  perform  its  duties  to 
other  Rations,  it  was  but  just  that  it  should  expect  the  same  from  them,  and  that 
I  was  constrained  to  say  that  Colombia  had  for  some  time  past  been  inexcusably 
at  fault  iu  this  respect  by  failing  to  hear  the  reclamations  for  wrongs  to  American 
citizens  to  which  1  had  been  calling  attention  for  the  last  three  years.  That 
unless  the  legation  in  my  charge  could  be  listened  to  in  a  spirit  of  prompt, 
friendly  justice,  it  was,  in  my  opinion,  useless  to  maintain  it  here,  and  that  I 
should  so  report  to  my  government. 

He  ackno\vledged  the  justice  of  what  I  had  said,  and  promised  that  all  should 
be  attended  to  at  the  earliest  possible  day. 

♦  ***#, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Sefior  Morro  to  Mr.  Burton, 
[Translation.] 

Bogota,  August,  1867. 
^  The  andersigned,  chief  officer  in  charge  of  the  department  of  the  interior  and  foreign  rela- 
Uoofl,  has  been  ordered  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  to  put  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  honorable  Allan  A.  Barton,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
an  act  violatory  of  the  sovereignty  of  Colombia,  committed  by  the  chief  of  the  United  States 
war  marine  stationed  in  the  bay  of  Panama.  On  the  night  of  the  I5th  of  July,  without  the 
loist  cause,  and  while  the  inhabitants  of  Panama  were  in  their  houses,  a  hundred  armed  men 
disembarked  in  the  city,  and  the  vessel  of  war  armed  with  cannons  came  to  the  gates  and 
wharves  of  the  plaza.    At  daylight  they  retired  again  to  their  vessels. 

The  American  government,  which  with  so  much  justice  and  energy  could  reprove  the 
conduct  of  Captain  McDearmid  and  the  American  consul  at  Cathagena  for  an  act  much 
less  grave  than  that  of  occupying  a  city  with  forces,  will  also  do  justice  in  this  instance  by 
disapproving  the  act  of  entering  on  the  territory  of  a  friendly  nation  and  ally  of  the  American 
Union,  for  the  maintenance  oi  the  neutrality  and  sovereignty  of  the  isthmus  of  Panama, 
where  the  violation  ha«  just'  been  committed. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  m  directing  the  undersigned  to  make  this 
communication  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Burton,  does  not  doubt  that  the  minister  will  make  the 
same  known  to  his  government,  and  that  of  Colombia  would  desire  that  the  minister  should 
ask  of  the  American  consul  in  Panama  the  particulars  and  causes  of  this  outrage  on  the 
sovereignty  of  Colombia,  and  that  they  be  transmitted  to  his  government  and  to  this  legation, 
that  the  President  may  know  the  reasons  the  chief  of  the  American  naval  forces  may  have 
had  for  his  conduct. 

The  undersigned  improves  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Burton  the 
assurances  of  the  particular  esteem  with  which  he  has  the  honor  to  subscribe  himself  his 
Teiy  attentive,  obedient  servant, 

M.  MORRO. 

Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America f  ^c,  ^c,  Sfc, 


B. 

Mr,  Burton  to  Seflor  Morro, 

Bogota,  August  22, 1866. 

The  mi  nister  resident  of  tlie  United  States  of  America  has  the  honor  to  present  h  is  compliments 
to  his  excellency  Sefior  M.  Morro,  acting  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the 
United  States  of  Colombia,  and  will  thank  his  excellency  for  a  conference  at  such  time  as 
may  be  convenient,  concerning  the  alleged  conduct  of  the  United  States  naval  commander  at 
Panama  on  the  ]5fh  of  July  last,  complained  of  in  a  note  from  the  department  dated  August, 
1^,  received  ab  this  legation  on  yesterday. 
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C. 

Seflor  Morro  to  Mr,  Burton, 

[Translation.] 

Bogota,  Augmt  22,  1866. 
Mannel  Monro,  first  officer  charged,  with  the  department  of  the  secretary  of  the  interior 
and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  is  pleased  to  salute  attentivelj  tbe 
honorable  Mr.  Allan  A.  Barton,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to 
inform  him  that  to-morrow  at  11  oVIock  he  will  be  received  with  much  pleasure  in  the  par- 
lor of  the  department  for  the  purpose  indicated  bj  the  honorable  Senor  Burton  in  his 
attentiye  yerbal  note  of  to-daj's  date. 

I 

D. 
Mr,  Burton  to  Seflor  Morro, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bogota,  August  24,  1866. 

The  undersif^ned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  'of  Am(»rica,  has  learned  mJk 
ref^t  bj  the  communication  which  his  excellency  Seiior  M.  Monro,  acting  secretary  of  the 
interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  was  pleased  to  address  him 
under  date  of  August,  1866,  that  the  Colombian  government  shoula  have  believed  that  it 
had  cause  to  complain  of  a  want  of  respect  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  republic  in  the  alleged 
landing  of  armed  marines  of  the  United  States  in  Panama  on  the  loth  of  July  last. 

The  absence  of  any  report  to  this  legation  from  the  agents  of  the  United  States  on  the 
isthmus,  concerning  the  occurrence  complained  of,  induces  the  undersigned  to  hope,  indeed 
to  believe,  that  an  inquiry  into  the  whole  facts  of  the  case,  which  he  wlU  not  fail  to  make, 
will  show  it  to  have  been  much  less  grave  in  its  character  than  his  excellency's  government 
has  been  led  to  suppose. 

Be  the  result  of  the  inquiry,  however,  what  it  may,  it  is  gratifying  to  the  undersigned  to 
know  that  the  Colombian  government  has  anticipated  with  entire  justice  the  spirit  in  which 
the  complaint  will  be  received  by  that  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  improves  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  his  excellency  the  assarances  of 
his  high  consideration. 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

His  Excellency  Senor  M.  Morro, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations,  Sfc,  Sfc,  ^c« 


E. 

iff.  Burton  to  Mr.  Little, 

No.  6.]  Legation  of  the  United  Stated, 

Bogota,  August  25,  186& 
Sir  :  I  •  enclose  for  your  information  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  communieatioo, 
addressed  me  under  date  of  August,  1866,  by  his  excellency  the  acting  secretary  of  the 
interior  and  foreign  relations  of  Colombia,  complaining  of.  certain  alleged  proceedings  by 
United  States  marines  in  Panama  on  the  l&th  of  July  last.  I  will  thank  you  to  inqnireinto 
the  facts  of  the  case  and  to  report  the  result  of  your  inquiries  to  the  Department  of  State  and 
to  this  legation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BLTtTON. 
William  B.  Little,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Panama. 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  273.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  September  13,  1S66. 
Sir  :  In  connection  with  my  Nos.  244  and  255,  I  beg  to  invite  the  carefol 
attention  of  the  department  to  the  annexed  correspondence  between  the  late 
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Colombian  minister  in  London,  now  president  of  this  republic,  and  the  British 
government,  in  relation  to  a  guarantee  hy  the  latter  of  the  neutrality  of  the 
isthmus  of  Panama,  and  the  transit  of  British  mails  over  Colombian  territory. 

I  would  call  especial  attention  to  the  decree  of  President  Mosquera  regu- 
lating the  latter  and  imposing  tonnage  duties  on  certain  vessels.  Said  papers 
will  be  found  in  El  Diario  Oficial,  Nos.  727  and  728. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  G, 


[Translation.  ] 

Decree  declaring  what  foreign  vessels  are  subject  to  the  payment  of^  tonnage  and  which  are  not 

subject  to  the  same, 

T.  C.  DE  MOSaUERA,  GREAT  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP  COLOMBIA, 

By  virtue  of  mv  constitational  powers,  and  considering,  1.  That  it  duly  appears  in  the 
executive  power  that  the  government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  has  deemed  at  an  end  the 
pofltal  connection  between  Colombia  and  Great  Britain ;  2.  That  by  that  act  the  privilege 
conceded  by  said  convention  are  also  ended  ;    I  decree : 

Article  1.  The  vessels  of  those  nations  with  which  postal  conventions  do  not  exist  will 
be  subject  to  the  payment  of  tonnage  duties  and  to  deliver  their  mail  bags  to  the  proper  post 
offices,  without  which  said  mail  bags  cannot  be  forwarded  for  their  destination. 

Art.  2.  The  vessels  of  the  Fi-ench  St.  Nazaire  line,  of  the  nations  with  which  postal 
treaties  exist  or  a  special  treaty  guaranteeing  the  isthmus,  shall  enjoy  the  privileges  granted 
by  said  treaties. 

Let  this  be  communicated  to  whom  it  may  concern. 

Given  in  Bogota  August  17,  1866. 

T.  C.  DE  MOSQUERA. 

Berkado  Espinoza, 

Secretary  of  Finance  and  Public  worlcs. 


B. 

[Translation.] 
Nott. 

UNITED  STATiSS  OP  COLOMBIA— EXECUTIVE  POWER  OP  THE  NATION— DEPARTMENT  OF 
FINANCE  AND  PUBUC  WORKS — SECTION  OF  MAIL  SERVICE— NUMBER  30. 

Bogota,  August  17,  1866. 
The  government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  having  declared  at  an  end  the  postal  convention 
of  1847,  between  New  Granada  and  Great  Britain,  the  executive  power  of  the  Union  has 
ordered  me  to  inform  you  that  as  to  the  Royal  Mail  Company  the  exemption  from  the  pay- 
ment of  tonnage  dues  and  also  the  other  privileges  granted  by  said  convention  will  cease, 
and  that  from  and  after  the  1st  of  November  next,  in  the  absence  of  a  new  understanding 
with  said  company,'  its  boats  will  have  to  pay  tonnage  dues,  and  the  mail-bags  from  and  to 
£urope  must  be  deposited  in  the  proper  post  offices  of  the  country  to  be  forwarded  to  their 
destination.  I  make  this  communication  to  you  as  a  notice  of  the  results  which  may  follow. 
I  am  your  attentive  servant, 

BERNADO  ESPINOZA. 

The  SUPERINTENDENr  OF  THE  ROYAL  BRITISH 

Mail  Company,  London, 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  275  ]  Legation  of  thr  United  States, 

Bogota,  September  15,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  delivered  to  me  on  the 
4th  instant  the  annexed  communication  relating  to  an  apprehended  uprising  on 
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the  isthmns  against  the  national  anthoritj,  and  I  started  copies  on  the  same  daj  to 
oar  consols  at  Aepinwall  and  Panama.  I  assured  the  secretary  that  the  Colom- 
hiaa  government  need  have  no  apprehensions  as  to  the  coarse  the  government 
of  the  United  States  and  its  agents  woald  parsae  in  sach  event ;  that  I  believed 
his  information  woald  prove  to  be  greatly  exaggerated,  and  that  if  any  par- 
pose  anfriendly  to  the  general  government  existed  on  the  isthmus,  the  Panama 
railroad  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

The  real  object  probably  is  to  send  national  troops  to  overthrow  the  present 
State  government  of  Panama,  and  this  alarm  feigned  as  au  excuse. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wa^htngton^  D.  C, 


A. 
Sefior  Oarrido  to  Mr,  Burton. 

[Translation.] 

Bogota,  September  3,  186^ 
The  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia,  by  order  of  his  government,  has  the  honor  to  make  known  to  the  honorable  Mr. 
Allan  A.  Barton,  minister  resident  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea,  that 
private  intelligence  worthy  of  credit  has  just  been  received  that  preparations  are  being  made 
in  the  State  of  Panama  for  an  uprising,  proclaiming  its  separation  from  the  United  Stotos  of 
Colombia,  which,  according  to  indications,  is  instigated  by  agents  of  the  Panama  nulroad 
Company,  it  being  a  notea  fact  that  that  people  do  not  aspire  to  such  a  separation.  It  is 
possible  that  in  such  an  emergency  the  insurgents  may  create  •some  conflict  against  Amer- 
icans or  their  interests,and  it  being  proper  to  provide  against  this  immediately  and  to  avoid 
the  consequences  of  a  like  scandal,  the  great  general  President  hopes  that  the  minister  wifl 
be  pleased  to  give  account  of  it  to  his  government  by  this  mail,  dictating  the  proper  meaos 
to  the  American  troops  and  to  the  citizens  of  that  republic,  as  also  to  the  agents  of  the  rail- 
road company,  to  keep  themselves  completely  free  from  the  events  indicated,  being  as  it  is, 
a  duty  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  guarantee  positively  and  effect- 
ively the  perfect  neutrality  of  the  isthmus,  and  consequently  the  rights  of  sovereignty  and 
propriety  that  the  United  States  of  Colombia  hold  and  possess  over  said  territory. 

With  sentiments  of  deep  consideration,  the  undersigned  subscribes  himself  Mr.  Bmtoa^s 
very  attentive  and  obsequious  servajit,  _ 

JOS£  M.  ROJAS  GARRIBO. 
Hon.  Mr.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

MinisUr  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America^  Ji*c„  4r^,  4r«. 


B. 

Mr.  Burton  to  Mr,  Little, 

No.  7.]  •  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

BofoU,  September  4, 1866. 
Sm :  I  enclose  for  your  information  the  accompanying  communication  addressed  me  by 
his  excellencv  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  Colombia,  in  relation  to 
an  apprehended  uprising  on  the  isthmus  against  the  national  authority,  and  delivered  this 
morning  at  11  o*clock. 

f  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
W.  B.  Little,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Panama. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burton. 

No.  155.J  Department  of  State, 

.  Washingtony  September  27,  1866. 

Sir  :  Tonr  despatch  No.  248,  of  the  29th  of  June  last,  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  an  act  of  the  Colombian  congress  defining  the  condition  of  a  foreigner,  his 
rights  and  duties,  has  been  received. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  seems  to  be  the  one  to  which  exception  might 
most  properly  be  taken.  This  declares  that  foreigners  domiciled  in  Colombia, 
although  not  naturalized,  so  that  they  are  not  merely  transient,  according  to 
international  law  and  usages,  shall  enjoy  the  same  civil  rights  and  guarantees, 
and  be  subject  to  the  same  obligations  as  to  person  and  property,  as  Colombians. 

The  general  principle  is  supposed  to  be  clear,  that  a  foreigner  who  of  his  own 
accord  settles  in  a  country,  accepts  the  conditions  and  liabilities  in  peace  and  in 
war  of  a  native  of  that  country. 

No  government  can  be  expected  to  relinquish  its  rights  of  jurisdiction  over  all 
such  persons  within  its  territory,  unless  that  relinquishment  shall  have  been  made 
by  special  compact,  such  as  the  treaties  between  Christian  States  and  those  pro- 
fessing the  Mohammedan  and  other  religions. 

If,  however,  any  question  might  arise  under  th&  second  section  of  the  act,  this 
is  answered  by  the  third,  which  says  that  foreigners  thus  domiciled  shall  never- 
theless enjoy  the  exemptions  to  which  they  may  be  entitled  by  public  treaties, 
and  the  same  which  Colom'^ians  under  the  same  circumstances  may  enjoy,  pur- 
suant to  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  country  to  which  the  foreigner  may  belong. 

The  only  treaty  between  us  and  Colombia,  bearing  upon  this  subject,  is  that 
of  1846.  According  to  the  13th  article  of  that  instrument,  the  citizens  of  the 
two  countries,  whether  transient  or  dwelliuff,  are  to  have  the  same  protection  to 
their  persons  and  property  as  the  natives  of  the  country  where  they  may  be. 
A  pledge  to  confer  the  same  privileges  in  those  respects  upon  citizens  of  the 
Uiiited  States  in  Colombia  does  not  imply  that  they  are  exempted  from  any 
liabilities  to  which  Colombians  may  be  subject. 

Supposing,  however,  (which  does  not  appear  to  be  the  fact,)  that  the  Colombian 
government  has  a  right  to  draw  a  distinction  between  our  citizens  who  are  com- 
morant  and  those  who  are  only  transiently  in  that  country,  the  act  proceeds  to 
define  the  circumstances  which  are  to  afford  a  presumption  of  the  purpose  of  a 
foreigner  to  become  domiciled.  One  of  these  is  marriage  with  a  native  and  two 
years'  continuous  residence.  The  time  and  circumstances  which  constitute  the 
legal  domicile  of  a  foreigner  have  usually  been  a  subject  of  judicial  decision,  and 
as  such  it  varies  according  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  right  of  a  government 
to  define  such  domicile  by  municipal  law  cannot  be  questioned.  Such  a  right 
can  only  be  relinquished  or  modified  by  treaty.  The  definition  by  statute  may 
seem  arbitrary,  but  if  a  foreigner  goes  to  or  stays  in  a  country  where  it  prevails 
he  cannot  reasonably  complain,  especially  if  it  should  be  impartially  executed.  Of 
course  in  this  respect  we  cannot  submit  to  any  discrimination  against  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

The  possibility  to  which  you  refer  that  the  powers  claimed  by  the  act  may  be 
abused  is  not  conceived  to  afford  a  sufficient  reason  to  deny  them.  When  such 
abuses  occur  proper  measures  will  be  taken  towards  correcting  them.  In  order 
that  the  Colonlbian  statute  referred  to  may  be  known  in  this  country,  I  have 
caused  a  translation  of  it  to  be  made. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAkD. 
Allan  A.  Burton,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  277.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  October  3,  1866. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  No.  275, 1  now  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  annexed 
papers  relating  to  the  supposed  preparations  on  the  isthmus  for  a  revolt  against 
the  national  authority,  to  which  T  then  briefly  alluded. 

Independence  has  long  been  contemplated  and  favored  by  a  considerable  part 
of  the  isthmian  people,  and  there  was  no  greater  reason  for  the  late  alarm  in 
the  national  government  than  has  existed  at  any  time  for  several  years  past 
It  is  almost  certain  that  the  cry  was  raised  a  month  ago  by  certain  ex-offidals 
here  from  Panama,  who  have  been  driven  from  that  State  for  their  crimes,  and 
who  owe  their  lives  to  the  asylum  heretofore  given  them  against  a  justly  enraged 
populace  by  our  consuls  and  naval  officers,  to  deceive  President  Mosquera  into 
sending  troops  to  the  isthmus  under  the  direction  of  the  instigators  of  the  rumor, 
who  would  not  be  slow  in  finding  a  pretext  to  make  war  on  the  Present  State 
government,  the  only  one  fit  to  be  called  a  government  which  the  State  has  had 
for  years.  I  am  much  disposed  to  believe  that  the  correspondence  was  begim 
with  me  without  the  knowledge  of  the  president,  in  order  that  these  exiles,  the 
under-secretary  for  foreign  affairs  being  one,  might  ascertain  in  advance  what 
position  the  United  States  ofiicers  at  the  isthmus  would  assume  in  case  a  body 
of  adventurers  collected  on  the  Pacific  coast  in  the  State  of  Gauca  should  invade 
Panama  in  aid  of  the  movement  to  overthrow  its  government.  The  case  treated 
of  in  my  Nos.  190  and  197  had  presented  itself  again.  In  my  No.  199  it  will 
be  seen  that  I  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  a  mistake,  according  to  the  opinion 
of  his  honor  the  Attorney  General,  as  given  me  in  despatch  from  the  departm^it 
No.  134,  as  to  the  obligations  of  the  United  States  under  the  35th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1846.  The  view  I  then  took,  and  which  has  since  been  in  efft^t  sus- 
tained by  the  department  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  despatch  to  me.  No. 
139,  dated  April  30th,  1866,  (I  have  another  of  this  number,  dated  August  5th, 
1866,)  is  the  one  always  entertained  by  this  government,  including  President 
Mosquera,  the  real  negotiator  of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  this  country,  until  1862, 
when,  as  dictator,  he  adopted  an  interpretation  better  suited  to  the  circumstanced 
then  surrounding  him.  The  interpretation  which  had  up  to  that  time  prevailed 
here  imposed  grave  duties  on  us,  and  since  being  notified  of  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney Generd  I  have  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty,  should  a  fit  opportunity  present 
itself,  to  seek  a  declaration  from  President  Mosquera's  administration  in  accord- 
ance with  the  grounds  taken  by  him  in  1862  and  the  views  of  the  Attorney 
Genera],  above  referred  to,  which,  if  successful,  would  avoid  any  doubt  that  might 
arise  in  future  as  to  the  duties  intended  to  be  imposed  by  the  treaty.  I  consid- 
ered the  note  initiating  this  correspondence  concerning  the  alleged  danger  of  an 
uprising  on  the  isthmus  an  opportune  occasion  for  the  purpose,  and  ventured  to 
call  for  the  interpretation  of  the  treaty  in  this  respect  by  the  present  adminis- 
tration. The  result  has  been  that  the  Colombian  government  declares  that  it 
does  not  feel  itself  authorized  by  the  treaty  to  require  the  aid  of  the  United 
States  for  the  suppression  of  an  insurrection,  rebellion,  or  other  disturbance  on 
the  isthmus  on  the  part  of  Colombian  citizens,  not  even  an  invasion  by  another 
Colombian  State,  unless  such  movement  be  intended  to  detach  the  State  of  Pan- 
ama from  the  Colombian  Union  and  to  annex  it  to  a  foreign  power.  This  woold 
seem  to  leave  the  isthmus  free  to  declare  itself  independent  of  the  United  States 
of  Colombia,  without  the  fear  of  the  ibrced  intervention  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  provided  such  declaration  be  not  accompanied  by  the  end  of  annei- 
ation  to  a  foreign  power.  If  such  purpose  be  not  declared  at  the  time  and  the 
isthmus  should  secure  its  independence,  which  is  admissible  under  the  eonstme- 
tion  just  adopted  by  this  government,  it  would  appear  too  late  to  then  invoke 
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tbe  help  of  the  United  States  to  subjugate  it  again  to  Colombian  rule  in  case  it 
should  afterwards  attempt  to  unite  itself  to  another  nation.  Should  this  view 
of  the  Colombian  government  become  known  to  the  people  of  Panama,  it  is  en- 
tirely safe  to  predict  a  revolutionary  movement  for  independence  at  no  very 
distant  day,  which,  unless  it  shall  be  so  indiscreetly  conducted  as  to  call  for  the 
interference  of  the  United  States,  will  very  likely  be  made  good. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


rTransiation.  j 

INDEPENDENCE  OP  THE  ISTHMUS. 

The  news  of  the  legislative  approval  of  the  contract  celehrated  in  London  by  the  present 
President  of  the  republic,  with  Mr.  Cotterill,  for  the  superintendence  and  management  of  our 
interoceanic  way,  oy  means  of  a  stipulated  pecuniary  indemnity  as  the  price  of  redemption 
and  sale  of  the  national  remainder  in  that  rich  and  most  valuable  enterprise,  the  Panama 
railroad,  has  produced  a  great  sensation  among  its  officers  and  employes. 

As  the  Mosquera-Cotterill  contract  will  soon  be^n  to  take  effect — for  it  has  already  the 
force  of  legal  sanction,  the  seal  of  written  right — the  American  company,  which  looks  upon 
it  thus,  and  which  sees  passing  from  its  hands  tbe  best  speculation  of  its  kind  in  both  worlds, 
resorts  to  new  means  in  order  to  retain  the  mercantile  supremacy  which  it  exercises  over  that 
bridpe  between  the  two  seas,  the  precious  link  which  unites  two  great  hemispheres. 

Thus  the  idea  of  the  independence  of  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  which  is  now  being  fostered 
in  that  State,  has  its  seat  and  origin  in  a  combination  of  interests  between  the  railroad  and 
tbe  local  rulers ;  the  first  on  account  of  the  near  approaching  loss  of  its  prodigous  chains,  and 
tbe  second  because,  with  the  march  of  time  and  by  the  square  of  justice,  they  see  their  politi- 
cal power  dyiiifj— a  frightful  apparition  to  men  who  live  and  have  lived  on  the  offices  as  the 
mistletoe  on  the  sap  of  the  plant. 

Passing  to  another  power,  as  will  pass,  the  management  of  the  road  for  a  long  period,  the 
business  men  who  hold  its  fat  income  in  their  hands,  well  knowing  the  high  importance  ot 
the  road  as  a  point  of  communication  between  the  most  flourishing  centres  of  wealth,  seeing 
tbe  constant  and  increasing  range  of  its  profits,  and  considering  its  future  without  the  com- 
petition of  any  other  intermarine  way,  will  not  consent  to  abandon  the  working  of  that 
nuitful  mine  without  exhausting  the  gold  of  their  coffers  in  keeping  up  a  political  move- 
ment which  shall  end  in  emancipating  the  isthmus,  and  by  this  means  secure  the  ownership 
of  this  route. 

In  order  to  show  that  these  ideas  are  not  exaggerated  we  took  the  precaution  to  lay  up  the 
views  put  forth  fifteen  years  ag^  by  a  private  French  writer,  A.  Uaussman,  in  his  work 
entitlea  *'The  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  California.'*  He  says :  **  Panama,  now  in  ruins,  will 
see  the  regeneration  and  new  prosperity  which  she  expects.  Let  a  raiiroad  across  the  isthmus 
bnttriuQiph  over  the  Nicaragua  canal  and  a  simply  good  common  road  be  constructed  between 
Chagres  and  Panama,  and  the  future  of  this  city  is  sure.  A  point  of  union  between  the  two 
Americas,  a  weak  baiTier  between  the  two  oceans,  it  is  one  of  those  places  marked  by  Provi- 
dence as  a  point  for  the  uniting  of  all  nations — a  country  predestined,  which,  like  the  isthmus 
of  Suez,  has  been  created  to  unite  peoples  by  peace  and  commerce ;  a  privileged  strip  of 
land  wbich.serves  as  a  highwav  for  the  immense  caravans  of  distinct  races  of  the  globe,  and 
which  will  much  diminish  the  distance  between  the  United  States  and  China. 

*'The  American  people  is  of  all  others  that  which  best  comprehends  the  immense  advantages 
of  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  and  which  also  looks  with  envy  on  this  country,  so  favorable  to 
its  commerce,  this  route  from  eastern  to  western  America  trying  at  the  same  time  to  conceal 
its  ambitious  views  and  pretending  to  invoke  the  neutrality  of  the  territory  over  which  the 
Nicaragua  canal  is  to  pass.  It  is  not  necessary  to  know  much  of  the  most  avaricious  race  in 
the  universe,  as  well  as  the  immense  ambition  and  pride  with  which  the  Americans  have  been 
inflated  by  the  acquisition  of  Oregon  and  their  victories  in  Mexico,  in  order  to  imagine  how 
long  they  will  permit  to  remain  in  foreign  hands  a  country  so  indispensable  to  their  power 
tndfor  their  political  and  commercial  development." 

As  the  observance  of  the  symptoms  r«veals  to  the  physician  the  nature  of  the  disease  and 
its  greater  or  less  intensity,  so  also,  and  by  a  logical  deduction,  it  is  made  to  appear  that  the' 
separation  of  that  State  from  the  others  of  the  Colombian  Union— a  separation  advocated  by 
the  permanent  organ  of  North  American  interests,  **  The  Star  and  Herald,"  on  hearing  of  the 
Approbation  of  the  Mosquera-Cotterill  contract— is  the  first  of  a  political  and  commercial 
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alliwice  between  te  raUioad  company  and  the  offieiel  cUqne  tliat  now  oppresses  die  Paoaai 
people. 

Said  company,  wlikh  sees  a  positive  and  ineyitable  danger  in  the  London  convention,  and 
the  ^yemment  of  that  State,  which  knows  well  what  it  is  and  the  elements  which  oppose  its 
stability  and  conspire  to  bring  abont  its  destniction,  belieyes  it  sees  its  anchor  of  salration  in 
independence*  even  though  after  the  birth  of  its  nationality,  attenuated  and  covered  in  rags, 
it  will  have  to  throw  itself  into  the  arms  of  the  Yankees. 

This  question  is  much  more  s^rave  than  at  first  may  appear,  regarding  it  as  an  incipient 
idea,  and  we  have  therefore  believed  it  necessary  to  bestow  some  reflections  on  iL  In  the 
interior  of  the  republic  it  is  considered  as  a  mathematical  absurdity,  because  a  part  cannot 
overcome  the  whole;  but  this  is  because  the  advantageous  topographical  situation  oC  that 
celebrated  neck  is  forgotten,  and  the  support  of  a  powerful  company  and  the  decisive  influ- 
ence of  the  North  American  government  is  not  taken  into  account. 

It  is  not  now  for  the  first  time  th^t  that  end  has  been  sought,  and  en^ancipation  inscribed 
on  the  political  banners  in  the  domestic  contests  of  the  isthmus.  Sixteen  years  ago  the  gov- 
ernor of  Panama,  Senor  Jos6  de  Obaldia,  discovered  a  clandestine  plot,  beaded  by  a  militaiy 
chief  and  the  editor  of  the  paper  published  in  English,  the  Panama  Echo,  'and  on  legal  in- 
ve.stigation  a  conspiracy  to  pronounce  against  the  authority  of  New  Granada,  towards  the  end 
of  September,  1850,  was  fully  proved. 

Twelve  years  afterwards,  when  the  republic  from  one  end  to  the  other  was  one  sad  ^icamp- 
ment,  the  political  clique  which  then  headed  the  government  of  Panama,  (the  same  as  now, 
with  few  exceptions,)  availing  itself  of  an  ambiguous  and  double  policy  adapted  to  the 
changes  of  the  strife  which  it  was  precipitating  it  into,  invoked  also  the  fallacy  of  independ- 
ence. Fortunately,  the  events  of  1H62  chang^  the  face  of  things  iu  favor  of  the  Union,  and 
a  new  order  of  things  laid  low  what  had  been  agreed  on  in  the  tumultuous  clubs  in  some 
districts,  in  which  it  was  wished  to  proclaim  **a  Hanseatic  republic,  which  should  flourish 
under  the  Shades  of  the  most  powerful  flags  of  the  earth." 

The  idea,  then,  of  these  men,  who,  aside  from  personal  interests,  have  no  care  for  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  their  country,  is  to  make  the  separation  of  the  State  a  wall  of  infamy  to 
protect  their  selfish  ends,  and  to  sustain  the  perpetual  domination  which  they  desire  over  that 
vital  part  of  Colombia.  But  that  idea,  like  every  other  principle  which  is  available  as  an 
aim  according  to  the  han^  that  may  hold  it,  and  if  in  the  pnftt  it  had  no  r^^iilt,  by  reason  of 
the  feebleness  of  the  hand  which  m  ized  it,  now  that  the  political  and  uiercautiie  iuieiests  are 
combined  it  may  shoot  up  from  tli  •  germ  into  full  development. 

The  last  encouragement  to  this  jdan  has  been  published  without  disguise  in  the  Star  and 
Herald  of  Panama,  and  the  corret^iiondent  in  that  city  of  the  Commercial,  of  Lima,  asserted 
it  as  a  thing  certain  in  the  latter  ]  art  of  Julj^  last  That  journal,  which,  as  we  have  said,  is 
the  organ  of  **  Yankeeism,"  defen^ls  the  project,  basing  it  on  the  ground  that  the  true  interests 
of  the  State  are  unheeded  by  the  government  of  the  Union,  and  3iat  it  is  necessary  to  look  u> 
the  indisputable  rights  of  that  section  of  Colombia  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  victim  of 
unmerited  wrongs.  Although  that  country  is  helpless  to  make  war,  its  exceptional  situation 
plsceS  it  in  a  position  to  segregate  itself  as  desired  by  its  evil- disposed  inhabitants,  and  to 
resist  the  measures  of  the  general  {government  for  reducing  it  to  obedience. 

There  are,  then,  three  chief  reasons  uniting  in  this  disloyal  act  so  prejudicial  to  the  nation 
against  which  it  is  aimed,  as  well  ns  to  that  which  it  is  thought  of  attempting  to  create:*  the 
necessity  of  the  United  States  to  keep  under  the  control  of  their  citizens  tne  keys  of  Panama, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  transit  free  from  ultramarine  influence ;  the  supreme  desire  of  tbs 
American  company  to  not  lose  that  work,  acquired  by  so  much  gold  and  arduous  labor,  with- 
out securing  the  luture  profits  of  the  enterprise ;  and  the  fears  of  the  present  rulers  in  that 
State  that  there  may  be  a  political  change,  or  their  inordinate  love  for  the  public  places  to 
which  they  cling  as  the  molusk  to  his  shell. 

Such  a  peril,  more  or  less  near,  must  be  stifled,  and  we  believe  this  should  be  accomplished 
by  the  presence  of  a  national  garrison,  which  will  give  security  to  the  general  commerce  of 
the  world,  and  especially  to  that  of  .the  United  States  of  Colombia,  which  garrison  ouf  ht  to 
be  paid  for  the  security  it  will  afford  to  the  road,  and  for  the  inhabitants  of  that  privileged 
region  and  those  passing  over  it,  accordmg  to  the  agreement  with  the  Panama  Railroad  Cooh 
pany,  and  which  would  extinguish,  without  delay,  the  spark  which  is  perceived,  before  the 
emancipating  conflagration  shall  darken  the  heavens  of  the  isthmus  with  its  livid  hues. 

By  an  abuse  to  which  the  administration  of  1864-5,  consented  in  an  evil  hour,  the  service 
which  ought  to  be  rendered  by  the  national  soldiery  is  performed  in  Panama  by  the  forces 
which,  since  the  9th  of  March  of  last  year,  receive  a  salary  from  that  State  for  its  own  defence; 
but  such  corruption  must  be  brought  to  an  end  in  the  prudence  which  distinguished  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  gieat  general  now  in  charge  of  the  executive  power,  as  well  as  to  avoid  a 
repetition  of  a  scandal  uke  that  of  the  memorable  i5th  of  April,  and  more  especially  to  save 
the  humiliations  which  are  felt  at  seeing  our  soil  constantly  profaned  by  the  tramp  of  foreign 
soldiers,  without  even  the  courtesy  of  asking  permission  of  the  proper  authonty.  Up  to 
*this  time  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  auy  doctrine  of  international  law  which  authorises  tbi 
like  uncivil  proceeding;  neither  has  the  nation  granted  it  in  its  public  treaties,  for  whicb 
reason  they  cannot  be  characteiized  as  offences. 

True  it  is  that  the  relations  of  the  great  republic  of  the  north  and  ours  are  kept  up  in  the 
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best  barmonj,  in  the  most  desirable  cordiality  ;  bnt  it  is  also  tme  that  so  soon  as  the  cabinet 
at  Washington  discovers  that  the  Panama  railroad  is  to  pass  to  English  speculators,  Ameri- 
can diplomacy  will  show  itself  disdainful,  tyrannical,  and  perhaps  hostile  to  Colombia. 

ThuH,  seeing  in  the  vague  horizon  of  the  future  the  complications  which  are  being  pre- 
pared by  the  movement  towards  independence,  which  is  already  initiated,  and  the  risk  which 
threatens  the  nation  of  losing  the  jewel  which  for  North  Americans  represents  a  value  of  at 
]ea*t  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  we  energetically  call  the  attention  of  the  government  to 
this  most  vital  affair.  Before  the  revolution  shall  commence,  the  federal  soldiers  should 
march  to  the  support  of  the  national  sovereignty  over  a  soil  of  so  much  present  care,  of  such 
future  benefit  to  the  loyal  sons  of  regenerated  Colombia.  It  is  necessary  that  the  government 
for  once  display  its  authority  before  its  own  citizens  and  strangers,  if  only  to  prepare  for  the 
fulfilment  of  this  contract,  which  it  is  attempted  to  render  illusory  by  sucn  unworthy  means. 


B. 

[From  El  National,  organ  of  the  Colombian  government,  September  8, 1866. — ^Translation.  ] 

CORRECTION. 

In  the  editorial  of  theElTiempo,  number  455,  entitled  '*  Independence  of  the  Isthmus,"  it  is 
said,  "the  Mosquera-Cotterill contract  will  very  soon  begin  to  take  effect,  because  it  already 
has  the  force  of  legal  sanction."  This  is  a  grave  mistake,  for  it  is  not  true  that  the  contract 
has  legal  force. 

The  Great  General  Mosquera  celebrated  in  London  on  the  6th  of  Februaiy  last,  with  Mr. 
Henry  Cotterill,  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  remainder  in  the  Panama  railroad ;  and  as  it 
could  not  be  carried  out  without  the  approval  of  congress,  the  President  of  the  Union  gave  an 
account  of  the  matter  to  that  body  in  his  message  of  the  22d  of  May  last  In  that  message, 
General  Mosquera,  the  President,  did  not  request  a  confirmation  of  the  contract,  only  as  a 
basis  for  proposals  for  better  bids  in  Europe  and  America,  he  to  be  authorized  to  close  the 
contract  finally  with  Mr.  Cotterill,  in  case  better  offers  should  not  be  made.  But  the  con- 
gress took  no  action  in  the  matter,  and  it  cannot  be  said,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Cotterill  has 
acquired  any  right  to  the  remainder  in  the  Panama  railroad. 

We  regret  that  El  Tiempo,  a  jonnial  of  .so  much  reputation,  should  have  committed  this 
mistake,  which  must  injure  its  good  name  unless  speedily  corrdcted. 


CI. 

Bogota,  September  10,  1866.      . 

The  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  has  the  honor  to  present  his  respectful  compli- 
ments to  his  excellency  Senor  Jo86  M.  Rojas  Garrido,  secretary  of  the  intenor  and  foreign 
relations  of  the  Colombian  Union,  and  will  thank  his  excellency  for  a  conference  concerning 
matters  treated  of  in  his  communication  of  the  third  instant,  at  such  time  as  may  be  conve- 
nient. 

A.  A.  BURTON. 


C2. 

Memorandum, 

September  12,  1866. 
The  minister  of  the  United  States  was  anxious  to  confer  for  a  few  minutes  with  his  excel- 
lency the  secretary  of  foreign  relations,  concerning  the  subject-matter  of  the  accompanying 
note  before  delivering  it.  It  not  being  convenient  to  honor  him  with  an  interview,  and  it 
being  important  that  he  shall  be  able  to  transmit,  by  the  next  mail,  to  his  government  the 
answer  of  that  of  Colombia,  it  is  deemed  best  to  deliver  it  in  time  for  the  Colombian  govern- 
ment  to  make  that  answer,  if  it  shall  desire  to  do  so. 

A.  A.  BURTON. 

D. 

jtfr.  Burton  to  Seflor  Oarrido. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bogota,  September  12,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  communication  which  his  excellency  Senor  Jos6  M.  Rojas 
Ganido,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  was 
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pleased  to  address  him  on  the  3d  instant,  announcing  that  the  Colombian  goyerament  hid 
theu  just  received  private  but  trustworthy  information  to  the  effect  that  an  insarrectioDaiy 
movement  aigainst  the  national  autiioritj,  instigated  by  the  agents  of  the  Panama  Eailroad 
Company,  was  being  prepared  in  Pauama,  with  the  end  ot  wresting  that  State  fironi  itaallec;!- 
ance  to  Uie  federal  government,  notwithstanding,  as  is  stated,  the  well  known  loyalty  of  its 
inhabitants.  The  fear  is  expressed  that  in  such  event  the  insurgents  might  come  in  conflict . 
with  American  citizens  and  interests,  and  that  to  guard  against  any  occurrence  of  the  kind, 
the  grand  general  President  had  ordered  his  excellency  to  request  the  undersigned  to  advise 
his  government  of  said  apprehended  insurrection,  and  also  to  direct  the  troops  and  dtiaens 
of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  agents  of  the  Panama  railroad,  to  carefoliy  abetain  from 
interference  or  participation  in  the  sauie,  for  the  reason,  as  his  excellency  is  pleased  to  stale, 
that  the  government  of  the  undersigned  is  bound  to  guarantee  positively  and  efficadoasly 
the  perfect  neutrality  of  the  isthmus,  and  consequently  the  rights  of  sovereignty  and  property 
which  the  United  States  of  Colombia  have  and  possess  over  that  territory. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  his  excellency's  communication,  the  undersigned  did  not  delay  to 
send  the  same  to  his  government  and  to  notify  it  to  the  agents  of  the  United  States  at  the 
isthmus,  although  the  latter  are  under  direct  orders  from  Washington,  whichv  independently 
of  their  own  sense  of  duty  and  propriety,  is  a  complete  guarautee  against  the  realization  of 
the  fears  implied  in  the  request  that  special  directions  should  be  given  them  to  not  take  part 
in  affairs  with  which  they  might  have  no  concern. 

With  regard  to  the  alleged  complicity  of  the  agents  of  the  Pantfma  Railroad  Company  in 
the  supposed  revolutionary  enterprise,  the  undersigned  esteems  it  his  duty,  in  justice. to  a 
respectable  association  of  his  fellow  citizens,  to  affirm,  that  while  he,  in  nowise  impugns  the 
good  faith  of  the  informant  of  the  Colombian  government,  be  happens  to  have  good  reasons 
to  know  such  indeed  as  to  his  mind  exclude  all  reasonable  doubi  that,  even  if  dislojai  pur- 
poses towards  the  national  governnient  exist  on  the  isthmus,  as  supposed,  the  charge  against 
the  agents  of  the  Panama  Kailroad  Company  is  without  any  real  foundation  whatever.  And 
the  imputation  being  of  a  character  so  grave,  and  which  if  suffered  to  rest  without  funher 
notice  may  prejudice  alike  in  the  eyes  ot  the  world,  so  much  interested  in  the  good  manage- 
ment of  that  great  highway  of  nations,  both  the  railroad  company  and  Colombia,  its  joint 
owners,  it  is  hoped  that  the  government  of  his  excellency  will  esteem  it  just  and  convenient 
to  cause  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  alleged  facts,  giving  to  the  result  the  like  publicity 
which  has  been  given  to  the  charge.  And  further,  as  the  government  of  the  ondersigned  H 
equally  solicitous  with  Colombia  that  law,  order,  and  loyalty  shall  prevail  on  the  isthmOi^ 
he  tiusts  that  his  excellency  may  also  find  it  convenient  to  communicate  to  this  legation  the 
evidences  of  their  probable  interruption. 

Ailer  carefully  considering  the  contents  of  his  excellency's  communication,  the  nndersigned 
has  not  been  able  to  deternnne  with  entire  satisfaction  the  preceise  idea  intended  to  be  oan> 
veyed  with  regard  to  the  duties  resting  on  the  United  States  to  guarantee  to  Colombia  the 
neutrality,  sovereignty  and  property  ot  the  isthmus  and  he  believes  that.on  a  review  of  the 
same,  his  excellency  will  agree  that  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the  duties  therein  alluded 
to,  lequiie  that  they  should  be  fully  and  clearly  defined,  so  far  at  least  as  they  are  connected 
with  the  circumstances  which  have  given  rise  to  this  correspondence.  To  enable  the  United 
States  to  act  uuderstandingly  and  efectively  in  the  premises,  it  is  believed  important  that 
they  should  know  whether  Colombia  holds  it  their  duty  under  the  existing  treaty  stipuiatieas 
between  the  two  countries,  to  aio,  when  called  on  by  Colombia  so  to  do,  in  suppressing  each 
a  movement  as  that  contemplated  in  his  exceileucy's  note,  or  any  other  disturbance  cotifined 
to  Colombian  citizens,  or  whether  the  treaty  guarautee  itf  understood  as  limit«d  in  its  applica- 
tion to  attempts  against  the  neutrality,  sovereignty,  and  property  of  the  isthmus  by  pow«s 
foreign  to  Colombia. 

Ills  excellency  will  not  fail  to  appreciate  at  once  the  present  necessity  of  the  two  govern- 
ments being  in  accord  as  to  the  answers  to  be  given  to  the  preceding  inquiries.  This  ia 
especially  important  to  the  United  States,  because  the  preparations  for  meeting  their  duty 
must  uecessarly  be  influenced  thereby. 

The  undersigned  improves  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  his  excellency  the  assmaiioes  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

His  Excellency  Seiior  M.  Rojas  Garrido, 

Secretary  of  the  Interiur  and  Foreign  Relations^  ^c,  ^c,  ffc. 

Two  hours  after  the  delivery  of  the  foregoing  note  I  received  the  following.  I  had  the 
conference.  The  secretary  simply  told  me  whathis  answer  would  be.  1  told  him  I  had  only 
come  to  thank  him  for  granting  the  interview,  as  it  was  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  conference 
about  tbe  method,  inasmui  h  ns  I  bad  already  sent  my  note ;  that  I  wished  to  confer  with 
him  before  writing.  He  tolu  uio  that  Mariano  Arasemena,  the  father-in  law  of  United  Statee 
Consul  Kice,  and  Juan  Mendoza  had  written  from  the  isthmus  to  the  government  heie  the 
chaiges  against  the  Pauama  railroad.  I  replied  that  the  charges  were  utterly  false,  and  so 
knov%  n  to  be  by  the  writers  of  the  letters.  He  said  he  could  not  give  up  their  names  exc^ 
to  me  confidentially. 

A.  A.  BURTON. 
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E. 
Senor  Garrido  to  Mr.  Burtatf. 

TTranslation.! 

Bogota,  September  12,  1866. 
Jo8^  Maria  Rcjas  Garrido,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  forei^  relations  of  the  United 
Statos  of  Colombia,  has  the  honor  to  present  his  compliments  to  the  Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton, 
minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  inform  him  that  it  will  be  very 
gratifjini^  to  receive  the  Hon.  Mr.  Barton  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  for  the  purpose  of  conferring^ 
as  he  desires  about  the  communication  addressed  him  from  this  department  on  the  3d  instant, 
provided  no  inconvenience  may  prevent  the  Hon.  Mr.  Barton  from  attending. 


Seflor  Oarrido  to  Mr,  Burton. 
[Translation.] 

Bogota,  September  14,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledsfe  the  receipt  of  the  communication  which  the  Hon. 
Allan  A.  Burton,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  pleased  to  address 
to  this  department  under  date  of  the  12th  instant,  in  answer  to  one  which  he  had  received, 
from  the  same  relating  to  the  part  which  the  agents  of  the  railroad  company  might  take  in  a 
projected  revolutionary  movement,  with  the  object  of  segregating  the  sovereign  State  of 
ranama  from  the  Colombian  Union :  and  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  which  he  has 
received  from  the  President  of  the  Union,  the  undersigned  will  proceed  to  answer  the  said 
communication  of  the  l*<Jth  instant. 

With  respect  to  the  alleged  interference  of  the  agents  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Company 
in  the  revolution  which,  according  to  rumor,  and  even  data  which  the  government  has,  is 
being  set  on  foot  there  for  the  purpose  of  severing  the  isthmus  from  the  Union,  the  executive 
power,  taking  into  consideration  the  respectability  of  that  company  and  the  prudence  and 
circumspection  which  must  be  supposed  to  govern  its  members,  receives  with  pleasure  the 
explanations  concerning  it  in  the  communication  of  the  Hon  Mr.  Burton. 

As  to  the  interposition  due  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  existing 
between  the  two  nations  in  the  event  that  an  insurrection  by  armed  force  should  take  place 
on  the  isthmus  for- the  purpose  of  segregating  it  from  the  Union,  the  ^vemment  of  Colombia 
understands  that,  if  such  a  movement  should  be  effected  with  the  view  of  making  that  sec- 
tion of  the  republic  independent  and  attaching  it  to  anv  other  foreign  nation  or. power,  that 
is  to  say,  in  order  to  transfer  by  any  means  wnatever  the  sovereignty  which  Colombia  justly 
possesses  over  that  territory  to  any  foreign  nation  or  power  whatever,  the  case  will  then  have 
arisen  when  the  United  ^tes  of  America,  in  fulfilment  of  their  obligation  contracted  by 
the  35th  article  of  the  treaty  existing  between  the  two  republics,  should  come  to  the  assistance 
of  Colombia  to  maintain  its  sovereignty  over  the  isthmus  ;  but  not  when  the  disturbances  are 
confined  to  Colombian  citizens. 

In  conclusion,  it  affords  the  undersigned  pleasure  to  renew  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Burton  the  pro- 
tests of  the  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem  with  which  he  has  the  honor  to  subscribe 
himself,  his  very  attentive,  obsequious  servant, 

JOS£  M.  ROJAS  GARRIDO. 

Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  8^e,,  8^e  ,  8^c. 


[Translation.] 

INDEPENDENCE  OP  THE  ISTHMUS. 

On  the  22d  of  May  last,  the  President  of  the  Union  addressed  a  message  to  the  house  of 
r^resentatives  submitting  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  reserves  or  remainder  in  tbe  Panama 
Tailroad  for  its  approval  or  adoption  by  congress  as  a  basis  for  the  discussion  of  that  delicate 
robject,  public  opinion  having  for  some  time  demanded  the  sale,  but  in  such  a  maimer  as  to 
ineet  the  anpiratious  of  patriotism. 

^nie  menage  pointed  out  the  propriety  of  fixing  a  period  within  which  bids  shoold  be 
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received  in  Enrope  and  America,  and,  in  case  better  terms  shonld  not  be  offered  the  execntrrt 
power  should  be  anthoiized  to  conclude  the  contract  definitively. 

The  contract  had  been  entered  into  by  our  minister  plenipotentiary  in  London  with  Mr. 
William  Henry  Cottcrill,  and  it  was  stipulated  that  it  would  not  be  binding  until  Banctioiied 
by  the  national  congress. 

The  message  was  referred  first  to  Senor  Pablo  Arosemena,  and  afterwards  to  Senor  Mannel 
D.  Camacho,  as  committees  to  report  on  the  same,  who  made  directly  opposite  reports,  excraii 
that  both  agreed  that  the  contract  ought  not  to  be  ratified.  The  house  postponed  indefimtdy 
the  consideration  of  the  reports,  and  proceeded  to  discuss  a  project  proposed  by  Senors  Polao, 
Herrera,  and  Navaretc,  'for  the  establitihment  of  a  company  composed  of  Colombian  ^Tem- 
ment  and  citizens  for  the  redemption  ot  the  road,  but  no  decision  wasrgched. 

This  is  the  whole  truth,  a  complete  history  of  the  facts  as  to  the  reserves. 

But  the  editor  of  £1  Tiempo,  who  cannot  be  ignorant  of  them,  asserts  in  the  first  edito^ 
lial  of  the  last  number  of  that  paper  that  *'  the  Mosquera-CotteriU  contract  will  soon  take 
effect,  because  it  alrca<1y  has  the  force  of  legal  sanction,  the  seal  of  written  right.*'  To  be 
thus  derelict  to  the  truth  before  the  country,  and  in  this  capital,  two  months  scarcely  having 
elapsed  since  the  adjournment  of  congress,  and  when  everything  pertaining  to  this  import- 
ant aff&ir  has  been  publinhed  in  El  Diario  Oficial,  is  puttings  very  light  estimate  on  poblic 
opinion,  and  is  an  iguoring  of  the  character  of  a  truthful  man  and  honest  joamalist. 

And  what  has  induced  the  editor  of  EI  Tientpo  to  make  this  false  assertion  ?  In  diveri 
articles,  and  particularly  in  that  which  bears  the  same  title  with  this,  he  has  shown  himself 
the  tenacious  and  implacable  enemy  of  ^le  present  government  of  Panama.  For  this  reason, 
animated  by  a  subfle  spirit,  he  puts  forth  the  idea  that  the  isthmus  thinks  of  separating  from 
the  Colombian  Union  and  of  erecting  itself  into  a  Hanseatic  republic,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Panama  Railroad  Company  and  under  the  protection  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America.  , 

Thus  it  is,  then,  that  the  editor  affirms,  although  he  possesses  no  proof,  that  a  great  sexH 
sation  has  been  wrought  ou  the  managers  and  employ^  of  the  railroad  by  the  news  (false 
news)  that  the  national  legislature  had  approved  the  London  contract.  Is  the  editor  ignor- 
ant that  the  directory  of  the  railroad  company  addressed  the  national  executive  making  new 
propositions  for  securing  the  reserves,  ana  that  these  propositions  were  submitted  to  the  house 
of  representatives  7  Does  he  not  know  that  a  few  days  before  the  adjournment  of  cougrees 
the  President  of  the  Union  sent  a  message  to  the  house  on  this  subject  ?  And  is  it  owing 
to  the  like  ignorance,  also,  that  the  editor  of  HI  Tiempo  says  that  **  the  ofi[icial  clique  m 
Panama  oppre><ses  the  people  of  that  State/'  that  its  fear  of  secession  proceeds  directly  and 
exclusively  from  a  commercial  and  political  alliance  between  the  railroad  company  and  the 
authorities  of  the  State,  and  that  these  authorities  **  are  losing  their  political  power  with  the 
lapse  of  time  and  in  obedience  to  the  behests  of  justice' — a  frightful  apparition  for  men  who 
live  on  office  as  the  mistletoe  on  the  sap  of  other  plants." 

This  last  assertion  d«)es  not  merit  an  answer,  because  many  or  all  the  citizens  who  take 
part  in  the  administration  of  Senor  Colunje  have  no  need  of  public  offices. 

As  to  the  approaching  fall  of  the  official  clique  in  Panama,  which  glimmers  before  the 
editor  s  vision,  1  believe  the  wish  is  only  father  to  the  thought  But  the  clique  will  ever  be 
grateful  for  the  information. 

And  what  ground  is  there  for  his  saying  that  the  desire  of  independence  is  cherished  in  the 
State  of  Panama,  and  that  it  has  its  origin  with  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  and  the  local 
authorities  of  that  section  of  the  republic  7  The  editor  affects  to  believe  that  the  end  to  the 
immense  gains  of  the  company  is  tne  moving  cause  of  the  whole.  And  why  ?  Solely  on  the 
supposition  that  the  London  contract  has  been  approved,  when  the  company  knew  very  well 
that  that  contract  was  unworthy  of  being  ratified  as  stipulated  on  its  face.  It,  on  the  other 
hand,  can  afi'ord  to  offer  better  terms. 

And  with  regard  to  the  present  administration  of  Panama  it  is  pretended  that  it  also 
approached  its  end.  It  is  true,  the  hone^^t  and  truly  liberal  administration  of  Senor  Jil 
Colunje  will  end  by  law  on  the  30th  instant;  but  he  will  be  succeeded  by  Sefior  Viee^e 
Olarte,  whose  republican  principles,  patriotism,  and  probity  cannot  leave  even  the  editor  ef 
£1  Tiempo  in  doubt  as  to  them. 

Can  the  editor  believe  in  good  faith  that  Sefior  Olarte  countenances  the  traitorous  idea  of 
independence  on  the  isthmus  ?  Is  it  to  be  imagined  that  Senor  Colunje  harbors  the  thought, 
when  on. all  occasions  he  has  ever,  byword  and  writing,  opposed  the  project,  which  if  it  has 
existed  it  has  been  only  in  the  wishes  of  some  North  American  journalists,  and  of  some  bad 
natives  of  the  isthmtts. 

The  editor  of  the  El  Tiempo.  in  support  of  this  false  annonncefbent,  appeals  to  the  Panama 
Echo,  and  to  disclosures  made  by  Senor  Jos^  de  Obaldia,  which  were  afterwards  confinned 
«  by  a  judicial  investigation  in  September,  1850. 

But  as  this  happened  twelve  years  ago,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  sentiments  of  that  State 
are  now  the  sauie,  and  the  editor  will  remember  that  El  Panamefto  then  declared  strongly 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  isthmus  scouted  the  idea  of  annexation  or  independence,  and  that 
the  press  of  the  country  applauded  the  feeling  of  nationality  and  noble  patriotism  of  the  ptesi 
of  the  isthmus. 

It  was  then  believed  that  the  property  and  sovereignty  of  the  republic  over  that  part  of  te 
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territoiy  was  made  secnre  hj  the  commercial  interests  of  the  powerful  nations*;  and  that 
England,  France,  and  the  United  States,  having  interests  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  needed 
the  free  commnnication  bj  **that  bridge  between  two  seas/*  and  in  order  to  make  effective 
the  fi-eedom  and  security  of  the  transit,  it  was  indispensable  that  the  isthmus  should  be  neu- 
tral and  independent  of  these  nations.  In  the  treaty  with  the  United  States  of  North  America 
that  neutrality  is  guaranteed,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  that  government,  which 
on  more  than  one  occasion  has  shown  us  its  cordial  friendship  and  its  desire  for  our  pros- 
perity, will  interpose  its  decisive  influence,  as  ElTiempo  says,  to  secure  to  the  railroad  company 
its  (Treat  gains,  and  to  prevent  the  knell  of  time  from  sounding  the  last  agoulzlog  hour  of  the 
official  clique  which  oppresses  the  people  of  Panama. 

If  the  government  of  the  United  States  should  desire  the  independence  and  annexation  of 
the  isthmus,  it  could  consummate  the  fact  in  spite  of  the  wishes  of  the  editor  and  of  all  who 
should  attempt  to  prevent  it.  It  would  secure  the  territory,  but  our  race  would  be  absorbed. 
This  would  be  the  inevitable  result. 

But  fortunately  the  government  of  the  United  States  does  not  desire  or  need  it.  Neither 
does  the  Panama  Railroad  Company.  The  latter  eujoys  its  privilege  and  desires  nothing 
more.  Nine  years,  and  that  privilege  can  be  redeemed,  and  the  company  can  then  enter  into 
competition  as  a  bidder,  if  not  with  a  better  right  than  others,  certainly  with  greater  advan- 
tages, and  among  them  I  think  Vill  be  found  the  sympathies  due  to  its  honorable  conduct  in 
oar  domestic  dissensions. 

And  besides,  the  administration  of  Senor^Colunje  enjoys  the  good  opinion  of  the  honest 
citizens  of  the  State,  and  that  of  Senor  Olarte  will  likewise  be  supported  by  that  queen  of  the 
world.  I  think  they  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  if  the  revolutionary  spirit  shall  light  up  the 
conflagration  which  the  editor  seems  to  desire ;  if  the  genius  of  evil  shall  spread  its  wings 
over  that  important  State,  it  is  certain — and  let  not  the  editor  forget  it — that  Senor  Olarte,  sur- 
rounded by  the  foreigners  who  find  protection  and  guarantees  in  the  party  that  now  governs 
them,  will  a^sain  raise  triumphantly  thet>anner  unfurled  on  the  9th  of  March,  1865. 

Let  the  editor  of  El  Tieropo  recollect  that  the  isthmus  united  itself  to  Colombia  sponta- 
neously, and.thatit  has  given  const^int  proofs  of  its  love  of  the  country,  of  its  enlightenment, 
of  the  noble  and  generous  disposition  of  its  people;  what  the  isthmus  is  worth  m  itself  on 
account  of  its  position  in  the  world,  and  that  the  people  of  Panama  desire  only  that  the  national 
government  treat  them  justly  and  loyally,  and  in  good  faith  protect  their  lawful  rights.  *'  The 
pillars  of  Hercules  are  now  at  Panama,  and  Panama  symbolizes  the  frontier  of  civilization, 
the  citadel  and  destiny  of  the  Americas.^*  An  enlightened  writer  of  our  day  says  this,  and 
the  editor  of  the  El  Tiempo  ousfht  to  bear  it  in  mind. 

Thus,  the  independence  of  the  isthmus  is  but  the  offi^pring  of  an  imagination  unmindful  of 
the  facts,  or  an  invention  of  those  interested  in  seizing  on  that  State,  or  a  chimera  of  passion 
and  unfounded  hostility. 

As  a  representative  of  the  State' of  Panama,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  this  publi- 
cation. I  could  not  let  the  assertions  of  the  editor  of  Kl  Tiempci  pass  unnoticed,  because  to 
be  sileni^ould  give  grave  plausibility  to  the  imposture  and  subject  me  to  censure. 

JOSfi  ANTONIO  CESPEDES. 

Bogota,  September  11,  1666. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burton. 

No.  156.J  Department  op  State, 

IVashingUm,  October  9,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  commnnication  from  Mr.  Little,  consul  at  Panama,  in 
which  are  contained  the  circular  addressed  by  the  government  of  Colombia  to 
the  government  of  Panama  and  the  reply  of  the  same  thereto.  You  have  no 
doubt  become  ere  this  familiar  with  the  contents  of  that  correspondence.  Mr. 
Little  mentions  the  prevalence  of  a  rumor  that  an  effort  is  about  to  be  made  to 
secure  the  independence  of  the  State  of  Panama.  He  also  states  that  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  in  favor  of  that  measure  among  the  people  of  Panama. 

The  depai-tment  has  received  authentic  information  of  a  similar  import  from 
other  sources,  and  I  deem  it  proper  to  indicate  to  you  your  course  in  the  event 
that  the  anticipated  troubles  should  actually  come  to  pass. 

The  United  States  have  always  abstained  from  any  connection  with  questions 
of  internal  revolution  in  the  State  of  Panama,  or  any  other  of  the  States  of  the 
United  States  of  Colombia,  and  will  continue  to  maintain  a  perfect  neutrality 
in  such  domestic  controversies.  In  the  case,  however,  that  the  transit  trade 
across  the  isthmus  should  suffer  from  an  invasion  from  either  domestic  or  foreign 
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distarbances  of  the  peace  in  the  State  of  Panainli,  the  United  States  will  hoU 
themeelyes  ready  to  protect  the  same. 

I  transmit  to  you,  for  your  better  information,  a  copy  of  the  commanieaiioQ 
of  Mr.  Little  without  enclosures. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Allan  A.  Borton,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Little  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Panama,  Sepiew^ber  18,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honoc  to  enclose  to  your  address  a  copy  of  the  Oficial  Bolletin  of  SepCeoh 
her  ]5,  1 866,  containing  the  correspondence  hetween  President  Hosquera  and  President 
Colunje,  of  Panama,  in  regard  to  the  disbandment  of  the  State  troops.  Not  being  able  to  pro- 
cure a  copy  of  the  official  paper  in  season  for  the  last  steamer,  1  forward  to  jour  address 
a  copy  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  of  this  city,  which  contains  a  condensed  traoalatkni  of  the 
correspondence. 

Rnmors  have  been  prevalent  for  some  time  past  of  a  moyement  in  faror  of  aecuring  llie 
independence  of  the  State  of  Panama,  which  fact  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  PnsideDt 
Mosquera,  is  probably  the  cause  of  the  issuing  of  the  order. 

There  is  no  doubt  a  growing  desire  among  the  natives  of  Panama  in  favor  of  tbe  move- 
ment, but  I  apprehend  it  will  amount  to  nothing  in  o«nsequence  of  the  want  of  men  aod  mon^ 
to  carry  it  into  effect. 

There  is  a  strong  probability,  however,  that  President  Mosquera  will  send  a  body  of  troops 
to  this  isthmus,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  his  demands. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  

W.  B-  LITTLE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  SlaU, 


Mr,  Burton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  280.]  Legation  of  the  United  Statb^ 

Bogota^  November  2,  1866. 

Sir:  The^ last  twelve  months  haves  been  productive  of  events  of  bat  little 
interest  in  Colombia. 

The  inauguration,  of  President  Mosquera,  on  the  20th  of  May  last,  operated 
•  as  a  slight  check  to  the  anarciiy  and  demoralization  which  had  become  fearful] j 
prevalent  throughout  the  country  under  the  administration  of  Sefior  Morillo, 
and  of  which  I  gave  some  account  in  mj  No.  197. 

But  one  revolutionary  outbreak  has  occurred  within  the  last  year  or  twelve- 
month. In  March  last  the  emissaries  of  the  State  authorities  of  Panama* 
deposed  in  March,  1866,  attempted  to  incite  a  revolt  on  the  isthmus,  which  was 
at  once  suppressed.  It  is  supposed,  and,  perhaps,  with  reason,  that  President 
Mosquera  will  manage  to  have  the  present  government  of  that  State  overthrown, 
and  to  reinstate  the  former  rulers  of  the  isthmus,  who  are  his  partisans.  This 
would  be  unfortunate  for  our  people,  as  the  existing  authorities  are  comparatively 
just  and  friendly  to  them,  while  those  put  down  in  March,  1865,  are  hostile  to 
them,  and  made  up  in  the  main  of  men  who  are  nothing  less  than  robber  chie&. 

The  administration  of  President  Mosquera  has  so  far  been  energetic  and  arbi- 
trary. It  has  been  guided  by  his  own  will,  without  any  nice  regard  for  the  consti- 
tution or  laws.  He  is,  in  fact,  dictator,  and  it  is  well  for  the  country,  for  it  is  so  law- 
less and  demoralized  that  regular  government  is  impracticable.  It  is  to  be  regret- 
ted, however,  that  pati-iotism  and  statesmanlike  ideas  have  so  little  place  in  the 
administration.     President  Mosquera's  notions  of  government  are  narrow,  cru& 
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and  eccentric,  and  his  political  action  more  the  result  of  impnlse,  vanity,  and 
passion  than  of  any  settled  and  intelligent  system  or  conviction.  Opposition  to 
his  adversaries  is  his  chosen  way,  without  regard  to  its  justice  or  expediency. 
His  measures  appear  to  he  mere  temporary  expedients  and  capricious  experi- 
ments, without  any  comprehensive  or  remote  ends  in  view.  He  acts  as  though 
he  had  hot  a  day  in  which  to  establish  his  policy,  if  such  it  may  be  called.  He, 
indeed,  boasts  that  inasmuch  as  he  cannot  live  beyond  two  years,  he  must  do 
all  in  that  time  or  Colombia  is  lost.  There  is,  perhaps,  a  mixture  of  truth  in 
this.  His  .cabinet  is  made  up  of  mere  instruments.  Not  a  single  member  is 
possessed  of  the  capacity  or  attainments  for  the  place. 

The  general  march  of  the  country  continues  as  I  have  repeatedly  described 
it  President  Mosquera's  rule  will  probably  increase  the  financial  embarrass- 
ments of  the  nation.  He  has  always  been  noted  for  his  wasteful  administration 
of  the  public  resources,  and  the  habit  seems  to  grow  on  him  with  age.  The 
future  of  this  people  must  be  a  sad  one  indeed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wathington,  2>.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burton. 

W(o.  158.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  November  8,*  1866. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  271.  of  September  last,  upon  the  subject  of  the  land- 
ing of  a  body  of  marines  at  Panama  from  a  United  States  vessel  of  war,-  has 
been  received.  The  course  which  you  took  upon  that  occasion  is  approved.  It 
is  prefeiyed,  however,  th^t  in  such  cases  you  should  report  to  the  department 
all  the  facts  in  regard  to  them  which  may  be  known  to  you,  and  all  the  con- 
clusions which  you  may  have  formed.  The  proper  instruction  for  your  future 
course  will  then  be  given  by  the  department. 

Ton  will  also  inform  the  Colombian  minister  for  foreign  affairs  that  you  await 
the  instructions  referred  to. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Allan  A.  Burton,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burton. 

No.  159.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  9,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  275,  of  Inst 
September,  containing  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  you  by  the  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs  upon  the  subject  of  a  contemplated  insurrection  on  the  isthmus 
against  the  national  government  of  Colombia.  This  subject  has  come  before 
this  department  on  a  former  occasion,  and  you  will  find  instructions  for  your 
guidance  set  forth  in  the  despatch  to  you  on  the  9th  of  last  month,  No.  156. 

Your  assurance  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  anticipated  the  spirit  of  that 
despatch,  and  is  therefore  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  H.  SEWARD. 
Allan  A.  Burton,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc.  r^  \ 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr\  !Burton, 

No.  163.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  12,  1866. 

Sill:  With  reference  to  the  decree  of  President  Mosqnera  of  the  17th  of 
August,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  your  despatch  No.  273,  of 'the  Idtk  of 
September,  I  have  to  remark  that  that  part  of  the  first  article  which  directs  the 
exaction  of  tonnage  duties  from  the  vesi^els  of  those  nations  which  have  no  postal 
convention  with  the  United  States  of  Colombia  would  not  be  applicable  to  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  if  the  postal  convention  with  New  Granada  of  the  6ih 
of  March,  1844,  is  to  be  regarded  as  in  force.  It  cannot  be  ascertained  from  the 
record  and  files  of  this  department  that  the  convention  referred  to  has  been 
terminated  pursuant  to  the  stipulation  upon  that  subject  in  the  eleventh  article. 

The  consul  at  Panama  has  transmitted  to  the  department  a  copy  of  a  comma- 
nication  to  him  of  the  20th  ultimo,  from  the  President  of  that  State,  claiming  the 
right  under  the  decree  to  exact  tonnage  dues  from  our  vessels.  This  pretension, 
however,  will  not  be  acquiesced  in,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  decree  itselt 
and  even  in  the  absence  of  a  postal  convention  would  be  regarded  as  unwarrant- 
able under  the  35th  article  of  the  general  convention  with  New  Granada  of 
1846.  The  views  of  my  predecessors,  Messrs.  Marcy  and  Cass,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, are  entirely  concurred  in.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  Colombian  authorities  will  make  no  attempt  to  exact  tonnage  duties  from 
our  vessels  carrying  passengers  and  mails  to  Aspinwall  and  Panama. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  A 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD.  ^ 

Allan  A.  Burton,  Esq.,  ^.,  4y;.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burton. 

No.  164.]  Department  of  Statr, 

Washington,  November  13,  1866 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  277, 
of  the  3d  ultimo,  informing  the  department  of  the  inquiry  you  aadressed  to  the 
government  of  Colombia  as  to  its  interpretation  of  the  treaty  concerning  the 
isthmus  in  case  of  an  insurrection  in  that  locality,  and  of  the  reply  you  received 
thereto. 

Your  action  is  approved  by  the  department,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  assiduity 
and  dilligence  with  which  you  have  gathered  information  that  may  ultimately 
be  useful. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Allan  A.  Burton,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc.,  ^. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  281.]  Legation  of  the  United  Statks, 

Bogota,  November  16,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  project  of  establishing  a  submarine  telegraph  between  the  island 
of  Cuba  and  the  isthmus  of  Panama  is  eliciting  S'»me  interest  here  at  this  time 
The  President  of  Colombia  has  decided  to  submit  the  subject  to   congress, 
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which  will  meet  on  the  Ist  of  next  February.  It  is  tboaght  that  an  exclasive 
privilege  to  construct  and  work  this  line  of  telegraph  will  be  sought  with  avidity 
by  numerous  American  citizens  and  British  subjects.  It  wonid  seem  important 
to  the  interests  of  our  country  for  the  enterprise  to  be  under  the  control  of  our 
citizens.  For  the  information  of  the  department,  I  enclose  the  accompanying 
papers  relating  to  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington,  D,  C, 


A. 
[Translation.] 

UNITED    STATES  OP   COLOMBIA— EXECUTIVE    POWER   OP   THE  UNION— DEPARTMENT   OP 
FINANCE  AND  PUBLIC  WORKS— SECTION  4 — ^BUREAU  OF  PUBUC  WORKS— NUMBER  184. 

Bogota,  November  3,  1866. 

The  President  of  the  Union  has  been  made  acquainted  with  the  memorial  which  you  have 
addressed  htm,  asking  the  exclasive  privilege  for  the  laving  of  submarine  telegraphs,  con- 
necting the  isthmus  of  Panama  with  the  most  important  ports  of  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic, 
with  branches  to  the  principal  Antilles,  uniting  in'  Cuba  with  the  cable  between  the  island 
and  Florida — that  is,  with  the  telegraphic  network  of  the  civilized  world. 

The  rea}izat)on  of  this  idea  will  bring  to  the  Latin  American  continent  immense  benefits, 
particularly  to  the  Colombian  Union,  and  bad  already  occupied  the  attention  of  the  President, 
who,  without  ceasing,  labors  for  the  aggrandizement  and  progress  of  the  nation  which  has 
intrusted  its  destinies  to  him. 

The  undertaking  of  an  enterprise  so  ^and,  overcoming  numerous  obstacles,  has  already 
erected  its  first  monument  with  such  bnlliant  success,  crowned  the  desires  and  interests  of 
civilization,  and  could  not  but  be  accepted  by  the  President  with  patriotic  enthusiasm;  and 
although  he  dues  not  believe  himself  authorissed  to  grant  such  privilege,  he  accepts  the  idea 
with  the  most  fervent  interest,  and  will  give  it  the  protection  and  encouragement  which  it 
merits. 

To  that  end  he  has  resolved  to  submit  his  decision  to  the  next  congress  of  Colombia,  and 
doubts  not  that  the  enterprise  will  have  a  favorable  result. 

1  have  the  honor  to  communicate  the  foregoing  to  you  in  answer  to  your  representation. 

FRANCflSCO  AGUDELO. 

Messrs.  John  C.  Be  ales,  Pedro  de  Zbr,  and  I^bal^s,  Labarra  &  Co. 

Note. — Under  the  same  date  and  No.  285,  the  same  answer  was  given  to  Warren  C .  Foster. 

AGUDELO. 


Mr.  Burton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  283.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Bogota,  November  18, 1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  annexed  circular  addressed  by  Colom- 
bia, nominally,  on  the  2d  of  last  September — but  it  has  probably  been  ante- 
dated— to  the  nations  engaged  in  the  existing  war  with  Paraguay. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Colombia  declares  it  impossiide  for  her  government  and 

rple  to  remain  indifferent  shonld  the  war  waged  by  the  allied  powers  have 
its  object  or  tend  in  its  effects  to  impair  the  independence  or  sovereignty  of 
Paraguay. 

It  is  not  likely  that  this  declaration  will  have  any  marked  influence  on  the 
course  of  the  war,  as  Colombia  has  neither  a  man  nor  a  dollar  to  employ  in  mak- 
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ing  it  good,  which  is  well  known  to  the  parties  addressed.  The  declaration  ie 
perhaps  only  the  oatbreakiog  of  one  of  President  Mosquera^s  fits  of  supereilioiis* 
vanity,  which  in  him  are  irrepressible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[From  £1  Registro  Oficial,  No.  795.— Translation.] 

Notts  addressed  to  the  governments  of  Brazil,  Uruguay,  and  ike  Argentine  RepMie, 

United  States  op  Colombia,  Department  of 

THE  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations, 

Bitgota,  SepUmber  2,  1866. 

The. undersigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreifpi  relations  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia,  has  the  honor  to  address  his  exceHency  the  minister  for  foreign  reiatioiM  of 
*  *  *  *  for  the  purpose  of  making  known  to  him  that  having  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Colombian  government  some  of  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  treaty  concluded  on 
the  Ist  of  May,  1865,  between  Brazil,  the  Argendne  republic,  and  Uruguay,  on  undertaking 
the  war  which  said  republics  (7)  are  prosecuting  against  Paraguay,  the  government  of  tM 
Colombian  Union  esteems  it  its  duty  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  allied  gOTemnwnti 
aome  reflections  which  it  believes  will  be  kindly  received  and  folly  ^predated  by  those  gov* 
emments,  on  account  of  the  motive  which  insp4res  them. 

However  painful  it  may  have  been  for  the  government  of  this  republic  to  contemplate  the 
spectacle  offered  by  the  allied  republics  in  making  war  against  Paraguay,  and  especiaUy  in 
view  of  the  solemn  and  critical  circumstances  tl^ough  wnich  America  is  now  passing,  aad 
when  the  cannon  of  our  former  mother  is  thundering  in  the  Pacific,  threatening  the  existence 
of  two  nations  of  this  continent,  and  endeavoring,  perhaps,  to  trample  down  the  principka  of 
American  sovereignty  and  liberty,  so  indelibly  stamped  on  the  annals  of  our  emancipation, 
nevertheless,  this  government,  which  would  nave  seen  with  pleasure  the  re-e^tabliahaient  of 
peace  between  neighboring  and  even  sister  nations,  could  not  for  the  reasons  first  named  have 
Ignored  the  right  of  sovereigpi  and  independent  nations  to  form  allianoes  offensive  and  defec- 
tive, and  to  appeal  in  extreme  cases  to  the  use  of  arms. 

But  even  aamittiug  this  doctrine,  the  Colombian  government,  taking  into  consideration 
official  publications  within  its  knowledgre,  does  not  hesitate  to  say  that  if,  as  appears  from  the 
treaty  of  May  1,  1865,  the  war  between  tne  Argentine  republic  and  Uruguay  and  the  empire 
of  Brazil  on  the  one  side,  and  the  republic  of  Paraguay  on  the  other,  shall  have  for  its  object  or 
should  result  in  the  dismemberment  of  Paraguay  or  in  the  annihilation  of  its  sovereignty  and 
independence,  the  government  and  people  of  the  Colombian  Union,  true  to  the  prindple  of 
respecting  inviolably  the  autonomic  ana  free  entities  on  this  continent,  could  not  remain  indif- 
ferent should  such  act  be  consummated,  because,  aside  from  the  unfortunate  precedent  which 
would  be  thereby  established,  and  which  might  sooner  or  later  expose  other  nationalides  si 
the  new  world  to  perish,  it  would  be  in  open  conflict  with  all  our  political  and  social  traditions 
from  the  time  when  the  American  colonies,  comprehending  their  rights,  proclaimed  their 
independence  and  constituted  themselves  free  and  sovereign  nations.  If  the  idea  of  conquest 
and  colonization  has  been  abandoned  by  almost  all  enlightened  nations;  if  the  dogmas  of 
modem  civilization  oppose  the  principles  of  vassalage  and  slavery  which  prevailed  in  uie  past 
ages  of  ignorance ;  it  we,  on  emancipating  ourselves  from  the  mother  country,  proudly  pro- 
claimed tne  great  principle  that  the  people  are  sovereign  and  the  source  of  all  power,  having  the 
inalienable,  essential,  and  indisputable  right  to  rule  their  own  destinies,  what  might  not  be 
justified  rather  than  give  even  the  show  of  reason  and  right  to  the  scandal  with  which  America 
would  contemplate — not  astonished,  but  indignant — the  disappearance  of  one  of  its  natknali- 
ties,  subjugated,  conquered,  and  cut  to  pieces  by  others  ? 

The  undersized,  therefore,  fulfils  the  express  orders  of  the  grand  general,  President  of  the 
Colombian  Union,  in  putting  within  the  knowledge  ^f  »  •  •  #  through  the  honorable 
organ  of  your  excellency,  that  the  Colombian  government  and  people,  recognizing  on  the  one 
hand  the  right  of  the  natives  allied  against  Paraguay  to  make  war  in  common  against  the 
republic,  would,  on  the  other  hand,  see  themselves  under  the  necoesity  of  solemnly  protesting, 
and  in  fact  do  protest  henceforth,  if  such  war  shall  have  for  its  object,  result,  or  consequence, 
the  disregard  or  destruction  of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  an  American  nation,  to 
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establish  over  it  a  protectorate,  or  to  deprire  it  in  fine  of  its  eminent  and  essential  right  to  direct 
its  fdtore  destiny. 

The  undersigned  lastly  has  the  honor  to  offer  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  forei^  rela- 
tions of  *  *  *  *  the  assurances  of  the  high  esteem  and  very  distinguished  considers- 
tion  with  which  he  subscribes  himself,  your  excellency's  very  attentive,  obsequious  servant, 

J06£  M.  R0JA8  GABRIDO. 


Mr.  Burtim  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  284.]  Legation  of  the  TJtited  States, 

Bogota,  November  20, 1866. 

Sir  :  The  department  will  learn  from  the  accompanying  decree  that  President 
Mosquero  has  directed  that  prizes  captured  by  the  belligerents  in  the  war  exist- 
ing between  Spain  •and  the  allied  republics  of  the  Pacific  may  be  brought  into 
ports  of  Colombia,  on  the  condition  that  they  be  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  national  supreme  court  for  adjudication. 

The  decree  protests  impartiality,  but  if  President  Mosquera  had  the  power  to 
do  what  he  has  undertaken,  the  effect  would  be  unfair  and  injurious  to  Spain, 
as  the  Atlantic  ports  of  Colombia  would  thereby  be  converted  into  naval  stations 
for  the  allies,  who  have  no  station  on  that  ocean,  while  Spain  has. 

I  happen  to  know  that  Colonel  Freire,  the  Peruvian  minister  here,  has  said 
quite  confidentially  to  a  colleague  that  this  step  has  been  taken  by  Colombia 
at  the  instance  of  Peru ;  that  the  allies  are  on  the  eve  of  attacking  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico,  for  the  purpose  of  wresting  them  from  Spain  and  erecting  them  into 
an  independent  republic,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  eight  iron-clad  and  twenty-four  wooden  vessels  are  ready  for 
the  enterprise.     I  do  not  believe  it.* 

My  colleague,  the  British  minister,  and  I  are  agreed  that  the  decree  is  not  in 
consonance  with  international  law.  We  have  deferred  taking  any  notice  of  it, 
however,  unless  ordered  to  do  so  by  our  respective  governments.  Should  a  vessel 
belonging  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  be  seized  and  taken  into 
a  Colombian  port  before  I  am  honored  with  the  instructions  of  the  department, 
which  is  not  likely,  I  shall  esteem  it  my  duty  to  demand  the  immediate  release 
of  8uch  vessel,  and  in  case  of  a  refusal  to  report  the  case  to  our  nearest  naval 
officer,  with  a  request  that  he  rescue  it  by  force. 

The  annexed  paper,  D,  from  a  newspaper  of  this  city,  seems  to  put  this  pro- 
ceeding in  about  a  correct  light. 

It  was  known  here  generally,  long  before  the  date  of  the  paper  C,  that  the 
cannons  therein  mentioned  had  crossed  the  isthmus  and  been  placed  on  fortifi- 
cations on  the  Pacific  coast  from  Callao  to  Valparaiso. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  A.  BURTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Weuhington,  D.  C.       « 


A. 

[From  £1  Beg^stro  Oficial,  No.  796.— Translation.  J 

Bepart  of  the  Secretarjf  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations  on  the  adjudication  of  marine  prizes, 

Senor  President  :  I  have  examined  the  question  of  prize  tribunals  and  am  of  the  follow- 
ing opinion  : 
The  aniversallj  recognized  principle  of  international  law  is,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  prize 
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caases  belonpfs  exclasivelj  to  the  nation  of  the  captor,  insomuch  that  a  sentence  prononneed 
by  a  tribnnal  of  an  allied  nation  is  considered  ille^K 

Accordinfif  to  many  cases  decided  bjr  the  British  tribunals  the  sentence  of  a  prize  conn 
sitting  under  the  commission  of  a  belligerent  in  neutral  territory  is  not  considered  ralid, 
although  the  proceeding  be  bad  by  consent  of  the  neutral  powers. 

This  is  the  doctrine  generally  recognized,  but  Wheaton  establishes  two  exceptional  e^^es 
in  which  the  neutral  may  adjudicate  the  prizes  which  may  be  brought  into  its  ports:  lit, 
when  the  capture  is  made  within  the  limits  of  a  neutral  state ;  and  ^  when  the  captor  has 
'  armed  his  vessel  in  said  territory.  He  then  adds  that  these  exertions  to  the  exclusiTe  juris- 
,  diction  of  the  courts  of  the  nation  of  the  captor  have  been  extended  by  the  civil  regalations 
of  s<ime  countries  to  the  restitution  of  the  property  of  their  own  subjects  in  all  ca^es  iu  which 
the  prize  is  illegal  and  brought  to  their  ports ;  and  thus  he  attributes  to  the  neutral  tribaoil 
the  decision  of  the  question  of  good  or  bad  prize,  provided  the  captured  property  is  broaght 
into  the  neutral  territory. 

The  marine  ordinance  of  Louis  XIY,  of  1681,  contains  also  alike  principle,  and  its  justicsis 
vindicated  by  Valin  upon  the  ground  that  this  is  done  by  way  of  compensation  for  the  pririlei* 
of  shelter  given  to  the  capturing  vessel  and  the  prize  in  the  neutral  port.  There  is  no  doobt 
that  the  neutral  having  the  right  to  admit  or  not  the  prizes  into  its  ports,  may  impose  the  condi* 
tion  of  adjudicating  them  in  case  they  come  in,  although  this  does  not  deprive  the  tribooalof 
the  captor  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  decide  upon  th^  legality  of  the  caprure,  either  whik 
the  prize  remains  in  the  neutral  port  or  if  it  is  carried  infia  presidio  to  tho  place  where  the 
tribunal  is  sitting.  '    . 

Azuni  gives  also  this  latitude  to  the  jurisdiction  of  neutfals,  but  Bello  thinks  it  not  con- 
formable to  tho  present  custom,  and  particularly  to  the  practice  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  whose  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  the  **  lavincibUy^^  declared  that  American 
tribunals  were  not  competent  to  redress  wrongs  which  might  be  supposed  to  have  been  com- 
mitted on  the  high^eas  against  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  said  states  by  a  cruiser  carry* 
ing  a  lawful  commission  from  a  friendly  power ;  and  said  author  thus  limits  the  jurisdiction 
of  neutrals  to  the  case  of  a  cruiser  whose  prize  is  carried  into  a  friendly  port,  has  violated 
the  neutrality  of  the  power  in  whose  territory  it  is  found,  either  by  having  been  armed  or 
manned  there,  without  its  consent,  or  by  committing  acts  of  hostilities  in  its  waters. 

In  the  case  of  the  **i.'«rr«//«"  it  was  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court  that  theri^htto 
adjudicate  prizes  and  settle  all  questions  relating  to  them  belongs  exclusively  to  the  Dstion 
of  the  captor ;  but  that  an  exception  to  this  rule  is,  that  when  the  captured  vessel  is  fonnd 
under  the  batteries  of  a  neutral  power  the  courts  o&the  latter  have  power  to  inqnire  whether 
the  capturing  vessel  has  infringed  its  neutrality ;  and  this  being  the  case,  they  are  bound  to 
restore  to  the  original  owners  the  property  captured  by  cruisers  illegally  armed,  fitted  oot, 
or  manned  in  its  ports ;  it  being  to  be  home  in  mind  that  the  exemption  enjoyed  by  the  vessdi 
belonging  to  the  marine  of  a  foreign  state  in  the  ports  of  a  neutral  power  by  leave  of  the 
sovereign,  express  or  presumed,  does  not  extend  to  the  ships  and  merchandise  carried  into 
said  ports,  which  have  been  captured  in  contravention  of  the  neutral  privileges  of  that 
power. 

Here,  then,  is  the  only  incontrovertible  and  rightful  exception  which  gives  jurisdiction  to 
neutrals  over  prizes  carried  into  their  ports,  and  which  rests  on  the  fact  that  the  belligerent 
has  violated  its  neutrality.     • 

This  dividing  line,  says  Bello,  between  belligerents  and  neutrals,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
prizes,  i«  clear  and  precise. 

Notwithstanding  this,  it  is  sustainable,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  neutral  has  the  right  to 
adjudicate  on  prizes  voluntarily  or  forcibly  brought  into  its  ports,  provided  the  belligerent 
who  has  the  right  to  do  so  agree  to  it,  and  that  the  neutral  extend  the  principle  to  the  other  bel- 
ligerents, in  order  that  its  treatment  of  all  be  alike,  which  is  the  duty  of  neutrals. 

No  one  can  deny  that  one  nation  may  grant  to  another  the  exclusive  and  perfect  right  which 
it  has  to  adiudicate  its  prizes,  for  in  so  doing  offence  is  offered  to  nobodv;  and  neither  can 
it  be  denied  that  the  neutral,  without  losing  that  character,  may  accept  that  right,  provided, 
as  has  just  been  said,  it  observes  the  same  conduct  towards  the  other  belligerent.  In  this  csm 
the  neutral  does  not  judge  by  delegated  power,  but  in  virtue  of  its  own  authority,  in  conw- 
quence  of  the  exclusive  right  o(  the  belligerent  to  judge  having  been  transferred  to  the  neatrd 

I  know  of  no  author  who  treats  the  ouestion  under  this  aspect.  It  seems  that  the  esse  hai 
not  been  foreseen ;  but  it  is  deducible  from  the  principle  that  a  neutral  may  do  all  in  aid  of 
one  belligerent  which  he  may  do  for  the  others,  proviaed  the  neutral  does  not  engage  in  the 
war,  directly  or  indirectly,  that  prizes  may  be  adjudicated  by  neutrals  under  the  condition! 
indicated,  and  with  greater  reason,  if  it  is  considered  that  the  doctrine  is  sustained,  as  we  have 
seen,  by  some  ou  the  ground  that  the  act  is  not  a  hostile  one,  and  by  the  duty  which  every 
neutral  is  under  to  protect  the  interests  of  its  citizens,  which  may  easily  be  effected  by  the 
captures  ot  belligerents. 

JOSfi  MARIA  ROJAS  GARRIBO. 
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B. 

[Translated  from  El  Registro  Oficial.  No.  796.] 

Decree  upon  the  atijudication  of  maritime  prizes. 

J.  C.  MOSQUERA,  GRAND  GENERAL,  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA. 

^  The  preceding  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  having  been  con- 
sidered, and.  considering — 

1.  That  the  war  between  Spain  and  the  republics  of  the  Pacific  unfortunately  has  not 
terminated. 

2.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia,  as  a  nation  neutral  in  that  war,  to 
lend  their  good  ofiices  to  the  belligerents,  to  the  end  that  maritime  prizes,  should  captures  take 
place,  may  be  justly  adjudicated,  provided  they  shall  be  brought  into  the  ports  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  the  belligerent  having  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  them  shall  agree  to  it ; 

3.  That  said  prizes  may  rightfully  be  adjudicated,  also,  in  case  any  belligerent  shall  violate 
the  neutrality ; 

4.  That  the  goverhment  is  bound  to  protect  the  interests  of  Colombians  that  may  be 
affected  by  the  capture  of  maritime  prizes,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  indispensable  to  inquire 
if  the  prizes  brought  within  its  ports  have  been  taken  in  violation  of  the  neutral  rights  of 
any  of  the  belligerents ;  and 

5.  That  the  government  of  the  Union  has  the  right  to  permit  or  deny  the  entrance  of  mari- 
time  prizes  into  its  ports,  and  to  require  as  a  condition  ot  their  entrance,  their  adjudication 
by  the  tribunals  of  tne  republic  as  a  compensation  for  receiving  the  captors  and  their  prizes — 

I  decree : 

Article  I.  The  cruisers  of  the  allied  republics  of  the  Pacific,  in  the  war  with  Spain,  may 
carry  their  maritime  prizes  into  any  port  of  the  republic,  but  their  adjudication  shall  belong 
to  the  supreme  federal  court,  conformably  to  the  national  constitution  and  law  it  being  under- 
stood that  the  fact  ot  bringing  in  the  prizes  shall  be  proof  of  the  acquiescence  of  the  sovereign 
of  the  captor  that  it  be  judged  by  said  tribunal. 

Art.  ll.  The  cruisers  of  Spain  in  the  war  mentioned  may  carry  their  prizes  into  the  ports 
of  the  republic ;  but  their  adjudication  shall  belong  to  the  supreme  federal  court,  conformably 
to  the  national  constitution  and  law,  it  being  understood  that  the  fact  of  bringing  the  prizes 
in  shall  be  proof  of  the  acquiesence  of  the  sovereign  of  the  captor  that  they  be  judged  by 
said  tribunal. 

Art.  III.  The  highest  political  authority  of  the  port  in  which  tho  prize  may  arrive  shall 
require  the  captor  to  present  the  sea  papers  of  the  vessel  or  the  property  captured,  and  shall 
proceed  immediately  to  examine  the  onieers  and  marines,  which  proi'eedings,  proofs  taken, 
and  original  documents  of  the  captured  vessel,  shall  be  as  soon  as  practicable  reported  to  the 
supreme  federal  court,  that  it  may  take  jurisdiction  of  the  case. 

Art.  IV.  The  vessels  that  may  be  declared  good  prize  may  be  sold  in  the  ports  of  the 
republic. 

Art.  v.  The  cruisers  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  the  ports  of  the  republic,  provided  that  from 
injuries  or  other  qause  they  cannot  continue  on  their  way,  biit  they  shall  not  remain  more 
than  twenty-four  hours  or  the  time  indispensable  for  repairing  damages  in  the  judgment  of 
the  chief  political  authority  of  the  port. 

Art.  VI.  Let  this  decree  be  communicated  to  the  belligerent  nations. 

Done  in  Bogota  this  November  17,  1866. 

T.  C.  DE  M08QUERA. 

Josi:  Maria  Rojas  Oarrido, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations. 


C. 

[Translated  from  El  Registro  Oficial,  No.  802.] 

Note  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations  to  the  government  of  the  State  of  Panama 

upon  neutrality. 

miTED  states  of  COLOMBIA—SECRETARYSHIP  OF  THE  INTERIOR   AND   FOREIGN  RELA- 
TIONS— NUMBER  41,  SECTION  2— DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Bogota,  November  18,  1866. 
8e%or  Secretary  of  State  rfthe  government  of  the  sovereign  State,  of  Panama  : 

llie  President  of  the  Union  has  learned  that  there  are  some  rifled  cannon  and  yariouc  other 
elements  of  war  in  that  State  on  their  way  to  Pern,  and  as  the  transit  of  said  elements  oxer  the 
isthffitia  10  contrary  to  the  neutrality  of  Colombia  in  the  existing  war  between  the  Pacific 


Digitized  by 


Google 


590  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

republics  and  Spain,  and  which  the  (^vernraent  of  the  State  has  so  many  times  been  noti6ed 
to  strictly  observe,  the  government  orders  that  you  immediately  take  possession  of  said  caoDoo 
and  place  them  in  the  possession  of  the  commander  of  the  national  park  in  Panama,  and  also 
any  other  elements  of  war  that  may  pass  the  isthmoK,  destined  for  either  of  the  belligerents. 
Your  attentive  servant, 

JOSfi  MARIA  ROJAS  GARRIDO. 


D. 
[Translated  from  El  Mensajero,  No.  26,  November  30, 1866.J 
The  law  qf  nations  revised  and  simpJ^ed  by  the  executive  power. 

Our  in<?efatif2^able  President,  who  has  made  a  vow  to  make  all  crooked  things  straight,  and 
the  straight  crooked,  has  not  confined  himself  in  his  recreations  to  making  amendments  to 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  country;  he  has  also  condescended  to  extend  his  protecting 
hand  over  the  maritime  powers,  and  has  lately  corrected  and  added  to  international  law  in  tbe 
matter  of  prize  courts. 

The  Registro  Ofidal,  No.  796,  contains  a  decree  of  the  executive  power,  preceded  by  a 
report  of  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations  in  which  it  is  declared  "  that  the  cruisers  of  Spain 
and  of  tbe  allied  republics  of  the  Pacific,  between  which  war  now  exists,  may  bring  tbeii 
prises  into  any  port  of  Colombia ;  but  they  must  be  adjudicated  by  the  supreme  federal  cooit, 
according  to  the  constitution  and  law,  it  lieing  understood  that  the  fact  of  bringing  thepnzes 
is  proof  of  the  acquiesence  of  the  sovereign  oi  the  captor.'* 

As  Colombians  we  feel  deeply  humiliated  at  seeiug  an  ex^president  of  the  supreme  court  and 
the  national  executive  officially  aud  solemnly  proclaim  as  priuciples  of  interuauonal  law  ideas 
that  may  occur  t6  tnem,  thus  exposing  themselves  to  the  ridicule  of  the  diplomatists  resideat 
at  the  capital,  aud  of  every  well-informed  man  to  whose  knowledge  the  report  and  decree  msj 
come. 

The  secretary  says,  in  his  report,  that  the  courts  of  the  countiy  of  the  captor  have  exclosfe 
jurisdiction  to  adjudicate  the  prizes  taken  by  him.  This  rule  is  well  known.  It  forms  part 
of  the  history  of  civilization  itself,  and  has  been  uniformly  maintained  by  the  mariume  nations 
of  the  earth  down  to  our  day,  with  the  exception  of  a  temporary  innovation  made  by  Francs 
during  the  political  convulsions  in  that  country  at  the  close  of  the  last  century.* 

The  common  sense  as  well  as  legal  reason  of  this  rule  is.  that  the  sovereign  of  Uie  captor 
being  responsible  to  the  governments  of  other  nations,  the  subjects  of  which  have  been 
wronged  by  his  cruisers,  it  is  but  just  that  he  should  have  the  exclusive  right  to  inquire  into 
their  conduct  through  the  agency  of  his  courts.  A  sentence  of  condemuatiou  in  a  ]tfise 
cause,  by  a  lepra!  prize  court  having  complete  jurisdiction,  protects  the  purchase  of  the  priie 
in  his'possesHion,  %nd  justifies  the  captor  before  his  own  sovereign,  but  it  is  not  conclusire 
as  to  other  parties.  Here  the  responsibility  of  the  captor  ends,  and  that  of  tbe  sovereign 
begins,  and  the  governments  of  other  nations  whose  subjects  have  been  wronged  by  the  cap- 
tures or  by  a  sentence  not  in  conformity  to  public  law,  will  hold  that  of  the  captor  liable  tbei«> 
for.  This  is  A  B  C  law  leaiiiing,  ignorance  of  which  would  in  most  countries  condemn  the 
merest  novice  in  jurisprudence  as  an  incorrigible  dunce. 

If  either  belligerent  named  in  the  decree  lo  which  we  allude  should  accept  tbe  offer  of  tbe 
President  of  CuToutbia  to  receive  prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  republic  and  to  have  them  abju- 
dicated by  the  suprt-me  federal  court,  Colombia  will  in  every  case  be  responsible  for  the  mi»- 
mauagement  in  her  ports  of  captured  property  brought  into  them,  and  for  the  mistakes  and 
erroneous  sentences  of  that  court. 

The  exceptions  named  by  the  authors  to  which  the  secretary  refers  only  conlirm  the  inpx- 
orablcness  of  this  rule,  and  in  themselves  go  far  towards  ret'utiug  tbe  conclusion  reached  by 
him.  A  belligerent  has  the  right  to  demand  impartiality  of  neutrals  and  security  within 
their  juiisdictional  limits,  and  may  hold. them  responsible  for  his  property  captured  or  de- 
stroyed there  by  an  opposing  belligerent.  '  In  the  cases  of  injury  to  the  neutral  by  viohuing 
his  neutrality  the  law  of  nations  permits  him  to  exercise  a  limited  jurisdiction  by  way  of 
civil  reprisal  or  indemnity,  and  to  redress  his  own  wrongs,  the  means  of  doing  which  being  in 
his  own  hands  in  the  shape  of  the  illegally  captured  property.  The  only  question,  however, 
for  tbe  neutral  court  in  such  cases,  as  well  as  thiB  case  provided  for  by  articles  14  and  15  oif 
the  famous  ordinance  of  Louis  XIV,  is  from  the  very  nature  of  this  exceptional  jurisdiction 
simply  one  of  prize  or  no  prize.  If  the  capture  be  wrongful  in  the  first  case,  for  either  of  the 
reasons  upon,  which  the  jurisdiction  rests,  or  fur  any  reason  in  cases  to  which  the  provisions 
of  the  ordinance  referred  to  are  a|)plicable,  the  neutral  court  restores  the  property  to  its  on- 


*  Pbdllmore  contends  that  prlze»  may  also  be  adjudicated  by  the  courts  of  the  captor*s  aUy  Ibr  tbe  t 

that  unuM  conHituunt  civitatem.  But  Chancellor  Kent,  in  hit)  Commentariea  on  American  Law,  voL  1.  p^ 
103.  tsayM,  "  the  court  of  an  ally  caunotcondenui,"  and  Wheaton  isno  \ft%%  r^iitlTB,— CfmiKimt  q/  fatmnifiiwrf 
Lav>,  part  4,  chap.  2,  $ec.  13-16. 
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l^nal  owner.  If  the  capture  be  lawful  or  good  prize  the  neutral  court  has  no  jurisdictfon, 
and  the  prize  is  dismissed  for  adjudication  by  the  courts  of  the  country  of  the  captor.  The 
neutral  court  can  in  no  case  condemn  the  prize.  The  courts  of  the  capturing  belligerent 
alone  can  condemn. 

Some  neutral  nations,  into  the  ports  of  which  the  property  of  their  subjects  captured  by  a 
belligerent  on  the  high  seas  may  hare  been  brought,  insist,  as  a  compensation  for  receiving 
such  captures,  on  the  right  to  decide  the  question  of  prize  or  no  prize  as  to  the  property  be- 
long^ing  to  their  own  subjects.  This  jurindiction  is  also  a  limited  one,  is  confioed  to  the  only 
pHEirties  in  interest  and  does  not,  as  a  general  or  complete  prize  iurisdittiun,  affect  other  par- 
ties. It  is  more  in  the  nature  of  an  arbitration  than  the  forced  jurisdiction  of  a  court,  and 
therefore  innocent  as  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  Its  exercise  is  confined,  to  restoring  the  prop- 
erty wrongfully  captured  from  the  subjects  of  such  nations,  instead  of  their  having  to  go 
to  the  courts  of  the  captor's  country.  The  neutral  court  in  such  case  has  no  jurisdiction  as 
to  the  property  of  subjects  of  other  nations  so  captared,  neither  has  it  jurisdiction  to  con- 
demn under  any  circumstances  if  the  capture  turnout  to  be  lawful ;  as  we  have  said  before, 
belligerent  courts  alone  have  that  power. 

Why  should  the  President  of  Colombia  confer  complete  jurisdiction  on  the  supreme  fed- 
eral court  by  way  of  compensation  for  admitting  into  our  ports  the  prizes  and  their  convoys 
of  Spain  and  the  Pacific  allies,  when  the  supposed  compensation  can  be  none  else  than  a 
heavy  burden — a  fearful  responsibili^  to  be  eschewed  at  all  hazards  7  It  is  certain  that  no 
other  nation  whose  government  is  influenced  by  good  sense  would  accept  such  a  burden  out 
of  the  mere  love  of  dabbling  in  everything,  as  the  President  of  our  republic  takes  upon  his 
shoulders.  It  is  no  less  than  a  reckless  and  unwarrantable  attempt  at  innovation  and  to 
invade  the  rights  of  other  nations,  and  will  consequently  be  found  offensive  to  them,  should 
it  more  than  excite  their  ridicule.  They  cannot  attribute  to  a  proceeding  so  unprecedented  and 
unaccountable  any  but  unworthy  motives  when  no  good  end  could  be  served  by  it,  if  it 
could  be  carried  out,  but  which  fortunately  will  not  be  the  case.  It  is  not  at  all  probable, 
however,  that  other  nations  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  interfering  in  the  matter  further 
than  by  friendly  remonstrance;  for  it  is  not  likely  that  any  people  far  enough  advanced  to 
be  able' to  seize  prizes  will  intrust  them  to  the  adjudication  of  the  tribunals  of  a  country 
whose  government  shows  such  palpable  ignorance  in  a  most  commonplace  matter  with  other 
peoples  as  that  manifested  by  that  of  Colombia  in  the  report  of  its  foreign  secretary  and  the 
decree  of  its  President,  of  which  we  are  treating. 

The  liecretary  says,  with  a  coolness  that  argues  conviction  at  least,  but  does  not  sustain  it 
by  reference  to  any  author,  **that  no  one  can  deny  that  one  nation  may  concede  to  another 
the  exclusive  and  perfect  right  it  has  to  judge  prizes,  for  in  so  doing  offence  is  offeied  to 
nobody,  and  neither  can  it  be  jlenied  that  a  neutral  without  losing  that  character,  may  accept 
that  right  provided  he  observes  the  same  conduct  towards  all  the  belligerents  " 

These  are  the  v6ry  things  we  do  controvert,  and  which  no  one  can  truly  affirm ;  for  they 
are  utterly  at  war  with  the  doctrines  of  all  writers  on  international  law  and  tbe  immemorial 
uniform  usage  of  maritime  nations. 

Had  the  learned  secretary  given  due  attention  to  the  paragraph  of  the  distinguished  pub- 
licist next  after  that  from  which  he  has  extracted  so  copiously,  he  would  have  been  naved 
the  mistake  of  supposing  that  the  vacuum  exists  in  the  code  of  nations  which  the  President 
has  hastened  to  fill,  and  would  likewise  have  escaped  the  fatal  error  of  asserting  the  princi- 
ples which  we  have  just  quoted  in  substance  from  his  report.  He  would  have  found  it  there 
expressly  and  emphatically  declared,  in  accordance  with  all  writers  on  the  subject,  that  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  which  he  speaks  cannot  only  not  be  delegated  to  be  e.xercised  in 
neutral  territory,  but  that  the  neutral  can  neither  consent  to  its  exercise  there,  nor  exercise  it 
himself,  and  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  law  of  nations  does  not  permit  it.  Not  the  bellig- 
erents alone  are  interested  in  this  jurisdiction ;  it  concerns  the  whole  world,  for  the  vessels  of 
the  whole  world,  and  more  particularly  of  neutrals,  are  liable  to  be  captured  in  any  naval 
war  between  any  two  or  more  nations.  Prize  courts  and  their  jurisdiction,  well  understood 
and  defined,  have  been  established  and  assented  to  by  general  public  law  and  tlioir  organiza- 
tion and  powers  can  be  changed  only  by  general  public  law.  It  is  not  for  belligerents,  or  a 
neutral,  as  the  President  of  Colombia  in  the  present  int»tance,  to  circumscribe  or  enlarge,  or 
modify  thatjari^diction.  The  voice  of  civilization  alone  can  do  that,  for  it  is  the  work  of  the 
aggregated  civilization  of  mankind,  whose  interests  depend  upon  it;  and  who  have  it  in  joint 
keeping. 

1  he  secretary  seems  not  to  have  remembered  that  the  condemnation  of  prizes  is  styled  by 
law  writers  **  the  last  act  of  hostility,'*  as  it  is  in  its  effects  one  of  the  highest  acts  of  hostility. 
Bj  its  exercise  alone  the  party  would  lose  his  neutrality.  He  would,  in  fact,  become  an 
active  participant  in  the  war ;  and  should  he,  as  the  President's  decree  presupposes,  con- 
demn prizes  for  all  the  belligerents,  he  would  find  himself  in  the  anomalous  predicament  ot 
encouiaigingand  aiding  in  the  war,  by  committing  acts  of  hostility  for  and  agamst  all  parties. 

The  secretary,  in  fact,  mistakenly  deduces  his  newly  discovered  doctrine  to  meet  a  deficiency 
never  before  known,  as  he  believes,  and  which  discovery  is  to  redound  to  the  honor  or  ridi- 
cule of  Colombia,  from  the  rule  which  allows  a  neutral  to  give  the  same  impartial  assistance 
to  all  belligerents,  if  in  bo  doin^  he  commits  no  hostile  act,  or  takes  no  hostile  part  in  tbe  war. 
But  we  have  seen  that  the  adjudication  of  prize  cases  with  the  consent  ot  the  capturing 
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power,  deduced  by  the  secretary  from  this  mle,  would  be  a  hostile  act,  and  is  therefore  fo^ 
bidden  by  the  admonitory  pari  of  the  rule  itself;  and  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  im- 
partial  aid  on  the  part  of  neutrals,  spoken  of  by  writers,  and  referred  to  by  the  secreiarj,  is 
limited  to  material  aid,  and  not  to  exercise  of  brain-power,  such  as  the  holding  of  prize  coorts. 
Besides,  the  secretary  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  new  usages  or  rules  of  international  law 
cannot  be  established  by  deduction  or  analogy.  All  speculation  is  positively  excluded.  So 
nearly  perfect  has  that  code  been  considered  from  time  whereof  the  memory  of  man  ranoeth 
not  to  the  contrary,  that  the  only  allowable  method  for  reforming  or  changing  it  is  by  treaty; 
and  such  change  is  not4)inding  on  the  world  until  a  majority  at  least  of  the  world  hasasaeDted 
to  it.  The  whole  system  is,  in  the  main,  the  work  of  gradual  accretion,  based  on  the  consent 
of  ages,  and  not  of  sudden  acquisition  or  innovation. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  remind  the  secretary  that  the  greatest  admiralty  judge  of  the  past 
and  present  century  has,  with  approbation,  held  the  following  language,  with  refeiencc  to 
the  very  question  under  consideration :  **  In  my  opinion,  if  it  could  be  shown  that,  regardinjr 
mere  speculative  principles,  such  a  condemnation  ought  to  be  deemed  sufficient,  that  would 
not  be  enough;  it  must  be  shown  to  be  conformable  to  the  usage  and  practice  of  oatloos. 
Where  it  (the  usage  and  practice)  stops  you  are  not  at  liberty  to  go  further,  and  to 'say  that 
more  general  speculative  principles  bear  you  out  in  further  progress.  It  is  not  my  duty  to 
admit  that  because  one  nation  has  thought  proper  to  depart  from  the  common  usage  of  the 
world,  and  to  meet  the  notice  of  mankind  in  a  new  and  unprecedented  manner,  I  am 
under  the  necessity,  on  that  account,  of  acknowledging  the  efficacy  of  such  a  novel  inatiiTi- 
tion,  merely  because  general  theory  might  give  it  a  degree  of  countenance  independent  of 
all  practice  from  the  earliest  history  of  mankind.  The  institution  must  conform  to  the  text 
law,  and  likewise  to  the  constant  usage  upon  the  matter."  The  secretary -expressly  informs 
us  that  there  is  no  usage  or  text  law  sustaining  his  conclusion.  It  is  a  mere  deduciiou  frafi 
general  principles,  which  we  have  seen  is  not  admissible  to  change  established  usages  n 
matters  of  international  law.  Besides,  his  deduction  is  positively  forbidden  by  usage  and  text 
law. 

Moreover,  another  insuperable  objection  would  seem  to  present  itself  to  this  extraordinary 
assumption  of  the  President  of  Colombia  to  regulate  matters  of  universal  concemi  The 
validity  of  the  sentences  of  a  prize  court  depends  in  part  on  the  leg^l  oi^^nization  of  the 
court,  and  the  legality  of  its  jurisdiction,  when  tested  by  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  it 
sits  A  want  of  either  requisite  renders  its  sentences  absolutely  null.  Now,  whence  does 
the  President  derive  the  authority  to  confer  this  jurisdiction  to  adjudicate  prizes  of  foreien 
belligerents  on  the  supreme  federal  court  7  The  attempt  is  a  palpable  attempt  to  violate  toe 
law  of  nations,  which  law  is  a  part  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  republic.  The  powers 
and  jurisdiction  of  that  court  are  given  and  strictly  defined  ]>y  this  constitution  and  these 
laws,  and  neither  gives  the  President  the  power  to  interfere  with  either.  His  decree  would 
seem,  therefore,  to  be  as  futile  as  the  pope's  bull  against  the  comet.  For  the  power  of  the 
court,  as  the  court  of  a  neutral  nation,  to  adjudicate  the  prizes  of  belligerents  by  the  oonaeot 
of  the  captors,  is  not  among  the  powers  conferred  on  it  by  the  constitution  or  laws,  expressly 
or  bv  implication. 

The  truth  is,  the  arbitrariness  of  General  Mosquera,  and  his  inordinate  love  of  interiering 
in  matters  that  do  not  concern  him,  have  on  this  occasion  passed  all  bounds  of  serioosoes 
and  reached  the  utmost  height  of  ludicrousness.  The  chief  of  a  nation  which  has  not  a  »jb^ 
vessel,  whose  commerce  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  other  nations,  destitute  of  experience  in 
naval  warfare,  and  palpably  benighted  in  matters  of  maritime  laws  and  usages,  with  an  air 
of  presumption  ridiculous  to  behold,  peers  up  his  head  above  the  great  naval  powers,  aod 
overturns  the  established  usages  of  civilization  with  respect  to  the  most  imp6rtant  of  all  maii- 
time  operations,  coeval  in  its  origin  with  civilized  warfare,  and  accepted  by  the  wisdom  of 
ages. 


COLOMBIAN  LEGATION. 
General  Salgar  to  Mr,  Seward, 

LTranslafion.] 

Washington,  December  22, 1865. 

General  Salgar's  respects  to  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  Statf, 
with  a  copy  of  the  address  he  proposes  to  make  to  the  President  on  presentiDg 
his  new  credentials  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States  of  Colombia. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^„  Sfx:.,  ^ 
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Your  Excellency:  The  government  of  Colombia,  solicitous  to  foster  and  encourage  the 
friendly  relations  binding  it  to  the  United  States,  and  to  fulfil  the  stipulations  that  have 
formed  the  matter  of  special  treaties  between  the  two  nations,  has  lately  C4)nferred  upon  me 
the  character  of  envoy  entraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  near  the  government  of 
yoar  excellency. 

The  footing  of  perfect  understanding  and  cordiality  which  the  two  countries  have  reached, 
the  increase  of  their  mutual  commercial  transactions,  and  their  topographical  and  political 
conditions,  are  worthy  of  special  consideration. 

For  this  reason  I  heartily  congratulate  myself  on  placing  in  the  hands  of  your  excellency, 
as  I  do,  the  autograph  letter  of  the  President  of  Colombia  accrediting  to  me  the  mission  Xo 
preserve  and  render  advantageous  a  friendship  that  rests  on  such  legitimate  interests,  and  to 
protest  my  respectful  deference  to  your  excellency,  hoping  that  I  may  continue  to  deserve 
your  confidence  and  benevolent  consideration. 


Mr,  Seacard  to  General  Salgar. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  22d  instant,  informing 
me  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  has  been  pleased  to 
confer  upon  you  anew  the  character  of  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary near  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  Amenca,  investing  you 
for  that  purpose  with  the  respective  full  powers  and  the  necessary  credentials, 
a  copy  of  which  accompanies  your  communication,  in  which  you  ask  me  to  name 
a  day  and  hour  for  you  to  present  the  autograph  letter  of  the  President  of 
Colombia  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  having  communicated  ygnr  wishes  to 
the  President,  I  am  instructed  to  inform  jou  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  receive 
you  to-morrow,  the  27th  instant,  at  12  o'clock,  noon. 

If  you  will  be  pleased  to  call  at  this  department  a  short  time  before  the  hour 
named,  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  accompany  you  to  the  Executive 
Mansion. 

With  renewed  assurances  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration,  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  General  Don  Eustorjio  Saloab,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Ckneral  Salgar. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  26,  1865. 

The  Secretary  of  State  presents  bis  compliments  to  General  Salgar,  and 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  note  of  the  22d  instant,  with 
which  he  transmits  a  copy  of  the  address  which  he  will  deliver  on  the  occasion 
of  presenting  to  the  President  his  new  credentials  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 

The  Secretary  of  State  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  enclose  to  Gen- 
eral Salgar  a  copy  of  the  reply  which  will  be  made  by  the  President,  and  to 
renew  to  General  Salgar  the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

Se&or  General  Don  Eustorjio  Saloar,  ^.,  4r.,  ifc. 

Reply  of  tk$  Fresident. 

Decei^ber  27,  1865 
General  :  It  was  with  sincere  reji^ret  that  I  recently  received  your  letter  of  recall.    I  need 
not  say,  therefore,  that  it  is  with  sincere  satisfaction  that  I  now  receive  the  letter  which 
accredits  von  again  as  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
of  Colombia  to  this  government. 

I  renew  on  this  occasion  my  former  assurance  of  friendship  and  good  will  to  your  coun- 
trymen and  to  your  country,  and  of  personal  esteem  to  yourself. 
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Gtnerdl  Salgar  to  Mr,  Seward. 

MBMORANDUM. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  die 
United  States  of  Colombia  at  Washington,  moved  by  convictions  of  the  import- 
ance of  an  interoceanic  ship  canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  and  eepeeuJly 
that  portion  of  it  known  as  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  to  the  best  interests  of  tlie 
world,  and  especiidly ,  to  this  continent,  has  the  honor  to  offer  the  foUowiii^  pio- 
nosals  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
his  own  government. 

1st.  The  United  States  of  Colombia  willingly  accedes  to  the  exploration  and 
survey  of  any  portion  of  the  aforesaid  territory  by  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  order  to  determine  the  best  topography  for  such  canaL 

2d.  Colombia  will  sealously  co-operate  for  this  end,  and  will  give  to  any 
expedition  as  aforesaid  all  the  authorization,  aid,  and  comfort  within  its  power 
to  facilitate  its  object 

3d.  The  Colombian  government,  having  in  view  the  obstacles  opposed  to  the 
tapk  through  hostile  Indians,  grants  th^  United  States  the  privilege  to  vute 
with  the  expedition  a  force  sufficient  for  its  protection  therefrom,  conceding  tlierato 
the  privileges  which  an  army  has  when  marching  by  permission  thiovgfa  a 
friendly  State,  and  the  right  of  self-defence,  it  being  understood  that  said  fone 
shall  not  exceed  150  men,  rank  and  file,  unless  actual  forcible  resistance  by  hostile 
Indians  or, others  shall  render  an  increase  necessary,  and  this  not  to  exceed  500 
men  more.'  This  force  is  not  to  remain  in  the  country  longer  than  the  aaidsar- 
vey  may  recjuire,  nor  be  employed  for  any  other  object  whatever. 

4th.  The  United  States  of  Colombia  will  supply  the  expedition  with  all  the 
maps,  charts,  surveys,  reports,  plans,  or  information  whatsoever  in  its  poseeaflMQ 
which  the  engineers  may  deem  calculated  to  fiEu;ilitate  their  labors,  and  whidi 
may  be  consonant  with  existing  obligations  of  Colombia. 

5th.  It  is  understood  that  the  expenses  of  this  exploration,  except  as  otiwrwiM 
stipulated,  shall  be  borne  exclusively  by  the  United  States. 

6th.  In  consideration  of  the  premises  the  United  States  of  Colombia  grants  to 
any  organized  company  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  its  agents 
or  assigns,  the  right  of  priority  or  preference  to  construct  and  use  an  interoceanic 
ship  canal  within  and  across  the  aforesaid  territory,  with  aU  the  neceseary  kads 
and  collateral  privileges  to  render  the  same  effective,  as  may  be  hereafter  agreed 
upon  as  satisfactory  to  the  United  States  of  Colombia  and  the  company  aforesaid, 
so  that  if  by  virtue  of  said  survey  said  work,  is  to  be  undertaken  upon  theaaaie 
terms,  any  company  as  aforesaid  shall  have  the  preference  over  any  other  com- 
pany whatsoever.  It  being  understood  that  if,  after  the  expiration  of  the  three 
years  aspigneo  for  the  completion  of  the  survey,  as  prescribed  in  the  next  article, 
the  said  surx^ey  has  not  been  made,  or  if  it  does  not  favor  the  undertaking  or 
if  another  survey  be  on  such  account  deemed  necessary  and  executed  by  diree* 
tion  of  the  Colombian  government,  then,  and  in  any  one  of  such  cases*  this 
privilege  of  priori^,  or  preference,  in  fiivor  of  citizens  of  tiie  United  States  of 
America  shall  terminate. 

7th.  The  exploration  aforesaid  is  to  be  commenced  witiun  a  year,  and  to  be 
finished  within  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  confirmation  hereof  by  the  two 
goveraments. 

8th.  It  is  agreed  that  the  engineers  in  charge  of  the  survey  shall  make  the 
same  identical  ref  orts  upon  the  progress  and  result  of  their  labors  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Colombia  as  they  shall  make  to  the  government  of  the  United  Slates  cf 
America,  accompanying  them  with  the  same  illusteafcionsy  Baps,  chartB,  dnnr- 
ings,  ^cc 
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9th.  Upon  receiving  a  reply  to  this  memorandum,  the  nndersigned  will  promptly 
suhmit  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  his  government,  that  confirmatory 
action  may  be  taken  thereon  by  the  present  Colombian  congress,  thus  expediting 
the  enterprise. 

EUSTORJIO  SALGAR. 

Washington,  March  16,  1866. 


Mr.  Seward  to  General  Salgar, 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Stptk, 

Washington,  March  19,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  memorandum  of  the 
16th  instant,  relative  to  the  construction  of  an  interoceanic  ship  canal  across  the 
isthmus  of  Darien,  which  yoa  were  pleased  to  submit  to  me. 

Having  taken  the  President's  views  thereon,  I  beg  to  inform  you,  in  reply, 
that  if  the  proposition,  in  the  form  in  which  you  have  presented  it,  shall  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  government  of  Colombia,  through  the  requisite  treaty  stipulations, 
the  United  States  will  accede  thereto,  subject,  however,  to  the  ratification  of  the 
Senate. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  the  asaurances  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
SelLor  Don  Eustorjio  Salgar,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sgc. 


SeHor  Pinzon  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Translation.] 

UNITED  STATB8   OF   COLOMBIA — DBPARTMBNT  OF  THB  INTBRICR  AND  I'ORBIGN 

RELATIONS. 

Bogota,  April  5,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  the  interior  and  foreign  relations  of  Colombia, 
has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  a  certified  copy  of  the  autograph  letter  addressed  by  the  citizen  presi- 
dent of  the  Colombian  Union  to  the  President  of  that  republic,  informing  him 
that  he  is  charged  with  the  national  executive  power,  as  first  delegate,  in  the 
absence  of  the  grand  general  Thomas  C.  de  Mosquera,  president  ele^t  of  the 
United  States  of  Colombia. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  occasion  to  present  the  assurances  of  his  distin- 
guished consideration. 

CERBELEON  PINZON. 


[Translation.  ] 

JOSi:  MARIA  ROJAS  GARRIDO,  president  of  the  UNFTED  states  Of  COLOMBIA. 

To  ki$  Excellenqf  the  Pregident  of  the  United  States  of  America : 

Great  and  Good  Friend  :  In  the  absence  of  the  grand  general  Thomai  0.  de  Mosqnera^ 
President  elect  of  tbe  United  States  of  Colombia,  I  have  assumed  the  title  i  nd  charge  of  the 
ezecadye  power  of  the  Union,  on  the  first  of  the  present  month,  as  first  delegate  to  that  office. 
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In  the  position  to  which  I  have  been  called  bj  the  votes  of  the  representatiyes  and  pleni- 
potcnriaries  of  Colombia,  I  shall  deem  it  one  of  my  chief  and  most  sacred  dntiea,  during  dm 
administration,  to  foster  the  fxiendship  and  intimacy  of  the  good  relations  that  happily  nmtj 
my  country  to  the  nation  under  your  worthy  rule. 

I  protest  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSfi  M.  R0JA8  GARRIDO. 
Cekbeleon  Pinzon, 

Secretarff  of  the  Interior  and  Foreign  lUlatUnu, 

Done  in  Bogota  on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

CERBELEON  PINZON. 


Mr.  Salgar  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Translation.  ] 

Lboation  of  the  United  States  op  Colombia, 

Washington,  October  16.  1866. 

Mr.SBCRETARY :  On  thenigbtof  the  10th  of  November,  1865,  a  sailor  belongiog 
to  the  American  war  steamer  James  Adger,  who  was  on  watch  at  oneof  the  coTOed 
piers  of  the  port  of  Aspinwall,  (Colon,)  in  Colombian  territory,  killed  a  sabject  of 
her  Britannic  Majesty,  named  George  Holmes. 

The  legal  functionary  immediately  proceeded  to  an  examination  of  the  case, 
to  ascertain  the  facts  and  determine  the  responsibility,  but  as  the  criminal  laws 
of  the  country  in  such  cases  require  the  presence  of  the  accused  or  presumptive 
criminal,  in  farther  prosecution,  the  authorities  requested  the  delivery  of  the 
seaman  through  the  American  consul.  This  request  was  twice  made  by  the 
authorities,  and  was  disregarded  both  times,  the  consul  adducing  privileges  in 
his  support  which  are  not  acknowledged  by  existing  treaties  nor  sanctioned  by 
the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  could  not  be  recognized  on  any  occasion, 
because  they  essentially  violate  the  self-government  of  every  independent  nation. 

The  criminal  process  thus  being  suspended,  the  government  of  Colombia  conld 
not,  without  neglecting  one  of  its  most  binding  obligations,  fail  to  inform  yonr 
government  of  the  deplorable  event  of  the  night  of  the  10th  of  November,  and  of 
the  fact  that  the  sailor  was  taken  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Colombia,  which  htf, 
up  to  this  time,  prevented  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  the  regular  and  prompt 
administration  of  justice  in  the  case  referred  to.  In  fact,  on  the  2Sd  of  December 
of  that  year,  a  statement  of  the  case,  with  the  respective  documents,  was  sent  to 
the  Hon.  Allan  A.  Burton,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  in  Bogota,  bj 
the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  and  was  thence  sent  to  the  Department  of  State, 
where  it  is  awaiting  a  decision. 

The  Colombian  government,  desirous  of  finishing  this  business,  has  recentlj 
instructed  me  to  repeat  the  question  put  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Burton.  For  that 
purpose  I  address  you  this  communication,  requesting  you  to  examine  the  docu- 
ments sent,  as  I  have  stated. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  considers  this  a  question 
of  great  delicacy  and  serious  importance,  as  it  involves  the  dignity  of  its  laws 
and  the  rights  of  its  jurisdiction,  emanating  from  the  sovereignty  it  exercises 
over  its  whole  territory ;  and  if  you  take  into  consideration  that  the  act  was  pe^ 
petrated  on  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  and  on  the  person  of  a  foreigner,  you  viH 
at  once  see  that  the  interests  of  the  isthmus  transit  are  not  less  involvea,  as  the 
commerce  of  the  world  requires  the  security  of  that  highway,  which  you  have 
always  duly  appreciated. 

From  this  you  may  judge  of  the  nature  of  the  motive  of  this  question,  indeed 
foreign  to  all  expectation,  and  only  wishing  legal  formalities  to  be  enforced  and 
the  act  that  see  3QS  penal  may  be  qualified,  and  the  author  made  responsible  or 
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not,  according  to  circumstances.  If  not  gniltj,  he  would  be  cleared ;  if  guilty 
be  would  be  condemned  hy  the  courts  of  Colombia,  having  been  granted  fdl  the 
means  and  guarantees  of  defence  to  which  he  is  entitled.  In  both  cases  there  is 
reason  to  believe  tbat  not  only  the  goyemment  of  the  United  States  and  of 
Colombia  would  be  satisfied,  but  also  that  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  which  has 
intervened  directly  in  this  case  by  virtue  of  the  protection  due  to  its  subjects,  and 
has  called  for  a  trial  of  it,  that  the  accused  may  be  cleared  or  condemned. 

Animated  by  the  spirit  of  rectitude  that  distinguishes  your  government,  I  con- 
clude by  requesting  that  it  order  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  sailor  mentioned 
to  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Panama,  or  to  his  agent,  the  prefect  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Colon,  (Aspinwall.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  the  sentiments  of  my  high  personal  consideration. 

EUSTORJIO  SALGAR. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Salgar. . 

Dbpaktmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  October  27,  1866. 

Gknbral:  Your  note  of  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  the  killing  of  George 
Holmes,  at  AspinwaU,  on  the  10th  of  November  last,  by  a  marine  belonging 
to  the  IFnited  States  war  steamer  James  Adger,  was  duly  received,  and  has 
been  taken  into  consideration.  The  subject  had  been  previously  brought  to  the 
notice  of  this  department  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  minister  here.  Holmes  being 
claimed  as  a  British  subject.  Thereupon  a  naval  court  of  inquiry  in  regyd  to 
the  matter  was  convened  at  Aspinwall.  The  result  of  whose  investigation  is 
contained  in  the  paper  *  herewith  transmitted.  From  this  it  appears  that  Holmes 
attempted  to  trespass  upon  the  pier,  which  the  marine  was  posted  to  guard, 
stores  for  the  use  of  the  James  Adger  being  there  for  shipment  on  board  of 
her.  In  this  attempt  he  was  opposed  by  the  marine,  whom  he  attacked  with  a 
club,  which  struck  and  exploded  the  musket  of  the  marine,  resulting  in  the  death 
of  Holmes. 

Though  no  doubtis  entertained  as  to  the  substantial  correctness  of  this  find- 
ing, the  killing  having  taken  place  on  Colombian  territory  was  also  subject  to 
investigation  by  th^judicial  tribunals  of  that  republic  and  this  government  does 
not  sanction  the  omission  to  give  up  fhe  ^marine  for  trial  by  those  tribunal. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  was  not  so  given  up,  and  if  the  facts  of  the  case 
had  seasonably  been  known  here  an  order  for  his  delivery  would  have  been 
issued,  if  this  could  have  been  done  properly  under  the  circumstances.  At  the 
same  time  he  remains  subject  to  such  trial  whenever  he  may  be  found  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  general,  to  offer  to  you  a  renewed  assurance 
of  my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

General  Eustorjio  Saloar,  ^c,,  Spc,,  Sfc. 

N.  B. — This  report  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  herein  referred  to,  has,  as  General 
Salgar  will  be  pleased  to  remember,  on  a  former  occasion  been  furnished  to  him. 


Mr.  Seward  to  General  Salgar. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  23,  1866. 

Sir  :  On  the  16th  of  March  last  you  were  pleased  to  address  a  memorandum 
containing  certain  propositions  with  regard  to  the  survey  of  the  isthmus  of 
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Panama,  in  which  70U  Btipiilated,  on  the  receipt  of  a  reply  to  the  memoittndaa 
from  this  goyemment,  to  sabmit  the  same  **  promptly  to  yonr  goyemm^t,  that 
confirmatory  action  may  be  taken  thereon  by  the  preeent  Colombian  eongreu, 
thus  expediting  the  enterpriae." 

The  department  replied  in  a  note  of  the  19th  of  Biareh»  consenting  to  the  pro- 
positions contained  in  the  memorandnm,  subject,  of  comrse,  to  the  necessary  eon- 
stitutional  approval.  We  have  failed*  lM>weyer,  to  receire  any  information  as  to 
whether  any  or  what  action  has  been  taken  in  the  premises  by  the  congress  of 
Oolombia,  and  I  address  myself  to  you  for  the  porpose  of  soliciting  soch  infor- 
mation, if  within  yonr  power. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  general,  to  o£fer  to  yon  a  renewed  assurance  of 
my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Sefior  General  Eustorjio  Salgab,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Salgar  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Traiislatiolu] 

Legation  of  thb  Unitbd  Statbs  of  Colombia, 

New  York,  November  26,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the  23d 
instant,  in  which  yon  are  pleased  to  ask  me  for  information  abont  the  resolation 
which  the  government  of  Colombia  may  have  taken  in  respect  of  the  memorandnm 
which  I  presented  to  yonr  excellency  on  the  16th  of  March  last,  containing 
certain  propositions  relative  to  a  survey  of  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  which  were 
accepted  by  your  government,  subject  to  ulterior  constitutional  approval,  and  I 
hasten  to  reply. 

As  I  promised  in  the  memorandum  itself,  it  was  sent  to  the  government  of 
Colombia  by  the  packet  next  after  the  19th  of  March,  at  which  date  you  were 
pleased  to  communicate  to  me  your  acceptance  through  a  private  channel.  I 
have  since  learned  that  it  reached  Bogota  when  congress  was  still  assembled, 
and  that  its  receipt  had  contributed  to  prevent  approval  of  a  previous  contrset 
n)^e  by  the  President  for  the  excavatjf  n  of  a  canal  across  said  isthmus ;  but 
an  official  reply,  and,  what  is  more,  a  report  upon  the  final  determination  of  my 
government,  have  not  been  given  to  me  up  to  this  time,  or  at  least  such  has  not 
reached  the  legation ;  such  marked  delay  causing  me  as  much  surprise  as  yoa 
doubtless  have  felt,  besides  the  siucere  regret  not  to  be  able  now  even  to  satisfy 
completely  your  inquiry. 

I  can  no  otherwise  explain  this  delay  than  by  attributing  it  to  some  accident 
to  the  mail  in  transit,  or  that  the  change  in  the  personality  of  the  execntive 
administration  which  took  place  in  May  last  may  have  produced  some  confusion, 
because  it  is  one  of  the  decided  purposes  of  my  government  to  attend  with  solici- 
tous care  to  every  business  connected  with  that  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  the  reporta  above  mentioned,  I  addressed  the  gov- 
ernment, now  about  two  months  since,  a  note  claiming  from  them  and  caUing 
their  attention  to  this  lamentable  delay ;  so  that  I  hope  with  good  ground  to 
receive  them  by  the  steamer  which  ou^ht  to  arrive  from  Aspinwall  the  9th  of 
the  coming  month,  and  if  it  should  so  nappen  will  immediately  transmit  them 
to  you. 

1  avail  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

EUSTORJIO  SALGAR. 

His  Excellency  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQK 


